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HE  importance  of   placini^   in  book  form   bio:;-raphicaI  history  of  representative  citi- 
zens— botli  for  its  immediate  worth  and  for  its  vahie  to  coming  ^generations — is  ad- 
mitted by  all   thinking  people;   and  within  the  past  decade  there  has  been  a  grow- 
ing interest  in   this  commendable  means  of  perpetuating   biography  and  fanhly  genealogy. 

That  the  public  is  entitled  to  the  privileges  afforded  by  a  work  of  this  nature  needs 
no  assert'on  at  our  hands;  for  one  of  our  greatest  Americans  has  said  that  the  history  of 
any  country  resolves  itself  into  the  biographies  of  its  stout,  earnest  and  representative  citi- 
zens. This  medium,  then,  serves  more  than  a  single  purpose;  while  it  perpetuates  biogra- 
phy and  family  genealogy,  it  records  history,  much  of  which  would  be  preserved  in  no 
other  way. 

In  presenting  the  Commemor.a.tive  Biographicvl  Record  to  its  patrons,  the  pub- 
lishers have  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  encouragement  and  support  their  enter- 
prise has  received,  and  the  willing  assistance  rendered  in  enabling  them  to  surmount  the 
many  unforeseen  obstacles  to  be  met  witli  in  the  production  of  a  work  of  this  character. 
In  nearly  every  instance  the  materia!  composing  the  sketches  was  gathered  from  those  im- 
mediately interested,  and  then  submitted  in  type-written  form  for  correcti(.'n  and  revision. 
The  volume,  which  is  one  of  generous  amplitude,  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  public  with 
the  belief  that  it  will  be  found  a  valuable  addition  to  the  library,  as  wei!  as  an  invaluable 
contribution  to  the  historical  literature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
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^^llXOX,  HON.  J.UIES.  LL. 
D.  (deceased).  Among  the 
able  and  cultured  people  who 
made  their  liome  in  Hartford, 
and  have  gone  to  their  reward 
after  giving  society  a  notably 
refined  and  intellectual  tone, 
none  took  higher  rank  than 
did  the  late  United  States 
Senator,  James  Dixon,  and  his  gifted  wife. 

James  Dixon  was  born  Aug.  5,  1814,  in  Entield, 
Conn.,  the  youngest  son  of  Hon.  \\'illiam  Dixon,  a 
native  of  Killingly,  Conn.,  wlio  for  many  years  was  a 
prominent  and  iniiuential  citizen  of  the  town.  A 
lawyer  by  profession,  he  engaged  in  practice  from 
1S07  to  1S25.  and  attained  high  rank  in  his  calling. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention  which  formed 
the  State  Constitution,  held  at  Hartford  in  1818, 
Gov.  Oliver  \\'olcou  presiding.  [See  '"Hollister's 
History  of  Connecticut."]  In  1831  the  town  of  En- 
field was  m.ade  a  probate  district,  and  Ephraim  P. 
Prudcns  l)ecame  the  first  probate  judge,  ser\  ing  one 
year,  and  being  followed  by  William  Dixon,  who 
served  three  years.  ]\Ir.  Dixon  also  served  his  town 
in  tlie  General  Assembly.  He  died  in  1835,  his 
wife,  formerly  ]\Iiss  Mary  Reynolds  Field,  passing 
away  in  1S40.  She  was  descended  from  Henry 
\\'hitfield.  of  Guilford,  ^Matthew  Allyn,  and  the  Rev- 
olutionary Capt.  Xewberry. 

James  Dixon,  of  whom  we  more  particularly 
write,  was  graduated  from  Williams  College  in  1834. 
He  was  class  laureate ;  member  of  the  Kappa  Alpha 
Society;  president  of  the  Adelphic  L'nion ;  president 
of  the  Philotecnian.  1833,  delivered  the  master's 
oration  in  1S37,  and  was  honorary  member  of  the 
Phi  lieta  Kappa  Fraternity.  In  1862  the  degree  of 
LL.  D.  was  conferred  on  him  by  Trinity  College. 
After  leaving  college  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  in  liis  father's  ofiice,  afterward  visiting  Europe, 
where,  at  Paris,  he  was  presented  to  Louis  Philippe, 
King  of  France,  Mr.  Dixon  being  at  that  time  aide 
to  the  governor  of  Connecticut.  Fie  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  removing  to  Hartford  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  partnership  with  Judge 
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Ellsworth,  at  once  giving  promise  of  en.iincnoc  at  the 
bar.  About  this  time  he  became  interested  in  pol- 
itics and  the  anti-slavery  cause,  and  his  attention  v.'as 
somewhat  diverted  from  the  legal  profession. 

In  1837,  when  only  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
Air.  Dixon  was  elected  from  his  native  town  as  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature,  at  tlie  time  being 
the  youngest  representative,  and  was  chosen  Speaker 
of  that  bod}-,  in  which  he  also  served  in  1S3S.  1844, 
and  1854.  A])out  this  time  he  declined  tlie  nomma- 
tion  for  governor  of  Connecticut,  though  strongly 
urged  to  accept  it.  In  1S45  he  v.-as  elected  on  the 
Whig  ticket  to  the  L'nited  States  Congress,  being 
also  the  yotmgest  member  in  that  body,  ar^d  served 
from  Dec.  i,  of  that  year,  until  Alarch  3,  iS 


IV- 


In 

1854  he  was  a  candidate  for  nomination  as  l.'nited 
States  senator,  but  L.  F.  S.  Foster,  of  Xorwich 
(who  afterwards  became  his  sincere  friend),  was 
elected.  Two  }  ears  later  he  was  again  a  candidate, 
and  was  elected  by  a  large  majority;  when  he  took 
his  seat  he  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  Senate, 
and  he  served  therein  until  1S69.  In  1S69  he  v."as 
appointed  by  President  Johnson  minister  to  Prussia, 
and  his  acceptance  was  greatly  desired  by  the  Rus- 
sian legation  at  Washington,  but  he  declined  the 
office.  He  was  an  intimate  frienil  of  i\.braham  Lin- 
coln, who  frequently  sent  for  him  for  conference, 
and  has  even  been  known  to  telegraph  fiT  him  to 
come  to  Washington  after  an  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress. Mr.  Dixon  was  also  intimate  v.'ith  Charles 
SumiKT,  William  Pitt  Fessenden.  Horace  Greeley 
and  (ien.  (jrant,  who  were  frequently  at  Ids  home. 
An  advocate  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  he  was  a  warm 
friend  of  the  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war,  and  his  hous'^ 
was  frequently  visited  by  ofticers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  while  his  wife  was  untiring  in  her  kindlv  min- 
istrations to  the  wounded  in  the  hospitals.  After  tl-e 
war  Senator  Dixon  was  opposed  to  tlie  confi>catii 'U 
of  property  in  the  South,  1)eing  more  desirous  to  see 
the  restoration  of  the  l'nion.  He  advocatcil  "Stnie 
rights"  and  was  in  f.ivor  of  Free  Trade.  L'pon  the 
expiration  of  his  term  in  tlie  I'niled  States  Senate 
he  retired  into  private  life,  tliough  strongly  urged  hy 
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his  colleagues  in  the  Senate  to  accept  the  position  of 
minister  to  Austria. 

Mr.  D  ixon  s  health  was  unitormlv  i^ootl  until 
some  time  in  Febru.ary,  1873.  w  hen  he  contracted  a 
chill  whicii  terminated  in  a  ^luML■n  atYeetii:>n  of  the 
lieart.  wiiich  caused  his  death  .Maicli  27,  1873.  He 
was  a  man  of  hi^^h  cultm-e,  a  g-raceful  writer  and 
able  debater,  and  his  fame  as  an  erudite  and  ac- 
complished scholar,  a  ripe  lawNcr,  and  close  stu- 
dent of  political  economy,  was  not  confined  to  his 
immediate  surroundings,  but  extended  through- 
out the  entire  State,  and  even  far  beyond  its  limits. 
In  his  death  the  people  of  Connecticut  reasonably 
felt  that  they  had  lost  not  alone  a  much  needed  ad- 
viser in  State  affairs,  but  also  a  citizen  who,  long 
and  often  trusted  with  public  interests,  was  ever 
true  to  his  best  belief  and  convictions.  He  was 
possessed  of  a  fine  and  sensitive  temperament,  and 
his  head  and  face  made  one  of  the  finest  studies 
ever  seen  in  the  Senate  chamber  of  the  United  States. 
In  his  youth  a  writer  of  much  merit,  his  articles 
were  published  in  the  "Xew  Engdand  Alagazine,'' 
the  "Southern  Literary  Messenger,"  and  other 
journals,  while  in  the  files  of  the  Hartford  Couraiit 
may  be  found  some  of  his  best  writings.  Socially 
he  was  affiliated  with  the  F.  &  A. 

Hon.  James  Dixon  was  married  to  ^Nliss  Eliza- 
beth Lord  Cogswell,  a  descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  John  Cogswell,  who  was  born  in 
1592,  in  W'estbury  Leigh,  Wiltshire,  England,  and 
came  to  America  in  1635,  settling  at  Ipswich,  !Ma?s., 
where  he  received  a  large  grant  of  land.  The  line 
of  Airs.  Dixon's  descent  was  through  William,  Capt. 
Jonathan  (who  held  a  commission  from  the  King), 
Jonathan  (2),  Dr.  Nathaniel,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Jona- 
than Cogswell.  The  last  named  was  born  Sept.  3, 
1782,  in  Rowley,  INIass.,  a  son  of  Dr.  Nathaniel 
Cogswell,  a  man  of  superior  education  and  acquire- 
ments, a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and 
a  model  of  the  most  remarkable  integrity,  and  of  the 
purest  character.  The  son,  Dr.  Jonathan  Cogswell, 
was  admitted  to  Harvard  College  in  1803,  and  was 
graduated  in  1806,  among  the  first  scholars  of  his 
class.  Subsequently  he  attended  Andover  Theo- 
logical Seminary  for  one  year,  being  associated  with 
the  first  class  that  graduated  from  that  institution, 
in  1810.  In  October  of  that  year  he  was  ordained 
to  the  Gospel  nnnistry,  and  installed  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Saco,  ^vlaine,  and  there 
he  labored  some  eighteen  years  with  great  fidelity 
and  marked  success  (giving  largely  of  his  private 
fortune  to  the  work),  resigning  in  October,  1828. 
After  resting  for  a  vear  he  w^as  in  1829  installed  pas- 
tor over  the  church  in  New  Britain  Parish,  Berlin, 
Conn.,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  called,  in 
1834, 'to  the  chair  of  Ecclesiastical  History  in  the 
Theological  Institute  of  Connecticut,  at  East  Wind- 
sor Hill,  where  his  fine  old  Colonial  house  may  yet 
be  seen.'  On  May  13,  1834,  he  w^as  inaugurated 
professor  of  church  history  in  that  instituti.m.  In 
1836  he  received  the  degree  of  S.  T.  D.  from  the 


;  University  of  New  York.  Prof.  Cogsv.-ell  contin- 
:  ued  to  fill  the  chair  of  Sacred  History  in  the  Tl-ieo- 
;  logical  Institute  for  ten  years,  resigning-  in  1844 — • 
I  having  b^-en  apjiointed  executor  of  Ins  brother's 
estate,  which  required  his  presence  in  or  near  New 
;  \  ork — and  retiring  to  the  city  of  New  Bruiu^wick, 
:  N.  J.,  wlicre  he  resideil  until  his  tieaih,  which  oc- 
j  curred  Aug.  I,  1S64,  when  he  was  aged  about 
i  eighty-two  _\  ears.  He  was  a  man  of  great  phvsical 
I  strength,  strikingly  haridsome,  being-  over  six  feet 
I  tall  and  enjoying  good  health  to  the  last. 
!  Rev.  Dr.  Cogswell  was  twice  married,  in  iSil 
j  to  Elizabeth  Abbot,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Lydia 
I  (Cnmmings)  Abbot,  ami  sister  of  Commodore  Joel 
I  Abbot,  of  the  United  Slates  navy.  .She  was  a  lady 
I  of  high  culture,  and  of  most  gracious  hospital- 
I  ity.  She  died  April  30,  1837.  Rev.  Dr.  Cogswell 
■  afterward  married  Jane  Eudora  Kirkpatrick,  daugh- 
!  ter  of  Hon.  Andrew  Kirkpatrick,  cliief  justice  of 
j  New  Jersey.  She  passed  away  in  1S64. 
;  To  Senator  and  Elizabeth  L.  Cogswell)  Di.xon 
I  were  born  two  sons  and  two  daugiiters.  The  eld- 
est son  served  in  the  Civil  war  on  the  statt  of  Gen. 
\\'right,  later,  in  the  cavalry,  as  aide  to  Gen.  Han- 
i  cock.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  a  lady  of 
i  large  fortune,  rare  attainments,  and  great  personal 
I  attractions.  It  is  said  that  Hon.  Richard  Spotford 
j  once  remarked :  "^Nlrs.  Dixon  was  the  most  accom- 
plished lady  I  have  ever  seen  in  Washington."  Oth- 
ers have  spoken  of  her  as  "beautiful  and  amiable." 
:  Donald  G.  ^Mitchell  dedicated  to  her  his  "Reveries 
j  of  a  Bachelor."  She  was  a  personal  friend  of  !Mrs. 
I  Lincoln,  who  sent  for  her  after  the  assassination 
!  of  the  President,  and  ]Mrs.  Dixon  went  and  remained 
!  through  the  night  with  her.  Airs.  Dixon  died  June 
'  16,  1S71,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  deeply  be- 
I  loved  and  regretted  by  all  who  knew  her  and  ad- 
I  mired  her  for  her  man}-  virtues. 

j  JAAIES  BOLTER,  the  late  venerable  president 
I  of  the  Hartford  National  Bank,  rounded  out  nearly 
I  fifty  years  of  continuous  service  with  that  institu- 
\  tion,  twenty-five  of  which  were  passeil  as  its  execu- 
tive ofticer,  and  he  was  one  of  the  city's  esteemed 
I  and  respected  citizens. 

i       Mr.  Bolter  was  born  June  27,  1S15,  in  North- 
'  ampton,  Mass.,  a  son  of  \Villiam  and  Nancy  (Pom- 
i  eroy )   Bolter,  natives,  the  former  of  Boston  (to 
i  which  city  his  father  had  come  from  the  County  of 
Norfolk,  England,  and  there  died),  aiul  the  latter  of 
Northampton,  Alass.,  a  daughter  of  William  Pom- 
[  erov,  a  manufacturer  of  cloth.    William  P.olter  was 
:  bv  trade  both  a  saddler  and  harness  maker  and  a 
'  carriage  maker,  but  followed  the  latter  as  an  occu- 
!  pation  through  life.    He  locateil  in  Nt'rtTiampton, 
'  where  in  the  days  of  the  old  militia  he  was  an  en- 
'  sign  of  a  company,  his  commission,  which  his  son 
held  among  family  treasures,  being  signed  hy  Jc.hn 
Hancock,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  oi 
Independence.    Mr.  Bohcr  died  in  .sorlhampton, 
in  1841,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  aiui  his 
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wife  Xancy  passLil  away  in  184S,  at  the  ai;v  of  six- 
ly-cis;iu  years.  Ot  tlieir  four  children,  all  now 
<iea(l,  James  was  the  youngest. 

L)n  lii^  nialernal  side  -Mr.  lu'her  (leseemleJ  from 
-an  cspeeially  distinguished  an.cestry.  His  greai- 
orandlather,  Lieut.  Daniel  Poineroy,  and  the  latter"s 
brotlicr,  Gen.  Seth  Poineroy,  were  patriots  and  ren- 
dered valuable  ^erviee  in  riie  early  da\s  of  the  Col- 
<'iny  in  "times  that  trietl  nien"s  stads,'  both  serving 
from  Xorthampton  in  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
.and  both  particijiating  in  the  battle  of  Lake  George 
in  1755,  where  Lieut.  Daniel  I'omeroy  was  killed. 
JSeth  I'omeroy  was  also  at  the  siege  of  Louisburg, 
.and  the  battle  of  Lunker  Hill,  and  was  made  a 
brigadier-general  June  22,  1775.  Air.  Bolter  had 
in  his  possession  copies  of  letters  written  in  ]ulv, 
^755.'  '^y  Col.  Pomeroy,  during  the  French  and  In- 
<lian  war,  to  the  wivlow  of  Daniel  Pomerov,  in  one 
-of  which  he  tells  her  of  the  killing  of  her  husband. 
He  had  also  a  letter  written  by  his  grandmother  to 
Col.  Pomeroy  during  the  war  of  tlie  Revolution. 
These  letters  are  believed  to  be  among  the  oldest 
betters  connected  with  those  earlv  wars.  Thev  were 
reproduced  in  the  Springfield  Republican  in  1875. 
<Jne  of  these  letters  sets  forth  that  156  men  were 
l<illed  at  the  battle  of  Lake  George.  Air.  Bolter 
-liad  also  among  his  family  heirlooms  a  most  quaint 
■deed  bearing  the  date  17 13.  Col.  Seth  I'omerov 
was  the  grandson  of  Eltweed  Pomeroy  (3),  who 
"was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  Xorthampton,  where  he  located  in  1665. 
Three  brothers,  Eltweed  (2),  Caleb,  and  Joshua, 
settled  in  1636  in  Windsor,  coming  from  Devon- 
-shire,  England  ;  two  located  in  Xorthampton.  and 
-from  the  three  descended  those  of  the  name  in  the 
town.  They  were  the  sons  of  Eltweed  Pome- 
roy (i),  who  was  descended  from  a  long  line 
of  English  ancestry  dating  back  in  unbroken  succes- 
;sion  to  the  time  of  \Villiam  the  Conqueror.  Elt- 
"weed  Pomeroy  (2)  came  to  this  country  about 
1630,  settling  first  in  Dorchester.  Alass.,  then  re- 
moved with  Air.  W'arham's  companv  to  Windsor, 
Conn.,  where  Eltweed  (3)  was  born  in  1638. 

Tames  Bolter,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  passed 
Fiis  boyhood  and  earlv  manhood  in  Xorthampton 
.•and  there  received  scholastic  train.ing  in  tlie  public 
and  private  schools.  In  earlv  manhood  he  passed 
two  years  at  St.  Louis,  AIo.,  and  with  that  excep- 
tion since  leaving  his  native  town  his  long  and  busy 
life  was  passed  in  Hartford.  Coming  here  in  1832 
lie  entered  the  employ  of  C.  H.  Xortham  as  a  clerk 
in  a  grocery,  and  continued  there  four  years.  Then 
when  about  twenty-one  or  twenty-two  years  of  age 
"he  went  to  St.  Louis  and  remained  alDout  a  year, 
ljut,  being  unsuccessful,  he  returned  practically  pen- 
niless to  Hartford.  There  he  became  a  partner  of 
Ellery  Hills  in  the  wdiolesale  grocery  business,  a 
partnership  which  continued  four  years,  the  busi- 
ness being  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Hills 
•&  Bolter.  In  1843  Air.  Bolter  became  associated  in 
ihe  wholesale  grocery  business  with  his  former  cm- 


I  ployer,  C.  II.  Xorth.am.  under  the  firm  style  of  C. 
I  ii.  Xortham  &  Co.,  witli  which  he  continued  until 
j  1800;  on  Jan.  14,  of  that  year,  Air.  Bolter  was  made 
!  cashier  of  the  Hartford  Bank,  later  re-organized  as 
j  a  national  bank  with  a  capital  of  one  million,  two 
!  h.tntdred  thousand  dollars.    He  sustained  such  re- 
i  lations  with  the  bank  uittil  he  succeeded  the  late 
1  Henry  A.  i'erkins  as  its  president,  July  6,  1874. 
I       The  Hartford  Xational  Bank,  the  oldest  in  the 
j  city,  in  1892  celebrated  its  one  hundredth  anniver- 
i  sary.    Its  founders  were  men  of  exceptional  ability 
\  and  force,  which  has  made  the  bank  a  distinctively 
1  important  factor  to  the  substantial  and  financial  de- 
I  velopment  of  the  town.    It  was  the  first  to  begin  the 
1  practice  of  fire  and  marine  insurance  long  before  the 
1  first  local  company  was  chartered.    Under  its  wings 
!  was  gathered  the  early  experience  destined,  in  time, 
to  make  Flartford  pre-eminent  for  skill  and  success 
in  underwriting.    Such  a  galaxy  of  distinguished 
men  has  rarely,  if  ever,  been  excelled  in  a  hundred 
years  of  any  bank's  history.    The  names  of  John 
Caldwell,  Xathaniel  Terry,  Joseph  Trumbull,  Da- 
'  vid  F.  Robinson,  Henry  A.  Perkins  and  James  Bolt- 
I  er,  would  adorn  the  annals  of  any  community.  The 
bank  has  had  only  seven  presidents  in  one  hundred 
and  eight  years.    It  was  the  fifth  bank  established 
in  the  Cnited  States.    Air.  Bolter's  connection  with 
I  the  bank  began  June  10.  1852,  at  which  time  he  was 
elected  to  its  board  of  directors.    At  his  death  he 
was  the  oldest  man  in  point  of  service  connected 
with  the  Hartford  Bank,  or  any  other  bank  in  the 
city,  and  he  was  also  among  the  oldest  of  Hart- 
ford's residents.    He  served  on  the  staff  of  Gov. 
Joseph  Trumbull.    In  his  religious  faith  he  was  an 
I  Episcopalian,  and  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  dona- 
I  tions  and  bequests  in  the  Episcopal  Church  of  the 
I  State. 

I       One  of  the  first  steps  taken  by  Air.  Bolter  on  his 
elevation  to  the  presidency  of  the  bank  was  to  mod- 
ernize the  building,  wdfich  was  made  in  every  way  a 
most  substantial  and  comfortable  banking  house, 
worthy  of  its  grand  history.  During  the  present  ex- 
ecutive ofticers'  administration  of  its  affairs,  the  his- 
lorv  of  the  Hartford  Xational  Bank  has  been  one  of 
j  alnjost  phenomenal  prosperity,  giving  it  rank  among 
!  foremost  of  the  banking  institutions  of  the  city  and 
State.    Air.  Bolter  was  held  in  great  esteem  by  fel- 
low bankers,  and,  as  stated  above,  by  Hartford  peo- 
ple. He  had  a  remarkable  insight  into  the  real  con- 
dition of  Iwrrowers  that  has  caused  his  advice  to  be 
widely  sought  by  buyers  of  paper.    He  gave  timely 
I  aid,  judiciously  rendered  to  many  struggling  under 
I  the  burdens  of  life,  met  the  duties  of  citizensliip 
j  fearlessly  to  protect  public  interests;  on  occasions 
showed  courage  in  the  rebuke  of  wrong.    He  was 
a  man  of  vivacity,  one  of  cheerfulness,  and,  pos- 
I  sessing  as  he  did  a  wealthi  of  anecdote,  was  welcome 
evervwhere.  He  abounded  in  repartee,  and  was  the 
I  maker  of  many  happy  and  pointed  hits  that  had  ai- 
j  most  as  wide  a  currency  as  the  bills  of  the  bank. 
I  In  his  political  affiliations  Air.  Bolter  was  a  Demo- 
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crat.  though  not  acti\-o  ir.  iluU  pan_\-'s  affairs.  \\  itii 
llie  exception  of  >crvicc  as  councilman  and  aUlernian 
\ve  believe  he  never  held  public  office.  i-Je  was  a  di- 
rector for  years  in  various  corporati^^'us.  among- 
tliem  the  Xaii>inal  I'ire  Insurance  Co..  the  Dime 
Savir,gs  Hank,. the  Hartford  L\_anu_\-  }^lutual  Fire  In- 
surance Co.,  and  llu-  T,  1\  Cc.irbin  Co.  of  Xew 
Britain.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club, 
of  the  Colonial  L'iub.  oi  a  driving  club  called  ■"The 
Zodiac."  and  of  the  Church  Club  of  the  State.  In 
early  nianliood  lie  afiiliated  with  St.  Jolm';,  I.odge, 
F.  i<z  A.  M.,  of  Hartford. 

Un  Vch.  It,  ]S4'>.  Mr.  I'.olter  was  married  to 
Mary,  born  July  7,  1820,  daughter  of  Roswell  and 
Sally  Johnson  I  Slonej  Bartholomew,  he  being  one 
of  tlie  prominent  citizens  of  liartfortl,  and  was  of 
llie  seventh  generation  from  W  illiam.  Bartholomew, 
of  Ipswich.  Mass.,  who  came  from  England  in 
1634,  the  line  of  descent  being  through  William  (  2  ) 
Vt'illiam  (3),  Andrew,  Andrew  (,2),  Andrew  (3). 
To  I\Ir.  and    ^Irs.    Bolter    were    bom  children: 

(1)  James,  born  in  1847,  niarried,  in  iSSi,  Ellen 
A.  Brown.  Thcv  had  a  daughter,  !Mary  E.,  who 
marriec!  Dr.  John  B.  Griggs,  of  Farmington,  Conn  , 
and  to  them  was  born  a  son,  John  Bolter  Griggs. 

(2)  Alice  E.,  born  1851.  (3)  Clara  M.,  born  in 
1854,  ntarrierl.  in  1875.  JiMin  W.  draw  who  died,  in 
1892.  Tlieir  children  are,  Robert,  ^lary,  and  Clara. 
Mrs.  Boher  died  in  Jul}-,  i8y8,  aged  -seventy-eight 
years. 

In  June.  1900.  ^Mr.  Bolter  went  to  Bridgeport  to 
attend  a  diocesan  convention,  and  walked  more  than 
usual,  becoming  verv  tired,  vet  hurried  home  and  at- 
tended a  reception  in  the  evening.  From  this  time 
his  strength  began  to  fail,  Init  through  all  the 
month  of  July  he  continued  to  go  to  the  bank  and 
attend  to  his  regular  duties.  On  Aug.  i  he  went 
to  the  summer  home  of  his  daughter,  ]\[rs.  Grav, 
at  Weekapaug,  R.  I.,  where  he  remained  about 
three  w-eeks,  but,  gradually  growing  w-eakcr,  he  was 
brought  back  to  his  Hartford  home,  in  a  special  car, 
Aug.  20,  and  on  the  6th  of  September,  following,  the 
end  came. 

GEX.  WILLIAM  BUEL  FRAXKLIX,  .  ex- 
major-general  of  United  States  volunteers,  and  e.x- 
president  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Xational 
Iloir.e  for  disabled  volunteer  soldiers,  as  well  as 
vice-president  of  the  Hartforrl  Steam  Boiler  Inspec- 
tion &  Insurance  Co..  was  born  in  York,  Penn., 
Feb.  27.  1823,  a  son  of  Walter  S.  and  Sarah  (  Buel ) 
Franklin. 

Walter  S.  Franklin,  who  was  clerk  of  the 
L-nited  States  House  of  Representatives  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1838,  w-as  a  son  of  Thomas  Franklin, 
of  Philadelphia,  who  was  commissary  of  prisoners 
during  the  w  ar  of  the  Revolution,  and  who  married 
Mary  Rhoad.s,  daughter  of  Samuel  Rhodes,  a  mem- 
ber frtim  Pcnns\-lvania  of  the  First  Continental 
Congress,  although  the  family  came  from  idushing. 
L.  L   Mrs.  Walter  S.  Franklin  was  a  daughter  of 


Dr.  William  lUiel,  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  a  de- 
scendant of  J'eter  iUiel,  of  W  indsor. 

\\  niiam  jC  b'ranklin  in  Jiuie,  1830,  secured  art 
appointment  as  cadet  mi  tlie  I'liited  states  .Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  X.  Y.,  passe(.l  ti!ri)ug!i  the 
curriculum,  and  -was  brcveited  second  lieutenant 
of  ttHX)graphi<-ai  engineers  in  Julv,  1843.  The  fol- 
lowing- tw-(-i  years  he  pas^ed  in  the  service  on  the 
western  lakes  and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  after 
the  third  year,  passed  in  th.e  topographical  i.^fhce  at: 
W  ash.ington,  D.  C,  he  was  a'ppointed  second  lieu- 
tenant, Sept.  I,  184'/,  His  hrst  actual  experience  as. 
a  soMier  was  had  in  the  Mexican  w-ar,  and  fur  gal- 
lant and  meritorious  conduct  at  the  l>attle  of  B-aena 
\  isla  he  was  jtrumoted  to  first  lieutenant  Vvh.  23, 

I  1847.  From  July,  1848,  to  January,  1851,  he  v/as 
assistant  professur  of  natural  and  experimental  phi- 
losophy at  the  [Military  Academy  at  West  Point, 
and  the  following  two  }-ears  he  A\as  o-.i  active  duty 
along  th.e  Atlantic,  building  light-houses  on  the  Xew 
Hampshire  and  -Maine  coasts.  He  was  commissioned 

I  first  lieutenant  of  topographical  engnieers  March 
3,  1853,  and  until  1857  was  on  duty  in  connec- 
tion w-ith  lighthouse  and  custom-liousc::  engineering. 
In  March,  1857,  he  was  appointed  secretarv  of  the 
lighthuuse  beard  :  in  C)ctober  of  the  same  year  lie 
was  commissioned  captain  of  topographical  en- 
gineers; in  .\'o\eniber,  1859,  was  a]->piiinted  suj^erin- 
tendent  of  the  Capitol  and  Post  C)ffice  buil'.lings ; 
and  in  Alarch,  1861,  w-as  appointed  supervising- 
architect  of  the  Treasurv  ]\^partmcnt  at  Wasliing- 
ton,  D.  C. 

In  the  terrible  conflict  between  tlie  X'orth  and 
i  South  (ien.  b^'anklin  gained  undying  fame  for  him- 
self. Commissioned  colonel  of  the  12th  b'riited 
States  Infantry  ]\Iay  14,  1S61,  he  was  elevated  three 
days  later  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  Cnited 
States  vohmteers.  In  the  ^^lanassas  campaign,  and 
at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  he  w-as  in  command  of  a 
brigade,  and  until  March.  1862,  he  w-as  in  com- 
mand of  divisions  about  the  defense  oi  the  Capitol. 
Fle  also  took  an  honorable  part  in  the  X'irgir.ia 
peninsular  campaign,  and  on  June  3t:>,  18O2.  w-as 
brevctted  brigadier-general  of  the  L'nited  States 
army  "for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct"  in  the 
battle  before  Richmond,  \'a.,  and  was  appointed 
major-general  of  volunteers  on  July  4,  1862. 

In  the  Maryland  cami)aign  the  (ieneral  wa^  in 
command  of  the  (>\.h  .\rmv  C('r])s,  and  in  the  bat- 
tle of  South  ?^Iountain,  Si.pt.  14,  i8c>2,  commanded 
the  left  wing  of  tne  .\rm\-  (;f  the  rntomac,  carrx  ing 
Crani])ton"s  Gap  by  assault,  and  gaining  a  signal 
victory.  He  commanded  the  6ih  Corps  in  the  battle 
of  .Xntietam,  Sept.  17,  i8f^)2.  While  on  sick  leave 
of  absence  in  the  sumnur  of  1804  (len.  I-"rank!iu 
was  sent  for  bv  Gen.  Grant  to  come  to  his  lieaii<['aar- 
ters  in  front  of  Petersburg,  .\fter  spending  sotne 
days  with  Gen.  Grant,  he  st.-ined  to  return  to  his 
fainih-.  then  in  Fortland.  Maine.  The  train  on  which 
he  started  from  Baltimore  was  captin-ed  by  Maj 
I  Harr\'  (iilniore's  part\'  a  short  distance  from  r'aiti- 
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iiioro.  Sonic  one  int'Tincil  Araior  Gilniore  tliat  Gen. 
Franklin  was  on  the  train,  and  he  was  at  unee  taken 
]->risoner  ami  started  Soutli  hv  the  way  of  Towson 
iind  Circen  Spriii^;-  A'alley  in  LlaUiinore  county. 
During-  tlie  nigb.t  lie  succeeded  in  making  his  es- 
cape, and  he  wandered  lor  forty-eight  hours  with- 
out food,  not  daring  to  ai^proaeh  any  habitation. 
At  bst,  almost  exliausteil.  lie  came  to  a  house  and 
ii>ked  for  food.  It  proved  to  be  tlie  home  of  a  Union 
sympathizer  named  I'.itzer,  who  received,  fed  and 
concealed  the  General  for  a  time,  ^\'ord  was  sent 
to  ]'altimore,  and  a  large  force  of  infantry  was 
sent  to  g'ive  him  safe  comluct  to  that  city. 

Gen.  Franklin  commanded  the  left  wing  of  the 
Army  of  the  I'otoniac  Dec.  13.  iS6j,  when  the  army 
Avas  so  disastrously  defeated  at  Fredericksburg. 
Of  that  defeat,  and  the  responsibility  therefor  un- 
justly laid  cn  Gen.  Franklin,  we  can  best  speak  by 
quoting  from  a  paper  recently  published  by  Col. 
Jacob  L.  Greene,  himself  a  A'eteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  an  honored  resident  of  Hartford.  This 
paper,  with  a  map  specially  drawn  for  the  purpose, 
on  which  the  movements  of  the  troops  are  traced, 
was  first  presented  to  the  ^londav  Evening  Club, 
and  has  since  been  given  to  the  public — a  valuable 
contribution  to  historv  and  a  complete  vindication 
of  Gen.  Franklin  by  one  competent  to  undertake 
such  a  task  and  carry  it  to  completion.  In  opening 
Col.  Greene  says : 

On  the  loth  day  of  December,  1SR2,  the  Army  of  the  Polo- 
mac,  under  the  command  of  .Major-Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burn- 
side,  fought  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg-,  and  met  defeat 
■with  the  loss  of  over  12,000  men.  Four  months  later  the 
■Congressional  Conmiittee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war  uttered 
its  opinion  to  the  world  that  Major-Gen.  Wilham  ISuel 
Franklin  was  responsible  for  the  lijss  of  that  l)attle  in  con- 
•sequence  of  his  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  Gen.  lUirnside. 
Probably  no  finding  ever  announced  by  that  remarkable 
body  ever  occasioned  more  surprise;  and  none  was  ever 
■more  promptly  and  completely  controverted;  but  it  dark- 
ened the  soul  and  marred  the  career  of  the  man  it  falsely 
and  infamously  accused.  The  slow  pen  of  history  has 
cleared  up  and  will  ever  more  surely  clear  his  pure  fame, 
and  his  name  will  stand  secure  among  the  posterities.  Hut 
for  us,  whose  lives  have  happily  touched  his  through  the 
long  years  since  those  eventful  days,  and  to  whom  his  rare 
intelligence,  his  dauntless  heart  and  perfect  truth  and  lov- 
alty  are  as  familiar  as  the  constant  stars,  it  is  but  a  due  trib- 
"Ute  from  our  friendship  and  our  faith  in  a  manhood  that  we 
have  never  seen  fail  in  any  test,  to  read  again  the  story  of 
that  disastrous  day,  note  his  part  and  bearing  therein,  and 
the  cause  and  the  manner  of  that  cruel  and  wanton  injustice; 
to  learn  how  it  came  to  be  that  the  true  patriot,  the  trained 
soldier,  devoted  to  his  profession,  proud  to  bear  its  high  ob- 
ligations and  jealous  of  its  honor,  who  won  distinction  on 
every  field  of  action,  whose  wide  knowledge,  great  skiil, 
clear,  sound  judtrment,  and  trans[iarent  sincerity  made  him 
the  constant  and  trusted  counsellor  of  every  superior  and 
the  reliable  lieutenant  of  every  commander,  wfio  shared  the 
brunt  at  Bull  Run,  who  fought  the  rear-guard  battles  from 
the  Chickahorniny  to  the  James,  and  held  the  pass  of  Wliite 
Oak  Swamp  against  halt  L('e's  army  on  tlie  critical  day  cjf 
lilendale,  who  Won  at  Ciampton's  Gap  "the  completesl  vic- 
tory gained  up  to  that  time  by  any  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  "—to  learn  how  it  came  to  be  that  this  man  was 
accused  of  that  to  which  his  every  quality  and  act  gave  the 
absolute  lie. 

Continuing  Col.  Greene  describes  the  battle 
and  actions  of  the  various  generals,  P>urnsitle's  in- 


I  explicalile  conduct,  c-ic,  the  continued  confidence 
j  between  Gens.  Burnside  and  Franklin  for  several 
weeks  after  the  battle,  Burnside's  resignation  and 
the  relieving  of  Gen.  Franklin  from  command,  and 
the  hearing-  by  the  Congressional  Committee,  and 
\  closes  as  follows ; 

i         W'lien  the  committee  visited  Fredericksburg  and  Frank- 
i  lin  was  sunuiioned  before  it,  he  asked  Burnside  if  he  had 
given  or  would  give  them  a  cojiy  of  the  order  under  which 
he  acted  on  the  loth,  considering  that  all  such  orders  should 
come  from  the  commander  issuing  them.    General  Burnside 
assured  him  that  he  had  already  furnished  the  committee 
with  a  co|iy  of  it,  and  General  Franklin  gave  his  testimony 
throughout  upon  the  faith  of  that  word  and  upon  the  sup- 
position that  in  considering  his  action  the  committee  had 
before  them  and  in  their  minds  the  order  which  governed 
him.    But  in  this  he  was  betrayed.    Gen.  Burnside  never 
j  gave  them  the  order  or  any  inkling  of  it.    Tliey  never  heard 
of  it  until  months  afterward,  and  too  late  to  prevent  the 
I  utterance  of  their  damnatory  juiigment  of  the  man  whose 
j  great  opportunity  and  great  purpose  greatly  [lianned  that 
[  order  wholly  destroyed. 

I  Four  main  points  stand  out  distinct  and  clear;  The 
I  only  proper  battlefield  at  Fredericksburg  was  the  ground  on 
j  which  Franklin  and  Jackson  confronted  each  other;  the 
I  force  at  Franklin's  disposal  ought  to  have  been  used  to 
j  adequate  and  decisive  results;  his  own  apprehension  of 
both  these  facts  was  perfect,  and  his  accordant  scheme  of 
I  operation  was  proportioned  to  both  the  opportunity  and  the 
j  resistance;  at  no  point  of  time  or  of  action  was  it  Gen. 
i  Franklin's  fault  that,  despite  his  urgent  entreaty,  his  force 
j  was  not  allowed  to  essay  its  proper  task  on  that  day. 

In  June,  1863,  Gen.  Franklin  was  ordered  to  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  and  served  in  Texas  and 
I  Louisiana  until  April,  1864,  w-hen  he  succumbed  to 
j  a  wound  received  at  the  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads 
I  (where  two  horses  were  shot  under  him),  and  was 
j  given  his  first  leave  of  absence,  until  Xovember  of 
j  the  same  year.  From  December,  1S64,  to  Xovember, 
!  1865,  Gen.  Franklin  was  president  of  the  board  for 
[  retiring  disabled  officers  at  W  ashington,  D.  C,  and 
I  in  }^larch,  1S65,  he  received  additional  lionor,  being 
brevetted  major-general  of  tlie  United  States  army. 
He  resigned  his  commission  and  retired  to  private 
life  in  Xovember,  1865.  In  the  various  trying  posi- 
tions in  which  Gen.  Franklin  was  placed,  he  al- 
w-avs  acquitted  himself  with  honor,  and  his  military 
record  is  one  of  which  he  has  just  cause  to  be 
proud. 

j       Selecting  Han  fori!  as  his  future  place  of  resi- 
dence, the  General  came  to  this  city  in  1865.  In 
I  X'ovember  of  that  year  he  w-as  chosen  vice-jiresi- 
j  dent  and  general  manager  of  the  Colt's  Fatent  Fire 
I  Arms  Co.,  and  retained  that  position  until  April, 
1888.  In  1868  he  was  elected  president  of  the  board 
of  visitors  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point;  was  selected  as  the  most  suitable 
person  to  act  as  president  of  the  cc>mni!>-ion  for  the 
erection  of  the  new  Connecticut  State  House  in 
i  1872-73:  was  consulting  engineer  from   1873  to 
1877,  and  su])erintendent  of  constructii  n  from  1S77 
to  March,  1880.  The  magnificent  Capitol  is  nov.-  tlie 
pride  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  State,  and  it  is  a  re- 
markable fact  that  the  cost  of  erection  was  kept 
within  the  ajijjrMpriati' ms  made  by  i!iv  Legislature. 
In  all  the  details  of  construction  Gen.  l-'ranklin's 


G 


COMMEMORATIFE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


controlling  hand  coukl  be  felt,  .ind  his  vig-ilancc  ! 
was  never  relaxed.  "  i 

I-'or  fifteen  years,  from  1S72  to  1SS7,  Gen.  Frank-  | 
lin  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  water  eonimis-  ! 
sioners  of  llariford,  and  liere  hi?  experience  as  an  ] 
engineer  was  nsefnl  on  numerous  occasions:  and  at  ; 
the  Centennial  Hxhibiticn  he  was  chan-man  of  the  ! 
conimjttee  of  judges  on  EngineeriTig  and  Archi-  | 
lecture.  "  j 

In  1872  the  Xational  Indejiendent  Democratic  I 
Conventions  of  Xew  Jersey  and  Pennsvlrania  tele-  ■ 
graphed  Gen.  Franklm,  asking  if  he  would  accept  | 
the  nomination  for  President  of  the  United  Slates,  j 
to  run  against.  Horace  Greeley.  The  General  de-  | 
clincd,  stating  as  his  reason  that  to  defeat  Greeley  j 
the  party  must  stand  as  a  unit,  and  concentrate  its  i 
power.  In  1876  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  Presiden-  | 
tial  electors  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  took  part  ! 
in  the  convention  which  nomir.ated  Samuel  f.  Til-  ' 
den.  Prom  1877  to  1S79  ^'^^  ^^'^s  adjutant-general  j 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  froiu  Jul}-,  1S80,  i 
to  1900,  was  president  of  the  board  of  managers  j 
of  the  Xational  Plome  for  disabled  soldiers.  | 

Additional  honors  awaited  him.   In  June,  188S,  ! 
he  was  appointed   commissioner-general   for   the  | 
United  States  at  the  International  Exposition  at  ! 
Paris,  I'Tanee,  and  in  October  of  the  following  : 
year  he  received  the  appointment  of  grand  officer  j 
of  the  French  Legion  of  Honor,  a  high  compliment,  j 
and  the  only  one  of  the  kind  to  be  paid  an  Ameri-  ; 
can.   His  miniature  and  insignia  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor  have  been  accepted  to  appear  on  the  "Cullom  i 
^Memorial"  now  being  erected  at  West  Point  Acad-  : 
emy.   A  member  of  the  X'ew  York  Commandery  1 
of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  the  General  v\'a5  for  several  I 
"j'ears  its  commander.   Fie  is  a  member  of  the  Cin-  j 
cinnati ;  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  :  Sons  of  | 
Colonial  Wars  :  R.  O.  Tyler  Post,  Xo.  50.  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic ;  and  of  the  Army  and  Xavy 
Club.  Pie  still  retains  his  hold  on  the  business  world, 
and  is  vice-president  of  the  Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Inspection  &  Insurance  Co. ;  a  director  of  the  Con-  i 
necticut  ^Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co., of  the  Xational  i 
Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  Hartford,  of  Colt's  Fire  i 
Arms  Co.,  and  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Co.,  X'cw  : 
York.  j 

That  Gen.  Franklin  attained  high  rank  as  an  en-  1 
gineei  is  evidenced  bv  his  various  de5er\-ed  promo- 
tions.   X^o  man  could  have  risen  to  the  rank  of 
major-general  in  tlie  Civil  war  unless  he  was  a  born 
leader  of  men,  and  unless  he  liad  rare  capacity  for  ! 
handling  large  bodies  of  troops.  Returning  to  jiri-  : 
vate  life,  unless  he  had  executive  ability  of  the  1 
highest  order,  combined  with  a  superabundanc^^  of 
practical  common  sense,  no  man  could  be  the  con- 
trolling spirit  of  an  immense  corporation  for  over 
twenty  years.   L'idess  he  was  popular  in  th.e  truest 
and  Ijcst  sense  of  the  word,  no  man  could  have 
filled    tile   honorable   positions    which    have  Iiecn 
awarded  to  Gen.  Franklin  without  any  seeking  on 
his  pari.  ' 


Gen.  Franklin  was  married.  Julv  7,  JS52,  t.> 
Anna  L.  Clarke,  tlaughter  of  Mattheu'  St.  Ckdr 
and  Hannah  B.  Clarke,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  }^Irs. 
iM-anklin  died.  July  17.  looo.  at  the  age  of  seventv- 
six  }'ears.  at  the  home  in  Hartford,  after  an  illness- 
of  about  one  year.   The}-  had  no  children. 

JOSEPH  HARRIXGTOX  KIXG.  the  efficient 
and  popular  cashier  of  the  American  Xational  Bank 
of  Hartford,  is  one  of  the  well  and  favorablv  known 
bankers  of  Xew  England. 

Mr.  King  was  born  July  j8.  1855.  in  East  Hart- 
ford, e'onn.,  son  of  George  \\'alter  audi  Julia  (Burn- 
ham)  King,  and  grandson  of  Walter  King,  wiio 
was  born  Sept.  11.  1780,  in  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
and  died  in  1803  in  Xew  York  City.  In  earlv  man- 
hood he  entered  the  British  army,  servir.g  as  aide 
luider  Sir  John  Moore.  After  leaving  the  armv  he 
went  to  Lancashire,  England,  and  fro.n  liiere  can-ic. 
in  1S18,  to  the  United  Statts.  In  1807  he  married 
(rirstj  }vlrs.  Ann  (  Hesketh  )  .McCandish,  a  voun-- 
widow  with  one  son,  whom  he  lega'lv  adopted,  "giv- 
ing him  his  own  name,  John  McCandish  King.  Ti> 
th.e  union  came  children  as  fellows  :  James,  born  lan. 
7,  i8c8:  Isabella,  July  3,  1810:  Marv  Ann,  Aug. 
29,  1812;  Sarah,  Oct.  3,  1S14;  George  W'.,  Feb. 
10,  1817  :  and  Jane,  Aug.  23,  1819.  The  mother  died 
soon  after  the  birth  of  the  vouuQ-est  cliild  Mr. 

T  '  •  -  -  O 

King,  alter  having  been  in  this  country  for  a  tin-ie,. 
returned  to  England,  and  in  1822  again  came  to  the 
United  States.  His  secon.d  wife,  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
}>[r.  Robinson,  died  within  a  year  of  marriage.  Af- 
ter living  in  Xew  York  City  a  short  time  .Air.  King 
removed  to  Paterson,  X.  J.,  where  at  the  home  of  a 
friend.  Alexander  Allan,  he  met  .Miss  Elizabeth 
Morse,  whom  he  married  (third)  Jan.  25.  1825. 
and  who  bore  him  the  following  cliildren  :  .Mar}-  ].. 
born  Xov.  ii,  1825:  Elizab.nh  W..  Sept.  2.  1S27: 
Julia  S..  Oct.  16.  1829:  .\nne.  Dec.  23.  1831  :  .\nna 
Allan.  Sept.  2.  1833:  }ilenzier  Morse.  Oct.  6.  1S36; 
and  ]\Ienzier  .\nna  .Morse,  Jan.  9,  1840.  The  niiither 
made  her  residence  with  her  daughters  in  Xew  Ynrk 
Cit}-,  and  later  in  Brooklyn,  where  she  died  in  18S4, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-nine. 

George  W.  King,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Feb.  lO.  1817,  in  Lancash.ire,  England,  and 
was  brought  ti>  this  ci.)Uiur\-  liy  hi>  father,  who  fur  a 
time  li\-ed  at  Paterso/ii.  X.  J..  tlun  in  Xev.-  X'nrk  L"i;\-. 
George  W.  learned  the  jeweler's  tr;ide  with  tlie  tirni 
of  \\  ilmiit,  Mi'ffit  t.^-  L'urtis.  manufacturing  jeweler^ 
on  John  street,  .\'ew  \'t'rk  L  it}-,  and  diuMng  a  period 
iif  business  de])ression  visited  Paters  m.  X,  J..  made 
a  tri])  into  \  irginia.  and  later  came  to  h".;'.^t  1  hi  rt  t':  >r<l.. 
I  dp.n.,  where  he  w.-irked  \\  ilh  the  firm  <u  Mr-srs. 
W.  iK:  (  ).  Pitkin,  sil verv,-|iiihs.  He  tinallv  e-taldished 
himself  in  l)u.^iness  up^n  .*-^tate  ^tr.i.'t.  in  liartn>rd. 
coiuimung  his  residvnce  in  ilartl'iTd.  where  he 

had  alreadv  married.  In  1X31)  he  pmclia-i  il  a  resi- 
dence on  (ioveni'ir  ^rreit.  w  iuTe  he  died  in  1881.  nt 
the  age  of  sixtx'-fdiu'.  and  where  iiis  vvifc  passed 
awav  in  181)3.  at  the  age  uf  s  '\ eiU}  three.     I  I-.^ir 
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children  wcro  :  M:ir_\-  Jaiic.  boni  Ju!_\-  4.  1843:  James 
Walter,  Marcii  21,  1845:  Alicj\"."  Durnhani,"  Nov. 
22,1847:  lunma  Louisa,  Jan.  17.  1850:  Georijc  lluni- 
liain.  Jan.  o,  1S53;  Jv-iseph  i  larrin;:;-tou  i  llie  suhiect 
of  this  sketeii ).  July  28,  1853  ;  Annie  Kale,  Mareii  3, 
1S5S:  au',1  I'AlwartI  Everett,  Sept.  i8()2. 

Joseph  II.  Kinq-  passed  hi.,  early  selu-iol  days  in 
East  Hartford,  and  later  attended  the  public  scliools 
of  Hartford,  graduating  from  the  Hartford  Public 
High  School  in  1873.  eritered  the  American 

National  Hank  as  clerk,  and  Ijy  his  steady  devotion 
to  the  business  he  had  chusen  for  his  life  work,  his 
ready  grasp  of  ideas,  and  quick  mastery  of  the  in- 
tricate details  of  banking,  was  rapidly  promoted 
through  the  various  grades  to  the  general  book- 
keeper's desk,  from  winch,  in  18S3,  upon  th.e  resig- 
nation of  John  G.  Root  as  cashier,  he  was  choses  to 
that  ofHce — the  tlien  \oungest  officer  of  anv  bank 
in  the  city.  Genial  in  maimer,  careful  and  C3nscrva- 
tivc  in  his  dealings  with  all,  he  lias,  during  his  twen- 
ty-eight years'  banking  experience,  witnessed  the 
grow!;h  of  the  American  National  Dank  from  a  com- 
paratively small  institution  to  that  of  one  of  the 
largest  banks  in  the  Capitol  City.  He  is  a  most  co.n- 
petent  officer,  and  an  obliging  gentleman. 

On  Oct.  8,  1878,  3.1r.  King  v/as  married  to  Mary 
E.,  daughter  of  Walter  A.  LfXimis,  of  East  Hartford, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children :  Edwin 
Looniis,  now  with  the  Travelers  Insurance  Co.  of 
Hartford,  born  Aug.  18,  1880;  (3eorge  Walter,  born 
Feb.  8,  1886;  and  Lester  Hazen,  born  }vlarch  11, 
1887.  After  his  marriage  3>Ir.  King  resided  in  Hart- 
ford until,  in  1895,  he  built  a  handsome  Colonial 
residence  upon  Arncldale  Read,  just  south  of  \  an-- 
derbilt  Hill,  cue  of  the  most  attractive  and  sightly 
places  in  that  most  delightful  suburb  of  Hartford. 

GEORGE  W.  FOWLER  (deceased)  was  for 
so  many  years  actively  identified  with  public  allairs 
in  both  the  city  and  town  of  Hartford,  that  his  name 
has  become  well-nigh  a  houseliold  word  in  the  homes 
of  tliose  citizens  who  recall  his  public  spirit,  his 
fidelity  to  public  trusts,  and  his  wdiole-souled  gener- 
osit>  as  a  man.  He  was  born  in  ^^'estfield,  INIass., 
Oct.  15,  1844,  son  of  Lyman  Fowler,  and  grandson 
of  Roland  Fowler.  His  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Louisa  \'adikin,  and  his  paternal  grandmother  was 
a  Miss  Taylor.  His  great-grandfather.  Deacon  I"cv>  1- 
er,  married  Elizal'eth  Thayer,  daughter  of  a  cler- 
gyman. Lvman  Fowler  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  a  man  of  powerful  physique,  as  well  as  of  strong 
mental  jx^wer,  and  it  seems  not  improbable  that  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  physical  anrl  intellectual 
strength  which  George  \\'.  Fowler  exhibited 
throughout  life  came  to  him  liy  natural  inheritance. 

George  W.  Fowler  was  one  of  the  younger  of  a 
familv  of  nine  children,  and  the  exigencies  oi  his  .sit- 
uation in  boyhood  forced  him  early  to  shift  in  life 
for  himself.'  He  attended  the  public  schools,  and 
learned  th.e  trade  of  a  i)rinter.  Even  as  a  youth  he 
manifested  quick  intelligence,  a  retentive  memory, 


■  and  a  capacity  for  high  development.   The  ]'>'csi- 
/(>■/(/  A"c;^^^■  Lcllcr  an<_t  the  SpnugiicUi  Rcf'!ibiiia)i 
were  the  first  jiapers  on  which  he  was  emploved  as 
;  eijmi)osiior;  and  for  eight  years,  beginning  in  18O4, 
[  he  worked  at  the  case  in  the  composing  room  of  the 
i  Hartford  'J^nucs.    His  nature,  however,  was  not  one 
i  that  readily  yielded  to  circumspection,  and  in  1873 
I  he  organized  the  firm  of  Smith,  Prowler  &  Afiller. 
i  Sul)sequently  the  concern  was  incorporated  under 
i  the  name  of  Tlie  Fowder  &  ]^Iiller  Co.,  Mr.  Fowler 
becoming  its  jiresident  and  retaining  that  office  for 
1  many  years.    Thruugh  his  exceptioiiallv  keen  busi- 
j  ness  sense  and  his  rare  executi\e  ability  the  busi- 
I  ness  of  the  concern  grew  apace,  until  it  developed 
into  one  of  the  leading  printing  houses  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  State. 

It  is,  however,  through  his  public,  rather  tlian 
his  business,  career,  that  ^Ir.  Fowler    was  best 
[  known  in  Hartford  ;  and  it  is  for  his  acumen,  hard 
I  work  and  unswerving  loyalty  to  public  duty  tliat  he 
is  best  remembered.    He  began  his  public  life  as  a 
councilman  from  the  Sixth  ward,  whicli  bailiwick 
he  represented  in  the-aldermanic  councils  for  nine 
years.    His  record  there — as  also  thereafter — was 
one  of  which  his  familv  may  well  feel  proU'l.  In 
general  information  he  surpassed  most  of  his  col- 
leagues, and  his  broad  comprehension,  no  less  than 
his  unassailable  integrity,  resulted  in  the  commit- 
ment to  his  hands  of  important  trusts.  Among 
these  mav  be  mentioned  the  delicate  and  difricult 
!  task  of  the  revision  of  the  municipal  ordinances, 
I  in  th.e  performance  of  which  he  was  associated  with 
j  John  H.  Brocklesby  and  Henry  E.  Taintor.  In 

1894  he  was  electt?d  tax  collector  of  his  town  :  in 

1895  for  the  city  and  town;  and  in  1897  re-elected 
by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

Besides  being  thus  prominently  identified  with 
the  city  government,  >ilr.  Fowler  was  one  of  the 
chief  officials  of  the  town.  From  1883  to  1895  he 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  being  re- 
peatedlv  made  the  head  of  that  important  body. 
With  such  ability,  industry  and  integrity  did  he 
perform  the  duties  of  this  high  office  that,  during 
the  last  three  years  of  his  service, he  was  the  nominee 
of  both  political  parties.  It  was  during  the  term  of 
his  service  as  selectman  that  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant reforms  in  town  administration  were  con- 
ceived and  carried  out.  A  new  almshouse  was 
built,  and  the  old  site  was  converted  into  one  of  the 
most  attractive  sections  of  the  city,  the  transforma- 
tion resulting  in  the  increase  of  the  "grand  list"  tor 
purposes  of  taxation  by  $200,000.  ^lr.  Fowler  was 
also  chairman  of  the  Free  Bridge  Commission.  .\1- 
though  a  life-long  Democrat,  and  one  of  his  party's 
local  leaders,  Mr.  Fowler  enjoyed  the  confidence  aid 
respect  of  his  political  opponents.  In  private  life 
he  was  always  noted  for  his  acute  discernment, 
readv  grasp  of  problems,  fidelity  to  friends,  and 
liberal,  though  unostentatious,  charity.  His  mind 
was  naturalh-  analytical,  and  he  possessed  the  rare 
power  of  making  his  knowledge  clear  to  others. 
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<Jnc  of  iiis  most  pronouncoi.1  cliaracteristics  was  his  ; 
detestation  of  falsehood,  and.  above  all,  of  liypocrisy.  i 
Sincere  h.iniself,  he  could  nut  brciok  insincerity  in  i 
others,  and  his  own  love  of  truth  made  him  intol-  ' 
erant  of  liars.  He  was  a  man  of  social  instinct 
and  ji'cnial  temperament,  and  well  loved  bv  his  ; 
friends;  a  member  of  St.  lolin's  Lodge.  Xo.  4,  i 
V.      A.  M.,  of  Hartford:  the  1'..  V.  Wau-  ; 

gunk  Tribe,  1.  O.  R.  M. ;  and  tlie  National  Provi-  ' 
dent  L'liion.  He  also  belonged  to  the  Gentlemen's 
Driving-  Club.  j 
On  ^larch  29.  1S83.  ^Ir.  Fowler  married  ^I.  | 
Louise  Kowles,  who<e  father.  Judge  Rowles,  was  ! 
a  man  of  high  repute  in  Tennessee.  ]\Ir.  Fowler 
died  July  -4,  1S97,  leaving  a  wife  and  daughter.  ; 

XELSOX  HOLLISTER,  who  died  on  March  2,  \ 
1897,  was  for  a  long  period  c^ne  of  Liartford's  prom-  1 
inent  business  men  and  substantial  citizens.  He  was  j 
a  picturesque  figure  on  the  streets  where  his  iiowing  | 
pure  white  hair  and  beard,  clear  complexion,  and 
kindlv  smile  attracted  general  attention. 

r>orn  b'eb.  12,  1810.  in  Andover.  Conn.,  son  of 
Gideon  and  Tslarv  (Olmstead)  HoUister,  our  sub- 
ject was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  historic  fam- 
ilies of  the  Colon.ial  period  of  Xew  England  and 
Connecticut,  and  a  family  of  prominence,  too,  in 
the  history  of  the  State. 

(1)  John  Hollister.  the  ancestor  of  the  Ameri- 
can Hollisters,  is  believed  to  liave  been  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1G12,  and  to  lia\e  emigrated  to  America 
about  164J,  sailing  from  Bristol,  England.  His 
name  is  of  record  in  W'ethersheld.  Conn.,  as  early 
as  1642.  He  became  one  of  tlie  most  prominent 
men  of  that  town  and  the  Connecticut  Colony,  and 
represented  tlie  town  many  times  in  the  Legislature. 
He  married  Joaraia,  daughter  of  Hon.  William 
Treat,  Sr.    John  Hollister  died  in  1665. 

From  this  emigrant  ancestor  the  late  Xelson 
Hollister  was  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  genera- 
tion, his  line  being  througli  John  {2),  Thomas, 
Gideon,  Xathaniel  and  Gideon  (2j. 

(H)  John  Hollister  (2),  son  of  John  the  emi- 
grant, born  about  1644  in  W'ethersfieM,  marrieil  in 
iG>j  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  Goodrich.  'Sir. 
Hollister  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Glastonbury.' 
■where  he  died  in  171 1. 

(HL)  Thomas  Hollister.  son  of  John  (2),  born 
in  1672  in  Wcthersfield.  married  Dorothv,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Hills,  of  Glastonbury,  and  lived  and  died 
in  that  town,  passing  away  in  1741. 

Gideon  Hollister,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
in  1699  in  Glastonbur}-,  married  in  1723  Rachel, 
daughter  of  Sergt.  Xathaniel  Talcott.  and  settled 
in^he  East  Parish  of  Glastonbury.  Sir.  Hollister 
was  a  lieutenant  in  the  militia,  and  a  deacon  in  the 
church  in  Glastonbury.    He  died  in  1785. 

(\')  Xathaniel  Hollister.  son  of  Gideon,  Ijorn  in 
173 1  in  Glastonburv,  married  in  1754  Mabel  Mat- 
son.    He  died  in  1810. 

(\'[)  Gideon  Hollister  (2I,  son  of  Xathaniel, 


and  the  father  of  Xelson  Hollister.  born  in  1776,  ii' 
Glastonbury,  married  Mary  CHmsiead.  of  East  Hart- 
ford, and  settled  in  Andover,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
a  manufacturer  of  paper,  and  a  valued  and  respected 
member  of  society.  He  tlied  in  i8<j4. 

Xelson  llollister,  tlie  subject  pnijier  of  this 
sketch,,  in  voutli  became  engaged,  with  his  father 
and  brothers,  in  the  manufacture  of  pajier.  Sub- 
sequently he  removed  to  Hartford,  and  in  about 
1840  engaged  in  business  on  Front  street,  as  a 
dealer  in  paper  stock  and  rags.  wIktc  he  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  large  fortune.  Late  in  tlie  "sixties 
he  disposed  of  his  business  and  retired,.  .\Ir.  Hol- 
lister was  identified  with  a  number  of  banks  and 
corporations,  among  them  the  old  Charter  CJak  Life 
Insurance  Co.,  the  .Etna  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  the 
tlartford  Steam  Roller  Inspection  and.  Insurance 
Co.,  and  the  State  Ban.k,  in  all  of  which  iie  was  a 
director.  He  superintended  the  erection  of  the  large 
granite  building  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Athe- 
neum  streets,  now  the  property  of  the  ,Etna  Life 
Insurance  Co.  He  was  the  first  treasurer  of  the 
Flartford  &  Connecticut  \"alley  Railroad  Co.  He 
was  president  of  the  Cedar  Hill  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion, and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  cemetery's 
development.  He  was  an  original  member  and  a 
deacon  of  the  Pearl  Street  Congregational  Church, 
organized  in  1852.  Sir.  Hollister  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  X'eteran  Corps  of  the  Governor's  Foot 
Guard,  in  which  he  ever  took  an  active  interest.  In 
1894  he  uas  ailniitted  as  a  member  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Historical  Society.  L'p  to  two  years  before  his 
death,  in  spite  of  his  years,  ^^Ir.  Hollister  was  one  of 
the  most  active  men  of  Flartford.  He  was  poss- 
essed of  a  vigorous  constitution  and  good  health, 
was  a  great  lover  of  outdoor  life  and  sports,  and 
enjoved  seeing  plaved  the  X'ational  game  of  base- 
ball." 

On  ]^[ay  12,  1S34,  Sir.  Hollister  was  married  to 
Edith  Sawyer,  born  Xov.  21,  1S15,  daughter  of  Eli- 
jah R.  and  Fanny  (Spencer)  Sawyer,  of  \\  indham, 
Conn.  They  had  four  children,  as  follows:  (i)  Ar- 
thur X'.  Flol'lister,  born  Dec.  28.  1835,  died  Jan.  18. 
1897.  (2)  Erskin  Ik  Holli'^ter.  born  }Jay  4.  1842, 
died  Xov.  21,  1859.  (3;  Edith  Sawyer  Hohiste:-.  born 
May  15.  1845.  was  married  May  13.  1867,  to  Charles 
Augustus  Robinson.  (4)  Lucy  ."^awver  Hollister, 
born  Aug.  3,  184S,  married  June  14,  1870,  Albert 
H.  Olmsted. 

CHARLES  H.  LAW  REXCE.  .secretary  of  the 
Phienix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co..  Ilartf  ird.  was 
Imrii  Aug.  23.  1845,  in  Xew  York  l'it\ .  son  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Moore)  Lawrence.  He  attended 
tlie  i^ublic  scho'ds  and  the  Free  .Academy  of  his 
native  citv,  now  the  College  of  the  City  of  Xew 
York,  and  then  began  a  business  career  as  a  clerk 
in  the  Xew  "S'ork  Ijranch  store  of  Smith  .S:  Rourn, 
of  Hartford.  Conn.  He  changed  to  the  Hartfi^rd 
house  in  l8f)^.  and  remaiiud  with  Snuth  \  r.ourn 
initil  Ian,  1.  1871.  when  he  enured  into  an  arrange- 
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jiKMU  with  the  riianix  ^ifutiial  Life  luMiraiicc  Co., 
\\\x.\\  wliicli  company  he  has  since  rcniaincfl  nnin- 
terruptcdly.  i'.eginning-  as  clerk,  lio  was  advanced 
t!in.H'.i;!i  sncceeding-  grades,  and  in  1889  was  chiosen 
to  the  secretaryship  ot  ib.c  conipanv,  his  present 
position. 

In  his  pohtical  views  Mr.  Lawrence  is  a  stanch 
Repnhhcan,  and  as  such  has  servetl  several  suc- 
■cessive  terms  in  the  common  council,  and  l\ir  a 
number  of  years  represented  the  Second  ward  in 
the  board  of  aldermen,  of  which  he  was  president. 
Mr.  Lawrence  has  figured  quite  activeh'  and  prom- 
inently in  local  politics,  and  has  been  a  member 
■of  the  Republican  State  Central  Committee.  He 
is  a  conscientious  worker,  and  has  done  nmch  to 
elevate  the  standard  of  local  political  infiuence  in 
all  branches  of  the  public  service.  lie  is  a  di- 
rector in  the  State  Bank,  and  sustains  similar  rela- 
tions with  other  Hartford  corporations. 

On  Nov.  26,  1872.  Air.  Lawrence  was  married 
to  -Miss  Juliette  H.,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas 
T.  Fisher,  of  Hartford,  a  successful  merchant  and 
stock  broker,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  his  day. 
Two  children,  a  soti  and  a  daughter,  have  blessed 
tliis  union. 

WILLL\.M  DEXISOX  AIORGAX.  cashier  of 
the  ^"Etna  X'ational  Bank,  of  Hartford,  has  already 
made  unusual  progress  along  the  highway  to  suc- 
cess in  the  business  world.  He  was  born  Dec.  19, 
1873,  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  son  of  A\'illiam  Gardner 
Morgan,  and  is  of  the  ninth  generation  in  descent 
from  James  INLorgan. 

(I)  James  ]\lorgan  was  born  in  1607  in  "Wales, 
likely  in  Llandaff,  Glam.organshire,  but  later  lived 
in  Bristol,  England,  coming  from  the  latter  place 
to  Boston  in  1636;  to  Roxbury  before  1O40;  to  Xew 
London,  Conn.,  in  1650;  and  to  Groton  in  1657, 
flying  at  the  place  last  named  in  1685.  He  married 
in  1640  Margery  Hill,  of  Roxbury.  From  this  an- 
cestor William  Gardner  Alorgan  is  descended 
through  Capt.  John,  William,  William  {  2),  William 
Avery,  Col.  Avery  and  Xathan  Denison  3*Iorgan. 

(II)  Capt.  John  2\Iorgan,  son  of  James  the  emi- 
grant, born  in  1645,  married  (second;  Widow  Eliza- 
beth Williams,  daughter  of  Lieut. -Gov.  \\'illiam 
Jones,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  granddaughter  ot  Gov. 
Theophilus  Eaton.  Capt.  ?^Iorgan  moved  to  Preston, 
Conn.,  about  1692,  and  died  in  1712. 

(III)  William  3>Iorgan,  son  of  Capt.  John,  born 
in  1693,  married  in  1716  Mary,  daughter  of  Capt. 
James  Avery,  ^\'illianl  Morgan  died  in  1729,  and 
his  wife  Marv  passed  away  in  17S0. 

(IV)  William  :Morgan  (2),  son  of  William, 
born  in  1723,  married  in  1744  Temperance,  daiigh- 
ter  of  Christopher  Avery,  of  Groton.  They  resided 
in  Groton,  where  Mr.  ^vlorgan  died  in  1777.  ''i^ 
widow  died  in  1801. 

(V)  William  Avery  Morgan,  son  of  William 
(2),  born  in  1754.  married  (first)  Lydia,  daughter 
of  Nathan   Smith,  of  Groton.     They  settled  in 


I  Groton,  and  in  1796  removed  to  Colciiesier.  ?\Irs. 

Morgan  died  in  J804,  an.d  in  1814  Mr.  Morgan 
i  moved  to  Xew  London,  where  he  died  in  1842. 
i  (\1)  Col.  Avery  Morgan,  son  of  William 
Aver\-,  born  in  1781,  married  in  1802  Jeru-.ha, 
I  dangiiter  of  Jonathan  I'uirdner,  anil  settled  m 
Bozrah,  thence  al)Out  1807  reni<,)vinc  to  Colchester, 
I  aiKl  later  to  Hartford,  where  he  died  in  i8'3o,  and 
I  his  widuw  in  i8('u.  Col.  Morgan  was  a  carpenter, 
i  merchant  and  farmer;  v.'as  an  officer  in  the  militia; 
j  and  served  in  the  State  Legislature. 
\        (\I1)    Xathan  Denison  ALorgan,  son  of  Col. 

Avery,  born  C)ct.  22,  1818.  married  (first)  Hilary  B. 
i  Churchill,  born  in   I'urtland,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
I  Capt.  Henry  Church.ill,  of  Portland,  and  they  had 
seven  children,  four  of  wliom  are  still  living:  Col. 
Henry  C,  of  Colchester,  a  retired  L"nited  States 
army  officer,  now  Commissary-General  of  Connecti- 
I  cut;  ALatilda.  }ilrs.  Julian  W.  .Merrill,  of  Bronx- 
ville,  X.  Y. ;  William  (Jardner,  fa.ther  of  our  sub- 
i  ject;  and  James  H.,  who  lives  in  Brooklyn,  and  is 
:  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  Xew  York 
City.    ]\[rs.  Mary  B.  ?^Ic~)rgan  died  in  1854,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-two  years.    Her  parents  were  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Portland.    In  i860  ]\Ir. 
^Morgan  married  (second)  Helen  ]M.,  daughter  of 
Gen.  James  \\'atson  Webb,  former  editor  of  tlie 
]  A'l':!.'  York  Courier  and  Err^iuccr,  and  United  States 
minister  to  Brazil.     They  had  two  children,  one 
i  living,  Robert  Webb  [Morgan,  who  is  a  resident  of 
Bronxville,  X.  Y.,  and    is  engaged  in  business  in 
Xew  York  City.  Xathan  D.  Morgan  was  for  some 
time  president  of  the  }*Ianhattan  Life  Insurance 
!  Co.,  of  Xew  York,  and  after  leaving  that  company 
!  organized  the  Xorth  American  Insurance  Co.,  of 
1  which  he  was  president  from  1872  to  1894,  wdien  he 
\  retired  from  business.    He  v/as  also  a  director  of 
!  the  Farragut  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  X'ew  York. 
;  He  passed  away  in  1S97,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
I  nine  years.    Mr.  ]\Iorgan  was  reputed  to  have  been 
I  one  of  the  most  accomplished  insurance  officers  in 
I  the  country.    He  was  a  director  of  the  Eye  &  Ear 
j  Infirmarv  in  Brooklyn.    In  religious  connection  he 
!  was  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Brook- 
I  Ivn,  being  warden  of  St.  Paul's. 

I        (\'III)    William    Gardner    AForgan,    ^on  of 

Xathan  D..  born  Dec.  23.  i84(),  was  married,  in 
I  1868  to  Elizabeth  C.  Hall,  of  Portlatul,  e'onn., 
I  daughter  of  Joel  Hall,  president  of  the  Shaler  &  Hall 
1  Quarry  Co.,  and  the  only  survivor  of  his  family 

of  four  children.  To  Mr.  and  ?\frs.  Morgan  have 
i  been  born  three  children:  Fdizabeth  Hall,  William 
1  Denison,  and  Samuel  St.  John,  the  latter  now  at- 
I  tending  Trinity  College.  William  G.  'Morgan 
i  spent  his  early  years  in  Brooklyn,  Xev.-  York  and 
1  Hartford,   and   was   in  the   United  States  Naval 

Academy  at  Xewjx^jrt  and  Annapolis  for  a  time,  hut 
i  in  1867  he  was  injured  and  (obliged  to  resign.  He 
\  then  entered  the  life  insurance  businc.-s.  as  a  clerk 

in  the  Xorth  .\merica  Life  Insurance  Co.  In  1870 
i  he  became  its  aciu:iry,  continuing  in  that  position 
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until  1874.  whon  ho  left  the  companv  and  cngacred 
in  manufactunn--  gas  burning-  goods^  and  small  ^ar- 
ticlos  in  Xcw  \  ork.  until  1879.  then  came  to 

HartfonI  and  formed  a  connection  with  the  Juiia 
Life  insurance  Co..  being  njw  editor  of  the  '■.Etna," 
and  its  advertising-  manager.  \U  also  edits  the 
'VEtna^Life  Xews,  "  entirely  for  agents,  which  has 
a  circub.iion  of  3,500;  and  the  accident  edition  of 
the  ■■--Etna."  devoted  to  accident  business,  wliich 
has  a  circulation  of  35.000.  The  regular  ".Etna" 
has  a  circulation  of  2j^,ooo.  [Mr.  IVh^rgan  is  a  Re- 
piibHcan  in  politics.  Religiously  he  is  a  member 
01  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his  familv 
also  belong. 

A\  illiam  D.  ^Morgan  received  liis  education  in 
Connecticut,  attending-  the  common  schools  and 
Public  High  School  m  Hartford.  In  September, 
1890,  he  entered  the  .EZtna  National  Bank  as  clerk', 
and  worked  himself  up  to  the  position  of  discount 
clerk.  In  i8yy  he  was  made  cashier,  being  the 
youngest  cashier  of  a  Xationa!  bank,  with  one  ex- 
ception, in  the  United  States.  Theirs  is  the  finest 
banking  office  in  the  State,  and  the  bank,  which 
was  organized  in  1S57,  is  the  second  largest.  In 
1900  -Mr.  Alorgau  married  Lucile  S.  Couch,  of 
Providence,  R.  L,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Jennie 
S.  Coucli.  the  former  a  native  of  Danielson,  Conn.; 
he  w-as  in  the  real-estate  business  in  Providence  for 
many  years.  Mrs.  IMorgan  is  an  only  child.  Our 
subject  is  secretary  to  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  bank.  Socially  he  holds  membership  in  the 
Bachelors  Club :  the  Hartford  Canoe  Club ;  the 
Farmington  Canoe  Club ;  the  Hartford  Scientific 
Society ;  and  the  Church  Club.  He  is  a  member 
of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a  Republican 
in  politics. 

HOADLY.  The  family  bearing  this  name 
in  Hartford,  of  which  Charles  Jeremy  Hoadly,  LL. 
D.,  State  Librarian,  was  an  honored  member,  is  one 
of  the  prominent  families  of  the  city  whose  line  in 
New-  England  extends  back  over  a  period  of  over 
two  hundred  and  thirty  vears. 

A\  illiam  Hoadly,  the  settler,  ancestor  of  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  those  who  t>ear  the  name  in  this 
country,  was  born  in  about  the  year  1630  in  Eng- 
land. His  name  first  appears  in  Saybrook,  Conn.,  in 
1663.  In  1666  he  bought  the  home  lot  of  Rev. 
Abraham  Pierson.  of  Dranford,  Conn.,  when  the 
latter  moved  to  Xew  Jersey.  He  there  conducted 
his  business  as  a  merchant,  his  shop  being  next  to 
his  dwelling-house.  He  w-as  a  deputy  from  Bran- 
ford  to  the  General  Court  at  nine  sessions  between 
1678  and.  1685,  was  one  of  the  patentees  of  the  town, 
Feb.  16.  1685-86,  and  was  one  of  the  selectrnen  sev- 
eral years  between  1673  and  1690.  He  dicfl  in  X'o- 
vembcr  or  December,  1709,  in  Branford.  He  was 
thrice  married,  but  of  his  first  wife  nothing  is  known. 
His  second  wife,  w-hom  he  wedded  about  1686,  was 
"sirs.  INIary  (  Bullard  )  Farrington  (  widow  of  John 
Fr.rrington,  of   Dedham,  Mass.,  and    daughter  of 


William  Bullard,  of  Charlestown,  [Mass.),  who  died 
[May  ij,  1703.  in  Branford.  About  1704  he  married 
(third)  in  Branford  .Mrs.  Ruth  (Bowers)  Erisbie. 
w  idow  of  Joim  Erisbie,  and  daugiuer  of  Rev.  John 
and  Britlget  (  Thompson)  Bowers,  baptized  "iJcc. 
20,  I(,i57,  in  Xew  Haven,  died  April  26,  173O.  ii: 
Branford.  His  children  by  his  first  marriage  were: 
William,  Samuel,  John,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  \lannah 
and  Abraham. 

Charles  Jeremy  Hoadly.  LL.  D..  of  Hartford, 
was  in  the  seventh  generation  from  \\'illiain  Hoadlv 
( written  by  him  HodleJ,  the  settler  at  Saybrook  ana 
Branford,  the  line  of  his  descent  being  througli 
Samuel,  Samuel  (2),  James,  Hon.  Jeremy,  and  Will- 
iam Henrv. 

(II)  Samuel  Hoadley,  son  of  \\"illiam,  died  in 
17 14,  in  Branford,  Conn.  He  wa-  killed  under  a 
haymow.  He  married,  [March  6.  i6Sq,  in  Branford. 
Abigail  i-\arrington,  born  .\pril  30,  166S,  in  Ded- 
ham, ?\Iass..  daughter  of  John  and  [Mary  (Bullard' 
Farrington,  died  Feb.  26,  1745,  in  Branford.  He 
became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Branford,  havinc- 
been  granted  a  parcel  of  land  in  1687.  and  lived  in 
Hopyard  Plain.  His  children,  born  in  Branford. 
Conn.,  were:  Abigail,  William,  Hannah,  Samuel, 
Gideon,  Lydia,  Benjamin,  Daniel  and  Timoth\-. 

(III)  Samuel  Hoadley  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  b^^ru 
Feb.  20,  1696,  in  Branford,  Conn.,  married  in  1720. 
in  Branford,  Lydia  Erisbie,  daughter  of  Caleb  and 
Hannah  Erisbie.  born  June  i,  1698.  in  Branford. 
died  there  Feb.  6,  1759.  Samuel  Hoadlev  lived  on 
his  farm.  He  was  very  corpulent.  His  children, 
born  in  Branford,  were:  .\bigail.  Gideon,  Sanuiel. 
Ebenezer,  Jacob,  Lydia,  Jerusha  and  James. 

( 1\' )  James  Hoadley.  son  of  Samuel  (2),  born 
Feb.  25,  1738,  in  Branford.  died  there  Feb.  18.  1815. 
He  married,  [March  3.  1768,  in  Branford.  Airs.  Lydia 
(Buellj  [Hoadley.  widow  of  Benjamin  Hoadley.  and 
daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  and  Lydia  (  \\  iI,:ox  ) 
Ihiell,  born  in  1740,  in  Killingworth.  Conn.,  died 
April  17,  1820,  in  Hartford,  Conn.  James  Hoadlev 
was  a  farmer.  His  children,  born  in  Branfor.i. 
were:  James,  Ambrose,  Lydia,  Jeremy  and  Reuel. 

(\')  Hon.  Jeremy  Hoadley.  son  of  James,  b'lni 
July  28,  1776,  in  Branford.  died  Dec.  i.  1S47.  i'l 
Hartford.  On  July  7,  1798,  he  married  in  Guilford. 
Conn.,  Harriott  Fairchild.  daughter  of  Capt.  .\sher 
and  Thankful  (Hubbard)  Fairchild.  born  July  5. 
1770.  in(iuilford,  died  Sept.  22.  184V),  in  Hartford. 
Jeremy  Hoadley  lived  in  Guilford  the  first  three 
years  after  his  marriage,  and  moved  to  Hartford  i;i 
1806.  He  was  a  selectman  of  the  town  for  over 
twenty  }ears.  was  an  alderman  of  the  city,  and!  on 
the  death  of  Mayor  Griswold  became  acting  mayor 
of  Hartford  from  Xov.  23,  1835,  to  .-\pril  13.  1830. 
He  was  one  of  the  re]M-esentatives  for  Hartforii  in 
the  General  .\ssembly  at  the  sessions  of  1822.  1823. 
1820,  and  1828,  and  was  sheritt  of  Hartford  coiunx" 
from  1828  to  1834,  declining  re-electi<in.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  W  big  .^tate  Central  (["ommittci-  in 
the  rresideiitial  campaigns  of  182O  and  1840.  His 
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cliiMrcn  wore:  William  II,.  Frc.Ierick  II.,  Harriet 
S.,  .Maria  ].,  Delia  A.,  and  Caroline  M..  all  now  de- 
ceased. 

(  \'I  )  William  Henry  Hoadley,  father  of  Charles 
J.  Hoadly,  LL.  D..  was  horn  July  30.  iSoo.  hi  lluil- 
lord.  Conn".,  and  died  Aug.  8.  1849,  Harthird. 
On  Dec.  7.  1S24.  at  Simshury.  Conn.,  he  was  married 
to  Harriet  Louisa  Hillyer.  who  was  horn  Julv  23. 
1S03.  in  East  Granhy.  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Col  An- 
drew and  Lucy  (Tudor)  Hillyer.  and  s^randdaucrh- 
ter  of  James  and  ^lary  (Humj)hrey  i  Hillyer.  Col. 
Andrew  Hillyer  v.as  in  the  French  and  Indian  war. 
and  served  under  Lord  Amherst  in  the  expedition 
against  Canada.  He  was  with  Lord  Albemarle 
under  Putnam,  at  the  taking  of  Llavana,  and  of 
fourteen  who  went  from  Simshury  onlv  he  and 
one  other  returned  alive.  Later  he  was  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  serving  part  of  each  year.  He  raised 
a  company  in  Granhy,  and  was  present  at  the  "Lex- 
ington .-\Iarm."  This  Colonel  Hillyer  was  a 
graduate  of  Vale  College,  class  of  1770,  an  Episco- 
]>alian  in  religion,  and  a  Whig  in  politics.  His 
original  intent, on  was  to  become  a  missionary.  He 
died  at  East  Granhy  in  1828.  Ele  married  Lucy 
Tudor,  a  daughter  of  Elihu  Tudor,  who  was  a  grad- 
uate of  Yale  College,  class  of  1750,  and  was  a  son 
of  Rev.  Samuel  Tudor.  Elihu  Tudor  was  one  of  the 
staff  of  Gen.  Wolfe  at  the  storming  of  the  heights 
of  Abraham,  Quebec,  1759.  Later  he  was  with 
Lord  Albemarle,  in  1762,  at  the  taking  of  Elavana. 
As  Col.  Andrew  Hillyer  was  with  him  on  these  oc- 
casions it  is  doubtless  true  that  during  these  times 
the  acquaintance  between  them  was  formed  whicli 
later  resulted  in  Col.  Elillver  marr\  ing  the  daughter 
of  his  old  army  friend.  Gen.  Charles  Tudor  Hill- 
yer, brother  of  }^Irs.  William  Lloadley,  died  in 
Hartford  when  over  ninety  years  of  age. 

^^4lliam  H.  Hoadley  resided  in  Llartford  all  his 
life:  his  wife  died  Feb.  15,  1895,  in  the  old  home  at 
Xo.  78  Ann  street,  where  she  had  lived  since  1833. 
Their  children  were :  (  i )  Mary  Robbins  Hoadley, 
born  Dec.  22,  1825,  died  April  29,  1896. 

(2)  Charles  Jeremy  Hoadlv,  born  Aug.  i, 
1828,  was  graduated  from  Trinitv  College  in  1851, 
at  the  head  of  his  class.  He  was  given  the  degree 
of  M.  A.,  in  1854,  received  the  same  degree  from 
Yale  College  in  1879.  and  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  from 
Trinity  in  1S89.  He  read  law  in  Hartford  in  the 
office  of  Henry  K.  W.  Welch,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  1S55,  from  which  time  he  had  charge  of 
the  State  Library,  which,  through  efficiency,  dili- 
gence and  ability  in  his  service  of  nearlv  fifty  years, 
was  made  one  of  the  best  collections  of  Law  Reports 
and  Statute  Law  in  the  land.  He  edited  the  Xew 
Haven  Colonial  Records,  1638-65,  two  vnlumes,  also 
Conncct'cut  Colonial  Records.  1689-1776,  twelve  vol- 
unK's:  Connecticut  State  Records,  1776-1780,  two 
volumes,  and  was  engaged  on  the  third,  volume  when 
his  sight  failed.  He  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
who  prepared  \'ols.  V  and  VI  of  the  Special  Laws 
of  Connecticut.    He  published  several   short  his- 


!  torical  articles,  among  wh.ich  were  a  '"Sixe'ch  of 
i  the  Life  of  Silas  Deane,"'  in  the  Fenn  Mag.  of 
j  History.  1877:  "Annal;.  of  Christ  Church.,  Hart- 
{  ford,"  i87<>:  "Holidays  in  Connecticut,"  188S:  the 
j  "I'ublic  Seal  of  Connecticut,"  1S89:  "Town  Kepre- 
I  scntation  in  tlie  General  Assembly."  i8i;2  ( t!ie  last 
i  three  in  tlie  Connecticut  Register  tV^r  those  years)  ; 
j  "Some  Early  Fost  ^Mortem  Examinations  in  Xew 

England,"  read  before  the  State  .Medical  Societv, 

1892. 

i  Dr.  Hoadly  was  a  member  of  the  American 
I  Antiquarian  Society,  an  honiirary  or  corresponding 
I  member  of  a  d  izen  or  more  historical  societies,  and 
president  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  a 
position  he  held  for  five  or  six  years.  Some  time 
ago,  on  account  of  his  failing  evesight,  he  declined 
re-election,  but  the  society  would  not  accept  his  re- 
fusal, and  he  retained  the  position  until  his  death. 
\\  bile  an  under-graduate  of  Trinitv  College  he 
received  the  President's  prizj  for  Latin  prose  (  the 
first  one  otTered),  kept  up  his  Latin,  and  could  to- 
day, were  he  living,  write  a  petition  in  Latin.  In  the 
fail  of  1899  Dr.  Hoadly  met  with  a  painful  acci- 
dent, by  falling  down  stairs  in  his  home,  which, 
while  not  breaking  bones,  j^artly  incapacitated  him 
for  work.    He  died  Oct.  19.  1900. 

(3)  Frederick  William  Hoadley  was  born  Dec. 
2,  1 83 1.  Soon  after  the  death  of  his  father  he  went 
to  Columbia,  S.  C,  where  he  read  law  and  was  ad-' 
mitted  to  the  Bar.  Before  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  he  removed  to  Little  Rock.  Ark.,  and 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  secession  ordinance  held 
a  staff  appointment  in  the  militia  (judge  advocate, 
with  rank  of  captain).    He  entered  the  C^'Uieder- 

i  ate  service,  leaving  the  State  as  Captain  of  an  ar- 
tillery company,  was  at  Alemphis  (Tenn.  ),  Colum- 
bus (Ky.),  Fort  Pi!lov\-  and  Island  Xo.  10  (Tenn.), 
where  most  of  his  company  were  captured,  he  nar- 
rowly escaping.  .After  this  a  new  artillery  regi- 
ment was  formed,  called  the  First  Tennessee  Heavy 
Artillery,  C.  S.  and  he  was  made  its  major.  .-\.t 
\'icksburg.  Miss.,  he  had  command  of  the  \\'ater 
Ijattery,  a  big  gun  called  "Whistling  Dick."  and 
there  met  his  death,  in  June,  1863,  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  place  was  surrendered.  The  \'icksburg' 
Dailv  Citizen,  noticing  his  death,  said:  "Major 
Hoadlev  was  a  man  of  fine  intelligence,  untiring  in- 
dustrv  and  zeal  in  the  cause,  kind  to  the  men  under 
him  and  a  gentleman  in  every  sense."  Gen.  Tirant, 
writing  to  his  l)rotlier,  said  :  "The  Major  was  a  great 
favorite  of  the  citizens  of  \'icksburg." 

(4)  James  Henrv  Hoadley.  horn  Dec.  1S33, 
entered  the  I  nited  States  navy  in  1859  as  captain'.s 
clerk,  on  the  "Mohawk."  ami  was  cruising  after 
slavers  on  the  north  of  Cuba.  He  resigiud  in  1862 
to  take  charge  of  the  L'nitetl  States  sanitarv  cttm- 
mission  in  the  Department  of  the  South,  in  which  he 

I  continued  imtil  after  the  close  of  the  war.     He  was 
I  sent  Xorth,  and  t(H>k  charge,  as  superintendent,  of 
a  hospital  in  Xew  York  City,  called  Lincoln  Home, 
i  a  home  for  cripj)led  soldiers.    Since  then,  until  a 
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few  years  as;o.  his  life  has  been  passed  in  Broad 
and  Wall  street,  Xew  York. 

(5,1  (iceirs^e  Edwartl  Hoadlev.  horn  June  2S. 
18,^7.  resides  in  Hartford. 

(0  1  I'raneis  Andrew  Hoadle}'.  horn  Oet.  12. 
384-',  i>  teller  of  the  lianfurd  Trust  Co. 

(  7  I  Harriet  Louise  Hoadlev.  born  Mav  22,  1846, 
Avas  married  June  17.  1874.  to  Dr.  W  illiam  A.  Cor- 
\vin.  of  the  L'nited  States  naw,  and  has  two  daui^Ii- 
ters.  He  died  oft  Panama,  of  yellow  fever,  in 
IMareh.  18S6.    She  resides  in  Hartford. 

CHAPMAX.  The  Chajiman  family  of  Hart- 
ford, of  whieli  the  late  Hon.  Charles  Rieliard  Chap- 
man was  a  worthy  descendant,  and  whose  ehildren 
are  amoni;  tlie  leading;  citizens  of  the  city,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  pronrnent  families  of  Con- 
necticut. 

Hon.  Charles  Richard  Chapman  was  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  tlic  American  ancestor  of 
the  family,  Robert  Chapman,  the  line  of  his  descent 
being"  through  Deacon  Xathaniel,  Deacon  Caleb, 
Phineas,  Judge  Asa,  and  Hon.  Charles. 

(I)  Robert  Chapman,  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Savbrook,  Conn.,  in  1635-36,  or  in  the  succeeding' 
spring,  according  to  family  tradition  was  born  in 
1616,  and  came  from  Hull,  England,  to  Boston  in 
1635.  He  was  for  manv  years  commissioner  for 
Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  was  elected  as  their  deputy 
to  the  General  Court  forty-three  times,  and  assist- 
ant nine  times.  He  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  some 
two  miles  west  of  Saybrook.  He  was  a  man  of 
exemplary  piety.  Plis  parents  were  Puritans.  He 
married,  in  1642,  Ann  Bliss.  He  flied  in  16S7,  and 
Ills  wife  in  1685.  Their  children  were:  John,  Rob- 
ert, Hannah.  Xathaniel.  INIary  and  Sarah. 

(H)  Deacon  Xathaniel  Chapman,  son  of  Roliert 
Chapman,  born  in  1652,  married  (first)  in  16S1 
]Mary  Collins,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  and 
(second)  in  1698  Hannah  Bates,  by  whom  he  had 
five  children.  Deacon  Xathaniel  Chapman  died  in 
1726.  His  widow.  Hannah,  died  in  1750.  He  was 
many  vears  deacon  of  the  church  in  Saybrook.  and 
manv  times  represented  the  town  in  th.e  General 
Court  (twenty-four  sessions).  He  was  a  large  land 
owner.  His  children  by  the  first  wife  were:  Xa- 
thaniel, Xatlianiel  (2),  Daniel,  and  John.  Those 
Ijy  the  second  wife  were:  ^lary,  Hannah,  Phineas, 
Caleb  and  Anne. 

(HI)  Deacon  Caleb  Chapman,  son  of  Deacon 
Nathaniel  Chapman,  born  in  1706,  married  (first) 
in  1729  Tliankful  Lord,  fsecond)  in  1749  Abigail 
Lee,  and  (third)  Widow  Hannah  Platts.  Mr. 
Chapman  served  many  years  as  a  deacon  of  the 
church  of  Savbrook,  and  died  universally  lamented. 
His  children' were:  Thankful,  Phineas,  LTannah, 
TLucretia,  Caleb.  Elisha,  James  and  Hezekiah. 

(I\')  Phineas  Chapman,  son  of  Deacon  Chaj)- 
man,  born  in  1732,  married  in  17*13  Mary  Hillier, 
Tdv  whoiu  he  had  five  children:  James,  John,  Asa, 
IVath.anie!  and  Marv. 


(^  )  J'-"-!-?'?  -^^a  Chapman,  son  of  Phineas  Chap- 
man, hovn  Sept.  2,  1770,  was  graduated  from  Yale 
(.ollege  in  the  class  of  1702,  sharing  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class  wliile  in  college  with  Hon.  R"ger 
r^L  Sherman.  After  grailualion  he  taugh.t  for  a 
time  in  tlie  academy  at  Xonh  Salen'..  and  also  at 
Xorwalk.  He  studied  law  at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  witli 
Hon.  Tapping  Reeve,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1795,  and  settled  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Xewtown, 
Conn.  He  was  repeatedlv  elected  a  representative 
of  that  town  to  the  General  Assenibiv,  and  ii:  1817 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Council, 
comprising  at  that  time  twelve  members.  In  181S 
he  was  elected  judge  of  the  superior  cinirt  and  court 
of  errors,  which  office  he  held  until  h.is  death,  in 
Xew  Haven,  Sept.  25,  1S25.  He  married,  at  Xew- 
town, Conn.,  Sept.  2,  1798,  ^vliss  Marv  Perr_\-, 
daugiiter  of  Bennet  Perry,  'M.  D.,  and  by  her  had 
four  children.  In  1S24  he  removed  from  Xewtown 
to  X'ew  Haven.  His  widow  died  in  BroL'klyn,  L. 
I.,  on  March  21,  1850.  Their  children  were: 
Charles,  Charlotte,  William  P.,  and  Henry  P. 

(\T  )  Hon.  Charles  Chapman,  son  of  Judge  Asa 
Chapman,  born  at  Xewtown,  Conn.,  July  21,  1799, 
studied  law  with  Judge  Williams,  of  Hartford,  and 
subseciuently  with  Judges  Reeve  and  Gould,  of 
Litchfield,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1820.  On 
Jan.  3.  1821,  he  married  Sarah  Tcmlinson.  of  Xew- 
town, by  whom  he  had  three  children.  Some  three 
years  after  his  marriage  he  moved  to  X'ew  Haven, 
wliere  he  remained  about  five  years,  and  thence  to 
Hartford.  He  enjoyed  a  very  extensive  practice, 
being  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Connecticut, 
and  was  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  many 
offices  of  responsibility  and  trust.  He  represented 
Hartford  many  times  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
represented  his  district  in  the  XXIId  Congress  of 
the  L'nited  States.  As  a  story-teller  he  was  unsur- 
passed. His  children  were:  Frances  A.,  Charlotte 
and  Charles  Richard.    He  died  in  1870. 

(\'I1)  Cii.\RLES  Ricii.\RD  Cn.\p>r.\x,  whosc 
death  occurred  at  his  home  on  Laurel  street,  Hart- 
ford, Jan.  25.  1897,  was  the  son  of  Hon..  Charles  and 
Sarah  (Tondinson)  Chapman. 

He  was  born  Xov.  23,  1827.  in  Xew  Haven,  and 
the  family  moved  to  Hartford  wh.en  he  was  an  in- 
fant. He  v.;as  graduated  from  Trir.ity  College  in 
1847,  ^'^d  belonged  to  the  1.  K.  A.  Society.  Hav- 
ing studied  law  at  Xorthampton,  Mass.,  and  in  X\w 
^'ork  in  the  office  of  John  \"an  Buren,  son  of  ox- 
President  \'an  Buren,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  Hartford  in  1850,  and  practiced  law  there  until 
1885,  when  he  became  postmaster.  He  was  mayor 
of  Hartford  for  three  ti-rnis,  from  iSi.o  to  1872. 
In  1857  he  rei)resented  the  city  in  the  State  Senate; 
rei)resented  the  city  in  the  House  in  1850  and  1872; 


served  as  city  attorney  in  1874, 


and  was  held 


m  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him  on  ;iccount  of 
the  ui^righlness  of  his  character,  the  geniality  of  his 
nature  and  the  faithfulness  of  his  frieinlships.  .Many 
times  nominated  for  otfice  and  manv  tunes  electedi, 
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he  went  tlirotiyli  every  campaign  with  clean  liands 
and  untarnished  reputation,  lie  was  as  lair  and 
just  to  his  oi)i>onents  as  he  was  faithful  to  his  partv 
and  lus  friends,  ile  was  always  courteous  in  his 
manner  and  considerate  in  his  speech,  and  he  proved 
worthy  of  every  trust  repi-ed  in  him.  Jn  politics  lie 
was  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  Chapman  married,  ^Vlay  i,  1S55,  ^Irs.  Har- 
riet ( Putnam j  Thomas,  daughter  of  Rt.  Rev. 
Thomas  Brownell,  Episcopal  hisliop  of  Connecticut. 
Mrs.Liiai  ■iman  an.d  foiu'  cliildren — .Mrs.  Charles 
Holland,  of  Eastbourne,  Englam! ;  Thr.mas  Drowneil 
Chapman,  of  Hartfonl.  Conn.  :  Mrs.  Howard  Dudlev 
Bean,  of  Xew  York  City,  and  Robert  Holland  Chap- 
man, of  Torrington.  Conn.. — survive  him.  Thomas 
Brownell  Chapman  married  Helen  Louise,  daugh- 
ter of  William  II.  Post,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Priscilla  Alden.  ^Iv.  Chapman  is  Xew  England 
agent  for  Holmes,  Booth  &  Hydens,  of  W'aterbury, 
Conn.  Robert  H.  married  Renova  ,\L  W'albridge, 
of  Pittsburg,  Kansas,  and  they  reside  in  Torrington, 
Connecticut. 

HOOKER.  The  name  of  Hooker  was  brought 
into  prominent  notice  in  ecclesiastical  circles  in 
England  by  two  men  who  were  born  in  the  six- 
teenth century.  Richard  Hooker  was  born  in  Exeter 
in  1554.  He  became  a  scholar  of  Corpus  Christi  Col- 
lege in  1573;  Master  of  Arts  in  1577;  Deputy  Pro- 
fessor of  Hebrew  in  1579;  received  holv  orders  in 
1 58 1.  In  tlie  religious  discussions  of  his  dav  he  held 
to  Amu'nian  views,  maintaining  also  the  .\nglican 
form  of  church  go\-erp.ment.  He  is  cliietlv  dis- 
tinguished "for  his  great  work  on  "Ecclesiastical 
Polity." 

Thomas  Hooker,  the  founder  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Colony,  was  born  in  INIarfield,  Leicestershire, 
Tilton  parish,  in  1586.  The  American  Cx'clopedia 
says  that  h,e  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  cousin 
of  Richard  Hooker.  After  being  graduated  at  Em- 
manuel College.  Cambridge,  he  took  orders,  preached 
some  time  in  London,  and  was  chosen  lecturer  at 
Clemsford  in  1626,  at  St.  ]\Iary's  Church.  He  con- 
tinued there  about  four  years,  his  preaching  draw- 
ing great  crowds,  and  there  was  a  wide  and  pro- 
found impression  made  by  his  discourses.  People 
flocked  to  his  ministrations  from  great  distances, 
some  of  great  qualitv  among  them,  one  of  whom 
was  the  Earl  of  \\'arwick,  who  afterward  sheltered 
and  befriended  'Sir.  Hooker's  family,  when  he  was 
forced  to  flee  the  country. 

Hooker's  labors  resulted  not  only  in  the  visible 
reformation  of  morals  in  Chelmsford,  but  in  stimu- 
lating to  similar  endeavors  many  other  ministers 
of  the  snrroimding  region.  But  he  was  not  long 
to  remain  there,  as  his  preaching  was  too  evan- 
gelical to  please  those  in  authority,  and  he  was  si- 
lenced by  Archbishop  Laud,  and  for  alx)ut  two  years 
taught  school  in  Little  Baddow.  In  1630  he  left 
England  for  Llolland.  as  he  had  been  cite<l  to  ap- 
pear before  the  High  Commission    Court.  iMr. 


,  Hooker's  Chelmsford  friends  paid  th.e  penai  ^uul 
into  the  Court.    It  was  wed  he  fled,  as  persecution 
Lvgaii  to  be  severe.    He  remained  in  Holland  uv.::l 
ii'>33.  preaclnng  in  Amsterdam,  Dellr  and  J\on.er- 
dam.    that  }(.ar  he  came  to  America,  and  with  him 
;  came  his  assistant.  Rev.  Samuel  Stone.     Some  of 
!  his.  fri\nds  in  Englantl,  from  the  towns  of  Chehns- 
*  ford.  Braintree  and  Colchester,  b.ad  preceded  him. 
:  '1  hey  settled  at  first  at  Mt.  W'ollaston.  near  Boston, 
and    were    known  as  "Mr.  Hooker's  Comnanv.'"' 
After  the  ci^ming  of  their  pastor  they  removed  bv 
\  order  of  tlie  court  to  Xewtown,  here  remaining  unid 
'  i03C>,  when  a  large  portion  of  them  emigrated  witii 
tlieir  leaders.  Hooker  and  Stone,  to  the  banks  of 
j  the  Connecticut  river,  and  founded  the  town  of 
i  Hartford.      Hooker    was    not    only    a  powerful 
preacher  and  a  religious  guide,  but  is  now  regarded 
i  as  the  father  of  the  Connecticut  Constitution,  and 
I  consequently  of  that  of  the  Cnited  States.    An  'jld 
:  sermon  of  liis  which  has  been  found  within  a  few 
years  says:  "The  choice  of  public  magistrates  be- 
longs unto  the  people  by  God's  own  allowance.  The 
foundation  of  autiiority  is  laid  in  the  free  eo'.isent 
j  of  the  people."    John  Fiske  says  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Constitution  :  "it  was  the  first  written  Consti- 
'  tution  known  to  historv  that  created  a  government, 
I  and  it  marked  the  beginning  of  American  democ- 
j  racy,  of  which  Thomas  Hooker  deserves  more  than 
I  any  other  man  to  be  called  the  father.    The  Govern- 
'  ment  of  the  I'nited  States  is  to-day  in  lineal  de- 
;  scent  more  nearlv  related  to  that  of  Connecticut  t'nan 
;  to  any  other  of  the  thirteen  colonies."  There  were 
more  than  twenty-five  books  written  bv  ^Ir.  Hooker 
:  published  in  London  ;  the  most  important  one  -for 
the  X'ew  England  churches  was  called  "A  Survev  of 
the  Sum  of  Church  Discipline." 
!       Thomas  Llooker  and  his  wife  Susan  had  five 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters.    He  died 
\  in  1647.  agt'tl  sixty-one  years.    His  eldest  son.  John. 
;  returned  to  England,  and  remained    there.  His 
!  daughter  Johanna  married  Rev.  Thomas  Sliepherd. 
:  His  son  Samuel,  who  was  born  in  1633,  gt'^d- 
;  uated  from  Harvard  College  in  1653,  and  ordaine<l 
a  minister  in  1657  in  Farmington,  Conn.    He  mar- 
I  ried  in   1658,  in   Xew  York,  ^Nlary  W'illet.  who 
was  born  in  1637,  daughter  of  Thomas  ^^"illet.  the 
I  first  mayor  of  X'ew  Y'ork  City.   Rev.  Samuel  Hooker 
;  died  in  1697.    His  widow  married  Rev.  Thomas 
Buckingham.    A  monument  has  been  erected  to  her 
j  by  the  Hooker  Association,  in  X'orwalk,  Conn.,  also 
j  one  to  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  in  the  old  burying- 
j  ground  in  Earmington.    He  had  a  large  fan.iily, 
nine  sons  and  three  daughters. 

John  Hooker,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel,  w'as  born  in 
Farmington  in  1664.  and  spent  his  life  in  that  town, 
dying  in  1746.     "He  was  five  years  Si)eaker  of 
the  Lower  Flouse.  nine  years  a  member  of  the 
'  Upper  House,  and  nine  years  a  judge  of  tlie  su- 
I  pcrior  court."    He  married    Abigail    Stanley,  of 
I  Farmington.  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Stanley,  who 
'  was  a  member  of  the  Lower  House  and  of  the.  Gen.- 
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oral  L'ourt  for  at  least  twcnty-fivo  years.  Thex  lia<l 
a  large  laini'.y  of  ehiUlreti.  Ikvekiah,  the  ekk-st 
siiii.uas  burn  in  i(>88,left  l''arniington  when  a  veiling 
man.  and  went  to  the  new  town  ot  W'oodburv,  where 
he  dud.  lie  nianietl  Abigail  Curtis,  and  ihev  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children.  Asahel,  who  was  born 
in  Woodbury  in  1730,  removed  to  Dristol,  where 
he  boughr  land  and  became  a  successful  farmer. 
He  married  Sarah  i'armalee.  LU'  their  six  children, 
Asahel  studied  divinity  ami  became  a  niini.ster, 
and  was  settled  in  Norwich,  Conn.  He  was  the 
father  of  Rev.  Edward  W.  Hooker,  D.  D.,  wlio  was 
professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  East 
Windsor  Hill,  and  afterward  pastor  for  some  time 
in  Xewburyport,  Alass.  Another  son  of  Asahel,  of 
Woodbury  and  afterward  of  Bristol,  was  Brvan, 
who  was  born  in  Woodbury  in  1764,  and  died  in 
Bristol  in  1826.  He  was  one  of  the  first  woolen 
manufacturers  in  Connecticut,  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  producing-  fine  and  serviceable  cloth  for 
men's  wear.  He  built  a  fine  house  for  that  time  in 
Bristol  on  a  hill  side,  with  the  land  sloping  down 
to  ihe  bank  of  the  little  Pequabuck  river,  where,  not 
many  years  before,  when  the  stream  was  larger, 
tlie  Tunxis  Indians  had  fished  and  paddled  tlieir 
light  canoes.  In  1804  Bryan  Hooker  married  ?\Irs. 
Nancy  (Lee)  Fuller,  a  daughter  of  William  Lee, 
of  Bristol,  and  widow  of  Mr.  Fuller,  who  was  a 
teacher  in  Hartford.  She  had  two  children:  Rhoda 
Fuller,  who  married  S.  Augustus  ^Mitchell,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, the  author  of  many  school  books ;  and 
Franklin  Fuller,  who  lived  and  died  in  Bristol.  To 
her  marriage  with  Bryan  Hooker  three  children 
were  born:  Lydia,  born  in  1805,  married  Hon. 
Cyrus  P.  Smith,  mayor  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Xancy, 
born  in  1809,  married  William  Hill,  of  Troy,  N. 
Y.,  and  she  is  now ( 1900)  living  in  the  Hooker  home- 
stead at  Bristol,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one 
years,  supposed  to  be  the  oldest  living  descendant 
of  Thomas  Hooker;  Bryan  Edward  is  mentioned 
below. 

An  interesting  account  of  the  celebration  of  ]\Irs. 
Nancy  (Hooker)  Hill's  birthday  appeared  in  the 
Bristol  and  Hartford  papers  July  24,  1899: 

An  event  of  unusual  interest  occurred  in  Bristol  on 
Monday,  luly'24.  It  was  the  ninetieth  anniversary  of  Mrs. 
Nancy  (Hooker)  Hill's  birthday,  and  was  celebrated  in  a 
wholly  informal  manner,  but  very  expressive  of  the  high 
regard  in  which  Mrs.  Hill  is  held  by  a  host  of  relatives  and 
family  friends  far  and  near,  and  by  her  own  townspeople. 

No  invitations  were  sent  out,  but  all  who  remembered 
the  day  were  elad  to  testify  of  their  affection  and  esteem. 

The  celebration  began  on  Saturday,  with  the  arrival  cf 
letters  of  congratulation  and  gifts  from  distant  relative^; 
on  Sunday  nearer  relatives  and  friends  came  in  person,  with 
gifts  and  words  of  good  cheer  and  gratitude.  Monday 
witnessed  the  arrival  of  flowers  and  bonbons  and  books, 
and  the  coming  of  many  friends  in  town,  a  veritable  recep- 
tion day,  which  closed  with  messages  of  congratulation  l)y 
telephone  from  certain  Xew  I-'ngland  towns. 

Mrs.  Hill  was  at  her  best,  and  looked  younger  by  twenty 
years  than  her  age,  as  she  resfionded  most  graciously  to  the 
greetings  and  attentions  of  those  who  called  tfi  see  her.  .She 
was  dressed  in  a  S(jtt  gray  cl(jth  princess  gown,  decorated 
with  white  lace,  the  gift  of  her  granddaugliter,  in  which. 


with  a  white  shawl  thrown  over  her  shoulders,  she  received 
iier  caliers,  and  looked  the  ideal  picture  of  a  iailv  whu  liad 
lived  a  peacetui  and  beautilul  life  ot  nine  decadei. 

13orn  in  lJM)S»,  in  the  same  year  with  tiladstoiie,  Hismarck 
!  and  I'ope  Leo  Xlll.  she  has  outlived  all  but  Uie  last,  and 
nearly  every  one  of  her  own  generation  in  iicr  nato  e  town. 
Vet,  in  spite  of  delicate  health  and  slightly  impaired  senses, 
she  has  been  a  most  interested  spectator  ot  the  ciiantres  which 
have  eome  to  her  town  and  counirv,  and  to  liie  world  at 
large. 

Of  the  many  evidences  of  affection  and  regard  which 
came  to  Mrs.  Hill  on  her  birthday,  one  was  especially  rare 
as  a  mark  of  homage.  It  was  a  box  of  American  Beauty 
roses  which  came  n-om  Fhihulelphia  by  special  messen  ■'er, 
who  lett  Philadelphia  at  midniglit  Sunday,  and  arnveU  at 
Mrs.  Hill's  door  on  Monday  morning  at  l(j  o'clock,  tleliver- 
ing  his  ine>sage  with  the  directness  and  diS[)atch  of  the 
man  wlio  carried  the  letter  to  Garcia. 

These  birthday  gitts  and  attentions  to  Mrs.  Hill  are  the 
mere  symbols  of  a  constant  devotion,  called  forth  by  the 
rare  i[ualities  of  mind  and  heart  ot  the  recipient,  who  for 
nearly  a  century  has  preserved  the  ideals  ot  her  youth,  and 
has  been  an  inspiration  and  a  joy  to  all  who  have  come 
!  under  her  intfuence.  Hence  it  is  only  a  devotion  nchly 
deserved,  and  bestowed  in  full  and  overflowing  measure. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Hooker  Hill  had  one  daughter, 
Adeline  Frances,  who  married  George  Ripley  Bow- 
man, of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  a  native  of  Braintree, 
]\Iass.  ]\lr.  Bowman  died  in  Brookl}n  in  1S63. 
He  left  one  child,  Clara  Lee  Bowman,  who  since 
her  father's  death  has  lived  with  her  mother  in  the 
Hooker  homestead,  with  her  grandmother. 

Brvax  Edwari)  Hookek,  the  youngest  child  and 
only  son  of  Bryan  Hooker,  was  born  in  Bristol  Jan. 
I,  1813.  When  a  lad  of  twelve  years  he  was  sent  to 
the  fitie  school  for  boys  in  Eanmngton,  and  boarded 
in  the  family  of  Rev.  Dr.  Porter,  the  minister  of  the 
old  town,  and  father  of  President  Porter,  of  Yale 
College.  For  a  year  after  leaving  scJiool  lie  was 
employed  in  a  store,  but  early  went  into  the  manu- 
facturing business,  as^-diis  father  had  done  before 
him.  He  won  the  ri^spect  of  all  in  the  community 
by  his  faithfulness,  cngnity  of  manner,  kindness  and 
mature  judgment.  He  was  active  in  both  town 
and  church  matters,  and  people  learned  to  depend 
upon  him  as  a  wise  counselor  and  friend.  In  1840 
he  was  sent  to  the  State  Legislature  by  the  town 
of  Bristol,  and  was  the  youngest  member  of  that 
body.  ]\Ir.  Hooker  removed  in  1844  to  Hartford, 
and  engaged  in  business  with  Lawson  C.  Ives,  the 
firm  being  Ives,  Hooker  &  Co.,  wool  merchants. 
In  business  matters  Air.  Hooker  was  well  known 
for  his  exactness,  punctuality  and  honesty.  He 
connected  himself  with  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  and  was  as  faithful  in  church  matters  as  he 
was  in  business.  Rev.  Dr.  Hawes,  well  known  in 
New  hlngland  as  a  leading  minister,  was  pastor  of 
the  church  at  that  time.  He  soon  found  that  the 
young  man  from  Bristol  was  one  on  whom  he  could 
depend,  and  in  a  few  years  he  was  chosen  a  deacon 
in  the  church,  that  office  then  being  expected  to 
continue  through  life.  Among  those  at  that  time 
deacons  in  the  church  were  men  much  cider  than 
Mr.  Hooker,  men,  indeed,  old  enough  to  have  been 
his  father,  among  them  Jiulge  Thomas  S.  Williams 
and  Gov.  Ellsworth.    Mr.  Hooker  reinained  in  office 
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J \vcnty-l\vo  >  '.'ars,  when  lie  rcsipicc;  on  a>-cumu  of  i 
partial  iicatiit.>s.  lie  was  the  tirst  to  iirLijKise  iliat  ; 
the  otticc  oi  ilcaoon  sIkuiUI  Ik-  lc'.iii)orarv,  and  not 
for  life,  ami  ll;at  syMcni  was  soon  e>iabli>liej  in  the  - 
ehureli.  Mr.  J  looker  was  nueresleel  in  the  Sunday-  ; 
scIkk'1,  and  his  classes  of  young  men  knew  they  t 
liad  a  friend  whose  example,  as  well  as  leaching,  , 
it  was  safe  to  follow.  Tlie  Sunday-school  was  then  j 
lield  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  antl  for  many  years,  when 
well  and  in  town,  Mr.  lioe)ker  ne\cr  tailed  to  be  ! 
prc)niptl}-  with  his  class.  I 

In  18O2  Mr.  Hooker  retired  from  the  firm,  with 
which  he  had  been  connected  eighteen  years,  to  de- 
vote himself  to  the  management  of  the  Ijroad  Brook  j 
A\'oolen  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  which  he  became  | 
secretary  and  treasurer.  W  hen  he  entered  upon  j 
this  undertaking  the  situation  was  most  discoin"ag-  ; 
ing,  the  company  being  heavily  in  debt,  and  the 
stockholders  desjiondent.  His  ability  as  a  man 
of  business  is  indicated  by  the  success  of  the  com- 
pany for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  under  his 
management.  A  sturdy  inflexible  integrity  was  the 
distinctive  quality  in  ]\Ir.  Hooker,  best  known  to 
the  people  of  Hartford,  and  his  name  frequently 
fell  from  the  lips  of  men  as  a  synonym  for  abso- 
lute honesty.  All  shams  and  deceit  were  abhorrent 
to  him.  To  do  his  duty  was  the  supreme  law  of  his 
life.  His  friends  knew  him  as  one  who  was  un- 
obtrusively thoughtful  for  the  happiness  of  others, 
liberal  and  magnanimous.  A  difficulty  in  hearing, 
which  came  upon  him  some  years  prior  to  his  death, 
led  him  to  resign  from  various  boards  of  direction, 
for  he  believed  that  directors  should  direct.  Though 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  unable 
to  hear  a  sentence  in  church,  he  w"as  always  in  his 
place  at  public  worship.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch 
Republican,  and  the  last  time  he  left  his  home  was  to 
cast  his  vote  for  President  Harrison.  He  died  Dec. 
9.  1888,  after  five  weeks'  illness  of  pneumonia. 

Mr.  Hooker  was  twice  married,  first  to  ]\Iaria 
Robbins  Williams, of  Rocky  Hill,  a  descendant  of  the 
Robbins  and  Wolcott  families,  and  also  of  Thomas 
Welles,  governor  of  Connecticut  in  1655  and  1658. 
She  died  in  i860,  leaving  two  daughters:  Ellen 
Frances,  who  died  in  1897;  and  ]\Iary  Williams, 
who  married  Joseph  G.  Woodward  in  1879,  and 
died  in  18S2,  leaving  one  child,  Joseph  Hooker 
Woodward,  born  iMarch  7,  18S2.  In  1862  ]\Ir. 
Hooker  married  Martha  Huntington  Williams,  of 
Manchester,  who  was  born  in  East  Hartford,  daugh- 
ter of  Solomon  and  Martha  ( Baker )  Williams,  for- 
merly of  Lebanon,  Connecticut. 

Mrs.  Hooker's  parents  were  both  descended  from 
the  early  settlers  of  r^Iassachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut. Her  father,  Solomon  Williams,  was  born  in 
1783,  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and  early  entered  Yale 
College,  but  remained  not  quite  two  years,  being 
tmable  to  continue  on  account  of  severe  illness.  A 
weakness  of  the  eyes  and  a  cough  remained  with 
him  throughout  life,  and  as  he  was  obliged  to  lead 
an  outdoor  life  he  for  some  years  had  the  care  of 


the  farm  that  had  belonged  to  his  grandfather,  the 
old  minister  of  that  historic  town.    iMjr  a  few  vears 
he  was  in  businciS  with  David  L.  Dodge,  afterward 
of  Xew  York,  who  was  engaged  in  manufacturing 
m  Bozrah,  near  Lebanon,    Later  ?\lr.  Williams  was 
in  mercantile  btisiness,  and  removed  to  East  Hart- 
ford, but  the  last  Ncais  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
Manclicster,    where    (notwithstanding    the  feeble 
health  which  was  his  lot  during  most  of  his  lifej  he 
lived  to  the  great  age  of  ninety-two  vears,  dying  in 
1875.     Solomon  \\  illiams  was  a  son  of  'i  homas 
\\  illiams,  AI.  D.  (a  graduate  of  Yale),  and  a  grand- 
son of  Rev.  Solomon  Williams,  D.  D.  (a  graduate 
of  Hartford),  for  fifty  years  pastor  of  tlie  cluirch  in 
Lebanon.     Gen.  William    \\  illiams,    one    of  die 
Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was 
also  a  son  of  Rev.  Solomon  Williams,  who  de- 
rived his  Christian  name  from  his  maternal  grand- 
father. Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard,  D.  D.,  of  Xorth- 
ampton,  Mass.,  a  clergyman  of  great  prominence 
in  his  day,  and  grandfather  also  of  the  famous  di- 
vine, Jonathan  Edwards.     Mr.  Stoddard's  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  Emanuel  Downing,  who  was 
associated  with  Gov.  Winthrop  in  tlie  foundation 
of  the  ^Massachusetts  Colony.    Mr.  Stoddard's  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Warham,  who 
came  from  Exeter,  England,  to  Dorchester,  Mass.. 
with  his  church,  and  removed  to  W  indsor.  Conn., 
in    1636.    Rev.    Solomon    Williams"  father.  Rev. 
William  Williams  (a  graduate  of  Harvard),  was 
j  pastor  at  Hatfield,  ^lass.,  for  fifty-six  years,  and 
!  he  was  a  grandson  of  Robert  Williams,  who  came 
I  to  Roxburv,  !Mass.,  from  Xorwich,   England,  in 
I  1638.    The  wife  of  Rev.  Solomon  Williams  was 
i  ^lary  Porter,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Samuel  Porter, 
I  of  Hadley,  Mass.    Rebecca  Wells,  the  wife  of  Dr. 
I  Thomas  Williams,  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas 
!  Welles,  governor  of  Connecticut,  and  tlirough  the 
I  Ellsworths,  her  mother's  family,  she  was  descended 
!  from  Elder  John  White  and  Elder  William  Good- 
\  win,  who  came  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  to  Hart- 
I  ford  in  1636. 

I  [Martha  Baker,  wife  of  Solomon  Williams,  of 
I  Lebanon,  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  Baker, 
who  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  as  a 
surgeon,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Griswold. 
His  wife,  Lucy  Devotion,  was  of  French  descent. 
Dr.  Baker  was  descended  from  Rev.  John  Rob- 
inson, of  Leydcn,  and  his  wife  belonged  to  a  Hu- 
guenot family,  her  father.  Rev.  Ebenezer  Devotion, 
of  Scotland  Parish,  Windham,  being  a  great-grand- 
son of  Edward  Devotion,  who  was  born  at  Rochelle, 
France,  in  1G21,  and  came  to  Boston  in  1645,  to 
escape  religious  persecution,  settling  in  Brooklinc, 
Mass.  He  left  a  large  portion  of  his  propertv  to 
establish  free  schools.  Rev.  E.  Devotion  married 
Martha  Lathroj),  a  daughter  of  Col.  Simon  Lathroj), 
who  commanded  one  of  the  Connecticut  regiments 
at  the  taking  of  Louisbourg  in  1745,  and  rendered 
distinguislu'd  service  both  in  the  field  and  in  council. 
He  was  a  great-grandson  of  Rev.  John  Lathrop, 


I 


1 


IG 


COM  ME  MO  RA  TIl'E  BIOC  RAPI!  ICAL  RECORD. 


a  clorgyinan    wiio   left   ihc   J^jtalMi-^Iied   Cluircl-.,  i 
proaclicd  for  one  year  in  l^^ndon,  was  imprisoned,  j 
and  alter  his  release  c.uiie  lo  IjOSIoii.    lie  was  an  | 
independent  tliinker,   and   not  agreeing-  with  the  ! 
]jOsti->n  nnnisters  wint  to  Jjarnstable.  -\lass.,  and  ! 
gathered  a  eongregaliL>n.    Xo  one  wlio  nniied  with 
his  chnreh  was  ohhgcd  to  sign  any  creed.  He  simply 
I)rote^sed  Ids  faith  in  1,'ioi.h  and  promised  that  it 
shord(.l  be  his  con-taiu  endeavor  to  obey  his  com- 
mandments, to  live  a  pure  life,  and  to  walk  in  love 
with  liis  brethren.    I  he  wife  of  Gov.  Samuel  Hunt- 
ington, one  of  llie  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  governor  of  Connecticut  from 
1786  to  Ij'j'-K  was  a  daughter  of  Rew  IL  Devotion, 
and  an  aunt  of  ]\Irs.  Hooker's  mother. 

Bryan  E.  and  Martha  Jlooker  had  three  sons: 
Edward  Williams  Hooker,  born  Oct.  19,  1S65;  Rob- 
ert Idnntington  Hooker,  April  21,  iSbj  (^died  -Mav 
21,  1874  )  ;  and  Thomas  \\  uliams  Hooker,  ^slav  10, 
1871.  Edward  ^^'i]liams  Elooker  married  Xov.  12, 
i88y,  Mary  .Mather  Turner,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles 
P.  Turner,  of  Philadelphia,  and  grandchild  of  ^^lajor 
Roland  [Mather,  of  Hartford.  Their  children  are 
Rosalie,  born  Sept.  26,  1S92;  and  Roland  ]\lather, 
born  Sept.  10,  1900. 

BOARD]\L\X.  The  natne  has  been  one  of 
prominence  in  Xew  England  from  the  earliest  Co- 
lonial times,  and  especially  has  it  been  historic  in 
Connecticut.  It  is  the  ptirpose  here  to  treat  only 
of  the  line  of  ancestry  and  descendants  of  the  late 
William  Boardman,  for  many  years  a  prominent 
citizen  of  \\'ethersfield  and  Hartford,  in  which  latter 
city  still  reside  some  of  his  children  and  grand- 
children, among  them  A\'illiam  Erancis  Joseph  and 
Thomas  Jefferson  Boardman,  long  identitied  with 
the  lather  in  the  wdiolesale  tea,  coffee  and  spice 
hotise  of  William  Boardman  &  Sons. 

The  name  is  uniformly  spelt  Boreman  in  the 
Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut,  and  Boreman  or 
Borman  in  the  early  records  of  A\'ethersfield.  The 
change  from  Boreman,  or  Borman,  first  appears 
among  the  family  records  in  that  of  Lieut.  Richard 
Bordman,  of  Xewington.  in  1707,  nearly  seventy 
years  after  the  first  appearance  of  Samuel  ( i ) 
Boreman  in  Xew  England,  by  the  additioit  of  the 
letter  "d."  The  new  form  was  adopted  by  most  of 
the  name  in  \\'ethersfield  until  1780,  in  which  year 
the  "a"  is  first  added  in  the  record  of  Elijah  Board- 
man,  son  of  Israel,  of  Xewington,  since  which 
time  the  name  has  been  spelt  as  above,  Boardman. 
Instances  are  found  wdiere  the  same  person  might 
have  his  name  spelt  in  all  three  ways  in  sticcession, 
as  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Richard,  of  Xewington, 
above  mentioned,  whose  birth  was  recorded  as  a 
Borman,  his  marriage  as  a  Bordman,  and  his  death 
on  his  gravestone  as  that  of  Boardman. 

(I)  S.\MUEL  BoRE.\i.\.v,  the  eiTiigrant  ancestor 
of  this  branch  of  the  Boardman  family,  was  a  son 
of  Christopher  and  Julian  C Carter)  Boreman,  and 
was  born  in  Banbury,  Oxfordshire,  England,  and 


liaptized  ilicro  August  20.  1015.  Ai>out  1619  he 
removed  wuh  his  parents  to  Chi}  don.  a  village  near 
Banbury,  wIutc  he  spent  ids  early  life.  Im-oiii  indi- 
cations Cv)niained  in  the  journ, li  c£  Jolni  Josselyn, 
Cenl..  .Mr.  Boreman.  accom]!anie'i  bv  his  "servant'' 
(and  perhaps  by  b.is  wife  i.  sailed  in  the  slvip  "Xew 
Supply"  from  Graveseii-!.  England,  f.^r  Xew  Eng- 
land, "April  26,  1638,  which  anchored  in  tlie  Bay  of 
-Mass.,  before  Boston,  July  3d,  of  the  same  year." 
He  first  appears  as  a  Xew  England  settler  in  Ips- 
wich,  Mass.,  where,  in  a  list  of  inhabitaius  without 
I  date,  lie  is  called  a  cooper,  ar.d  iias  land  recorded 
lo  him  Aug.  22,  1639.  His  stay  in  Ipswich  was  not 
a  long  one,  yet  during  this  period  he  owned  three 
different  homesteads.  The  first  of  these,  whicli  was 
I  granted  to  him  b--  the  town,  was  situated  at  the  west 
i  end  of  High  street. 

In  1 64 1,  or  during  the  previous  year,  he  dis- 
posed of  all  his  property  in  Ipswich  and  removcdi 
to  Welhersfield,  Conn.  About  this  time  he  mar- 
ried ^lary,  daughter  of  John  and  ^*Iary  Betrs,  who 
were  living  in  Claydou  in  1627.  She  afterwards 
enngratcd  to  Xew  England  with  the  mother,  then 
the  "widdoe"  ^lary  Betts,  who  appears  in  Hartford 
soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  and  received 
a  portion  of  the  first  grants  of  land,  being  one  in 
the  list  who  had  "lotts  at  the  Courtesie  of  the  Town.'' 
Her  house  lot  in  1639-40  was  situated  at  the  foot 
of  the  present  Trumbtdl  street  on  the  East  side. 
She  was  a  school  teacher  and  called  "Goody  Betts, 
the  school  dame."    She  died  before  July  19,  1647. 

The  earliest  record  of  Sanmel  Ijoreman  in  W'eth- 
ersfield  appears  in  \"ol.  I,  Town  \'otes.  Page  4,  viz.: 
"The  eare  marke  of  Sam:  Boreman  of  Wethers- 
ffielde  is  the  near  eare  under  half-penyed,  the  off 
eare  whole."  This  ear  mark  was  used  by  his  de- 
scendants in  \A"ethersfield  as  late  as  1S46.  Judge 
Adams,  the  Welhersfield  historian,  considers 
this  entry  to  have  been  made  in  1640.  His 
first  purchase  of  land  in  Wethersfield.  so  fa'-  as 
known,  was  a  homestead  of  three  acres,  with  a 
barn  and  cellar,  wdiich  was  recorded  April  9,  1645. 
It  was  on  the  east  side  of  Broad  street,  a  little  north 
of  Plain  Lane  and  near  the  great  elm  now  stand- 
ing there,  and  is  thus  entered  on  the  record  of  the 
town :  "One  piece  whereon  a  cellar  and  a  barn 
siandeth,  containing  three  acres  more  or  less.  The 
ends  abut  against  the  Broad  St.  north-west,  and  the 
plain  south-east,  the  sides  against  the  house-lot  of 
r^Ir.  Chester  north-east  and  Richard  Parke  south- 
west." This  lot  he  sold  to  John  Lattimer  before 
June  22,  1646. 

On  X'ovember  3,  1650,  he  purchased  of  'Mr. 
Xathaniel  Dickinson  a  homestead  which  was  sit- 
uated on  the  southwest  corner  of  Broad  street,  ex- 
tending westward  along  Elctcher  Lane  (Garden 
street)  to  Belle  Lane  (South  Main  street)  and  is 
described  as  "one  hou<;e  lot  with  house  thereon 
Con:  2  acres  anrl  a  half  more  or  less,  the  end  abut- 
ting on  Broad  Street  East,  and  the  long  street  West, 
and  on  the  highway  Xorlh,  and  the  lands  of  Jolin 
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Kilborn  South."  Hero  lie  rc>iilcd  the  last  four- 
teen years  of  his  Hie;  the  house,  al  times  repaired 
arul  eiilargeil,  was  th.e  home  of  hve  generatidiis  of 
the  family.  The  buiUliiigs  were  subsequentlv  used 
as  a  tavern,  and  destroyed  by  tire  ]\lareh  17.  1827. 
Samuel  Boremau  was  an  exien>-i\e  land  holder, 
having  purehased  no  less  than  hfty-five  pieees  of 
land,  aggregating  755  aeres.  This  was  exelusive 
of  one-eighth  part  in  lands  of  Robert  Rose,  who  had 
312  aeres  in  one  traet  on  the  East  side  of  the  river, 
and  other  lands  on  both  sides.  Samuel  ]>orep.ian 
was  granted,  by  the  town.  Jan.  2,  i64i)-5o,  thirtv 
acres  of  upland  in  Stepney  (  Roekv  Plill )  bounded 
East  on  the  river.  Xorth  on  what  was  later  re- 
served for  a  ship  yard,  South  by  a  stream  known 
as  Eog  Brook,  extending  westerly  up  the  hill  which 
slopes  from  the  river.  This  v>as  the  iirst  grant  of 
land  by  the  town  in  that  section  of  W'etherstield. 
In  after  years  this  traet  became  of  great  commercial 
importance.  It  has  often  been  occupied  by  stores  and 
warehouses,  and  at  the  present  time  tlie  Railroad 
Station.,  the  I-'oundry  and  several  ancient  residences 
are  located  on  this  site. 

The  Indian  Chief  Turramuggas  (Son  of  Sachem 
Sowheag)  gave  to  Mr.  Sanniel  Boreman  and  Thom- 
as Edwards  jointly.  Jan.  26,  1673,  out  of  "respect 
for  tliem"  a  tract  of  land  containing  400  acres  at 
Assawasick,  in  what  is  now  East  Glastonbury.  This 
is  the  earliest  deed,  next  after  one  grant  of  land  at 
Beckley  quarter,  made  by  the  Indians  to  private  in- 
dividuals in  the  township. 

Samuel  Boreman's  name  is  often  found  in  the 
records  of  \\'ethersfield.  He  was  chosen  townsman 
•  (Selectman)  in  1656-57-58-6061-62-65-66-69-72 
and  1673,  assessor  for  two  years,  rate  maker,  sur- 
veyor of  highways  and  constable.  He  was  often 
appointed  to  lay  out  highways,  town  bounds  and  in- 
dividual grants  of  lands.  In  church  affairs  as  well, 
he  took  a  prominent  part,  serving  on  committees 
to  '"procure  a  minister."  "seat  the  meeting  house," 
erect  a  parsonage,  to  settle  dift'erences,  etc.  He  last 
appears  in  the  \\'ethersfield  Town  Records.  ^larch 
26,  1673,  where  he  is  the  first  named  of  five  towns- 
men to  procure  a  house  for  the  use  of  the  Rev.  IMr. 
Bulkley.  His  inventory  was  taken  May  2.  1673. 
We  learn  from  the  Records  of  the  Particular  Court 
or  Court  of  r^Iagistrates  that  ]\Ir.  Boreman  was  a 
Juror  as  early  as  1646  and  filled  that  office  for  fif- 
teen years,  in  1660  and  1662  being  one  of  the  Grand 
Jury. 

In  the  Colonial  Records,  we  find  that  Samuel 
Boreman  first  represented  the  town  of  Wethersfield 
as  Deputy  to  the  General  Court  Oct.  i,  1657,  that 
he  was  elected  in  all  eighteen  terms  and  reported 
present  at  thirty-four  sessions.  On  Oct.  9,  1662, 
when  Connecticut's  famous  charter,  procured  in  Eng- 
land from  Charles  IT  bv  Governor  W'inthrop,  was 
"first  publiquely  read  in  audience  of  ye  Freeman  and 
declaired  to  belong  to  them  and  their  successors,  ' 
"Mr.  Samuel  Boreman  was  present  as  one  of  the  Dep- 
uties and  he  and  Sergt.  Xott  were  appointed  to  notify 


i  those  in  \\'ethersheld  indebted  to  the  country  ii^  be- 
I  half  of  Mr.  Cullick  to  provide  aivi  prepare  payment; 
I  to  enable  the  ct)i:nii'y  to  tlischarge  such  sums  as 
j  should  lie  charged  by  (Governor  \Vinthrop  for  pro- 
curing the  Charter  for  tlie  Colony."  He  was  appoint- 
ed hy  tb,e  General  Cotu't  in  1O49  Town  Sealer  of 
weights  and  measures,  and  in  1659  Customs  }\Iaster 
i  of  \\"etliersfield,  being  the  first  to  hold  that  otffce, 
i  was  selected  by  the  General  Court  to  serve  on  com- 
I  mittees  to  settle  church  tlifferences,  to  lav  out  the 
!  new  town  of  Haddam,  including  its  purchase  from 
1  the  Indians,  to  lay  out  the  bounds  of  3Jiddletown 
1  and  settle  its  difi'erences  with  the  Indians,  to  settle 
I  estates  and  to  lay  out  the  bounds  of  the  proprietors 
at  Xaubuck.  "Air."  Samuel  Iloreman's  last  appiear- 
ance  as  Deputy  from  \\"ethersfield  on  record  was 
Oct.  12,  1 07 1,  the  beginning  of  a  term  of  the  court 
which  expired  in  April,  1672.    He  died  in  April, 
!  1673.    His   widow   Mary  died   in  August,  1684, 
I  aged  about  sixty-one  years.    Children  :  Isaac,  Alary, 
I  Sanuiel,  Joseph,  John,  Sarah,    Daniel,  Jonathan, 
I  Xathaniel  and  Alartha.    Joseph,  born  Alarch  12. 
j  1650.  and  John,  born  June  12,  1653,  died  in  16713.  un- 
I  married ;  their  inventories  were  both  taken  Feb.  27, 
I  1676-7.    In  the  list  of  accounts  due  to  John  appears 
i  "£i2-6s-9d,  due  from  the  country,"  wdiich,  with  the 
maduscript  of  Hon.  David  Sherman  Boardman  that 
j  they  "died  unmarried  in  the  Army,"  lead  to  the  belief 
I  that  they  perished  in  the  King  Philip  war — proba- 
,  biy  in  the  Swamp  fight,  Dec.  19,  1676.    The  other 
j  children  lived  to  marry. 

"Few  of  the  first  settlers  of  Connecticut  came 
here  with  a  better  reputation  or  sustained  it  more 
iniiformly  through  life  than  Air.  Boreman"  |  Hin- 
man  page  263]  "Samuel  Boreman  was  a  leading 
man  in  the  Colonv  for  nearlv  thirtv  vears"  [Hol- 
i  lister  \'ol.  I,  P.  464]. 

j       (II)  Samuel  Boremax,  son  of  Samuel  and  Alary 
j  (Betts)  Boreman,  was  born  in  Wethersfield.  Oct. 
I  28,  1648.    He  married  Feb.  8,  16S2-3,  Sarah  Steele. 
I  baptized  at  Farmington,  Dec.  29,  1656,  daughter  of 
j  Lieut.  Samuel  and  Alary  (Boosey)  Steele  of  W'eth- 
I  ersfield  and  earlier  of  Farmington.    Air.  Boreman 
!  was  by  occupation  a  cooper  and  farmer,  and  one  of 
the  principal  land  owners  of  the  town,  having  add- 
ed largely  to  the  share  wdiich  he  received  from  his 
father's  estate  by  the  purchase  of  other  tracts  of  land 
in  the  South  Field,  the  Great  Plain,  the  West  Field 
and  elsewhere. 

In  1677,  Samuel  Boreman,  with  three  others,  re- 
ceived from  the  town  a  grant  of  land  in  'Piper  Stave 
Swani])  in  the  present  tiuvn  of  X^ewington  with 
sufficient  Pondings  and  20  acres  of  land  to  each  of 
them  forever,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  saw- 
mill, alKvise  provided  the  said  party,  make  no  sale 
of  bord  or  timber  to  any  other  town,  without  the 
consent  of  ^^'etllersfield  townsmen,  and  to  sell  bord^ 
at  home,  at  five  shillings  per  hundred  and  at  the  mill 
at  four  shillings  ])er  lumdred.  The  mill  is  t"^  be 
and  fit  for  work  at  or  before  the  last  of  Scpteni- 
ber  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof"   [ Wetlier>!i'.'!d 
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Town  \"oi<.s].    Tliis  was  tlic  first  sawnii!!  Iniilt  in  | 
W'ctliorsfickl.     "Llark    Sannicl    llorcinan"   had  a  ' 
sliart'  in  the  scoond  divisiAui  ft  land  en  tlio  West  ' 
side  of  the  river,  a  5J-aere  lut  in  Xewni^ton,  and  I 
lands  elsewhere.  j 
Although  not  a  prominent  office  holder  we  find  i 
that  Mr.  Uoreinan  was  chosen  surveyor  of  iiigh- 
ways  in  1679.    "Sergt.  Sanniel  I'orenian"  was  one 
of  the  town  collectors  for  iC^St,,  constable  in  1682, 
one  of  the  Committee  to  lay  out  a  highway  to  Fear- 
ful Swamp  in  16S7,  Lister  in  1003  ^i"*-'  V^--  ^""id 
Surveyor  in  1694.    He  occupied  his  father's  home- 
stead, corner  of  Lroad  Street  and  Fletclier  Lane. 
He  died  Dec.  23,  1720,  "aged  72  y.  2  mo.,  wanting 
two  days,"  and  his  widow.  Sarah,  died   Ian.  23, 
I73--3-    Their  children  Avere  Mary,  Sarah,  Hamiah. 
David,  Joseph  and  Josiah.     Sarah,  Hannah  and 
Josiah  died  young.    Sarali  (Steele)  Boreman  was 
a  descendant  of  the  third  generation  from  John 
Steele,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Hartford, 
who  \\-as  born  in  Essex  County,  England,  and  mar- 
ried at  Fairstead,  near  Braintree,  in  the  above  coun- 
ty, Rachel,  sister  of  John  Talcott  of  Hartford.  He 
emigrated  to  Xew  England  about  1632,  and  set- 
tled in  Xewtown  (Cambridge),  where  he  was  made 
a  freeman  in  1634.    He  was  chosen  Deputy  to  the 
General  Court  of  ^vlassachusetts  in  ^larch,  1634,, 
and  Ma}-  and  September,  1O35,  and  was  appointed 
by  that  body  March  3,  1635-6  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners "to  govern  the  people  of  Connecticut  for 
the  space  of  one  vear  coming."    He  removed  to 
Hartford  in  1635-6,  and  his  homestead  was  on  the 
east  side  of  'Sla.'m  Street,  a  little  north  of  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  Atheneum.    Mr.  Steele  was 
actively  interested  in  the  affairs  of  his  town  and 
colony.     He  was  Secretary  of  the  Colony  from 
1636  to  1639,  was  often  chosen  Deputy  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  between  1637  and  1657,  and  held  the 
office  of  Town  Clerk  of  Hartford  until  his  removal 
to  Farmington  about  1645,  where  his  wife  Rachel 
died  in  1653.    He  died  in  Farmington,  November 
25,  1665.    Sarah  Steele's  line  of  descent  was  Lieut. 
Samuel  (H),  John  (I). 

(HI)  Joseph  Bokd.man",  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Steele)  Boreman,  was  born  in  Wethersfield  April 
6,  1695,  married  Feb.  17,  1726,  !Mary,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Belden,  born  April  23,  1704,  and  lived  at  the 
extreme  south  end  of  Broad  Street,  on  the  west  sid-e, 
in  the  house  erected  by  his  father  Samuel  (H), 
and  given  him  by  the  latter 's  will  in  1720.  He  was* 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  local  matters  a  man 
of  substance  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Weth- 
ersfield. He  was  commissioned  Oiiarter-master  of 
Captain  Josiah  Griswold's  Troop  of  Horse,  in  the 
Sixth  Regiment.  Mav  11,  1749,  and  Cornet  in  the 
same  regiment  in  October,  1751,  by  the  General 
Court.  He  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town 
in  1755.  who  had  charge  of  the  French  prisoners 
quartered  there  at  that  time.  "It  is  probable  that  be 
did  his  share  of  dutv  in  the  French  campaign  dur- 
ing his  term  of  military  service." 


Joseph  Bordman  was  chosen  Deputv  to  the  Gcn- 
eral  Court  from  Wetlicrshelil,  October",  1754.  Jan- 
nar\,  1755,  March,  1755,  CJctober.  i75<).  ami  Mav 
17''0.  He  was  one  of  tlie  largest  contributors  to  tiie 
fund  raised  for  building  the  present  Congregational 
church  in  WcthersfieUl  in  I7()i.  (  Corner  Stone.  I 
His' wife  .Mary  died  April  30,  ijCnj.  He  died 
Jan.  19,  1771.  Iheir  children  were  Marv.  Sarah, 
Eunice,  Hannah,  Levi,  Rhoda,  Sanuiel  and  .\bi- 
gail.  All  lived  to  marry.  Mary  (  P.elden  I  Bord- 
man was  descended  in  the  fourth  generation  from 
Richard  Belden,  an  early  settler  of  Wethersfield. 
The  records  concerning  him  are  few.  He  owned 
April  7,  1641,  eight  pieces  of  land  including  a 
homestead  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Broad  street, 
on  the  north  corner  of  Plain  Lane.  He  was  chosev! 
town  lierder  .March  16,  1646.  It  was  his  dutv  to  keep 
watch  over  the  herd  and  give  immediate  warning  to 
the  inhabitants  of  wolves  or  other  dangers  tlireat- 
ening  the  stock,  his  compensation  being  in  "four 
equal  payments."  "On  fourth  in  wheat," on  fourth 
in  pease,  on  fourth  in  barley,  on  fourth  in  Indian, 
sound,  dry  and  well  drest."  That  this  was  not  an 
easy  task  we  may  readily  infer  from  the  fact  that, 
the  year  following,  four  herders  were  elected.  He 
died  in  1655,  th.e  inventory  of  his  estate  was  taken 
Aug.  22d  of  the  same  year.  3,Iary  (Belden)  Bord- 
man's  line  of  descent  is  through  Joseph  (III),  John 
(II),  Richard  (I). 

Le\-i  Bordm.vn,  son  of  Joseph  and  INLarv 
(Belden)  Bordman,  was  born  in  Wethersfield,  .Ma\- 
6,  1739.  He  married  April  23,  1761.  Esther  Bord- 
man, born  Dec.  22,  1743,  daughter  of  Gamaliel  and. 
Sarah  (Sherman)  Bordman,  of  Xewington,  and 
great-great-granddaughter  of  Samuel  Boreman,  tlie 
settler.  He  died  March  22,  17S2.  Esther,  his  wid- 
ow, married  (second)  Xov.  11.  17S4,  William  War- 
ner, and  died  Sept.  i,  1797.  The  children  of  Levi 
and  Esther  were  Joseph,  Levi,  Sarah,  Sarah,  Simeon 
and  Joseph  Simeon — Levi  and  Joseph  Simeon,  only, 
living  to  maturity. 

Levi  Bordman  was  a  prominent  man.  of  his  dav 
in  Wethersfield.  He  was  chosen  one  of  the  se- 
lectmen of  Wethersfield  in  December,  1773,  1774. 
and  1775.  and  in  this  official  capacity  he  certified  to 
the  nnister  roll  of  Capt.  John  Chester's  Companv 
of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  men,  at  the  starting  of 
that  body  for  the  relief  of  Boston,  in  the  Lexing- 
ton Alarm  in  April,  1775.  In  this  company  were 
Samuel,  Elijah,  Return  and  Samuel  Bordman  (2di. 
In  1774  he  was  one  of  the  contributors  to  a  fund 
to  relieve  and  encourage  the  inhabitants  of  Boston 
under  their  unparalelled  suffering  in  the  General 
Cause  of  American  Liberty."  In  the  vear  follow- 
ing he  assisted  his  brother  Samuel  in  erecting  a 
saltpetre  manufactory,  near  the  foot  of  Ilroad 
street,  in  Wethersfield.  and  furnisliod  material  n:c- 
cssary  in  the  maiuifacture  of  this  article,  large  quan- 
tities of  which  were  made  for  use  in  th.e  Revolution- 
ary war.  Levi  and  Sanuiel  Bordman  also  l)uili  and 
owned  the  sloop  "Ann''   (Lenuiel  Deming,  mas- 
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lor),  wliich  was  used  to  (.-onvcv  a  conipanv  of  sev- 
enty-two soldiers,  under  the  eoinnuind  of  Capt.  lohn 
Jhiiinur,  from  W'etlierstield  to  Xew  York,  at  the 
time  of  tlie  Long"  Island  iinasion  Aug-,  jj,  1776. 
It  is  a  family  tradition  that  Levi  Liordman  served  in 
the  war  of  the  l\evi.dutii  >u.  'Jdie  fact  tlnu  he  pos- 
sessed a  full  military  equipment,  including  a  breast 
plate  marked  "L.  llordTuan,"  ailds  not  a  little  to  the 
truth  of  tins  tradition. 

JDuring-  a  portion  of  his  life,  at  lea>t,  Levi  Bord- 
nian  was  a  sch.ool  master,  and  sometimes  received 
pupils  at  his  home  for  in-^truction.  It  is  known  that 
he  taught  the  South  School  in  W'ethersiield  in  1771, 
and  the  Inroad  Street  School  in  177S.  His  library 
included  books  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages, 
indicating-  that  he  was  a  man  of  liberal  education. 

yir.  Liordman  is  said  to  have  lived  some  years 
after  his  marriage  in  the  house  of  his  ancestor.  Sam- 
uel Boreman  (I),  corner  of  Broad  street  and  Fletch- 
er Lane.  Included  in  the  inventory  of  his  property 
was  an  "old  tavern  sign."  which  leads  to  the  conjec- 
ture that  lie  kept  a  public  liouse  there,  for  it  is  known 
that  the  building  was  used  for  that  purpose.  It  is 
believed  that  ^Ir.  Bordmaii  was  keeping  this  tavern 
when  on  September  19,  1765,  Stamp-Blaster  Jared 
Ingersoll,  of  Xew  Haven,  on  his  way  to  Hartford, 
was  forced  by  the  "Sons  of  Libertv,"  who  had  gath- 
ered tmder  the  great  Ehii  tree  in  front  of  Col.  John 
Chester's  house,  next  adjoining,  to  enter  this  tavern, 
and  there  sign  a  written  resignation  of  his  office. 

Esther  Bordnian  was  helpful  to  the  soldiers  dur- 
ing the  War  of  the  Revolution  in  assisting  them  to 
join  their  regiments,  in  boarding,  washing  and 
mending  their  clothes.  6i:c.  Her  line  of  descent  is 
through  Gamaliel  (I\  J,  Richard  (HI  ),  Daniel  (H  ), 
Samuel  (I). 

{Y  )  Joseph  SiiiEox  Bo.xrdmax.  son  of  Levi  and 
Esther  (  Bordnian)  Boardman,  was  born  in  \\'ethers- 
field,  Conn..  ^.lay  3,  1780.     He  married  July  31, 
1803.  Lucinda,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Hannah 
(Harrison)  Canfield,  of  Salisbury,  Conn.,  born  1786. 
He  was  a  cordwainer  by  trade.    Early  in  1804  he  re- 
moved to  Lenox,  Mass.,  where  he  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  tanning  leather.  Late  in  the 
following  year  he  returned  to  his  native  town,  and 
for  some  years  lived  on  the  west  side  of  the  high- 
Avay  leading  from  Broad  street  to  South  Lane,  next 
north  of  the  Appleton  Robbins  place.    In  1816  he 
purchased  his   father's  old  homestead  on  Broad  i 
street,  where  he  resided  until  his  death.  j 
After  his  return  from  Lenox  he  devoted  his  at-  : 
tention  somewhat  to  the  shipping  business,  then  of 
considerable  local  iniportance.    An  examination  of 
his  account  books  and  diaries  show  him  to  have  : 
been  verv  careful  and  accurate  in  his  business  habits.  ; 
From  them,  it  is  learned  that  he  spent  a  portion  of 
his  time  at  his  trade,  and  that  he  was  also  engaged  : 
in  shipping  large  quantities  of  onions,  then  the  staple 
crop  of  Wethersfield,  to  Xew  York,  and  tliere  selling  | 
them  on  com.mission.    It  was  while  acting  as  suoer-  : 
cargo  on  board  the  sloop  "Eliza"   (David  Moul- 


;  tiirop.  captain),  on  her  passage  to  Xew  York,  that  he 
.  Inst  ins  life  by  shipwreck  on  Long  Island  Sound  on 
:  the  night  of  Xovember  13,  18J7,  all  (...i  board  bemg 
I  lost.  His  body  was  recovered  at  Huntington. 
i  I.,  and  buried  in  W'ethersrteld.  His  widow  married 
;  Sept.  U).  1 83-'.  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  of  Cliester, 
:  where  she  died  .March  6,  1S50,  and  was  buried  in 
,  W'ethersheld. 

-Mr.  lioardman  was  a  gentleman  of  strong  re- 
'  ligious  ccmvictions.    He  and  his  wife  became  mem- 
I  bcrs  of  the  Congregational  Clun-ch  in  1816,  and 
I  throughout  their  lives  were  zealous  workers  in  the 
;  cause  of  religion.    BIr.  Boardman's  private  diarv, 
^  from   Vvhich  extracts  of  considerable  length  are 
:  given  in  the  Boardman  Genealogy,  is  a  witness  to 
the  earnestness  and  sincerity  cif  Ins  Christian  life. 
Their  children  were  William.  Hannah,  Joseph.  Jo- 
seph Canfield  and  ?^Iaria  Lucinda. 

Lucinda  (Canfield  )  Boardman  was  of  the  si.xth 
i  generation  from  Sergt.  Thomas  Cantield,  who  was 
I  born  in  England  and  settled  in  Blilford,  Conn.,  in  or 
before  1646,  and  was  granted  a  house  lot  and  two 
acres  of  land  by  the  town,  December  31,  1646.  He 
also  received  from  the  town  four  acres  of  land  for 
supporting  a  gate  at  Xew  Field.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  in  ^Nlilford.  Blarcli  i,  1656,  and 
was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  May  13,  1669, 
sergeant  of  the  train  band  of  Blilford.  He  was 
elected  Deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  ]\Iilford 
in  1673,  1674  and  1676.  Lie  died  in  1689.  His  wife, 
Phebe  Crane,  whom  he  married  probablv  before 
1650.  was  perhaps  the  sister  of  Benjamin  Crane,  of 
\\"etliersheld.  Her  will  was  niade  July  29,  1690. 
Lucinda  Canfield's  line  of  descent  is  joseph  (\  ), 
loel  (I\'),  Thomas  (III),  Thomas  (II),  Thom- 
as (I). 

(\T)  \\"iLLiAM  Bo.\Ri~)MAX.  son  of  Joscph  Sini- 
eon  and  Lucinda  ( Canfield )  Boardman,  was  born 
Feb.  25,  1805,  in  Leno.x.  Mass..  where  his  father  was 
then  for  a  short  time  residing.  Young  Boardman  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  best  schools  of  W'etli- 
ersfield.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  learning  the 
printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Hartford  Tinus. 
then  owned  and  published  by  Samuel  Bowles  anil 
John  Francis.  In  the  summer  of  1824.  when  Mr. 
Bowles  started  the  Springfield  Rcpiib'iican.  ]\Ir. 
Boardman  went  with  him  to  Springfield,  the  renioval 
being  accrjmplished  b_\-  placing  the  press,  with  all  ar- 
ticles necessarv  for  use  in  the  business,  and  the 
household  furniture  on  a  Hatboat,  in  which  they  were 
poled  up  the  Connecticut  river.  He  boarded  in 
the  familv  of  liis  emplo}er.  and  se.  up  and  printed 
a  part  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Springfield  Republi- 
can, which  lias  since  become  one  of  the  leading  new-;- 
pajiers  of  Xew  England.  In  1828,  in  company  with 
William  Faulkner,  of  X'orwich.  under  the  firm  name 
of  B.oardnian  &  Faulkner,  he  began  the  publication 
of  the  Xorwich  Republican,  of  which  he  was  al^o 
the  editor.  This  was  the  second  paper  in  Connecti- 
cut to  sui)port  the  election  of  .\ndrcw  Jackson  for 
the  Presidency.    Ill  health  obliged  Mr.  Boardman 
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to  retire  from  his  po.Mtion  after  the  hrst  \  car.  In 
1830  he  pubh.-hed  tlie  Tolland  Adiocatc  for  an  asso- 
ciation of  gentlemen  in  J'ollanil,  Conn.  In  i8^j, 
in  company  with  Alfred  I'raneis,  he  published  llie 
life,  writings  an(.l  opinions  of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
written  for  tiiem  by  B.  L.  Rayner.  the  prI^tln^,^ 
binding,  etc.,  being  all  done  in  W'ctherstield.  In 
1S34,  Air.  lloardman  was  employed  by  John  Rus- 
sell, then  editor  and  i)ublislKr  of  lue  Hartford 
Times,  as  foreman  of  the  establisnment. 

In  184 1,  in  company  with  John  Fox,  ]\Ir.  Board- 
man  started  in  W'ethersheld,  in  connection  with  a 
successful  grocery  business,  the  first  manufactory  .n 
New  England,  outside  of  Boston,  for  the  roasting, 
grinding,  and  packing  of  cottee  and  spices  for  the 
wholesale  trade.  This  partnership  was  dissolved 
in  October,  1S44,  and  January  i,  1S45,  -^Ir.  Board- 
man  undertook  the  same  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, wliich  he  removed  in  1850  to  Hartford,  lo- 
cating at  Xo.  12  Central  Row,  where  he  associated 
with  himself  his  son,  W.  F.  J.  Boardman,  under 
the  firm  name  of  W'm.  Boardman  &  Son.  Steam 
power  and  modern  machinery  were  introduced,  and 
the  firm  did  a  large  business  in  several  States  of 
the  Cnion,  and  especially  in  Xew  York  City,  where 
a  considerable  amount  of  the  goods  manufactured 
were  sold.  The  coffee  used  at  the  opening  of  the 
Crystal  Palace  in  X'ew  York,  July  14,  1853,  was 
furnished  by  them.  Probably  the  first  invoice  of 
ground  and  prepared  coffee  sent  to  California  was 
from  this  firm.  Still  larger  accommodations  being 
needed,  the  store  and  mariufactory  were  removed, 
iri  1853,  from  Central  Row  to  what  is  now  X'o. 
241  State  street.  The  building  was  bought  and 
fitted  up  with  a  twenty-five  horse  power  engine,  and 
with  all  tiie  new  and  improved  machinery  for  the 
successful  carrying  on  of  the  business.  At  this 
time  Mr.  Boardman's  second  son,  Thomas  J.,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  firm,  and  its  name  was  changed  to  W'm. 
Boardman  &  Sons.  The  building,  occupied,  consist- 
ed of  four  stories,  with  a  store-house  of  two  stories 
in  the  rear.  In  1S58,  two  stories  in  an  adjoining 
building  were  leased,  and  teas  were  added  to  the 
stock  in  trade.  Travelling  salesmen  were  employed, 
and  a  large  business  was  done  throughout  Xew 
Y'ork,  Xew  Hampshire,  \'ermont,  ^Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  thousands  of  chests  being  sold  yearly. 
In  1S67  the  business  was  removed  from  Xo.  241 
to  X'o.  205  State  street,  corner  of  Front,  the  old 
store  being  retained  for  the  manufacturing  and  stor- 
age of  goods.  This  added  four  stories,  30x80  feet, 
to  the  space  formerly  occupied.  In  1871,  the  brown 
stone  building,  Xos.  298-306  Asylum  street,  was 
erected  for  the  business;  it  measured  52x100  feet, 
and  was  five  stories  high  besides  a  basement,  with 
the  manufactory  in  the  rear  of  three  stories,  30x40 
feet.  The  cost  was  over  $100,000,  and  it  was  the 
finest  private  building  then  in  the  city.  The  firm 
removed  to  it  .\pril  i,  1872,  new  machinery  being 
added,  making  it  the  most  complete  manufactory  of 
its  kind  in  Xew  England.    Here  they  continued  to 


j  do  a  large  and  successful  business  as  wliolesale 
I  dealers  and  inip>-irters  of  teas,  coffees  and  spices,  and 
i  as  dealers  in  cigars,  tobacco  and  grocers'  sundries, 
i  On  July  9,  1888,  after  the  death  of  the  senior  pari- 
I  ner,  William  F.  J.  Boardman  retired  fn_>ni  th.e  firm 
!  — tile  business  then  for  a  time  being  carried  on  by 
the  younger  of  his  two  sons,  Thomas  J.,  and  his  son, 
Howard  F.,  under  the  old  firm  name  out  of  respect 
for  its  founders.     C)n  Jan.  i,  1807,  the  business 
was  incorporated   under  the  name  of  The  W'm. 
I  Boardman  &  Sons  Co.,  of  which  Thomas  J.  Board- 
I  man  is  President :  A.  II.  Bronson,  Secretary,  and 
I  H.  F.  Boardman,  Treasurer. 

William  Boardman  was  interested  in  many  en- 
!  terprises  aside  from  his  regular  business.    He,  with 
i  the  firm,  was  the  builder  of  several  of  the  finest  pri- 
\  vate  structures  in  Hartford.    He  also,  in  company 
;  with  others,  constructed  several  vessels  of  large 
j  size,  one  of  which  was  named  the  "W  illiam  Board- 
man."    He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  and  sub- 
scribers to  The  Merrick  Thread  Co.,  of  Flolyoke. 
Mass.,  and  one  of  its  directors ;  also  of  the  Hart- 
j  ford  and  Xew  York  Steamboat  Co.,  the  Comstock  & 
Ferre  Seed  Co.,  Bank  of  Hartford  Countv  (  Amer- 
ican X'ational  ),  Merchants  and  ^Manufacturers  Bank 
(First  X'ational),  Orient  Fire  Insurance  C<j.,  }>Ie- 
chanics  Bank  &  Building  Association,  and  Hudson 
j  River  \Vater  Power  &  Paper  Co.  He  was  an  orig- 
i  inal  subscriber  to  the  stock  of  the  City  Fire  Insur- 
!  ance  Co.,  ^Merchants  Fire  Insurance  Co..  I'hccni.x 
i  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  Hartford  Engineering  Co. 
I  In  1836,  and  for  several  years  after,  he  was  secre- 
j  tary  and  director  of  the  ^^'ethersfieId  Mutual  Fire 
I  Insurance  Co.    He  also  assisted  in  the  formation  of 
!  many  industries,  both  of  a  private  and  public  char- 
j  acter,  and  did  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  his 
■  adopted  city.    He  settled  many  estates,  was  a  direc- 
j  tor  in  insurance  companies,  manufacturing"  cor- 
I  porations,  and  banks.    He  was  largely  interested  in 
;  proving  the  feasibility  and  cheajjuess  of  peat  as 
j  fuel.    He  was  associated  with  Henry  Martin  in 
!  mar.ufacturing  the  first  power  machines  for  making 
j  brick  in  this  country :  was  general  agent  and  niana- 
!  ger  of  the  Holbrook  School  Apparatus  Company  for 
the  manufacture  of  instruments  showing  the  revolu- 
tions of  the  solar  system,  and  of  other  instruments 
connected  with  the  education  of  children.    He  was 
president  of  the  Hartford  Associated  Coal  Company, 
a  company  which  was  formed  just  after  the  Civil 
War,  to  enable  consumers  to  receive  their  coal  at 
the  cost  of  mining,  etc.,  which,  owing  to  the  general 
collapse  in  mercantile  values,  did  not  prove  a  suc- 
cess.   Air.  Boardman  filled  all  these  places  of  trust 
with  honor  and  fidelity.     His  advice  wa^  often 
sought  in  business  and  other  matters,  and  cheerfully 
and  honestly  given.    Fie  held  other  offices  in  earlier 
life,  such  as  State  prison  director  in  1834,  town 
constable  and  collector  in  i835-3'''>-37.  representative 
in  the  Legislature  from  Wethersfield  in  1852,  where 
he  was  on  several  important  committees,  and  was 
again  apiwintcd  State  prison  director,  and  also  com- 
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aiiissiuncr  it  llaritord  ouuiUy,  hy  Clov.  Tlioinas 
li.  ScyiiKmr.  Alter  his  removal  to  Hartford,  m 
1S58,  he  invarial)Iy  refused  puliHe  otTice.  He  w.is 
ii  hfc-lony  IV'iuoerat,  a  lii  111  I'nion  man,  aiul  a  sub- 
scriber to  The  Hartford  finu-s  from  iSjo  to  i88ij. 
In  1858  lie  assi>ted  J.  M.  Sclii.itield  in  establishing 
<i  Democratic  journal,  the  Hartford  Moniuig  Post, 
now  the  Hartford  Ezwiiiig  PosI,  Republican  in  its 
j)oIitics.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  the  latter  cirganiza- 
tion  held  the  office  of  Xolile  (jrand. 

"Religiously,  ^ir.  F.oardman  was  a  true  child 

■  -of  his  Puritan  ancestry."  "To  strict  integrity,  a 
careful  frugality,  a  true  orthodoxy,  he  joined  a 

•clear  religious  experience."  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  brought  up  in  the  Congregational  Church, 

■Lut  in  early  life  became  deeply  interested  in  the 
■Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  then  in  its  infancy  in 

■  Wethersfield,  where  it  was  at  first  strongly  opposed 
By  many  of  the  tow  nspeople,  who  adhered  to  the 

-Congregational  denomination.  At  one  time  when 
they  were  refused  the  use  of  the  town  hall  for  relig- 
ious services,  Mr.  Boardman  with  others  forced  the 
•doors  in  order  to  hold  the  meeting.  The  excite- 
ment at  th.at  time  was  so  great  that  the  "riot"  act 
-was  read  to  the  assembled  crowd  by  Samuel  Galpin, 
Esq.,  of  \\'ethcrstield.  ]Mr.  Boardman  and  his  wife 
•xniited  with  the  E.  Church  in  1838,  and  remained 
through  life  its  firm  supporters.  He  helped  to  re- 
build its  church  edifice,  and  gave  so  liberally  to  the 
luidertaking  that,  in  gratitude  to  him,  it  was  named, 
at  its  re-dedication,  Boardman  Chapel.  On  re- 
moving to  Hartford  in  1858,  their  membership  was 
transferred  to  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
■there,  of  which  ^Nlr.  Boardman  was  elected  one  of  the 
trustees,  and  when  its  new  church  edifice  was  erected 
on  Asylum  street,  he  was  one  of  the  building  com- 
mittee, giving  a  large  sum  for  the  purpose.  W  hen 
the  South  Park  ^T  E.  Church  was  organized  in 
■1869,  in  the  south  part  of  the  city,  'Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boardman  joined  the  new  movement,  and  were 
among  the  foremost  in  the  enterprise,  he  being  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  trustees  and  a  member  of  the 
"building  committee.  One  of  the  acts  of  his  later  li  'e 
was  the  payment  of  the  mortgage  then  on  the  church, 
thus  relieving  it  of  debt,  and  this  on  the  condition 
that  there  should  never  be  another  mortgage.  He 
was  elected  the  first  Sunday-school  superintendent, 
continuing  in  that  capacity  until  infirmity  and  ad- 
vancing age  compelled  his  resignation.  In  1885, 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  built  the  F.oardman 
^Memorial  Chapel,  adjoining  the  church,  in  remem- 
brance of  her.    It  was  dedicated  Feb.  23,  1886. 

The  liberalitv  of  Mr.  Boardman  was  great,  and 
the  calls  on  his  charity  were  many,  and  freely  re- 
•sponded  to.  Bv  his  will  he  made  bequests  to  the 
Old  People's  Flome,  The  Hartford  Hospital,  The 
Laralx-c  Fund,  The  Charitable  Society  of  Hartford, 
The  Fund  for  Superannuated  Preachers,  the  Board 
of  Church  Extension  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  to 


the  Grant  Memorial  L'niversity  of  .\thens,  Ten- 
nessee. 

On  Jan.  3,  i8j8,  Mr.  Boardman  was  married  to 
^lary  1-rancis,  who  was  l^rn  in  \\  ethersticld.  Nov. 
0,  1803,  daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel  and  Mehitabel 
(^Goodrich)  Francis,  and  granddaughter  of  Capt. 
John  Francis  and  Capt.  Elizur  Goodrich,  both  sol- 
diers of 'the  Revolution.  ^Ir.  Boardman's  married 
life  was  a  long  and  happy  one,  extending  through 
more  than  fifty-six  vcars.  His  wife  was  a  woman 
remarkable  for  her  kindness  of  heart  and  her  whole- 
souled  liberality.  She  was  never  happier  than  when 
doing  something  for  the  help  and  comfort  of  others, 
and  her  husband  took  care  that  she  should  never 
lack  the  means  for  her  benefactions.  She  was  in- 
terested in  all  good  works,  both  public  and  private, 
and  the  extent  to  which  she  aided  them  will  never 
be  known,  for  she  was  unassuming  in  all  her  boun- 
ties. During  the  Civil  war,  she  took  great  interest  in 
the  condition  of  the  soldiers,  and  was  one  of  the  man- 
agers of  the  Soldiers'  Aid  Association.  But  it  was 
as  the  kind  and  tender  wife  and  mother  that  she 
found  her  chief  happiness,  and  the  best  monument 
and  witness  to  her  excellence  has  been  the  rever- 
ent and  unforgetting  aiifection  of  her  husband  and 
children.  She  died  Dec.  14,  1884,  at  the  age  of 
eightv-one.  Her  line  of  ancestrv  was  Daniel  (V ) 
John' (I\'),  John  (III).  John  (II),  Robert  (I). 
!\Jr.  Boardman  survived  his  wife  for  nearly  three 
years,  and  died  Novemlx^r  3,  1887,  in  his  eighty- 
thiril  \ear.  Their  children,  all  of  whom  were  born 
in  Wethersfield,  were:  William  Francis  Joseph  and 
Thomas  Jefferson,  both  mentioned  later;  Arethusa 
^laria  and  Alpheus  Francis,  both  deceased  in  early 
childhood:  ^lary  Lucinda,  born  in  1841,  married, 
in  1870,  George  W.  At  wood ;  and  Emma  Jennette, 
born  in  1846,  died  in  i860. 

(VII)  William  F.  J.  Boardm.\x.  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  son  of  William  and  ]\[ary  (Francis)  Board- 
man,  was  born  in  Wethersfield.  Dec.  12,  1S28.  He 
was  married  Jan.  7,  1852,  by  the  Rev.  Horace  Bush- 
nell.  D.  D..  in  the  Xorth  Congregational  Church  in 
Hartford,  to  Jane  Alaria  Greenleaf,  Ijorn  in  Hartford 
Aug.  9,  1835,  youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  and 
Electa  (Toocker)  Greenleaf.  Mrs.  Boardman  died 
Aug.  20,  1899,  aged  64  years.  "The  world  was 
better  for  her  having  lived." 

Mr.  Boardman  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  town,  graduating  from  the 
Wethersfield  Academy  in  the  Sirring  of  184C).  On 
leaving  school  he  entered  the  Coffee  and  Spice  Man- 
ufactory of  his  father,  in  Wethersfield.  to  learn  the 
Inisiness  in  detail.  Four  years  later,  upon  the  re- 
moval of  the  business  to  Hartfo'-d.  he  was  admitted 
into  partnersiiip  with  his  father,  under  the  firm 
name  of  William  Boardman  &  Son.  In  1853.  his 
brother  Thomas  J.  was  admitted  a  meniiicr  and  tlie 
corporate  name  changed  to  William  lioardman  X: 
Sons.  This  business  comiection  continued  with 
uninterrupted  success  for  thirty-eight  years,  .\fter 
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many  years  of  close  application  to  business.  Mr. 
Boardm;in"s  licalth  became  seriously  impaired  and 
lie  foiuul  it  necessary  to  take  a  rest  from  its  cares, 
at  one  time  going-  abroatl  to  seek  the  benefit  of  travel 
and  change.  The  result  was  not  entirely  success- 
ful, and.  as  a  matter  physical  necessitv,  he  con- 
cluded, after  his  return,  to  abandon  all  business  act- 
ivity, which  he  did  by  selling  to  his  brother  his  en- 
tire interest  in  the  old  firm,  Julv  <).  i88S.  after  an 
experience  of  forty-two  years.  .Mr.  Iniardman  has 
never  sought  political  office  or  favor.  In  iS6i  he 
was  chosen  a  director  of  the  State  ijank  of  Hart- 
ford, serving  in  that  capacity  tlurinc:;-  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  giving  to  the  institution  the  same  con- 
scienticns  attention  that  he  did  to  his  own  business. 
In  1863,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Hartford 
Common  Council  from  the  old  Third  ward,  in  which 
he  was  a  member  of  the  highways  committee  and 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  horse  railroad, 
then  being  constructed,  also  serving  on  other  com- 
mittees. 

During  his  business  life,  Mr.  Boardman  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  promoting  and  establishing  many 
6iisiness  eterprises,  among  which  arc  the  Hartford 
and  Xew  York  Steamboat  Company,  The  Alerrick 
Thread  Company  of  Holyoke.  Mass.,  The  Hudson 
River  Water  Power  and  Paper  Co.  of  Mechanics- 
ville,  X.  Y.,  as  well  as  manv  other  undertakings  in 
which  he  shared  an  equal  interest  in  common  with 
the  other  members  of  his  firm.  He  has  helped  young 
men  to  establish  themselves  in  business  and  assist- 
ed others  in  these  affairs.  He  has  served  on  com- 
missions, settled  estates,  operated  in  real  estate  con- 
siderably, attended  to  the  construction  of  some  of 
the  best  buildings  of  his  adopted  city,  and  has  gen- 
erally led  an  active  life. 

Mr.  Boardman  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Putnam  Phalanx  at  its  organization  in  1859, 
and  still  retains  his  connection  with  this  well  known 
Military  Battalion.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut Historical  Society,  a  life  member  of  the 
Wethersfield  Society  Library,  a  member  of  the  Tops- 
field  Historical  Society  of  Massachusetts,  the  society 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  of  the 
Connecticut  Society  of  the  Order  of  the  Founders 
and  Patriots  of  America,  through  both  lines  of  his 
ancestry.  He  was  admitted  a  member  at  its  organ- 
ization May  9,  1896.  and  chosen  one  of  its  coun- 
cillors, and  later  elected  Genealogist  of  the  Order. 
Mr.  Boardman  has  devoted  much  time  and  money 
in  collecting  and  preserving  records  relating  to  the 
Boardman  Family,  including  originals  relating  to 
each  of  his  Xew  Fngland  ancestors.  In  1895  he 
published  "The  Boarrlman  Genealogy  T525-1895,"  a 
work  of  nearlv  800  pages.  Fie  has  also  published 
"The  Francis-Goodrich-Boardman"  Genealogy  in  his 
line  of  ancestry.  "A  memorial  to  the  Memory  of 
William  Boardman  and  Mary  Francis"  and  a  "Com- 
plete Record  of  the  Wethersfield  Inscriptions  in  the 
Five  Burial  Places  in  that  Ancient  Town."  He  has 
nearly  ready  for  publication,  "The  Record  of  the 


Anccstrv  of  William  Boardman  and  Mary  I'rancis, 
showing-  their  allied  lines  of  descent  through  forty 
families  who  settled  in  Xew  Fngland  prior  to  1O50, 
with  short      '.gra])hical  sketches  of  each  ancestor. 

Jane  .Maria  ('ireenleaf)  Boardman  was  a  de- 
scendant in  the  ninth  generation  from  Caiu.  Ed- 
mund Greenleaf.  who  v.as  l)orn  in  Fngland.  and  emi- 
grated to  Xew  Fnglantl  with  liis  family  in  1635,  and 
settled  in  Xewlniry,  Mass.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  or  founders  of  Xewbury,  and  was  granted 
122  acres  in  the  first  division,  of  land  there  in 
1635.  From  all  ihat  can  be  gatJiered,  it  is  believed 
that  his  ancestors  were  Huguenots.  On  the  parish 
records  of  St.  Marv's  la  Tour  in  Ipswich,  County  01 
Suft'olk,  England,  is  recorded  "Edmund  Greenleaf, 
son  of  John  and  Margaret,  was  baptized  January 
2,  1574."  Edmund  Greenleaf  married  Saral'i  Dole, 
and  bv  her  had  nine  children  whose  names  appear  on 
the  record  of  St.  Marv's  la  Tom'  ai-»ove  mentioned, 
all  born  in  England.  Mr.  (jreenleaf  lived  near  the 
old  town  bridge  in  X'ewbury,  where  for  some  years 
he  kept  a  tavern.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman  Alarch 
13.  1639.  and  on  May  22.  of  the  same  year,  he  was 
■■permitted  to  keep  a  house  of  entertainment."  He 
was  by  trade  a  silk  dyer.  Aliout  1650.  he  moved 
to  Boston  where  his  wife  Sarah  died  January  iS. 
1663.  He  died  there  }^larch  24.  1671.  aged  about 
ninety-seven  years.    In  i''>37,  Capt.  Greenleaf  com- 

I  manded  a  company  whicbi  marched  against  the 
Indians.  On  Xov.  5.  1639.  he  v/as  made  ensign 
of  the  company  at  Xewbury.  and  in  1642  lieutenanc 
of  [Massachusetts  Provincial  Forces.  In  1644  he 
was  an  '■Ancient  and  ex-perienced  Lieut,  under  Capt. 
William  Gerrish,"  was  captain  in  1644,  and  head  of 
the  Alilitia  under  Gerrish,  and  Xovember  11,  1647, 
at  his  ow-n  request,  -^-as  discharged  from  military 
service  being  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age. 
Tane  M.  (Greenleaf)  lioardman's  line  of  descent  is 
Dr.  Charles  (VIII),  Dr.  David  iVII),  David  (VIL 
Dr.  Daniel  (  X ) .  Rev.  Daniel  (I\').  Capt.  Stephen 
(III),  Capt.  Stephen  (II).  Capt.  Edmund  (I). 

(MI)  Thomas  jEri-r-RSox  Bo.\rdm.\x,  son  of 
William  and  IMary  (Francis  )  Boardman.  was  born  in 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  May  27.  1S32.  and  received  h.if> 
education  in  the  district  school  and  academy  of  the 

i  tow-n,  and  at  the  Wesleyan  Academy  at  Wilbraham. 

I  Mass.    Flaving  finished  h's  education,  he  returiied 

I  to  \\'ethersfield,  preferring-  a  business  to  a  pro- 
fessional life.  He  began  as  clerk  in  a  country  store 
in  Xew  Britain,  remaining  till  the  failure  of  the  con- 
cern in  1850.  He  then  accepted  a  positi(^n  with  his 
father  and  brother  in  Hartford,  and  later,  in  1853, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  firm.  In  this  he  remained 
a  jxirtner  till  after  the  death  uf  his  father,  and  tlic 
rctirement  of  his  brother  July  9.  1888.  when  he. 
with  his  son.  Howard  F..  continueil  the  business 
under  the  old  firm  name  until  Jan.  i,  1897.  It^was 
then  incorjiorated  as  The  Wm.  I'oardman  &  Sons 
Company,  of  which  he  Itecan-.e.  ami  is  still  Presi- 
dent, iiis  son.  How;u-d  l•^,  being  Treasurer,  and  Ar- 
thur H.  P>ronson.  Secretary,    lie  is  also  I'residcnt  ■>{ 
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'I'lie  W'lK'Iosale  Clrocers  As.-ociaiion  of  Sou! horn 
Xew  I'.nglaiul. 

Mr.  iloardiuan  lias  often  been  urged  to  accept 
public  ofl'ice,  but  has  always  docliueil.  preferring  to 
give  his  entire  time  and  energy  to  his  business.  He 
was  brought  up  a  Methotlist,  but  in  carlv  life  became 
a  convert  to  the  L'niversalist  faith,  uniting  with  that 
church  in  1803.  Jrle  was  long  connected  with  the 
Sunday-school,  as  teacher,  assistant  superintendent, 
and  president  of  the  Teachers"  Association,  and  was 
lor  many  years  a  worker  in  the  church,  as  a  member 
of  its  Ixiard  of  trustees  and  one  of  its  chief  support- 
ers. He  was  a4so  for  many  years  on  the  State  Mis- 
sionary Board  of  the  L'niversalist  Church,  and 
trustee  for  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  tlie  Univer- 
salist  Publishing  House  in  Boston.  He  has  had  an 
equal  interest  with  his  father  and  brother  in  the  busi- 
ness enterprises  in  which  thev  were  concerned. 

Thomas  J.  Boardman  married  October  14,  1858, 
Julia  Amanda  Ellis,  of  Hartford,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 29,  1838,  and  died  November  24,  185S.  He 
married  (second)  October  24,  1861,  Mary  Charlina 
Ellis,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  born  September  11, 
1845.  She  died  Jan.  16,  1S90.  He  married  ( third ) 
April  29,  1893,  ^larv  Adah  Simpson,  daughter  of 
Frederick  H.  Sinipson,  of  Staten  Island.  Xe\v  ""i  orK. 
Mr.  Boardman's  children  were  Howard  F.,  Emma 
Julia,  }.Iinnie  Gertrude,  William  Ellis,  Thomas 
Bradford  (born  ^larch  9,  1895)  and  George  Fran- 
cis (born  ]May  31,  1896).  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Connecticut  Historical  Society,  of  the  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Connecticut 
Society  of  the  Order  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots 
of  America  through  both  lines  of  his  ancestry,  and 
historian  of  tne  last  named  Society. 

(MH)  ^\'lLr.IA^I  Greexleaf  Boardman,  only 
child  of  William  F.  J.  and  Jane  IMaria  /^Greenleaf) 
Boardman,  was  born  in  Flartford,  Conn.,  June  29, 
1853.  He  married  Oct.  29.  1874.  Eliza  Fowler  Root, 
born  May  1 1,  1853,  the  daughter  of  Horatio  and  Abi- 
.gail  Whittier  (Hussey)  Root,  of  Hartford,  the  latter 
a  cousin  of  the  poet  John  Greenleaf  Whittier.  Mr. 
Boardnian  was  educated  at  Mr.  Hart's  preparatory 
school  in  Farmington.  Mr.  Hall's  Classical  Scliool 
in  Ellington,  and  the  Hartford  high  school.  He  is 
a  life  member  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  So- 
ciety, a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, and  a  member  of  The  Connecticut  Society  of 
the  Order  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America. 
He  was  formerly  connected  with  the  firm  of  Wm. 
Boardman  &  Sons  Co.,  but  has  been  obliged  to  give 
up  business  on  account  of  trouble  with  his  eyes. 
The  children  born  to  ^\'illiam  G.  Boardman  and  his 
wife  are:  Francis  Whittier,  born  April  6,  1876, 
died  April  5,  1885:  Cedric  Root,  born  Jan.  23.  1886, 
•and  Dorothy  Root,  born  April  26,  1889.  They  reside 
in  Hartford. 

(VIH)  HowARO  Francis  BoARiniAX.  son  of 
Thomas  J.  and  Mary  C.  (  Ellis  )  Boardman.  was  born 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  Sept.  22,  1862.  married  Jan.  12, 
i8<%,  to  Catherine  Augusta  Belcher,  born  June  16, 


i8fi''>,  in  Xew  York  City,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Katlierine  (Slater)  iielcher.    Howard  i'".  was  grad- 
uated from  tlie  Hartford  high  school  in  1880.  He 
i  is  secretary  of  The  Wm.  Boardman  &  Sons  Co..  and 
I  si'Ciallv  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Society  of  the 
I  ( )rder  of  the  I'ounders  and  Patriots  of  America. 
Mr.  antl  ^Mrs.  Boartlman  have  had  two  children: 
HaroUr  Ellis,  born  Xov.  i(\  1890,  died  the  same 
day:  and  Mariel  Wildes,  born  ^lay  31,  1893. 

JAMES  GOODWIX  ]V\TTERSOX.  ^I.  A. 
Rugged  and  stable  as  the  granites  whi.ch  first  ga>-e 
him  fame,  finished  and  polished  as  the  marbles 
which  added  lustre  ti)  strength,  complex  and  diverse 
as  the  industries  which  he  promoted — James  Good- 
win Batterson  stands  sans  parcil  hi  the  great  number 
of  his  personal  and  business  qualities,  negative  to 
each  other,  vet  conspicuous  in  variety  and  mag- 
nitude. 

Born  in  \\'intonbury  (now  BloomfieUH,  Conn., 
near  Flartford,  Feb.  23.  1823,  his  early  boyhood  was 
spent  at  Xew  Preston,  among  the  Litchfield  Hills, 
whither  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  an  infant. 
In  the  pure  bracing  air  of  the  country,  an  active 
outdoor  life  laid  the  foundations  in  youth  of  a 
strong,  vigorous  constitution  which  sixty  years  of 
strenuous  business  exertions  have  failed  to  shake. 
Flere  he  received  a  common-school  education,  fol- 
lowed by  a  course  in  the  Western  Academy,  wliere 
he  was  prepared  for  college. 

Finding  it  impossible,  however,  through  lack  of 
means,  to  carry  out  this  cherished  ambition,  he  re- 
solved to  become  self-supporting,  and  journeyed 
to  Ithaca,  X.  Y.  (a  good  share  of  the  way  on  foot), 
where  he  signed  for  a  three-years  apprenticeship  in 
tlie  printing  house  of  Mack.  Andrus  &  Woodruff. 
The  idea  oi"a  college  course  still  remained,  however, 
and  his  nights  were  spent  in  reading  and  study,  so 
that  he  returned  at  the  age  of  nineteen  to  Litchfield, 
where  the  familv  then  resided,  much  broadened  and 
strengthened  in  mind. 

Fortune  cast  his  lot,  for  a  time  at  least,  as  a 
I  stone-cutter  in  his  father's  marble  yards.  But  the 
i  active  mind  of  the  youth  still  clamored  for  knowl- 
edge, and  Judge  Origen  S.  Seymour,  a  friend  of 
the  elder  Batterson,  becoming  interested,  took  tlie 
boy  into  his  law  oflice.  A  happy  year  passed,  and 
then  the  family  circumstances  demanded  that  the 
son  again  take  uji  the  mallet  and  chisel. 

Thwarted  in  his  ambitions  for  a  professional 
career,  the  pluckv  lad  threw  all  his  energies  into 
the  .stone  trade,  determined  to  achieve  more  than  a 
moderate  success.  Ami  in  this  bis  plans  did  not 
miscarrv,  for  five  vcars  saw  the  business  so  increased 
that  removal  to  the  larger  field  at  Hartford  was 
effected.  The  line  of  wr)rk  also  broadened,  and  to 
I  monuments  ancl  substructures  were  added  all  kiinls 
I  of  cemeterv  work,  tombs,  sarcophagi,  etc..  and  the 
construction  of  the  completed  building.  .Xinone  tlie 
earlier  work  in  Hartford  niav  be  mentioned  the 
brownstone  Ijuilding  of  the  Stale  Saving:^  Bank 
'  on  Pearl  street,  and  the  marble  front  home  of  the 
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riKvnix  Xational  I'-ank,  on  }>(ain  street.  In  1S57 
yir.  r>atterson  was  awanlcil  the  contract  for  the 
\\"ort!i  nioiHuncnt.  in  New  York,  which  stands  at 
the  jimctiLMi  of  I'ilth  a\enne  ami  Uroadwaw  From 
this  time  on  tlie  liu,-.iness  ,L;re\v  rapidly  nntil  1S75, 
\vlien  it  was  thouglit  he.^t  to  or^'aniric  it  into  a  stock 
company. 

Accordingly,  under  a  special  charter  from  the 
Legislature.  The  Xew  England  Ciranite  Works  was 
formed  with  a  capital  of  S250.000.  Quarries  were 
procured  under  purchase  or  lease  at  Canaan.  Conn., 
Westerly,  R.  1.,  and  Concurd,  X.  Ik,  and  the  wo/k 
continued  to  be  ]iri)secu.ed  with  great  vigor.  Xew 
and  modern  apparatus  was  intniduced,  which  the 
inventive  genius  of  the  man  devised  and  imjiroved 
until  his  equipments  were  far  in  advance  of  anv 
other.  He  perfected  a  turning  lathe  for  cutting 
and  i^olishing  stone  colunuis.  a  process  previously 
done  by  hand  with  clumsy  and  inaccurate  results. 
In  this  field  he  had  much  to  do  besides  his  own  work, 
and  personally  wrought  and  polished  the  granite 
colunms  in  the  Capitol  at  Albany. 

As  a  contractor  and  buildei  in  granite.  ]\Ir.  Bat- 
terson  established  a  name  second  to  none  in  the 
country.  Covering  over  half  a  century  since  the 
business  was  first  established,  there  is  scarcely  a 
cemeter\-  of  repute  in  the  United  States  that  has  not 
its  monuments,  or  a  city  of  size  that  has  not  Bat- 
terson  granite  in  some  of  its  buildings.  Represen- 
tative among  the  public  monuments  and  statues 
are  the  X'ational  Soldiers'  ^^lonument  at  Gettysburg, 
the  portrait  statue  of  Alexander  Hamilton  in  Cen- 
ti"al  Park,  X'ew  York,  the  monument  to  Brevet 
Brig.-Gen.  Thaver,  founder  of  the  ^^'est  Point  !Mil- 
itarv  Academy,  at  ^\'est  Point,  the  niommient  at 
Antietam  surmounted  by  a  colossal  granite  statue  of 
a  soldier  twenty-one  feet  in  height,  the  great 
monument  at  Galveston,  Texas,  dedicated  to  the 
soldiers  who  fell  in  the  Texas  revolution,  the  monu- 
ment  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  San  Francisco,  to 
!Major-Gcn.  Flenrv  W.  Halleck,  General-in-chief 
of  all  the  armies  of  the  United  States  1863-64,  and 
the  Gen.  \\'ool  monument  at  Troy,  X''.  Y.,  whose 
sixty-foot  shaft  is  in  one  piece  weighing  nearly 
one  hundred  tons. 

Among  the  more  notable  buildings  which  'Sir. 
Batterson  and  his  company  have  erected  or  fur- 
nished the  granite  used,  are  the  Connecticut  r^hitual 
Life  Insurance  Co.'s  building.  Hartford,  the  Equit- 
able building  (home  of  the  Eriuitalile  Life  Assur- 
ance Society),  X'ew  York,  the  INIasonic  Temple, 
New  York,  the  ^lutual  Life  Insurance  Co.'s  build- 
ing, Philadelphia,  the  City  Hall,  Providence,  and 
the  thirty-story  Park  Row  building.  X'ew  York. 

But  the  Congressional  Library  Building  in 
\\'ashington,  that  massive  uile  of  pure  gray  Concord 
granite  perfectly  matched  and  grained,  the  finest 
granite  building  in  the  w(ir!d,  will  ever  attest  to 
Mr.  Batterson's  pre-eminence  as  tiif.  .^faii  of 
Craiiitcs.  Perhaps  not  less  marvelous  than  the  f|uar- 
rying  of  this  immense  quantity  of  stone  of  such  even 
jirain  and  coloring,  was  the  mechanical  accuracy 


I  with  which  the  cutting  and  fitting  was  done  before 
i  leaving  the  shops  at  Concord,  so  that  not  a  sh.iUmg 
j  was  charged  in  Washington  for  refitting  at  the  site. 
Another  building  of  mure  than  Xational  repute 
is  the  Connecticut  State  Capitol  at  Hartford,  for 
j  which  \lr.  Batterson  personally  was  the  contractor, 
j  Prominently  set  upon  a  hill  in  the  midst  of  I'.ush- 
;  nell  i'ark,  with  its  500  trees  of  150  distinct  varie- 
ties and  its  rich  and  rare  shrubbery,  this  handsome 
building  stands  forth,  its  nati\e  white  marble  walls 
I  supjwrting  from  the  center  a  perfectly  proportioned 
[  golden  dome,  bearing  aloft  J50  feet  from  the  ground 
I  a  heroic  bronze  figure  of  the  genius  of  Connecticut, 
i  \\  ilh  this  rich  setting,  and  great  architectural  beau- 
ty, it  has  been  pronounced  by  competent  critics  as 
"unique  among  structures  of  this  kind  in  America." 
And  it  has  yet  another  claim  to  distmction  in  that 
it  is  the  li^^t  building  of  the  kind  to  be  erected  in 
the  Lnited  States  within  the  appropriation,  for  so 
thoroughly  did  contractor  and  commissioners  work 
to  their  limit  that  $13,000  of  the  $2,000,000  appro- 
priated was  returned  unexpended.    ]Mr.  Batterson's 
contract  covered  the  entire  construction,  even  to  the 
smallest  details. 

Fifteen  years  of  dealing  with  the  harder  exterior 
stones  served  to  show  the  demand  for  the  more 
ornamental  and  decorati\e  marbles,  and  in  i860 
Mr.  Batterson  established  his  steam  marble  works 
in  Xew  York  City.  Here  in  this  new  field  he 
achieved  immediate  and  increasing  success,  until 
to-day  these  works,  under  the  name  of  Batterson 
&  Eisele,  are  without  question  the  largest  and  best- 
equipped  in  the  country,  furnishing  employment 
for  from  500  to  600  men.  As  examples  of  this 
firm's  work  may  be  mentioned  among  pub- 
lic buildings  the  marble  interiors  of  the  Equita- 
ble building,  the  ^^lanhattan  Bank  building  and 
the  r^Iutual  Life  building  in  X'ew  York,  the 
City  Hall  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  the  Congres- 
sional Library  Building  in  \\'ashington.  D.  C. 
Among  the  many  hotels,  noted  for  their  magnificent 
marble  and  ornamental  stone  interiors,  which  'Mr. 
Batterson  and  his  company  have  furnished,  are  the 
"Waldorf-Astoria"  and  the  "Imperial,"  X'ew  York 
I  City,  while  representative  among  the  private  dwell- 
I  ings  of  the  "mansion"  type  are  the  Cornelius  A'an- 
derbilt  residence.  Fifth  avenue,  Xew  York.  "The 
Marble  House"  Iniilt  for  ^^^  K.  A'anderbilt,  at  X'ew- 
port,  R.  I.,  and  "Biltmore,"  at  Asheville,  X.  C.  for 
Gecge  A'anderbilt. 

But  as  though  laurel-crowned  efforts  in  two 
great  lines  of  industry  were  not  enough,  it  remained 
for  Mr.  Batterson  to  originate  and  organize  a  new 
kind  of  business,  in  which  he  has  achieved  even 
greater  success  than  in  the  other  two;  for  here  he 
blazed  a  path  where  none  had  gone  before,  and  set 
a  pace  which  tired  and  made  early  rivals  drop  out  of 
the  race,  and  gave  later  competitors  a  hopeless  task 
to  overcome  his  lead.  While  traveling  through  Eng- 
land in  1863  Mr.  Batterson's  attention  was  attracted 
to  the  system  of  insurance  by  tickets  against  acci- 
dents occurring  on  railroads,  then  just  coming  into 
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voiiuc  there.  Soimi  ;iftcr  his  roiurii  he  siieceCilctl  in 
IKTsmihni:  a  lew  ihirttDi'd  ,t;ciulenien  oi  mean>  lo 
\:omI)iiie  witli  liim  in  the  lurniati! ui  vi  an  accident 
insurance  company.  A  charter  wa.s  secured  from 
the  L.e!.;i>lature.  w  liich  w  as  anieiuk\l  in  i8(>4  to  in- 
clude all  kinds  of  accident  insurance,  and  tlic  new 
company  was  launched  on  an  unknown  .--ea.  witli 
no  compass  to  steer  hy,  hin  with  hrains  and  encp^v 
at  the  hehn.  Two  year^  saw  the  l)nsiness  increase, 
-and  in  i8'i''>  a  further  ,i;rant  was  .sccm-ecL  permitting- 
the  transaction  of  a  genera!  hfe  insurance  liusiness. 

The  early  years  were  hcset  witli  the  fiercest 
Ivind  of  competition,  accick^nt  companies  sprini^ing- 
{ip  like  nuishrooms  in  tlie  niu;ln.  and  in  manv  cases 
having  about  the  leni;th  of  life  of  these  fungi.  Rail- 
roads ejected  The  Travelers  to  make  wav  fcir  their 
own  companies,  and  then  retired  these  in  turn  when 
they  had  n:et  with  sufficient  reverses.  Seventy  ac- 
cident companies  were  Ixirn  within  two  years,  none 
of  whicii  now  survive.  Finally,  from  this  chaotic 
condition  of  things,  was  evolved  The  Railwav  Pas- 
sengers Assurance  C<^.,  oeing  a  consolidation  of  the 
ticket  interests  of  all  the  larger  accident  companies 
then  existing.  After  a  few  years  of  successful 
struggle  this  was  re-insured  bv  The  Travelers  as 
sole  legatee,  and  is  now  represented  in  its  Ticket 
Depa'tment. 

The  first  premium  received  by  The  Travelers 
\vas  two  cents,  representing  the  charge  for  insur- 
ing a  Hartford  banker  on  his  journev  home  from 
the  Post  Ofiice.  A  recent  preminn.i  in  the  Life  De- 
partment exceeded  850,000.  and  a  still  further  ex- 
ample of  the  growth  during  tliese  thirty-eight  years 
is  in  the  receipt  of  applications  for  8300,000  on  a 
■single  life,  where  originallv  but  $10,000  would  be 
considered.  But  the  career  of  The  Travelers  In- 
surance Co.  is  current  historv,  well  known,  and 
needs  no  exploiting.  Under  !Mr.  Batterson's  guid- 
ance it  has  grown  from  nothing  to  a  company  with 
over  $30,000,000  assets,  and  a  surplus  security  to 
policy  holders  of  $4,500,000.  The  capital  stock  has 
"been  increased  from  $250,000  to  $1,000,000,  and 
during  these  years  over  S42.000.000  has  been  re- 
turned to  policy  holders,  doing  an  inestimable 
amount  of  good.  The  same  energetic  but  conser- 
vativ'e  man  is  at  the  head  now  as  in  the  beginning, 
and,  besides  making  it  the  largest  accident  insur- 
ance companv  in  the  world,  he  has  brought  it  to  a 
"high  rank  with  the  leaders  in  the  life  field.  Justly 
termed  the  "Father  of  Accident  Insurance  in  Amer- 
ica," Mr.  Batterson  mav  also  rightlv  claim  the  title 
of  "Father  of  all  Accident  Insurance,""  for  the  Eng- 
lish idea  was  merelv  the  suggestion  which  started 
him  thinking,  but  the  product  of  that  thought  in 
Tio  way  resembles  the  cause.  For  Yankee  inge- 
nuity and  persistence  devised,  enlarged  and  con- 
structed until  Old  England  was  forced  to  come  to 
New  England  to  learn  aljout  accident  insurance. 

Having  organized  and  developed  three  great 
companies,  of  each  of  which  he  has  been  president 
since  the  beginning,  and  whose  careers  have  been 
prosecuted  side  by  side,  simultaneously  by  this  mas- 


j  ter  mind  until  each  has  achieved  an  extraofdinarv 
I  degree  of  success,  it  would  seem  that  this  man  of 
j  granites,  of  marl)les,  and  of  insurances  were  solelv 
1  a  man  of  business.    lUit  lo  I  we  have  also  a  man  of 
I  sci.-nce.  of  art,  of  literature,  and  of  public  works, 
'  for  the  many  other  sides  are  all  fully  developed  in 
:  I'roiiortion.    A  student  from  bo_\hood.  he  has  be- 
1  come  a  scholar  among  men.  Inu  is  ahvavs  the  stud- 
:  ent.  hy  which  one  recognizes  the  scholar, 
j        One  year's  study  of  law  furnished  the  foundation 
I  on  which  he  has  builded  all  these  vears  by  reading 
I  and  experience,  until  to-day  he  possesses  a  judicial 
j  mind  of  rare  balance,  and,  although  never  admitted 
I  to  in-actice  at  the  bar,  lie  knows  the  law  tlioroughly, 
I  and  his  o])inion  on  all  practical  questions  carries, 
!  great  weight,  in  no  sense  pugnacious.  ]Mr.  Batterson 
I  has  the  accurate  and  just  powers  of  discrimination 
I  which  enable  him  to  fullv  determine  the  right  or 
j  wrong  of  an  issue  at  the  start,  and  once  convinced 
i  he  has  a  tenacitv  of  purpose,  backed  bv  the  strength 
!  of  unfaltering  ce^nvictions,  which  often  carrv  him 
I  to  the  Court  of  Last  Resort  before  he  obtains  final 
I  justification  or  technical  defeat. 
I       Another  of  his  early  studies  which  has  been  of 
i  great  service  is  that  of  geologv,  which  he  took  up 
I  when  a  mere  lad  at  the  instigation  of  Prof.  J.  G. 
Percival,  the  poet-geologist  of    Connecticut,  for 
whom  he  acted  as  guide  during  a  part  of  the  first 
geological  survey  of  the  State.    This  subject,  to- 
gether with  mineralogv  and  engineering,  as  applied 
to  his  own  industries,  has  commanded  a  large  share 
of  his  attention.    On  the  knowdedge  gained  thereby 
depends  to  a  certain  degree  his  success  as  a  builder, 
for  he  knows  not  onlv  how  best  to  get  the  material 
j  into  place,  but  also  all  the  qualities  and  characteris- 
I  tics  of  the  material  itself,  giving  him  an  immense  ad- 
vantage over  the  man  bred  as  a  builder  solely  from 
the  mechanical  standpoint.  The  winter  of  185S-59 
Mr.  Batterson  spent  in  Egypt  with  Brunei,  the  well- 
i  known  engineer.    The  geological  studv  of  the  Xilc 
I  A'alley,  with  particular  attention  to  the  unsolved 
problems  in  engineering  for  which  Egypt  is  noted, 
became  verv  interesting  in  such  companv.    In  turn 
the  pyramids,  the  great  ruins  at  Thebes,  Karnak  and 
I  elsewhere,  the  tombs,  catacombs,  obelisks,  etc.,  w^re 
I  all  studied  with  profitable  results.    Aside  from  the 
!  impetus  given  the  engineering  instincts  under  such 
unusual  conditions,  Egypt  herself  became  a  sub- 
i  iect  of  engrossing  interest  to  Mr.  Batterson,  which 
has  increased  as  the  years  of  study  have  deepened 
I  his  knowledge,  until  to-flav  he  stands  among  the 
I  foremost  authorities  on  Egyptology,  and  is  an  Hon- 
i  orarv  Secretar\-  of  the  Egypt  Exploration  Fund, 
j       Returning  to  the  south  of  luirope.  a  geolog- 
I  ical  studv  of  the  Mediterranean  basin  added  nuich 
])ractical  information  in  this  line  of  research,  and 
subsequent  study  and   investigation  on  his  many 
travels  at  home  and  abroad  have  given  him  a  thor- 
ough general  and  technical  know  ledge  of  the  sub- 
icct  that  has  been  an  undoubted  factor  in  his  success. 
At  his  home  in  Hartford  is  a  collection  of  choice 
nnnerals,  geokjgical   specimens  and   cinios,  gath- 
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ert'd  in  l1i^  j>crej;rinations  from  Norway  to  the  Nile, 
carefully  classihod  and  arranj^ed.  to  each  of  which 
is  attached  a  concise  and  interesting:^  story  of  its 
discovery  atid  locus.  The  wliole  has  a  high  value 
apart  from  its  ahsorbing  interest.  From  geology 
to  astronomy  i>  a  natural  step,  and  he  has  delved 
deep  into  the  hidden  mysteries  of  the  latter  and  its 
kindred  sciences. 

Art  is  another  subject  which  has  ahvavs  appealed 
greatlv  to  Mr.  Patterson's  natural  tastes,  and  has 
been  fostered  both  b\-  his  interest  as  a  student  and 
as  a  patron.  His  first  trip  abroad  was  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  certain  philanlhropically  inclined  men, 
for  whom  he  gathered  and  brought  home  the  works 
ill  various  stages  of  completion  of  his  promising 
young  friend  llartholoniew,  tlie  sculptor,  who  died 
at  Rome.  Having  erected  a  monument  over  the 
grave  of  the  deceased,  near  the  historic  tomb  of  \'ir- 
gil,  Mr.  Batterson  delayed  his  relurii  several 
months  that  he  might  study  the  paintings,  sculp- 
tures and  language  of  Italy.  As  the  direct  result 
of  this  trip  the  masterpieces  of  Bartholomew  {who 
in  sculpture,  with  the  late  Frederic  Church  in 
painting,  placed  Hartford's  name  to  the  fore  as  a 
progenitor  of  art  )  are  now  among  the  treasured 
possessions  of  the  Museum  at  Philadelphia,  and  the 
Wadsworth  Atlieneum  at  Hartford.  But  a  result 
no  less  far-reaching  in  its  influence  was  the  foster- 
ing and  training  of  the  artistic  temperament,  in  its 
early  impressionable  stage,  of  the  agent  who  exe-' 
cuted  this  commission,  and  the  few  bits  in  oil  picked 
up  on  that  occasion  formed  the  nucleus  of  a  collec- 
tion of  rare  paintings  wdiich  now  has  a  Xational 
reputation.  In  a  large  gallery  connected  with  his 
residence,  constructed  from  original  design,  with 
special  attention  to  light  and  wall-surface,  hang  a 
valuable  collection  of  canvases  covering  a  remark- 
able range  of  subjects  and  schools — including  the 
Italian.  Dutch,  Flemish,  Dusseldorf,  French,  English 
and  Belgian.  The  \\'adsworth  Atheneuni  in  Hart- 
ford has  quite  a  number  of  paintings  from  Mr.  Bat- 
terson's  collection.  Travel  and  study  have  added 
to  his  reputation  as  a  connoisseur  the  discrimina- 
tion and  artistic  taste  of  the  critic,  and  the  value 
of  his  opinion  on  a  canvas  is  imquestioned. 

But  yet  another  accomplishment  of  this  many- 
sided  man  is  his  marked  ability  as  a  linguist.  Here 
we  have  two  almost  incompatible  qualities,  for  we 
find,  in  the  natural  mathematician  who  laid  the  foun- 
dations and  shaped  the  career  of  a  great  insurance 
company,  a  rare  knowledge  and  command  not  only 
of  his  own  language,  but  of  the  ancient  classics  and 
modern  foreign  tongues  as  well.  This  is  a  remark- 
able characteristic,  for  Greek  verbs  have  not  as  a 
rule  a  fondness  for  the  values  of  x  and  y  in  the  same 
brain.  A  life-studv  of  Greek  and  Latin  has  made 
him  one  of  the  devoted  scholars  of  the  day  in  these 
classics,  and  for  twenty  years  a  member  of  the 
Greek  Club  of  Xew  York.  A  natural  ]:)Iiilologist, 
his  love  for  the  comiiarative  lias  developed  in  Mr. 
Batterson  more  than  a  superficial  knowledge  of  the 
modern  languages  of  Europe. 


I  Sociology  and  economics  have  also  received  a 
!  great  deal  rii  attention,  ]xirticularlv  the  relations  .•: 
j  capital  and  labor.  Man\-  trip^^  abri^ad  and  much 
i  travel  at  home  h.ave  stinuiiated  the  study  of  general 
i  history,  both  in  its  local  colorings  and  in  relative 
j  effects.  Modern  English.  I'rencli  and  American 
j  literature  have  been  read  and  studied,  and  Mr.  Bat- 
I  terson's  library  (one  of  the  finest  in  the  State)  is 
;  especially  rich  in  works  of  this  class,  as  well  as  in 
I  the  heavier  tomes  of  text  and  reference.  The  whole 
atmosphere  of  library  ami  den  'ureatlies  the  scholar 
I  and  student  of  uiuisual  range  of  thmight.  Xor  have 
j  contemporaneous  writings  been  neglected,  so  that 
j  he  is  fully  informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day,  and 'is 
in  touch  with  its  most  advanced  thought. 

With  his  brain  a  vast  storehouse  of  knowledge, 
j  and  an  intellect  fiexible  and  adaptable,  but  with  great 
powers  of  concentration  and  expression,  it  is  little 
wonder  that  Mr.  Batterson  has  earned  fame  as  a 
I  writer,  which  would  overshadow  all  his  otlier 
I  achievements  were  he  to  devote  himself  to  it.  A 
I  lifetime  of  reading  and  stutly  has  prepared  him  to 
!  write  exhatistively  upon  almost  any  subject.  In 
I  style  strong  and  vigorous,  every  sentence  concise 
!  and  carrying  some  new  thought,  expression  direct 
i  and  with  but  little  of  the  qualifying,  the  tracings 
I  from  this  pen  have  an  individual  flavor  charact^r- 
!  istic  of  tlie  man  which  greatlv  enhances  their  in- 
}  trinsic  value.  His  many  short  contributions  on  the 
I  subject  of  capital  and  labor  have  always  commanded 
I  attention,  and  the  mastery  in  handline  this  complex 
I  question  has  won  the  respect  of  both  sides  by  its 
I  fairness.  Several  brochures  on  taxation  have  served 
j  to  set  lawmakers  to  thinking,  and  in  some  cases 
\  have  had  a  direct  efl.'ect  in  the  results.  His  transla- 
i  tions  from  the  Iliad  have  special  value  in  smoothness 
;  and  beauty  of  expression,  while  maintaining  the 
'  heroic  meter  and  literal  meaning-  of  the  original. 
;  Monetary  questions  have  been  discussed  from  time 
to  time,  and  in  iSg6  yir.  Batterson  wrote  his  book 
!  on  "Gold  and  Silver."  which  was  at  once  recognized 
I  by  leading  authorities  as  the  best  concise  treatment 
I  of  the  subject  ever  written.  The  demand  was  im- 
I  mediate,  and  called  for  the  printing  of  large  edi- 
I  tions.  which  were  used  extensively  in  the  sounri 
money  campaign  of  that  election.  Tlie  majority  of 
I  Mr.  Batterson's  writings  have  appeared  in  his  coni- 
:  pany  paper.  The  Travelers  Record,  whose  files  are 
I  rich  in  contributions  on  questions  of  the  day  and  in- 
j  surance  economics.  A  number  of  poems  attest  to 
!  liis  versatility  as  a  writer,  ranging  from  the  dccp- 
I  est  scientific  subjects,  treated  in  heavv  technical 
I  prose,  to  the  light  airy  verse,  evenly  balanced  and 
i  musical.  Among  the  latter  may  be  mentioned  "Tlie 
i  Death  of  the  Bison."  "The  Trvsting  Place."  and 
"Lauda  Sion,"  translated  from  the  Medi;cyal  Latin 
of  St.  Thomas  .\quinas. 

rUit  a  wr,rk  (unw  in  press)  w  hich  will  live  long 
to  redounrl  to  the  fame  of  its  author  is  a  jxuMii  in 
blank  verse  on  the  '"Creation."  P>esides  a  remark- 
able display  of  knowledge  in  geology,  astronomy, 
evolution,  dynamics  and  the  associated  sciences,  it 
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coiUains  genus  of  thought  far  in  advance  of  tlic  age. 
Expressed  now  with  suiierlative  force  and  viriHtv, 
and  again  in  the  soft  accents  of  simple  description, 
the  coloring  of  each  passage  varies  that  it  niav  har- 
monize with  its  text.  But  the  rhythnnc  swing  of 
the  verse  is  never  lost  to  sight,  and  the  whole  is 
rounded  and  finished  with  a  smoothness  and  polish 
that  makes  it  of  the  highest  order  of  literarv  merit. 
Add  to  this  his  masterly  treatment  of  the  suhjcct 
and  the  ix)eni  will  not  onl\-  attract  the  liitcratcur, 
but  the  studeiu  in  science  and  philoso])hv.  Both 
Yale  and  Williams  have  recognized  Mr.  Batterson's 
pre-eminence  as  a  man  of  letters  and  conferred  upon 
liim  the  honorary  degree  ol  ^I.  A. 

In  personal  appearance  Mr.  Batterson  is  a  man 
of  large  frame,  strong,  robust,  naturallv  dignified 
and  of  commanding  presence.  \\'ith  a  wonderful 
constitution,  a  lifetime  of  unceasing  labor,  during 
vchich  he  has  accomplished  more  than  three  average 
men.  has  left  him  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  still 
strong  and  active.  Everv  week-day  finds  him  be- 
fore his  desk  at  The  Travelers,  directing  the  affairs 
of  this  immense  corporation,  and  often  entering 
into  the  minutest  details.  In  character  honest  and 
just  to  the  last  degree,  he  asks  nothing  which  is  not 
riglitfully  his,  and  takes  no  advantage  over  the 
weaker  because  of  his  superior  strength.  It  has 
been  said  that  '"the  busiest  man  has  the  most  leis- 
ure." and  this  is  true  of  ^Ir.  Batterson,  for  in  spite 
of  his  great  and  varied  interests  he  is  one  of  the 
most  accessible  of  men,  always  finding  time  to  listen 
to  anyone  whose  business  in  anv  way  warrants  it. 
Possessing  a  strong  personal  magnetism  and  a  gra- 
cious luanner.  he  puts  his  interviewer  completely  at 
ease,  seeming  to  know  how  to  meet  on  equal  foot- 
ing men  of  every  station. 

One  great  factor  in  his  success  has  been  the  abil- 
itv  to  whollv  concentrate  his  mind  on  the  matter  in 
hand,  disposing  of  it  quickly  without  loss  of  time 
in  reviewing  details  alreadv  covered.  This  is  only 
made  possible  bv  his  remarkable  memory,  and  abilitv 
to  grasp  whole  ideas  at  once.  But  more  than  all 
else  is  his  power  to  find  recreation  in  reading  and 
sttidy,  and  after  a  particularly  hard  and  trying  day 
at  the  office  he  mav  be  found  in  his  den,  "resting'' 
until  the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  with  a  volume 
of  Homer  or  Horace,  of  Spenser  or  Haeckel,  before 
him.  V\'ith  his  omnivorous  intellect  and  great  as- 
similative qualities,  sixtv  years  of  such  evenings 
have  given  him  his  wonderful  store  of  knowledge, 
always  available  on  almost  everv  subject.  He  is 
the  true  tvpe  of  tlie  self-made  man  who  has  taken 
pride  and  pains  in  that  making. 

In  religion  Mr.  Batterson  is  a  Baptist,  and  his 
always  been  a  regular  attendant  and  active  sup- 
porter of  his  church.  The  Bible  has  been  a  study 
of  great  interest  to  him,  and  his  pb.ilological  ten- 
dencies have  been  of  very  material  aid  in  following 
the  higher  criticisms. 

Politically  Mr.  Batterson  is  a  Republican,  having 
?ssi?ted  in  itounding  this  great  party.  When  the 
Civil  war  brok^  cut  he  withstood  the  temptation  to 


take  the  field  with  the  promise  of  rapid  proir,.>tiMn 
lieKl  out  to  him,  deciding  to-do  Iris  dut\-  where 
it  seemed  to  lie.  in  the  direction  of  affairs  at  home. 
As  a  result  to-day  he  wears  no  Grant!  .\rmv  l^utton, 
Ivjars  not  the  title  of  colcMiel  or  general,  but  no  man 
in  battle  ever  did  more  for  his  country  than  this 
plain  citizen  of  ConnecticiU.  All  through  the  war, 
as  chairman  of  the  State  Central  Committee  of  his 
party  and  chairman  of  the  War  Committee,  he  was 
indefatigable  in  his  endeavors  to  further  the  pnlilic 
interests,  managing  events  with  a  judgment  and 
tact  that  dis]>e]led  jealousies  and  j^romoted  har- 
mony. Although  Connecticut  sent  nearlv  55.000 
troops  to  war,  or  over  6,000  more  than  her  quota, 
no  less  an  atithority  than  Api)leton  ("66)  says  polit- 
ically she  was  regarded  all  through  that  crucial  time 
in  our  history  as  a  doul)tful  State.  Those  were 
days  when  Mr.  Batterson  was  here,  there,  and  every- 
where, organizing  and  directing,  consulting  with 
his  leaders  in  the  various  districts,  exhorting,  en- 
couraging, and  now  and  then  answering  calls  to 
Washington  for  consultation  with  .National  heads, 
his  advice  being  sought  even  bv  President  Lincoln 
regarding  matters  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion. 

Bv  sheer  hard  work  and  jiersonal  influence,  felt 
to  the  corners  of  the  State,  Mr.  Batterson  managed 
to  poll  2,405  majority  for  Lincoln  in  1864  out  of  a 
total  vote  exceecling  87,000,  one  of  the  largest  ever 
cast  in  its  history.  In   1866.  when  the  difterences 
between  President  Johnson  and  Congress  over  the 
reconstruction  of  the   South  became  the  election 
issues  with  the  two  parties  in  Connecticut,  and  the 
eves  of  the  Xation  were  ttirned  toward  that  little 
State,  General  Hawley,  the  P^ederal  candidate,  was 
elected  governor  by  only  541  majority.  Although 
Tkickingham  was  re-elected  governor  each  }-ear  dur- 
ing the  war,  it  was  only  with  siuall  majorities,  and 
Republican  Congressmen  were  returned  by  margins 
of  a  few  hundred  only.  The  moral  effect  of  the  elec- 
tion of  an  anti-adniinistration  government  by  loyal 
old  Connecticut,  one  of  the  thirteen  original  States, 
can  scarcelv  l^e  imagined.    A  home  of  rebellion 
against  the  National  Constitution,  and  of  advocacy 
of  State  Rights  in  the  verv  heart  of  the  solid  Xorth, 
would  have  struck  terror  and  discouragement  into 
the  sorelv  tried  hearts  at  \\'ashington,  and  given  a 
new  impetus  to  the  eti'orts  of  the  South.  State 
1  sovereignty  was   the   issue   of   the  South:  .'^tate 
i  Rights  of  the  Democratic  partv  of  Connecticut, 
j       Mr.  Batterson  undoubtedly  saved  the  State  elec- 
j  ti'ins  through  this  trying  time,  for  a  man  less  strong 
i  than  he  in  control  of  the  Republican  party  woidd 
j  have  ensured    Democratic  success.     Tliis  mighty 
I  service  was  dulv  recognized  abroad  by  the  great  Xa- 
I  tional  leaders.  In  many  either  ways  he  rendered  un- 
1  told  service  from  t86i  to  18M5.  assisting  greatly  in 
i  tii:>   eidistment,  organization   and   mobilizatitMi  of 
troo])s.     In  relief  work.  too.  he  devoted  nutch  ti'.iie 
and  mcnev. 

Ever  since  its  formation  Mr.  P.atterson  h:i<  been 
very  active  in  working  for  the  interests  of  liis  party. 
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\\  itli  .1.  puwoi  fui  vuicr,  ready  w  it,  and  strong  argu- 
niciualivc  aliilily,  he  has  exerted  groat  ])()\\er  as  a 
political  speaker  aiul  debater.  JUit  with  all  his  serv- 
ice he  will  accept  no  rewartl  cr  iK'Htical  ])reterment, 
and  tile  man  wIk-  niiglit  have  ali;iined  to  the  highest 
State  and  \ational  honors  is  a  simple  citizen  of  his 
^  native  citv,  vicv.ing  politics  as  a  civic  dutv  only. 
This  fact  has  carried  umisual  inlhience  with  his 
jjart}-  leaders. 

in  the  old  town  meetings  of  Hartford,  now  done 
away  with,  Air.  Jnilterson  was  a  man  of  unnsnal 
intUience.  and  the  roonis  nsed  to  be  crowded  when 
it  was  known  that  his  views  on  a  snbject  would 
probably  call  for  a  debate.  \\'ith  hib  splendid  pres- 
ence, quick  wit,  at  times  keenly  sarcastic,  great  argu- 
mentative powers,  and  the  attribute  of  never  recog- 
nizing ilefeat,  he  was  more  than  a  match  for  a  score 
of  worthy  opponents,  and  the  finest  displays  of  for- 
ensic ability  ever  seen  in  the  State  took  place  when 
some  of  those  long  standin.g  contrntions  were  wres- 
tled with  in  the  open  arena  of  the  old  town  meet- 
ing.- As  a  lecturer,  also,  and  presiding  officer,  Air. 
Batterson  has  an  enviable  reputation,  and  has  been 
in  great  demand. 

A  long  life  with  its  varied  interests  has  given 
him  a  wicie  and  extensive  acquaintance  with  men  in 
public  life,  and  has  enabled  him  to  know  intimately 
and  number  amon<j  his  friends  those  in  its  highest 
walks  for  more  than  half  a  century.  From  humble 
circumstances  he  has  risen  to  be  a  man  of  large 
affairs  and  comfortable  estate. 

Although  in  no  sense  a  club  man,  the  following 
are  a  few  of  his  business  and  societv  connections: 
President  and  director  of  The  Travelers  Insurance 
Co.,  The  Xew  England  Granite  Works.  Ii!atterson 
&  Eisele,  Xew  York,  director  Hartford  Xational 
Bank,  Case,  Lockwood  &  Crainard  Co.,  vice-presi- 
dent V\'adsworth  Atheneum.  trustee  Brown  Univer- 
sity, member  Colonial  Clulj,  Connecticut  Society 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  American  Statis- 
tical Association,  Societv  of  Biblical  Literature  & 
Exegesis,  Hartford  Scientific  Societv,  Connecticut 
Horticultural  Societv,  Xew  England  Society  of 
■  X^ew  York,  American  Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Science,  Yale  Alunmi  Association, 
Hartford  Board  of  Trade,  for  thirty  years  Fello^v 
American  Societv  Civil  Engineers,  etc. 

In  1 85 1  Mr.  Batterson  married  Eunice  E.  Good- 
Avin,  and  for  forty-six  years  lived  in  the  enjoyment 
of  domestic  happiness  that  comes  to  but  few  people. 
In  1897  !Mrs.  Batterson  died,  leaving,  besides  her 
husband,  two  children  surviving — Mary  E.,  wife  of 
Charles  Coffing  Beach,  ]\I.  D.,  of  Hartford;  and 
James  G..  Jr.,  who  resides  in  Xew  York,  as  manager 
of  the  business  of  The  Travelers  Insurance  Co., 
in  that  city. — E,  D.  C,  1901. 

FRAXCIS  M.  BUXCE,  Rear  Admiral  U.  S. 
X'avy :  a  native  of  Hartford,  Conn. ;  was  born 
Dec.  25.  1836;  is  a  son  of  James  M.  and  l^Tances 
A.  (Brace)  Bunce.  Appointed  Acting  Midship- 
man, May  28,  1852;  graduated  Xaval  Academy  and 


1  warranted  Midsliipnian,  June  10,  185,7;  ''German- 
:  t(nvn,"  F.ast  India  S(iuadron,  1857-^)0.    Passed  Mid- 
slupiiion ,  June  25,  i8'f)0;  "  r.i  iKiklyn."  Gulf  Squavl- 
ron,  eiiL^aged  in  Chri<|ni  Survey.    Master,  Oct.  24, 
1800;  ".Macedtinian,'"  Gulf  Squadron,  Jan.  7,  1802. 
,  (."I'Uimissioned  LievJoiant  from  Ajiril  11,  iS6i  ;  Ex- 
ecutive-Officer of  ■■i'enobscot."'  1862;  in  that  vessel 
took  part  in  engagement  with  Rebel  batteries  at 
!  Yorktown,  \"a. ;  was  assigned  to  temporarv  duty 
:  with  the  army,  and  had  charge  of  the  disembarka- 
:  tion  of  the  heavv  artillerv  and  mortars  for  use  in 
the  batteries  at  the  investment  of  that  place  bv  Gcn- 
'  oral  ]\IcClellan.  April,  1862;  rejoined  "Penobscot," 
blockading  off  Wilmington,  X.  C,  and  took  part  in 
;  several  skirmishes  with  Fort  Fisher  and  batteries 
\  about  Fort  Caswell ;  commanded  a  successful  Vioat 
'  expedition  up  Little  river,  between  Xorth  and  South 
I  Carolina,  destrL\ving  several  schooners  and  large 
;  quantities  of  cotton,  turpentine  and  resin,  together 
i  w"ith  extensive  salt  works  ;  on  capture  of  "Robert 
I  Bruce"  by  "Penobscot,"  was  placed  in  charge  of 
i  iier  as  Prize-Master,  and  brought  her  to  X'ew  York, 
i  X'ov.  I,  1862;  detached  from  "Penobscot"'  and  or- 
\  dcred  as  Executive  of  "Pawnee,"  reiitting  at  Phil- 
adelphia ;  served  in  her  in  South  Atlantic  Blockad- 
;  ing  Squadron  Station,  Stono  River.  S.  C.  Commis- 
:  sioned  Lieutenant  Conunander.  Jan.  16,  1863;  dur- 
'  ing  winter  of  1863  sounded  out  and  buoyed  and  re- 
moved obstructions  from    interior   channels  from 
1  Stono  River,  S.  C,  to  ^Morris  Island  ;  acting  as  aid 
j  to  General  Gilmore,  had  charge  of  the  embarka- 
;  tion  and  transportation  of  Gen.  George  C.  Strong's 
,  brigade,  five  regiments,  through  these  channels  to 
Morris  Island,  and  commanded  the  naval  part  of 
:  this  attack,  July  10,  1863,  resulting  in  the  capture 
:  of  [Morris  Island  to  Fort  ^Vagner:  conduct  in  this 
:  afifair  honorablv  mentioned,  report  of  Commander 
G.  B.  Balch  and  letter  of  Admiral  Dahlgren,  to 
Xavv  Department ;  detached  from  "Pawnee"  and  or- 
,  dered  to  monitor  "Patapsco:"  took  part  in  that 
i  monitor  in  all  the  actions  in  which  she  was  engaged 
:  during  siege  of  Charleston  ;  also  in  night  boat  at- 
;  tack  on  Fort  Sumter,  Commander  T.  H.  Stevens; 
received  honorable  mention  for  conduct  in  that  ol- 
ticer's  report  of  same  ;  wounded  by  premature  ex- 
,  plosion  of  a  cartridge,  in  action,  Xovember,  1863  : 
i  detached  from  "Patapsco"  and  ordered  to  "Wabash" 
,  tor  recovery:  ordered  to  monitor  "'Kaatskill,"  tem- 
!  porary  duty,  Dec.  8.  1863:  returned  to  "Wabash," 
I  Jan.  7,  1864:  same  month  ortlered  to  temporary 
1  command  of  "  Weehawken ;"  detached  and  returned 
!  to  "Wabash,"  and  ordered  on  staff'  of  .-\dmiral  Dahl- 
I  gren,  was  given  charge  of  the  scouting  and  picket 
i  boats  of  the  squadron  before  Charleston,  until  or- 
dered to  command  monitor  "Lehigh."  April  6,  i8f)4: 
?ilav  14.  1864,  detached  from  South  .\tlantic  Blnck- 
ading  Scmadron.  and  ordered  Xorth:  monitor  "I'tic- 
tator,"  Commodore  John  Rodgers.  Sept.  26.  18^14: 
commanded  monitor  "Monadnock."  Sept.  5,  iS*^);: 
took  this  vessel  from  Philadeli)hia  to  San  I'ran- 
cisco,  Ca!  ,  the  first  extended  sea  voyage  ever  made 
l:y  a  monitor;  received  for  this  service  the  thanks 
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of  llio  Xavy  Dcixmnicnt.  ni><)n  rccoiuincndacioii  of  i 
Coiiiinodore  Jolin  Rodijcrs,  and  was  rcooninicinKd  | 
lor  i-v,'\vard  to  the  Prcsidont  by  the  Secretary  of  the  j 
Xavy;  I'oston  Navy  "^'ard,  iS66-u;  monitor  "Die-  i 
tator."  Ajiril,  ]8()g;  deiaeiied  l_)et.  4,  1809.  havinj;-  | 
Itttei!  lior  tor  sea  service;  cnninianded  "Xantasket,"  \ 
Xov.  12,  1S69,  stationed  at  St.  J3oniinpo;  detached  j 
July  20.  1S70;  special  ordnance  duty,  at  I'lttshurg, 
I'cnn.,  1871.   Co;uinissioned  Coinmai:dcr.  from  Xov. 
7,  1S71  ;  commanded  '■Asiuielot."  Asiatic  Station, 
iS>J2>  '>      tluty,  Xavy  Yard.  W'ashinqton.  June,  1S75  '■> 
detached,  on  Liq-ht-Housc  duly.  July  to  October. 
1875:  returned  to  duty.  X'avy  Yard.  W'ashing^ton ; 
during-  1877  attended  torpedo  instruction  at  Xew- 
port,  R.  I.;  Jan.  7,  1879,  to  July  29.  iSSi.  com- 
manded "Marion,"  Home  and  South  Atlantic  Squad- 
ron :  commanded  receiving-ship  "Wabash,"  Xavy 
Y'ard,  Boston.  1882-5.    Commissioned  Captain,  Jan. 
II,  18S3  ;  Senior  Member  of  Board  on  Timber  Pres- 
ervation for  X'aval  Purposes  :  commanded  ''Atlanta," 
June  I,  1886,  to  Dec.  i,  1SS9;  command  of  Naval 
Station,  New  London,  Feb.  12,  1S90.  Appointed 
by  the  President  as  president  of  a  commission  to 
select  a  suitable  site  for  a  dry  dock  on  the  shores 
o?'  the  Gulf  of  [Mexico,  or  waters  connected  there- 
with, Nov.  22,  1S90 ;  commission  reported  and  dis- 
solved, jMarch  9,  1891  ;  Senior  }^Iember  of  Board 
for  Examination  of  Master  Mechanics,  Foremen, 
etc.,  of  Navy  Yards,  April  17,  1891 ;  this  board 
later  ordered  to  report  on  Navy  \''ard  organization, 
the  employment  of  labor,  etc.,  dissolved  Feb.  4,  1892; 
June  30,  1891,  ordered  to  command  Naval  Train- 
ing   Station,    and    ship    "Richmond,"'  X'ewport, 
Rhode  Island. 

On  Aug.  20,  1S94,  he  was  relieved  from  the 
command  of  that  station  and  the  "Richmond,"'  and 
ordered  to  the  Navy  Department  at  ^^'ashington  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Inspection  and  Survey. 
Zvlarch  i,  1895,  commissioned  Co>iuiiodnrc :  [March 
23,  1895,  assigned  to  dutv  as  president  of  the  Naval  i 
Examining  and  Retiring  Boards  at  the  X'avv  De-  | 
partment,  Washington.  June  19.  1895.  Commodore  j 
Bunce  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  X'aval 
force  on  the  X'orth  Atlantic  Station,  and  ordered, 
June  27,  to  hoist  the  flag  of  Rear  Admiral,  and  to 
affix  that  title  to  his  official  signature.  The  U.  S. 
ship  "X'ew  York"  was  designated  as  his  flag-ship. 
He  received,  [March  5,  1897.  a  letter  from  Secretary 
of  the  X'^avv,  Herbert,  on  his  retirement  from  of- 
fice, expressinp-  his  official  and  personal  satisfac- 
tion with  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to  the 
Admiral  during  his  term  of  office.  [May  i,  1897, 
he  was  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  X''orth 
Atlantic  Station  and- ordered  to  command  the  New 
Y'ork  X'avv  Y''ard  and  Station.  Aug.  17,  1897.  or- 
dered senior  member  of  a  Board  to  report  on  the 
requirements  of  the  country  as  to  dry  docks,  and, 
on  Feb.  19.  1898.  was  commissioned  Rear  Admiral. 
J^ec.  25.  1808.  Admiral  Bunce  was  transferred  to 
the  retired  list  of  officers  of  the  U.  S.  X'avy  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  1444.  Re- 
vised Statute,  he  then  being  sixty-two  years  of  age 


and  the  senior  officer  on  tlie  active  list  of  thic  of- 
ficers of  the  Xavy.  He  continued  on  dutv  at  the 
Xew  York  Xavy  Yard  untU  relieved  Jan.  14,  1S99, 
wlien  he  received  from  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Xavy 
the  following  letter : 

Navv  Deiwrtment,  January 

M V  De.ar  Sir  : 

As  the  time  approaches  (of  your  retirement,  I  cannot 
let  the  occasion  pass  without  t-xprcssing  my  appreciation, 
not  only  of  the  long,  distinguished  and  useful  service  wliicli 
you  have  rendered  as  an  olricer  of  the  United  States  Navv, 
but  also  of  the  efficient  manner  in  which  you  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  very  responsible  post  \eiu  have 
held  as  commandant  of  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  dui  ins  the 
e.visting  demands  of  the  recent  war.  1  wish  to  say  this  lor 
the  De!)artment  and  (lersonally  for  myself,  anil,  also,  to  wisti 
you  many  happy  years  to  come,  feeling  sure  that  if  the  call 
of  your  government  should  come  at  any  time,  your  ripe 
experience  would  lie  at  its  service. 

\'ery  truly  yours. 

John  D.  L(  png, 

Secretary. 

On  June  20,  1899,  the  senate  and  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, Connecticut,  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution, of  which  an  engrossed  copy  was  sent  to  the 
Admiral : 

"The  country  has  been  deeply  indebted  to  Ad- 
miral Bunce  for  his  long  and  successful  service  in 
the  [>5avy  during  the  late  Civil  war.  He  had  as- 
tonished and  delighted,  not  only  the  X'aval  author- 
ities,of  the  world,  but  the  world  of  science  itself, 
by  his  courage  and  skill  in  successfully  navigating 
the  iron-clad  monitor  '^Vionadnock'  around  Cape 
Horn. 

"At  the  outbreak  of  the  recent  hostilities  with 
Spain  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  principal  coast 
defenses  of  the  country  and  of  its  largest  maritime 
interest  at  its  metropolis  port.  That  dutv  he  ful- 
filled with  the  wisdom  and  energy  which  have  char- 
acterized all  his  previous  history." 

On  [May  28,  1S64,  when  a  Lieutenant  com- 
mander. Rear  Admiral  Bunce  married  [Mary  Eliza 
Bull,  eldest  daughter  of  John  W.  Bull,  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

CHARLES  H.  BOLLES.  The  Bolles  familv. 
which  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  United  States, 
originated  in  England,  and  was  identified  from  an- 
cient times  with  Bolles  Hall.  Lincolnslure. 

Sir  John  Bolles  and  his  son  Sir  Charles,  of 
Bolles  Hall,  lived  and  died  in  London.  England, 
and  Joseph  Bolles,  a  son  of  the  latter,  was  born  in 
iCk)8.  and  came  to  America  at  an  early  date,  set- 
tling before  \<')40  in  [Maine.  John  Bolles.  the  great- 
great-grandfather  of  the  well-known  resident  rf 
Hartford  wlnse  name  heads  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  .August.  i'')77.  He  established  Baptist  Churches 
in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  atul  carri'-d  ■-'ii  :ui 
earnest  struggle  of  twenty  years  with  the  Connecti- 
cut Ceneral  .\s=cmblv  to  obtain  a  charter  for  the 
church  in  that  i^tate.  He  endured  great  persecu- 
tion, but  his  heroic  efiforls  resulted  in  much  good. 
Our  subiect  has  a  book  written  bv  him  in  175-i. 
which  shows  his  work,  and  sets  forth  his  arguments 
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ivj^iv.n^l  his  opiKmcnts  in  a  most  able  and  scholarlv 
stylo.  It  was  addressed  to  tiie  elders  and  members 
oi  the  ehureh  in  Coniieeticut.  and  to  the  General 
Court  of  that  Colony,  and  was  also  presented  to 
the  (General  Court  at  Ijoston,  Mav  2y.  1754. 

Enoch  15olles.  our  subject's  greai-L^randfathcr, 
died  Dec.  3,  iSoo. 

Deacon  John  IjoIIcs.  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent, was  born  in  New  London.  Conn..  h\-b.  3, 
1752,  and  lived  in  Hartford,  in  a  house  located  where 
the  Phelps  buildini:;-  now  stands.  For  nianv  vears 
he  was  successfully  eng-as:;-ed  in  mercantile  business 
in  Hartford,  and  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
First  fiaptist  Church,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of 
deacon.  He  died  -March  H),  1830.  in  Jlariford. 
His  first  wife,  L}  dia  Tabor,  who  died  June  19, 
1816,  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  our 
subject's  father  was  the  }  oungest.  The  second  wife 
was  Lydia  A.  Francis,  a  native  of  Xewinglon,  Conn. 
[See  Dr.  Trumbull's  memoirs  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Hartford.] 

Edward  Bolle.s,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Hartford  in  1797,  on  Xorth  !Main  street,  and 
becatne  the  leading-  wholesale  dry-goods  merchant 
of  that  city.  At  the  time  of  his  retirement,  in  1867, 
he  had  been  in  business  over  tifty  years,  with  Dea- 
con Albert  Day  as  his  partner.  He  was  noted  for 
his  sotmd  judgment,  being  one  of  tlie  best  buyers 
in  Xew  England,  and  by  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character  and  quiet,  unassuming  manners  lie  won 
a  host  of  friends.  He  contributed  liberally  to  the 
support  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Hartfiird.  in  which 
he  also  served  for  vears  as  clerk,  leader  of  the 
choir,  and  player  on  the  bass  violin.  He  died  in 
June.  1882.  In  i8rg  he  was  married,  at  Hartford, 
to  Abigail  Rand,  who  died  aged  sixty-two  years. 
She  was  born  in  South  Deerfield,  IMass.,  daughter 
of  Aaron  Rand,  a  farmer  in  the  latter  locality,  who 
spent  his  last  years  in  Hartford,  engaged  in  the 
bakery  business.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of 
nine  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity:  Ed- 
ward John,  Eliza  Jane,  Abigail  ^1..  Caroline  L., 
George  W.,  Lucius  S.,  Lydia  Ann,  William  C.  (who 
makes  his  home  in  Hartford)  and  Charles  H..  all 
deceased  except  the  two  youngest. 

Charles  H.  Bolles  was  born  Oct.  8,  1836,  on 
\'illae-e  street,  Hartford,  and  now  resides  at  No. 
471  Farmington  avenue.  Hartford.  After  receiv- 
ing a  common-school  education  he  learned  the 
jeweler's  trade,  which  he  followed  in  Virgmia  pre- 
vious to  the  Civil  war.  He  was  regarded  as  an 
expert  in  his  line,  and  continued  in  active  business 
imtil  his  retirement,  in  1S82.  in  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church, 
for  v,-hich  his  ancestors  made  so  many  sacrifices. 
In  1873  Mr.  Bolles  married  IVIiss  Harriet  Knox, 
who  was  born  in  Farmington,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Walter  Knox,  and  granddaughter  of  ^^'aUer  Knox, 
a  native  of  Hawick,  Ro.xburghshire,  southern  .'■^cot- 
land,  and  a  prominent  citizen  and  wealthy  land 
owner  of  that  section,  some  of  his  estate  having  been 
a  grant  from  the  King.    He  passed  his  life  in  Scot- 


land, dying  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Walter 
Knox,  Mrs.  Bolles"  father,  came  to  this  country  in 

,  1844,  and  is  now  living  in  the  West,  at  the  age  of 
^eighty-seven.  He  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  a  native 
of  his  own  birthplace,  who  died  aged  sixty-one 
Nxars.  Mrs.  Bolles'  parents  united  with  the  Pre>- 
I'jyterian  Church  many  years  ago.  and  their  children 
were  brought  up  in  that  faith.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  live  are  living:    Jessie,  IMrs.  Mc- 

I  Cliinock,  of  Xew  Britain;  Walter;  ^^rs.  Bolles; 
Aima,  wife  of  Dr.  Stark,  of  Dakota;  and  Louise, 
Mrs.  Hammersmith,  of  r\Iilwaukee. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bolles  have  had  four  children,  one 
of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Harrv,  a  graduate  of 
Williston  Seminary,  is  now  employed  in  Boston: 
Charles,  who  attended  Lehigh  Cniversity,  is  now 
connected  with  the  Chandler  Co.,  of  Ayer,  Mass.; 
and  Elsie  is  a  student  in  the  Hartford  Public  High 
School. 

THOMAS  OSTRO^r  EXDERS.  In  the  busi- 
ness circles  of  Hartford  no  man  stood  higher  than 
the  late  Thomas  Ostrom  Enders. 

Mr.  Enders  was  born  Sept.  21,  1832,  in  Glen, 
X.  Y..  a  son  of  Jacol)  John  and  Relief  (Ostrom) 
Enders,  natives  of  Xew  York  State.  His  father 
was  a  prominent  man.  a  merchant  and  farmer. 
7'homas  O.  was  educated  in  Glen,  and  began  work 
jn  the  fami  at  an  early  age,  continuing  until  sev- 
enteen, when  he  came  to  Connecticut  and  secured 
employment  in  a  factory  at  -Meriden.  He  also 
worked  for  a  time  as  a  dry-goods  clerk  in  Xew 
Haven,  and.  being  a  man  of  naturally  good  business 
abilitv,  he  met  with  considerable  sticcess.  Fie  be- 
came interested  in  the  insurance  business  through 
Curtis  L.  Xorth. ,  of  INIeriden,  Conn.,  the  first  agent 
of  the  ^*Etna  Life,  who  employed  him  as  a  solicitor. 
Three  vears  later  he  removed  to  Xew  York  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Avery  Sewing  Machine 
Co.  While  there  he  attracted  the  favorabie  atten- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  the  -FZtna  Life,  and  on  in- 
vitation he  came  to  Hartford  at  the  age  of  twent;,- 
two,  and  accepted  a  clerkship  in  that  ofiice.  Four 
vears  later  (1S5S)  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
company,  and  served  as  such  until  1872,  when  he 
became  president.    His  industry,  fidelity  to  duty, 

i  and  remarkable  aptitude  for  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, contributed  largely  toward  bringing  al>out  the 
great  success  of  the  companv.  In  building  up  its 
interests  he  sacrificed  his  health,  ancl  in  1879 
signed  his  position  of  jiresidcnt  and  rested  for  two 
vears.  although  he  continued  as  a  director  of  the 
companv.  He  took  the  presidency  of  the  United 
States  Bank  of  Hartford  Cthen  called  the  I'nitod 
States  Trust  Co.)  in  1881,  at  which  time  it  was 
suffering  from  old  losses,  and  the  stock  was  quoted 

I  at  eightv.  lie  remained  president  until  June  16, 
1891.  when  he  declined  re-election.  Under  the  pres- 
iclencv  of  Mr.  Enders  the  bank  advanced  rapidly, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  resignation  was  in  per- 
centage of  surplus,  value  of  shares,  and  ratio  of 
deposits  to  capital,  far  in  advance  of  the  other  banks 
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oi  the  cily.  Mr.  l.iulcrs  nunlc  his  Ipmc  in  W'ost 
liarttord.  aiii!  as  a  Rciniltlican  rcprcsentctl  that 
tnwii  in  the  (^icnoral  .\s-;cinhlv  durinq;  tlic  sessions  of 
and  i8yi,  :\u,\  sorwd  on  tlie  committees  on 
Appropriations  and  iianks,  respectively.  W  ithout 
the  aid  of  inflnence  <  >r  weaUh  lie  rose  to  a  leading 
jK>sition  among  the  ni.'>i  prominent  husiness  men  of 
the  countv.  In  atlditinn  to  his  connection  with  the 
-Etna  Life  and  the  United  Strites  Bank  he  wa'^  a 
ilirector  in  the  -luna  ]-'ire.  Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Inspection  &  Insurance  Co.,  Society  for  Savings, 
Dime  Savings  Bank.  Charter  Oak  Bank,  and  various 
o'.her  financial  institutions.  He  died  June  21,  1804, 
honored  and  respccied  Iiv  al!  wlr^  knew  him.  lie 
was  a  member  of  a  l^dge  of  the  .Masonic  Fraternity, 
ii*:  Hartford.  Mr.  Enders  was  a  man  of  w^^nderfid 
husiness  knowledge  and  a  courteous  gentleman,  a 
representative  financier. 

yir.  Enders  was  married  Dec.  29.  1858.  to  ?\Iiss 
Harriet  Adelaide  Jhiniham.  who  was  born  !March 
12,  1S35.  and  is  still  living,  and  who  is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Thomas  Burnham.  To  ^Ir.  and  ]\lrs. 
Enders  were  born  four  children,  of  whom  Harry 
and  Harriet  Burnham  are  deceastid.  The  others 
are : 

(1)  Thomas  B.  Exders.  D..  born  ^lay  14, 
1S65,  in  Hartford,  was  graduated  from  the  Hart- 
ford Public  Higii  School,  and  from  Yale  in  the 
class  of  "88.  He  studied  medicine  in  the  College 
of  Physicians  aiKl  Surgeons,  Xew  York  City,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1891.  Fol- 
lowing this  event  he  s))ent  two  vears  in  the  Surgical 
Division  of  Bellevue  Hospital.  He  then  was  en- 
.gagcd  for  one  year  in  private  practice  in  Xew  York, 
after  wh'ch  (in  1894)  he  returned  to  Hartford.  Dr. 
Enders  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Alumni 
of  Bellevue,  and  a  fellow  of  the  X'ew  York  State 
Society;  also  a  member  of  the  Hartford  City  and 
County  Medical  Societies.  Dr.  Enders  married 
Elizabetli  T.  Dalv.  of  Xew  York  Citv. 

(2)  JoHX  C)sTRovr  ExDFR.s,  born  Dec.  t,.  1869. 
ir-  Hartford,  was  educated  in  the  West  Hartford 
schools  and  Pliillip?  Exeter  .\cademy.  He  has  been 
connected  with  the  Unite<l  States  Bank  at  Hartford 
since  1888.  of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the  directors. 
He  is  also  a  director  of  the  .'"Etna  Life  Insurance 
Co.  In  1890  'Sir.  Enders  served  as  a  represcntati\  e 
from  West  Flartf'ird  in  the  General  Assemljly.  In 
1895  lie  married  Harriet  Whitmore,  and  they  have 
two  children,  John  Franklin  and  Harriet  Burnham. 

LEOXARD  D.VXIELS,  who  was  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  cit\-  of  Hartford  for  nearlv  seventy 
years,  was  born  March  i,  1803,  in  ^ledway,  ^vfass., 
and  died  in  Hartford  Jan.  18,  1892.  In  budd  he 
was  short,  strong  and  solid,  and  he  descended  from 
old  .\merican  st(x-k  that  originated  in  England.  Xo 
incidents  marked  his  IxDyhood  save  those  of  his 
school  days,  the  raising  of  crops  every  summer  on 
liis  father's  farm,  and  for  a  few  seasons  the  sale 
of  produce  in  the  winter  time  in  Boston,  diu-ing 
all  of  which  time  he  learned  what  t!ic  gr.miniar 


■  schc>ols  h.id  io  teach  him,  bcx-ame  a  strong,  vigorous 
young  man,  and  gained  some  act[uanitance  witli  the 
principles  of  mercantile  pm-suits.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  he  removed  to  Hartford.  Conn.,  arriv- 
ing Xov.  16,  1826.  and  there  found  employnient 
for  a  time  in  the  sawmill  of  Ward  &  Bartholomew, 

•  on  Sheldon,  street.  W  hen  a  little  later  he  entered 
\  the  service  of  Humphrev  cS:  Xichols,  in  their  grist- 
mill on  the  north  side  of  Little  river,  on  \\  ells 
,  street,  he  found  the  calling  which  pleased  him,  and 
;  thereafter  he  devoted  his  life  to  it. 

About  1830  Mr.  Daniels  bought  a  small  flour- 
mill,  formerly  owned  _  by  Burt  &    Stanley.  Mr. 
Stanley  having  given  his  property  to  the  South 
;  Church,  ?\Ir.  Daniels  brought  a  lawsuit  to  compel 
the  trustees  to  sell  the  property,  and,  winning  the 
case,  bought  the  mill,  and  went  into  business  on 
his  own  account.    This  was  the  only  lawsuit  in 
I  which  he  was  ever  engaged.    In  1S53  he  built  a 
]  new  mill  on  the   south  side  of   Little  river,  just 
above  the  stone  bridge,  and  began  business  there  in 
:  '855-     One  secret  of  his  great  success  was  his 
j  promptitude  in  all  business  transactions.  Another 
'  was  his  clear  and  soimd  mind,  careful  reflection, 
I  and  close  and  careful  personal  attention  to  every 
detail.   As  years  rolled  on,  a  grow  ing  business  com- 
pelled him  repeatedly  to  enlarge  the  brick  building, 
known  as  Daniels'  Mill,  and  the  surplus  means 
^  which  its  operation  brought  liim  graduallv  grew  into 
i  a  large  fortune.    After  his  death  the  business  was 
left  to  his  nephew.  Leonard  C.  Daniels,  and  grand- 
son. Leonard  D.  Eisk. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  a  man  of  very  strong  individu- 
ality. His  face  expressed  energv  and  determina- 
'  tion.  The  vigorous  healtli  wdiich  originated  in  a 
wholesome  boyhood  never  left  him.  and  was  pre- 
served not  only  by  active  labor  in  his  bu-iness,  but 
by  pedestrianism.  of  which  he  was  fond.  He  had 
never  been  ill  except  when  attacked  with  measles, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-seven,  and,  like  most  m.en  so 
favored,  abhorred  the  notion  of  taking  medicine. 

■  His  eyesight  became  impaired,  however,  in  his  later 
'  years,  and  he  was  blind  for  tlie  last  eight  vears 

of  his  life.  Three  operations  were  performed,  but 
they  did  not  restore  his  sight.  A  remarkable  trait 
was  his  conciseness  of  speech.  He  was  not  a 
misanthrope,  and  certainly  not  an  ignorant  man, 
nor  was  lie  averse  to  pleasant  conversation  with 
;  intimate  friends,  but  he  had  the  reticence  char- 
acteristic of  Gen.  Grant,  and,  with  the  energ\-  and 
!  a  little  of  the  impatience  of  a  born  business  man. 

loved  to  dispose  of  an  argument,  a  proposition  or  a 
I  qitestion,  in  a  terse  expression,  limited  sometimes 
to  two  or  three  wor^ls.    His  honestv  was  proverbial. 
I'.ven  during  the  [jeriod  when  Connecticut  was  ovcr- 
'  whelminglv  Repuhlican.  Mr.  Daniels   adhered  in- 
i  flexibly  to  his  own  (irinciples,  anrl  was  known  as 
j  an  uncompromising  Democrat  of  the  old  Jefi'ersonian 
I  staiTip.  and  not  by  any  means  a  i>assivc  upholder 
j  of  his  part\'  either,  bec  ui-^e  he  \-  )ted  at  every  election. 
I        Mr.  ]")aniels  was  thrice  married,  and  one  daugh- 
ter, the  wife  of  Augustus  L.  Ellis,  survivetl  him. 
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The  busip.css  foiiiKkHl  by  the  laic  ^Ir.  Daniels 
has  been  continued  under  the  name  of  the  Daniels 
Mill  Co.  by  the  trrandson,  Leonard  D.  Fisk,  and  the 
nephew,  Leonard  C.  JXainels,  previously  mentioned. 
'I'iie  business,  in  tiie  nature  v>l  things,  has  ciianged 
considerably  in  that  time,  but  has  continued  to  keep 
pace  with  the  pfnnvth  of  Jlartford,  and  in  addition 
to  tliis  a  large  w  holesale  trade  has  been  established, 
extending  over  Xew  England. 

Gl'Y  R(  >\VLA\D  PHELPS  (deceased  ),  for 
many  years  a  ])h.ysician  and  druggist  of  Sinisbury 
and  Hartford,  was  a  man  of  varied  attainments, 
and  prominently  identified  with  insurance  interests. 
Prior  to  the  reign  of  Edward  \'I  the  Phelps  family 
patronymic  was  s]:K'lled  Phcllyppes.  The  Doctor  be- 
longed to  the  (iuelph  family,  tracing  his  ancestry 
to  George  I,  of  England.  He  was  a  descendant 
in  the  seventh  generation  of  William  Phelps,  who 
was  b<Drn  at  Tewkesbury,  England,  in  1599,  emi- 
grated to  America  about  1630,  tirst  making  his 
home  at  Dorchester.  ]\lass.,  and  became  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1635.  From 
him  the  chain  of  descent  is  as  follows:  Joseph, 
born  in  England,  died  at  Simsbury  in  16S4;  Joseph 
(2),  born  Aug.  27.  1667;  David,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  militia,  born  Mav  7,  1710:  Major-Glen.  Xoah 
Phelps,  born  Jan.  22.  1740;  and  Col.  Xoah  A.,  the 
father  of  Guv  Rowland,  born  May  3.  1762. 

William  Phelps  was  a  member  of  the  first 
General  Court  held  in  Connecticut  in  1636,  and  a 
magistrate  from  1O3S  to  1642,  a  deputy  from  1645 
to  1649.  and  again  in  165 1  and  1657.  Joseph 
Phelps  ( I  )  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Sims- 
bury  in  1653.  and  the  progenitor  of  a  large  fam- 
ily. He  himself  was  a  man  of  great  personal 
courage,  of  strong  military  instincts,  and  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  the  numerous  conflicts  l)e- 
tween  the  settlers  and  the  Indians,  who  were  at 
that  tiriie  numerous,  and  whose  depredations  were 
a  constant  source  of  terror  to  the  whites.  Plis  de- 
scendants include  many  men  prominent  in  the  his- 
tory of  Simsbury  and  the  State,  both  during  and 
since  Colonial  days.  Not  a  iew  were  active  par- 
ticipants in  the  French  and  Indian  war  and  in  the 
struggle  for  American  independence.  Gen.  X'oah 
Phelps,  grandfather  of  Guy  Rowland,  was  one  of 
that  devoted  band  of  patriot  volunteers  which,  self- 
constituted  as  it  was,  followed  Ethan  Allen,  of 
deathless  fame,  in  his  assault  on  Fort  Ticonderoga, 
and  it  was  Gen.  (then  Capt.)  Phelps  who  obtained 
entrv  to  the  fort  in  disguise,  and  ascertained  the 
condition  and  strength  of  the  fortifications  and  gar- 
rison. He  reported  the  conditions  to  Ethan  Allen, 
and  the  same  nieht  the  fort  was  captured. 

Dr.  Guv  R.  Pheljis  was  lx)rn  at  Simsbur\-  .\pril 
I,  1802.  His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Charlotte 
Wilcox.  His  early  schooling  was  received  at  Sims- 
hury  and  Sufr.eld,  and  he  graduated  from  Yale  in 
1825.  He  was  a  close  student,  an  apt  and  facile 
learner,  and  qualified  himself  for  the  profession  of 
teacher  while  }et  a  mere  youth,  and  in  fact  suc- 


j  ccssiully  managed  an  exceedingly  disorderly  school, 
j  where  other — and  more  experienced — pedagogues 
j  had  tailed.  i-nr  several  wuiters  lie  tauglii  witli 
I  marked  success,  tlevoting  his  summers  to  tiie  study 
I  of  medicine,  for  which  profession  he  felt  a  strong 
I  vocation  early  in  youth.  His  first  medical  preceptor 
j  wa-  Dr;  Loggswell.  a  noted  and  successful  practi- 
1  tioner  of  those  days,  who  in  accordance  witli  the 
I  custom  of  his  times  gave  instruction  to  three  or 
j  four  embryo  physicians.  Going  to  Xew  York, 
j  }'oung  Plielps  pursued  his  studies  under  tlie  tutelage 
j  of  those  eminent  ])hysiciaus  and  surgeons,  Dr.  Alex- 
}  ander  and  Dr.  A'alcntine  r\Iott. 

i        After  being  licensed   to   i^ractice   Dr.  Phelps 
I  opened  an  office  in  Xew  York  City,  where  he  met 
t  with  most  gratifying  success  for  three  years,  idow- 
{  ever,  his  health  became  impaired,  and  he  felt  that 
j  change  of  scene  and  fresh  country  air  were  neces- 
sary to  restore  his  physical  condition  to  its  wonted 
i  strength.   He  therefore  rettirned  to  Simsbury,  where 
I  he  entered  upon  the  tiresome  but  active  round  of 
I  duties  incident  to  a  country  practice.    After  four 
i  years  of  this  life  he  felt  well  enough  to  resume  city 
i  practice,  and  accordingly  returned  to  X'ew  York. 
I  Once  more  he  found  the  metropolis  a  field  of  suc- 
I  cess,  and  it  was  with  poignant  regret  that  he  realized 
I  that  an  extensive  city  practice  (during  the  epidemic 
he  was  at  one  time  treating  forty  cases  of  small- 
!  pox  )  might  prove  the  means  of  shortening  his  life. 
!  Again  he  returned  to  Simsbury,  but  the  long  rides 
and  uncertain  hours  of  the  country  practitioner  were 
i  not  to  his  liking,  and  in  April,  1S37,  he  opened  a 
!  drug  store  on  Xorth  Main  street.  Hartford.    As  a 
I  druggist  Dr.  Phelps  ranked  among  the  first,  while 
!  his  financial  success  exceeded  his  expectations,  and 
;  he  was  recognized  as  the  leading  pharmacist  of  his 
I  day  and  section.    It  was  he  \yho  devised  the  formula 
j  for  the  "Phelps  Tomata  Pill,"  a  preparation  which 
I  had  a  wonderful  sale  in  its  dav,  and  v.-hich,  to- 
j  gether  with  the  profits  arising  from  his  drug  busi- 
:  ness,  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fortune.    He  always 
retained  his  nienibershi]>  in  the  County  and  State 
!  ]\redical  Societies,  with  both  of  which  he  had  for 
I  many  years  been  actively  and  prominently  identified. 
:        Perhaps,  however.  Dr.  Phelps'  most  enduring 
!  claim  to  fame  rests  upon  his  connection  with  the 
I  insurance  business,  to  which  the  latter  years  of 
S  his  life  were  devoted  almost  exclusively.    His  at- 
1  tention  was  first  directed  to  the  subject  n.-  life  in- 
:  surance  in  1S46,  when  he  took  out  a  policy  upon 
'  his  own  life.    In  the  United  Stat<'s  the  fiel'l  was  a 
i  terra  incognita,  and  the  scheme  was  regarded  with 
j  disfavor,  if  not  with  positive  distrust.    Dr.  Phelps 
was  quick  to  perceive  the  possibilities  of  the  situa- 
1  tion,  and  his  keen,  well-trained  mind  was  of  a  cast 
especially  well  qualified  to  grapple  witli  the  intricate 
and   perplexing  ])rf>l)le'ns   which   iiresented  them- 
selves.   Evidently  the  first  task  to  be  acc  ^mplislud 
was  the  education  ni'  iiie  American  people  as  to  the 
theory  of  life  insurance  and  the  fundamental  prin- 
ci))lcs  upon  which  it  is  based.     At  that  time  the 
business  was  conducted  generally  in  an  expensive 
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ir.;iniKT.  wliilc  the  S[)iiit  of  siKCuiation  was  riic  i 
aiiioiii^  managements  whicli  knew  comparatively  I 
nothing  of  the  practical  value  of  risks.  His  ideas  { 
were  so  far  in  advance  of  his  time  that,  while  some  | 
j>ilicii  wiiai  tiicy  ternieJ  his  "folly,"  others  doubted  p 
whether  his  mental  balance  was  in  correct  equipoise,  i 
Vet  what  were  then  called  his  "fanciful"'  aud  "ab-  j 
surd"  theories  are  today  recognized  (with  neces-  | 
sary  modifications)  as  among  liie  underlymg  prin-  i 
ciples  of  every  sound  an.d  well  managed  company.  ! 

The  great  work  of  the  Doctor's  life  was  the  or-  j 
ganizing,  establishing  and  nurturing  of  the  Connec-  i 
ticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  and  it  was  he  who  i 
conceived  the  plan  under  which  the  great  success  | 
of  this  company  was  achieved.  In  1S46  the  company  I 
was  orgaiiized,  the  Doctor  becoming  the  first  sec-  ' 
retary,  and  while  that  great  corporation  was  strug-  j 
glmg  in  the  swaddling  bands  of  infancy  lie  even  ! 
swept  out  his  own  office  to  save  expense.  He  had 
carefully  studied  the  matter  in  all  its  phases,  and  | 
not  long  afterward  made  a  special  trip  to  Europe 
to  investigate  the  workings  of  the  Old  World  com- 
panies, on  his  return  to  America  incorporating  with 
his  own  plans  all  the  features  of  value  he  had  found. 
He  wrote  the  charter  of  the  company,  which  was 
adopted  practicall}'  word  for  word  as  composed  by 
him,  and  fought  for  two  sessions  in  the  Legislature 
to  have  it  granted.  As  the  company  was  a  "mutual" 
one  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  a  guaranty  fund  of 
$50,000 — to  guarantee  the  payment  of  policies  dur- 
ing the  infancy  of  the  company- — a  task  of  far 
greater  magnitude,  but  at  length  ten  of  his  friends 
in  Hartford,  Simsbury  and  Xew  York  came  to  his 
relief,  by  signing  notes  aggregating  that  amount, 
Thomas  K.  Brace,  three  of  Dr.  Phelps'  brothers, 
two  of  his  cousins  and  an  uncle  being  of  the  number. 
Dr.  Phelps  was  ever  a  tireless  worker  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  concern,  and  the  '"Insurance  [Monitor" 
of  September,  1868,  said:  "It  is  not  too  much  to 
say,  for  it  is  a  well-known  and  conceded  fact  that 
the  Connecticut  Mutual  owes  its  eminent  success 
and  prosperity,  in  a  very  large  measure  to  the  skill 
and  labor  of  Dr.  Phelps,  its  principal  manager  from 
its  organization  to  the  present  time."  He  regulated 
and  managed  its  affairs  in  a  most  able  manner,  serv- 
ing as  secretary  for  a  time,  and  later,  for  a  number 
of  years,  as  president.  Though  not  the  originator 
of  the  "mutual"  system  used  in  insurance  he  did 
more  than  any  other  man  to  "elucidate  and  pop- 
ularize" it.  Just  before  his  death  he  told  his  daugli- 
ter  that  the  company  was  on  such  stable  footing 
that  without  any  management  it  would  continue  to 
run  for  twenty-five  years.  After  his  demise  the 
Life  Underwriters  of  Hartford  passed  resolutions 
of  sympathy  and  regret,  etc.,  and  among  other 
things  said :  "In  the  death  of  Dr.  Guy  R.  Phelps 
the  Life  L^nderwriters  of  the  United  States  have 
met  with  an  irreparable  loss."  The  "Insurance 
Times"  of  March,  i860,  said  of  him:  "A  great 
and  good  man  has  left  us  forever-  A  practical 
laborious  and  eminent  philanthropist,  who  not  only 


loved  his  fellow  men,  but  spent  the  energies  of  his 
life,  the  gifts  of  his  intellect  and  the  goodness  of 
his  heart  in  their  behalf,  is  gone  to  his  haven  of 
eternal  [>cace  and  reward.  His  comfort  giving  and 
abundant  works  remain,  and  the  spirit  with  which 
lie  espoused  and  promoted  a  sacred  cause,  and  built 
up  a  great  benevolent  institution,  having  inspired 
many  others  with  its  kindling  sympathy,  will  be 
perpetuated  and  multiply  on  the  earth  for  ages 
to  come." 

On  April  17,  1S33,  Simsbury,  Dr.  Phelps  was 
married  to  Aiiss  Hannah  Latimer,  who  was  born  in 
that  town  June  23,  1801,  daughter  of  W'aite  and 
Hannah  (Pettibone)  Latimer.  Their  marriage  was 
blessed  with  four  children :,  Antoinette  Randolph 
Maria  Augusta,  Guy  Carelton  and  Guyana  Row- 
land, the  first  named  being  the  only  one  that  at- 
tained maturity.  3iliss  Antoinette  R.  Phelps  is  a 
resident  of  Hartford,  her  home  being  at  Xo.  72 
Washington  street,  in  that  city.  She  enjoys  the  dual 
distinction  of  being  a  member  of  two  of  the  most 
honored  orders  in  America,  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  and  the  Colonial  Dames. 

Dr.  Phelps  was  both  a  Freemason  and  an  Odd 
Fellow,  and  was  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
knew  him,  receiving  the  highest  esteem  from  those 
who  knew  him  best.  x\s  a  physician  he  was  care- 
ful, retlective  and  conscientious,  as  a  citizen  pa- 
triotic, as  a  husband  and  father  gentle,  loving  and 
true,  as  a  man  honest  and  fearless-  He  died  !March 
18,  1869,  after  a  short  attack  of  typhoid  pneumonia. 
Until  within  a  few  days  of  his  passing  away  his 
activity  was  unimpaired,  but  a  cold  contracted 
through  sitting  near  an  open  window  ac  a  directors' 
meeting  proved  the  indirect  cause  of  his  demise. 
His  wife  survived  until  ^lay  28,  1873,  when  she, 
too,  fell  asleep.  Both  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Sims- 
bury, where  also  sleep  five  generations  of  both 
families. 

The  Doctor  was  a  reflective  reader  and  a  pro- 
found student,  particularly  fond  of  the  study  of 
history  and  the  languages,  in  both  of  which,  he 
was  proficient.  He  was  a  man  fully  abreast  of  the 
times,  thoroughly  posted  on  the  current  events  of 
the  day,  and  well-informed  on  general  subjects. 
Until  1856  he  w-as  a  Democrat,  but  after  that  date 
voted  with  the  Republican  party,  though  it  was  his 
wont  to  say  that  he  had  "never  left  his  party  its 
name  simply  changed."  His  fellow  citizens  showed 
their  appreciation  of  his  worth  by  early  choosing 
him  a  member  of  the  city  council,  and  later  elect- 
ing him  an  alderman,  as  well  as  by  sending  him  to 
represent  them  in  the  Legislature.  For  years  he 
attended  Dr.  Horace  Bushneirs  Church,  and  was  a 
liberal  contributor  to  its  support  and  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  its  work;  he  became  a  member  during  his 
later  vears.  Dr-  Phelps  was  too  old  to  enlist  for 
service  in  the  Rebellion,  but  was  much  interested 
in  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  he  volunteered  to  double 
the  pay  of  a  man  who  would  go  to  the  ft'ont  as  he 
had  no  son  to  send.    His  grandfatlier  served  in 
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the  Rcvuiution,  his  latlicr  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
he  desired  to  have  representation ;  according!}-  he 
sent  Charles  Tennant,  who  soon  became  second  Heu- 
tenant,  was  wounded  at  Antietam,  recovered,  was 
promoted  to  captain,  and  was  afterward  killed.  Dr. 
Plielps  ever  after  took  a  deep  interest  in  his  family. 

MAJOR-GENER.\L  JOSJ£PH  ROSWELL 
HAW'LEV,  LL.  D.,  lawyer,  editor,  citizen-soldier 
and  statesman,  of  Hartford,  belongs  to  that  galaxy 
of  great  men  of  New  England,  the  mere  mention 
of  whose  names  has  thrilled  the  country. 

Senator  Hawloy,  though  a  native  of  the  South, 
born  Oct-  31,  1826,  at  Stewartsville,  X.  C,  is  a 
product  of  New  England,  and  in  paternal  lines  is 
from  early  Connecticut  ancestry.  He  is  of  English- 
Scotch  lineage,  and  on  his  father's  side  is  a  de- 
scendant in  the  eighth  generation  from  Joseph  Haw- 
ley,  who  came  from  Parwick,  Derbyshire,  England, 
landing  near  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1629,  and  became 
a  planter  or  settler  at  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  about 
1640.    Erom  this  Stratford  settler  Senator  Haw- 
ley's  line  is  through  Samuel,  Capt.  Joseph,  Eben- 
ezer,  Ebenezer  (2),  Asa  and  Rev.  Francis.  The 
last  named,  the  Senator's  father,  was  a  native  of 
Farmington,  Conn.,  where  his  ancestors,  Capt.  Jo- 
seph Hawley,  had  settled  ab^jut  1700,  and  earlv  in  [ 
life  went  South  and  engaged  in  business,  but  after-  | 
ward  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Church,  i 
He  married  Mary  :McLeod,  a  native  of  North  Caro-  j 
lina,  of  Scotch  parentage,  and  the  family,  in  1837,  ! 
removed  to  Connecticut,  where  the  fatlier  was  an 
anti-slavery  man. 

Joseph  R.  Hawley  prepared  for  college  at  the 
Hartford  Grammar  School  and  the  seminar_\-  at 
Cazenovia,  X-  Y.,  whither  the  family  removed 
about  1842.  He  was  graduated  at  Hamilton  Col- 
lege in  1847,  '^^'''^li  a  high  reputation  as  a  speaker 
aiid  debater.  He  taught  school  in  the  winters, 
studied  law  at  Cazenovia  and  Hartford,  and  be- 
gan practice  in  1850.  He  immediately  became 
chairman  of  the  Free-Soil  State  Committee,  wrote 
for  the  Free-Soil  press,  and  spoke  in  every  can- 
vass. He  stoutly  opposed  the  Know-Xothings, 
and  devoted  his  energies  to  the  union  of  all  op- 
ponents of  slavery.  The  first  meeting  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party  in  Connecticut 
was  held  in  his  office,  at  his  call,  P'eb.  4.  1856. 
Among  those  present  were  the  late  Hon.  Gideon 
Welles  and  Hon.  John  ^I.  Xiles.  Mr.  Hawley  gave 
three  months  to  speaking  in  the  Fremont  canvass, 
in  1856.  In  February,  1857,  he  abandoned  law  prac- 
tice, and  became  editor  of  the  Hartford  Evening 
Press,  the  new  distinctively  Republican  paper.  His 
partner  was  William  Faxon,  afterward  assistant 
secretary  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  Mr-  Hawley 
responded  to  the  first  call  for  troops  in  1861  by 
drawing  up  a  form  of  enlistment,  and,  assisted  by 
Albert  W.  Drake,  afterward  colonel  of  the  lOth 
Conn.  Vol.  Inf.,  raising  Rifle  Company  .\,  Tst  Conn- 


Vol.  Inf.,  which  was  organized  and  accepted  in 
twenty-four  hours,  Mr.  Hawley  having  personally 
engaged  rilles  at  Sharp's  factory.    He  was  mus- 
tered in  April  22,  as  captain,  and  is  said  to  liave 
been  the  first  volunteer  in  the  State.  Capt.  Hawley 
received  special  praise  for  good  conduct  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Rim,  from  Gen.    Erastus   D.  Keyes, 
brigade  commander.    Under  his  muster  out  of  the 
three-months'  service,  Capt.  Hawdey  directly  unit- 
ed with  Col.  Alfred  H.  Terry  in  raising  tlie  7th 
Conn.  Vol.  Inf.,  a  three-years'  regiment,  of  winch 
he  was  mustered  in  as  lieutenant-colonel  Sept.  17, 
1861.    The  regiment  went  South  in  the  Port  Royal 
expedition,  and  on  the  capture  of  the  forts  was. 
the  first  sent  ashore  as  a  garrison.    The  Seventh 
was  engaged  for  four  months  in  the  siege  of  F"ort 
Pulaski,  and  upon  the  surrender  was  selected  as 
the  garrison.    On  Jan.  20,  1862,  Lieut.-Col.  Haw- 
ley succeeded  Col.  Terry,  and  commanded  the  regi- 
ment in  the  battles  of  James  Island  and  Pocotaligo, 
also  in  Brannan's  expedition  to  Florida.    He  went 
with  his  regiment  to  Florida,  in  January,  1863,  and 
commanded  the  post  of  Fernandina,  whence  in 
April  he    undertook    an    unsuccessful  expedition 
against  Charleston.    Col.  Hawley  also  commanded  a 
brigade  on  Morris's  Island  in  the  siege  of  Charleston 
and  the  capture  of  Fort  Wagner.  In  February,  1864, 
he  had  a  brigade  under  Gen.  Truman  Seymour  in  the 
battle  of  Olustee,  Fla.,  where  the  whole  national 
force  lost  38  per  cent.    His  regiment  was  one  of  the 
few  that  was  armed  with  the  Spencer  breech-load- 
ing rifle.    This  weapon,  which  he  procured  in  the 
autunm  of  1863.  proved  very  eltective  in  the  hands 
of  his  men.   He  went  to  \'"irginia    in  April,  1864, 
having  a  brigade  in  Terry's  Division,  loth  Corps, 
Army  of  the   James,  and  was   in   the  battles  of 
Drury's  Bluft,  Deep  Run  and  Derbytown  Road,  and 
in  various  affairs  near  Bermuda  Hundred  and  Deep 
Bottom-    Col.  Hawley  commanded   a   division  in 
the  fight  on  X'ev/  ]vlarket  Road,  and  engacred  in  the 
siege  of  Petersburg.    In    September,    1864,  Col. 
Flawley   was    made   a    brigadier-general  UniLxd 
States  Volunteers,  having  been  repeatedlv  recom- 
mended by  his  immediate  superiors.    In  Xovember, 
1864,  Gen.  Hawley  commanded  a  picked  brig"ade 
sent  to  X'ew  York  City  to  keep  the  peace  during 
the  week  of  the  Presidential  election.    He  succeed- 
ed to  Gen.  Terry's  division  when  Terr\  was  sent 
to  Fort   Fisher  in   January.  1865,   afterward  re- 
joining him  as  chief  of  staff.  loth  Corps,  and.  on 
the  capture  of  Wilmin.gton,  was  detached  by  Gen. 
Schofield  to  establish  a  base  of  supplies  there  for 
Sherman's  army,  and  comtnand  southeastern  X^orth 
Carolina.    In  June,  he  rejoined  Gen,  Terrv  as  chief 
of  staff  for  the  department  of  Virginia.    In  Oc- 
tober, he  went  home,  was  breveted  major-general 
Sept.  28,  1865.  and  was  nuislcred  out  of  the  service 
Jan.  15.  1866. 

The  following  .-Xpril  ( 1866)  Gen.  Hawley  was 
elected  Governor  of  Connecticut,  but  he  was  de- 
'  featcd  in  t8'')7,  and  then,  having  united  the  Press 


I 


JOSEPH  R.  HAWLEY 


1593 


283 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


35 


jr.orf  vij^oroubly  than  ever  eiitereil  ilie  fK.;!itical 
coinosls  foUowiiii:^  the  war.  (ien.  llawlev  was  al- 
uays  in  c'.eiuand  as  a  speaker  ihroughoui.  the  coun- 
iry.  ][c  was  presiilent  of  the  Xational  Republi- 
can Convention  in  i8o8,  secretary  ot  tlie  couiniittee 
on  Resohitions  in  1S7J,  and  chairman  of  that  com- 
jiiitteo  in  1876.  He  earnestly  opposed  paper  money 
theories.  In  November,  1872,  he  was  elected  to 
iill  a  vacancy  in  Congress  caused  by  the  death  of 
Julius  L.  Strong-.  Gen.  Hawley  was  re-elected  to 
the  XLlIId  Congress,  defeated  for  the  XLlX  th  and 
XLX'th,  and  re-elected  to  the  XLVlth  (1S79-81). 
He  was  elected  United  States  Senator  in  January, 
1S81,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  party,  and  re- 
elected in  like  manner  in  January,  18S7,  for  the  term 
ending  March  4,  1S93.  ^'^^  ^"^'^^  re-elected  m  Jan- 
uary, 1S93,  and  again  in  January,  1S99. 

In  the  House,  Gen.  Hawley  served  on  the  com- 
mittees on  Claims,  Banking  and  Currency,  ^vlilitary 
AtTairs  and  Appropriations  ;and  in  the  Senate  on  the 
committees  on  Coast  Defenses,  Railroads,  Printing, 
and  Military  Attairs.  He  was  also  chairman  of  a 
select  committee  on  Warships,  and  submitted  a  long 
and  valuable  report,  the  result  of  careful  investiga- 
tion into  steel  production  and  heavv  gunmaking  in 
England  and  the  United  States.  He  whs  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  Civil  Service,  and  vigor- 
ously promoted  the  enactment  of  civil  service  reform 
legislation. 

In  the  X'ational  Republican  Convention  of  1884 
the  Connecticut  delegation  unanimously  voted  for 
Senator  Hawlev  for  President  in  every  ballot. 

Senator  Hawley  was  president  of  the  United 
States  Centennial  Commission  from  its  organiza- 
tion in  1872  until  the  close  of  its  labors  in  1877, 
gave  two  years  exclusively  to  the  work,  was  ex- 
officio  member  of  its  committees,  and  appointed  all 
save  the  executive. 

Senator  Hawley  received,  in  1875.  the  degree 
cf  LL.  D.  from  Plamilton,  and  from  Yale  in  18S6. 
Of  the  former  institution  he  is  a  trustee.  Religious- 
ly he  is  a  Congregationalist.  Gen.  Hawley  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  one  of  the  most  acceptable  ex- 
ttmporaneous  orators  in  the  Republic,  a  believer 
in  tmiversal  suffrage,  the  American  people  and  the 
'"American  way,"  would  adjust  the  tariff  so  as  to 
benefit  native  industries,  urges  the  reconstruction 
of  our  naval  and  coast  defenses,  demands  a  free 
ballot  and  a  fair  count  everywhere,  opposes  the 
tendency  to  federal  centralization,  and  is  a  strict 
constructionist  of  the  constitution  in  favor  of  the 
rights  and  dignity  of  the  individual  States.  Sen- 
ator Hawley  is  know'n  the  country  over  as  a  type 
of  the  highest,  noblest  class  of  American  states- 
men. 

On  December  25,  1855,  Gen.  Hawley  was  mar- 
ried to  Harriet  Ward  Foote,  of  Guilford,  who  died 
March  3,  1886.  Mrs.  Hawley's  services  at  the 
front  during  the  Civil  war  in  alleviating  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  war  have  made  her  name  sacred  to 
thousands  of  soldiers.  [Compilerl  in  part  from  Ap- 
pleton's  "Encyclopaedia  of  American  Biography."] 


!  GEORGi:  S.  HULL,  M.  1)..  of  Bristol,  was 
I  born  in  Burlington,  Hartford  Co..  Conn.,  March 
I  31,  1847,  a  son  of  Sylvanus  and  Fiorilla 

s  (  Clark  )  Hull,  ])arents  of  three  children  :  Dr.  George 
I  S. :  Burton  C,  born  Feb.  22,  1854;  and  Rowland  T., 
born  in  Mav,  1863. 

Sylvaiuis  Hull,  the  father  of  the  Doctor,  was 
born  in  North  Haven  in  June,  1820,  was  of  English 
descent,  and  a  farmer  b}-  vocation  ;  he  first  married 
Lvaline  Pond,  by  whome  he  became  the  father  of 
a  daughter  L-.val'ine,  who  married  Isaac  B.  Hart- 
well,  and  had  four  children,  Samuel,  Susan,  Everett 
and  Grace.  The  father  of  Sylvanus,  Elisaph  Hull, 
was  born  in  North  Haven  in  17S3,  was  also  a  farmer, 
died  in  1873,  and  his  remains  lie  interred  in  Burling- 
ton. The  maternal  grandfather  of  the  Doctor  was 
Wooster  Clark,  who  was  born  in  Burlington,  June 
26,  1797,  married  ]\Iaria  Sparks,  and  died  Aug.  21, 
1884,  the  father  of  the  following  named  children, 
Neanvin,  Fiorilla,  Jane  and  Sybil. 

George  S.  Hull's  early  education  was  secured 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  this 
was  supplemented  by  a  two-years'  course  in  the 
State  Normal  at  New  Britain,  and  by,a  preparatory 
course  of  sttidy  at  the  Connecticut  Literary  Insti- 
tute at  Suffield ;  he  next  entered  Yale  ^Medical 
School,  where  he  passed  one  year,  and  then  attended 
one  course  of  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  at  New  York,  after  which  he  entered 
the  Homeopathic  ^Medical  College  of  the  same  city, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1872, 
and  immediately  afterward  (in  ]\Iarch)  located  in 
Bristol,  where  he  has  built  up  a  good  practice. 

On  the  creation  of  the  office  of  medical  examiner 
for  Bristol,  Dr.  FIuU  was  appointed  to  that  posi- 
tion, and  still  retains  it.  In  1887  he  was  elected 
surgeon  of  the  First  Regiment,  Connecticut  Uni- 
form Rank,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  held  tlie  office 
until  1890,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  same  po- 
sition in  the  Second  Regiment,  and  a  few  weeks 
later  received  the  appointment  of  assistant  surgeon- 
general  on  Brig.  Gen.  E.  F.  Durand's  staff.  Dr. 
Hull  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni  ]\Iedical  Association 
of  the  New  York  Homeopathic  ]^Iedical  College,  and 
of  the  Connecticut  Homeopathic  ^Medical  Society. 
He  is  an  enthusiastic  believer  in  the  principles  of 
fraternal  organizations.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he 
was  made  a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M., 
at  Bristol,  and  early  the  next  year  became  a  member 
of  the  Pequabuck  Chapter,  No.  32,  R.  A.  ]M.  lie 
■then  joined,  in  order,  the  Doric  Council  of  New 
Britain, the  Washington  Commanderyof  the  Knights 
Templar  of  Hartford,  the  Pyramid  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  Bridgeport,  is  a  charter  member 
of'the  Mystic  Shrine,  Sphinx  Temple,  of  Hartford, 
and  in  1889  became  a  thirty-second  degree  Scottish 
Rite  iNIason  of  the  Sovereign  Consistory  of  Nor- 
wich. Dr.  Hull  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Kniglits 
of  Pvthias.  He  was  a  charter  member  and  the  first 
])ast  chancellor  of  Ethan  Lodge,  No.  9,  K.  of  P..  of 
Bristol,  and  was  the  organizer  of  Hull  Comi)any, 
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No.  5.  ol  tlic  vmifurm  rank  of  the  same  city,  which  I 
was  so  named  in  his  honor.  ]n  1888  he  was  ap-  | 
pointed  grand  nu'.jter  at  arms  at  the  grand  lodge  ses-  } 
sion  held  at  Derhv  (^or  Ansonia);  m  he  was  1 

elected  grand  prelaie ;  in  iS_jo,  grand  vice-chancel-  ' 
lor  at  the  session  held  at  Torrington  ;  and  in  J8()i,  j 
grand  chancellor  at  the  session  held  at  Wallingford. 
in  1895  he  was  sent  as  supreme  representative  to 
the  supreme  lodge  session  held  at  Cleveland,  and  was 
also  representative  at  the  supreme  lodge  sessiou  held 
at  Indianapolis  in  1897,  and  at  both  places  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  th.e  Rathbone  monumental 
fund  committee,  organized  for  the  purpose  of  erect-  | 
ing-  a  monument  at  L'tica,  X.  Y.,  and  is  still  a  mem-  i 
ber.    The  Doctor  is  likewise  an  Odd  Fellow  in  j 
good  standing,  being-  a  member  of  Stephen  Terry 
Lodge,  No.  59,  of  Bristol,  and  a  charter  member 
of  E.  L.  Dunbar  Encampment,  at  Bristol. 

Dr.  Hull  has  been  a  devout  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  for  thirty  years,  and  for  the  past  ten 
years  has  been  one  of  the  trustees.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican,  for  a  number  of  years  has  held  the 
office  of  manager  of  the  town  deposit  fund,  and 
for  eight  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
committee  from  District  Xo.  3.  He  is  extensively 
interested  in  several  of  the  industrial  pursuits  of 
Bristol,  being  president  of  the  Codling  ]\Ianufactur- 
ing  Co.,  which  was  incorporated  in  1893  ;  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Turner  Heating  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
hot  air  heaters  and  stoves,  and  incorporated  in  1890, 
v.'ith  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000,  and  he  is  a  direc- 
tor in  the  Bristol  \\'ater  Co.,  having  held  that  office 
since  its  organization.  Besides  the  above  he  is  a 
director  of  the  Dowd  Printing  Co.,  of  W'insted, 
Connecticut. 

The  first  marriage  of  Dr.  Hull  took  place  April 
2,  1867,  ^vhen  2\Iiss  Sarah  Alice  Curtiss  became  his 
wife.  She  was  born  in  October,  1846,  and  died  in 
October,  1884;  his  second  marriage,  which  occurred  j 
June  3,  1886,  was  to  3>Iiss  Hattie  Antoinette  Fenn, 
who  was  born  Sept.  22,  1857,  in  Plymouth,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Lucius  A.  Fenn,  and  to  this  miion  has  been 
born  one  son,  George  W.  Hull. 

COL.  HEXRV  KEXXEDY  (deceased)  was 
one  of  Hartford's  best  known  business  men,  and  in 
his  life  and  character  he  well  represented  the  sturdy 
pioneer  stock  from  which  he  came.  He  was  born  at 
Burnside,  East  Hartford,  April  5,  18 19.  He  was 
the  son  of  Samuel  Kennedy,  and  grandson  of  John 
Kennedy.  Samuel  Kennedy  was  nine  years  of  age 
when  his  father  settled  in  Burnside,  and  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  became  one 
of  the  wealthv  land  owners  of  East  Hartford,  and  a 
prominent  citizen.  In  every  generation  the  family 
have  been  noted  for  the  possession  of  sterling  qual- 
ities of  character. 

Col.  Kennedv's  education  was  l)egun  in  the 
schools  of  h^ast  Hartford,  and  anioi-,g  his  school- 
mates was  the  late  Gov.  R.  D.  Hubbard.  Col.  Ken- 
nedy left  home  at  the  age  of  fourtet-n,  and  much 
against  the  wish  of  his  fatlier,  as  the  Colonel  cx- 


pres.-ed  it  in  later  years,  he  carried  but  a  dollar  in 
his  pocket  and  his  father's  disap[)roval.  He  went 
to  ilartford  and  app,reiniced  himself  to  Sriiith  & 
l-lourn,  at  such  meager  wages  t!;at  hj  could  no: 
properly  cUjthe  himself,  aiul  m  order  to  avoid  th.e 
jeeru:g  ol  the  l)oys  of  his  acquaintance  he  wnuld 
wait  until  they  had  returned  to  their  work,  and  then 
run  as  fast  as  he  could  to  the  shop.  Such  experi- 
ences early  taught  him  the  worth  of  money,  and  he 
became  a  shrewd  and  careful  tinancier,  as  was  evi- 
denced in  later  years  by  his  successful  investment  of 
mone}'S.  both  as  related  to  liis  personal  interests  and 
those  of  others.  To  illustrate  his  integrity,  v/hen 
a  verv  yoimg  man  the  late  (Jov.  Hul>bard  urged  upon 
him  the  loan  of  a  thousand  dollars  with  whicli  to  start 
in  business,  the  Colonel  having  no  security  to  offer. 
He  served  as  a  supernumerary  on  tlie  police  force, 
and  about  i860  was  appointed  jailer  under  Sheriff 
Russell,  at  the  old  jail  at  the  junction  of  I'eari  and 
Jewell  streets,  where  the  Y.  ^1.  C.  A.  building  now 
stands.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  steward  of  the 
American  Asylum,  which  position  he  held  for  six- 
teen years,  filling  it 'with  marked  ability.  While  at 
the  American  Asylum  he  was  appointed  conservator 
of  the  late  Leonard  Church.  After  the  death  of  i\Ir. 
Church  he  was  appointed  administrator  of  his  estate, 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mrs.  Church,  and  at  her 
death  he  benefitted  largely  from  her  estate,  reward- 
ing his  efforts  in  the  handling  of  the  Church  proper- 
ties, which  were  largely  increased  under  his  manage- 
ment. Through  the  efforts  of  Col.  Kennedy,  ^Irs. 
Church  was  induced  to  present  the  organ  to  the 
First  Church  of  Christ  in  Hartford,  which  remains  a 
memorial  to  herself  and  her  husband.  His  early 
experiences  at  Smith  &  Bourn's  brought  him  in  con- 
tact with  horsemen  and  their  interests,  and  having 
an  inborn  liking  for  horsetlcsh  he  early  became 
identified  with  trotting  interests,  which  was  con- 
tinued through  his  life,  and  was  himself  an  owner  01 
good  horseflesh.  He  was  prominently  identified  with 
Charter  Oak  Park  and  its  trotting  interests,  and  a 
familiar  figure  at  its  race  meetings  for  many  years. 
At  the  time  of  the  sale  of  Charter  Oak  Park  it  was 
purchased  by  the  Colonel,  and  some  time  later  passed 
into  the  hands  of  prominent  turfmen,  thus  securing 
its  continuance  as  a  race  course.  When  the  Gentle- 
men's Driving  Club  was  formed  in  188S  Col.  Ken- 
nedy was  elected  the  first  president  of  the  orgatfi- 
zation.  In  politics  Col.  Kennedy  was  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. He  united  with  the  Putnam  Phalanx  in 
1859.  In  1869  he  was  chosen  major,  and  serveil  as 
such  until  1873.  He  was  again  elected  niai^r  in 
1874,  holding  the  position  until  1S76.  Under  his 
command  the  Phalanx  made  a  trip  to  Montreal, 
Canada,  in  September,  1871.  While  in  that  citv  he 
was  presented  with  a  very  fine  sword  by  liis  Pha- 
lanx friends,  as  a  token  of  the  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held.  This  sword  was  alwavs  higlily  cherished 
l)v  him,  and  is  now  in  the  ])ossession  of  Mr>.  Pitkin. 

Although  the  Colonel  di>likcd  notoi-iel\-  ;ind 
lived  a  quiet  life,  he  was  a  man  who  Lived  his 
friends  and  made  them  know  it.    He  was  interoled 
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h\  it.-!ii;i'-''a.s  WL'i-k,  having  liccn  one  i^f  the  org;ani;^ers 
of  ihc  oKl  l-\nirth  Church,  to  wliich  he  gave  hborally. 
i"ur  some  years  previous  to  iiis  death  he  and  his 
J.iiiiily  attended  Clirist  Churo'.i.  After  leavinij:  the 
-\nierican  Asyhnn  h.e  hved  lor  a  time  on  W'inthrop 
street,  later  removing-  to  the  Leonard  Church  liome- 
-slead,  corner  of  Asyhnn  avenue  and  Garden  street, 
wliivh  came  into  liis  possession  after  tlie  death  of 
Mrs.  Church,  and  where  he  died  Marcli  15,  iSgQ. 

On  Feb.  1844,  Col.  Kennedy  married  Sarah 
Jane  White,  who  died  Feb.  10,  1875,  and  on  Dec. 
_3,  1 887,  he  married  Rebecca  A.  Cady,  who  died  Dec. 
I,  189S.  Col.  Kennedy  is  survived  by  a  brother, 
J;.ihn  Kennedy,  and  a  sister.  Mrs.  Ksther  Alibey, 
..and  an  adopted  daughter,  I\Lrs.  Nellie  W.  Pitkin, 
vife  of  William  T.  Pitkin,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

SAMUEL  ^L  BROXSOX,  director  and  general 
jnanager  of  the  Xational  Machine  Co.,  Xos.  iii- 
J33  Sheldon  street,  Hartford,  was  born  April  i, 
1S32,  in  Waterbur}-,  Conn.,  where  In's  family  has 
]ong  been  prominent.  His  great-grandfather  lo- 
cated there  in  pioneer  times,  and  became  the  owner 
of  a  large  tract  of  land. 

Amasa  Bronson,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  W'aterbury  in  1778,  and  died  in  1880.  at 
tlie  age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years,  never  hav- 
.ing  had  a  week's  sickness.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
aie  was  the  oldest  man  in  the  State.  He  was  a  farmer, 
and  owned  considerable  real  estate  in  Waterbury, 
<omprising  a  part  of  the  business  portion  of  the 
lown,  and  a  part  of  what  is  now  the  ''Green.'"  Dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war  he  enlisted  in  the  army, 
'but  peace  was  declared  before  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity for  active  service.  He  and  his  wife,  Sarah, 
-vvho  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-four,  were  members 
•of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  very  regular  attend- 
■ants.  They  had  a  large  family  of  children,  all  now 
tleceased. 

Julius  G.  Bronson,  our  subject's  father,  was 
"^lorn  and  reared  in  Waterbury,  and  engaged  in 
"butchering  and  farming  upon  a  part  of  the  old 
liomestead.  In  public  affairs  he  was  prominent, 
holding  various  offices.  His  death  occurred  at  the 
-age  of  fifty-seven.  Fie  married  Julia  Xewton,  who 
vas  born  in  Waterbury,  and  died  in  1843,  aged 
ihirty-three  years.  She  was  one  of  five  children  of 
James  Xewton,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-three, 
and  his  wife,  who  died  aged  ninety-two  years.  Our 
subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  of 
^vhom  only  two  are  living.  His  younger  brother, 
diaries  H.,  has  always  resided  in  Waterbury,  and 
Js  now  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Waterbury 
Hospital. 

Samuel  IM.  Bronson  spent  much  of  liis  earlv  life 
"1  Waterbury,  receiving  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  at  thirteen  entered  a  store  as  clerk.  Soon 
■^ifterward  he  went  to  Waterville  to  learn  the  cut- 
Jt-r's  trade,  and  for  four  years  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  shears  and  pocket  knives.  He  then 
"^vcnt  to  Hotchkissville,  having  a  contract  in  the 


manuraclurc  of  shears,  and  later  he  became  super- 
intendent of  the  plant,  remaining  in  all  four  years. 
<  )ne  year  he  spent  in  Waterbury,  practically  out  of 
business  on  accoimt  of  poor  health,  and  he  then 
took  cliarge  of  a  mill  at  Oakville,  where  he  also 
served  as  postmaster  for  three  years.    On  resigning 
he  entered  the  em])loy  of  the  Adams  Express  Co., 
making  his  headquarters  in  Waterbury,  but  act- 
ing as  their  traveling  representative,  and  taking 
the  place  of  different  agents.    Later  he  removed  to 
Xew  York,  and  for  some  time  had  the  express  run 
from  Xew  York  to  Boston,  afterward  acting  in  this 
'  capacity  upon  different  routes,  and  finally  removed 
:  his  headquarters  to  Hartford,  from  which  point 
he  took  charge  of  the  inward  freight  and  money 
department.    In  1869  he  entered  the  retail  market 
;  and  grocery  business,  and  three  years  later  began 
the  wholesale  trade  on  State  street,  which  he  con- 
tinued up  to  1S94,  being  at  that  tiine  among  the 
i  oldest  and  best  known  wholesale  merchants  in  the 
I  city.    In  1 89 1  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
'  Xational  Alachine  Co.,  together  with  Charles  E. 

Billings,  Silas  Chapman,  and  others.  Fie  was  elect- 
j  ed  treasurer  in  1893,  and  secretary  in  1S94,  and 
j  held  both  offices  until  1897.  when  he  resigned  as 
secretary,  and  was  made  treasurer  and  general  man- 
I  ager,  which  position  he  still  holds.  This  concern 
I  started  with  only  six  workmen,  and  has  increased  to 
sixty.  They  are  the  sole  manufacturers  of  a  special 
'  machine  or  printing  press  for  printing  in  colors, 
!  which  is  used  by  the  best-known  periodicals,  such  as 
;  the  "Youth's  Companion."  '"Harper's  Weekly,''  and 
I  others  of  this  character.  They  also  ship  these  ma- 
;  chines  to  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  world,  not 
I  onlv  throughout  Continental  Europe,  but  to  Aus- 
;  traiia,  Cuba  and  even  southern  Africa.  They 
'  made  a  large  exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair  in  Paris 
in  1900,  and  received  the  grand  prize,  notice  of 
I  which  read  as  follows : 

T/it  X.itwnnl  Muchine  Co..  JLirff.>r>K  Conn.,  U.  S.  A. 

The  official  Journal  of   the  Republic  of  France  an- 
nounces that  you  have  been  awarded  a  Clrand  Frix  in  the 

i  United  States  Department  of  Liberal  Arts  and  Chemical 

i  Industries. 

A.  S.  Cai'Eiiakt, 
j  Director. 
!         Participant  in  Modern  Commercial  Composing  Room. 
I  Exhibitors  of  the  Gaily  Universal  Prt-sses. 

I  In  the  Columbian  Exposition,  in  1893.  they  occupied 
I  a  large  space,  and  took  all  the  medals  awarded  to 
I  machines  of  this  character  for  superiority  of  work. 
:  In  their  own  plant  they  use  all  labor-saving  ma- 
I  chinery  from  the  latest  inventors, 
i        Mr.  Bronson  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Hartford  Merchants  Exchange,  with  which  he  was 
I  connected  until  he  left  the  wholesale  business,  serv- 
ing five  years  as  president.    He  is  a  director  in  the 
State  Savings  Bank,  and  was  for  some  time  a  di- 
:  rector  in  the  Fowler  &  Miller  Co..  while  he  has 
I  also  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate  for  many  years. 
He  w.is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Hart- 
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lord  Uoaru  of  Trade,  in  wliich  ho  was  a  uircctor 
lor  many  _\  cars. 

yiv.  Jironson  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  common  council  in 
i^74-/"5,  alderman  in  1S92-93,  and  commissioner 
of  fisheries  in  Connecticut  for  three  years.'  The 
following-  shows  liis  activity  in  Masonic  life:  He 
was  raised  in  Federal  Lodge.  Xo.  17,  \\'atertown, 
Conn.,  February.  1857:  affiliated  with  Facitic  Lodge[ 
Ko.  233.  Xew  York.  1801  :  aftiliated  with  St.  John's 
Lodg-e,  Flartford.  18O0;  received  chapter  degrees 
in  Pyihagorus  Chapter,  Flartford.  180S;  received 
Cryptic  degrees  in  Wolcott  Coimcil,  Xo.  i,  Hart- 
ford, 1868;  knighted  in  W  ashington  Commandery,' 
No.  I,  Hartford,  April  13,  1S69,  and  elected  com- 
mander in  iSSo;  elected  grand  commander  of  Con- 
necticut in  AFirch,  1897;  is  Past  T.  P.  G.  ^^F,  Char- 
ter Oak  Lodge  of  Perfection  ;  Past  'M.  E.  S.,  Prince 
G.  ^F,  Hartford  Council,  Princes  of  Jerusalem; 
Past  M.  W.  and  P.  M.  of  Cyrus  Goodale  Chapter, 
Rose  Croix  ;  member  of  the  Connecticut  Sovereigfn 
Consistory;  member  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Scot- 
land ;  crowned  an  honorary  member  Supreme  Coun- 
cil, in  1S84;  member  of  the  \  eteran  Association 
of  Connecticut.  He  has  held  various  ofhces  in  the 
different  bodies  of  the  York  Rite,  and  is  grand 
chancellor  in  the  council  of  Deliberation,  A.  &  A. 
S.  Rite,  of  Connecticut.  During  his  ^vlasonic  career, 
while  in  the  Council,  Cryptic  ^Masonry,  he  was  treas- 
urer for  a  number  of  years,  and  also  treasurer  of 
Pythagorus  Chapter,  and  held  the  offices  in  both 
these  bodies.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  all 
Scottish  Rite  Piodies  in  Hartford,  and  has  held 
nearly  all  the  offices  in  these,  and  in  a  number  of 
instances  served  several  terms.  For  eight  years 
past  he  has  lieen  president  of  the  ?^Iasonic  [Mutual 
Benefit  Association  of  Connecticut.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  in  organization  of  the  }v[asonic  Hall 
Association  in  1S72,  and  vras  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  this  body  until  1897'^  Of  the  four  ]\Iasons 
in  this  city  to  receive  the  33d  degree  he  was  second, 
having  it  conferred  upon  him  in  18S4;  the  remain- 
ing three  are  Charles  E.  F.illings,  Silas  Chapman 
and  John  G.  Root,  of  this  county,  sketches  of 
whom  appear  elsewhere. 

In  1853  ^I''-  Cronson  married  ^liss  Harriet  A. 
Burnham,  a  native  of  South  ^^'indsor,  and  daughter 
of  Lucius  A.  Burnham,  a  farmer,  who  became  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Wisconsin,  going  there  at  a  time 
when  he  bad  to  make  the  journey  with  horses.  For 
seventy-four  miles  west  of  Chicago  towards  his 
destination  there  was  not  a  single  house,  and  he  was 
offered  land  \vithin  the  limits  of  the  present  busi- 
ness portion  of  Chicago  for  $6  per  acre.  FIc  fol- 
lowed fanning  successfully  in  Wisconsin  for  twenty- 
three  years,  but  later  returned  to  Hartford,  wdiere 
he  died  aged  seventy-four  years.  His  wife,  Pamelia 
(Goodrich),  who  died  aged  sixty-nine,  was  a  native 
of  Waterbury.  \'t.,  and  thcv  had  five  children,  three 
of  whom  are  living:  John  W.,  of  Portland,  Oregon; 
Edward  L.,  of  East  Hartford;  and  Julia  A.,  ■Mrs. 


!  Bacon,  who  resides  in  Wisconsin.    Mrs.  Bronsoi^ 
I  died  June  15,  1893.  aged  sixty-two  years.  Sev- 
eral years  ago  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bronson  liiecame  inier- 

■  ested  in  tv.'o  little  girls.  Flora  II.  and  Aila  F.  Burt, 
sisters,  whom  they  took  into  their  home  and  edu- 
cated.     Flora  graduated  from  Madame  Draper's 

'  famous  French  Seminary  in  Hartfordi,  and  kiter 
I  married  Thomas  R.  ^lorrow,  a  native  of  Hart- 
!  ford,  but  now  one  of  tlie  leading  lawyers  of  Kan- 
1  sas  City  ;  he  has  recently  gained  a  celebrated  case- 
in the  L'nited  States  Supreme  Court,  at  Washing- 
I  ton,  D.  C.  Ada  graduated  from  the  FLirtford  Pub- 
lic Fligh  School,  and  taught  in  Hartford  for  seven 
I  years,  but  since  the  death  of  ^Mrs.  Bronson  has  had 
1  charge  of  the  Bronson  home. 

I       PERKIXS.    The  Perkins  family  of  Flartford,. 

of  wdiich  the  eminent  lawyers,  Enoch  IVrkins  and 
:  his  son,  the  late  Thomas  Clay  Perkins,  were  honored 
1  and  distinguished  members,  and  of  which  the  !at- 
j  ter's  son  and  grandson,  Charles  E.,  and  Artlinr,  re- 
I  spectively,  are  prominent  in  the  profession,  is  one  of 
!  the  oldest  families  in  Xew  England.  Charles  E. 
i  Perkins  is  in  the  seventh  generation  from  John 
j  Perkins,  Sr.,  the  American  ancestor,  the  line  of  his- 
!  descent  being  through  Sergt.  Jacob,  Joseph.  IMathew,. 
;  Enoch  and  Thomas  Clap. 

j  (I)  John  Perkins,  Sr.,  as  he  is  called  in  the 
j  records,  the  immigrant  ancestor  of  n-iany  of  the 
j  familv  in  tliis  country,  according  to  family  tradi- 
tion was  born  in  X'ewent,  (jloucestershire,  England, 
in  1590.  He  was  among  the  earliest  emigrants- 
i  from  the  mother  country,  sailing-  froin  Bristol,  Eng- 
[  land,  Dec.  i,  1630,  in  the  ship  "Lyon,"  bound  for 
I  Boston  in  America,  taking  with  him  his  wife  and 
\  five  children.    The  ship  anchored  before  Boston 

■  Feb.  6,  1 63 1.  The  children  of  John  Perkins  and" 
wife  Judith  were :  John,  Thomas,  Elizabeth,  Mai;y,. 
Jacob  and  Lydia.    He  resided  in  Boston  two  years, 

I  and  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Ipswich, 
i  Mass. ;  was  several  times  deputy  to  the  General 
\  Court ;  and  held  other  offices  of  trust.    He  died' 
in  1654,  aged   sixty-four  years. 

(II)  Sergt.  Jacob  Perkii-is,  son  of  John.  Sr.,  was 
I  born  in  England"  in  1624.  He  was  first  married  about 

1647,  h'S  wife's  name  being  Elizabeth.  She  died 
in  1665,  and  later  he  n-iarried  Widow  Damaris  Rob- 
inson, of  Boston.  He  died  in  1699-1700,  and  his 
I  widow  in  1716.  Like  the  general  farmer  he  lived' 
;  a  quiet,  uneventful  life.  His  children  by  Elizabeth 
were  :  Elizabeth,  John.  Judith,  Mary,  Jacob,  Mathew, 
Hannah,  Joseph  and  Jabez. 

(III)  Josei)h  Perkins,  son  of  Sergt.  Jacob,  born- 
,  Tune  21,  1664.  in  Ipswich.  Mass..  removed  in  carlv 

'  "life  to  Xorwich,  Conn.,  and  n-iarried  there,  in  1700, 
Martha,  daughter  of  Jo.seph  and  Dorothy  ^Morgan. 
She  was  of  Preston,  Conn.,  born  in  1680,  and  died 
in  1754.  He  died  in  172'^.  In  connection  with  his 
brother  Jabe/.  he  purcliascd  a  large  tract  of  land — 
800  or  1,200  acres — in  that  i)art  of  the  town  of  Xor- 
wich afterward  the  town  of  Lisbon,  and  it  was- 
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known  as  "Perkins"  Crotch."  Joseph  Perkins  was 
an  inilneniial  man  in  boih  town  and  church,  liis 
chiklren  were:  ICHzabeth,  .Mary,  Joseph,  ^Lirtha, 
Jolin,  jeruslia,  Maihew,  Di^liorah  and  Ann. 

(1\  )  .M;\tliew  Perkins,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
Aug-.  31,  1713.  in  Xorwieh,  Conn.,  and  died  in 
1773.  in  1739  he  married  Mannah,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  (^k'obes)  Pishop.  She  was 
born  in  1724,  and  died  at  Lisbon,  Conn.,  in 
1809.  He  owned  a  farm  of  1,000  acres  in  Hanover 
Society,  north  part  of  Lisbon.  His  children  were: 
Joshua,  Hannali.  ^lalhew,  Ephraim,  Jernsha,  Xa- 
than,  Susanna,  ."-^arah,  }^[athew  (2j,  Enoch,  Erc- 
derick  and  Samuel. 

(\')  luioch  Perkins,  son  of  Mathcw,  was  born 
Aug.  16,  1760,  and  in  17S7  was  mari"ied  to  Anna 
Pitkin,  born  in  1764,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Tem- 
perance (Clapj  I'itkin,  of  Earmington,  Conn. 
Enoch  Perkins  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1781,  and  studied  law  with  William  Chamiing,  of 
Newport,  R.  L  He  was  a  tutor  in  Yale  College  for 
two  and  one-half  years,  after  which,  in  17S6,  he 
established  himself  in  his  profession  at  Hartford, 
where  he  remained  in  th.e  active  discharge  of  his 
duties  to  the  end  of  his  life.  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
distinguished  for  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
duties  of  his  profession,  and  he  was,  to  no  common 
degree,  skilled  in  the  forms  of  legal  process,  and  his 
services  were  often  called  into  requisition :  hib 
clients  are  said  never  to  have  suffered  by  his  negli- 
gence. As  a  member  of  the  civic  society  he  was 
ever  ready  to  bear  his  part  of  public  business;  and 
when  appointed  to  civil  offices  he  executed  the  duties 
thereof  promptly  and  efficiently,  and  his  services 
met  with  the  approbation  of  the  wise  and  good.  In 
1809  he  was  appointed  yttorney  for  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut in  the  county  of  Hartfi>rd,  in  which  office 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  public  prosecutor  with 
a  characteristic  regard  for  moral  principle.  He 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut  in  1808,  and 
was  also  trustee  of  the  Hartford  grammar  school. 
Mr.  Perkins  was  much  esteemed  and  resorted  to  as 
an  adviser  in  cases  of  difficulty,  and  lor  this  office 
he  was  well  qualified.  He  looked  coolly  into  the 
intricacies  of  a  subject,  and  it  was  rarely  that  he 
did  not  penetrate  it  to  the  bottom  ;  his  unbending 
integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose  gave  to  his  advice' 
its  peculiar  value.  His  life  was  one  of  uncommon 
evenness. 

While  a  tutor  in  Yale  College  'Sir.  Perkins  made 
a  public  profession  of  religion,  and  through  his 
whole  life  he  was  thoroughly  and  sincerely  a  Chris- 
tian ;  his  religious  feeling  sprang  from  clear  views 
of  truth.  He  observed  the  Sabbatli  with  great 
strictness,  {or  he  love^l  its  holy  hours  and  sacred 
duties.  He  died  Aug.  28,  1828.  His  children  w-erc 
Anna,  Charlotte,  Henrietta,  EmiHa,  Tiiomas  Clap, 
Henry  A.  and  George  W. 

(VT)  Thomas  Clap  Perkins,  son  of  Enrxrh,  and 
the  father  of  Charles  E.  Perkins,  of  Hartford,  was 


j  born  July  30,  170S,  in  Hartford,  Conn.    On  Xov. 
i  7,  1827,  he  married  .Mary  Loot  Beecher,  daugh.ter  of 
I  Rev.  Lyman  Beeclier,  D.  D.    Thomas  C.  Perkins 
I  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  iSiS,  taking  the  salu- 
j  taiory,  and  studied  law  with  Hon.  Seth  P.  Staples, 
i  of  Xew  Haven.    He  was  admitted  to  the  Hartford 
i  Par,  and  soon  rose  to  an  in'luential  position  ani<..ng 
j  associates  whose  ability  and  success  rendered  it  no 
j  easy  matter  for  a  new  and  young  lawyer  to  achieve 
,  distinction.    I'or  a  time  he  was  secretary  of  the 
i  Protection  I'ire  Insurance  Co.    Pie  filled  several 
j  town  offices,  and  was  a  number  of  times  a  member 
j  of  the  State  Senate  and  House.    Elected,  later  in 
life  to  the  Pench  of  the  .Supreme  Court,  he  declined 
I  that  honor,  preferring  the  business  of  his  profes- 
j  sion.    He  was  very  learned  in  the  law,  had  an  in- 
1  tellect  of  greai  exactness  and  clearness,  a  sound  and 
instructed  judgment,   and   wonderful   tenacitv  of 
purpose.    He  excelled  botli  in  the  preparation  of  a 
case  and  in  its  conduct,  convincing  court  and  iurv 
not  so  much  by  eloquence  of  words  as  bv  perspicuity 
of  statement  and  entire  candor  of  manner.  "Thor- 
oughly learned  in  the  law,  he  was  untiring  in  his 
work.    Gifted  with  an    extraordinarily  retentive 
memory,  and  an  equally  surprising  quickness  of 
perception,  he  made  the  most  of  his  facts  and  au- 
thorities ;  and  could  inprovise  his  points,  as  trial 
progressed,  without  previous  knowledge  of  prep- 
aration of  the  case.    He  had  not  the  winning  and 
persuasive  way  with  a  jury  that  marked  Mr.  Chap- 
man, who  was  frequently  associated  with  him;  he 
was  better  before  the  Court  than  before  the  jury. 
■  He  digested  everything  he  read,  and  his  application 
of  a  rule  was  remarkable.    He  used  his  precedents 
and  authorities  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  them 
'teir  on  the  case  without  lumljering  or  overloading 
it.    In  a  consultation  his  judgment  was  as  valualile 
as  that  of  the  ablest  of  his  associates.    As  a  lau-yer, 
in  the  stricter  sense  of  the  word,  he  was  one  of  the 
best  of  the  Hartford  Bar.    During  the  latter  half 
of  his  professional  career  h.is  practice  was  very  large 
and  lucrative." 

In  his  private  life  Mr.  Perkins  was  accustoiued 
to  lay  aside  his  severe  habits  of  btisiness.  and  give 
himself  to  the  genial  pleasure  of  social  intercourse. 
Pie  was  a  man  of  much  wit  and  humor,  and  greatly 
engaged  them  in  others,  drawing  always  for  the 
entertainment  of  his  friends  upon  a  large  store 
of  anecdotes  and  a  wide  range  of  reading.  He  was 
a  man  who  concealed  his  charities  and  avoided  a 
disjjlay  of  sympathy,  Init  a  tale  of  distress  never 
failed  to  move  him,  and  he  gave  liberally  where  Ins 
gifts  were  known  only  to  hiiuself  and  the  receix'ers. 
He  looked  habitually  on  the  bright  side  of  life,  and 
never  liked  to  talk  of  tliat  which  wa--  unp!e:isant 
or  disagreeable.  X'o  n.ian  was  truer  ^r  deeper  in 
his  attacliments,  thc)Ugh  he  sought  .-dciety  in  a 
limited  circle  of  friends,  lie  was  a  t'liristian  l^cu- 
tleman,  of  the  old  school  of  courtesy  and  kindness. 
He  died,  after  a  short  and  painful  .-ickness,  Oct. 
I  r,  1870. 
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'"Tlic  doat'.i  ot  Mr.  iVrkiiis  deprived  the  Hart- 
ford Bar  of  one  of  the  last  of  the  old  fraternity  of 
disling-uished  lawyers  whose  names,  during-  the 
thirty  or  forty  years  prior  to  iii>  deatli.  had  t^nen  it 
honorable  distuiction.  Within  eighteen  months 
from  that  time  th.e  deaths  of  Toucey,  Chapman 
and  Perkins  hail  uceurred.  iiungerford  an>i  \\'al<lo 
alone  remained  of  the  older  members,  and  the  latter 
praeticed  ehieily  at  the  I'ar  of  another  eounty.  Ells- 
worth. J 'arsons  and  other  tli>iinguished  liglus  of 
the  Hartford  Bar  had  died  during  the  few  preceding 
years.  Hungerford,  at  that  time  the  oldest  sur- 
viving associate  of  the  old  members  of  the  Hart- 
ford Bar,  and  in  some  respects  the  most  remarka- 
ble lawyer  whom  Connecticut  or  Xew  England  has 
ever  produced,  survived  our  subject  at  eightv  or 
upwards,  and  had  then  of  late  years  entirely  with- 
drawn from  active  practice.  One,  who  would  have 
won  a  deservedly  wide  fame  at  the  Bar,  died  in  his 
fresh  prime;  and  the  Bar  of  Hartford  county,  as 
well  as  the  community,  lost  a  valuable  member  in 
the  death  of  the  late  Lucius  F.  Robinson.  'W.r. 
Perkins'  death,  like  the  loss  of  !Mr.  Chapman,  was 
particularly  felt." 

The  quotations  preceding-  are  from  the  Hart- 
ford press  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  ]\Ir.  Perkins, 
and  those  following  are  from  the  resolutions  of 
speakers  at  the  Hartford  Bar  meeting  held  at  that 
time : 

"As  a  genial  lawyer,  conducting  causes  from 
their  earliest  consultation,  through  their  prepara- 
tions ill  his  office  and  conflicts  at  the  Bar,  to  the  linal 
engrossment  after  the  last  decree  of  the  last  tribunal, 
he  was  systematic,  patient,  vigorous  and  powerful. 
He  was  an  associate  most  valuable,  an  antagonist 
most  powerful. 

"Plis  well-disciplined  intellect,  his  retentive  mem- 
ory, his  unequalled  self  control,  and  his  many  years 
of  industrious  application  to  all  branches  of  profes- 
sional practice,  rendered  him  a  bright  ornament  to 
that  Bar  which  not  even  tlie  offered  highest  judi- 
ciarv  honors  of  our  Commonwealth  could  induce 
him  to  forsake,  and  in  whose  advance  he  died,  with 
Courage  unabated  and  pulse  unwearied." 

"The  death  of  .Mr.  Perkins  was  not  merely  the 
loss  of  a  great  la-\vyer  and  of  a  Christian  gentleman, 
btit  it  would  be  peculiarly  felt  by  the  Plartford 
County  J-lar.  For  the  last  few  years  he  had  been 
regarded  as  the  leader  of  tliis  Bar.  Taking  a  prom- 
inent part  in  almost  all  the  important  trials,  he  was 
always  cautious,  always  honorable,  aKva}-s  fair. 
The  influence"  of  his  cxamjjle  had  had  much  to  (lo 
in  giving  to  our  Bar  its  en\  iable  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  most  honorable  and  courteous  in  Xew 
England.  The  younger  meml)ers.  with  his  daily 
exani]i!e  before  them,  were  led  to  know  that  tricl:- 
ery,  dishonesty  and  sharp  practice  have  no  place 
in  the  qualifications  of  a  great  and  successful 
lawyer.  Mr.  Hyde  felt  sure  he  expressed  the  feel 
ings  of  the  younger  brethren  present  when  he  de- 
clared that  to  the  Flartford  Ctrraity  Bar  his  loss  -^vas 
irrenara!;!c." 


Mr.  J'erkins'  cliildren  were:  ( i)  Frederick  B., 
Perkins,  born  Sept.  27,  1S2S,  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
j  married  I\Iay  21,  1S57,  :\Lary  Westcott,  of  Provi- 
:  dence,  R.  L,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Clarissa 
;  (  Perkins)  Westcott.  Their  children  were:  Thomas 
H.  (deceased),  Thomas  A.,  Charlotte  A.,  and  Julia 
I  De  W.  (deceased). 

(2)  Emily  B.  Perkins,  born  Nov.  23,  1S29,  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  married  Oct.  13,  1852,  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Everett  Hale,  D.  D.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  son 
of  Hon.  Nathan  Hale.  Their  children  were:  Al- 
exander, (deceased)  ;  Ellen  D.,  born  Feb.  11,  1S55; 
Arthur,  born  Aug.  12,  1S59;  Charles  A.  (deceased)  ; 
Edward  E.,  born  P'eb.  18,  1863;  Philip,  born  }*Iay 
21,  1865;  Herbert,  born  July  22,  1866;  Henry  K., 
born  June  6,  186S  (deceased)  ;  and  Robert,  born 
Sept.  5,  1870  (deceased). 

(3)  Charles  E.  PilRkixs^  born  March  23,  1S32, 
j  in  Hartford,  married,  Aug.  29,  1S55,  Lucy  Si. 
I  .A.dams,  of  Boston.  He  graduated  from  Williams 
!  College,  Massachusetts,  in  1853,  then  studied  law 
j  with  his  father  in  Hartford,  and  was  admitted  to  the 

Bar  in  1855.  He  has  resided  in  Hartford  e\-er  since 
as  a  partner  with  his  father  while  he  lived,  and  after 
his  death  alone  until  1892,  when  his  son  Arthur  was 
admitted  to  a  partnersh-ip.    ]Mr.  and  -Mrs.  Perkins 
have  had  children  as  follows  :  Mary  R.,  born  July  22, 
1857,  married  in  1887  Rev.  Sidney  D.  Hooker,  of 
Dillon,  IMont. ;  Emily  IL,  born  Jan.  23,  1861,  married 
I  in  1888  Howard  H.  Knapp.  of  Bridgeport;  Arthur, 
1  burn  ]May  16,  1864,  graduated  at  Yale  College  in 
i  1887,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1889,  and  since 
■  1892  has  practiced  law  with  his  father  under  the 
firm  name  of  Perkins  &  Perkins  (  he  married  Miss 
Aniy  Dennison,  of  Philadelphia,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter. Helen  Perkins)  ;  Lucy  A.  was  born  Oct.  23, 
i  1865;  and  Thomas  C.  was  born  May  16,  1873. 
I        (4)  Catherine  B.  Perkins,  born  ^^lav  3.  1836, 
j  married  in  1859  William  C.  Gilman,  of  Xew  York, 
i  She  died  Nov.   15,   1879.    Their  children  were: 
I  Theodora  (deceased)  :  Bessie  (deceased)  ;  Hough- 
ton, born  Aug.  8,  18C7;  and  Francis,  born  Dec.  15, 
1870. 

1  ALBERT  P.  PITKTX  (deceased),  for  many 
i  years  a  leading  business  man  of  ILartford,  was  a  rep- 
j  resentative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families,  tracing  his 
I  descent  frorn  William  Pitkin,  a  pioneer  of  East 
I  Hartford. 

j       The  name  has  long  been  identified  with  a  high 
urder  of  citizenship,  and  among  other  metribers  of 
j  the  family  who  have  attained  distinction  arc  Wiil- 
I  iam  and  Ozia?  Pitkin,  sons  of  the  pioneer,  who 
!  were  arnong  the  most  noted  lawyers  and  politicians 
1  nl  their  time  :  William  Pitkin,  governor  of  the  cftlony 
I  from  1766  to  1769;  Col.  John  Pitkin,  brother  of  tiie 
I  governor,  who  was  licuteiiant-colonel  in  1755  and 
I  colonel  in  17.^^'.  and  led  his  command  against  Crown 
I'oint  in  175.^  in  the  expedition  under  Cen.  Lyman; 
and  Col.  W'illiarn  IMtkin,  son  of  the  governor,  who 
was  in   1758  at)i>'>iute(i  major  of  the  Connecticut 
forces  raised  for  the  expedition  against  Canada, 
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^crwu  liiiou-h  the  campai-M,  under  Gou.  Aher- 
croinbic,  and  acquired  the  reputation  of  a  faiiliful 
Jnd  i^allant  officer  ;  during-  the  greater  part  of  tlie 
Kevohuionary  war  he  wa^  a  member  of  the  Council 
■of  Safety. 

\\  ilham  Titkin.  the  pi>-ineer,  was  horn  in  16^3  at 
ar\'leboiie,  near  i^undon.  JCngland,  and  came  to 
Hartford  in  1O59.  A  year  later  he  began  teacliing 
school,  being  thereto  euci  ur.iged  by  votes  and  grants 
of  money  by  the  town.  Jie  was  appointed  attorney 
for  the  colony  in  1004.  IJc  bought  land  on  the  east 
.side  of  the  river,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
planters.  He  bequeathed  in  his  will  nearly  ^00 
acres  of  land,  after  having  given  his  two  older  sons 
.a  portion  of  it.  William  J'itkin  tilled  many  public 
offices  with  ability,  and  was  conspicuous  and  intlu- 
ential  in  the  altairs  of  the  colony.  He  annually 
represented  Hartford  in  the  Colonial  Assembly  for 
■a  period  of  fifteen  years,  from  1675  to  1690.  His 
sister  rvlartha  married  Simon  W'olcott,  and  was  an- 
-cestress  of  five  governors.  He  married  Hannah 
Goodwin,  only  daughter  of  Hon.  Ozias  and  Aviary 
(Woodward)  Goodwin,  the  progenitors  of  the 
Goodwin  fatnilv  in  Connecticut.  ^Ir.  Goodwin  was 
born  in  England  in  1596,  and  came  to  America  wdth 
Jvev.  Thomas  Hooker. 

Roger  Pitkin,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent, 
married  Hannah  Stanley.  Jonathan  Pitkin  married 
Kebccca  Smith.  Jonathan  Pitkin  (_2j  njarried  Lucy 
Steele.  Ezekiel  Pitkin  married  Euphemia  Chap- 
man. Dennison  Pitkin,  our  subject's  father,  married 
Phoebe  Dunham  Turner. 

Albert  P.  Pitkin  was  born  Feb.  27,  1829,  at  East 
Hartford,  on  the  original  homestead  purchased  from 
the  Indians  in  1684  by  \\'illiam  Pitkin,  the  pioneer. 
^Vhen  a  young  man  he  went  to  Hartford  and  entered 
the  employ  of  Gilbert  &  Cowles,  tinners  and  furnace 
iiiakers,  of  whom  lie  learned  his  trade.  He  was 
afterward  employed  bv  the  Culvers  of  New  York, 
the  leading  furnace  manufacturers  of  the  country  at 
that  time.  Returning  to  Hartford  in  1849,  ^""C  went 
into  partnership  with  D.  L.  Bidwell,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bidwell,  Pitkin  &  Co.  In  1858  he  formed 
another  co-partnership,  with  his  brother  Norman 
T.,  for  the  manufacture  of  steam  goods,  etc.  At 
this  date  the  heating  of  buildings  by  steam  was  but 
little  known.  This  was  the  onlv  concern  of  the 
kind,  of  any  considerable  note,  between  Boston  and 
New  York,  and  Mr.  Pitkin  was  one  of  the  leading 
steam  engineers  in  New  England.  Not  long  after- 
■ward  the  firm  of  Pitkin  Brothers  &  Co.  was  formed, 
■consisting  of  A.  P.  Pitkin  f senior  member),  N.  T. 
Pitkin  and  Charles  A.  Pitkin,  and  George  C.  Root. 
iMr.  Root  shortly  afterward  withdrew  from  the 
firm  and  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he  died;  C.  A. 
Pitkin  also  severed  his  connection  with  the  firm,  be- 
cause of  failing  health,  and  is  now  in  Arroyo 
Grande,  Cal.  A.  P.  Pitkin  was  the  directing  spirit 
in  this  firm,  whose  work  stands  as  high  as  any  of  its 
kind  throughout  the  country.  He  was  for  more 
than  fortv  years  a  director  of  the  Farmers  8c  Me- 
chanics Bank,  having  been  first  appointed  to  the 


:  position  by  the  State.    From  1S66  to  1871  he  was 
a  member  of  the  be^ard  of  water  comn:issioners,  and 
was  iiistruinental  in  securing  the  estabiisinnent  of 
the  present  system  of  water  supply.    He  was  also 
instrumental   in   founding  the   Hartford  Light  & 
Power  Co..  of  which  he  was  a  director  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  a.nd  he  also  took  an  active  interest  in 
;  the  liartford  J'.oard  of  Trade.    He  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Putnam  Phalanx,  and  was 
a  1-reemason  of  long  standing,  having  taken-  tlie 
thirty-second  degree  m  that  fraternity.    Mr.  Pitkin 
^  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society, 
and  the  author  of  the  i'itkin  Genealogy,  which  was 
published  in  1887,  and  for  which  membership  in  the 
:  Hark  Man  Society  oi  Blackheath,  Rent,  England,  was 
conferred  upon  him.    This  work,  which  stands  higii 
i  among  the  genealogical  literature  of  the  day,  was  a 
;  lifelong  labor  of  love  with  its  author,  and  is  an  en- 
;  during  monument  to  his  energy  and  devotion,  es- 
I  pecially  as  it  was  compiled  in  tlie  midst  of  a  life  of 
;  unusual  business  activity.    Mr.  Pitkin  was  a  libera! 
]  supporter  of  the  churches  of  the  town,  and  liad 
i  been  a  regular  attendant  at  the  First  Church  for 
many  years.    He  was  a  kind,  genial,  generous  man, 
:  de\-otedIy  attached  to  his  family,  and  beloved  and 
j  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.    Fie  was  a  man  of 
sterling  business  qualities,  scrupulouslv  upright,  and 
I  always  careful  for  the  welfare  of  everyone  in  his  em- 
1  ploy.    He  believed  in  the  right  of  every  man  to  his 
freedom  in  the  broadest  application  of  the  term,  and 
was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
;  from  the  time  of  its  formation.    Plis  death,  which 
;  occurred  Feb.  21,  1S92,  caused  sincere  mourning 
I  among  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances  in  Flartford 
and  elsewhere,  and  called  forth  many  tokens  of  re- 
spect and  aft'ection.    The  funeral,  which  was  held 
at  his  residence,  was  largely  attended. 

On  Nov.  4,  185 1,  ]\Ir.  Pitkin  married  Miss  Jane 
Ann  Hastings,  who  was  born  Dec.  8,  1828,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Henry  and  Sarah  Ann  (Dewey)  Hast- 
ings. Capt.  Henry  Hastings  was  a  leading  citizen 
of  Hartford  for  many  years,  and  he  and  his  father, 
Benjamin  Hastings,  were  elected  collectors  of  the 
taxes  of  the  town  and  city  of  Hartford.  Conn.,  for 
thirtv  consecutive  vears.  Mrs.  Pitkin  died  Feb.  I, 
1876,  leaving  three  sons:  Albert  FL.  of  Hartford; 
Howard  S.,  of  East  Hartford;  and  William  T.,  of 
Hartford,  all  yet  living.  In  1889  Mr.  Pitkin  mar- 
ried Miss  Julia  Louise  Goodwin,  daughter  of 
Florace  Ely  Goodwin,  of  Hartford,  and  she  sur- 
vives him. 

EDWARD  H.  SMILEY.  A.  M.,  for  a  decade 
past  connected  with  the  Flartford  Public  High 
School,  and  its  efficient  principal  since  1895,  well 
and  favorably  known  to  the  educators  of  New  l%ng- 
land.  among  whom  he  has  taken  high  rank. 

Born  Aug.  17,  1852,  in  \\'insl(:w,  >[aine,  Mr. 
Smiley  is  a  son  of  Reuel  and  Laura  (  Webber)  Smi- 
ley, who  were  natives  of  Sydney  and,  \'assalboro, 
Maine,  respectively,  and  were  farming-  pco[)le  of 
the  vicinity  of  \'assalboro,  where  the  former  died 
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at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  Tlie  mother  sur- 
vived him  many  years,  attaining  the  atlvanced  age  of  ■ 
eighty-three.  P.otii  were  identified  with  tlie  Conr  | 
gregaticna)  Chureli  of  tiieir  eommunity.  and  were  ! 
most  estimable  people,  and  held  in  high  regard  by  i 
their  acquaintances  and  friends. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  on  the  i 
farm,  at  work,  and  in  attendance  at  the  common  i 
school  of  the  neighborhood.  At  tlie  carlv  age  of 
si.xteen  he  began  teaching  a  district  school,  and 
continued  so  occupied  more  or  less  for  several 
years  before  completing  his  scholastic  education. 
He  furthered  his  studies  in  the  Coburn  Classical 
Institute,  at  W'aterville.  Maine,  then  entered  Colby 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1S75, 
after  this  event  returning  to  W'aterville,  Maine, 
where  a  high  school  had  just  been  opened;  he  be- 
came its  first  principal,  a  position  he  held  for  eight 
years.  Following;  this,  for  six  years,  he  was  first 
classical  teacher  in  the  Springfield  (^Nlass.)  High 
School.  From  Springfield  he  came  to  Hartford, 
and"  in  September,  1S90,  began  his  relations  with 
the  Hartford  Public  High  School  as  vice-princi- 
pal, continuing  in  such  position  until  3.1av,  1805, 
when  he  was  made  principal,  since  which  time  he  has 
proven  himself  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 
He  is  a  man  of  liberal  education,  thorough,  pos- 
sesses the  requisite  tact  for  management  and  disci- 
pline, and  the  ability  necessarv  to  the  successful 
teacher  and  principal  that  he  is,  as  is  evidenced  in 
his  work  of  a  decade  with  the  one  institution. 

The  schools  of  Hartford  from  almost  the  very 
dawn  of  its-  settlement  have  been  of  a  high  order — • 
in  keeping  with  the  superior  intelligence  and  high 
character  of  the  city's  founders.  The  Colonial 
records  of  Connecticut  show  that  a  Classical  School 
was  in  existence  in  Hartford  as  early  as  the  year 
1638,.  and  before  1662  ten  graduates  of  Harvard 
College,  from  Hartford,  had  received  their  prep- 
aration for  college  in  this  school.  During  that 
period  two  sons  of  Gov.  John  \\'inthrop  were  in 
Hartford  as  pupils.  Another  historic  name,  that 
of  Gov.  Edward  Hopkins,  is  associated  with  the 
early  schools  of  Hartford.  The  high  school  of  the 
city  was  established  in  1847,  under  the  energetic 
and  untiring  efforts  of  such  men  as  James  ^f.  LUmce, 
Amos  'SI.  Collins.  D.  F.  Robinson,  Rev.  Dr.  F.ur- 
gess,  Dr.  Henry  Barnard,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Bushnell. 
The  first  high  school  building,  a  plain  three-story 
brick,  was  erected  in  1847;  <inother  was  built,  in  a 
different  locality,  in  iSric),  anrl  enlarged  in  1S77. 
This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  188.2.  and 
in  May  of  the  same  vear  the  first  stone  of  the  foun- 
dation of  the  present  fire-proof  structure,  built  in 
the  secular  Gothic  style,  was  erected;  to  it  in  1S96 
an  extension  was  made,  and  it  stands  to-dav  the 
largest  and  best  equipped  high  school  building  in 
New  England.  Among  the  principals  of  the  school 
have  been  Joshua  D.  Giddings,  Thomas  K.  F.cecher, 
McLauren  F.  Cook.  Cephas  A.  Leach,  T.  \\'.  T. 
Curtis, -Samuel  M.  Capron,  Hiram  .\.  Pratt,  Josepii 
Hall,  Charles  H.  Douglas  and  Edward  H.  Smiley. 


in  the  rejwrt  of  the  board  of  school  visitors  of 
the  town  of  Hartford,  1899,  it  is  set  fortli  that:  "•Qur 
High  School,  from  the  standpoint  of  equipment, 
teaching,  force  and  far-reaching  po'entiality,  stands 
to-day,  as  in  the  past,  amongst  tiie  foremost  high 
schools  of  the  country.  The  Board,  the  citizens  of 
Hartford,  and  the  thousands  of  children  who  will 
enjoy  the  educational  advantages  of  this  scliool, 
owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  members  of  the  build- 
ing committee,  and  especially  to  Sir.  Charles  E. 
Thompson,  the  chainnan,  and  Sir.  Edward  FL 
Smiley,  the  principal  of  the  school,  for  their  intel- 
ligent and  self-sacrificing  elforts  in  planning  and 
supervising  the  erection  of  this  building."  In  the 
school  there  are  in  attendance  some  nine  hundred 
pupils,  and  forty  teachers  are  employed. 

E\"ERETT  JAMES  McKXlGFFf.  M  D.. 
Hartford,  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  .sur- 
geons in  the  county.  A  native  of  Connecticut,  he 
was  born  June  12,  1855,  in  l^llington.  Tolland  coun- 
ty, and  traces  his  ancestry  to  John  McKnight,  the 
emigrant,  through  James  Dixon,  Horace  and 
John  (2). 

(I)  John  IMcKnight  (i)  was  born  about  the 
year  1712,  in  Scotland,  whence  when  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  came  to  this  country,  first  locating  in  Xew 
Flaven,  Conn.,  where  he  became  a  merchant,  later 
moving  to  Hartford,  and  finally  to  Ellington,  and 
here  he  resided  on  a  farm  in  the  northv.-est  part  of 
the  town  until  liis  death,  in  1785.  While  on  a  trip 
to  England  for  a  cargo  of  goods,  he  married  Je- 
rnslia  Crane,  an  Englishwoman,  and  by  her  had  six 
chiliiren  as  follows:  Thomas,  (H)  John,  Mary,  Je- 
rusha,  Esther  and  Sarah.  The  father  of  these  died 
March  16,  17S5,  the  mother  in  September,  17S3. 

(II)  John  ]\IcKnight,  born  June  18.  1739,  mar- 
ried (first)  Nov.  20,  1762,  Charity  Abbe,  who  dieei 
in  1798;  he  married  (second  )  Slay  27,  17O'-;,  Jerusha 
Kent,  born  Slay  25,  1772,  died  .\ug.  11.  1842.  He 
passed  away  Xov.  12,  1837,  the  father  of  thirteen 
children,  as  follows:  Roxia,  born  Sept.  8.  1788. 
married  Park}-  Chapman  ;  Timothy  (twin  of  Roxia) 
died  Oct.  30,  1788:  Horace  was  born  Oct.  23.  i7i;)o; 
Harvey  (twin  of  Horace)  died  ]\Iarch  10.  1806; 
Pollv.  born  May  23,  1792,  married  Flavel  W'hiton. 
died  June  30,  i860;  Chauncey  was  born  Jan.  21, 
1796;  Betsev  was  born  Sept.  12,  1798.  Children  by 
second  marriage:  Charity,  born  April  15.  1800.  mar- 
ried Jabez  Chapman;  Jerusha,  born  June  24.  1802, 
married  Deacon  Simon  Ch;i];man.  and  died  in  Wis- 
consin .\ug.  II,  1842:  Miranda,  born  (.>ct.  i,  1804, 
married  Ilarvev  White,  and  died  in  \  erniDiu  Feb. 
24,  1843;  John,  born  March  2,  1807,  married  Sarah 
.M.  Abbe;  Sarah,  born  Jan.  14,  1810,  married  Helms 
'ierry;  and  Gilbert,  born  Xov.  16,  1812.  married 
Koxianna  Abbe,  and  died  in  Worcester,  .Massa- 
chusetts. 

(III)  Horace  AfcKnight  was  married  Xov.  26, 
1817,  to  Asenatli  Kimball,  who  was  born  .'-^ept.  27, 
1795,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  .Mirirun  (  .Allworth) 
Kimball:  he  died  Dec.  27,  1856,  she  on  Jan.  17, 
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1S57,  tlio  ]iaroiits  of  seven  chiklroii,  as  follows: 
Horace  Kiiiihali,  born  Oct.  20,  1818.  died  Juno  i, 
i8jS;  Alanson  Abbe,  a  fanner,  born  March  25,' 
1821,  died  Oct.  28,  1822:  Henry,  born  Oci.  jo,  182V! 
married  Levia  P.  Cliapnian,  and  died  Dec.  5,  1896, 
in  Springticld,  Mass.  (he  was  a  fanner)  ;  James 
Dixon  was  born  Aug.  9,  1820 ;  Louisa  A^enath.  born 
Jan.  30,  1829,  died  March  10,  1832;  Frances  Ro- 
sclle,  born  INIay  14.  1832,  married  Joseph  Woods,  a 
banker,  and  died  July  17,  1865.  "in  Xcw  Haven, 
Conn.;  and  Adrian  Kimball,  born  Xov.  29,  1836,' 
died  Oct.  I.  1S41.  The  father  of  this  family 
Avas  a  tavern-keeper  at  Entield.  al-o  a  farmer,  and  a 
■well-known  teacher  in  Hartford  county  :  he  was  a 
^^'hig,  and  a  representative  in  the  State  Lc^nslature 
from  Ellington,  Conn.,  one  term,  also  serving  as 
selectman,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  school  visitor, 
for  many  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical Society  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

James  Dixon  ]\IcKnight.  born  Aug.  9, 
1S26,  in  Enfield,  married  Oct.  10.  1850,  ?^Iarv  Fi- 
delia Thompson,  who  was  born  ^lav  22.  1827,  in 
East  ^^'indsor,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (  I'.lls- 
'M-orth)  Thompson,  and  granddaughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Ellsworth,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  who  was 
present  at  the  execution  of  ^Nlajor  Andre.  John 
Thompson,  born  in  1798,  died  in  1874:  his  wife, 
born  in  1800,  died  in  1833.  Their  children  were: 
Sabra  Ann,  born  in  1S24.  who  married  Fitch 
Stoughton,  of  A^ernon :  ]\Iarv  Fidelia.  'Sirs.  'Slc- 
Knigb.t ;  Julia  Salina.  born  in  i82q.  who  married 
Newton  Booth,  of  East  Windsor:  Edv.-in  Franklin, 
born  in  1S31.  who  married  a  Miss  r^Iorrell:  ^fartha 
Aurelia,  born  in  1833,  who  married  Allen  Pascoe, 
of  East  Windsor:  Sophronia,  born  in  1835;  Emily 
■  Eleanor,  born  in  183S,  who  married  James  R.  Stiles, 
of  East  Windsor:  John,  born  in  1840;  and  Elizabeth 
Mabel,  born  in  1842,  who  married  a  ^Ir.  Xewell. 
Children  were  born  to  ^Ir.  and  }.Irs.  McKnight  as 
follows:  !Mary  Louisa,  born  Aug.  31.  1852,  married 
George  Booth,  a  farmer  of  Enfield  (no  children)  ; 
Everett  James,  our  subject,  sketch  of  whom  follow'S ; 
John  Thompson,  born  May  29,  i860:  married  Julia 
Kimball,  and  lias  three  children  (he  is  citv  engineer 
of  Rockvillc)  :  Nellie  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  29,  1S63, 
died  Aug.  20.  1890,  unmarried  :  and  Floward  Florace, 
born  Aug.  13,  1865.  is  married  and  has  four  chil- 
dren fhe  manages  his  father's  farm).  All  the  fam- 
ily unite  with  the  Congregational  Church. 

Dr.  E.  J.  ^McKnight  received  his  earlier  educa- 
tion at  FlalTs  familv  school  in  his  native  town,  El- 
lington, Conn.,  and  his  preparation  for  college  \vas 
made  at  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School,  in  New 
Haven.  From  there  be  went  to  Yale,  entering  the 
class  of  1876,  in  which  among  others  were  Arthur 
Twining  Hadlev.  now  president  of  Yale.  W^illiam 
"Waldo  H}de  and  others.  While  in  Yale  Dr.  Mc- 
Knight took  ereat  interest  in  athletics,  and  during 
his  course  h.ad  much  to  do  with  dcvcloi)ing  interest 
in  football,  being  one  of  its  earlv  advocates.  He 
was  connected  with  the  club  in  an  official  capacity 
during  almost  his  entire  course,  being  treasurer  of 


:  the  orgam"zaiion  in  his  sophomore  year,  secretarv  in 
I  his  junior  year,  and  president  in  his  senior  year, 
'  liersonally  making  most  of  the  ararngemeius  for  the 
,  hist  game  between  Vale  and  Harvard.  .After  b.is 
;  graduation  from  ilie  reguhir  course  at  Yale  our 
j  subject  took  one  year  at  "i'ale  Medical  School,  and 
then  at  once  proceeded  to  Xew  York  in  order  to 
j  further  prepare  himself  for  the  medical  profession. 
I  -After  three  years  of  hard  painstaking  studv  at  the 
j  College  of  Physicians  and  Sm-geons  he  received  his 
I  degree  of  M.  D.,  in  1879.  -^^t  once  locating  at  J  .ast 
j  Hartford,  he  for  fourteen  and  one-half  years  prac- 
I  ticed  his  profession  with  nuich  acceptance  to  the 
I  people  :  indeed,  it  has  been  truthfully  said  of  him  that 
I  his  success  was  that  of  a  painstaking  physician,  who 
i  drew  to  himself  the  patronage  of  the  verv  best  fam- 
j  ilies  as  well  as  that  of  the  great  masses  of  the  com- 
I  munity.  His  practice  having  increased  so  largely 
j  in  East  Hartford.  Dr.  ]\IcKnight  opened  an  office 
j  in.  the  Batterson  building,  on  .Asylum  street,  at  the 
j  corner  of  High  street,  Hartford.  For  several  \-ears 
j  he  remained  in  that  location,  and  in  July.  1897.  he 
i  came  to  his  present  quarters.  No.  110  High  street, 

wdiere  he  has  a  very  convenient  office. 
I  On  Feb.  8,  1881,  Dr.  McKnight  was  uniteil  in 
I  marriage  with  ^liss  Al'etba  T.  Lindsley,  of  Xew 
HaN'en,  Conn.  They  have  one  daughter,  Rachel, 
j  born  Aug.  9,  1889.  The  Doctor  has  filled  and  is 
I  now^  filling  a  large  number  of  responsible  profes- 
i  sional  positions  in  the  societies  and  with  railroads 
'  and  life  insurance  companies.  He  is  a  member  of 
I  the  City,  County  and  State  3iledical  Societies.  In 
I  1898,  by  virtue  of  his  long  service  as  railroad  sur- 
i  geon  for  the  X'ew  England  Railroad  Co..  he  was 
I  chosen  a  vice-president  of  the  Liternational  Asso- 
1  ciation  of  Railroad  Surgeons.  In  1899  he  became 
j  attached  to  the  Hartford  Hospital  in  the  ver\  re- 
I  sponsible  position  of  orthopedic  surgeon,  and  was 
i  later  first  assistant  surgeon  in  that  institution,  of 
!  which,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  ^I.  Storres,  June  9,  1900, 
I  he  was  appointed  visiting  surgeon.  He  is  also  con- 
j  suiting  surgeon  to  the  Hartford  Orphan  .\s\linn. 
j  In  X^^ovember,  1899.  our  subiect  became  medical 
I  director  of  the  Hartford  Life  Insurance  Co.,  under 
its  new  management,  a  position  which  he  fills  with 
the  utinost  satisfaction  to  the  company  and  its  pol- 
icy holders. 

I       Dr.  McKnight  represented  tb.e  town  of  I'.ast 
i  Hartford  in  the  General  Assembly  during  the  ses- 
sion of  1893,  and  was  Hou.se  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Fisheries  and  of  the  committee  on  I'uliiic 
Health.    His  professional  cares  of  neccssitv  restrict 
I  him  from  activelv  participating  in  affairs  of  a  po- 
i  litical  character,  but  he  nevertheless  has  the  welfare 
I  of  the  citv  in  miml.    He  is  a  man  of  social  leanings, 
i  but  has  been  too  busy  to  coimect  himself  with  anv 

secret  organizations. 
1  Dr.  McKnight  is  a  member  of  the  Yale  .Alumni 
!  .\ssociation  of  the  citv  of  Hartford,  of  tb'>  well- 
I  known  Colonial  Club,  ami  of  tlie  Twentieth  Centurv 
j  Club.  He  is  a  g^reat  adnn'rer  of  the  ceramic  art, 
and  has  one  of  the  finest  collections  in  the  city. 
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llOX.  AIJ'RKD  I'DML-XD  BURR,  the  I 
fouiulcr  of  T/ic  Hartford  l)aUy  Tunes,  and  for  ' 
sixty  years  its  editor  and  ]ni!i!isher,  and  in  wlio?e  : 
death,  on  Jan.  8.  1900.  llariford  lo-t  one  of  its  ! 
foremost  citizens,  and  the  State  and  Xation  one  of  i 
the  forceful  and  most  inthicntia!  mr.ldrrs  of  pubhc  ' 
opinion  thronj^h  the  Press,  had  the  distinction  of  ' 
beinn;  the  oldest  editor  in  Xew  lingland.  if  not  in  ! 
the  I'nited  States.  "  ! 

Born  March    27,  181 5.    in    Hartford,  son    of  j 
James  and  Liicretia  (Olcott")  Burr,  the  veteran  edi-  ! 
tor  was  in  the  fullest  sen>e  a  Hartford  and  Con- 
necticut man,  for  three  of  his  ancestors  were  orig- 
inal proprietors  of  the  town  of  Hartford  some  260 
and  more  years  ago,  and  here  have  lived  through 
all  of  that  period  the  direct  line  of  his  Burr  ances- 
tors.    On  h.is  paternal  side,  P>enjaniin  Burr,  the  j 
founder  of  the  Hartford  branch  of  tlie  family,  was  i 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  city  in  1635,  and  one  of 
■the  original  proprietors  in   1639,  and  from  him  | 
Editor  Burr  was  a  descendant  in  the  fifth  genera-  i 
lion,  his  line  being  through  Thomas,  Thomas  (2),  | 
■and  James  Burr.    On  his  mother's  side  he  was  a  j 
.  <lescendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Thomas 
Olcott,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Hartford  j 
in  1639,  who  was  a  merchant,  and  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  trade  and  cotiimerce  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut;  for  generations  his  descendants  were 
prominent   and    influential   in   Hartford.     Editor  j 
Burr's  line  from  Thomas  Olcott  is  through  Samuel,  I 
Thomas   (2),   Joseph,   Toseph   (2),  and  Lucretia 
(Olcott)  Burr.' 

James  Burr,  the  father  of  Editor  Burr,  was 
engaged  in  the  East  India  trade  near  the  close  of 
the  eighteenth  centurv,  when  two  of  liis  brigs  were  [ 
captured  bv  French  privateers,  and  still  another  i 
was  lost  in  a  gale  off  the  Barbadoes,  and  to  meet 
Tiis  obligations  he  sold  a  large  and  valuable  tract  j 
of  land,  upon  which  the  central  portion  of  the  city  \ 
of  Cleveland  is  now  situated.    This  loss  rendered  j 
liim  financially  unable  to  support  his  large  family  in 
the  manner  he  desired.  j 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  Alfred  E.  Burr  entered  j 
the  employ  of  George  Goodwin  &  Sons,  then  the  [ 
publishers  of  TJie  Connecticut  Courant.  Young 
T>urr's  capability  was  quickly  recognized  by  the 
Goodwins,  and  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  filled  the  responsible  position  of  foreman 
in  the  ofilice.    In  1836  the  proprietors  of  the  Conr- 
<inf,  who  had  become  much  attached  to  him,  and 
fully  appreciated  his  ability  and  integrity,  proposed 
to  sell  him  the  paper  on  very  unusual  and  favorable 
terms,  an  offer  that  few  voung  men  without  means 
would  have  had  the  moral  courage  to  decline.  The 
ofTer  was  coupled,  however,  with  the  conditions 
that  he  shoulcl  attend    a    certain  denominational 
church,  and  adopt  the  political  faith  upheld  by  the 
paper.     Both  of  the  stipulations  were  distasteful 
to  Mr.  Burr,  and  he  was  oblig'ed  to  reject  what  was 
intended  as  the  kindliest  of  proposals. 

Tlie  Hartford  Tinics  was  then  published  as  a 
M'eekly  and  semi-weekly  pai)er.    Early  in  the  year 


1838  Jones  &  Watts,  the  |)ul)!i>;ier.->.  laik-d  in  busi- 
ness and  suddenly  left  the  city.  Soon  afterward 
John  M.  Xiles.  (lideon  Welles,  and  one  or  two 
otlK-rs,  came  into  possession  of  the  Tunes  estab- 
Iishinent.  They  _indu.-ed  Henry  A.  :\Iitche!I,  then 
State's  attorney  for  Hartford  county,  to  resign  liis 
office  and  lake  charge  of  the  Times.  He  became 
sole^proprietor  in  May  of  that  year.  In  Xovember, 
1S38.  Mr.  r.urr  called  at  the  Tijnes  office,  aixl  in- 
quit- ed  of  Mr.  Mitchell  if  he  would  dispose  of  a 
half-interest  in  the  paper.  He  suggested  to  the 
proprietor  that  the  paper  could  be  greatly  im- 
proyed._  mechanically  at  least,  and  referred  to  sev- 
eral existing  features  in  its  publication  which 
might  bti  advantageously  changed.  Gideon  Welles 
was  present  on  that  occasion,  and  it  was  then  that 
he  and  I\Ir.  Burr  formed  an  acquaintance  wdiicli 
npened  into  a  lifelong  personal  friendship.  iNIr. 
\\  ellcs  subsequently  admitted  to  Mr.  Burr  that  he 
had  urged  Mr.  Mitchell  to  sell  him  the  half-inter- 
est. During  a  later  interview  with  I\Ir.  ]^Iitche!i 
an  agreement  was  entered  into,  to  take  effect  Jan. 
I,  1839.  at  which  time  iSlr.  Burr  took  charge,  os- 
tensibly, of  the  mechanical  department  of  the 
Tunes,  although,  during  the  following  two  years, 
he  did  considerable  editorial  work,  particularly  in 
connection  with  the  news  service.  X'ear  the  close 
of  the  year  1840,  Mr.  Burr  purchased  the  other 
half-interest  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  took  full  pos- 
session of  the  establishment  on  Jan.  i,  1841.  On 
3*rarch  2,  of  that  year,  he  began  the  publication  of 
the  Daily  Times,  as  a  morning  paper.  X'o  pros- 
pectus had  been  circulated,  but  after  a  I)rief  can- 
vass three  hundred  subscribers  were  obtained,  and 
the  new  daily  was  issued.  But  there  was  a  demand 
for  an  eyening  paper,  especially  from  the  \yorking 
men.  and  about  two  ^yeeks  later  ]\fr.  Burr  changed 
the  morning  to  an  evening  journal.  In  the  course 
of  a  year  the  daily  circulation  reached  a  thousand 
copies,  and  in  two  years  about  two  tliousand. 

Air.  Burr  had  no  working  capital  at  that  time, 
and  no  one  to  "back"  him.  lie  had  given  six  per 
cent,  notes  on  purchasing  the  small  plant,  which 
had  grown  steadily  under  his  management,  and  it 
required  hard  work  and  the  strictest  economy  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  and  pay  interest  as  it 
l)ecame  due.  But  his  industry  and  indomitable  \yin 
])reyailed,  and  he  succeeded  in  making  improve- 
ments in  the  paper,  and  reducing  his  indebtedness 
each  year  until  he  was  clear  of  debt.  His  ambi- 
tion was  to  make  the  Times  the  foremost  paper  in 
the  State.  He  spared  neither  labor  nor  expense  in 
pusiiing  the  paper  ahead,  often  refusing  nomina- 
tions for  the  highest  offices  within  the  gift  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  preferring  to  make  his  paper 
successful  rather  than  to  accept  political  honors. 
In  later  years  his  past  labors  upon  th.e  Times  were 
justh-  rewarded.  The  following  is  extracted  from 
the  i'^suc  of  the  Times  on  the  morning  of  Mr.  Burr's 
death : 

His  relations  wtTc  close  with  tin.-  I)t?inocr;Uic  Irmicrs  of 
Cunneclicut  during  the  early  years  of  the  daily  issue  of  this 
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naper.  His  duties  bunmlit  liim  in  close  assocuition  with 
Jolm  M.  Niks,  ('.Kleon  \\  rlios,  l.nroii  1'.  i'ease,  .ind  I  lioaias 
li.  Seynitnir.  The  vakie  of  the  daily  [iresence  ut  such  men 
al  the  7V//<<,y  alhce  was  very  great  to  tlie  voun'^  editor. 
was  (juielly  developir.i;  iiuo  a  persuasive  and  inllaential 
writer,  while  maintaining-  his  close  relations  with  them. 
These  mei>  there  discussed  the  leaUiOL':  questions  ot  the  day, 
and  other  questions  of  a  wnrld-wide  ^ntore^t.  Yoiin,:  Buri" 
had  the  bciietit  of  almost  daily  discussions  of  polilicafques- 
tions  hy  ihuse  men  of  stroni:  intellects  and  lirni  convictions. 
It  was  a  rare  and  peculiar  school,  and,  in  the  languaije  of  .Mr. 
Burr,  himseli,  we  •'douht  whether  anv  other  younV  man  ut 
that  day,  bi  cinninc  a  career  of  i  )urnalism,  had  the  benelit 
of  a  school  at  all  .ipproaching  its  wide  scope  of  knowledge 
and  clear-iieaded  Lrrasf)  ot  the  broad  principles  of  Deiiurc- 
racy.  and  tlie  duNlinction  in  the  intricate  political  inachinerv 
of  the  State  and  Federal  Covernmeius  upon  wtiich  our 
republic  was  foantled." 

It  was  under  such  inspiration  as  this  that  Mr.  Burr's 
style  as  a  political  writer  was  formed,  and  for  more  than 
forty-tive  years  nearly  everything  relating  to  politics,  Na- 
tional and  State,  tiiat  ai)peared  in  the  Tum-.s  came  from  his 
hand.  He  believed  the  best  way  to  inculcate  ideas  and 
principles  was  for  men  to  meet  each  other.  Hence  he  was 
not  a  polemical  wntei.and  he  never  issued  his  editorial 
projectiles  over  the  heads  of  those  whom  he  addressed.  He 
neither  assumed  a  lofty  intellectual  superiority  to  tb.e  men 
who  bought  his  newspaper  from  day  to  day,  nor  did  he  make 
the  error  of  assuming  that  their  stock  of 'ideas  was  greater 
than  it  really  was.  He  wrote  and  spoke  as  a  plain  American 
man  and  addressing  plain  American  men,  and  he  early 
acquired  the  habit  ot  lucid  and  terse  statement  which  made 
the  happiest  impressions  upon  the  minds  of  his  daiiv  read- 
ers. In  the  sharp  piilitical  controversies  which  rose  prior 
to  and  during  the  Civil  war  much  incisive,  biting  give-and- 
take  was  inevitable,  yet  bitter  antagonisms, even  with  political 
opponents,  were  never  to  his  liking,  and  he  rarely  indulged 
in  those  acrid  personalities  which  made  the  columns  of  the 
,  political  newspapers  in  New  York  such  reservoirs  of  Billings- 
gate, w-hen  \\"ebb,  Greeley,  Raymond,  the  elder  Bennett, 
Hugh  Hastings,  and  others  of  their  day,  set  the  pace 
in  the  political  journalism  of  the  metropolis.  Mr.  Burr 
made  the  'J'i/,n'-y  a  Dennjcratic  newspaper  of  the  most  stead- 
fast and  rock-bound  f|uality,  and,  standing  on  that  ground,  he 
adhered  hrmly  to  his  princiides  when  the  organization  was 
threatened  with  disruption  by  unwise  leadership.  With  all 
his  might  he  opposed  the  movement  to  repeal  the  Missouri 
Compromise,  and  when  that  unfortunate  act  led  on  to  the 
fatal  schism  of  1860  he  stood  with  the  supporters  of  Breck- 
enridge  and  the  South,  against  Stephen  A.  Douglas  and  the 
doctrines  of  squatter  sovereignty,  and  was  most  intfuential 
in  the  large  vote  Connecticut  cast  for  Breckenriiige,  as  com- 
pared with  other  New  England  States.  He  beheved  that 
the  war  which  broke  out  in  iJ^dl  had  been  needlessly  forced 
upon  the  country,  and  that  it  might  have  been  averted  by  a 
wise  spirit  of  conservatism  and  adherence  to  Democratic 
principles,  and  so  did  not  swerve  from  his  consistent  course, 
and  when  another  four  ytars  rolled  around  nearly  49  per 
cent,  of  the  total  x  ote  of  Connecticut  supported  the  policy 
advocated  by  the  lines.  He  stood  in  the  storms  of  those 
days  like  adamant  for  what  he  believed  to  be  sound  and 
conservative  [jrinciples  in  government,  and  there  is  proba- 
bly no  man  to-day  who  will  dare  to  say  that  his  motives  at 
that  tmie  were  not  as  pure  and  as  [patriotic  as  when,  over 
thirty  years  afterward,  in  the  campaign  of  1896,  the  Tunes, 
with  his  entire  aciquiescence,  rei^udiated  the  heresies  which 
Populists,  disguised  as  [democrats,  had  thrust  into  the  party 
platform,  and  aided  with  all  its  influence  in  defeating  the 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  whose  election  would  have 
aimed  a  death-blow  at  the  public  credit. 

From  the  time  \shen  Mr.  Burr  hrst  made  the  Thnes' 
influence  felt  as  a  political  newspa[jer  in  Connecticut  his 
relation  to  the  organization  of  the  party  became  an  intimate 
one,  and  his  activity  in  party  work  during  political  cam- 
paigns was  second  to  that  of  no  other  man  in  the  Demo- 
cratic ranks.  For  many  years  no  Democratic  platform  was 
adopted  in  Connecticut  which  was  not  wholly  or  in  part 
prepared  by  him.  In  cam|jaign  after  campaign  he  raised 
all  nfoney  that  was  obtained  lor  party  work,  never  failing 
himself  t<j  be  a  large  contributor. 


I'  Mr.  JUirr  was  repeatedly  a  delegate  to  Xational 
j  Democratic  coiivciuions,  and  on  those  occa.sious  his 
iiitliiciice  was  not  small.  In  the  campaign  of  iSjo 
he  came  into  intimate  relations  with  Hon.  Samuel 
j.  Tildcn.  and  in  the  election  that  followed  the 
i  State  of  C\inncctictit  was  carried  for  thai  gentle- 
I  man  by  a  plurality  of  2.900  over  liases,  and  a  ma- 
i  jority  of  ],~I2  over  all.  lie  was  a  delegate  to  the 
I  convention  held  at  Cincinnati,  in  18S0,  and  eight 
\  years  later  was  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
I  Kesoltitions  at  the  Democratic  Xational  convention 
'  which  met  at  St.  Louis  and  renominated  Grover 
I  Cleveland,  and  it  was  under  Air.  r>urr"s  leadership 
;  that  the  iilatform  reported  to  the  committee  de- 
I  clared  for  a  "fair  and  careftil  revision  of  our  tax 
\  laws,  with  due  allowance  for  the  better  wages  of 
1  American  and  foreign  labor."  Throughout  his 
j  whole  career  ^Nlr.  Burr  neglected  ito  opportunity 
i  to  maintain  the  need  of  guarding  the  interests  of 
the  laboring  man  in  the  framing  of  tariff  laws,  and 
j  it  was  his  care  for  the  wage  earner's  interest  which 
I  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  numerical  strength  iit  Connecticut.  He  was 
i  never  at  any  time  a  seeker  for  political  office,  X'a- 
I  tional,  State  or  local,  yet  he  served  with  great  hdel- 
I  ity  two  terms  in  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  being 
i  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Education, 
I  by  a  Republican  speaker. 

1       2ilr.  Burr  'early  saw  the  importance  of  new 
I  manufacturing  enterprises  to  the  growth  of  Hart- 
:  ford  and  the  Times,  and  no  man  was  more  active 
i  than  he  in  seeking  to  enlarge  the  opportunities  for 
I  highly  paid  labor  in  Hartford.    He  took  an  active 
I  part  in  aiding  Col.  Colt  in  establishing  his  great 
i  plant.  He  was  a  member  and  chairman  of  the  com- 
i  missions  in  1873  which  built  the  State  Capitol,  and 
j  the  enormous  work  was  carried  on  withotit  exceed- 
I  ing  the  appropriation,  and  to  the  accomplishment 
I  of  this  end  much  was  due  to  his  good  management 
'  and  unilinching  firmness  and  vigilance.    Again,  he 
!  was  useful  to  the  public  service  as  chairman  of  the 
j  committee  to  sell  Hartford's  old  town  farm  prop- 
erty in  such  a  manner  as  to  yield  a  handsome  sum 
]  to  the  city.    He  was  ever  a  friend  and  influential 
j  supporter  of  the  Hartford  Public  High  School, 
I  and  did  much  to  help  it  when  there  was  great  op- 
i  position  to  its  plans.    He  was  largely  instrumental 
in  carrying  through  the  scheme  for  Bushnell  Park, 
which  was  also  bitterly  opposed.    He  saw  the  pos- 
sibilities of  that  waste  spot  and  backed  the  project. 
He  was  an  original  member  of  the  street  board  of 
Hartford,  appointed  in  1872,  and  served  thereon 
until  1876.    To  him  also  is  due  a  large  share  of 
the  credit  for  the  establishment  of  the  West  Hart- 
ford reservoir  system.    He  saw  more  clearly  than 
others  at  that  time  the  neeil  of  a  supply  superior 
to  that  of  the  Connecticut  river,  which  even  then 
was  contaminated.    He  was  a  member  of  the  State 
board  of  health  from  1877  to  1893,  and  its  presi- 
dent from  1885.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
pardons  from  1883  to  1897. 

As  appropriate  at  this  place  is  given  the  reso- 
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lutioii  adoptcij  ,-it  a  nicciiiig-  of 
ness  Men's  Association  at  the 
death  : 


ilie  ilartlord  lUisi- 
tinie  of  Mr.  Llurr's 


ot 


ic  was  rcLognizfd  for  more  than  half  a  ccnturv  as  an 
actue  promoter,  by  ^n-n  and  word,  of  every  enterprise  for 
the  welfare  and  advancement  of  his  native  'citv  He  ^-uc 
h-s  vahiable  aid  in  makin-  Hartford  the  important  busine-s 
center  that  it  is  to-d.y,  and  he  was  always  foremost  bv  his 
personal  labor  and  example  in  forwardins;  the  ^nowth  of  the 
city  as  a  municipality  and  the  benefits  as  individual  Hi< 
active  participation  in  many  lar-e  enterprises,  and  his  con~ 
nection  with  some  of  the  city's  s^realest  bankm-,  insurance 
and  inanutacturing  corporations,  tjave  him  a  close  insi  -  hi  mto 
the  Dusiness  life  and  needs  of  Hartford,  and,  knowin-  ihem 
he  was  earnest  in  his  labors  for  the  advancement^  of  the 
people,  alike  by  aid  Irom  his  private  means  and  the  pub- 
licity and  encouragement  given  in  the  columns  of  the  news- 
paper he  controlled. 

Air.  Jjtiri-  was   active  from   the  outset  in  the 
Good  Clttb,  an  organization  of  bovs  for  their 

advancenient_  and  own  good,  and  was  instrumental 
in  securing  lor  tliem  the  building  they  occupy,  and 
he  was  president  of  the  club  from  its'  organization, 
in  l88S,  until  his  deatli.  Mr.  Burr  was  always 
ready  to  assist  any  public  enterprise  that  promised 
well  for  the  people,  either  by  co-operation  or  monev, 
For  a  long  term  of  years  he  was  a  trustee  of  Unity 
Church.  He  was  president  of  and  director  in  a 
number  of  business  corporations,  among  them  the 
Diiiie  Savings  Bank,  the  charter  for  which  he  was 
active  in  securing  in  1870  [lit  became  its  first  and 
only  president  up  to  the  time  of  his  death)  ;  Spring 
Grove  Cemetery  Association  ;  and  the  Connecticut 
Fire  Insurance  Co.,  in  which  he  was  a  director  for 
nearly  thirty  years.  .Mr.  Burr  was  the  olde>t  pol- 
icy holder  in  the  Connecticut  ^^lutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.,  his  policy  being  one  of  the  first  issued 
when  the  company  began  business,  in  1846. 

Through  all  the  long  years  of  IMr.  Burr's  busi- 
ness career  his  only  business  partner  in  the  Times 
was  his  brother  Franklin  L.  Burr. 

Some  years  ago  Alfred  E.  Burr  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  brother,  who  came  into  the  business 
in  1854,  and  at  the  time  of  the  former's  withdrawal 
from  the  management  of  the  Times  he  made  a 
deed  of  the  entire  establishment  to  his  son,  W.  O. 
Burr,  who  has  since  been  the  responsible  and  actual 
director  of  the  affairs  of  the  paper. 

A  lovelier,  kinder,  more  unselfish  and  nobler  na- 
ture has  seldom  been  developed  on  earth  than  that 
of  the  late  Alfred  Edmund  Burr.  Those  who 
knew  him  best  have  felt  most  keenly  his  loss.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  all  of  the  corporations  with 
which  he  was  connected  and  many  other  organiza- 
tions in  Hartford  passed  the  most  praiseworthy 
resolutions,  and  in  the  leading  papers  of  the  coun- 
try appeared  editorials  setting  forth  his  remarka- 
ble personality,  high  character,  influence,  and  the 
povv'er  he  exerted  during  his  long,  busy  and  useful 
life. 

On  April  18,  1841,  Mr.  Burr  was  married  to 
Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Abner  Booth,  of  Mcridcn, 
Conn.^,  and  of  their  three  children  Ednnind  L.  died 
when  three  years  of  age;  William  Oicott  Burr  is 


a  resident  ot  Harttord,  and  referred  to  above;  and 
-S-irah  i- .  IS  the  wife  of  Dr.  lames  McManus 
Harttord.     1  he  mother  still  survives. 

It  is  appropriate  in  this  article  to  refer  to  Frank- 
lin L.  Burr,  who  for  so  many  vears  was  associated 
with^  his  brother  in  the  conduct  of  the  Times,  who 
m  his  unselfish  nature  and  great  good  heart  never 
tailed  to  accord  due  praise  for  his  invaluable  ser- 
vices m  the  editorial  department,  and  to  claim 
that  much  of  the  success  of  the  Times  was  due  to 
his  vigorous  and  facile  pen.  The 
Franklin  L.  Burr,  was  born  Dec.  9 
ford,  and  learned  the  printer's  trade  in' the  Times 
offi        -      -  - 


younger  brother, 
1827,  in  Hart- 


ce.  In  1853  took  a,  position  in  the  office  of 
the  solicitor  of  the  Treasury  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
but  after  a  period  returned  to  Hartford  to  assist 
in  the  editorial  department  of  the  Times.  He  be- 
came a  partner  in  the  business,  as  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing.  _  He  was  enthusiastic  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  profession,  and  his  articles  along  the  lines  of 
natural  science  and  astronomy  and  geology  at- 
tracted much  attention,  and  his  reviews  of  books 
were  long  a  feature  of  the  paper.  The  poet  Ten- 
nyson on  one  occasion  wrote  hint  a  special  letter  of 
thanks  for  one  of  his  reviews  of  the  poet's  works, 
and  complimented  him  by  saying  it  stood  among 
the  best  that  had  been  written,  on  either  side  of 
the  Atlantic. 

In  1853  Franklin  L.  Burr  was  married  to  Liz- 
zie Alerrow,  of  Manchester,  Conn.,  and  to  the  union 
came  children  as  follows :    Mary,  Frederick  W. 
and  Emily,  the  latter  dying  when  twenty-three, 
j  and  Frederick  when  twenty-one. 

Mr.  Burr  passed  away  Feb.  5,  igoi.  One  sis- 
ter, Frances  E.  Burr,  who  all  through  life  made  her 
home  with  Alfred  E..  is  now  the  only  survivor  of 
fourteen  children — seven  boys  and  seven  girls. 

FREDERICK  E.  BISSELL.  The  Bissell  home- 
stead in  the  town  of  East  Windsor  has  been  held  in 
the  family  name  from  an  early  day,  having  been 
built  just  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  three 
generations  of  the  family  were  born  in  the  same 
room.  Our  subject's  grandfather  was  born  on  the 
farm,  but  in  another  house,  and  he  built  the  one  that 
is  still  standing.  Four  generations  have  thus  been 
born  on  the  farm. 

Capt.  Hezekiah  Bissell,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  and  reared  on  the  old  farm,  and 
the  residence  built  by  him  was  regarded  as  a  fine 
building  in  its  day.  He  was  a  man  of  ability  and  in- 
fluence, and  during  the  Revolutionary  war  he  served 
as  captain  of  a  company  which  lie  liad  assisted  in 
raising.  He  died  at  the  homestead  in  i8j8,  in  his 
ninety-fifth  year. 

Hezekiah  liissell  (2),  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  the  h'ltise  mentioned  above,  and  resided  tliere 
througlujut  his  life.  He  died  July  5,  1872.  in  his 
eightieth  }'ear,  and  his  wife,  v.hosc  maiden  name 
was  ICiizabeth  l-dlsworth.  died  Dec.  30,  1871,  at  the 
same  age.  They  had  six  children:  F.lizalieth  E., 
deceased;  Cornelia   M.,   now   the  wife   of  Capt. 
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and  tlie  Courant,  he  resumed  editorial  life,  and 
Charles  Talcotr  ,  of  Glastonbury ;  Ilezekiah  F.,  de- 
ceased ;  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy;  Frederick  E., 
our  subject  ;  and  Carios  F.,  deceased. 

Frederick  E.  Bissell  was  born  Oct-  15,  1S33,  in 
the  house  buiit  by  his  grandfather,  and  grew  to 
manhood  at  the  homestead,  becoming  familiar  with 
all  the  details  of  agricultural  work.  In  1865  he 
built  a  new  house,  also  making  other  improvements 
upon  the  farm,  and  he  now  has  about  fifty  acres 
under  cultivation.  As  a  general  farmer  he  is  sue-' 
cessful,  and  for  some  years  he  has  been  engaged 
also  in  tobacco  growing  and  in  the  dairy  business. 
As  a  good  citizen  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  local 
affairs  being  one  of  the  leading  advisers  in  the  Re- 
publican organization.  Since  1890  he  has  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  with  credit  to  himself  and  sat- 
isfaction to  his  fellow  citizens.  Fie  is  a  prominent 
worker  in  the  local  Grange,  in  wdiich  he  has  been 
gatekeeper,  and  is  now  steward,  and  he  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  leading  members  of  tJfie  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  East  Windsor. 

On  Nov.  17,  1S57,  yir.  Bissell  married  ]\Iiss 
Charlotte  Dexter,  daughter  of  Edward  Dexter,  a 
highly  esteemed  resident  of  Broad  Brook,  and  two 
children  have  blessed  the  union:  (i)  Willie  F.,  a 
progressive  and.  enterprising  agriculturist,  resides 
at  the  homestead,  and  relieves  his  father  of  the  act- 
ive management  and  oversight  of  the  farm.  (2) 
Ellen  E..  married  Frank  Winn,  of  Rocky  Hill,  this 
counry. 

CHARLES  S.  STERN,  A.  B.,  II.  D.,  a  success- 
ful physician  and  surgeon  of  Hartford,  was  born 
July  25,  1S6S,  in  Springfield,  ■Mass..  of  German 
ancestry. 

The  Doctor's  great-grandfather,  Solomon  Stern, 
born  in  1764,  settled  in  Hartford  about  1S40,  with 
his  son  Moses,  and  died  there  in  i860,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-six.  Although  a  weaver  by  trade,  he  did 
not  engage  in  active  business  after  his  arrival,  as 
he  was  already  w^ell  advanced  in  years.  By  his 
first  wife,  Julia,  he  had  the  following  children : 
Ascher,  Aaron,  Moses.  ]\Iycr  (a  merchant  of  Hart- 
ford, and  a  member  of  the  common  council  of  the 
city  in  1864),  and  Brina.  By  his  second  wife, 
Yetta.  he  had  Levi,  a  jeweler  and  merchant; 
a  daughter,  Bienschen  ;  and  Abraham,  a  prominent 
merchant  of  Hartford,  who  died  in  1885- 

Moses  Stern  was  born  April  t6,  t8to,  in  Hesse, 
Germany,  and  died  Feb.  7.  t886.  Bv  occupation 
he  was  a  weaver,  and  he  also  carried  on  a  small 
farm.  He  married  Taubschen  Bloch.  and  had  nine 
children :  Jacob  is  mentioned  below ;  Threa-a  mar- 
ried Bernard  Goodkind ;  Julia  married  Abram 
Strasburger :  Flannah  married  Solnmrm  Lorsch ; 
Jennie  married  Abram  Danzig:  Bertha  died,  aged 
seventeen  or  eighteen :  Daniel  M.  i'?  a  \\  liolesale 
lifliior  dealer  in  New  York  Citv ;  Afax  D.  was  a 
successful  business  man  of  New  York,  and  died 


!  July  3,  1898;  and  Ella  married  Abram  Adier,  of 
'  Rochester,  New  York. 

!       Jacob  Stern,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
1  1838,  in  Hanover,  Germany,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
'  try  in  childhood.    \\'hen  a  young  man  he  engaged 
in  the  dry-goods  business  in  Springfield,  and  about 
1880  he  became  a  traveling  salesman  for  his  brothers 
in  New  York  City,  then  enjoying  a  large  and  pros- 
!  perous  business.    His  route  covered  many  sections 
!  of  New  England,  and  he  also  had  a  large  trade 
\  in  New  York  City  and  its  adjacent  townsr  During 
;  his  lone;'  connection  with  the  firm,  lasting-  until  his 
death,  on  Feb.  9,  1S97,  his  tidelity  and  mtegrity 
were  of  the  highest  standard.    In  politics  he  was  a 
j  Democrat,  and  he  took  an  active  interest  in  military 
1  aft'airs  as  a  member  of  the  first  company,  Gov- 
I  ernor's  Foot  Guard,  being  a  veteran  member  at 
i  the  time  of  his  death.    He  married  Tdiss  Rosa 
I  Mayer,  who  was  born  in  Landau,  Bavaria,  Ger- 
1  many,  daughter  of  Isaac  }\Iayer,  and  granddaugh- 
i  ter  of  Mayer  Halevy.    The  family  was  from  the 
j  province  of  Alsace-lJorraine,  and  before  coming  to 
!  the  United  States  Isaac  Mayer  was  a  wealthy  and 
!  prominent  banker  in  that  section ;  but  the  revolu- 
tion in  Germany,  in  1848,  caused  him  to  emigrate 
!  to  this  country.    Isaac  ]\Iayer  married  Bella  ]\Iass, 
i  from  Frankfort-on-the-]\Iain,  a  member  of  one  of 
t  the  aristocratic  or  noble  families  of  that  section, 
i  and  the  great  banker.  Chevalier  Adolph  Bingen, 
i  who  was  knighted  by  the  King  of  Italy,  was  her 
nephew.   After  comdng  to  this  country  Isaac  flayer, 
who  was  very  learned,   and  a   scholar   of  excep- 
tionally brilliant  attainments  in  philosophy  and  the 
'  Hebrew  law,  became  a  rabbi.    He  first  had  a  con- 
\  gregation  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.,  and  while  there,  with 
;  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Wise,  inaugurated  the  modern 
\  reform  in  the  Jewish  worship.    Later  he  officiated 
;  as  rabbi  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  Hartford,  Conn,, 
1  where  he  was  much  sought  for  by  scholars  of  all 
religions,  who  appreciated  his  deep  and  accurate 
I  knowledge  of  matters  which  could  not  be  found  in 
I  books.    His  later  years  were  spent  in  New  York. 
'  where  he  died  Dec-  31.  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years. 

^  Jacob  Stern  and  his  wife  had  six  children: 
!  Clotilda  married  Julius  Lewy,  of  New  York;  Mon- 
!  roe  died  aged  fourteen  vears :  Charles  Seymour 
'  is  mentioned  below :  Ethel  B.  married  Arnold  Le 
i  Witter,  of  New  York:  Nathan  M.  is  in  business 
I  in  New  York  City:  and  Winfred  M.  is  a  student. 
I       Dr.  Charles  S.  Stern  attended  the  public  scliools 

of  Hartford  in  liovliood.  graduating  from  the  West 
j  Middle  School  in  r88i.  at  the  age  of  twelve  years 

and  nine  months.  In  iSR^--.  at  the  ind  of  bi'^  second 
I  year  in  the  high  school,  he  went  to  New  York 
I  with  his  narenf':  The  foUon-ing  \-"nr  he  cntrrod 
I  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  where  the 
!  degree  of  A.  B.  was  conferred  upon  him  in  i888- 
'  In  this  course  he  had  given  special  attention  tn 
I  studios  which  would  a^^sist  him  in  his  chosen  pro- 
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fcssiiiii,  anil  in  the  fall  of  i8S8  he  entered  r.cllevue 
]  lospital  .Meuieal  L"olleL:e,  of  Xew  York  Citv.  As 
an  niuler-g-raduate  he  tiid  much  practical  work  in 
the  LliariiN  1  lospital  and  Mt.  Sinai  Ilospiiai.  and 
after  graiUiaiion  was  coiniected  with  the  staff  of 
the  ln--u\  ei  neur  lio^J)itai  an^l  the  German  Hos- 
pital ui  Aew  \  ork  Lily.  In  i8y3  he  engaged  in 
general  practice  in  the  city,  where  for  some  lime 
he  was  an  inspector  in  the  health  department,  hav- 
ing passed  the  civil  service  examination.  Earl}-  in 
1894  he  opened  an  office  in  Hartford,  where  he 
lias  huilt  up  an  extensive  practice,  his  specialty  be- • 
genita-iirinary  diseases ;  he  has  charge  of  the 
genito-urmary  department  at  the  Hartford  Dis.- 
pensary.  I'rom  1896  to  1S98  he  was  city  physi- 
cian under  appointment  of  the  commissioners  of 
charity ;  he  is  one  of  the  police  surgeons  of  the  city, 
is  medical  inspector  for  the  Board  of  Health,  f.nd 
lie  is  an  active  member  of  tlie  City^  County  and 
State  ]vledical  Societies-  During  the  war  with 
Spain  he  was  an  olficer  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment, United  States  Army,  and  was  ordered  to 
Chickamaugua  Park  with  the  ist  Corps,  where  he 
did  duty  as  executive  ofticer  of  the  ist  Division 
hospital,  and  later  as  acting  assistant  quarter- 
master of  the  3d  Division  Hospital.  From  there  he 
was  ordered  to  Porto  Rico,  but  an  illness — typhoid 
fever,  contracted  at  Chickamaugua — of  two  months 
prevented  him  from  going  until  December.  He 
spent  four  months  as  post  surgeon  at  San  German, 
Porto  Rico,  and  after  a  six-months  stay  on  the 
island  left  the  service,  July  10,  1899,  resuming  his 
practice  in  Hartford  in  September  of  that  year. 
The  Doctor  is  fond  of  athletics  and  music,  and  is 
prominent  socially  as  a  member  of  the  Hartford 
Philharmonic  Orchestra  :  of  St-  John's  Lodge,  No. 
4,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Hartford  Lodge,  No.  88,  L  O.  O. 
F. ;  and  ^ilidian  Encampment,  Xo.  7.  In  politics 
he  is  an  independent.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
the  First  Company,  Governor's  Foot  Guard,  and  a 
member  of  the  \'eteran  Association  of  Company 
K,  1st  Conn.  \\  L,  of  the  Spanish- American  war. 

GEORGE  LEWIS  CHASE,  of  Hartford,  who 
for  a  third  of  a  century  has  been  the  executive  head 
of  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Co..  one  of  the 
leading  insurance  companies  not  only  of  the  United 
States,  but  of  the  world,  and  who  since  boyhood — 
for  fifty  and  more  years,  with  the  exception  of  a 
short  interval — has  been  identified  with  underwrit- 
ing, is  known  throughout  the  insurance  world  as 
an  ai5thority  in  all  matters  pertaining  10  the  business. 

Mr.  Chase  was  born  Jan.  13,  1828,  in  the  town  of 
Millbury,  Worcester  Co.,  ^lass.,  son  of  Paul  Gush- 
ing and  Sarah  (Pierce)  Chase,  and  is  descended 
from  Aquila  Chase,  wdio  was  also  the  emigrant  an- 
cestor of  the  late  Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase,  of  Ohio, 
chief  justice  of  the  United  States.  Aquila  Chase, 
born  in  1618,  was  in  the  fourth  generation  from 
Thomas  Chase,  of  Hundrich,  Parish  of  Chesham, 
England,  through  Richard  and  Aquila  Chase,  Sr. 


Colhn"s  History  of  Xewbury  refers  to  Aquila  {2) 
as  of  Cornwall,  while  George  I!.  Chase,  the  com- 
piler of  a  binall  work  on  the  Cha.>e  genealogy,  clearly 
to  himself  locates  him  m  Chesham.  Uut  in  either 
case  he  was  one  of  the  hrst  settlers  and  grantees  of 
Hampden,  Mass.,  in  1039  ur  1O40.  and  later,  in  1640, 
a  settler  at  -Xewbury.  He  married  Ann,  daughter 
(jf  John  Wheeler,  of  Salisbury.  England.  Aquila 
Chase  died  in  lujo.  I'rom  this  first  American  an- 
cestor President  Lhase,  of  Hartford,  is  a  descendant 
in  the  eighth  generation,  h:^  line  bei-ig  through 
-Moses,  Daniel,  Daniel  {2),  Paul,  Joshua  and  I'aul 
Gushing. 

Paul  Gushing  Chase,  son  of  Joshua,  w-as  born 
3ilarch  6,  1790,  married  Dec.  19.  1819,  Sarah  Pierce, 
daughter  of  Aaron  and  Hannah  Pierce. 

George  L.  Chase,  the  subject  proper  of  this  re- 
view, attended  the  oM  Milibury  Acadeni}-,  receiv- 
ing a  good  English  educaticiu,  and  w-hen  nineteen 
began  his  business  career  as  the  agent  of  the  l-'arm- 
ers  2\Iutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  Georgetown, 
Mass.,  of  which  he  was  subsequently  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  directors.    Young  Chase  had 
shown  himself  of  good  material,  a  man  of  quality, 
etlort  and  energy,  and  speedily  became  an  efficient 
canvasser,  operating  at  first  through  southern  ^^lass- 
achusetts  and  eastern  Connecticut,  and  w-ithin  a 
short  time  his  agency  included  four  companies  trans- 
acting business  on  the  mutual  plan,  one  of  which, 
the  Ho'yoke  Mutual  of  Salem,  is  stiil  engaged  in 
successful  operations.    In  184S  yir.  Chase  was  ap- 
pointed traveling  agent  for  the  People's  Insuraiice 
Go.  of  Worcester,  and  retained  the  position  until 
j  1852.  giving  great  satisfaction.  From  1S52  until  1S56 
I  his  attention  was  given  to  the  business  of  railroad- 
i  ing.    Having  in  the  former  year  been  appointed  as- 
j  sistant  superintendent  of  the  Central  Ohio  Railway 
I  Co.,  he  removed  to  Ohio,  caught  hold  of  the  snap, 
1  hurry  and  push  there  exhibited  by  the  then  con- 
!  sidered  Westerners,  soon  got  into  the  current,  and 
j  became  at  home  among  them.   The  same  qualities 
that  he  had  exhibited  in  his  insurance  experience 
brought  him  deserved  recognition  and  rew-ard  in 
his  new  field  of  operations,  and  he  was  advanced  to 
the  office  of  general  superintendent  of  the  road. 
Hew^as  one  of  the  first  representatives  who  organized 
the  first  association  of  railroad  superintendents  in 
the  L'nited  States,  the  meeting  for  the  purpose  being 
held  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1853.    I"  iS-'JO  ^I^- 
Chase  resumed  the  fire  insurance  business,  accept- 
ing the  Western  general  agency  of  the  X'ew  England 
Fire  Insurance  Gn..  of  Han  ford,  a  nnsition  he  held 
until  1863.  in  which  period  he  did  much  efifective 
work  in  the  line  of  supervision  tliat  brought  in- 
creased business  to  the  company.    In  1S63  he  ac- 
cepted the  appointment  of  assistant  Western  gen- 
eral agent  of  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and 
here,  as  in  all  previous  positions  he  had  occupied, 
Mr.  Chase  di<i)lavcil  ability  of  t'.ie  h'ghcst  order, 
attracting  from  the  outset  the  attention  and  ap- 
proval of  the  board  of  directors.    In  iS'')7  the  presi- 
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tlcncy  of  tb.o  company  was  iilaccd  at  acceptance, 
ihc  (.lutics  and  rcspun^ibiiUlc^  of  which  he  aisuniod 
in  Juno  of  tliat  year,  succeeding  in  that  high  office 
Timothy  C  Allyn.  And  fr.im  ;hat  time  o-i,  through 
all  of  the  iniervening  period  of  thirty-four  years, 
his  manag-cnient  of  the  company's  business  and  in- 
terests has  been  niatcliless  in  character,  placing  him 
in  the  foremost  rank  of  tire  insurance  representa- 
tives. 

It  is  not  within  the  province  of  this  article  to 
go  into  and  follow  the  history  of  tlie  Hartford  Fire, 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  successful  insurance  in- 
stitutions in  the  United  State ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  it 
has  now  a  capital  of  one  and  one-quarter  millions,  and 
in  addition  to  this  great  sum  it  has  total  assets  of  ii,- 
180,000,  a  mighty  reser\ e  against  which  to  draw  if 
ever  the  occasion  arises,  'i  he  net  stirplus  is  over 
$4,458,000,  all  of  which  makes  the  company  one  of 
the  strongest  in  the  world.  The  Hartford  began 
its  career  in  the  tield  of  underwriting  in  iSio,  a 
career  that  has  been  one  imbroken  success  from  that 
day  to  this,  its  charter  then  authorizing  a  capital  of 
$150,000.  In  its  business  life  of  ninety  years  the 
company  has  had  only  five  presidents,  including  the 
present  inctimbent,  who  has  exceeded  all  of  them 
in  his  length  of  service,  and  in  this  long  official 
period  of  thirty-four  years  he  has  administered  the 
affairs  of  his  office  with  peculiar  acceptance  to  the 
directors,  the  stockholders,  and  those  who  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  hold  policies  in  this  great  cor- 
poration. The  company  has  always  been  in  the 
hands  of  men  who  stood  high  in  the  confidence  of 
the  communitj-.  There  is  hardly  a  name  in  the  long 
Hst  of  directors  which  is  not  known  to  every  one 
familiar  with  the  business  life  of  Hartford,  and  the 
company's  prosperity  has  rested  and  now  rests  on 
the  character  of  its  managers. 

When  Mr.  Chase  came  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Hartford,  the  office  of  the  Company  was  on  ^ilain 
street,  and  was  in  very  limited  quarters.  At  3.1r. 
Chase's  suggestion,  the  Board  of  Directors  decided 
to  build  an  office  of  their  own,  and  purchased  a  lot 
on  the  corner  of  Trumbull  and  Pearl  streets,  on 
which,  under  Mr.  Chase's  supervision,  was  erected 
a  very  handsome,  granite  building.  The  new  office 
was  finished  and  occupied  by  the  Company  in  1870. 
Its  appointments  were  up  to  the  times,  and  every  ar- 
rangement was  made  for  conducting  their  large 
business  in  an  economical  and  systematic  manner. 
This  gave  the  Hartford  the  most  commodious  quar- 
ters of  any  insurance  company  in  the  city  at  tlvat 
time. 

In  1897  the  Company's  business  had  outgrown  its 
accommodations,  and  the  directors  decided  to  enlarge 
the  off.ce  building  which  was  done  by  the  erection 
of  an  addition,  which  gave  the  Company  more  than 
double  the  room  they  had  before.  The  business,  in 
the  mean  time,  however,  had  increased  more  thin 
fivefold.  Their  new  office  is  of  the  most  approved 
type  with  all  the  modern  improvements  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

President  Chase  was  the  first  to  suggest  the  use 


of  the  telephone  for  communication  between  the 
Hartford,  .Htna  and  Plucnix  offices,  and,  in  connec- 
tion with  Presidents  Hendee  and  Kellogg,  communi- 
cation was  arranged  Ix-iween  these  three  offices 
by  means  of  telephone  wire?,  and,  although  the  serv- 
I  ice  was  of  necessity  somewhat  imperfect,  yet  it  was 
j  feiund  to  be  a  great  advantage  in  communicating 
I  between  these  three  offices.    Mr.  Chase  now^  has  in 
1  his  otiice  the  lirst  instrument  of  this  kind,  which  is 
a  very  crude  altair.    This  was  the  introduction  of 
telephone  service  in  the  City  of  Hartford.  Mr. 
Chase  was  also  the  first  to  employ  stenographic  and 
typewriter  service  in  the  business.    The  Hartford 
have  always  ayailed  themselyes  of  the  best  facil- 
ities that  cotdd  be  secured  for  the  transaction  of 
their  large  business. 

The  standing  of  President  Chase  as  an  insurance 
manager  was  recognized  from  the  very  outset  by 
his  associates  and  competitors  in  the  business.  In 
1876  he  was  elected  president  of  the  National 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  and  has  since  served 
the  board  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Legis- 
lation and  Taxation,  in  all  respects  the  most  import- 
ant committeeship  in  the  organization.  His  connec- 
tion with  the  national  board  has  been  one  of  com- 
manding influence  and  leadership.  He  is  a  meinber 
of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  one  of  the  vice-pres- 
idents, of  the  Society  for  Savings  in  Hartford, 
which  is  the  largest  savings  bank  in  the  State,  and 
is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Connecticut  Trtist  &  Safe 
Deposit  Co.,  and  a  director  in  the  American  National 
Bank.  Islr.  Chase  is  a  leading  member  of  the  Hart- 
ford Board  of  Trade,  and  is  thoroughly  interested 
in  the  industrial  development  and  prosperity  of  the 
city  of  which  he  is  so  prominent  and  influential  a 
citizen. 

President  Chase  has  been  several  times  the  recip- 
ient at  the  hands  of  his  co-workers  and  friends  of 
handsome  gifts.  In  1892,  on  the  twenty-fifth  anni- 
versary of  his  presidency  of  the  Flartford  Fire  In- 
surance Co.,  he  was  given  a  silver  loving-cup  by  Ins 
local  co-workers,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  admiration 
and  love  for  him.  And  again,  in  June,  1898,  tlie. 
general  and  special  agents  of  the  company,  located 
in  various  cities  throughout  the  United  States,  pre- 
sented him  with  a  Si, 000  Jtirgensen  watch,  which 
is  one  of  the  handsomest  timepieces  that  has  been 
manufactured,  striking  the  hours,  halves  and 
quarters. 

PVesident  Chase's  religiotis  connections  are  with 
the  Asylum  Hill  Congregational  Church  in  Hart- 
ford, and  he  has  five  titnes  been  chosen  president  of 
the  Connecticut  Congregational  Club,  the  nur-t  im- 
portant organization  connected  witli  the  Congre- 
gational Churches  in  the  State,  and  wielding  the 
most  extended  iniluence. 

On  Jan.  8,  185 1.  Mr.  Chase  was  married  to 
Miss  Calista  ^f.  Taft.  daughter  of  Jurlson  Taft.  and 
the  union  was  blessed  with  three  children — one  son 
and  two  daughters.  The  former,  Charles  V..  Chase, 
is  the  efficient  assistant  secretary  of  tlie  company  of 
which  his  father  is  president.    He  married  .Uiss 
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IIolc!!  S.  Boui\so,  and  tlicy  liave  one  daiiglitcr.  Pres- 
ident Cliase's  yeuni;er  dan-luer  died  in  iSoO.  Tiic 
elder  was  inarried,  in  1874,  to  Cliarles  II.  Lon-ly, 
and  died  in  18^3. 

ROSW'ELL  J.  LLAIT,  suceessor  to  Clapii  & 
Son,  the  well-known  iron  and  steel  nierehanis  of 
Hartford,  was  born  in  Hartford  June  \o,  1871. 
He  comes  of  a  long-  line  of  ar.oestrv,  and'  in  his 
office,  handsoniel}-  framed,  is  a  .qenealogical  chart 
of  the  family,  giving  all  the  faets  connected  with 
them,  from  the  lirst  settler,  Rodger,  down  to  1873. 
It  is  a  complete  and  authentic  record  of  the  familv, 
and  one  of  which  any  man  might  be  justly  proud' 
This  chart  was  prepared  by  a  member  "of  the  Clapp 
family,  being  done  with  a  steel  pen,  and  is  a  mar- 
velous piece  of  penmanship. 

_  Rodger  Clapp,  the  pioneer,  was  born  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  in  1609,  son  of  Richard  Clapp, 
and  came  to  Dorchester,  ]\Iass.  Preserved  Clapp, 
son  of  Rodger,  was  born  in  Dorchester  in  1643. 
Thomas  Clapp,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent,  set- 
tled in  Hartford  at  an  early  date.  Elijah  Clapp, 
son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in  Hartford.  Xorman 
Clapp,  of  Hartford,  was  our  subject's  great-great-  j 
grandfather;  his  great-grandfather  was  John  | 
Clapp,  and  his  grandfather  Daniel  Clapp. 

Gen.  Johx  B.  Clapp,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  July  4,  1842,  in  the  town  of  \\'ethersfield,  and 
received  a  common-school  and  academic  educa- 
tion.   He  enlisted  in  the  lOth  Comi.  \'.  L  July  21, 

1862,  entering  the  company  of  Capt.  Henry  L. 
Pasco,  of  that  command.  Capt.  \\'iiliam  H.  Lock- 
wood,  of  Hartford,  was  the  hrst  lieutenant,  and 
Charles  K.  Tennant,  who  was  fatally  wounded  on 
the  Xansemond  ?^Iay  3,  1863,  was  the  second  lieu- 
tenant of  tlie  company.  Gen.  Clapp  was  with  the 
regiment  at  Antietam  Sept.  17,  1S62,  and  displayed 
marked  gallantry  on  the  field.  He  was  at  once 
advanced  to  tiie  first  lieutenancy  of  Company  D, 
his  commission  dating  from  the  day  of  the  battle. 
He  received  the  appointment  of  adjutant  Jan.  9, 

1863,  and  at  the  siege  of  Plymouth,  April  20,  1864, 
received  the  brevet  rank  of  captain  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct.  The  capture  of  the  i6th 
Regiment  at  Plymouth  resulted  in  his  being  im- 
prisoned by  the  Rebels  for  nearly  one  year,  the 
time  being  spent  at  Macon,  Savannah,  Charleston 
and  Columbia.  In  [March.  1865,  he  was  released 
on  parole  at  Wilmington,  X".  C,  and  he  soon  after- 
ward became  post  adjutant  under  Gen.  F.  D.  Sew- 
all,  at  Camp  Parole,  Annapolis,  Md.  The  war 
record  of  Gen.  Clapp  was  an  honorable  one  in  all 
respects.  His  courage  in  the  field  was  unques- 
tioned, and  actuated  by  patriotic  impulses  he  gave 
himself  e!itirely  to  the  cause  which  he  had  espoused. 

After  returning  from  the  war  the  General  was 
appointed  to  tlie  cai)taincy  of  Company  F,  of  Weth- 
ersheld,  1st  Regiment,  and  held  the  position  until 
he  was  appointed  assistant  adjutant-general  on  the 
staff  of  Gen.  C.  H.  Prentice,  of  the  ist  Brigade. 
Subsequently  he  resumed  the  command  of  Com- 


■  pany  F.    In  1873  he  was  promoted  to  lieutenant- 
,  colonel  of  the  regunent,  and  in  1874  became  colo- 
nel, which  latter  position  he  retained  until  1876. 
He  was  appointed  brigade  insjieetor  in   1878,  on 
\  the  staff  of  C.cn.  Stephen  J\.  Smuli.    Gen.  Charles 
:  1'.  Graiiam,  who  succeeded  licn.  Smith,  renewed 
the  appointinent,  which  was  retained  I>y  lien.  Clapp 
until  In's  promotion  to  the  slatY  of  Gov.  !'.  C.  Louns- 
bury  as  con'imissary-general.     Gen.  Clapp  was  a 
inember  of  the  \'eteran  City  Guard  of  Hartford, 
and  had  been  the  commandant  of  the  organization. 
At  the  time  of  his  deatli  lie  was  a  member  of  the 
ist  Company,  Governor's  Horse  Guard,  Hartford, 
holding  the  position  of  adjutant. 

Gen.  Clapp  served  three  years  in  the  court  of 
common  council  in  Hartford,  representing  the  old 
Second  ward.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
fire  commissioners  nine  years,  and  a  member  of 
the  commission  under  the  direction  of  which  the 
Memorial  Arch  in  Bushnell  Park  was  erected.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Camp  Field  ^Monument 
Association,  representing,  with  Col.  Frank  W. 
Cheney,  the  i6th  Connecticut  in  that  body.  Fie 
belonged  to  the  Army  and  Xavy  Club  of  Connecti- 
cut, to  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  i'otomac, 
and  was  also  a  member  of  Robert  O.  Tyler  Post, 
G.  A.  R.  Gen.  Clapp  was  the  life  secretary  of  the 
16th  Regiment  Association.  In  January.  1S99,  he 
was  elected  secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Secre- 
taries' Association,  succeeding  Judge  E.  E.  Mar- 
vin, clerk  of  the  United  States  Court.  Gen.  Clapp 
was  identified  with  the  Union  Prisoners  Associa- 
tion in  the  State,  and  was  one  of  the  most  popular 
veterans  of  the  Civil  war  in  this  section  of  Con- 
necticut. He  was  commandant  and  foremost  in 
the  organization  of  the  Buck  Engineer  Corps,  dur- 
ing the  two  campaigns  which  resulted  in  tiic  elec- 
tion of  the  Hon.  John  R.  Buck  to  Congress  from 
this  district. 

The  Masonic  career  of  Gen.  Clapp  v>as  one  or 
singular  interest.  He  was  a  member  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  and  received  the  degree  of  Knighthood  in 
Washington  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  X'ov. 
10,  1868,  being  knighted  by  Gov.  Thomas  H.  Sey- 
mour; ex-Mayor  John  G.  Root  was  generalissimo 
of  the  commandery  at  that  time.  He  first  became 
captain-general  of  the  commandery  in  187S,  and 
held  this  position  under  different  eminent  com- 
manders, including  two  terms  under  Watson  H. 
Bliss,  until  1893,  when  he  started  on  an  unbroken 
period  of  service  in  the  office,  holdine  it  up  to  the 
hour  of  his  death.  He  was  the  recipient  of  a 
Knight  Templar  sword  from  the  commandery  in 
Xovember,  1S97,  the  event  being  one  of  excep- 
tional interest  in  the  order  in  the  city.  He  was  a 
Iirilliant  officer  in  the  commandery,  and  won  the 
admiration  of  his  associates,  wherever  the  organi- 
zation ap[>eared  in  a  public  cajxacity. 

From  1868  Gen.  Clapp  was  eng^'^.^^'-'i!  'i^  ifie  'won 
trade,  from  1868  until  1880  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Blodgett  &  Clapp.  In  1880  the  P>Iodgett 
&  Clapp  corporation  was  organized,  the  partnership 
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bciiiL;  dissolved,  and  he  became  secretary  and  man- 
nyer.  Jn  recent  year^  he  carried  on  ljusiness  un- 
der the  tirni  name  of  \^A\\\  V>.  Clapp  &  Son,  his 
only  son,  Roswcll  J.  Llapii,  being  uJentitied  with 
Iiim. 

Cicn.  Clapp  was  married  Sept.  17,  1SG7,  to  }kli>s 
L(.ila  i-.  Blodgctt,  of  Hartford.  dau,i;hter  or  Kos- 
well  Blodgett,  and  tlic  wedding  took  place  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Antietam.  fhe  ser- 
vices were  conducted  by  Rev.  Wiiiiani  S.  Cokon, 
j)astor  of  the  Congregational  Church  m  W  ashing- 
ton,  but  the  General  s  pastor  in  the  W'eihersfield 
Churcli.  Mrs.  Clapp  died  at  -Madison  in  ^iay, 
J  893. 

Gen.  Clapp  became  a  member  of  the  Wethers- 
•  field  Congregational  Church  in  1865,  after  his  re- 
turn from  the  war.  This  action  was  taken  with 
-Robert  Hale  Kellogg,  now  president  of  the  i6th 
Regiment,  and  the  General's  lifelong  friend  and 
associate.  The  late  Judge  Elisha  Carpenter,  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  this  State,  joined  the  church  in 
the  same  period.  As  soldier  and  Knight  Templar 
Gen.  Clapp  possessed  traits  of  character  that  greatly 
endeared  him  to  men.  He  w-as  held  in  the  sin- 
cerest  regard  and  friendship  in  the  i6th  Connecti- 
cut, having  been  on  the  executive  committee  of 
the  regir-ental  association  from  the  first,  and  for 
years  its  secretary.  He  succeeded  Major  B.  F. 
Blakeslee  in  the  secretaryship,  and  made  the  posi- 
tion one  of  importance  to  the  veterans  of  that  com- 
mand. In  \\'ashington  Commandery  he  was  held 
in  equal  admiration  and  esteem.  For  years  he  had 
been  identified  with  the  highest  interests  of  the 
commandery,  serving  as  captain-general  under  such 
members  of  the  order  as  Past  Eminent  Command- 
ers Watson  H.  Bliss,  Stephen  Ball,  H.  LeRoy 
Woodward,  of  Springfield,  Gen.  James  H.  Jarman, 
Edward  INIahl,  A.  D.  Xewton.  In  1S94  he  was  at 
Pittsburg  with  the  commandery.  attending  the  tri- 
ennial conclave  of  the  order,  whose  interests  were 
of  the  highest  importance  in  his  life. 

Gen.  Clapp  was  a  man  of  genial  impulses,  and 
companionable  in  all  the  surroundings  and  circum- 
stances of  life.  His  loss  will  be  felt  as  a  lasting 
one  in  all  circles,  where  men  met  and  exchanged 
courtesies  with  him.  The  following  is  a  tribute 
"by  a  comrade:  John  B.  Clapp  was  one  of  those 
fine  Connecticut  country  boys  whose  soldierly  quali- 
ties were  brought  to  appreciation  and  development 
by  the  Civil  war.  He  had  the  faculty  to  organize 
and  lead.  Hardly  half  a  year  from  a  country  store, 
he  brought  the  records  and  accounts  of  a  hastily 
gotten  together  regiment,  which  was  precipitated 
into  battle  when  just  armed  and  not  at  all  instruct- 
ed, and  was  almost  decimated  at  the  first  charge, 
into  order  and  official  semblance,  and  ably  sec- 
onded Cols.  Frank  Beach  and  John  H.  Burnham 
in  reforming  this  half  demoralized  mass  into  a  fine 
body,  whose  moral  and  soldierlv  standiiig  became  i 
the  best.  He  was  an  officer  of  dashing  appear-  | 
STice.  full  of  life  and  energy,  prompt  in  his  de-  | 
<^i<ioiis,  and  skillful  in  carrying  them  out,  for  he  > 


I  carried  by  winning  the  co-operation  of  the  men.  He 
j  was  very  s^nipatlietic,    and  the    entire  regiment 
I  heartily  lowd  and  trusted  Ihm.    C)n  several  occa- 
I  sions  m  battle  he  showed  marked  bravery,  and  at 
Plymouth  he  displayed  exceptional  heroism.  The 
long  captivity  in  Southern  prisons  he  bore,  with 
the  rest  of  his  comrades,  courageous!}-  and  man- 
fully ;  and,  when  the  fragments  of  the  regiment 
were  released,  he  helped  form  it  again  into  a  good 
military  body. 

As  adjutant  of  the  i6th  Connecticut  John  B. 
Clapp's  service  was  eminently  brihiant,  and  of  ad- 
vantage to  his  cause  and  country;  and  the  men  of 
the  lOth  will  always  att'ectionately  associate  him 
with  the  evolution  and  the  war  record  of  their 
regiment.  The  memory  of  his  dashing  figure  and 
;  fine  mount,  and  his  clear  ringing  voice,  will  carry 
them  back  to  the  days  of  the  struggle  that  made 
truer  and  stronger  men  of  all,  and  gave  something 
to  their  life  that  endured  beyond  it.  With  his 
more  acute  military  quality  there  was  true  kind- 
liness, warm  sympathy  and  great  justness  of  ap- 
preciation. He  knew'  each  man  of  his  regiment 
personally,  and  knew  him  all  around,  so  as  to  ap- 
preciate him  at  his  best.  And  thus  he  proved  a 
leader  wdiose  leadership  did  not  expire  with  his 
commission,  but  endured  through  three  decades  of 
civil  life.  He  passed  away  July  14,  1899,  at  the 
home  of  his  son,  in  Hartford. 

Roswell  J.  Clapp  was  married  in  1894  to  Miss 
Mabel  R.  Lawrence,  of  Worcester,  and  they  have 
j  one  son,  Lawrence  John,  born  in  1S96. 

ARTHUR  S.  CLAPP,  advertising  agent  for 
Parsons'  Theater,  Plartford,  was  born  ui  Hartford 
March  25,  1858,  a  son  cf  Caleb  Clapp,  born  in  North 
Hampton,  ]Mass.,  whose  father  w^as  born  in  North 
Hampton,  May  3,  1787,  and  died  Feb.  22,  1S43.  He 
was  a  lifelong  farmer  of  prominence  in  North 
Hampton.    His  wife.  ]\Iaria  J.  (Hooker),  was  bora 
in  [Nlilford,  Conn.,  Nov.  20,  1793,  and  they  reared 
fifteen  children,  only  one  of  whom,  Harriet,  is  now 
j  living,  a  resident  of  Chicago.    Roger  Clapp,  the  first 
I  settler  of  the  Clapp  family  in  America,  came  to 
I  Nantasket  in  September,  1630. 

Caleb  Clapp,  father  of  Arthur  S.,  was  reared  in 
North  Hampton,  where  he  learned  the  tailor's  trade. 
Then  coming  to  Plartford  he  became  proprietor  of 
the  "City  Hotel,"  which  he  conducted  for  a  number 
of  years,  or  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a 
well-known  man,  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  city,  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  served 
as  a  mctriber  of  the  city  council.  Sociallv  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  but  was  in  no  sense 
of  the  word  a  "lodge  man,"  preferring  tiie  quietmle 
of  his  own  home.  For  many  years  he  was  interested 
with  Mr.  Sharp  in  the  livery  business,  antl  was  also 
interested  in  the  Shelby  Iron  Mines,  in  Alabama. 
He  married  Sarah  M.  Sexton,  born  in  North  Hamp- 
ton, Mass.,  Jan.  27,  1822.  a  daughter  of  Phincas 
Sexton,  born  in  September,  1 771.  who  was  a  man 
of  prominence,  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  spent 
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Isis  life  in  Xorth  IlamiHon.  He  niarried  Plutbc 
Thompson,  born  Deo.  30,  ijyo.  Mrs.  Clapp  had  a 
brother  in  the  -Mexican  war.  Ten  children,  all 
sons,  were  born  to  Caleb  Clapi>  and  his  wife, 
Arthur  S.  being-  the  youngest,  and  three  are  \"et 
living;  Allen  C,  with  E.  C.  Kil;;be,  wholesale  gro- 
cers; Henry  P.,  in  San  Francisco;  and  Arthur  S. 
The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  on 
Oct.  18,  1S99.  The  parents  were  members  of  the 
Pearl  Street  Congregational  C  hurch,  in  wliich  the 
father  took  an  active  interest.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  among  ihc  oldest  busmess  n-.en  of  Hart- 
ford, having  come  here  in  1854. 

Arthur  S.  Clapp  spent  his  early  years  at  home, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  then 
learned  the  drug  trade.  In  1886  he  went  to  Colorado, 
remained  a  year,  and  returned  Ea?t.  For  a  time  he 
was  employed  by  Charles  F.  Adams,  and  in  1896  he 
accepted  a  position  with  Parsons'  1  heater  as  adver- 
tising agent,  in  which  incumbency  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. He  is  a  member  of  the  Industrial  League 
of  the  Fourth  Church,and  in  politics  is  a  Republican. 
On  Sept.  2/,  1900,  ^^Ir.  Clapp  married  Nettie  Studa- 
baker,  of  Lucerne,  Mo.,  born  in  1863  in  Adams 
county,  Indiana. 

Howard  S.  Clapp,  brother  of  Arthur  S.,  was 
born  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  Oct.  21,  1848,  attended 
the  common  and  high  schools,. and  later  graduated, 
when  ordy  eighteen  years  of  age,  from  Yale  Col- 
lege. He  then  entered  the  Berkelev  Divinity  School, 
after  graduating  from  which  he  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  Triniiv  Church  at  Wethersfield,  being 
their  first  pastor.  Later  he  went  to  Philadelphia, 
then  to  St.  Paul,  ^Nlinn.,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
supplied  various  churches.  He  died  in  Hartford, 
Oct.  16,  1898.  Another  brother,  William,  was  a 
druggist  in  Hartford,  having  learned  the  business 
with  Taicott  Brothers,  and  later  for  a  number  of 
years  conducted  the  City  Hotel  Drug  Store;  he 
died  Sept.  21,  1884. 

DAVID  CLARK,  of  Hartford,  was  the  son  of 
Amasa  and  Eleanor  (Fuller)  Clark,  of  Flampton, 
Conn.,  and  was  born  in  that  town  Oct.  12,  1806. 
He  was  of  full  Revolutionary  descent. 

Mr.  Clark  married  IVliss  Julia  M.  Ross,  of 
Chaplin,  Conn.,  Oct.  12,  1827.  He  came  to  Hart- 
ford in  April.  1832,  and  died  Oct.  8,  1889.  His 
wife  died  June  7,  1892.  We  cannot  do  better  for 
this  sketch  than  to  give  the  following  tribute  to 
Mr.  Clark  by  his  long-time  friend.  Judge  D.  W. 
Pardee : 

"By  the  death  of  Mr.  David  Clark  a  remarka- 
ble man  has  been  taken  from  the  visible  life  of 
Hartford.  Physicallv  he  was  a  fine  specimen  of 
the  men  whose  youth  is  passed  upon  the  hill-coun- 
try farm,  and  who  therefore  are  so  strong  that 
they  came  to  fourscore  vears.  His  s'al-vart  frame, 
supporting  a  sound  head,  made  him  a  noticeable 
figure  in  any  companv.  He  changed  early  from 
the  farm  to  the  counting-house.  .As  a  merchant  he 
was  of*  untiring  industry.    If  at  any  time  losses 


came  upon  him,  he  still  held  his  courage;  and  his 
determination  to  suceeetl  made  him  victor  at  last. 
And  his  is  the  rare  hon.jr  due  to  one  who  pays 
debts  collectible  no  otherwise  than  in  the  court  of 
conscience. 

"die  closed  his  business  as  a  merchant  in  mid- 
dle manhood,  although  in  health  and  in  success. 
I'rom  time  to  time  he  secured  to  himself  and  to 
his  family  the  pleasure  and  culture  to  be  gained 
from  wide  travel  at  home  and  abroad.  ^Meantime, 
his  fortune  increased.    LUit  he  was  watcliful,  per- 
,  sistent  and  untiring  in  giving  of  the  increase,  iu 
;  stuns  large  and  small,  in  manifold  ways  and  in 
numberless  instances.    Xot  only  this,  but  he  gave 
I  of  his  time,  his  strength,  his  knowledge:  gave  will- 
I  ingly  of  himself — charity    in    the    highest    form. . 
I  By  the  law  of  his  being  he  was  hospUable.  Few 

■  home  doors  in  this  city  opened  so  easily,  so  widely,. 

■  or  so  frequently  as  did  his.  There  was  the  ever 
;  ready  place  at  his  board  for  friend  or  stranger. 

j  "Having  released  himself  from  the  cares  o£ 
active  business,  he  resumed  as  a  diversion  tlie  oc- 
cupation of  his  early  life.  He  improved  a  farm. 
I  ]\Iany  will  remember  that  in  person  he  brought  of. 
j  its  products  to  their  doors  as  gifts ;  and  all  will 
i  remember  that  at  last,  in  loving  memory  of  a  son,. 
I  he  gave  the  farm  to  the  uses  of  the  sick  and  home- 
I  less.  The  faculties  of  his  mind  were  with  him  ia 
j  strength  to  the  last,  even  his  exceptionally  reten- 
tive memory,  which  enabled  him  to  marshal  in  their 
I  order  many  even  of  the  minor  events  in  his  life 
!  and  assign  to  each  its  appropriate  day,  and  month, 
I  and  year.  So  of  his  body :  he  ever  had  that  great 
I  possession,  abounding  health.  Passing  fourscore,. 
I  yet  the  rising  sun  wotdd  sometimes  find  him  by 
'  the  stream  with  rod  and  fly ;  and  sometimes  on 
'  the  frosted  hillside  waiting  for  the  cry  of  the  hound. 
I  'Tn  his  business,  in  his  recreation,  in  his  home, 
'  and  among  men,  he  put  much  into  his  life,  and 
1  drew  much  out  of  it — drew  not  only  for  himself, 
I  but  for  others  as  well.  jNIany  have  lost  a  friend, 
!  indeed." 

FRANCIS    HENRY   RICHARDS,  mechan- 
ician, engineer  and  inventnr  of  Hartford  and  New 
York  City,  with  residence  in  the  former  city,  is  a 
]  native  of  the  town  of  New  Hartford,  Litchfield  coun- 
i  ty.  Conn.,  a  county  from  which  have  gone  out  into 
:  the  world  many  men  who  have  achieved  distinction 
and  fame. 

I       Born  Oct.  20,  1850.  Mr.  Richards  is  the  son  of 
j  Flenry  and  Maria  (Whiting)  Richards,  and  is  of 
'  noble  lineage.    On  his  father's  side  he  is  a  descend- 
I  ant  in  the  ninth  generation  from  (I)  Thomas  Rich- 
'  ards.  who  was  at  Hartford  in  about  1637,  and  whose 
name  is  given  in  the  Memorial  History  of  Hartford 
Coimty,  edited  by  the  late  Dr.  Trumbidl,  as  one 
of  the  original  proprietors   of   Hartford  in  1630. 
I  Our  subject's  line  of  descent  from  this  first  .\mcri- 
\  can  ancestor  is  through  John.  Thomas  (2).  Tliomas 
!  (3),  Dr.  Sannicl,  Capt.  .Varon.  Marqm's  and  Henry 
i  Richards. 
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(II)  John  Richarils,  son  of  Thomas  the  emigrant, 
born  in  1O31,  married  Lydia  Stocking;,  and  settled 
on  the  iiotnestead  in  irlartfurd. 

(ill)  Thomas  Richards,  ^on  of  John,  horn  in 
1660,  married,  in  i(>-)i,  Mary,  daughter  ot  Deacon 
Benjamin  I'arsons.  of  SpringtieUl,  .Mass.,  and  stic- 
cccdeJ  his  father  on  the  liomestead.  He  was  deacon 
of  tlie  First  Church  for  forty-three  years,  and  was 
very  well  known  in  Hartford  and  vicinitv. 

Thomas  Riciiards,  son  of  Thomas  (above), 
i>orn  1694,  married,  in  1717,  Abigail  Turner,  of 
Jrlartford,  and  resided  in  Souihington. 

(\')  Dr.  Samuel  Richards,  son  of  Thomas 
■(above),  born  in  1726,  in  Hartford,  married  Lydia 
Buck.  When  he  was  one  year  old  his  parents  moved 
to  Southington.  Samuel  Richards  rose  to  honorable 
."distinction  in  the  profession,  practicing  in  Xewing- 
ton,  Canaan,  and  Xew  Hartford,  dying  in  Plainville 
in  1793.    He  served  in  the  Continental  army. 

(\T)  Capt.  Aaron  Richards,  son  of  Dr.  Samuel, 
born  in  1749  in  Xewington,  married  (first),  in 
1778,  Dorcas  Adams.  He  purchased  land  in  Xew 
Hartford,  first  in  1776,  settled  and  passed  his  days 
in  the  town,  dying  in  1831. 

(VII)  }darquis  Richards,  son  of  Capt.  Aaron, 
born  in  1793,  married,  in  1822,  Polly  Carpenter,  and 
they  resided  on  the  old  homestead  in  X'ew  Hartford. 

(VHI)  Henry  Richards,  son  of  Alarcjuis,  and 
the  father  of^  Francis  Henry  Richards,  of  Hartford, 
^vas  born  Sept.  13,  1824,  in  X'ew  Hartford.  He 
M-as  married  in  October.  1847,  to  ^laria  S.  Whiting, 
<laughter  of  Dr.  John  Whiting,  and  to  the  luiion 
\vere  born  Francis  H.,  Oct.  20,  1850:  Hubert  P., 
Sept.  2,  1852;  and  Rosa  'SI.,  Aug.  2,  1854,  who  died 
in  X'ew  Britain  in  1872,  when  in  her  eighteenth 
year. 

On  his  mother's  side  Francis  H.  Richards,  our 
subject,  is  a  direct  descendant  from  ^laj.  Wm.  Whit- 
ing, who  came  to  X^ev/  England  not  more  than  a  dec- 
ade after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  his 
name  being  identified  as  earlv  as  1632-33  with  Lords 
Say  and  Brooke  in  the  purchase  of  Piscataqua,  and 
"he  retained  hisinterest  in  thatenterprise  through  life. 
IVlaj.  Whiting  was  also  engaged  in  a  patent  for  lands 
at  Swampscott  with  Say  and  Brooke.  He  was  one 
of  the  committee  who  for  the  first  time  sat  with  the 
court  of  magistrates  in  1637.  IVIaj.  Whiting  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  Hartford  in  1639,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  efficient  promoters  of  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  town.  A  merchant  of  wealth  and 
a  man  of  education,  he  had  dealings  with  the  people 
of  \'irginia  and  Piscataqua,  and  had  a  trading  post 
at  the  Delaware  river  and  at  Westfield.  He  was 
treasurer  of  Connecticut  from  1G41  until  his  death 
in  1647,  and  was  a  justice  of  th.e  peace  from  1^)42 
until  his  death.  Joseph  Whiting,  a  son  r,f  the  ISIajor, 
settled  in  Westficld.  but  returncfl  to  Hartford  about 
1675,  and  was  treasurer  of  Connecticut  for  thirty- 
nine  years,  from  167R  to  1717,  when  he  v.as  suc- 
ceeded to  the  office  by  his  son  Col.  John  Whiting, 
who  held  it  for  thirty-two  years.    As  might  be  ex- 


I  pected,  tlie  families  into  whicli  these  earlv  Whitings 
!  married  were  of  the  first  of  Xew  England.  Joseph 
j  \\  hiting's  first  wife,  i\Iary,  was  a  daughter  of  John 
i  l\vnchon,  and  granddaughter  of  ^Viiliam  Pynchon, 
j  one  of  the  founders  of  Springfield,  ^lass.,  whose 
j  wife,    Ann,    was    a     daughter   of    Hon.  George 
j  Wyllys ;  an'd  his  second  wife,  Anna,  a  daughter  of 
Col.  John  Allyn.    Col.  John  Whiting  married  Jeru- 
sha,  daughter  of  Richard,  and  granddaughter  of 
Thomas  Lord,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford. 

Francis  Henry  Richards,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  review,  passed  a  part  of  his  time  during  his 
early  youth  on  the  old  homestead  founded  bv  his 
great-grandfather,  Capt.  Aaron  Richards,  in  Xew 
Hartford  during  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  and 
which  in  large  part  continues  to  be  held  by  the  fam- 
ily. Our  subject's  early  training  in  the  English 
branches  and  letters  was  held  in  the  neighborhood 
district  school,  and  at  a  private  school  in  Xew  Hart- 
ford. Descended  from  a  race  of  farmer-mechanics, 
he  exemplified  in  a  marked  degree  that  self-reliant 
spirit  of  the  early  pioneers,  who  never  hesitated  to 
attempt  what  needed  to  be  done.  What  better 
training-school  ever  existed  than  the  old-time  Xew 
England  homestead,  with  its  ample  fields  and  build- 
ings, and  the  shop  where  the  husbandman  and  his 
boys  worked  the  farm  together  in  the  summer,  and 
in  the  winter  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  all  that 
the  farm  and  home  required? 
j  Inheriting  inventive  genius  from  his  ancestors, 
j  who  taught  and  practiced  the  theorv  that  a  mechanic 
should  always  be  able  to  make  his  own  tools,  young 
Richards,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  began  inventing  and 
building  machinery,  and  from  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  development 
of  mechanical  industries.  In  1865  his  father  and 
family  removed  to  X'ew  Britain,  where  its  head  was 
in  charge  of  the  ^Machinery  department  of  the  Stan- 
lev  Rule  S:  Level  ^^"orks,  an  establishment  with 
which  he  still  retains  his  connection.  In  these  fac- 
tories the  son  began  his  career  under  the  tutorship 
j  of  his  father,  who  himself  was  an  ingenious  mechanic 
1  and  inventor.  Alreadv  the  son  had  shown  great 
adaptabilitv  for  new  ideas  in  mechanics,  and  it  was 
but  a  sTiort  time  after  he  went  to  work  in 
the  plant  named  when  he  was  found  ex- 
perimenting with  the  construction  of  machin- 
erv  of  his  own  devising.  By  systematic  study 
and  application  extending  over  a  period  of  eight 
years,  he  acquired  a  practical  and  theoretical  knowl- 
edge of  the  machine-building  trades,  including  wood- 
working, forging,  and  the  allied  branches.  He  came 
to  FTartford  in  1882,  and  until  1886  he  was  connected 
with  the  great  manufacturing  concern  of  Pratt  & 
Whitney.  By  this  time  his  frequent  tours  for  th.e 
oljservation  of  machinery  and  manufactures,  and  his 
knowledge  of  mechanics  and  experience  as  an  inven- 
tor, together  v.-ith  a  thorough  studv  of  patent  lav/, 
well  fitted  him  for  its  practice  as  well  as  made  him 
an  e.xpcrt  engineer;  and  from  that  time  to  this  he  ha5 
given  much  of  his  time  in  these  lines,  having  an 
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ofiKc  first  in  IJarttord,  then  in  both  llarttorJ  and 
Mew  York. 

Mr.  Richards  has  broiig-iit  out  riiunorous  inven- 
tions of  hibor-.saving  machine^,  the  most  ot  wiiicli 
are  now  in  suoeessful  operation.  In  1S73  l'"-'  in\eiUed 
and  patented  the  liindaniental  features  of  the  air- 
cnshK)n  door-spriiiL;  that  have  since  CLune  into  such 
general  use.  He  has  taken  out  in  all  upward  of  six 
hundred  iiatents  on  various  inventions.  Outside  of 
these  he  has  invented  many  valuable  machines  and 
devices  fot  which  lie  never  api)lied  for  patents. 
Among-  hi^  patented  articles  may  be  mentioned  the 
Richards  E:;ivelo{x?  machine,  which  prints,  folds, 
gums,  counts  and  bands  automatically  S.ooo  letter 
envelopes  per  day,  a  new  automatic  weighing  ma- 
chine, manufactured  by  the  Pratt  «&  Whitney'Conn' 
pany,  which  machine  by  reason  of  its  marked  superi- 
ority promises  sf)eedily  to  come  into  general  use 
for  a  wide  range  of  purposes. 

During  the  long  experience  of  Mr.  Richards  in 
manufacturing  lines  in  which  he  has  worked  in 
every  capacity  from  apprentice  to  supervising  en- 
gineer and  proprietor,  he  has  become  a  most  skilled 
and  reliable  mechanical  engineer,  and  is  so  generally 
recognized.  In  his  business  affairs  he  has  been  re- 
niarkablv  successful,  and  achieved  that  reward  and 
prominence  his  efforts  and  ability  and  genius  have 
merited.  He  is  mainly  engaged  in  the  development 
and  patenting  of  mechanical  improvements  and  in- 
ventions. He  is  the  consulting  engineer  and  advi- 
ser for  several  of  the  most  prominent  manufacturers  | 
of  the  United  States.  •  He  is  also  an  expert  patent 
solicitor. 

On  Oct.  15,  1887,  Viv.  Richards  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Clara  \'.  Dole  ()icc  Blasdale),  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  a  lady  of  English  birth,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Blasdale,  a  prominent  expert  and  designer  who  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1854.  ]Mrs.  Richards  is  said 
to  be  a  descendant  of  Tliomas  Parr,  who  lived  to 
the  great  age  of  152  vears,  and  whose  memorial  in- 
scription is  on  a  slab  in  the  Hoor  of  Westminster 
Abbey,  Lx)ndon. 

Mr.  Richards  is  a  member  of  the  American  So- 
ciety of  Mechanical  Engineers,  of  the  Civil  Engi- 
neers Club,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  of  the  Engineers  Club 
of  New  York  City,  and  of  the  American  Association 
of  Inventors  and  Manufacturers,  having  been  pres- 
ident of  the  latter  since  January,  1897,  when  he  suc- 
ceeded Dr.  Richard  J.  Catling,  the  inventor  of  the  1 
Catling  gun.  Mr.  Richards  is  in  fellowship  with  j 
the  local  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  organizations,  [ 
and  has  held  office  in  the  Putnam  l^halanx.  In  the 
Masonic  order  he  is  identified  with  Washington 
Commandery,  Xo.  i.  Knights  Templar;  also  with 
Scottish  Rite  bodies  up  to  the  32nd  degree.  In  pol-, 
itics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  religious  affiliations 
and  those  of  his  wife  are  with  the  Church  of  the 
Redeemer   (Universalist )   of  Hartford.  j 

Of  late  years  Mr.  Richards,  at  the  request  of  | 
some  members  of  the  press,  has  written  editorials  j 
on  topics' witli  which  his  great  familiarity  has  ren- 


dered h.is  opinions  a  most  valuable  guide  to  public 
opinion.  One  of  these  editorials  upon  silver  ap- 
peared in  the  fall  of  1897,  and  attracted  wide  atten- 
tion and  favorable  comment  though  its  writer  was 
not  then  known. 

COLLINS.  The  Collins  family  of  Hartford, 
who  are  the  descendants  of  Hon.  Amos  Morris  Col- 
lins and  his  children,  is  one  of  the  Colonial  fam- 
ilies of  New  England,  a  number  of  whose  descend- 
ants have  been  among  the  leading  aiiil  inllueiituil  cit- 
izens and  business  men  of  Hartford. 

Hox.  Amos  -Mori^is  Coluxs  was  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  John  Collins  (2),  the  American  an- 
cestor, the  line  of  his  descent  being  through  Tohu 
(,3),  John  (4),  Daniel,  William  and  William  (ij. 

John  Collins,  the  first  of  the  family  of  whom 
there  is  any  known  record,  lived  in  London,  and  in 
Brampton,  County  of  Sufi'olk,  England,  \\  here  he 
died  and  was  buried.  His  wife  was  Abigail,  daugli- 
ter  of  Thomas  Rose,  of  Exmouth,  Devonshire,  Eng- 
land. She  was  buried  at  Braintree,  County  of  Essex. 
Their  children  were :  Edward,  John,  Daniel,  Samuel 
and  Abigail. 

(I)  John  Collins  (2),  son  of  John  Collins,  came 
to  New  England  prior  to  1640,  living  in  Boston 
and  Braintree,  ]\Iass.,  prior  to  that  date.  He  was 
born  in  England  about  1616.  He  married  in  Eng- 
land, prior  to  1640,  Susannah  — - — .  He  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Church  in  Boston  in  1640,  and  that  year 
was  made  a  "freeman."  He  was  an  active  and  prom- 
inent business  man  in  the  Alassachusetts  Colony.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Honourable  Artillery  Companv 
of  Boston.  His  children  were:  John,  Susannah, 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth. 

(II)  John  Collins  (3),  son  of  John  Collins  (2), 
was  born  about  1640  in  Boston.  He  married  first ), 
in  1662.  iMary  Trowd^ridge,  who  died  in  1667,  and  he 
married  (second),  in  1669,  \\'i(lcw  Kingsworth,  or 
sister  of  Henry  Kingsworth.  John  died  at  Guilford. 
Conn.,  in  1704.  He  was  one  of  the  patentees  of 
the  town  of  Guilford,  and  "townsman"  and  school 
teacher  as  late  as  1702.  He  taught  a  grammar 
school  there  in  16S2.  His  children,  all  by  Mary 
Trowbridge,  were:  Mary,  John  and  Robert. 

(III)  John  Collins  (4),  son  of  John  Collins  (  3")  , 
born  in  1665  in  Saybrook.  Conn.,  died  in  1751.  He 
married,  in  1691,  Ann  Leete,  a  granddaughter  of 
Governor  William  Leete.  She  died  in  1724.  Their 
children  were:  Ann,  Alary,  John,  Timothy,  Timo- 
thy (2),  Daniel,  Susannah,  Samuel,  Mercy,  Oliver, 
Avis  and  Eunice. 

(IV)  Daniel  Collins,  son  of  John  Collins  (4). 
born  in  1701  at  ("luilford.  Conn.,  married  in  i-^:, 
Lois  Cornwall,  of  Long  Island,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Cornwall,  of 'Hartford  and  Middletown.  She 
was  born  at  Middletown  in  1702.  Their  cluldroii 
were:  Anne,  William,  l.'urain.  h'reelove,  Avis,  Dan- 
iel, Zeriah,  Demetrius,  Augustus  and  Ruth. 

(\')  William  Collins,  son  of  Daniel  Collins.  lK)rn 
in  1728.  died  in  1775.  He  married,  in  1758,  Ruth 
Cook,  daughter  of  Aaron  Cook,  of  Wallingford. 
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Conn.  She  was  born  in  i;,^^.  and  died  in  iyt)o. 
Their  cinldrcn  wore:  I^orrain,  William.  Aareai  C. 
Daniel,  Sanuiel.  Kiuh  atul  Lucy. 

(\  J  )  William  Lollnis  (  2),  son  ot  William  Col- 
lins, born  in  ijCkj.  died  in  1849.  iie  married,  in 
1783.  Esther  Morris,  at  .Morris  Point,  near  \ew 
Haven.  Conn.,  where  she  was  born  in  1703.  Jn  17S3 
they  located  in  Litchtield.  Conn.,  and  in  1822  moved 
to  Jiiinois.  She  tlied  at  Collinsvillc,  111.,  in  1834. 
Their  children  were:  Mliza,  William  M.,  Amos  .Mor- 
ris, .Almira.  .Augustus.  .Anson,  .Michael.  .Maria,  Will- 
iam and  Frederick.  When  a  lad  of  seventeen 
William  Collins  enlisted  for  service  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  lie  was  a  private  in  a  company 
commanded  by  Cai)t.  Humphrey,  tlie  regiment  being 
under  the  command  01  Col.  Jonathan  ^^leigs.  Later, 
in  1779.  lie  served  with  hi^  uncle.  -Augustus  Collins, 
who  was  a  major,  serving  as  brigade  major  under 
Brig.-Gen.  ^^'ard.  William  was  a  deacon  in  the 
Church  at  Litchheld,  Conn.,  while  Lyman  Beechcr 
was  pastor. 

(\TI)  .Amos  Alorris  Collins,  third  child  of  Will- 
iam Collins  (2)  and  Esther  ]\Iorris,  was  born  March 
30,  17S8,  in  Litchfield,  Conn.  His  father,  a  deacon 
in  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher's  Church,  was  a  man  of  rec- 
ognized Puritan  stam]i.  His  mother  was  a  descend- 
ant in  a  direct  line  from  Thomas  Alorris,  of  the 
County  of  Essex,  England.  The  Morris  families  of 
Connecticut  and  Alassachusetts  are  without  doubt 
descended  from  the  Alorris  family  of  Roydon  Parish, 
County  of  Essex,  England.  On  .April  30,  iSii, 
Mr.  Collins  was  married  to  Alary  Lyman,  only 
daughter  of  Col.  Moses  Lyman,  of  Goshen,  Conn. 
Their  children  were :  William  L.,  Alorris,  Erastus, 
Charles,  Edward,  Alaria  E.,  Henry  and  Alary  F.  In 
1810  Air.  Collins  established  himself  in  mercantile 
business  in  Blandford,  Alass.  In  a  few  years  he 
had  turned  into  new  channels  the  industry  of  that 
and  large  portions  of  the  surrounding  towns.  The 
impulse  which  he  cave  was  felt  long  after  his  death. 

In  1819  Air.  Collins  removed  with  his  family  to 
Hartford,  Conn.  He  and  his  wife  united  at  once, 
by  letter,  with  the  First  Church  of  Hartford,  then 
under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Dr.  Hawcs.  Of  the 
historic  North  Church  Air.  Collins  was  one  of  the 
founders.  He  was  chosen  one  of  the  deacons  at  the 
time  of  its  organization  in  1824,  and  retained  the 
office  until  his  death. 

In  1827  Air.  Collins  erected  the  building  which 
at  the  time  of  lus  death  was  occupied  by  Collins 
Brothers  &  Company,  in  .Asylum  street.  It  is  a 
scarcely  credible  fact  that  the  idea  of  going  so  far 
out  of  the  way  was  generally  considered  ridiculous, 
and  sagacious  men  who  survived  Air.  Collins  ac- 
knowledge that  thcv  thought  he  had  surely  made  a 
very  great  mistake.  He  retired  froiu  the  mercantile 
business  in  1842,  leaving  it  in  charge  of  his  sons. 

Air.  Collins'  benevolence  was  systematic,' as  well 
as  bountiful.  For  about  twenty  years  before  his 
death  he  had  taken  the  resolve  not  to  lay  up  prop- 
erty.. "All  the  great  societies  of  Christian  benefi- 
cence were  aided  by  his  bounty.    In  this  manner  he 


took  the  rewards  of  his  beneticence  into  his  own  life, 
and  grew  by  tlie  Christly  measures  of  his  charities. 
He  had  always  been  to  a  marked  degree  actively  in- 
terested in  the  general  welfare  of  Flartford,' and 
vigorously  aided  plans  for  its  improvement  and 
prosperity.    .At  the  time  of  the  proposed  extension 
mto  the  Farniingtun  valley  of  tlie  Hartford  <S:  I'rov- 
idence  railroad  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
subscriptions.    He  himself  became  as  large  a  stock- 
holder as  his  means  would  permit,  and  personallv 
superintended  many  of  the  labors  incidental  to  the 
:  extension  of  the  road.    Air.  CoIHtis  was  a  member  of 
I  the  comnum  council  for  several  years ;  was  elected 
mayor  in  1S43.  re-elected  in  1845,  and  declined  a 
!  third  term  wdiich  was  pressed  upon  him.    At  the 
:  proposed  erection  of  the  Hartford  High  school  he 
;  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  buildin.g  committee, 
[  and  with  a  few  others  contrilnued  liberallv.    At  its 
formation  he  became  in  great  measure  persona'lv  re- 
sponsible for  its  success.    Mr.  Collins  was  a  zealous 
and  working  friend  of  the  temperance  cause,  known 
I  as  such  from  1826.    In  its  Ixdialf  he  made  excellent 
!  speeches  in  ver}-  nearly  everv  neighborhood  in  a 
'  large  circuit  aroimd  Idartford.    He  was  earlv  an 
anti-sla^rry  man,  the  unpopularitv  of  a  good  cause 
I  seeming  to  him  a  very  good  reason  for  lielping  it. 
I  The  I'Tee-Soilers  once  or  twice  ran  him  for  Con- 
;  gress.    In  religious  matters  Air.  Collins  had  decided 
views,  and  he  could  clearly  and  strongly  express 
I  them.    He  was  firm,  enthusiastic,  and  also  well  bal- 
anced and  just.    .After  his  death,  wdiich  occurred 
Xov.  10,  1858.  his  pastor  Rev.  Dr.  Bushnell,  said 
I  of  him:  "Deacon  .A.  AI.  Collins  was  one  of  the  few 
;  men  or  Christians  who  require  to  be  noted  as  spec- 
\  ialties.    He  was  among  the  land-mark  characters 
\  of  our  citv.  and  a  man  so  positive  in  everv  sphere  of 
!  action  or  counsel  that  the  void  which  is  made  by  his 
i  death  will  be  deeply  felt,  and  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
!       "There  is  almost  nothing  here  that  has  not  some- 
i  how  felt  his  power,  nothing  good  which  has  not 
I  somehow  profited  by  his  beneficence.    Banks,  saving 
i  institutions,  railroads,  the  singular  anomaly  of  a 
I  large  wdiolesale  dry-goods  trade  which  distinguishes 
i  Hartford  as  an  inland  city,  the  city  councils  and  im- 
!  provements,  the  city  Alissions  and  Sunday-schools. 
I  'the  .Asylum  for  the  Dumb,  the  Retreat  for  the  In- 
■  sane,  the  High  School,  the  Almshouse,  three  at  least 
I  of  the  churches,  almost  everything  public,  in  fact, 
'  has  his  counsel,  impulse,  character,  beneficence,  and 
what  is  more,  if  possible,  his  real  work,  incoriiorated 
i  in  it.  Whole  sections  of  the  city  are  changed  by  him. 
i       "But  the  Church  was  dearest  to  him  of  all  * 
There  was  never  a  better  man  to  support  and  steady 
I  a  Christian  pastor  I  loved  him  as  a  friend,  as 

what  brother  did  not?  I  took  him  for  mv  best  coun- 
sel. I  leaned  u[)on  him  as  a  prop.  Who  can  ostijuate 
the  value  of  such  a  man  ':" 

In  the  troubles  that  later  l)efell  the  CIuutIi.  aris- 
]  ing  from  the  charges  of  heresy  concerning  its  pas- 
i  tor.  Air.  C  ollins  with  two  others  of  its  members  were 
I  among  the  first  to  foresee  the  course  to  be  pursued. 
In  a  i)aper  addressed  by  him  to  the  Hartford  Ccn- 
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tral  -\ssociation,  ^Jr.  Collins  said:  "W'e  think  it 
necessary  •  ^  to  take  the  position  of  an  independent 
Lhurcli  *  *  *  and  have  tlierefore  witlulrawn  tidni 
our  connection  with  tlie  Consociation  with  which  w  e 
united  in  our  infancv.'" 

The  following-  extract  is  from  the  tribute  paid 
to  Mr.  Collins  by  Hon.  Joseph  R.  llawlc}-  in  the 
Hartford  Evening  Press,  of  which  he  was  editor  at 
that  time:  "I'ositively,  it  is  precisely  true,  and  no 
unmeaning  eulogy,  if  we  say  that  the  symmetry  and 
strength  of  his  physical  man  harmonized  with  his 
Ime  proportions  as  a  Christian  merchant,  citizen, 
friend  and  neighbor.  Jie  was  such  an  outgrowth  of 
Kew  England  hills,  scIickjIs  and  churches  as  we  can 
point  to  with  pride." 

(i)  William  Lyman  Collins,  eldest  son  of  Amos 
Ivlorris  Collins,  was  born  at  Blandford,  ]\lass.,  Feb. 
lo,  1812.  For  about  thirty-hve  years  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  mercantile  interests  of  Hartford, 
first  with  the  firm  his  father  founded  as  A.  M.  Col- 
lins &  Sons,  and  later  as  Collins  Brothers  &  Com- 
pany. This  firm  was  among  the  most  prudent  and 
reliable  in  New  England,  and  so  much  confidence 
was  reposed  in  it  that,  after  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  when  banks  and  bankers  were  looked  upon 
with  suspicion,  the  house  of  Collins  Brothers  & 
Company  was  otTered  large  sums  of  money,  with- 
out security,  by  its  correspondents.  Air.  Collins 
was  for  many  years  a  director  in  the  City  Gas 
Light  Company,  also  in  the  Merchants  Insurance 
Company,  a  member  of  the  managing  board  of  the 
Retreat,  and  was  for  a  long  time  connected  with 
the  Society  of  Savings.  The  Park  was  one  of  his 
favorite  projects,  to  which,  as  chairman  of  the 
Park  Commissioners  for  a  number  of  years,  he 
gave  his  watchful  attention,  and  Hartford  is  large- 
ly indebted  to  his  refined  tastes  and  persevering 
industrv  for  the  plans  and  laving  out  of  this  orna- 
ment to  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the  first  pro- 
jectors of  the  Hartford  &  Wethersfield  Horse  rail- 
road. The  Cedar  Hill  cemetery  was  another 
enterprise  in  which  he  felt  deep  interest,  and 
the  ^^'est  End  improvements  were  more  due 
to  him  than  to  any  other  citizen.  He  was 
one  of  the  foremost  in  establishing  the  Asy- 
lum Plill  Congregational  Church.  In  Afr,  Col- 
lins' death,  which  occurred  in  Chicago,  Nov.  15, 
1865,  the  city  lost  one  of  its  most  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  citizens.  ^Iv.  Collins  was  unosten- 
tatious, and  the  public  at  large  could  not  know 
him  as  he  was  known  and  respected  by  bu.siness 
men  who  were  constantlv  Ijrought  in  contact  with 
him.  He  was  modest  in  all  things,  and  purely  un- 
selfish in  all.  His  opinions  were  decided  and  sel- 
dom at  fault.  He  delighted  in  liberal  works,  in 
encouraging  all  deserving  charities,  and  no  indi- 
vidual case  which  called  for  assistance,  and  was 
known  to  be  worthy,  was  ever  turned  off  unre- 
lieved. 

On  Nov.  14,  1835,  ]Mr.  Collins  married  Harriet 
Piersou,  daughter  of  Dr.  Aaron  Pierson,  of 
Orange,  N.  J.    She  died  Jan.  15,  1871.    To  this 


\  union  were  born  children  as  follows :  Edward  Pier- 
:  son.  deceased;  2\Iary  Lyman,  deceased;  Ellen; 
:  1-  rances,  widow  of  Dr.  William  J  I.  Palmer,  of 
:  Cleveland,  Ohio,  who  died  June  19,  1871;  W'iil- 
I  iam  i'ierson,  deceased ;  and  Alice,  who  on  April 
,  j8.  1881,  married  Samuel  Gurley  Dunb.am,  son  of 
j  Austin  Dunham.  Their  children:  Ethel  LoUms, 
;  Alice  Elizabeth,  Sarah  Root,  Frances  Collins, 
i  Austin  and  Beatrice  Lyman. 

I        {2)  Morris  Collins  was  born  Oct.  18,  1813.  and 
I  died  March  19,  1873.    On  Nov.  4,  1852,  he  mar- 
I  ried  Alartha  Wickes  Blatchford,  daughter  of  Rev. 
I  John  Blatchford,  of  Ouincy,  111.,  and  their  chil- 
:  dren  were:  John    Blatchford;    Frances  Wickes, 
Amos  Morris,  Martha  Blatchford,  Alice  Blatchford, 
and  Richard  Ely,.    For  his  second  wife  Morris  Col- 
lins wedded  Hannah  Adams,  and  they  had  one  child, 
Henrv  Adams,  born  Feb.  6,  1866,  who  died  Aug.  19, 
I  1867.' 

j  (3)  Erastus  Collins,  son  of  ,\mos  3*Iorris  Col- 
lins, and  father  of  Atwood  Collins,  w-as  born 
j  Feb.  10,  181 5.  in  Blandford,  2\[ass.  He  came 
I  to  Hartford  with  his  father's  family  in  1819, 
j  and  for  years  was  associated  with  his  father 
!  in  the  business  described  above.  He  was  a  prom- 
I  inent  and  trusted  man  in  Flartford  interests.  He 
?  was  a  director  of  the  .F2tna  insurance  Company, 
and  as  chairman  of  its  building  committee  be  su- 
perintended the  construction  of  the  present  fine 
brown-stone  structure  of  that  company  on  Main 
street,  north  of  the  ^Etna  Life  building.  He  was 
!  also  director  and  vice-president  of  the  Hartford 
I  Hospital ;  a  director  of  the  American  School  at 
I  Hartford  for  the  Deaf ;  an  active  and  valuable 
I  school  visitor;  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Hart- 
;  ford  &  Wethersfield  Horse  Railway  Company;  a 
I  projector  of  the  noble  Cedar  Flill  cemetery,  and 
I  a  leader  in  the  Young  jNIen's  Institute  (  now  the 
i  Hartford  Library).  For  two  winters  l)efore  his 
i  death  he  was  especially  active  in  philanthropic 
j  work.  Mr.  Collins  w-as  a  true  Christian ;  in  his 
'  own  unostentatious  way  he  lived  the  life  he  pro- 
i  fessed.  His  religious  profession,  made  in  his  early 
i  youth,  was  in  the  old  North  Congregational 
;  Church  (now,  in  another  locality,  the  Park 
\  Church),  in  1830 — about  the  time  Dr.  Spring  was 
j  succeeded  by  Dr.  Bushnell,  we  think,  and  having 
j  united  with  that  Church  he  remained  in  it  until  the 
j  organization,  in  1852,  of  the  Pearl  Street  Church. 

He  became  interested  therein,  and  was  one  of  the 
i  founders.  He  became,  when  the  Asylum  Hill 
!  Church  was  founded,  not  merely  a  member,  but 
:  one  of  its  leading  supporters,  contributirig  at  one 
j  time  largely  toward  the  extinguishment  of  the 
I  debt.  It  is  to  such  men  as  he,  and  Roland  2\Iather, 
:  that  the  Church  has  been  indebted  for  nuich  of 
1  its  prosperity.  Mr.  Collins  built  up  an  admirable 
!  character  in' Hartford.  It  was  a  life  work,  but  it 
I  is  one  which  wins  appreciatii^n,  when  fellow  citizens 
:  can  view  such  a  character  through  a  long  perspoc- 
j  tive  of  i)hilanth.ropic  enterprises  and  aliounding 
good  deeds. 
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Mr.  Collins  was  first  a  dork,  and  later  asso- 
c;jU'<l  with  his  father  in  the  hu-iness  of  the  great 
]iOU>r  whieh  afterward  became  his  own.  fliat 
l;on-^  lonk.  among-  other  acoonnt-,  that  of  the  well- 
kiiown  Sprague  prints.  Later,  on  the  failure  of 
the  A.  &  W.  Sprague  ^Ifg.  Co.,  Collins  ilt  Fenn, 
J:V  a  s^Kcial  arrangement,  took  all  the  product;  of 
the  Sprague  mills.  This  arrangement  proved  a 
safe  and  {)rofitahle  one  fur  the  Hartford  house, 
and.  giving  as  it  did  the  entire  Sprague  account  to 
the  Hartford  house  of  Collins  iS:  Fenn,  largelv  in- 
creased the  business  of  the  cnuimission  house. 
!Mr.  Collins  was  a  cautious  man.  in  business  as  in 
everything  else.  He  went  into  no  business  trans- 
action without  fully  considering  it  from  all  points 
of  view.  He  owned  real-estate  in  Hartford,  on  the 
south  side  of  Asylum  street,  between  Alain  and 
Trumbull,  and  land  on  Asylum  avenue,  Atwood 
and  Collins  streets.  He  was  also  a  large  owner 
of  gas  stock  and  horse-raihvay  shares,  and  other 
local  securities.  Toward  the  close  of  1876  Air. 
Collins  retired  from  the  active  business  of  the 
house,  with  which  he  was  so  long  connected,  and 
afterward  devoted  his  time  largely  to  philanthropic 
enterprises. 

On  Jan.  26,  1848,  Air.  Collins  v.as  married  to 
jNIary  Atwood,  daughter  of  the  late  John  AI.  At- 
M-ood,  of  Philadelphia.  She  died  Alarch  31,  1S74, 
he  on  April  8,  1880.  Their  children  were:  (i) 
Henrietta  A.  was  married  Feb.  17,  1876,  to  Daniel 
Robinson  Howe,  and  their  children  are  Edmund 
D.,  Henrietta  C,  and  Alarjorie  F.  (2)  Atwood, 
married  on  June  9,  1S80,  Alary  B.  Brace.  Their 
children  are  Gertrude,  Frederick  S.,  Elinor  B., 
Alarion  A.  and  Emily  B.  (3)  Caroline  Lyman, 
married,  on  Alarch  9,  1886,  Dr.  Charles  Whitney 
Page,  superintendent  of  Aliddletown  Hospital,  and 
their  children  are  Atwood  C,  Charles  \V.,  Jr.,  and 
Ruth  Whitney.  (4.)  William  Erastus  is  referred 
to  below. 

(^4)  Charles  Collins,  born  April  2,  1817,  was 
married  Sept.  i,  1840,  to  Alary  Hall  Terry,  daugh- 
ter of  Eliphalet  Terry,  of  Hartford;  she  died  in 
1900:  their  children  are:  Lydia  Coit  married  Will- 
iam Piatt  Ketcham.  Charles  Terry  married  Alary 
Abby  Wood;  children,  Charles,  Clarence  Lyman, 
Alary  Terry  and  Arthur  Alorris.  Clarence  Lyman 
married  Alarv  Louise  Clark :  have  one  daughter, 
Edith.  Arthur  Alorris  died  Jan.  3,  1861.  Louise 
Terry  married  William  Allen  Butler,  Jr. 

(5)  Edward  Collins,  born  Xov.  15.  1820,  passed 
away  Aug.  4,  1822.  (6)  Alaria  Elizabeth  Collins  was 
married  Alay  13,  1846,  to  Rev.  Caleb  Strong,  who 
<.lied  Jan.  3,  1847.  (7)  Flenry  Collins,  born  Jan.  7, 
1827,  died  Aug.  22,  1828.  (8)  Alary  Frances  Col- 
hns. 

\V'illiam  Erastus  Collins,  son  of  Erastus  Collins, 
was  born  C)ct.  10,  1859.  In  1880  he  graduated  from 
the  Hartford  Public  High  School,  and  in  1884  from 
\\'illiams  College,  after  which  he  became  connected 
with  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Hartford  Courant.  He 
was  an  ambitious  and  brilliant  journalist,  and  his 


I  colleagues  uix'u  the  newspaper  state  that  "he  pos- 
i  sessed  intlustry,  zeal,  a  real  love  of  work,  clever  wit 
!  and  an  individual  style,  with  a  high  ideal  of  journal- 
i  istic  work,  and  was  living  up  to  it.    He  h.ad  read 
i  freelv,  traveled  widely,  and  his  range  of  information 
!  \\  as  large  and  his  culture  genuine.    Fie  had  a  home- 
I  loving  ;uuu-re.  deeply  devoted  to  his  family,  and  the 
i  evident  happiness  of  his  domestic  life  was  pioverbial 
amonq:  his  friends."    He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  His  active,  noble,  manly 
and  miselfisb.  life  was  suddenly  finished  Alay  20, 
1893.    On  Alay  5,  1886,  Air.  Collins  married,  at  In- 
dianapolis, Eva  Lee  Steele,  and  they  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Ruth  Lee. 

HOX.  EDWARD  WILLIAAIS  TWICHELL 
was  l>orn  in  the  town  of  Southington  Nov.  5,  1839, 
and  is  a  descendant  of  Joseph  Twichell,  the  com- 
mon ancestor  of  all  who  bear  the  name  in  this  coun- 
try. 

Joseph  Twichell  came  from  England  about  1630, 
and  located  in  Dorchester,  Alass.,  where  he  was  ad- 
mitted as  a  freeman  Alay  14,  1634.  He  probably 
died  there.  His  son  Benjamin  removed  from  Dor- 
chester to  Bogiston  about  1663,  and  purchased  100 
acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Sherborn,  AWss.  Soon 
after  this  he  moved  to  Lancaster,  same  State,  where 
he  is  supposed  to  have  died,  or  was  killed  by  the  In- 
dians. His  son,  Abiele  Twichell,  was  born  in  No- 
vember, 1663,  and  was  the  father  of  Benoni  Twich- 
ell. who  was  born  about  1684,  and  was  one  of  the 
thirty  original  grantees  of  Oxford,  Alass.  In  1722 
and  1723  he  was  styled  an  inn-holder  on  the  C)xford 
records,  and  between  1720  and  1740  was  largely 
engaged  in  the  transfer  of  real  estate  in  Oxford  and 
vicinitv.  In  1727  he  purchased  100  acres  of  land  in 
\\'oodstock,  Conn.,  with  a  mansion  in  Oxford  v/hich 
he  had  previously  owned,  and  in  1740  became  pro- 
prietor of  lands  in  Poquiog  (now  Athol),  Alass. 
He  is  supposed  to  have  died  in  Killingly  (now 
Thompson),  Conn.  On  April  18,  1705,  he  married 
Hannah  Allen.  Their  son,  Joseph  Twichell.  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Thompson.  Among  their  children 
was  Isaac  Twichell,  who  was  born  in  Oxford.  Alass., 
and  about  1767  located  in  Southington,  Conn.,  where 
he  died  Feb.  10,  1776.  Isaac  Twichell  married  De- 
borah Alcox,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Joseph 
Twichell,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  born 
in  Wolcott,  Hartford  county.  July  15,  1769,  and  died 
Alarch  14,  1824.  He  first  married  Electa,  daughter 
of  Simeon  Hopkins,  of  \Volcott,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  married  Phebe,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Phel)e  (Hall)  Atkins.  The  latter  was  the  grand- 
mother of  our  subject.    She  died  Dec.  5,  1823. 

Our  subject's  father,  Edward  Twichell,  was  born 
in  Wolcott  Sept.  5,  1810,  and  v.as  there  reared  and 
educated.  In  earlv  manhood  he  located  in  Plants- 
ville,  where  he  learned  the  tanner's  aiul  currier's 
trade  with  Timothy  Higgin.^  ;  later,  in  partnership 
vvith  his  preceptor,  he  engaged  in  that  business, 
and,  branching  out,  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
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oi  loatluT  licliiiii;.  Retiring-  from  that  business  in 
1850,  yir.  Twichell  ciiibarkctl  in  the  manufacture  of 
carriage  har^lware  uitli  Henry  D.  Smith,  untlcr  the 
lirni  name  of  H.  ]).  Smith  &  Co.,  and  was  interested 
in  lliat  business  up  to  the  lime  of  iiis  death,  in  the 
spring  of  1S61.  He  married  Sehna  D.  Carter,  a 
daughter  of  Reuben  Carter,  of  W  olcott.  and  to  them 
were  born  tiiree  cliildren  who  reached  years  of  ma- 
turity:  Joseph  Hopkins,  a  Congregational  minister, 
wlio  has  been  pastor  of  the  Asyhim  Hill  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Hartford  since  its  organization,  in 
1S65;  Edward  \\'.,  our  subject;  and  Sarah  J.,  wife 
of  Kdmund  A.  Ware. 

The  boyhood  and  yuutli  of  our  subieet  were 
passed  in  riantsville*  and  after  attending  the  public 
schools  for  some  time  he  was  a  student  at  Lewis 
Academy.  P"rom  the  age  of  seventeen  to  twenty 
years,  after  completing  his  education,  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  in  Laporte,  Ind.,  but  since  1S61 
he  has  been  connected  with  H.  D.  Smith  &  Co..  of 
Southington,  first  as  shipping  clerk,  then  as  book- 
keeper, and,  since  1865,  as  treasurer  of  the  com- 
pany. He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  and  vice-president 
of  the  Southington  Bank,  and  has  been  actively 
identified  with  the  business  life  of  the  town. 

On  Oct.  18,  1866,  'Mr.  Twiehell  v,-as  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Sarah  Louise  Harrison,  a 
daughter  of  .^lartin  and  Sally  (Moore)  l""risbie,  of 
Southington.  They  have  one  son,  Reuben  Carter, 
who  was  born  Xov.  25,  1877,  and  graduated  from 
Yale,  a  member  of  the  class  of  1900. 

In  his  political  views  ^Ir.  Twiehell  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  he  has  served  as  assessor  of  his  town  for 
two  years,  and  represented  it  in  the  State  Legislature 
during  the  session  of  1880.  Fraternally  he  belongs 
to  Friendship  Lodge,  Xo.  33,  F.  &  A.  ^1..  of  South- 
ington, of  which  his  grandfather  was  also  a  member. 
He  is  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Plants- 
ville  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  has  been 
clerk  since  its  organization  in  1866.  He  is  a  man 
of  excellent  business  and  executive  ability,  is  public- 
spirited  and  enterprising,  and  is  quite  popular  in 
both  business  and  social  circle?. 

GEN.  LUCIUS  A.  BARBOUR,  of  Hartford, 
president  of  the  Willimantic  Linen  Co..  and  one  of 
the  prominent  men  of  Connecticut,  is  a  descendant 
on  both  sides  from  families  who  have  been  conspic- 
uous in  the  history  of  Xew  England  for  over  two 
and  a  half  centuries. 

Gen.  Barbour  on  his  paternal  side  is  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Thomas  Barber,  the  emigrant  an- 
cestor, the  line  of  his  descent  being  through  Lieut. 
Thomas,  Samuel,  Jolm,  John  (2),  John  (3),  and 
Lucius  Barbour;  and  on  his  maternal  side  he  is  in' 
the  ninth  generation  from  Robert  Day,  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Hartford,  the  line  of  his 
descent  being  through  Thomas,  SanuiL-l.  Jn.-iah, 
Gideon,  Aml)rose,  Albert  and  FLirriet  Loui'-e  Day. 

(I)  Thomas  Barber  (spelled  Barber,  I'.arbor, 
Barbar,  and  Barbour,  as  variously  writlc:^.  through 
the  proljate    records;    the    spelling  Barbour  was 


'  adopted  by  Henry,  of  this  branch,  of  the  famii\), 
the  Ikst  of  the  name  in  Xew  England,  came  to 
^  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1O35.  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
:  with  the  SaIton>tall  party,  under  b'rancis  Stiles. 
;  He  was  a  soldier  from  \\"iniis(n-  in  the  Pequot  fight. 
^  and  is  mentioned  in  Alason's  narrative.  He  married 
!  Oct.  7,  1640,  and  died  Sept.  11,  lOOJ.  His  wife, 
1  Jane,  died  Sept.  10,  16O2. 

I  (11)  Lieiu.  Thomas  Ilarber,  son  of  Thomas. 
:  born  July  14,  ii'>44,  married  Dec.  13,  i()<')0.  Alar}' 
j  rlielps,  born  March  2,  i'.)44,  daughter  of  William 
1  Phelps,  the  emigrant,  of  Windsor,  and  hrs  second 
{  wife,  Mary  (Dover).  Jle  removed  to  Simsbury, 
I  where  he  built  the  first  meeting-house.  He  died 
Alay  10,  1713.    She  died  in  1OS7. 

(Ill)   Sanuiel  Barber,  son  of  Lieut.  Thomas, 
born  Alay  17,  1673.  niarried  Dec.  17,  1712,  Sarah, 
;  Holcomb.  born  in  1691,  daughter  of  Xathaniel  Hol- 
j  comb  and  Mary  (Bliss).    He  died  Dec.  18,  1725, 
I  and  she  died  in  1787,  at  the  age  of  ninety-six.  She 
!  removed  from  the  old  parish  to  West  Simsburv^  in 
i  1738  v/ith  her  four  sons,  Sanmel,  Thomas,  Jona- 
than and  John,  and  her  daughters.  Alercy  and  Sarah, 
the  sons  settling  on  the  best  lands  in  the  Center 
School  District.    This  family  were  among  the  ear- 
liest and  most  conspicuous  settlers  of  West  Sims- 

;  (I^'  )  John  Barber,  son  of  Samuel,  born  Dec. 
4,  1719,  married  Jan.  22,  1746-47,  Lydia  Reed, 
born  X"^ov.  18,  1726,  daughter  of  Jacob  Reed  and 
Alary   (Hill).     He  died  in  1799,  and  his  widow 

j  died  in  1806. 

i  (V)  John  Barber  (2),  son  of  John,  born  Xov. 
1  29,  1749,  married  in  1773  Elizabeth  Case,  born 
i  April  20,  1752,  daughter  of  Capt.  Josiah  Case  and 
{  Esther  (Higley).  He  died  Xov.  3,  1825.  She 
I  died  Alay  26,  18 17. 

i        (VI)  John  Barbour   (3),  son  of  John,  born 
I  Feb.  18,  1782.  married  (first)  Oct.  13,  1803,  Dc- 
1  light  Griswold  Case,  born  Oct.  15,  1783,  daughter 
I  of  Elisha  Case  and  Delight  (Griswold).    She  died 
!  April  13,  1811,  and  he  married  (second)  June  15, 
I  18 1 2,  Fanny  Hunt,  born  Aug.  30,  1792,  daugiUer 
i  of  George  Hunt  and  Jemima  (HoUister).    He  died 
\  Xov.  24,  1865,  Mrs.  Barbour  on  Nov.  6,  1858. 
'        (VH)  Lucius  Barbour,  son  of  John  (3),  born 
'  [ulv  26,  1805,  in  Canton,  Conn.,  married  April  23, 
I  1840,  Harriet  Louise  Day,  born  Feb.  2,  1821,  daugh- 
'  ter  of  Deacon  Albert  Day  and  Flarriet  (Chapin). 
;  He  died  Feb.  10,  1873,  she' on  Sept.  26,  1886.  When 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Western  Xew  York,  on  their 
removal  to  that  State.    For  a  number  of  years  sac- 
:  ceeding  his  majority  he  was  traveling  in  the  South 
and  \\'est,  where  he  was  engageil  in  business  and 
i  investing  in  Western  land,  particularly  in  the  State 
of  Indiana.    He  finally  located  in  Madison,  Ind., 
'  of  (jur  citv,  and  a  ma!i  so  positive  in  every  sphere  of 
:  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  dry-goods  business. 

Subsecn'.eiUly  he  became  intere-ied  in  similar  I)usi- 
'  ness  at  (ancinnati.   (  )hio.     Along  in  the  middle 
■forties  he  removed  to  Hartford.  Conn.,  and  ever 
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aiu-rward  ihadc  liiai  oily  liis  liunio.  vet  as  a  silent 
jiartnor-  retaiiicil  liis  iiUcrcsis  in  ilic  business  houses 
at  Maili-'^n  and  L'incimiati.  IJe  |M,iSsesscU  excellent 
business  lial.)it>  and  abiliiy.  and  in  his  undertakings 
jirospered  greatly,  lie  was  an  n].'iiglu  man  and  a 
Clui.-tian  gentleman,  and  was  gn.:itl_\-  esteemed  and 
respected  by  the  cunnnmnty  in  which  he  livetl. 
He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Second  Congregational 
Chin-ch  of  Hartford  from  1858  to  iS05,\ind  in  the 
]-'jrst  Church  of  the  same  denomination  and  city 
from  i8ck_;  until  his  dealli.  He  was  a  trustee  of 
the  Congregational  Seminary  ;  and  a  director  of  the 
American  Asylum  for  the  13eaf  and  Dumb,  and  of 
the  Charter  Oak  Bank. 

Lucius  -\.  l>arbom-.  son  of  Lucius  Barbour,  and 
t!ie  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  Jan.  26, 
184O,  at  -Madison,  Ind..  and  in  infancy  was  brougiit 
to  Harlfiird.  Conn.,  by  his  jiarents,  on  their  return 
to  llial  city.  Here  his  youth  was  passed  in  attend- 
ajicc  in  the  public  schn-jls  of  the  city,  he  being  grad- 
uated from  the  high,  scliool  in  1864.  Later  he 
became  teller  in  the  Charter  Oak  Bank,  holding 
the  i>ositi'>n  until  1870,  when  he  resigned  for  the 
]>urjK)se  of  a  contemplated  two  years'  tour  of  travel 
m  Kuroiie.  From  boyliood  young  Jjarbour  evinced 
a  taste  for  military  atlairs,  and  it  is  perhaps  in  this 
liiK"  tiiat  lie  lias  been  the  most  widely  known 
throughout  the  State  and  New  England.  However, 
]n"s  business  career  has  been  equally  brilliant.  He 
<Milisted  Sept.  9,  1865,  becoming  a  private  in  the 
Hartford  City  Guard,  then  attached  to  tb.e  First 
Regiment  as  Battery  D.  His  military  advancements 
were  rapid,  and  received  wide  notice  in  the  State, 
and  he  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  promotions, 
his  instincts  and  tastes  entitling  him  to  military 
leadership  from  the  outset.  He  resigned  from  the 
(juard  in  1871,  but  rettuned  some  years  later,  when, 
in  February,  1875,  he  was  chosen  major  of  the 
}'!rst  Regiment.  He  was  elected  lieutenant-colonel 
Dec.  29,  1876,  and  on  June  26,  187S,  was  advanced 
to  the  command  of  tlie  regiment.  Col.  Barbour 
was  in  command  of  the  First  at  the  Yorktown 
Centennial  in  1881,  and  won  a  national  reputation 
by  the  splendid  efficiency  and  discipline  which  his 
organization  displayed.  In  connection  with  the 
"Y  orktown  Centennial  the  command  visited  Charles- 
t'ln.  .S.  C,  and  gained  the  highest  militarv  praise. 
-Xrciubald  I'orbes,  the  celebrated  London  war  cor- 
resjK-)ndenl,  paid  a  high  tribute  to  Col.  Barbour's 
C'Jinmand.  The  Colonel  was  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular officers  connected  with  the  National  Guard, 
and  his  selection  later  as  adutant-general  of  the 
>tatt  met  with  universal  satisfaction  throughout 
Connecticut.  He  resigned  the  colonelcy  of  the  First 
Aov.  12,  1884.  ^lis  political  affiliations  have  been 
witli  the  lU'publican  party.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  1879.  serving  as 
the  colleague  of  the  late  Flon.  Henry  C.  Robinson, 
and  h;s  legislative  career  was  in  kce]Mng  with  the 
course  which  he  had  followed  in  other  callings  of 
life,  and  added  to  liis  reputation  and  pojiularity. 
('en,   liarbour    was     prominently    identified  with 
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Battle  Flag  Day,  being  a  member  of  the  legislative 
conuiiittee  'which  had  the  arrangements  in  charge. 
As  a  distinguished  representative  of  the  Nationai 
Guard  the  General  is  honored  th.rcughout  Con- 
necticut. Since  1884  he  has  been  treasurer  and 
jiresident  of  the  W'illimantic  Linen  Co.  of  the  city 
whose  name  it  l;)ears.  He  has  the  reputation  of  be'- 
ing  one  of  the  ablest  business  managers  in  the 
Capitol  City.  IBs  religious  connections  are  with 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  ILartford. 

On  Feb.  8.  1877,  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Gen.  J'>ar- 
bour  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  E.,  born  Dec.  2, 
1S49,  daughter  of  Alfred  Smith  Barnes  and  Har- 
riet Elizabeth  (Burr),  Air.  Barnes  being  of  the 
well-known  publishing  house  of  A.  S.  Barnes  & 
Co.,  of  New  York  City.  Airs.  Barbour  died  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  Nov.  8,  1899,  "niversally  beloved 
and  lamented.  Her  children  are :  Lucius  Barnes, 
of 'Yale  College,  class  of  1900;  and  Harriet  Burr. 

The  genealogy  of  the  Day  family  in  Gen.  Bar- 
bour's line  is  as  follows : 

(I)  Robert  Day  came  to  Boston  from  Ipswich, 
County  of  Suffolk,  England,  in  the  "Elizabeth," 
in  1634,  and  becan:ie  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
of  Flartford,  Conn.    He  married  Editha  Stebbins. 

(II)  Thomas  Day,  son  of  Robert,  the  immigrant, 
married  Oct.  27,  1659,  Sarah  Cooper,  daughter  of 
Lieut.  Thomas  Cooper,  who  was  killed  by  the  In- 
dians at  the  burning  of  Spring'held,  Alass.  He 
removed  to  Springfield,  Alass.,  in  1658,  and  was  the 
ancestor  of  the  Da}-  family  in  that  State. 

(III)  Samtiel  Day,  son  of  Thomas,  horn  in 
1 67 1,  married  in  1697  Alarv  (Marah)  Dumbleton, 
daughter  of  John  Dumbleton  and  Lydia  (  Leonard ) . 

(ly )  Josiah  Day,  son  of  Samuel,  born  in  1701, 
married  in  1731  Elizabeth  Bliss,  daughter  of  Pele- 
tiah  Bliss  and  Elizabeth  (Hitchcock),  and  resided 
in  West  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

(\'j  Gideon  Day.  son  of  Josiah,  born  in  1733. 
married  in  1762  Elizabeth  Duncan,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Duncan  and  Sarah  (Ingram).  Th.ey  re- 
sided in  West  Springfield,  and  later  removed  ta 
Westfield,  Alassachusetts. 

(M)  Anibrose  Day,  son  of  Gideon,  born  in 
1767,  married  in  1791  Alary  Ely,  daughter  of  Na- 
than Ely  and  Silence  (Alorgan). 

(Yli)  Albert  Day,  son  of  Ambrose,  born  in 
1797,  married  in  1819  Harriet  Chapin,  daughter  of 
Frederick  Chapin  and  Roxalany  (Lamb),  of  Chico- 
pee.  Air.  Dav  was  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Hartford,  of  the  firm  of  A.  &  C.  Day,  and  Day, 
Griswold  &  Co.  He  was  a  brother  of  the  late  Cal- 
vin Day.  He  was  lieutenant-governor  of  Connec- 
ticut, 1856-57.  His  children,  besides  Airs.  Lucius 
Barbour,  were:  .Albert  F.  and  Charles  G. 

ROGER  S.AMUEL  NEWELL.  This  well- 
known  attorney  of  Bristol,  now  serving  as  Judge 
of  Probate  and  Judge  of  the  Town  Court,  is  a 
member  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Connecti- 
cut, being  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Newell,  a  na- 
tive of  Herefoidshire,  England,  who  came  to  Con- 
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necticut  aboui  1640,  locatin-  at  FarmintTton,  and 
of  J-,k!or  W  illiain  Brewster,  who  came  in  the  "May- 
llower."  Tliuinas  Xewell  married  Rebecca  Olm- 
stead.  and  among;  their  children  was  a  son  Sanmel, 

Samuel  Xewell.  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent, 
was  an  ensign  in  the  militia.  He  married  Mary 
Ilari.  and  had  one  son  Samuel,,  born  in  1686. 

Samuel  Xewell  married  Sarah  Xorton,  and  had 
a  son  Isaac,  born  in  171 1. 

Isaac  Xewell  married  Rachel  Pomeroy,  and  had 
a  son  Simeon,  born  in  1748. 

Simeon  Xewell  was  a  captain  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army,  and  a  memlx-r  of  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati,  his  original  certificate  being  now  in  the 
possession  of  our  subject.  He  married  Mercy 
Hooker,  and  had  a  son  Roger  S.  Xewell,  of  Farni- 
ington,  Connecticut. 

Roger  S.  Xewell,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
married  Xaomi  Hawley,  and  had  the  following 
children:  Samuel  P.,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
George,  deceased ;  Henry,  deceased,  formerly  a 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  California;  Edward 
E.,  a  resident  of  Bristol,  Conn. ;  and  Cornelia  H., 
wife  of  Charles  H.  Chapin,  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
lately  deceased. 

Samuel  P.  X^ewell  was  born  Xov.  16,  1823,  in 
Farmington,  Conn.,  where  he  acquired  his  elemen- 
tary education.  Later  he  took  a  course  in  Yale 
University,  and  read  law  in  the  office  of  John 
Hooker,  Esq.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  184S,  and  shortly  afterward 
removed  to  Bristol,  where  he  practiced  his  pro- 
fession during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  served 
"as  judge  of  probate.  United  States  revenue  col- 
lector for  the  district,  and  held  other  important 
public  offices,  and  v.-as  also  a  director  of  the  X^a- 
tional  Bank,  the  Savings  Bank,  and  the  Bristol 
Water  Co.  Politically  he  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  died  Jan.  2,  1888,  widely  hon- 
ored for  his  useful  and  well-spent  life.  On  Oct. 
10,  1854,  he  married  ]\Iiss  ?^Iartha  Judd  Brewster, 
of  Bristol,  Conn.,  who  survives  him  and  still  re- 
sides in  Bristol.  Five  children  were  born  to  them, 
of  whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest,  (i)  Eliza- 
beth X.  married  John  J.  Jennings,  and  died  Oct. 

17,  1888,  leaving  two  sons,  Xewell  and  John  J.,  Jr., 
who  reside  in  Bristol.  (2)  Cordelia  X.,  widow  of 
Harry  W.  Barnes,  resides  in  Bristol.  (3)  Anita 
died  in  childhood.  (4)  ]Mary  B.  married  Frederick 
B.  Scudder,  of  Xew  York  City. 

Roger  Samuel  Xewell  was  bron  in  Bristol,  Oct. 

18,  1867,  and  received  his  academic  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  town  and  of  Hartford. 
He  graduated  from  the  Hartford  Public  Fligh 
School  in  1886,  from  Yale  University  in  1889,  and 
from  Yale  Law  School  in  1891.  He  then  read  law 
in  the  office  of  John  J.  Jennings,  Esq.,  of  Bristol, 
and  in  1891  was  adm.itted  to  the  Bar,  after  which 
he  continuously  practiced  his  chosen  profession  as 
a  partner  with  his  preceptor  until  the  lattcr's  death, 
April  I,  1900.    Fie  was  the  first  clerk  of  the  bor- 


j  ough  of  Bristol,  in  1S95  was  elccled  judge  of  the 
!  town  court,  and  in  189(1  was  elected  judgx;  of  pro- 
1  bate,  to  succeed  Elbert  E.  Thorpe,  on  the  latter's 
I  decease.  Socially  he  and  Ins  family  are  prominent. 
I  and  he  is  a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  Xo.  56,  F. 
I  &  A.  .AI,.  and  Pequabuck  Chapter,  R.  A.  :M.  In  pol- 
itics he  is- a  Republican,  and  in  religious  belief  a 
Congregationalist. 

Mr.  Xewell  was  married  in  Bristol,  Sept.  25, 
1S95,  to  Miss  Adaline  Birge,  daughter  of  Senator 
John  and  Mary  A.  (Root)  Birge. 

GEX.  JAMES  T.  PRATT  (deceased.  Long 
pronnnent  in  the  business  life  of  Flartford  and  in  the 
public  affairs  of  the  State,  Gen.  Pratt  was  one  of 
the  best-known  men  in  Connecticut  politics. 

A  son  of  Capt.  John  Pratt,  of  .Aliddletown,  he 
was  born  in  1802,  in.  that  part  of  the  town  from 
which  Cromwell  has  since  been  formed.  As  a  bov 
he  came  to  Hartford,  and  served  as  a  clerk  first  iii 
the  dry-goods  store  of  J.  B.  Hosmer,  and  later  in 
that  of  Robert  Watkinson.  About  1824  young  Pratt 
started  in  the  jobbing  and  commission  business,  the 
pioneer  of  this  branch  of  the  dry-goods  business, 
which  has  since  grown  to  such  proportions.  He  was 
associated  with  E.  G.  Howe  and  Rowland  ^Mather, 
the  firm  name  for  a  time  being  Pratt,  Hov/e  & 
Mather,  and  afterward  becoming  Howe,  IMather  & 
Co.  Young  Pratt  was  full  of  life,  and  a  natural 
leader.  In  a  private  letter  he  wrote  two  years  be- 
fore his  death,  regretting  his  inability  to  attend  the 
i^^oot  Guard  reception  to  the  governor,  he  thus  ex- 
pressed himself:  'T  joined  the  Horse  Guard  about 
1820,  and  attended  the  'Election  Ball'  of  that  year; 
danced  with  Miss  Boardman.  of  Xew  ^vlilfo'rd,  a 
a  sister  of  the  late  Hon.  William  W.  Boardman,  of 
Xew  Haven,  a  ladv  of  rare  accomplishments.  At  that 
time  Daniel  Buck  commanded  the  Horse, and  Richard 
Goodwin  the  Foot.  I  was  chosen  commander  of  the 
Horse  on  the  4th  of  Jul\.  1826,  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  American  Independence.  The  late  ^laj.  James 
Goodwin  (father  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Goodwin) 
succeeded  me  in  command  of  the  company.  His 
brother,  Jonathan  Goodwin,  commanded  the  Foot 
at  the  same  time.  There  is  not  a  man  living  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Horse  when  I  enlisted  or  when 
I  was  elected  ]\[ajor.  The  world  moves."  Young 
Pratt  served  as  major  of  the  Horse  Guard  fro.n 
1826  to  1829;  in  1834  he  vras  elected  major  of  the 
First  Regiment  of  Cavalry;  in  1836  he  was  colonel 
of  the  regiment;  from  1837  to  1S39  ''^  ^^'^s  brig- 
adier-general commanding  the  first  brigade;  frorn 
1839  to  1846  he  was  major-general  commanding  the 
first  division;  an^d  in  i84f)-47  quartermaster-gen- 
eral. His  service  with  the  State  troops  in  various 
j)ositions  covered  a  period  of  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  and,  largclv  owing  to  his  efi"'orts,  the  mil- 
itarv  force  of  the  State  was  greatlv  increased  in 
efficiency.  There  was  no  other  man  living  at  tl;e 
time  of  Gen.  Pratt's  (U'ath  who  had  givrn  as  mach 
unsellish  labor  to  this  important  part  of  tiie  State's 
service. 
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Dcfore  fmii-hing-  his  military  service  Gcu.  Prait 
had  acquired  a  fortune  sutiicient  for  his  wants,  i-.id 
about  this  time  he  retired  from  business  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Rocky  Ilill,  known  as  the  Iclm 
W'ilHani  phace.  Always  a  IJemucrat  of  the 'old- 
fashioned  Jacksonian  type,  he  was  sure,  with  his 
lomperament,  to. take  an  active  intercbt  in  politics. 
He  represented  Rucky  iiill  in  the  Legislature  m 
1847,  1848  and  1850,  and  again  in  1857  and  18O2. 
In  1S52  he  serve^l  in  the  Senate,  representing  the 
old  First  District.  He  was  a  very  frequent  dele- 
gate to  Democratic  Stale  Conventions,  and  w  ith  liis 
white  overcoat  and  his  impetuous  manner,  both  of 
which  he  retained  as  long  as  he  lived,  became  a  con- 
spicuous and  influential  rigure.  lie  was  a  represen- 
tative from  his  district  in  the  XXXlIid  Congress 
(1853-55),  ^iid  in  1S5S  and  1S59  was  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  governoi,  being  defeated  by 
Gov.  Buckingham.  He  confidently  expected  to  be 
nominated  in  i860,  but  in  the  meantime  his  old-time 
friend  and  companion,  Thomas  H.  Se3'mour,  for 
whom  he  had  done  verj-  many  acts  of  kindness  and 
friendship,  returned  from  the  Russian  mission,  and 
was  at  once  suggested  as  the  rnan  to  be  nominated 
in  the  emergency.  Gen.  Pratt  at  once  wrote  him, 
offering  to  withdraw  in  his  favor  from  a  canvass  in 
the  convention.  CoL  Seymour  politely  and  pos- 
itively declined  to  accept  the  sacrifice  (says  Dr. 
Rufus  \\".  Griswold  in  his  "History  of  Rocky  Hill"), 
and  wrote  Gen.  Pratt  that  he  w;ould  not  be  a  candi- 
date under  any  circumstances.  Nevertheless  Sey- 
mour was  nominated  and  accepted.  This  put  an  end 
for  years  at  least,  to  an  old  friendship,  for  the  Gen- 
eral was  as  strong  in  his  prejudices  as  in  his  friend- 
ships. The  same  convention  which  nominated  Sey- 
mour elected  Pratt  a  delegate  to  the  National  Con- 
vention of  Charleston.  This  was  at  the  time  when 
the  secession  conspiracy  was  just  beginning  to  lift 
its  head.  Gen.  Pratt  represented  the  old-type  Dem- 
ocrat, who  looked  upon  the  Free-Soilers  as  imprac- 
ticable cranks,  and  upon  the  Abolitionists  as  sons 
of  Belial.  He  regarded  slavery  as  a  human  patri- 
archal institution,  which  had  always  existed,  and  he 
regarded  those  at  the  North  who  were  making  a 
crusade  against  it  as  disturbers  of  the  peace.  But 
h-e  was  a  Union  man  to  the  core,  and,  when  he  found 
the  Charleston  convention  dividing  upon  lines  look- 
ing toward  disunion,  he  did  not  hesitate  a  moment, 
but  planted  himself  fair  and  square  on  the  Union 
side.  When  it  came  to  the  question  of  breaking  with 
the  Southern  wing — or  rather  head— of  the  party, 
or  of  lending  countenance  to  the  infamous  work 
of  the  conspirators,  Gen.  Pratt's  views  were  not  un- 
certain. He  voted  for  Douglas,  and  when  threat- 
ened treason  became  a  reality  in  the  secession  move- 
ment he  became  one  of  the  foremost  leaders  of  the 
war  Democrats  of  the  State.  Rufus  W.  Griswold,  a 
long-time  friend  and  neighbor  of  Gen.  Pratt,  writes 
especially  of  this  period  of  his  life:  "I  was  much 
with  Gen.  Pratt  at  this  time,  and  more  fully  in  his 
confidence  than  any  other  person.  I  recall  many 
long  talks  with  him  between  the  adjournment  of 


j  the  convention  at  Charleston  and  its  meeting  again 
at  Baltimore,  and  especially  just  before  the  re-as- 
;  sembling,  when  it  v,  as  concluded  that,  as  lovers  of 
!  the  common  weal  rather  than  as  partisans,  the  patri- 
,  otic  Democrat  had  gone  as  far  in  support  of  tne  de- 
;  niands  of  the  South  as  could  be  rationally  expected, 
and  that  w  hen  more  was  demanded  it  could  not  be 
j  granted.    Thereafter  there  was  no  more  earnest 
I  supiwrtcr  of  the  Union  cause  than  this  old  Jack- 
I  soman  Democrat."    Elected  to  the  House  of  Reprc- 
i  scntatives  in  1S62,  he  no  longer  recorded  himself 
j  a  DeiiKicrat  but  a  "Cniun"  man,  and  for  ten  years 
j  he  acted  more  with  the  Republicans  than  with  the 
Democrats.    Afterward,  wlien  in  1870  and  1871  he 
represented  W'ethersfield    in   the   Legislature,  he 
styled  himself  in  politics  an  "Old-school  Democrat." 
Recognizing  his  fidelity  to  the  "Union,"  as  well  as 
his  standing  as  a  Democrat,  Gov.  Buckingham  ap- 
pointed him  a  delegate  to  the  Peace  Convention 
which  was  held  at  Baltimore,  with  the  vain  hope 
of  preventing  actual  conflict. 

Some  twenty  years  before  his  death  Gen.  Pratt 
removed  from  Rocky  Hill  to  \\'cthersfield,  where 
he  afterward  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  public  aft'airs  until  near  the  end  of 
life.  Personally  he  was  a  firm  friend,  and  a  stanch 
but  always  open  enemy.  He  was  positive  and  opin- 
ionated, somewhat  emphatic  in  expressing  his  views, 
especially  if  opposed  or  contradicted.  But  he  v.'as 
thoroughly  honest,  earncotly  patriotic,  straighc- 
forward  in  all  his  courses,  generous  to  the  poor,  lib- 
eral and  public-spirited.  He  was  probably  the  most 
prolific  letter-writer  in  the  State,  corresponding  with 
almost  every  one  of  any  prominence  in  either  party. 
And  he  was  nearly  as  forcible  in  his  manner  of  ex- 
pressing himself  on  paper  as  in  the  convention  or 
legislative  hall.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of 
the  F.  S:  A.  ^l.,  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  Plartford. 
He  died  April  11,  1887,  and  was  buried  at  Indian 
Hill,  ^liddletown. 

On  Nov.  29,  1840,  Gen.  Pratt  was  married  to 
Lutitia  Juliette  Ilollister,  of  South  Glastonbury, 
Conn.,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  this 
union:  James  Elijah,  deceased  in  infancy;  Laura 
Louise,  also  deceased;  James  Timothy,  sketch  of 
whom  follows;  Elizabeth  C,  widow  of  Ernest  Dem- 
ing,  late  of  Aliddletown;  Ellen  Woodward,  living 
in  Hartford;  Fanny  Wendell,  deceased;  and  John, 
connected  with  the  Xezo  York  Herald,  with  resi- 
dence in  New  York  City. 

James  T.  Pr.\tt  was  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  Conn., 
in  185 1, and  there  passed  the  earlier  years  of  his  life, 
his  education  being  received  mainly  at  St.  Paul's 
school,  Brookfield.  For  five  years  thereafter  he 
clerked  for  Wctherby,  Knous  &  Pelton.  dry-goods 
merchants,  Hartford,  passing  the  suljsequent  five 
years  in  the  railway  mail  service.  Returning  to 
Hartford,  twenty-one  years  ago,  Mr.  Pratt  engaged 
in  the  undertaking  business  with  W.  R.  ^Morgan, 
the  firm  being  Morgan  &  Pratt,  and  upon  the  retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Morgan  from  the  business  Mr.  Prat.t 
conducted  the  concern  alone  for  sonic  eiglUcen 
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niuiuiis,  ^incc  when  the  st}  lo  of  the  hnn  has  l>ccn 
Pratt  Johiuon. 

In  1894,  in  \\"othcrstic!d,  Conn.,  Mr.  Pratt  was 
married  to  ->liss  .Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Abner 
S.  W  arner,  of  that  town,  and  tliev  have  two  chil- 
dren: James  T.,  Jr.;  and  Lucia  Lhzabctb..  In  his 
fraternal  associations  Mr.  Prait  is  a  Thirty-second 
degree  Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  Shrine;  is 
also  afhliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Connecticut 
Lodge,  Xo.  93;  and  with  the  K.  of  P.,  W  ashington 
Lodge,  No.  15. 

CONE  FAMILY  of  Hartford.  This  family  is 
ail  old  and  prominent  one  in  Connecticut,  and  sev- 
eral members  thereof,  closely  related  to  the  late 
William  R.,  Sylvanus  F.,  and  Deacon  Joseph  E. 
Cone,  of  Hartford,  have  figured  in  the  professional 
and  mercantile  history  of  that  city  through  two- 
thirds  of  a  century. 

The  American  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the 
family  was  Daniel  Cone,  who,  with  three  of  his 
sons — Daniel,  Jared  and  Stephen — came  in  1651  to 
this  country  from  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  the  voyage 
being  made  in  the  ship  "John  and  Sarah."  The> 
located  first  in  }klassachusetts  (  where  w'as  born  another 
son,  Caleb),  thence  in  1657  removing  to  Haddam, 
Conn.  From  there  they  came  in  16S5  to  East  Had- 
dam, which  locality  became  the  permanent  home 
of  many  of  their  descendants.  Daniel  Cone,  Sr., 
was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  died  in  Had- 
dam, Conn.,  Oct.  24,  1706.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  twenty-eight  who  for  twenty-eight  red 
coats  bought  from  the  Indians  what  is  now  the 
county  of  ^Middlesex.  His  second  wife  was  the 
widow  of  Richard  W'alkley,  of  Haddam. 

Slyvanus  Franklin  Cone,  father  of  the  late  Jo- 
seph Henry  Cone  and  Col.  William  E.  Cone,  who 
for  many  years  as  partners  carried  on  successfully 
a  first-class  hardware  business  on  Asylum  street, 
Hartford,  where  it  has  since  been  continued  under 
the  old  firm  name  by  Col.  Cone,  was  born  Aug. 
24,  1813,  in  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Joseph 
W.  and  Mehitabel  S.  (Swan)  Cone,  who  died  }vlarch 
4,  1848,  aged  seventy-three,  and  Sept.  11,  1849, 
aged  seventy-one,  respectively,  both  being  buried  in 
the  cemetery  at  W'^est  Hartford  Center.  Sylvanus 
F.  Cone  came  to  Hartford  in  1835,  and  passed  the 
rest  of  his  lifetime  in  that  city,  where  he  was  a 
useful,  honored  and  respected  citizen.  He  always 
took  a  warm  interest  in  public  afl:'airs,  rarely  if 
ever  failing  to  exercise  his  rights  as  a  citizen.  For 
many  years  he  w^as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen  of  the  town,  also  served  as  assessor,  and 
filled  other  offices  of  trust,  always  performing  his 
duties  with  scrupulous  fidelity.  ITe  was  possessed 
of  a  most  genial  and  Icindly  disposition,  retaining 
his  youthful  feelings  and  appearance  to  a  wonder- 
ful degree  to  the  very  last.  He  died  on  June  30, 
1879,  esteemed  and  beloved  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  His  first  wife,  formerly 
Miss*  Sarah  A.  Miller,  to  whom  lie  was  married 


in  April,  1835.  passed  away  Aug.  28.  1849.  Tiieir 
ciiildren  were  as  follows:  Joseph  H.  (a  sketch  of 
;  whom  follows),  Sarah  A.,  and  Augusta  M.,  all 
,  three  deceased  ;  Augustus  F.,  a  resident  of  Toledo, 
:  Ohio;  William  E.,  in  Hartford;  and  Helen  M., 
■  deceased.  Vov  his  second  wife  Slyvanus  F.  Cone 
,  married  Dec.  11,  1850,  Delia  2^1.  Barnard,  of  Hart- 
j  ford,  and  two  children  graced  their  union:  Ella 
;  Barnard,  wife  of  Charles  W.  Pratt,  a  sketch  of 
i  whom  follows :  and  John  Barnard. 

Joseph  Henry  Cone,  who  died  at  his  liome  in 
Hartford  July  7,  1892,  was  born  in  183O,  in  the 
old  Cone  homestead  on  Farmington  avenue,  Hart- 
j  ford,  and  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  that  city.  He 
j  was  educated  at  the  public  schools,  and  at  West 
Hartford  xA.cademy,  a  famous  school  half  a  century 
ago.    Early  in  life  lie  entered  the  hardware  store 
of  George  ^I.  \\"ay  &  Co.,  there  learning  the  busi- 
ness.   In  1861  he  entered  into  partnership  with  the 
;  late  Roderick  Terry,  the  firm  name  being  Terry  & 
I  Cone.    When  ^Ir.  Terry  retired  the  firm  became  J. 
j  II.  &  W.  E.  Cone  by  the  admission  of  Mr.  Cone's 
I  brother.  Col.  William  E.  Cone.    In  1872  they  pur- 
j  chased  and  remodeled  the  building  at  Xos.  87-89 
i  Asylum  street,  which  the  firm  occupied,  and  where 
I  they  afterward  remained. 

j  Joseph  H.  Cone  never  held  public  oftice,  al- 
j  thougn  he  was  always  prominent  in  business  life, 
j  He  was  a  mem  of  rather  retiring  disposition,  much 
j  attached  to  his  family,  by  whom  he  was  regarded 
1  as  an  affectionate  husband  and  kind,  indulgent 
I  parent.  Nearly  two  years  prior  to  his  death  he  re- 
j  tired  from  the  active  business  of  the  firm  of  which 
1  he  was  a  member,  although  still  retaining  his  in- 
terest in  the  same.  He  married  ^Martha  I.  Mix, 
1  daughter  of  the  late  John  G.  and  Clarissa  (Isham) 
I  Mix,  of  Hartford,  and  she  and  her  son,  Flenry  F., 
!  and  two  daughters,  Clara  ^I.  and  Lillian  C,  sur- 
j  vive. 

I       Charles  W.  PR.\.rT,  of  Hartford,  is  a  direct  de- 
I  scendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Lieut.  Will- 
{  iam  Pratt,  who,  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  was  one 
I  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford,  tracing  his  line  of 
'  ancestry  through  Charles  A.,  William  A.,  Deacon 
'I'imothy,  Timothy,  Isaac,  and  Joh.n  to  Lieut.  Will- 
iam, the  first  settler, 
j        (I)   Lieut.  W'ilham  Pratt  came  to  Newtown, 
i  ^Nlass.,  in  1O33,  thence  moving  to  Hartford,  Conn. 
In  June,  1636,  he  married  ]\Iiss  Elizabeth  Clark, 
daughter  of  John  Clark,  of  Saybrook,  Conn.  He 
was  deputy  at  the  General  Court  for  twenty-three 
i  sessions.    He  died  in  1678. 

(II)  Ensign  John  Pratt,  eldest  son  of  the  above, 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1644.  He  married  June  8, 
1668,  Sarah  Jones,  daughter  of  Thoniris  Jones,  of 
Guilford,  Conn.  He  was  a  large  land  owner  in 
Saybrook,  and  also  in  Hebron,  Conn.  He  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  and  a  man  of  prominence,  and 
for  several  terms  was  the  representative  of  his  town 
in  the  Legislature.    He  died  in  1726. 

(III)  Isaac  Pratt,  son  of  John,  was  born  June 
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10,  107;".  aiul  died  in  1733.  He  married  Mary 
Taylor. 

)  Tiniolliy  Pratt,  son  of  Isaac,  was  born 
Jan.  20.  171 3-    He  married  Sarali  Parker. 

{^V )  L>acon  Timotiiy  Pratt,  son  of  Timoiliy, 
was  horn  Oct.  17,  1748.  Jn  1775  he  married  Sarah 
Shipnian.  For  many  years  he  was  a  deacon  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Saybrook,  and  he  ^vas 
an  exempUiry  Christian.  He  died  Sept.  12,  1823; 
]Mrs.  Pratt  died  Jan.  J,  1S17. 

W'ilHam  Augi,:-tus  Pratt,  son  of  Deacon 
Timothy,  was  born  C'ct.  9,  1791,  and  was  a  car- 
penter and  builder  at  Saybrook.  On  Uec.  2,  1817, 
lie  married  Sarah  Lynde.  He  died  3ilarch  3,  1S50, 
5he  on  Feb.  13,  1840.  Issue:  Elizabeth,  Sarah, 
^^'iIliam,  Lyndc,  Charles  Augustus,  and  John  Hcber. 

(X'H)  Charles  Augustus  Pratt,  son  of  William 
Augustus,  was  born  }^Iarch  21,  1826,  and  has  all 
his  life  been  a  carpenter  and  builder  in  Saybrook, 
Conn.  On  April  i,  1S49.  ^'^^  married  ]\Iary  E. 
Randall  and  children  as  follows  have  come  to 
them:  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  6,  1850,  married 
to  John  Rankin,  of  Saybrook ;  Charles  William, 
born  Dec.  8,  1851  ;  Isabella,  ^Vlay  29,  1853;  George 
Augustus,  Oct.  3,  1S55  (  resides  in  Hartford)  ;  ]Mary 
Amelia,  Jan.  6,  1S59,  married  to  K.  N.  Bill ;  Ed- 
Avard  Burt,  ^lav  4,  1861  ;  and  Frank  Sterling,  Oct. 
3,  1867. 

(VHI)  Charles  W.  Pratt  spent  his  early  school 
days  in  Saybrook,  and  at  the  early  age  of  ten 
years  became  the  mail  carrier  for  that  village,  which 
lX)sition  he  filled  four  years.  When  fifteen  he  began 
clerking  for  Augustus  Bushnell,  at  Westbrook. 
Conn.,  reinaining  with  him  some  three  years;  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  came  to  Hartford  to  fill  the 
position  of  clerk  in  the  old  "Bee  Hive"  store.  In 
1887  he  engaged  in  the  ladies'  dress  and  cloak  busi- 
ness in  partnership  with  a  ^Ir.  Sage,  under  the 
iirm  name  of  Pratt  &  Sage,  which  continued  a 
couple  of  years,  and  since  18S9  the  firm  name  has 
been  C.  W.  Pratt. 

On  Sept.  10,  1879,  Mr.  Pratt  was  married  to 
Ella  Barnard  Cone,'  daughter  of  Slyvester  F. 
Cone,  as  above,  and  children  as  follows  have  graced 
their  union:  Charles  Franklin,  born  Sept.  10,  18S0; 
and  Warren  Cone,  born  Jan.  31,  1888. 

JAMES  CHURCH  PRATT,  a  well-known 
resident  of  West  Hartford,  whosle  home  is  at  No. 
700  Farmington  avenue,  was  born  in  Hartford 
March  17,  1838,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to 
John  and  Eliz'abeth  Pratt,  the  progenitors  of  the 
"familv  in  America.  (II)  John  Pratt,  their  son, 
married  Hepsibah  Wvatt,  a  daughtler  of  John  Wy- 
att,  and  died  in  1687.  (Ill)  John  Pratt,  the  third 
of  that  name,  was  born  May  17,  1661,  and  married 
Hannali  Sanford.  (IV)  William  Pratt,  born  in 
1691,  married  Amy  Pinney,  and  died  Jan.  16,  1753. 
(V)  Joseph  Pratt,  born  'in  1742,  was  married  in 
1767  "to  Susannah  Caldwell,  and  died  Oct.  14, 
1814.. 


I  O  ' )  Joslc-ph  Pratt,  born  in  Hartford  June  6, 
!  1779.  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  was 
I  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  served  as  postmaster 
1  of  Hartford  at  one  time.  He  died  in  Ojxilousas, 
I  La.,  March  6,  1S52.  On  Dec.  10,  1802,  he  was  mar- 
:  ried  ti>  Fanny  \\'adsworth,  and  after  lier  death  he 
:  married  Charlotte  Wadsworth,  Dec.  6,  1839.  ^'^^  h''-d 
thirteen  children:  Susan  Ann,  born  Oct.  19,  1S03, 
j  married  Timothy  AUyn,  and  died  in  1S88;  Algernon 
j  Sidney,  born  ^iay  30,  1805,  died  Feb.  28,  iScxj; 
■  Esther,  born  2\Iay  13,  1S07,  died  March  4,  1S09; 

Mary,  born  1808,  died  in  1809;  Edward,  born  Jan. 
I  18,  1810,  died  Oct.  31,  1 810;  Joseph,  the  father  of 
;  our  sui)ject,  was  next  in  the  family;  Harriet,  born 
I  Xov.  10,  1814,  married  Moses  Cook,  and  died  in 
i  1862  ;  John  G.,  born  2^Jarch  31,  1817,  married  (first) 
i  Adella  1j.  King,  and  (second)  2\Iary  Aim  Flail,  and 
died  in  1866;  ^lary  Esther,  born  Sept.  6,  1819,  died 
in  1887;  Frances,  born  Sept.  3,  1S21,  died  in  Slarch, 
1826;  Edward,  born  x\ug.  15,  1824,  died  Aug.  24, 
1850;  Ellen  Frances,  born  Feb.  15,  1826,  died  Feb. 
I  4,  1848;  and  Jeremiah,  born  in  1828,  died  the  same 
I  year. 

I  (,^  11)  Joseph  Pratt,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Hartford.  Nov.  8,  181 1,  and  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  that  city.  On  attaining  man's 
estate  he  engaged  in  farming  in  the  tow'U  of  Hart- 
ford, until  forty  years  of  age,  when  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  lumber  bitsiness  for  one  year.  He 
took  quite  a  prominent  and  influential  part  in  public 
aft'airs ;  was  a  member  of  the  city  council,  street 
'  superintendent  for  a  year,  and  also  chief  of  the 
fire  department.  After  the  Civil  war  he  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  married  Abigail 
Prior  Church,  who  was  born  Oct.  12,  1812.  a 
daughter  of  James  Church.  Ordy  one  child  was 
born  of  this  union,  James  Church  Pratt. 

(VIII)  James  C.  Pratt  spent  his  early  boyhood 
I  at  the  farm  on  Windsor  avenue,  until  eight  years 
i  of  age,  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Hartford,  and  there  attended  public 
school  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when,  his  health 
failing,  he  went  to  Louisiana  to  visit  his  grand- 
!  mother  and  an  uncle,  who  lived  there,  in  the  hope 
i  of  regaining  his  strength.    Fie  made  his  home  there 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  entered 
the  Confederate  service,  and  for  a  time  served  as 
captain  of  a  company  in  a  Louisiana  regiment.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  in  the  fall  of  1S63,  and  in  ]\Iarch, 
1864.  returned  to  the  home  of  his  childhood  at 
Hartford,  a  paroled  prisoner  of  war.    After  the 
close  of  the  war  he  remained  at  home  with  his  par- 
j  cuts,  and  later  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  con- 
I  tinuing  the  same  for  about  ten  years,  when  he  re- 
tired.   He  became  a  member  of  the  Gover'ior's 
Foot  Guards  in  1867,  and  has  retained  his  member- 
ship, being  now  with  one  exceinion  the  oldest  in 
active  service.    He    was    promoted    from  i)rivate 
through  all  the  grades  to  captain,  and  now,  at  the 
j  age  of  sixtv-two,  is  carrying  a  musket.    He  has  been 
1  a'^'resident' of  West  Hartford  for  th.e  past  twelve 
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\(.ars,  ami  is  lunnhcrcd  anii^mc;'  its  best  aiul  i]io>t 
rcsjicctcJ  citizens. 
In  Xorwicli.  Conn.,  Mr.  I'ratt  was  uniied  in 
niarriaijo  uith  .Mi,-,s  Jennie  A.  Peck,  and  tu  them 
were  born  tive  children:  {i)  Jo.-eph  died  at  the  ao-e 
ut  tweiity-eme  niuntlis.  {2)  Carrie  S.  is  the  wife  of 
George  li.  Darton,  who  is  enira^ed  in  the  insurance 
business  in  Hartford,  representing  the  National  Fire 
Insurance  Co..  and  they  have  three  children.  lieat- 
rice,  Agnes,  and  Russell.  (3)  Joseph  Hyde  married 
Miss  r\iary  Dicus  Uayley  ;  he  is  now  'engaged  as 
government  surwyor  in  the  geological  survey  of 
Xorth  Carolina.  {4}  Esther  is""  the  wife  of  Rev.  J. 
Howard  Gay  lord.  (5)  Anna  Louise  is  still  at  home. 

CHARLES  FREDERICK  SCHU^L\CHER, 
one  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  business  men 
of  Hartford,  was  born  Feb.  11,  1857,  in  W'aterbury, 
Conn.,  son  of  John  N.  and  Catherine  (^Jartzel) 
Schumacher,  both  natives  of  Germany. 

The  family  originated  in  the  province  of  ]\Ieck- 
Icnburg,  Germany,  and  our  subject's  grandfather, 
John  S.  Schumacher,  was  born  there.  John  N. 
Schumacher,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
r^Iecklenburg  Dec.  29,  1830,  and  learned-  the  black- 
smith's trade  in  his  youth,  but  later  became  a  pat- 
tern-maker. In  1S51  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  after  spending  six  months  in  Xew  York  City 
located  at  W'aterbury,  remaining  until  1861.  He 
then  spent  about  six  m.onths  in  Europe,  and  on  his 
return  settled  in  Torrington,  Conn.,  entering  the 
employ  of  the  Turner,  Seymour  &  Judd  2\Ianu- 
facturing  Co.,  with  whom  he  learned  the  pattern- 
maker's trade.  In  this  line  of  work  he  became  an 
expert,  and,  as  one  of  the  most  valued  workmen 
in.  the  establishment,  he  had  charge  of  the  pattern 
departnient  for  many  years.  After  twenty-four 
years'  residence  at  Torrington  he  removed  to  Bris- 
tol, retiring  from  active  business.  Politically  he 
has  always  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  liis  estimable  wife, 
Catherine  Martzel,  a  native  of  Alsace-Lorraine, 
Germany,  died  Jan.  12,  1899,  leaving  one  son, Charles 
Frederick. 

Charles  Frederick  Schumacher's  education  was 
begun  in  a  district  school  near  his  early  home,  and 
later  he  attended  Torrington  Academy.  When  four- 
teen years  old  he  found  employment  in  a  needle 
shop,  and  during  the  following  year  he  began  learn- 
ing the  pattern-maker's  trade  with  his  father,  serv- 
ing the  usual  apprenticeship  of  three  years.  After 
working  two  years  in  the  Alalleable  Iron  Works,  at 
Union  City,  he  bought  a  portable  steam  sawmill 
which  he  operated  for  three  years,  and  for  a  year 
and  a  half  he  was  employed  as  a  pattern-maker  in 
t'ne  Sessions  Foundry,  at  Bristol.    Removing  to 
Bridgeport,  later,  he  worked  as  pattern-maker  for  | 
Eaton,  Cole  &  Burniiani,  for  a  time,  and  tlien  he  | 
went  to  Waterburv  to  take  charge  of  the  pattern  dc-  j 
partmcnt  of  the  Waterbury  Malleable  Iron  Co.,  re-  j 
maining  two  years,  when  the  firm  was  dissolved. 


In  1889  he  located  in  Hartford,  entering  the  employ 
uf  the  Pratt  &  Cady  C.).,  and  in  about  six  months- 
,  was  made  foreman  of  their  works.    He  continued 
J  willi  this  Company  two  }ears,  and  has  since  been 
I  engaged  in  tlie  real-e>tate  business,  having  pur- 
I  chased  400  feet  of  land  on  Putnam  street,  lia^rtford, 
'  where  lie  Lniiit  nine  brick  houses,  including  three 
i  tenement  houses.    The  venture  has  proved  success- 
ful, and  after  selling  four  of  the  houses  he  siiil 
retains  tive,  which  he  rents.    Mr.  Schumacher  is 
independent  in  politics,  and  stxially  is  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  liaving  united  with  the 
I  lodge  at  Waterbur;.-.    Few  men  have  made  their 
j  way  to  success  through  greater  discouragements 
I  than  he,  and  in  his  prosperity  he  beliexes  in  enjov- 
i  ing  tlie  gcx3d  things  of  life,  having  made  a  trip  to 
I  Germany  in  1S9O. 

Mr.  Schumacher  married  Aliss  Josepliine  C'ber- 
hauser,  daughter  of  Jac(iues  Oberhauser,  of  2\Iuntz- 
thal,  Germany,  and  they  have  one  child,  Dora. 

SA^IUEL  S.  CHA^IBERLIN,  senior  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Chamberlin  &  Shaughnessy,  of  Hart- 
ford, was  born  in  that  city  Dec.  10,  186S,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of  the  place. 
]\Ir.  Chamberlin  was  educated  in    the  public 
j  schools  of  Plartford.    He  lirst  worked  for  Greeley, 
I  in  the  clothing  business,  and  then  entered  t.ie  em- 
1  ploy  of  Horsfall  &  Rothschild,  with  whom  he  re- 
I  mained   aboulc  tvcelve   years.    In   May,    lS')7.  he 
j  formed  a  partnership  witli  D.  J.  Shaughnessy.  and 
j  purchased  the  business  of  E.  J.  Smiili,  dealer  in 
gents'  furnishing  goods.      In  this  venture  they 
have  met  with  marked  success,  the  business  being: 
now  the  largest  in  that  line  in  the  city,  an<l  the 
energy  and  sound    business    judgment  displaved 
promise  well  for  the  future.    Politically  our  stibject 
has  always  been  a  Republican,  and  his  popularitv  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  when  a  candidate  for  council- 
man in  the  First  ward  he  came  within  thirty-tive 
votes  of  overcoming  the  normal  Democratic  major- 
ity of  700.    He  is  a  member  of  Plartford  Lodge, 
I  Xo.  19,  B.  P.  O.  E..  and  takes  an  active  interest 
I  in  the  work  of  the  society,  being  now  Esteemed 
Leading  Knight. 

On  Oct.  26,  1897,  'Sir.  Cliamberlin  married  Mrs. 
Louise  Fox,  nec  Thomas,  daughter  of  J.  B.  Tiv  iiias, 
a  well-known  resident  of  Hartford.  They  Iiave 
one  son,  Albert  S.,  born  July  15,  1899,  ^^'^'^  ^^r. 
Chaml)erlin  has  also  ado])ted  Harold  I'ox,  a  son  of 
his  wife  by  her  first  marriage. 

GEX.  GRIFFIX  ALEXANDER  STEDMAX, 
that  gallant  and  distinguished  citizen,  soldier  and 
noble  man,  of  whom  Hartford  is  so  justly  proud  and 
not  less  the  nation,  and  whose  conspicuous  services 
during  liie  years  of  the  Civil  war  are  perpetuated  in 
an  imposing  <iatue  in  the  capital  city,  descended 
from  jiatriotic  X'ew  England  stock  of  English  origin, 
whose  ancestors  came  early  to  the  Xew  World. 

C'luu.  Sledmau  \\;'s  buni  Jan.  (1,  1838,  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  si'ii  i)f  (  iriflin  A.  and  M;'ry  Api  'wcu 


GRIPFIK  A.  STEDMAN 


I 


I 

i 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


05 


(Mik!-i^!  stcdman.  lie  a  native  of  Hartford,  and 
jhe  of  j'liilaiieliihia.  dcsccndin-  from  old  substan- 
tial families  there,  one  of  which,  on  her  mother's 
side,  was  tile  Jackson  fani;Iy.  The  paternal  graml- 
father  of  (,^en.  Sti?dnian,  who  also  bore  the  name  of 
Gritifin,  was  a  native  of  Hampton,  Conn.,  and  was 
there  cng-ayod.  and  afterward  in  Hartford,  in  the 
lumber  business,  the  olil  fannh-  homestead  in  Hart- 
ford being-  located  on  .Murgan'  street.  He  was  one 
of  the  prominent  men  of  Hartford  of  his  dav :  was 
very  active  in  religious  work,  identified  with' Christ 
Episcopal  Church,  and  assisted  in  building  ihe  pres- 
ent church  edifice-  that  stands  on  tlu  "corner  of 
^lain  and  Church  streets.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  Gen.  Stedman's  father  A^as  also 
active  and  prominent  in  the  councils  of  Christ  Kpis- 
copal  Church..  He  was  maj(3r  in  the  old  Governor's 
Foot  Guard,  a  military  organizat.on  of  liistoric 
origin  and  of  considerable  local  note,  and  also  had 
a  brother.  Ednunid  Steclman,.  who  served  in  that 
org-anization  in  the  same  rank.  This  Edmund  Sted- 
man  was  tlie  father  of  the  Xew  iork  gentleman  of 
the  same  name  known  widel}-  as  a  poet  and  critic. 
From  th.e  inscriptions  on  the  tombstones  marking 
the  graves  of  the  parents  of  Gen.  Stedman  it  is 
learned  that  his  father  was  born  in  iSio  and  died 
in  1883,  and  that  his  mother  was  born  in  181 5  and 
died  in  1S77.  The  children  born  to  this  couple 
were  ^lary  Ada.  now  Airs.  Charles  \V.  Johnson,  of 
Hartford;  Griffin  Alexander,  our  subject;  Eliza- 
beth Shields ;  Robert  Shields,  nov"  a  practicing  phy- 
sician in  \'cw  York  :  Ernest  Gordon,  now  a  lawyer 
of  Xew  "^'ork :  and  Edmund  ApOwen. 

Gen.  Griffin  A.  Stedman,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  passed  his  youth  and  early  manhood  in 
his  native  city.  His  education  was  received  in 
the  schools  of  which  Hartford  is  so  justly  proud, 
he  graduating  from  Trinity  College  June,  1859.  He 
began  reading  law  in  Philadelphia,  entering  the 
office  of  S.  H.  Perkins,  a  leading  lawyer  of  that 
city.  When  the  attack  on  Sumter  Avas  made  he  at 
once  joined  the  Washington  Grevs  of  that  city,  but 
on  learning  that  Col.  Colt,  of  Hartford,  was  rais- 
ing a  regiment  for  the  Fourteenth  L'.  S.  Infantry, 
he  exchanged  to  that  command  in  ?^Iay.  1S61,  just 
as  it  was  taking  up  its  quarters  on  the  very  grounds 
which  are  now  marked  by  this  young  hero's  statue. 

Realizing-  amid  all  the  excitement  and  enthusi- 
asm of  tl'ie  tim.e  how  poorly  we  were  prepared  for 
the  strug-gle,  that  war  was  a  science,  that  numbers 
and  bravery  could  not  win  battles  unless  directed  by 
intelligence  and  skill,  young  Stedman  devoted  him- 
self with  untiring  energ'y  to  acquire  a  knowdedgc  of 
his  new  calling.  He  early  showed  such  aptitude 
and  abilitv  as  to  attract  the  attention  of  }vIajor 
Baker  of  the  regular  army,  in  charge  of  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  battalion,  who  recommended  him  for  a 
commission. 

The  enterprise  of  Col.  Colt  was  not  successful, 
the  hattaiion  was  disbanded  and  the  Fifth  regiment 
of  Contiecticut  Volunteers  was  called  for  Ijy  the 
governor,  wiio  in.  recognition  of  Stedman's  (lualifi- 


caiions  commissioned  him  as  captain  of  Comuanv 
I.  He  left  Hartford  July  jg,  180 1,  v.'ith  tlie  'rec;-i- 
ment  which  was  assigned  10  duty  under  Gen.  r.anks 
in  the  department  of  the  Shenandoah.  The  regi- 
n.unt  was  at  tiuce  called  upon  to  make  a  series "ot 
long  ;uid  rapid  marches  up  and  down  tlie  Potomac 
to  cover  tjirearened  poinis.  earnjig  for  itself  the 
designation  of  "■foot  cavalry,"  and^^ecoming  thor- 
oughly^ acquainted  with  guard  and  out-post  dutv  in 
face  of  the  enemy  ;  Stedman  availed  himself  witli 
alacrity  of  these  opportunities  for  improvement., 
and  so  impressed  Col.  Ferry  with  his  ability  that  he 
was  selected  to  command  a  detachment  sent  across 
the  Potomac  to  co\-er  the  retreat  of  our  forces  after 
the  disaster  at  Pall's  Blutt.  He  received  great 
ere. lit  for  the  eltective  manner  in  which  he  per- 
formed this  service.  It  is  a  difficult  and  tlelicate 
mission,  and  seldom  accomplished  without  sacrific- 
ing a  portion  of  the  picket  line  on  witlidrawai. 
Stedman  withdrew  the  picket  Ime  himself,  and 
brought  back  every  man. 

In  November,  1861,  Capt.  Stedman  was  pro- 
moted to  be  major  of  the  Eleventh,  and  served  with 
the  regiinent  under  Burnside  in  the  expedition  to 
2\orth  Carolina,  taking  part  in  the  capture  of  Xew 
Haven  and  the  diii'erent  affairs  of  the  campaign. 
On  June  11,  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  returned  with    the    regiment    to  tlie 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  time  for  the  Antietam  cam- 
paign.   The  regiment  formed  the  advance  guard  in 
entering  Frederick  City,  and  was  engaged  at  South 
I  ^fountain.    In  the  battle  of  Antietam  Stedman  had 
j  command  of  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment  in  the 
j  attack  on  the  Stone  Bridge,  and,  after  the  death  of 
j  the  gallant  Kingsbury,  led  in  the  charge  by  v,-hich 
j  it  was  captured.    Here  he  was  severelv  wounded, 
I  but  refused  to  leave  the  field  until  tlie  regiment 
,{  was.  relieved. 

On  Sept.  25.  of  that  year,  Stedman  was  made 
I  colonel,  and  was  in  command  at  the  battle  of  Fred- 
j  ericksburg.  Shortly  afterward  he  was  ordered  to 
I  Xew}X)rt  Xews.  then  in  ]\Iarch,  1S63,  to  Suffolk. 
!  where  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  defense  dur- 
j  ing  its  investment  bv  Longstreet.  In  June  lie  par- 
'  ticipated  in  the  demonstration  on  Richmond,  and 
I  during  the  rest  of  the  summer  and  fall  was  in  gar- 
i  rison  at  Gloucester  Point  and  Yorktown.  In  Jan- 
i  uary,  1864,  the  regiment  re-enlisted,  and  on  its  rc- 
I  turn  to  the  front  v.'as  assigned  to  tlie  Eigliteentli 
I  corps:  was  engaged  in  the  affair  at  Swift's  Creek. 
I  'Ma.y  9,  and  in  the  battle  of  Drury's  Bluff,  on  the 
j  i6th,  where  he  lost  nearly  two  hundred  men.  In 
j  the  latter  part  of  May,  Stedman  succeeded  to  tin* 
'  command  of  the  brigade,  and  went  with  Gen.  .Smith's 
corps  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  time  to  join 
I  in  the  bloody  a'^sault  upon  the  enemy's  line  at  Cdd 
1  Harbor.  Cjn  June  15  he  was  present  at  tiic  cap- 
ture of  a  portion  o{  the  defenses  of  I\Herslnu-g,  anci 
i  subsc([uently  wa-  engaged  in  the  investment  of  that 
;  place.  On  AuL^'ist  5.  ju.~l  ai  the  enii  of  the  nt- 
I  tack  which  hail  \k:lv.  repnU"d.  and  wlii'r  talkin--  v.  itii 
Gen.  Ames  he  recei\ed  hi.-  death  \v  v,i  id  Kep-eaS 
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cdly  rt'cunimciulod  for  promolion  hv  liis  division 
and  corps  commanders  lor  pcrsonarya'.lantry  and 
cllcctive  service  while  leadini,'-  liis  hriyade,  his  coni- 
inission  as  general  reached  him  as  his  life  was  ebb- 
ing away. 

Snch  in  brief  outline  was  the  career  of  one  of 
Connecticut's  best  and  bravest  sons.  Ilis  country 
called,  he  gave  her  all  he  had,  his  life.  The  detail's 
that  would  round  out  the  study  of  his  service  are 
woven  in  the  records  of  the  Fifth  and  Eleventh 
C'onnecticut  regiments,  and  of  his  later  commands. 
These  records  tell  of  many  a  well-fought  tield,  of 
patient  endurance,  of  weary  march,  of  defeat  and 
victory,  and  all  illumined  with  the  spirit  of  pa- 
triotic devotion  and  self-sacrifice. 

Gen.  Stedman  was  possessed  in  a  high  degree 
of  the  qualities  whicli  mark  the  successful  com- 
mander. Cool  and  collected  he  was  always  master 
of  himself  and  of  the  situation,  and  inspired  a  con- 
fidence in  those  under  him  tliat  was  unbounded. 
Ever  ready  for  any  service,  never  complaining,  al- 
ways setting  an  exan.iple  of  cheerful  obedience  to 
orders,  and  always  exacting  strict  compliance  with 
]iis  own  without  in  any  degree  being  a  martinet. 
By  force  of  his  personality  he  exerted  an  influence 
that  was  irresistible.  He  governed  not  so  much  bv 
fear  of  punishment  as  by  creating  an  ideal  of  duty 
•which  made  every  man  feel  the  honor  of  the  regi- 
ment was  in  his  keeping,  and  that  failure  on  his  part 
would  bring  discredit  on  the  command.  Those 
who  knew  Stedman  best  loved  him  best.  There  was 
an  indescribable  something  in  his  bearing  and  man- 
ner by  which  you  realized  that  you  had  met  a  man. 
He  was  strong  of  heart  and  true  of  purpose,  and 
withal  tender  as  a  woman,  self-reliant,  but  always 
considerate  of  others.  "Whom  the  Gods  love  die 
yotmg."  Lives  are  not  like  leaseholds  measured  by 
a  term  of  years,  achievement  laughs  to  scorn 
the  reaper  death.  If  Stedman's  years  were  few 
the}-  sufficed  to  bring  him  honor  and  renown.  He 
left  a  memory  without  a  stain.  He  died  for  others. 
[The  foregoing  personal  sketch  of  Gen.  Stedman 
is  in  main  taken  from  the  oration  of  Col.  W.  S. 
Cogswell,  delivered  at  the  unveiling  of  the  Sted- 
man monument  at  Hartford  Oct.  4,  1900.] 

The  shot  that  gave  Gen.  Stedman  his  mortal 
M'ound  passed  through  his  stomach.  He  lived  until 
the  following  morning,  dying  Aug.  6.  1864.  Gen. 
Ames,  in  announcing  tn  Gen.  Ord  the  fact  of  the 
receiving  of  the  mortal  wound,  stated  that  he  had 
lost  one  of  the  finest  soldiers  in  th.c  army.  Gen. 
Stedman's  remains  were  sent  under  escort  to  New 
London,  Conn.,  the  summer  home  of  the  family, 
and  Aug.  13,  1864,  his  body  was  temporarily  in- 
terred, with  military  honors,  in  Cedar  Grove  ceme- 
tery in  that  citv.  On  Aug.  20.  1875.  his  remains 
were  removed  from  Xew  London  to  Hartford,  and 
reburied  in  the  family  lot  in  Cedar  Hill  cemetery, 
where  they  now  repose,  a  handsome  and  elal)orately 
carved  sarcopha.gus  of  military  design  marking  his 
Ipst  resting  place.  On  the  base  of  the  tomlj  appears 
the  higlily  appropriate  inscription:    "Brave,  just, 


generous  and  pure,  without  fear  and  without  re- 
proach." 

On  what  is  known  as  Campfiekl.  in  the  southern 
I'art  of  the  city  of  Hartford,  there  has  just  been 
erected  by  the  CampfieUl  Alomiment  Association 
what  is  designated  as  The  Campfield  ^vlonumcnt. 
Campfield  was  made  historic  during  the  Civil  war 
by  its  being  the  camping  place  and  mustermg-in 
point  of  many  Connecticut  regiments.  To  mark  this 
field  and  commemorate  the  memories  that  cluster 
about  it  this  monument  was  erected  bv  tlie  associa- 
tion, who  likewise  determined  upon  having  it  sur- 
mounted by  a  portrait  statue  of  some  tvpical  Con- 
necticut volunteer,  one  whose  military  history  was 
linked  with  the  field,  and  it  was  unanimously  decided 
I  upon  that  of  Gen.  Griffin  A.  Stedman.  •"The  Com- 
mittee in  charge  has  crowned  the  pedestal  on  which 
are  inscribed  the  names  of  the  regiments  that  were 
liere  mustered  into  service  with  a  statue  in  bronze 
of  one  who  was,  in  fullest  measure,  a  typ:  of  the 
citizen  soldier  of  the  Republic.  Of  one  who  rep- 
resented in  marked  degree  the  patriotism,  courage, 
determination,  intelligence,  and  self-sacrifice  that 
animated  the  great  armv  by  which  the  nation  was 
preserved."  The  monument  was  unveiled  Oct. 
4,  1900. 

JOHXSOX.  The  Johnson  family  of  Hartford, 
of  which  the  late  Gen.  Nathan  Johnson  and  descend- 

I  ants,  among  whom  is  Charles  ^^^  Johnson,  yet  a  res- 
ident of  the  city,  and  family,  and  who  in  turn  with 
his  father  has  been  identified  witli  the  legal  profes- 
sion and  courts  of  the  county  and  State  throughout 

I  the  last  century,  is  one  among  the  oldest  of  New 
England  families,  and  also  one  of  prominence. 

William  Johnson,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  snp- 

i  posed  to  have  come  from  Heonehill,  a  parisli  near 
Canterbury,  County  of  Essex,  England,  left  Lon- 
don, England,  in  1634,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two,  for 
America  and  settled  in  Charlestown.  ■Mass.,  where 
he  had  three  and  one-half  acres  of  land  laid  out  to 
him  in  that  same  year,  1634.  He  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  were  admitted  to  the  church  in  Charles- 
town  in  1635,  and  in  March  of  that  same  year  he 
was  made  a  freeman.  His  death  occurred  betv.xen 
1677  and  1678,  when  he  was  scvent}--six  years  of 
age. 

From  this  emigrant  ancestor  Charles  W.  Joh.n- 
son,  of  Hartford,  is  a  descendant  in  the  seventli 
generation,  his  line  being  through  Jonathan,  Will- 
iam (2),  Isaac,  Elisha  and  Gen.  Nathan  Johnson. 

(Ilj  Jonathan  Johnscn,  son  of  William,  the  em- 
igrant, born  in  1641,  settled  in  Marlboro,  Mass., 
in  16^)2,  where  he  had  some  thirty  acres  of  land  as- 
signed to  him.  He  married  Oct.  i.j.  1^63,  Mary, 
born  in  1^)44,  daughter  of  Ricliard  and  .\nn  Newton, 
of  Marllioro  (the  first  marriage  recorded  in  tlie 
town).  Jonathan  was  for  several  years  the  scliool- 
master,  and  was  the  first  master  in  the  first  school- 
house  erected  in  the  town,  in  1700.  He  served  as 
selectman,  and  died  in  1712:  h.is  wiilow  Mary  passed 
away  in  1728.    The  handwriting  of  Jonathan  John- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


or 


:son,  satnplc>  of  whicli  exist  in  deeds  and  other  doe- 
innents.  nulioates  a  man  of  edneation.  marked  indi- 
viiluality  and  foree  of  eliaraeter.  lie  wrote  his 
will  but  a  f.'w  days  before  his  death  at  the  age  of 
.seventy-i.>ne.  yet  the  bold,  elear-eut  letters  would  do 
<:redit  to  a  prr^fessional  penman. 

(IJIj  WiiHaui  john.suu  (2).  son  of  Jonathan, 
J->orn  Dec.  15,  1OO3,  married  (hrst),  about  K'SS, 
Hannah  Larkin,  who  died  in  Kh>(i,  anil  (second) 
about  1699  wedded  Hannah  Riiler.  Mr.  Johnson 
^vas  chosen  moderator  of  thy  first  business  town 
jiieeting-,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  town  affairs 
for  many  years,  representing  the  town  in  General 
Court,  was  constable  and  frequently  served  on  im- 
portant committees,  and  from  1706-0S,  held  the  ottice 
of  liighwav  surveyor  for  ^^larlborougli.  He  had  a 
«;awmill  and  gristmill  in  1733.  His  death  occurred 
in  Southborough  in  1754,  when  aged  eighty-eight 
Years.  His  widow  died  in  1757,  when  aged  sev- 
enty-nine years. 

(IV)  Isaac  Johnson,  son  of  ^^'illiam  (2),  born 
in  1713,  married,  in  1733  or  '35,  Rachel  Thomas, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Thomas  (son  of  Rowland 
Thomas,  of  Springiield.  and  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Samuel  Chapin)  and  ]\Iary.  first  wife  (?), 
or  Elizabeth,  second  wife  (?).  Isaac  was  select- 
man in  Southborough  in  1761  and  1771-  After 
Iiaving  lived  together  as  man  and  wife  for  sixty 
Tears,  ^Nlrs.  Johnson  died  in  1794,  aged  eighty-four 
vears,  and  I\Ir.  Johnson  in  iSoi,  aged  eighty-eight 
years. 

(V)  Elisha  Johnson,  sen  of  Isaac,  born  July  i, 
1753,  married  (first),  in  1774,  Abigail  Xewton,  who 
died  in  1776,  and  (second)  he  wedded,  in  1778, 
Sarah  Perry,  daughter  of  Nathan  (Josiah,  John  (2), 
John)  and  Hannah  Fiske  (Thomas.  William,  John, 
Nathaniel,  the  progenitor).  Mrs.  Sarah  (Perry) 
Johnson  died  in  1847,  and  Elisha  Johnson  passed 
away  in  1832,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  Under  the 
heading  of  "Southboro  in  the  Revolution"  in  a  pam- 
phlet from  edition  of  Historical  Sketches  of  that 
town  by  Deacon  Peter  Fav,  it  is  stated  that  "South- 
boro  evinced  a  noble  patriotism  in  the  Revolutionary 
.war,  sending  a  large  numiber  of  minute-men  to  the 
opening  conflict,"  and  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Jo- 
siah Fay,  which  on  Nov.  8,  1774.  was  ordered  "to 
appear  in  the  Common  training  field  bv  tlie  Meet- 
ing House  in  said  Southboro  with  their  fire  arms 
complete  on  the  Ninth  Day  of  this  Instant  Novem- 
"ber  att  eight  of  the  Clock  in  the  fournoon  of  Said 
Day  then  and  thair  Remain  and  Obay  further  or- 
<lers,"  Elisha  Johnson's  name  appears  as  a  member 
of  this  company. 

(VI)  Gen.  Nathan  Johnson,  son  of  Elisha.  and 
the  father  of  Charles  Johnson,  of  Hartford,  was 
Tx)rn  Aug.  24,  1779.  and  was  married  in  August, 
1818.  to  Sarah  Butler  ivierrill.  born  l-elj.  i.  1796, 
died  Dec.  3,  1SS8,  in  Hartford,  a  daughte,-  of  Hezc- 
1-iah  and  Catherine  rCoIlicr)  ^Merrill,  of  Hartford, 
and  to  the  union  were  born  children  as  fol'(iws: 
Elizabeth  Sadler,  born  in  1819,  married  R(?\'.  Will- 
iam E!  Dixon,  and  died  in  1861  ;  Sarah  Cutler,  how. 


I  in  1821  ;  Harriet  X.,  born  in  1822;  Emily  Merrill, 
i  born  Nov.  26,  1824,  married  James  H.  Holcombe. 

■  of  Hartford;  Nathan  I'erry,  born  in  1827.  died  iu 
i  1858;  Laura,  lK>rn  in  1829;  Charles  W.,  born  in 
I  1831  ;  and  Catherine,  born  in  1834,  died  in  1835. 
i        (Hezekiah  Merrill,  in  the  foregomg,  was  the  sou 

of  Cajit.  Hez-ekiah,  who  was  in  the  fourth  genera- 
^  tion  from  Nathaniel,  the  firjt  settler,  through  John 
i  and  Deacon  Daniel  r\lerrill;  and  Catherine  Collier 
was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Hezekiah  Collier  (,2), 
.  who  was  in  the  fourtji  generation  from  Joseph  Col- 
lier, the  settler,  through  Joseph  (2)  and  Capt.  Fleze- 
j  kiah  (i),  and  she  was  also  the  great-granddaughter 
i  of  Capt.  Joseph  ^^'adsworth,  of  Charter  Oak  fame, 
i  Hezekiah  Merrill  (2)  was  appointed  cashier  of  rhe 
!  old  Hartford  Bank,  the  first  bank  of  the  place,  at 
!  its  organization  June  16,  1792,  and  served  as  such 
j  officer  until  1799  when  he  declined  re-appointment. 
At  an  early  period  he  had  been  an  apothecary  and 
bookseller  at  the  sign  of  the  ''Unicorn  and  IMortar," 
a  few  rods  south  of  the  Court  House,  and  subse- 
quently a  merchant.    Fie  served  as  city  treasurer 
from  the  time  Hartford  was  incorporated  as  a  city 
in  1784,  until  his  death  July  18,  1801.    I\Ir.  ^Merrill 
was  the  brother-in-law  of  !Maj.  Joseph  Caldwell,  the 
first  president  of  the  old  Hartford  Bank), 
i       Gen.  Nathan  Johnson  received  a  liberal  educa- 
I  tion,  graduating  at  Yale  College  in  the  class  of  1802, 
j  and  on  the  death  of  his  father,  by  a  bequest,  fell 
j  into  possession  of  an  equal  share  of  the  latter's 
I  library.    He  was  prepared  for  the  legal  profession 
[  in  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  Oliver  Ellswortli,  in 
i  whose  family  he  lived  for  some  years,  and  from 
;  1808  to  1852  practiced  law  in  Flartford.  Conn.  He 
j  was  prominent  in  military  aft'airs,  served  as  a  lieu- 
j  tenant  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  from  18 16  to  1820 
!  we  find  him  serving  as  colonel  of  the  2nd  Regiment 
i  of  Light  Artillery,  and  from  1820  to  182S  as  brig- 
{  adier-general  of  the  artillery  of  the  State,    rie  also 
j  served  as  quartermaster  general  of  the  State.  In 
I  those  early  days  some  rotable  general  trainines  of 
j  the  First  Brigade  took  place  in  Hartford,  Wethers- 
I  field,  ^^'indsor  and  East  Hartford,  and  there  were 
i  also  military  displavs  on  special  occasions.    In  1S17 
'  three  artillery  companies   under   the  command 
I  Gen.  Johnson,  along  with  other  companies  of  the 
militia,  were  received  in  Hartford  by  President 
I  James  }^Ionroe.    In  1824,  on  the  occasion  of  Gen. 
I  La  Fayette's  visit  to  Hartford,   some   1.200  sol- 
i  diers.  artillerv,  cavalrv  and  infantry,  under  the  com- 
I  mand  of  C",en.  Johnson  escorted  him  with  credit  to 
\  the  city.    The  visit  of  La  Fayette  wa^  a  long-re- 
i  membered  holiday  in  Hartford,  on  which  dav  nearly- 
one  hundred  sohliers  and  officers  of  the  Revolution 
were  i»resent  and  greeted  the  di<t iiiguislieil  French- 
I  man  with  emotion,  one  nf  the  features  of  the  day 
j  l)eing  the  parade  under  Gen.  Johnson.    Again  in 
i  1833   President  Jackson  anil   \'ici--President  "Van 

lUircn  were  sinn'larlv  escorted  bv  tiie  militia. 
I        General  Johnson  wn^^  aLn  prdniinent  in  hi^  pro- 

■  fcssion  anrl  in  ri\MC  iinblic  alf;iirs  l"(ir  sixteen  vears 
he  v/as  town  Irea'-iu'er.    He  \vas  el''rk  of  the  llou>e 
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oi  Representative's  .if  Coniiectieut  in  iS\:,  i8m 
and  l^jj.  in  18J3  he  was  a  meinher  ot  the  iJousv 
and  nxnn  1825  to  i8jw,  inclusive,  of  the  Senate' 
At  al)uut  this  time  he  was  Fellow  of  Vale  Colle-e 
the  coqioi-ation  of  Yale  then  eonsi^tin-  of  the  ( iov- 
ernor  of  Connecticut,  the  Lieutcnani-i  .overnor  and 
SIX  senior  Senators,  besides  the  minister.  At  one 
lime  when  his  (the  J  )emoei-atie )  partv  was  in 
IKJwer,  the  General  was  offered  the  position  and 
high  lionor  of  L'niied  Stales  Senator,  but  with  his 
large  family  and  the  >alarv  of  the  position  being 
O'lly  ?ooOo  per  year  he  felt  he  could  not  -ive  up 
the  law  practice,  antl  so  ileclined  that  great  honor. 
In  \S2J  Harvard  conferred  \\\y^n  him  the  honorary 
degree  of  M.  A.  Gen.  Johnson  died  at  Hartford 
Oct.  \2,  1852,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

(\  II,)  Charles  William  Johnson,  yet  of  Hart- 
ford, son  of  Gen.  Xathan  Johnson,  was  born  Oct. 
7,  1831,  in  Hartford,  where  his  life  has  been  passed 
as  an  esteemed  and  respected  citizen.  He  was  here 
educated  and  prepared  for  the  legal  profession  and 
\vas  engaged  in  active  practice  of  the  law  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  "sixties,  or  early  'seventies,  when 
he  for  a  time  became  assistant  clerk  and  soon  after- 
Avard  clerk  of  the  Supreme  and  Superior  Courts 
at  Hartford,  and  most  intelligently  and  efficiently 
thereafter  until  1S97  performed  the  duties  of  such 
office.  In  his  earlier  years  and  prime,  Mr.  John- 
son was  possessed  of  a  brilliant  mind  and  attracted 
to  him  socially  the  lights  of  the  Hartford  Bar,  the 
most  prominent  of  whom  were  his  admirers  and 
warm  personal  frientls.  His  wit  and  sayings  went 
the  "rounds"  and  were  not  a  little  the  subject  of 
most  favorable  comment. 

In  1870  }ilr.  Johnson  was  married  to  ^^larv  A. 
Stedman,  daughter  of  the  late  Griffin  A.  and  ]\Iary 
Ap  Owen  (Shields)  Stedman,  of  Hartford,  and 
sister  of  the  late  Gen.  Griffin  A.  Stedman,  who  fell 
•at  Petersburg,  \'a.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  a 
statue  of  whom  now  adorns  the  Capital  city.  To 
this  marriage  were  born  two  daughters,  ]\Iabel  and 
Eleanor. 

BULKELEY.  Hon.  ^Morgan  Gardner  and  Hon. 
William  Henry  Bulkeley.  ex-governor  and  ex-lieu- 
tenant-governor, respectively,  of  Connecticut,  and 
Mrs.  Leverett  Brainard,  of  Hartford,  children  of 
the  late  Hon.  Eliphalet  Adams  Bulkeley,  are  de- 
scendants of  an  old  and  honoral)le  familv  of  Xew 
England,  being  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Rev. 
Peter  Bulkeley.  through  Rev.  Gershom,  Rev.  John, 
Hon.  John,  Eliphalet,  John  C.  and  Hon.  Eliphalet 
Adams. 

(I)  Rev.  Peter  Bulkeley,  B.  D.,  one  of  the  origi- 
nators and  first  pastor  of  the  church  of  Concord, 
!Mass.,  and  identified  with  the  town  in  all  its  inter- 
ests, was  of  the  ninth  generation  from  Robert  Bulk- 
eley, Esq.,  one  of  the  En,f,dish  barons  who  in  the 
reign  of  King  John  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Bulk- 
eley, in  the  Countv  Palatine  of  Chester.  I'eter  re- 
ceived a  learned  and  religious  education,  suited  to 
his  distingiHshed  rank,  under  the  direction  of  his 
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I  lather,  Re\ 
\  in  t'ambn 

I  laborious  aiul  useful  life  at  Concord  he'dicd  March 
7..  K-'y^  in  his  seventy-seventh  year.  He  was  twice 
I  ir.arrKvl,  having  by  his  second  wife.  Grace  Chit- 
I  u-ood.  four  children,  one  of  whom,  Gershom,  was 
!  th.e  next  in  the  line  we  are  tracing. 

;11.)  Rev.  Gershom  Bnlkeley.^son  of  Rev.  Peter 
I.Uilkeley,  the  J'uritan  settler  of  Concord,  Mass.. 
born  in  1636,  was  graduated  from  Harvard  Colleqe 
ni  i()55.  Jn  1059  he  married  Sarah  Chauncew, 
daughter  of  President  Chauncev,  of  Harvard,  the 
emigrant  ancestor  of  the  name.  "  She  died  in  i66c;. 
in  ]06i  .Mr.  Bulkeley  located  at  Xew  London,  Conn., 
as  the  second  minister  of  the  church  in  that  place. 
He  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church  in  \\'ethers- 
field,  in  1667,  and  continued  pastor  there  ten  vears. 
He  then  devoted  himself  to  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery.  He  was  appointed  by  the  General 
Court  in  i()75,  surgeon  to  the  army  that  had  been 
railed  against  the  Indians.  While'  in  this  service 
he  was  attacked  by  the  Indians,  and  received  a  se- 
vere wound  in  the  thigh.  As  a  clergyman  he  stood 
at  the  head  of  the  i)rofession,  and  he  ranked  among 
the  first  in  medical  science.  Soon  after  devotini^- 
himself  to  the  practice  of  medicine  he  located  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river,  in  what  is  now  Glastonburv. 
and  became  quite  a  landowner.  He  died  at  Wethers- 
field  in  1713.  His  children  were  Catherine,  Doro- 
thy, Charles,  Peter,  Edward  and  John. 

(HI)  Rev.  John  Bulkeley.  son  of  Rev.  Gershom 
and  Sarah  (Chauncey)  Bulkeley.  married  Patience 
Prentice,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Prentice,  in 
1701,  and  was  the  father  of  twelve  children.  He 
was  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  iGcyj. 
studied  divinity,  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  in  1703,  and  took  a 
high  rank  among  the  clergymen  of  his  time.  His 
children  were:  Sarah,  one  who  dieJ  unmarried. 
John,  Dorothy,  Gershom,  Charles.  Peter,  Patience, 
Ohver,  Lucy,  Irene  and  Joseph. 

(IV)  Hon.  John  Bulkeley,  son  of  Rev.  John  and 
Patience  (Prentice)  Bulkeley,  born  April  "19,  1705. 
was  graduated  from  Y'ale  College  in  1725,  studied 
law.  and  became  eminent  in  his  profession.  In  1753 
he  was  elected  an  assistant,  and  onward  for  a  period 
of  ten  years  he  was  judge  of  probate,  and  held  manv 
important  offices  of  trust.  He  was  twice  married, 
first,  in  1738,  to  ^^lary  Gardner,  who  died  in  1750. 
and  seconfl,  in  1751,  to  Abigail  Hastings.  He  was 
colonel  of  militia.  He  died  in  1753.  His  children 
by  his  first  niarriac;-e  were:  L>ilia,  Mary,  John,  ?\Iarv 
(2),  Eliphalet,  Lucy  and  Charles. 

(\')  Eliphalet  Bulkelcv.  son  of  Hon.  Tohn  and 
Ma       '  '  ' 
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children  were:  Lydia  A..  ^L^r\•  A.,  John  C..  Pa- 
tience, Jonathan,  Pettis,  Eliphalet,  .Sarah,  I'anny, 
Orlando  and  Julia. 

(VI)  John  Charles  Bulkeley,  son  of  Eliphalet 
and  Anna  Bulkeley,  born  Au  " 


(  \  )  J'.iipnaiet  l)Ull<elcy.  son  ot  l  ion.  Jolm  and 
Fary  (Garclner)  Bulkeley,  born  .\ug.  8,  1746,  mar- 
Q(\  Anna  llulkeley,  of  Xew  London,  in  1767.  Tlieir 


8,  1772,  n.iarricd 


G'J 


vally  Taintor  in  170S,  and  to  the  niarriag-e  were  born 
<-hil<!ren  as  follows:  Charles  ii.,  John  "T.,  and  Eli- 
jihalet  Adams. 

{VU)  Hon.  Eliphalet  Adams  lUilkelev,  son  of 
John  Cliarles  and  Sally  1  d'aintor)  lUiike'lev.  born 
Jan.  20.  1803.  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  married  Lvdia 
S.  Morq-an.  of  Colchester.  .March  31,  1830,  and  died 
Feb.  13.  187J.  in  Hartford.  Tnd;.;e  Bulkeley  was 
Q-raduatetl  fr  om  ^  ale  College  in  tlie  class  of  1S24, 
and  after  his  graiJuation  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
^^'illiam  P.  Williams.,  in  Lebanon,  Conn.  In  about 
1830  he  removed  to  East  Haddam,  Conn.  He  prac- 
ticed law  in  that  ])lace,  and  was  a'so  president  of  the 
East  Hadd  am  Bank.  He  represented  the  to\\'n  in 
the  General  Assembly,  and  was  twice  a  member  of 
the  Senate  from  the  Nineteenth  district.  In  1847 
he  removed  to  Hartford,  and  filled  the  office  of  school 
fund  comissioner.  For  several  years  he  held  offi- 
cial positions,  and  besides  was  a  leading  stockholder 
in  very  many  profitable  business  enterjirises,  out  of 
which  he  accumulated  a  handsome  fortune. 

Judge  Bulkeley"s  habits  of  life  were  verv  regu- 
lar. He  was  especially  prompt  in  all  his  engage- 
ments, making  it  a  duty  to  be  present  at  meetings 
where  his  presence  was  expected.  It  is  said  of  him 
that  for  eighteen  years  he  had  never  failed,  until 
(luring  his  last  sickness,  to  attend  and  preside  over 
the  meetings  of  the  Pearl  Street  Ecclesiastical  So- 
ciety, to  which  he  belonged.  When  he  lived  in 
Cluirch  street  his  regularity  of  attendance  at  school 
meetings  in  the  First  district  was  a  matter  of  remark, 
and  afterward  he  was  equally  punctual  at  all  meet- 
ings of  the  South  district,  at  all  gatherings,  whether 
religious,  political  or  otherwise,  in  which  he  took 
an  interest.  He  was  a  leading  man  in  politics.  In 
1857  he  was  elected  with  X'athaniel  Shipman  to  the 
Legislature  from  Hartford,  and  was  chosen  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  by  the  L'nion  Re- 
publicans. He  was  originally  a  Whig,  and  joined 
the  Republican  party  at  its  formation.  In  the  practice 
of  law  in  Hartford  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Judge  Henry  Perkins,  the  firm  being  Bulkelev  »& 
Perkins.  His  later  years  v,'ere  devoted  to  the  busi- 
ness of  h'fe  insurance.  He  was  the  first  president 
of  the  Connecticut  ^lutual  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Avhich  he  assisted  in  organizing,  and  subsequently, 
in  1850,  he  organized  the  ALtna.  Life  Co.,  taking  its 
presidency  at  the  start  and  holding  it  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  largely  interested  in  all  the 
^•Etna  moneyed  corporations,  banking  and  insurance 
(fire  and  Ii"Ie),  and  was  also  a  director  in  the  W'ill- 
imantic  Linen  Co.  and  other  concerns.  His  regular- 
ity and  promptness  were  not  exceeded  by  any  other 
citizen,  probably,  and  he  was  especially  faithful  in 
all  his  political  obligations.  It  was  not  enough  that 
he  should  vote  on  election  day,  but  he  urged  others 
to  do  so.    He  never  neglected  h.'s  duty  as  a  citizen. 

One  n'^arked  characteristic  of  the  man  was  his 
wonderfulK-  retentive  memory  as  to  individuals 
and  dates.  His  knowledge  in  this  respect  enabled 
him  fo  give  with  surprising  accuracy  many  gonea- 


:  logical  facts  relating  to  families  whose  own  meni- 
:  bers  were  in  ignorance.    Few  men  have  lived  iri  rhe 
i  State  who  have  ]xissessed  such  general  information 
with  regard  to  individual  associations,    in  other  re- 
spects his  knowledge  was  quite  extensive,  accurate 
and  valuable.    Judge  Bulkeley  was  survived  by  iiis 
wife  and  three  children.    ]\Irs.  Bulkeley  died  Aug. 
I  9.  1893.    Their  children  were:  (i)  Mary  ;Morgau 
[  Bulkele}-.  born  Oct.  21,  183 1,  died  June  20,  1S35. 

{2)  Charles  Edwin  Bulkeley,  born  Dec.  16,  1S35, 
!  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1856,  studied 
;  law,  and  practiced  at  Hartford.  He  served  as  a  cap- 
tain of  artillery  in  the  L'nion  army  in  the  Civil  war, 
d_\ing-  in  the  service  in  December,  1864,  while  in 
;  command  of  Batterv  Garesche,  near  Washington, 
I  D.  C. 

;       (3)  Hox.  ]\IoRG.\x  Gardner  Bulkelev,  ex-gov- 
!  ernor,  and  president  of  the  -Ftna  Life  Insurance 
;  Co..  of  Hartford,  was  born  Dec.  26,  1837,  in  East 
I  Haddam,  Conn.    He  became  a  resident  of  Hart- 
!  ford  in   1846,  and  received  his  education  in  its 
I  public  schools.    In  185 1  he  began  his  business  ca- 
j  reer  with  the  .Tllna  Co..  sweeping  out  the  office 
for  Si  a  week.    Later  that  year  he  became  a  bundle- 
1  boy  in  a  mercantile  house  in   Brooklyn,  X.  Y. 
;  Through  his  own  elTorts  he  became  successively 
:  salesman,  confidential  clerk  and  finally  partner,  witli- 
;  in  seven  years,  in  the  dry-goods  firm  of  H.  P.  'Slor- 
j  gan  &  Co.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  he  be- 
!  came  a  private  soldier  in  the  13th  X.  Y.  W  I.,  and 
j  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  Gen. 
.  ^Mansfield,  at  Sultolk,  Va.,  during  ]\IcClellan's  Pen- 
i  insular  Campaign.  Since  his  father's  death,  in  1S72, 
he  has  made  his  home  in  Hartford,  in  which  city 
'•■  he  has  been  most  active  and  useful  as  a  business  man 
and  citizen.  He  was  the  principal  factor  in  org.-^niz- 
ing  the  L^nited  States  Bank,  of  which  he  was  made 
the  first  president,  and  which  now,  after  a  long  and 
successful  career,  is  among  the  largest  and  most 
■  substantial    banks    in    Hartford.      He  succeeded 
j  Thomas  O.  Enders  to  the  presidency  of  the  .F^tna 
I  Life  Insurance  Co.,  and  to  him  credit  is  due  for  tlie 
j  great  success  that  has  come  to  that  institution. 
!  In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  dur- 
ing the  company's  existence  a  Bulkeley  has  always 
been  president  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Enders' 
seven-year  term,  and  it  has  always  been  untler  the 
direction  of  members  of  the  Bulkelev  family. 

Mr.   Bulkeley  having  a  love  for  politics,  his 
1  abilities  were  early  recognized  by  his  fellow  citizen.s, 
whom  he  served  as  councilman,  aUlerman.  and,  fi>r 
eight   consecutive  years,  as   ma\-or  of  Hartford, 
j  He  displayed  rare  executive  abilitv  in  managing 
the  affairs  of  the  city,  and  the  fact  that  he  had 
made  municipal   problems   a   studv  doubtless  ac- 
counts for  the  satisfaction  his  services  in  these  vari- 
ous incumbencies  gave.      lie  exercised  watchful 
care  over  income  and  expenditure,  and  advoealed 
only  such  measures  as  would  advance  the  interest."? 
of  the  mtmicipality.  irrespective  of  partisan  con- 
I  siderations.    He  did  nuich  during  his  incun'.bency 
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of  tlio  mayor's  oflico  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
distressed,  and  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  the 
v.orkinj^  classes,  by  organizing  free  excursions  on 
the  ri\er  and  to  the  sea,  his  salary  as  mayor  beiu'^ 
more  than  dislnnsed  in  this  wav  everv  year.  His 
availahilit V  for  higher  honors  was  soon  observed  by 
his  frientls.  and  his  candidacy  for  the  gubernatorial 
office  was  urged,  which  resultetl  in  his  name  being 
presented  before  the  Republican  Stale  Convention 
in  the  fall  of  iS86,  but  it  was  finally  withdrawn 
by  his  advice  in  favor  of  .Mr.  I.ounsb'ury.  At  the 
State  Convention  of  his  party  in  August,  iSS8, 
Morgan  G.  Bulkelev  was  nommated  for  governor 
by  acclamation,  the  choice  was  approved  at  the 
XX)lIs,  and  in  the  following  January  he  was  inaug- 

■  urated,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  gubernatorial  chair. 
The  vigorous  administration  which  followed  was 
characteristic  of  the  man.  and  will  be  remembered 
as  among  the  most  notable  in  the  history  of  the 
Commonwealth.  At  the  State  election  in  Xovem- 
ber,  1890.  a  peculiar  situation  of  atlairs  occurred, 
and  amid  the  trying  scenes  Gov.  Bulkeley  won 
fresh  honors  for  himself.  It  was  the  first  State 
election  under  the  new  ballot  law,  and  results  were 
declared  by  town  officers  which  were  not  accepted 
as  conclusive  by  the  Senate,  to  whom  the  election 
statistics  were  returnable  under  questions  of  guber- 
natorial succession.  Under  the  constitution  it  be- 
came Gov.  Eulkeley's  duty  to  continue  to  exercise 
the  functions  of  his  office  for  two  additional  years, 
The  circumstances  attending  his  second  term  as  the 
official  head  of  the  State  were  delicate  and  some- 
times vexin^y  in  the  extreme.  That  he  bore  every 
test  most  credital)lv  is  the  highest  praise  that  could 
be  awarded.  When  the  General  Assembly  failed 
to  pass  the  usual  and  necessary  appropriation  bills 
he,  as  president  of  the  --Etna  Co.,  advanced  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  necessary  to  con- 
tinue the  afi:'airs  of  the  State  until  provision  was 
made,  and  his  conduct  in  this  and  numerous  other 
trying  situations  won  the  hearty  approval  of  all. 
In  i8g6,  at  the  convention  in  St.  Louis  which 
nominated  McKinley  for  President,  ]\[r.  Bulkeley 
received  the  largest  vote  ever  given  to  a  Connecti- 
cut man  for  a  National  office.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  prontinent  figures 
in  the  State,  and  lie  is  especially  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare and  interests  of  Hartford.  Socially  he  is  con- 
nected with  various  societies,  and  is  president  of 
the  Connecticut  Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 
Connecticut  Society  of  I'^oreign  \\'ars,  and  Con- 

'  necticut  Society  of  the  War  of  1812;  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Mayflower  Society,  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
the  Mass.  Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Legion.  Gov. 
Bulkeley  enjoys  wide  reputation  in  the  life  and  ac- 
cident insurance  world  as  a  man  combining,  in  rare 
degree,  progressiveness  and  conservatism.  The 
success  which  has  followed  his  management  of  the 
^Etna's  affairs  demonstrates  his  keen  perception 
and  'skill.    He  is  also  connected  with  a  number 


of  corjiorations  and  financial  institutions  in  Hart- 
ford, among  them  the  .litna  National  and  Cnitc' 
States  Banks,  in  each  of  which  he  is  a  director. 
Mr.  Bulkeley  married  iMiss  Lannie  Houghton, 

(4)  Hox.  WiLLiA.M  Hexkv  Bulkelev,  a 
capitalist,  .  ex-iieutenant-governor  and  merchant, 
Hartford,  was  born  March  2,  1840,  in  East  Hatl- 
dam.  Conn.,  and  came  to  Hartford  six  or  sever, 
years  later  with  his  father,  who  then  estal>lished  his 
liome  in  the  city.  The  boy  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Hartford,  in  which  he  made 
an  admirable  record  for  scholarship.  His  business 
career  was  begun  with  the  company  with  which  he 
has  so  long  been  connected,  for  he  succeeded  his 
brother,  ]\Iorgan  G.,  in  tlie  humble  capacity,  and 
at  the  same  salary,  above  referred  to.  \\'lien  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  commenced  mercantile  life  with 
an  old  dry-goods  firm  of  Hartford,  becoming  a 
clerk.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  became  engaged 
in  the  dry-goods  business  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  witli 
H.  P.  [Morgan  &  Co.  Later  he  began  t!;e  dry-g.iodi 
business  in  that  city  for  himself,  continuing  it  suc- 
cessfully on  Fulton  street  for  some  six  years.  Uu 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  young 
Bulkelev  was  one  of  the  first  to  respond  to  his 
country's  call.  .-\t  the  time  Fort  Sumter  was  fired 
upon  he  was  a  member  of  Company  G,  13th  Regi- 
ment, X.  Y.  X.  G.,  the  Brooklyn  City  Guard,  and 
advanced  to  the  front  April  19,  1861.  the  orgap.iza- 
tion  being  in  the  service  for  fotir  months,  in  1802 
Mr.  Bulkeley  organized  Company  G.  56th  Regi- 
ment, X'.  Y.  X".  G.,  and  was  made  its  captain.  He 
was  with  his  conmiand  through  the  Pennsylvania 
Crisis  of  1863.  being  in  Gen.  "Baldy"  Smith's  divis- 
ion. During  the  X'ew  York  draft  riots  the  regi- 
ment was  ordered  home,  after  which  it  was  dis- 
banded, its  time  of  service  having  expired. 

Capt.  Bulkeley  returned  to  Hartford,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  lithographing  business,  organizing  the 
Kellogg  &  Bulkeley  Co.,  lithographers,  of  Hartford, 
of  which  for  many  years  he  has  been  president. 
Immediately  on  his  return  to  Flartford  he  was 
elected  a  director  of  the  .Etna  Life  Insurance  L"o., 
was  also  vice-president  of  the  same  in  1877-79,  and 
is  at  present  auditor,  which  office  he  has  held  many 
vears.  He  has  had  more  to  do  with  the  success  of 
the  company  than  any  other  man  who  has  not  held 
an  executive  office.  Gen.  Bulkeley  has  borne  a  very 
close  relation  to  the  comi)any  in  an  advisory  ca- 
pacity for  the  past  ([uarter  of  a  century,  and  his 
business  judgment  has  ])roved  invaluable  in  the 
direction  of  its  jxjlicy.  He  has  l)een  and  still  is 
prominently  connected  with  a  number  of  the  bank- 
ing, insurance  and  other  corporations  of  Hartford, 
among  which  are  the  United  States  Bank,  of  which 
lie  is  vice-president  and  a  director,  the  .\mericaii 
Xational  B.ank.  of  which  he  is  a  director,  and  the 
Kellogg  <.^-  Ilulkelev  Co.  In  1878  he  purchased  t!ie 
"Bee  Hive,"  a  famous  ilry-gooils  establishment, 
which  he  managed  for  years  with  great  success. 
He  has  been  honored  witli  official  iio^uion.  and  has 
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had  large  cxpcrionco  in  oily  and  Slate  politics. 
He  served  his  fellow  citizens  for  hve  \ears  in  the 
coniinon  council  of  Hartford,  actini^  a  p.^rtion  of 
the  time  as  \ice-presidcnt  and  iM-csideiit  of  the 
board.  He  also  served  as  one  of  the  street  coni- 
iiiissioners  of  the  city  for  some  se\  en  or  eight  \-ears, 
in  which  he  proved  a  very  eflicieni  member.  Mr. 
Bnlkeley  was  commissary-general  of  the  I^tate, 
commissioner  of  Connecticut  to  the  Yorktown  Cen- 
tennial Celebration,  and  was  elected  to  the  othce  of 
lieutenant-governor  of  Connecticut  on  the  ticket  with 
Gov.  Iligelow,  serving  with  credit  through  and 
i8Sj.  iie  made  a  good  i)residing  ofiicer  of  the  Sen- 
ate. In  1SS2  he  was  a  Republican  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor, and  in  tlie  exciting  time  which  follov.-ed  the 
election  conducted  himself  in  a  manner  which  elic- 
ited favorable  comment  in  the  press  all  over  the 
country.  He  is  an  active  member  of  Robert  U. 
Tyler  Tost,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Hartford,  and  of  the  Arn.iy 
and  Xavy  Club  of  Connecticut.  In  religious  con- 
nection he  is  a  member  of  the  Pearl  Street  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  contributes  generouslv  to  the 
charities  of  Jrlartford. 

On  Sept.  iS,  1863,  Mr.  Bulkeley  married  Emma 
Gurney,  daughter  of  ^Nlelvin  and  Letitia  Gurney, 
and  they  have  had  six  children  :  (  i )  INIary  Zvlorgan, 
wife  of  E.  S.  Van  Zile,  the  author;  (2)  \\'illiam 
Eliphalet  Adams,  cashier  of  the  .i^tna  Life  Insurance 
Co;  (3)  Grace  Chetwood,  wife  of  David  \'an- 
Shaack ;  (4)  John  Charles,  of  Hartford;  (5)  Sally 
Taintor,  wife  of  Richard  ]^»IcCauley.  of  Detroit, 
Mich.;  and  (6)  Richard  Beaumarais.  of  Hartford. 

(5)  ^Nlary  Jerusha  IMorgan,  born  Sept.  27,  1843, 
married  Hon.  Leverett  Brainard,  president  of  the 
Case,  Lockwood  &  Brainard  Co.,  of  Hartford,  and 
ex-mayor  of  tlie  city. 

(6)  Eliphalet  Adams  Bulkeley,  born  Julv  11, 
1847,  died  Dec.  17,  1848. 

HOX.  CHARLES  HULL  CLARK,  of  the  firm 
of  Clark  Bros.  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  boks  and 
hardware,  specialties,  ^lilldale,  has  become  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  business  circles  of  Southington, 
and  by  the  exercise  of  his  ability  has  not  only  ad- 
vanced his  individual  prosperity,  but  has  materially 
contributed  to  the  welfare  of  his  native  town. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  Soutliington,  Oct.  23,  1832, 
a  son  of  Theodosius  and  Chloe  (Clark)  Clark.  On 
the  paternal  side  he  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  James 
Clark,  originally  of  England,  who  located  in  Xew 
Haven,  in  1638,  and  was  one  of  the  company  con- 
sisting- of  Gov.  Eaton  and  others  who  met  in  a  INIr. 
Newman's  barn  June  4,  1639,  to  form  a  civil  com- 
pact. In  1669  he  removed  to  Stratford,  Conn.  His 
son,  Ebenezer  Clark,  the  first  of  the  family  to  locate 
in  W'allingford,  was  born  Nov.  29,  165 1,  and  was 
married  May  6,  1678,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  James 
Peck.  Their  son.  Stephen  Clark,  was  born  Dec. 
7,  1696,  married  Lydia  (or  Ruth  )  Hotchkiss,  and 
died  Nov.  i,  1770.  He  was  the  father  of  Amasa 
Clark,  who  was  born  Nov.  25,  1753,  aniJ  was  mar- 


ried Dec.  28,  1785,  to  Lydia  Hull,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Zephaniah  Hull,  of  Cheshire.  He  engaged 
in  farming  in  Cheshire,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1833. 

1  h.eoui'suis  L'lark,  the  father  of  cur  subject,  was 
born  in  Clie.vhire  Oct.  22,  1788.  and  spent  Ihs  early 
life  on  a  farm.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  h.e 
commenced  leaching  in  a  di.-lrict  school  in  his  n.aiive 
1  town,  and  in  1810  he  came  to  Southington  to  teaci) 
i  in  the  riantsvilie  District.  In  181 1  and  1812  lie 
taught  at  what  is  now  I'lainville,  and  in  Farinington 
in  1813  and  1814,  while  for  several  years  foliowirig- 
he  taught  in  the  districts  in  the  southern  part  of 
Southin.gton.  In  1824  he  was  a  techer  in  the  South 
End  IJi^trict.  This  was  the  iirsi  year  that  grammar 
was  taught  in  the  town,  the  school  commissioners 
requiring  it.  ]Mr.  Clark  was  en.tirely  ignorant  of 
grammar,  but  he  took  the  study  in  hand,  and  with 
much  labor  was  enabled  to  carry  his  class  through 
the  book.  In  connection  witit  teaching  he  also  fol- 
lowed farming.  During  the  seasons  of  1820  ;uul 
1827  he  was  commissary  at  Sutheld,  wliiie  the  canal 
was  being  constructed  aroun.d  Enfield  Falls,  iii  iSi'> 
he  united  with  the  First  Congregational  Clunc'i  or 
Southin.gton,  in  1834  v.-as  ehcted  deacon,  which  i.:fiice 
he  held  until  1865,  and  was  also  superintendent  of 
the  Sabbath-schcol  for  some  \ears.  rie  died  July 
27,  1865,  honored  and  respected  by  all  v\-ho  knew 
Idm.  On  Oct.  26,  1816,  he  married  Ciiloe  ■  Clark, - 
who  passed  awav  April  5,  1848.  Their  children  were 
Harriet,,  wife  of  liezekiah  C.  Cumniings ;  Francis 
J. ;  W'ihiam  J. ;  lienrv  H.  ;  an.d  Charles  H. 

Seth  Clark,  pur  subject's  maternal  grandfather, 
was  born  in  ^liddletown.  Conn.,  July  11,  176S.  and 
was  married  Nov.  16,  1789,  to  Chloe  Bailey,  who 
was  born  in  Haddam.  Conn.,  Feb.  19,  1771,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Bailey,  of  that  place.  Soon  aiter 
their  marriage  Seth  Clark  and  wife  removed  to 
Southington,  where  she  died  July  17,  1834,  and  he 
passed  away  Jan.  27,  185 1.  His  father,  Joseph 
Clark,  was  born  Sept.  15,  1720,  and  died  in  ^liddlc- 
town  Aug.  22,  1778.  On  June  2,  1752,  lie  married 
Joanna  Faixchild,  who  was  born  Sept.  21,  1727,  and 
"died  Nov.  26,  1793. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his 
native  town,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schols  and  Lewis  Academy.  In  1852  he  began  liis 
business  career  as  a  mechanic  in  the  nut  and  bolt 
shop  of  his  brother,  at  ten  cents  per  hour,  and  was 
thus  employed  until  he  attained  his  majority,  when 
he  was  admitted  into  the  firm  as  a  partner.  In 
1854,  with  his  two  elder  brothers,  ur.der  the  hrn\ 
name  of  W.  J.  Clark  &  Co.,  he  embarked  in  the 
manufacture  of  bolts  and  carriage  hardware,  and 
was  superintendent  of  the  plant  until  1862,  when  he 
laid  aside  all  personal  interests  to  enter  the  service 
of  his  country  during  her  hour  of  peril.  On  Aug.  5, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,20th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and 
was  made  quartermaster  sergeant  of  the  regiment. 
He  remained  in  active  service  imtil  1 8*^14,  and  dur- 
ing the  la>t  years  was  on  the  staff  of  *^"ol.  James 
Wood,  who  commanded  the  3rd  Brigadie,  3rd  Divi- 
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vion.  20tli  .\riny  Corps,  in  front  of  Atlanta.  During- 
this  [vriud  he  loragod  over  the  territorv  in  'I'ennes- 
>ee  where  his  father  luul  ])e(Kileil  eloek.s  autl  notions 
fi.irt_\-  years  iK'fore.  L'n  liis  return  home  lie  re---unK'il 
aciive  work  in  the  factory  Lif  W.  J.  Llark  vS:  CH.  In 
iS^i,  im  the  retirement  of  the  senior  member 
of  the  tirm.  ihe  lunne  was  ehan;.;e>i  to  L  lark  Urns. 
Co.,  and  as  such  business  has  .^inee  lieen  successfully 
carried  on.  C)ur  subject  continued  lo  superintend 
the  work  until  ]88j.  and  is  -till  a  member  of  the 
company.  He  is  aUo  a  director  in  l^th  the  South- 
ingtiin  Xational  liank  and  the  Savings  B;uik,  aLo 
in  the  Southington  Cutlerv  Co. 

On  August  21,  iSoj.  Mr.  Clark  was  tmited  in 
marriage  with  iNliss  ^larv  Dickerman.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  (^Cale)  Dickernian,  of 
Guilford,  Conn.  Religiouslv  he  is  a  member  of 
the  J'lantsville  Congregational  Church,  and  socially 
is  connected  with  Trumbull  Post,  Xo.  ih,  ( i.  A.  R., 
and  the  Independent  Carder  of  Odd  Fellow  s,  ile  is 
a  stanch  stipporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  its 
principles,  and  has  frequently  been  called  upon  to 
serve  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  assessors  and 
boaril  of  relief  in  his  town.  He  was  also  elected 
to  the  State  Legislature  in  iSy5,  and  re-elected  to 
the  same  office  in  iSgy.  As  a  citizen,  soldier  and 
business  man,  he  stands  high  in  the  public  esteem, 
and  his  life  of  usefulness  has  given  to  the  younger 
men  of  the  town  an  example  well  v,-orthy  of  ennda- 
tion.  His  genial  itianner  has  made  him  many 
friends,  and  wherever  known  he  is  held  in  high 
regard. 

CHARLES  HOPKINS  CLARK  was  born  in 
Hartford,  April  i,  1S48,  son  of  Ezra  (Jr.)  and  Mary 
(  Hopkins)  Clark.  He  was  educated  in  the  Hart- 
ford public  schools,  except  between  i860  and  1865, 
when  he  was  living  in  Xew  York,  and  attended  the 
grammar  schools  of  that  city  an:l  wlv-xi  was  then 
the  Free  Academv.  Rtturning  to  Hartford  in  1865, 
he  entered  the  Flartford  Ptiblic  High  School,  and, 
graduating  from  there  in  1867,  entered  Yale,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1871.  A  few  weeks  later  he 
went  to  work  upon  the  Hartford  Couraut.  at  first 
imder  ten-'porarv  engagement,  and  lie  has  been  con- 
nected with  that  journal  ever  since.  In  1887  he  was 
admitted  to  the  firm  of  Hawlev.  Goodrich  &  Co., 
then  publishing  the  Couraut,  and  later,  when  a  cor- 
poration was  formed,  he  was  chosen  vice-president 
of  the  Hartford  Courant  Co.  He  has  been  in 
editorial  charge  of  the  Courant  since  the  death  of 
Stephen  A.  Hubbard,  in  1800.  ^Ir.  Clark  is  a 
director  in  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Co..  and  the  Collins  Co..  and  is  connected  with 
various  philanthropic  institutiims  of  Hartford,  be- 
ing treasurer  of  the  W'adsworth  Atheneum,  the 
Hartord  Public  Library,  and  the  Trustees  of  the 
Good  \\'ill  Club,  and  a  trustee  of  the  Watkinson 
Library  of  Reference.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cen- 
tury and  the  I'niversitv  Clulis  of  X'ew  York,  and 
of  the  Colonial  Clui)  of  Hartford. 

In  1*873         Clark  was  married  to  Miss  Hilen 


j  Root,  daughter  of  the  late  E.  !v.  Root.  wh,-.  was  at 
his  death  i)resident  of  the  Co!t"s  Patt  iu  lire  Arms 
Co.  She  died  in  February.  181^5,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren. Horace  Clark  (Vale  'y8 j  and  Alary  Hop- 
kin>  Clark.  In  X'ovember.  i8i>g,  Mr.  Clark  mar- 
ried Mi^^  Matilda  C.  Rnot,  sister  of  his  first  wife. 

HOX.  EZRA  CLARK,  a  familiar  ligurc  for 
I  many  years  on  the  streets  and  in  the  ci\ic  life  of 
1  Hartford,  died  in  that  city  Sept.  2().   18/').  He 
;  was  born  in  I'rattlcboro,  \'t.,  .Sept.  12,  1813,  but 
,  bvcame  a  resident  of  Hartfortl  when  si.K  years  of 
'  age.    His  father,  Ezra  Clark,  was  a  ])artner  of  the 
\  iron  and  steel  firm  of  David  Watkinson  &  Co.,  and 
tb.e  son,  who  for  many  years  was  Ezra  Clark,  Jr., 
'  was  taken  into  the  partnership  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age.    The  firm  was,  in  succession.  David 
Watkin.son  &  Co.,  Clark.  Gill  &  Co.,  Ezra  Clark 
'  &-  Co..  and  Clark  &  Co.,  and  is  now  L.  L.  Ens- 
worth  &  Son. 
'        Mr.  Clark's  business  record  included  membcr- 
I  ship  in  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Exchange  Ban.k 
!  and  the  presidency  of  the  X'ational  Screw  Co.,  of 
;  Hartford,  which  imder  his  management  became  a 
!  great  success,  and  was  subsequently  sold  out  to  the 
I  American  Screw  Co..  of  Providence.    In  1857,  by 
!  reason  of  endorsing  the  business  paper  of  friends, 
[  he  failed  financiallv,  but  he  recovered  from  this, 
j  and  returning  to  Hartford  paid  his  creditors  one 
I  hundred  cents  on  the  dollar,  with  interest.  Mr. 
Clark  held  many  public  offices,  having  been,  at  one 
time  or  another,  councilman,  alderman,  judge  of 
th.e  citv  ccurt.  chairman  of  the   X'ortli  District 
school  committee,  citv  and  town  atiditor.  president 
of  the  Young  [Men's  Institute,  presitlent  of  the 
Spring  Grove  Cemeterv  Association,  and  president 
of  the  Board  of  \\'ater  Commissioners.    He  rep- 
resented the  Hartford  District  in  the  XXXRTh  and 
XXXVth  Congresses.    His  most  important  w'ork 
in  Hartford  was  in  connection  with  the  Water 
Board,  of  wdiich  he  was  for  many  years  a  member. 
Under  his  presidency  a  great  share  of  tb.e  work 
of  building  the  reservoirs  and  equipping  the  city 
with  mains  was  accomplislied.    He  also  laid  out 
j  the  Reservoir  Park,  connecting  the  various  ponds 
bv  a  driveway  through  the  woods ;  and  the  large 
Tumbledown   Brook  Reservoir  was  planned  and 
built  by  him. 

In  October,  1841.  Mr.  Clark  was  marrie.l  to 
Marv  Flopkins,  daughter  of  Daniel  P.  Hopkins  and 
Marv  Whiting,  both  of  Hartford.  She  died  in 
1866.  leavin.g  three  children:  Frances,  now  ]Mrs. 
Albert  L.  Butler :  Charles  Hopkins  Clark,  editor  of 
the  Couraut.  and  Howard  M.  Clark,  who  was  cash- 
ier of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  died  in  1894. 

i 

I  CAPT.  TIMOTHY  BO.VRDMAX  ROBIX- 
.^OX'  is  one  of  the  sturdy  stron.g  settlers  of  Xew 
England  whose  ancestors  for  several  generations 
were  born  and  reared  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
He  was  born  at  a  time  that  made  it  necessarv  to  risk 
his  life  for  our  country  at  that  happy,  promising  :l.^;C 
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\vIkmi  iiL-  haii  i)cgr.n  to  realize  the  lull  measi;rc  t^t 
Jiai>l)ine.-"S  wiiioli  was  roveakil  in  the  eaiiv  \ears  ot 
inaiih(,>ocl.  Fortune,  however,  tavoretl  luni  to  a  verv 
iiill  extent  in  hi>  service  in  the  war,  and,  while  he 
was  taken  a  prisoner  several  times,  he  returned  to 
liis  home  and  friends  withuut  having  heen  wounded 
or  overcome  h\'  >erious  illness.  If  liereditv  ma\  he 
creditccl  with  th.e  transnii>>ion  of  virtuou^  traits  from 
one  generation  to  an^Jther.  L'apt.  Timotliy  LI.  Rohin- 
5on  is  indehted  to  his  ancestors  on  Ijoth  sides  lor  a 
tendency  toward  those  sterling"  (jualities  which, 
when  developed,  arc  bound  to  succeed  in  the  face 
of  the  most  trying  obstacles. 

Capt.  David  Robinson,  Lis  great-grandfather, 
Avas  born  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  in  i74j.  He  was 
married  twice,  his  first  wife,  Marv,  dying  Dec.  25, 
1801  ;  his  second  wife,  ]\rarion,  died  Jane  20,  1856. 
Capt.  ^Robinson  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
■where  he  probably  received  his  title.  He  was  the 
father  of  seven  children,  as  follows  :  }klary  Anna, 
born  Feb.  5,  ijjo;  Lieodiah,  Aug.  25,  1772;  James, 
;May  28.  1774:  David,  Jr.,  Nov.,  1778;  Shadrach, 
July  15,  1781  ;  Timothy,  Feb.  6,  1784;  William, 
June  24,  178S. 

Shadrach  Robinson  was  born  in  Glastonbury 
Conn.  He  was  a  sea-faring  m?.r..  On  June  13,  1802, 
lie  married  Eunice  Tennant,  who  wa.>  born  Oct.  17, 
1781,  and  their  marriage  was  blessed  with  four  chil- 
dren:  Leverett.  born  April  8,  1.803  (tlietl  April  21, 
1835);  Azel  T.,  }^Iarch  31,  1807  (died  Sept.  26, 
18S6);  Loretta,  Feb.  26,  1809;  and  Lester,  Dec. 
9,  1810. 

Azel  Tennant  Robinson,  our  subject's  father,  v. as 
also  born  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  on  the  date  pre- 
viously named,  and  d.ed  in  Bristol  Sept.  26,  18S6. 
He  was  a  woodworker  by  trade,  working  on  clock 
cases  and  small  furniture,  v.^as  a  verv  industrious 
man,  and  his  efi'orts  were  re^varded  by  the  success 
in  life  which  earnest  application  and  intelligent  pur- 
suit merit.  He  came  to  R.-i'^tol  and  worked  in  tlie 
clock  factor'es,  having  been  connected  with  the 
Jerome  Clock  Co.,  the  Union  Clock  Co.  (in  wdiich  he 
was  a  stockholder),  and  tne  George  A  Jones  Clock 
Co.,  respectively.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
he  was  engaged  for  a  number  of  years  in  making 
door  screens.  Azel  T.  Robinson  was  a  strong  Spir- 
itualist. He  was  a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge, 
Xo.  56,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  and  served  as  treasurer  of  same 
for  over  twenty-five  years.  In  politics  he  originally 
was  a  hig,  and  later  became  a  Democrat.  On 
May  3,  1832,  i\Ir.  Robinson  was  married  to  Aliss 
Harriet  Stratton,  who  was  Ijorn  in  Glastonbury 
!March  t,  1808,  and  their  marriage  was  blessed  with 
the  following  children:  Charles  Azel,  born  June  7, 
1833,  died  Aug.  20,  1833;  Timothy  Boardman  is 
our  subject:  Eunice  Tennant,  born  June  22,  1836,- 
died  Ma\-  19,  1876,  unmarried:  Harriet,  born  Aug. 
26,  1839,  is  married  and  lives  in  California;  Lev- 
erett, born  Jan.  20,  1843,  died  Jan.  i,  i860:  Henry 
Azel,  born  Jan.  2,  1845,  <-lied  Aug.  21,  1864  (he  was 
a  brave  lad,  and  his  life  was  sacrificed  for  his  coun- 


try in  the  war  of  llie  Rebellion.,  as  he  was  captured 
and  starved  to  death  in  Anderson  ville  iiri.-oii 
-Mary,  bnrn  Dec.  19,  184O,  is  married,  and  resides  in 
r.rv!jklyn,  X.  \'. ;  Alice  Kate,  born  .Sept.  13,  1849, 
is  the  wite  of  IL  B.  Cook,  the  shoe  man  of  Bristol; 
I'rederick  Arthur,  born  Dec.  2C^,  1852,  died  Alay  19, 
1 880. 

Capt.  Timiithv  Boardman  Robinson,  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  Cromwell,  Conn.,  Jidy  18,  1834.  He 
attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town  until  he  was 
eight  years  of  age,  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Bristol,  where  he  continued  his  eilucation  until  his 
sixteenth  year,  and  then  attended  the  Berlin  Acad- 
emy fiir  one  term.    With  this  common-sense,  prac- 
tical foundation  of  learning  he  began  the  struggle 
for  life,  entering  the  employ  of  his  father,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Case  &  Robinson,  then  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  cofiiee-niill  boxes.    At  this 
occupation  he  remained  for  about  two  years, and  then 
worked  in  the  spring  factory  of  Edward  L.  Dunbar 
for  two  or  three  years.    Subsequently,  in  company 
with  two  others,  under  the  firm  name  of  Herring  & 
i  Co.,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sash  and  dials. 
I  This  business  relation  lasted  for  about  three  years, 
I  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Bristol  Hardware  Co., 
who  purchased  tne  aforesaid  plant  and  retained  our 
subject  in  their  employ  under  contract  for  two  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time  the  business  w-as 
I  again  sold  out,  to  the  E.  X.  Welch  ^Manufacturing 
i  Co.,  by  whom  our  subject  was  again  retained  under 
;  contract  for  about  three  years,  when  he  enlisted  in 
i  the  war.    After  the  war  he  engaged  with  H.  Hark- 
:  ness  in  the  manufacture  of  ice  scrapers,  continuing 
'  this  business  for  about  six  months,  when  it  was  sold 
out  to  Landers.  Frary  &  Clark,  of  Xew  Britain, 
i  After  this  ^Ir.  Robinson  acted  as  foreman  in  the 
\  shear  factory  of  the  Fnventors  ^Manufacturing  Co., 
S.  A'alentine,  manager,  wdiere  he  remained  for  about 
three  vears.    Fie  then  resigned  in  order  to  accept 
the  position  of  foreman  in  the  clock  factory  of 
i  George  Jones,  wdiich  business  relation  continued  for 
:  twenty  years  without  interruption.    Following  this 
I  he  entered  the  employ  of  Plumb  &  Allen,  of  Terry- 
'  ville,  wdio  had  purchased  the  Jones  factory,  acting 
j  for  the  firm  as  foreman  in  the  Jones   shop  in  Bris- 
I  tol,  making  mechanical  toys  of  all  kinds.    Our  sub- 
I  ject  then  went  to  work  for  the  Horton  Manufactur- 
!  ing  Co.  for  about  six  months,  and  subsequently  en- 
I  gaged  with  the  Xew  Departure  Bell  Co.,  with  which 
j  firm  he  remained  until  1898.    In  that  year  he  re- 
1  signed  to  accept  the  position  of  general  superin- 
I  tendent  of  the  Liberty  Bell  Co.,  wdiich  position  he 
I  now  holds. 

On  Aug.  24,  1862,  Capt.  Robinson  enlisted  in 
j  Company  K.  i6th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  came  out  a  cap- 
tain. He  was  a  prisoner  in  Macon,  Ga.,  Charleston 
I  and  Columbia,  S.  C,  escaping  from  the  latter.  He 
I  was  never  wounded.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  An- 
i  tietam,  and  was  mustered  out  Aug.  25,  1865.  In 
I  politics  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican,  though 
'  he  has  never  sought  office.    Socially  lie  is  a  member 
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of  Frankiiii  Lodge,  Xo.  56,  F.  ^S:  A.  M. ;  of  tlie 
Koyal  Arcanum,  of  which  he  is  vico-rcgcnt ;  and  of 
Gcorg-o  W.  Thompson  J'ost,  Xo.  13.  G.  A.  R.,  of 
which  he  is  past  commander. 

On  Oct.  31.  1855.  Capt.  Robinson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Sophia  Wells  Waters,  who  was 
born  -March  JO,  1830,  a  daughter  of  Lora  and  Laura 
(Churchill  >  Waters,  of  Rristol.  h  'w  c  children 
have  blessed  their  union,  as  follows.  (  i)  Lora  Azel, 
born  Atig.  3,  1856,  died  Sept.  18,  1856.  (Jj  Lora  j 
Waters,  born  Oct.  2,  1857,  was  married  r^hirch  11,  ! 
1S85,  to  Amiie  Shepard,  of  Rristol,  and  thev  have  ' 
had  children — Pauline,  born  Dec.  26,  1885;  Archer 
Waters,  born  Atig.  12,  .1887  (died  Aug.  15,  18S7)  ; 
Lyle  Wells,  bbrn  ^L^^'  i,  1889 ;  Kendall,  born  in  1894 
(died  in  1895)  ;  and  Wells  Hall,  born  Sept.  15, 
1S95.  Lora  Waters  Robinson  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Philadelphia  Dcinal  College,  and  is  now  practicing 
dentistry  in  Bufi'alo,  X.  Y.  (3) Archer  Waters 
Avas  Ixirn  Oct.  12,  1859,  and  died  Sept.  8,  1S60.  (4) 
Belle  Waters,  born  June  12,  1S61,  married  Edward 
B.  Gaylord,  of  Winsted,  June  12,  1S84.  (5)  Grace 
Waters,  born  Sept.  14,  1871,  died  INIay  29,  1872. 
Capt.  and  3.1rs.  Robinson  attend  the  Congregational 
Cliurch,  of  which  !Mrs.  Robinson  is  an  active  and 
devout  member.  The  life  of  Capt.  Robinson  has 
been  one  of  continued  activity.  Through  all  the  i 
fluctuations  and  vicissitudes  following  the  war  he 
has  maintained  not  only  an  unruffled  disposition, 
but  he  has  acquired  broader  views  of  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  country  and  of  i 
humanity. 

CHARLES  LEAT  LIXCOLX.  a  manufacturer 
and  prominent  business  man  and  citizen  of  Hart-  i 
ford,  where  for  hftv  years  and  more  he  has  l)een  ! 
engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  castings  and  ma-  | 
chinery,  and  closely  identified  with  the  growth  of  i 
the  citv,  is  a  representative  of  a  stmxly  X'ew  Eng-  \ 
land  family  of  the  Colonial  period.  I 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  born  ^^Larch  12,  1825,  in  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  son  of  Levi  and  Malinda  (?^Iiles) 
Lincoln,  and  is  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  genera- 
tion from  Thomas  Lincoln,  who  was  born  in  I'-ng- 
land_about  1603,  came  to  Xew  England  in  1635, 
and  located  in  Hingham,  on  ^Massachusetts  Bay, 
but  removed  to  Taunton  prior  to  1650,  and  estab- 
hshed  a  gristmill  on  3.1111  river.  He  brought  with 
him  from  England  two  or  three  children.  He  lived 
to  be  eighty  or  upward  years  of  age. 

From  this  first  American  ancestor  our  subject's 
hne  of  descent  is  through  Thomas  (2),  Thomas 
(3),  Xathaniel,  Xathaniel  (2),  Stephen  and  Levi 
Lincoln. 

(H)  Tlionias  Lincoln  (2),  son  of  Thomas  the 
emigrant,  likely  born  in  England,  baptized  in  1637- 
38,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Jonah  Austin,  who 
was  a  husbandman  and  died  al)out  1(^4.  He  early 
in  life  became  a  resident  of  Taunton,  Massachu- 
setts. 

(iH)  Thomas  Lincoln  (3),  son  of  Thomas  (2), 


born  in  165(3,  in  Taunton,  married  ^[ar\•,  daughter 
of  Richard  Stacv.  He  took  part  in  the  Indian 
troubles  in  the  time  of  Ring  Philip's  war. 

(I\")  Xathaniel  Lincni,,.  son  of  Thomas  (3), 
born  about  108-;.  married  Alice,  daughter  of  Capt. 
John  Andrews.  He  was  a  sergeant  in  the  militia., 
and  was  engaged  in  milling  with  his  father-in-law, 
at  a  point  three  miles  west  of  Taunton. 

(\')  Xathaniel  Linct.iln  (2),  son  of  X-athanieL 
born  in  1725,  in  Tainnon.  married  in  1743  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Increase  Robinson,  Jr.  Prior  to 
1750  he  removed  to  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  and  to  ]'>rain- 
tree.  in  the  same  State  ah.xit  1759,  dying  in  Atile- 
boro. 

(M)  Stephen  Lincoln,  son  of  X'athaniel  (2), 
born  in  175 1,  in  Rehoboth,  >rass..  married  in  Oak- 
ham, ?^Iass.,  in  1779,  Lydia,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Elv.n- 
ezer  Foster.  He  removed  from  RehoIx>th  to  Brain- 
tree  and  later  located  in  Oakham.  He  was  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  serving  in  the  Rhode  Island  cam- 
paign. He  was  occupied  in  farming,  and  in  con- 
nection with  his  farming  operations  also  carried 
on  a  tannery.  He  held  several  public  offices :  lie 
died  in  1S40. 

Levi  Lincoln,  son  of  Stephen,  and  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  1790,  in 
Oakham,  3Iass.,  and  was  married  in  Rutland,  I\Ia^s.. 
July  9,  1S16,  to  :Malinda  ]\Iiles,  daughter  of  Bar- 
zilla  and  Sarah  (Reed)  Miles,  of  Rutland.  Slie 
was  born  July  7,  1795,  and  died  in  Hartford,  Coim.. 
April  12.  1SS3.  ^Iv.  Lincoln  died  in  Hartford 
Jan.  31,  1S68.  Their  children  were:  George  S., 
Sarah  K.,  Charles  L..  ^lary  E.  and  Theodore  Yi. 

Charles  Levi  Lincoln  riiarried  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
Aug.  31,  1847,  Olivia  M.  Brewster,  born  July  21, 
1826,  in  Coventry,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Silas  and 
Wealthy  (Richardson;  Brewster,  and  their  children 
were:  (i)  Carrie  Augusta,  born  Aug.  15,  1854, 
was  married  in  Hartford  to  Edv.'in  P.  Tavlor.  Ivjrn 
in  that  city  Aug.  20,  1S40,  son  of  Edwin  and  Xancv 
Jane  (Kinney)  Taylor,  and  thev  had  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living:  Charles  Lincoln,  born 
Sept.  ID,  1875,  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Lincoln  Com- 
pany;  Edwin  P.  and  Caroline  B.  and  ]\Iorgan  Wei's; 
Rowland  K.  is  deceased.  (2)  Charles  Paysbn,  born 
May  21,  1S51,  was  married  in  Southbridge,  ^lass., 
Xov.  20,  1878,  to  ?\Iargarct  Sanders,  born  in  Cromp- 
ton,  R.  I.,  F"eb.  24,  1854,  daughter  of  James  and 
Margaret  (Henry)  Sanders;  he  is  secretary  of  The 
Lincoln  Co.,  and  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Pratt 
Street  Savings  Bank.  (3)  h'rank  Howard,  born 
}>Iarch  4,  1855,  died  in  Hartford,  Dec.  16,  1S60. 
(4)  Theodore  M.,  born  Ajiril  4,  1858,  is  treasurer  of 
the  Lincoln  Co.,  a  director  of  the  Hartford  City 
Bank,  and  has  served  as  member  of  the  city  council ; 
he  was  marrierl  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  IMay  11,  1S81, 
to  Alice  M.  Horton,  of  that  city,  born  Sejit.  )6, 
t86o,  and  they  have  had  three  children:  Alice  H., 
Theodore  B.  (deceased),  and  Minerva  B.  (5) 
Fannie  ]\Iaria,  born  Xov.  11,  i8(i[,  was  married 
in  Hartford  to  Dr.  Robert  Hamill,  \)orn  in  Oak  Hal:, 
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reim.,  Mav  1S55.  sou  of  Robert  and  Margaret 
E.  (L.yon)  Hainill.  of  J'hihulelphia,  and  they  have 
two  cliildren  :  Rohert  L.  and  I'ranois  L. ;  tlie  Doctor 
studied  for  the  medical  profession  at  J.alayeite 
College,  graduated  from  the  i'ennsylvania  Univers- 
ity of  Medicine,  and  is  now  practicing  meiiicine  in 
Summit,  X.  j.  (6)  Elizaheth  I'.rewster,  born  May 
18:18,  resides  in  Hartford. 

Charles  L.  Lincoln,  our  subject,  was  admitted  to 
the  firm  of  George  S.  Lincoln  &  Co.,  in  1846,  and 
through  all  of  the  intervening-  }ears  between^  that 
period  and  this,  he  has  been  contir.uously  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  casting's  and  machinery.  His 
brother  George,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
retired  from  the  business  in  1SS5,  since  which  time 
Charles  L.  Lincoln  has  continued  the  business  with 
his  sons  Charles  P.  and  Theodore  M.,  under  the 
name  of  The  Lincoln  Company. 

]\lr.  LincLiln  is  a  good  business  man,  possessed  of 
sound  judgment,  and  is  a  good  manager,  which 
qualities,  together  with  integrity  and  fair  dealing, 
have  brought  him  success.  He  is  a  substantial  citi- 
zen of  Hartford,  and  has  carried  througli  his  long 
business  career  with  this  people  their  esteem  and 
respect.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Hartford  Street 
Railwav  Co.,  an  incorporator  and  trustee  of  the 
^Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  and  a  member  of  the 
Connecticut  Historical  Society. 

The  firm  of  George  S.  Lincoln  &  Co..  which 
as  now  incorporated  The  Lincoln  Company,  proprie- 
tors of  the  Phoenix  Iron  Works,  was  established  in 
1834  by  the  late  Levi  Lincoln,  and  has  thus  been 
in  existence  about  two-thirds  of  a  century,  during 
which  period  the  business  has  grown  from  com- 
parative insignificance  to  one  of  the  largest,  as  it  is 
the  oldest,  of  its  class  in  the  State.  On  the  death 
of  Levi  Lincoln  the  business  was  so  arranged  that 
his  sons  George  S.  and  Charles  L.  (who  had  been 
associated  with  their  father  some  fifteen  years)  suc- 
ceeded, and  the  firm  of  George  S.  Lincoln  &  Co.  has 
since  been  one  of  the  best  known  in  Xew  England. 
They  make  a  specialty  of  the  latest  desig^'-s  of  archi- 
tectural iron  work,  consisting  in  part  of  building 
fronts,  columns,  lintels,  girders,  vaults,  etc..  besides 
large  quantities  of  machinists'  tools  and  other  arti- 
cles, employnient  being  given  to  an  average  of  nearly 
160  hands.  George  S.  Lincoln,  who  died  April  2, 
1894,  was  well-known  througliout  th(?  X'ew  Eng- 
land States,  and  ranked  among  the  ablest  business 
men  of  the  day,  while  in  Hartford,  the  city  of  his 
adoption,  at  the  same  time  holding  place  among  the 
leading  citizens,  representative  manufacturers  and 
promoters  of  its  best  interests.  The  same  remarks 
are  in  every  sense  applicable  to  Charles  L.  Lincoln. 

EBEXEZER  ROBERTS,  whose  death  oc- 
curred March  1896,  was  one  of  the  best-known 
business  men  in  Hartford,  where  his  career  was  a 
most  honorable  one. 

Born  Oct.  28,  1819,  in  Wcstneld,  Conn.,  Mr. 
Roberts  was  a  son  of  Enoch  Cornwall  Roberts,  anil 
a  grandson  of  Ebenezer  Roberts,  who  was  an  officer 


in  the  war  01  the  Revolution,  was  with  W'asiiing- 
ton  at  Xe\v  York,  in  the  battle  of  Trenton,  antl  alsO' 
at  Yorktown.  The  lineage  is  traced  ti3  Samuel 
Roberts,  who  ap|>eared  in  Aliddletown,  Conn,,  lur- 
ing tile  seventeenth  century,  and  died  (here  in  \7^,^)- 
In  he  married  Mercv  J'dake.    J{l>enezer  Koh- 

erts'  great-great-grandmeither,  Sarah  Bulkeley,  was 
a  daughter  of  Edward  Bulkeley,  one  of  the  found- 
ers ot  the  Socielv  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  through 
her  he  is  a  descendant  of  Rev.  Gershom  and  Rev. 
Peter  Bulkeley.  Rev.  Gershom  Bulkeley  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  in  1O65,  was  mmistcr  at 
Xew  London  in  i6(>i,  and  at  W'ethersfield  in  1666. 
^Ir.  Roberts  was  also  a  descendant  of  Cliarles 
Chauncey,  the  second  president  of  Harvard  College. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  our  subject  entered  the 
employ  of  the  well-kn.own  firm  of  H.  tS:  ^\^  Keney, 
and  the  same  qualities  that  maintained  his  success 
later  began  to  show  tlieiuselves  there,  securing  for 
him  prompt  recognition  as  a  young  man  of  pr^nuise 
and  rapid  advancement.  In  1855  he  was  taken  into 
partnership,  and,  though  the  old  name  of  H.  &  W. 
Kene}-  remained  over  the  door,  the  firm  was  changed 
to  Keneys,  Roberts  &  J.  X'.  Goodwin,  and  later,  at 
]Mr.  Goodwin's  death,  to  Keneys  &  Roberts,  contin- 
uing thus  until  the  death  of  \\'alter  Keney.  After 
tliat  it  was  Keney,  Roberts  &  Co.,  and  afier  tlie 
death  of  Henry  Keney  it  became  Roberts,  Tucker  & 
Goodwin.  This  is  the  oldest  of  the  wholesale  gro- 
cery houses  in  the  State,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  business  concerns  in  Coimecticut.. 
The  Keneys  and  ^Ir.  Roberts  eacli  accumulatetl  a 
large  fortune;  and  at  the  same  time  the  iiDuse 
established  a  name  for  integrity,  square  dealing 
and  pubHc  spirit  that  made  people  regard  it  as  one 
of  Hartford's  especial  business  honors. 

Isiv.  Roberts  was  v/ell  known  to  the  citizen?  of 
Hartford  for  his  kindlv  manner  and  sterling  busi- 
ness qualities,  and  his  ever  readv  hand  to  assist  in 
worthy  objects  for  the  public  good.  He  was  a  di- 
rector of  the  Hartford  Xational  Bank,  the  Travel- 
ers Insurance  Co.,  the  X'ational  Fire  Insurance  Co.,. 
the  Collins  Co.,  the  Smythe  Manufacturing"  Co., 
and  the  Anchor  3ilills  Paper  Co..  of  \'\'indsor 
Locks,  and  a  trustee  of  the  will  of  the  late  Henry 
Keney.  Lie  neither  sought  nor  held  office.  As  a 
member  of  the  Park  Congregational  Church,  he 
was  a  constant  attendant  at  its  services,  having  been 
a  member  of  that  society  when  it  was  known  as  the 
Xorth  Congregational  Church. 

On  Jan.  18,  1843.  !Mr.  Roberts  was  married  to 
Clarissa,  daughter  of  Bela  and  Clarissa  Root  Ban- 
croft, of  Granville,  INIass.  She  died  Jan.  12,  1883. 
One  claughter,  Florence  Clarissa,  wife  of  Col.  W'ill- 
iam  C.  Skinner,  of  Hartford  (a  sketch  of  whom 
follows  ) ,  survived  the  father. 

W'liJ.iA.M  (."oxvf.RSi-:  Ski.xxf.r  was  born  Jan. 
26,  1855,  in  Malone,  X.  Y.,  a  son  of  Calvin  and 
John  Porter  (I'lodgett)  Skinner,  and  comes  of  good 
old  English  stock.  In  descent  he  is  of  th.c  eighth 
generation  from  John  Aldcn,  and  is  in  direct  line 
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from  Cahin  Skiiiiicr.  ot  \\"oot.lbU>ck.  Conn.,  who 
mTvccI  honoral)!y  in  tlic  war  for  iiiJcpendcnco. 

Jlic  carl_\  ciluoation  of  .Mr.  Skinner  was  rc- 
<oivt.\!  in  ilic  conminn  and  hii;h  sohtKils  of  his  native 
town;  then,  ni  1S7J,  lie  cnicrcd  I'riniiy  Colleg-e, 
liartford,  and  was  i;Taduatcd  from  that  institntion 
in  the  ch.iss  or  '70.  Having  first  decided  on  the 
profession  of  law  for  iiis  life  work,  he  attended' a 
law  school  in  Albany.  X.  Y.,  for  one  year.  Con- 
clnding,  however,  to  take  up  coniniercial  hnsincss 
•  instead,  he,  in  l8S_'.  became  a  member  of  tlie  linn 
of  Dwight.  ."^kimiet  v\:  Co.,  wool  merchants,  and  so 
continued  nntil  Mav,  i8i^). 

]\Ir.  Skinner  was  a  colonel  on  Gov.  Morgan  G. 
Jjulkeley"s  start,  serving-  as  such  during  the  entire 
fotir  years  of  that  Governor's  administration.  So- 
<:irJly  he  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club,  of  the 
^ons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Colonial 
Wars,  and  of  the  Ma_\'tiower  Society.  In  politics 
Jie  has  always  been  a  Republican,  eAcr  taking  an 
active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  party,  but  so  far 
jias  studiously  declined  office.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  Connecticut  ^Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  the 
Hartford  hire  Insurance  Co.,  the  Phtenix  National 
Bank,  the  Fidelitv  Co.,  the  Societv  for  Savings, 
the  Smythe  I^Ianufacturing  Co.,  and  president  01 
the  Anchor  Mills  Paper  Co. 

On  Oct.  _'0,  iSSo,  ^h.  Skinner  married  Flor- 
ence Clarissa,  daughter  of  the  late  Ebenezer  Rob- 
erts, of  Hartford,  and  three  children  g'race  this 
union:  Marjorie  Roberts,  born  Aug.  0,  18S1  ;  Rob- 
erts Keney,  born  Oct.  i,  18S6;  and  William  Con- 
verse, Jr.,  born  Dec.  27,  18S9.  }»Irs.  Skinner  is  a 
member  of  the  Colonial  Dames,  and  correspond- 
ing secretary  of  the  D.  A.  R. 

EDGAR  CHAPIX  LI XX,  president  of  the 
Connecticut  Building  and  Loan  Association,  Hart- 
ford, is  a  native  of  the  Western  Reserve,  or  "Xew 
Connecticut."  Ohio,  born  in  Richmond  ]May  29, 
1861. 

Mr.  Linn  is  descended  from  some  of  the  older 
families  that  removed  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  an 
early  day  from  Connecticut,  A'ermont  and  X'ew  Jer- 
sey, his  parents  being  Dr.  and  Airs.  Ezra  ( Buell ) 
Linn.  His  great-great-grandfather,  Joseph  Linn, 
served  as  adjutant  in  the  Second  Regiment  of  Mil- 
itia of  Sussex  county,  X'.  J.,  during  the  war  for 
independence.  On  his  father's  side  Mr.  Linn  is 
descended  fnjm  William  Buell,  who  was  one  of 
the  company  that  came  to  Xew  England  in  1630 
with  Rev.  Jolin  Warham,  and  first  settled  at  Dor- 
chester, Alass.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Wind- 
sor, Conn.  This  William  Buell  is  said  to  have  been 
the  common  ancestor  to  all  of  the  American  Buells. 
His  name  is  on  the  first  distribution  of  lands  in 
Yv"indsor,  Conn.,  in  1639.  He  died  in  i68r.  His 
two  sons  were  Sanuiel  and  Peter.  Samuel  married 
Deborah  Griswold.  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Kil- 
lingworth,  Conn.    Peter  married  Martha  Coggens. 


[A  rcsnaic  of  the  Buell  family  is  given  fartlur  on 
m  this  sketch.] 

J'.dgar  L.  l^mn  attended  the  common  schools 
in  Riclinii  nd  until  lii>  fnurteeiuh  year,  and  in  th.e 
meantime,  with  hi>  parents'  pcrnnssion,  he  under- 
took to  e;irn,  and  Micceeded  in  earning,  sufficient 
money  to  carry  him  through  a  two-vears'  course 
at  the  academy  in  Austinburg.  Ohio.  lie  then  en- 
tered a  general  store  at  Conneaut,  Ohio,  as  clerk, 
at  $loo  per  annum,  and  remained  there  live  years, 
beco;ning  head  clerk  of  the  establishment.  Here 
he  earned  the  money  to  pay  for  his  expenses  for 
two  years  in  Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  Penn. 
After  leaving  college  he  returned  to  his  former 
position  in  the  general  store  at  Conneaut,  where 
lie  remained  another  year,  and  then,  in  1884.  em- 
liarked  in  the  retail  shoe  business  fcu-  himself. 

In  1887  Air.  Linn  retired  from  the  shoe  busi- 
ness and  became  identified  with  that  of  liie  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association  in  the  same  town,  con- 
tinuing therein  until  1895,  during  which  period 
by  careful  study  he  became  thoroughly  versed  in 
its  workings.  In  1895  he  came  to  Connecticut, 
associated  himself  with  the  directorate  of  the  Con- 
necticut Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  aided 
in  its  organization.  Air.  Linn  became  the  associa- 
tion's first  secretarv,  a  position  he  filled  w'nh  great 
efficiency  and  verv  acceptably  until  his  election  to 
the  presidency, /m  February,  1901.  In  connection 
with  the  secretju-yship  Air.  Linn  served  as  treastu-er 
of  the  association,  having  been  appointed  m  1896 
acting  treasurer,  and  shortly  thereafter  was  regu- 
larly elected. 

In  June,  1884,  Air.  Linn  was  married  to  Aliss 
Harriet  Hawley,  daughter  of  Gideon  Hawley,  of 
Conneaut,  Ohio,  and  to  them  were  born  fi^-e  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  still  living:  Robert  H., 
Elizabeth  H.  and  Chapin  C.  The  familv  residence, 
a  commodious  and  sightly  one,  is  located  on  Farm- 
ington  avenue.  West  Hartford. 

Buell  PAmilv.  First  generation.  William 
Buell,  or  Bewelle,  or  Beville,  was  born  at  Ches- 
terton, in  Huntingdonshire.  England,  about  1610, 
came  to  America  about  1630,  settled  at  Dorchester, 
Alass.,  and  about  1O35  removed  to  Windsor,  Conn., 
where  he  died  Xov.  23,  168 1.  "William  Buell  and 
wife,  in  1650,  were  indicted  in  I'lymouth  Colony 
as  Baptists.''  [Bayliss  :i.  211. J  Alarried  at  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  Xov.  18,  1640,  to  Alary    [name 

not  known],  who  died  Sept.  2,  1684.  Eight  chil- 
dren. 

Second  generation.  Samuel  Buell,  first  child 
of  William  Buell,  born  at  Windsor.  Conn.,  Sept. 
2,  1641,  removed  to  Killingworth,  CV>nn.,  1664, 
where  he  died  July  11,  1720.  Alarried  at  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  Xov.  13  or  18,  1662,  to  Deborah  Gris- 
wold, daughter  of  Edward  Griswold,  who  came 
from  Englaiul  in  1639,  anil  settled  at  Windsor. 
Twelve  children. 

Third  generation.    Deacon  John  Buell,  of  Kil- 
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lingW'irUi.  Conn.,  filih  child  oi  Sair.ui'l  lUicIl,  born  | 
I'Vb  17,  I'lji,  removed  to  l.clianon,  Lonn.,  1095, 
and  in  17JI  was  pioiioor  to  Litclilkld,  Conn.,  wlicrc 
ho  died  April  9,  174O.  -Married  at  Windsor,  Conn., 
Xov.  JO,  .1095.  to  Mary  Loonii>.  'J'hirteen  chil- 
dren, in  the  West  JUuyini;-  Liroinid.  at  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  this  in>criptu.in  appears  on  an  old 
gravestone:  ""Jlere  r.e>  the  budy  oi  Mr<.  Mary, 
wife  vi  Deacon  Jiihn  Huell.  Slie  died  Xove.  4, 
l/CiS,  aged  yo,  liaviny  had  13  chddren  ;  101  grand- 
ciiildren;  274  greai-grandcluldren ;  and  22  great- 
great-grandchiluren.     330  Mirvi\ed  her.  " 

Fourth   gci!ii\ition.     John   Duell.  uf  Lebanon, 
Conn.,  sccontl  child  of  Ji'hn  iUiell,  nf  Killing-worth, 
born  Feb.   i,  if  <()(),  died  at  Lebamin   [no  datej 
^Married  at  Lebanon  Mav  ly,  i7-'6,  to  Freedom 
Strong.    Xine  cliildren. 

Filth  generation.  Abraham  Enell,  fourth  child 
of  John  iJuell,  born  at  Lebanon.  Felx  ly,  1734;  re- 
moved to  Litchtield.  Coini.,  thence  to  (.iroton,  Conn. 
(X.  H.  ?),  1773.  where  he  died  about  1S15.  3ilar- 
ried  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  to  Sarah  Stone,  Alay  20, 
1759.    Xine  children. 

Si.\.'t/i  generation .  Ezra  Buell,  fifth  child  of 
Abraham  Buell,  born  at  Litchfield,  Sept.  18,  1769, 
went  with  his  father  to  Groton,  X.  H.,  in  1773. 
Resided  in  Hanover,  X.  H.,  i7yo  to  iSoo;  removed 
to  Kinsman.  Ohio,  iSio;  afterward  removed  to 
Hartstown,  Penn.,  where  he  died  X'ov.  16,  1S65. 
He  was  a  teacher  most  of  the  time  for  sixty  years, 
teaching  the  first  school  where  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege now  stands ;  voted  at  every  Presidential  elec- 
tion from  Washington's  second  term  to  Lincoln's 
second  term.  He  was  married  at  Decrfield,  X.  H., 
1794,  to  Dorothy  Sanborn,  of  Dcerfield.  Four 
children. 

Sez'enth  goieration.  Theodate  ]5uell,  born  at 
Groton.  X.  H.,  [May  29.  1801.  She  removed  to 
Xorth  Shenango.  Penn..  and  then  married  Andrew 
Linn,  Feb.  5,  1S18. 

Eighth  generation.  Dr.  Ezra  Buell  Linn,  third 
child  of  Theodate  Buell-Linn,  born  Xov.  6,  1822, 
at  Espyville.  Pennsylvania. 

Ninth  generation.  E.  C.  Linn,  third  child  of 
Dr.  E.  E.  Linn,  Ijorn  ^lay  29,  1861. 

GEX.  JA^IES  H.  JAR^L\X,  special  agent  for 
the  Connecticut  ?\Iutual  Insurance  Co.,  of  Hartford, 
is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  June  18,  1849,  in 
X^ew  PLiven,  and  is  descended  from  stalwart  Xew 
England  ancestry. 

William  S.  Jarman,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, married  }iliss  Eliza  El  ford,  of  London,  Eng- 
land. He  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  X"ew  Haven, 
Conn.,  a  deacon  in  the  X'orth  Congregational 
Church,  and  a  school  teacher  by  profession,  liv- 
ing to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

\\"illiam  S.  Jarman,  father  of  the  General,  was 
born  in  X'ew  Haven,  Conn.,  received  his  educa- 
tion in  X"^ew  Haven,  and  commenced  mercantile 
business  as  a  clerk,  in  course  of  time  establish- 
ing the  "Bee  Hive"  Dry  Goods  Store  in  X'ew  Haven, 


Lonn.,  which  he  conducteil  with  success  for  many 
years,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy.  Lie  married 
(for  his  second  wife)  luiima  !M.  Morrell,  anti  by 
her  had  six  children,  onl\-  twci  of  whom  are  uvnv 
living:  William  S.  (in  Burnside,  Conn.)  and  James 
H.  riie  motb.er  was  called  from  eartli  in  1852, 
when  our  suliject  was  a  small  boy.  The  latter 
received  a  liberal  education  at  the  public  and  private 
schools  of  his  native  State,  and  was  prepared  for 
college,  intending  to  enter  Yale,  but  circumstances 
prevented  and  he  entered  a  fire-insurance  office  in 
Xew  Haven.  In  1870  he  connnenced  a  clerkship 
in  the  office  of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Co.  in  Hartford,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained, for  years  having  had  charge  of  the  "Xew^ 
Business"  department.  Jn  1885  he  was  appointed 
special  agent,  and  has  written  up  an  excellent  line 
of  business.  He  is  a  director  of  the  International 
Power  \  ehicle  Co.,  of  X'ew  York. 

Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  served  in  various  offices  of  trust,  such  as  coun- 
cilman (1895)  from  the  old  Second  ward:  on  the 
school  board  two  terms  of  three  years  each,  and 
president  . of  same  three  years.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  South  Congregational  Church,  and  was  presi- 
dent (1898-99J  of  the  Y'onng  People's  Association 
of  that  society.  Fie  is  on  the  board  of  managers 
of  the  Y.  ]M.  C.  A.,  and  member  of  the  State  com- 
mittee of  same.  He  is  also  on  the  board  of  man- 
agers of  the  Hartford  Free  Dispensary.  While  in 
Xew  Haven  he  joined  the  militia,  serving  in  the 
Xew  Haven  Grays,  but  on  account  of  removal  was 
discharged.  In  1879,  after  coming  to  Hartford,  he 
assisted  Col.  Charles  E.  Thompson  in  the  formation 
of  Company  K,  1st  Regiment,  Conn.  X.  G.,  of 
which  compan_\-  he  was  made  sergeant,  declining  a 
lieutenancy;  his  nfilitary  record  since  then  is  as 
follows:  Second  Lieutenant,  Feb.  19,  1883;  First 
Lieutenant  April  29,  18S6:  ?\Iajor  and  Brigade  I. 
R.  P.,  Conn.  X.  G.,  July  3,  1888;  resigned,  ^lay 
12,  1890;  Paymaster-General  for  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, Jan.  9,  1895,  on  the  staft'  of  Gov.  Coffin. 

In  fraternal  affiliations  Gen.  Jarman  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  St.  John's  Lodge,  X''o.  4, 
and  was  secretary  of  Washington  Lodge,  Windsor, 
two  years ;  is  a  member  of  Wolcott  Council.  Xo. 
I,  R.  &  S.  ]M.;  Pythagoras  Chapter,  Xo.  17,  R. 
A.  IM. ;  Washington  Commandery  Xo.  i,  K.  T. 
(being  now  past  commander  j  ;  Sphin.x  Temple,  A. 
A.  O.  X.,  ]\lystic  Shrine,  of  whicli  he  was  one  of 
the  organizers,  and  is  second  officer;  is  also  T.  P. 
Grand  blaster  of  Charter  Oak  Lodge  of  Perfection, 
Scottish  Rite;  an  officer  of  Hartford  Council, 
Princes  of  Jerusalem;  and  is  a  thirt}--5econd  degree 
Freemason.  The  General  is  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Hartford  City  Guard ;  charter  member  of  the 
Republican  Club  of  Hartford;  charter  member  of 
the  Twentieth  Century  Club ;  member  of  the  Hart- 
ford Masonic  Club;  charter  member  of  the  Hart- 
ford Golf  Club;  and  member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Woodmont  Golf  Club. 
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Jn  1871  Gen.  Jarnian  was  iiiarriod  to  Harriet 
L".  t."hii)nian.  «.>t  .\c\v  ilavcn,  dauLrliter  of  \\  illiain 
Cliipinan,  a  contractor  and  '.niiUUr  of  that  cii\. 
and  they  ha\o  had  four  chihh'en,  one  of  whom. 
Francis  Townscnd  Jarnian,  ihed  in  infancy,  and 
lliree  are  living- as  follows;  l-'lorence  I'.ieanor;  FAlith 
iledi^os,  wife  of  Clarence  Ward  llaich,  secretary 
oi  the  International  Tower  \  ehiclc  Co.,  of  Xew 
York  ;  and  Frederick  Townscnd,  who  was  educated 
iit  public  and  high  school,  of  which  latter  ho  is  a 
graduate,  and  is  now  attending  Yale  College,  class 
of  1902,  being  in  the  Shet'tield  Scientific  Depart- 
ment. iNIrs.  jarnian  is  a  descendant  of  Capt.  Xa- 
ihaniel  Turner,  of  the  Xew  Haven  Colony,  who 
was  one  of  the  twelve  "chosen  for  foundation  work 
-of  the  church"  in  1G39,  and  ■"Captaine"  in  1640. 
Gen.  Jarnian  is  a  grand-nephew  vi  Thomas  Jar- 
jnan,  author  of  the  celebrated  law  work  entitled 
'■Jarnian  on  Wills/'  which  holds  an  honored  place 
in  law  libraries. 

'  PETER  DONAHUE,  who  died  at  his  home  in 
Hartford,  ]\Iarch  i,  1900,  was  born  in  County  An- 
trim, Ireland,  June  22,  1842.  For  more  than  forty 
vears  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in 
Hartford,  where  he  was  much  esteemed  for  his  ster 
Jing  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  Fie  first  estab- 
lished a  store  at  Xo.  232  Front  street,  and  in  1893 
removed  to  X'o.  307  Park  street,  the  business  being 
-conducted  there  until  his  death.  !Mr.  Donahue  was 
active  politically  in  Flartford,  representing  the  old 
Sixth  ward  as  councilman  for  two  terms.  He  was  a 
man  of  large  charit}-,  and  many  a  poor  family  will 
miss  him.  Fie  belonged  to  several  fraternal  organ- 
izations, including  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hiber- 
jiians ;  Charter  Oak  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus : 
and  the  Emerald  Society,  and  he  was  a  devout  and 
consistent  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception.  He  had  five  sisters  living  in  this  coun- 
try: yirs.  Bernard  ^IcCaffrey  and  Mrs.  John  Gib- 
bins,  of  Flartford;  r^Irs.  INIary  Atchison,  of  South 
Dakota;  ^Irs.  John  Trainor,  of  ]\Ioodus ;  and  2^Irs.  1 
James  Carr,  of  Xaugatuck. 

In  October,  187S,  l\lv.  Donaliue  was  married 
in  Hartford  to  Miss  Nora  O'X'eil,  who  survives 
Fim.  They  had  three  children :  John,  aged  twenty 
years,  who  succeeded  his  father  in  business ;  [Mar- 
garet, aged  eighteen ;  and  Stephen,  aged  sixteen. 

HERBERT  CALVIN  PARSOXS,  proprietor 
of  ''Parsons  Tlieater,"  Hartford,  is  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, born  X'ov.  4,  1854,  in  East  ^^'indsor,  a  son 
of  Calvin  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Chapman)  Parsons. 

Calvin  G.  Parsons  v.-as  born  in  East  Windsor, 
Conn.,  in  1825,  and  died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican, 
and  for  many  years  was  first  selectman  in  ^Vind5or ; 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  an  enroll- 
ing officer,  having  the  enlisting  of  men  for  the  Union 
army,  and  altogether  was  a  prominent  rnan,  taking 
an  active  part  in  all  tlie  affairs  of  his  day  and  time. 


He  married  Elizabeth  Chapman,  born  in  lillingtoa, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Jabez  Chapman,  also  of  El- 
lington iKUi\ity,  where  he  passed  his  entire  life,  a 
I'Mig  one,  in  agricultural  pursuits.  To  Calvin  G. 
and  J^Iizabeth  I'arsons  were  born  four  children, 
three  of  whoui  are  yet  living:  Hattie,  wife  of  Henry 
rscluinimie,  residing  in  Broadbrook.  Hartford 
county;  Carrie,  wife  of  George  Crane,  superintend- 
ent of  a  mill  in  Glastonbury;  and  Herbert  C,  our 
subject.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church. 

Herbert  C.  Parsons  received  his  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  East  Windsor,  and  passed 
his  early  manhood  in  farming  in  that  town  wh.ere 
for  five  years  lie  was  collector  of  ta.xes.  He  has  had 
an  extensive  and  varied  experience.  In  1872  he 
started  from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  as  an  assistant  to 
George  FI.  Decostio;  next  accepted  a  position  as  ad- 
vance agent  for  Dan  Rice's  "T^aris  Pavilion"  Circus, 
which  he  filled  with  llattering  success.  Some  two 
years  later  he  purchased  the  "Broad  Brook  Hotel,'' 
and  in  1893  we  find  him  in  Bridgeport,  a  partner  to 
C.  L.  Davis,  in  the  Alvin  Joslyn  show,  wliich  he 
later  disposed  of  to  become  part  owner  of  the  Park 
City  Theater,  in  that  city,  and  in  1S96  he  built  and 
opened  his  theater  in  Hartford.  It  is  beautifully 
decorated  and  elegantly  furnished,  and  is  th.rough- 
cut  a  thoroughly  modern  playhouse,  tlie  equal  of 
those  in  the  larger  cities,  and  the  public  has  shov."ii 
its  appreciation  by  a  very  liberal  patronage. 

X'ot  only  is  ^Ir.  Parsons  a  thorough  business 
man,  but  he  is  possessed  of  fine  social  qualities,  and 
is  a  member  of  a  number  of  fraternal  organizations, 
having  passed  through  the  various  degrees  of  !Ma- 
sonry.  He  is  a  member  of  Oriental  Lodge,  No. 
Ill,  Adoniram  Chapter,  Rockville  Council,  Wash- 
ington Commandery,  and  Pyramid  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine ;  of  the  Hartford  lodge  of  Elks ;  and 
of  Elm  Court,  Foresters,  of  Broad  Brook.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  always  been  a  Republican.  ]\Ir.  Par- 
sons married  Carrie  G.  Simpson,  daughter  of 
Harvey  and  Mirah  Simpson,  of  Portland,  Conn. ; 
they  have  one  daughter,  !Maud  ^L,  born  in  1880. 

HENRY  C.  JUDD,  senior  member  of  H.  C. 
Judd  &  Root,  wool  merchants,  Hartford,  was  born 
of  gr)od  old  English  stock,  April  12,  1827,  in  Xorth- 
ampton,  Mass.,  but  has  resided  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Thomas  Judd,  the  first  ancestor  of  the  family 
in  America,  came  from  England  in  1633  or  1634, 
and  settled  in  Cambridge,  r\Iass.,  later,  in  1636,  be-' 
coming  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Hartford,  lo- 
cating next  to  tlie  Wyllys  lot,  which  was  dis- 
tinguished l)v  the  fact  that  upon  it  once  stood  the 
celebrated  Charter  Oak.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  I-'armington,  \\'here  he  removed  in  1644; 
he  was  a  member  of  the  General  Court,  this  body 
then  being  known  as  the  House  of  Deputies,  and 
served  from  1648  at  different  times  up  to  1679 — 
seventeen  terms  in  all.    He  was   a   member  or 
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riinias  Hooker's  clnircli,  one  of  its  sovon  pillars 
at  its  organization,  and  was  a  deacon  of  this  chnrch. 
He  was  one  of  tlic  orit;inal  proprietors  of  the  town 
of  Farniington,  wliich  inolndod  some  five  or  six 
towns,  thence  removed  to  Xorihampton,  Mass.. 
where  he  was  a  selectman  and  held  other  offices  of 
trust.  He  died  Nov.  u,  1688,  at  tlie  age  of  about 
<:iglity  years. 

Jonathan  Judd,  great-grand fatlicr  of  Henry  C 
was  born  in  the  town  of  -Middletown,  Conn.,  a  son 
of  Benjamin  J.  Judd,  who  was  tlie  fourth  son  of 
Deacon  Thomas  Judd.  wlio  hved  at  Lexington. 
Jonathan  Judd  liad  his  Iiome  for  a  time  in  Glaston- 
bury, whence  he  removed,  in  1710,  to  Middletown, 
and  there  died  Aug.  28,  i7-'5,  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-seven  years. 

Solomon  Judd.  son.  of  Jonathan,  and  the  grand- 
father of  Henry  C,  was  born  in  Coventry,  Conn., 
Sept.  21,  1758,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  died  in  South  CoVcntry,  April 
21,  1851,  aged  ninety-two  years.  By  his  wife  Anna 
('Carpenter),  who  died  Jan.  29.  18.17,  had  six 
children. 

John  F.  Judd,  son  of  Solomon  and  Anna  Judd, 
and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  Sept.  6, 
1798,  in  South  Coventry,  Conn.,  and  for  some  years 
ip.ade  his  home  in  Xorthampton,  ]\Iass.,  removing 
finally  to  Hartford,  wliere  he  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  vears.  In  1850 
he  embarked  in  the  wool  business,  and  followed 
same  successfully  un.til  his  death.  He  was  an  in- 
lluential  member  of  the  ^I.  E.  Church,  and  one  of  its 
trustees ;  was  a  director  of  several  public  institu- 
tions, and  altogether  was  a  very  prominent  man. 
Mr.  Judd  married  Olive  Fuller,  who  was  born  in 
A\'indham,  Conn.,  and  six  cb.ildren  came  to  their 
imion,  two  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Henry  C. ;  and 
Edwin  D.,  a  retired  army  officer  residing  in  Hart- 
ford. The  mother  of  these  passed  away  in  1851,  at 
the  age  of  forty-eight  years. 

Henry  C.  Judd,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  part  at  the  com- 
mon and  high  schools,  in  part  at  a  private  school, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  began  business  with 
Ills  father,  becoming  a  partner  in  tlie  concern,  and 
he  is  now  the  oldest  wool  merchant  in  Hartford. 
At  diiTercnt  times  he  has  had  five  partners,  and  the 
present  house  of  FI.  C.  Judd  &  Root  is  not  only 
one. of  the  oldest  in  the  United  States,  but  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  wool  trade.  The  firm  buys  wool 
all  over  the  United  States,  importing  largely  from 
foreign  countries,  and  as  'Mr.  Judd  has  traveled  ex- 
tensively in  the  interests  of  the  business,  he  is  known 
by  every  large  owner  of  sheep  throughout  the  Union. 
The  present  firm  consists  of  Henry  C.  Judd,  Jndson 
H.  Root,  Edwin  D.  Judd.  Tames  H.  Bidwell  and 
Edwin  Y.  Judd.  In  1883  'they  built  the  Judd  & 
Root  block,  corner  of  Higli  and  All\-n  streets,  in 
Hartford,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  city,  it  being 
140x100  feet,  six  stories  high. 

On  Sept.  6,  1853,  Henry  C.  Judd  was  united  in 


marriage  with  ^larv  P.  Young,  a  native  of  Jewett 
C  Uy,  Conn.,  and  six  children  have  graced  iheir 
union,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  (i)  Edwiu 
Y..  a  member  of  the  firm;  (2)  Emma,  wife  of  W'ill- 
I  iam  H.  Demiug,  of  the  Connecticut  Jvluttial  Life 
:  Insurance  Co.;  (3)  Jennie  B.,  wife  of  Leonard  D. 

I'isk,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere;  (4) 
i  Fred  E.,  who  married  a  ^Nliss  Roberts,  of  Hart- 
I  ford,  and  is  now  living  in  Pendleton,  Oregon.  The 
\  family  attend  the  services  of  the  Park  Congrega- 
i  tional  Church;  in  politics  Air.  Judd  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  a  director  in  the  Hartford  National  Bank, 
the  National  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  Hartford,  the 
-Etna  Nut  Co.,  of  Southington,  Conn.,  and  Landers, 
Frary  &  Clark,  of  New  Britain,  Conn,  while  for 
!  some  years  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  West  Hart- 
ford School  Board. 

The  home  of  the  family  is  one  of  the  very  finest 
and  most  luxurious  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  fur- 
I  nishcd  as  it  is  in  the  most  elegant  manner,  wherein 
j  comfort,  refinement  and  artistic  taste  are  the  )ic  plus 
I  ultra.    In  the  music  room  stands  a  fine  pipe  organ, 
j  run  by  a  water  motor,  and  here  the  eldest  son,  who 
j  is  an  organist  of  no  mean  merit,  finds  solace  and 
recreation  of  the  most  soul-inspiring  kind,  x^round 
the  walls  of  this  room  are  numerous  electric  ligliis, 
that  produce  variegated  hues,  at  the  the  wdl  of  the 
;  performer  at  the  organ,  without  leaving  the  key- 
I  board,  presenting  in  its  entirety  the  suggestion  of 
;  oriental  inspiration.    The  furniture  of  some  of  the 
i  rooms  is  hand-carved,  and  of  rare  design,  dating 
back  to  the  sixteenth  century.    Throughout  llie  en- 
tire residence  there  are  evidences  of  the  refined 
'  taste  of  the  owner,  and  the  handiwork  of  master 
artists.    Both  iNIr.  and  ]Mrs.  Judd  are  most  genial, 
'  hospitable  people,  ever  ready   to    welcome  their 
friends. 

i       JOHN  F.  WIIAPLES,  of  the  firm  of  J.  ¥. 
■  W'haples  &  Son,  contractors  and  builders,  No.  2 
'  Olmsted  street,  East  Hartford,  Hartford  county, 
Connecticut. 

JOHN  C.  WEBSTER,  who  for  nearlv  forty 
;  vears  has  been  most  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  insurance  circles,  twenty  years  of  which  period 
he  served  as  vice-president  of  the  ^-Etna  Life  In- 
surance Co.,  of  Hartford,  and  who  at  this  writing 
;  is  the  company's  general  agent  in  New  York  City, 

was  born  ^Vlay  24,  1839.  at  Kingfield,  Afaine. 
I       Mr.  Webster  received  a  thorough  English  edu- 
i  cation,  completing  tlie  course  at  the  Concord  (N. 
i  H.)  high  school.    He  learned  the  printer's  trade  at 
I  Concord,  and  before  he  was  twenty-one  vcas  at  the 
\  head  of  one  of  the  largest  newspaper  offices  in  that 
cit\'.    In  the  spring  of  1864  he  became  identified 
with  the  business  of  life  insurance,  becoming  the 
general  agent  of  the  .Etna  Life  for  the  States  of 
New  Hampshire  and  A'ermont.     In  tliat  posicioti 
j  from  the  very  start  he  sliDwed  marked  adantation 
for  tb.e  business,  and  advanced  rapidly.     He  re- 
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ccivcd  the  ap]iointniout.  in  1873,  oi  >upcriiUi.MiWonL  i 
of  agcncios  lor  ihc  -litna.  and  removed  to  Hart- 
ford, Conn.     Jn  Jnly,  187*),  he  was  elected  vice- 
president,  a  pi>sition  lie  occnpied  in  the  nio^t  etii-  [ 
cienl  and  able  manner.      I'or    lilteen    vears  Mr. 
W  ebster  edited  "The  .ICtna,"  a  jonrnal  devnied  ex- 
clusively to  the  interests  of  the  -T-tna  Lite,  pnb- 
lished  quarterly.    His  wriiiuijs    have  commanded 
wide  attention  in  insurance  cn-cle?,  L^ivinj;  the  [)a- 
pcr  antl  comixmv  a  standing  that  could  have  been 
attained  in  no  other  way.    Mr.  Webster  ory:ani7.cd  ' 
th.e  accident   tlepartment  of  the  ."Etna  Hite,  and  ; 
continuetl  in  cliari;e  of  it  uiuil  liis  retirement  from  \ 
the  vice-presidency,  in   iS^/).     IJe  also  oryamzed 
the  .-Etna  Indemnity  Co.,  and  was  its  first  president.  I 
He  served  seventeen  years  as  trustee  of  the  Hart-  1 
ford  Trust  Co.  j 

]Mr.  \\'ebster  was  one  of  th.e  founders  of  the 
Hartford  County  Horticultural  Societ}-,  and  was  its  i 
first  president.    This  society  v^as  sul)sequently  in- 
corporated bv  the  Legislature  as  the  Connecticut  ; 
Horticultural  Society.    Mr.  Webster,  in  his  political  I 
views,  is  a  Republican.    While  he  has  steadily  de-  j 
clincd  public  office  and  position,  he  regards  pniblic  [ 
affairs  with  great  interest,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
patriotic  and  public-spirited  of  citizens.     He  has 
done  a  great  deal  toward  the  development  and  pros- 
perity of  that  section  of  the  town  of  West  Hart- 
ford where  he  resides. 

Mr.  Webster  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  who  was  ]\Iiss  Sarah  IJ.  Xorton,  of  Kingfield, 
Maine,  died  in  1S6S;  by  this  marriage  he  had  one 
child,  a  son,  who  died  in  infancy.  His  second 
wife,  who  was  ]\lrs.  ^lary  E.  L.  Abbott,  of  Con- 
cord, X.  H.,  is  still  living. 

HON.   GEORGE    RAYXE    ^IcLEAX,    for  | 
years  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Sperry  &  ^Ic-  ' 
Lean,   of   Hartford,   and   now  Governor  of  Con- 
necticut, comes  of  I^uritan  stock. 

Born  Oct.  7,  1857,  in  the  town  of  Simsbury, 
son  of  Dudlc}-  Bestor  and  Mary  (Payne)  [McLean, 
the  Governor  on  his  mother's  side  is  descended 
from  Gov.  Bradford,  who  came  to  X'ew  England 
in  the  "'r^Iayflower,"  and  on  his  father's  side  from 
the  ancient  and  illustrious  Loomis  family,  who  for 
generations  lived  in  what  is  now  Tolland  county, 
which  section  was  for  years  the  home  of  the  earlier 
McLeans,  and  in  whose  history  a  number  figured 
prominently.  Prom  the  ]\IcLea!is,  of  that  part  of 
the  old  town  of  Boston  more  recently  \'ernon. 
Gov.  ]\IcLean  is  in  the  fifth  generation  from  Allen 
IMcLcan,  who,  in  1744,  married  Alary  Loomis.  the 
line  of  his  descent  being  through  Capt.  Alexander, 
Rev.  Allen  and  Dudley  Bestor  !McLean. 

(H)  Capt.  Alexander  ?^IcLean,  son  of  Allen, 
born  1747,  married,  in  1768,  Joanna  Smith,  and 
died  in  1806. 

(HI)  Rev.  Allen  [McLean,  born  June  20,  1781, 
in  what  is  now  the  town  of  \'ernon.  Conn.,  mar- 
ried (first),  June  21,  1810,  Sarah  Pratt,  who  died 
in  1831,  and  (second),  in  1833,  ^vcddcd  Xancy  Mor- 


gan, who  died  in  1800.  Rev.  .McLi.an,  according 
to  his  own  statement,  was  reared  by  good  Christian 
parents,  rigid  in  morals  and  discipline.  He  was 
graduated  fro:n  Vale  College  in  1805,  and  after  one 
year  jiassed  in  di\inity  study  in  Xew  Haven  he 
lurlhereil  his  studies  in  that  line  in  the  family  of 
Rev.  Hooker,  in  Goshen.  He  was  ordained  and  set- 
tled as  pastor  over  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Simsbury,  and  remained  in  such  relations  over  fifty 
years,  tluring  the  last  eleven  of  which  he  was  totally 
blind,  l:uit  ever  resigned  and  cheerful.  In  is  the- 
ology he  was  in  harmony  w  ith  Dwiglit  and  Edwards 
and  the  Holy  Scriptures,  always  honest  and  straight- 
forward in  his  religious  opinions.  Pie  was  a  strong 
advocate  of  tcmjx-rance.  He  died  in  1861,  greatly 
beloved  by  the  people  he  had  served  so  long. 

Dudley  P..  .AicLean,  son  of  Rev.  Allen,  antl  the 
father  of  Gov.  [\lcLean.  burn  Eeb.  12,  1821,  mar- 
ried Sept.  16.  184^),  Mary  Payne.  Mr.  .McLean 
was  a  man  of  intelligence  and  worth  iii  .Simsbury, 
where  he  was  by  occupation  a  farmer. 

George  Payne  McLean,  the  stibject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  on  a  farm,  worked  in  the  farming 
season,  and  attended  the  district  school  in  the 
winters.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the  Hart- 
ford Public  High  School,  in  his  Junior  year  was 
chosen  editor  of  the  school  paper,  and,  in  his  Senior 
year,  as  class  orator.  He  was  graduated  in  1877, 
and  then  began  the  work  of  life  as  a  reporter  on 
The  Hartford  Post.  In  1879  he  left  journalism  and 
entered  a#  a  student  the  law  office  of  tl^e  late  Hon. 
Henry  C.  Robinson,  of  Hartford,  and  while  studying 
law  continued  to  support  himself  bv  keeping  books 
for  Trinity  College.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  1SS2.  and  commenced  practice  in  Hartford,  where 
he  has  since  continued.  In  one  sense  he  has  re- 
tained his  identitv  with  Simsbtiry,  and  represented 
that  town  in  the  General  Asscmblv  of  Connecticut 
in  the  sessions  of  1S83  and  18S4,  and  was  State 
senator  from  his  district  in  i885.  As  a  legislator 
his  fidelity  and  ability  made  him  prominent  and  in- 
fluential. He  was  especially  active  in  his  advocacy 
of  the  bill  creating  the  Board  of  Pardons,  and  of 
what  was  known  as  the  "Short  Haul  bill."  Mr. 
Robinson,  in  whose  office  [Mr.  McLean  had  remained 
as  a  practitioner  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar, 
was  the  chief  attorney  for  the  railroad  corporations 
in  the  sharp  contest  which  they  made  against  the 
passage  of  that  bill :  but  [Mr.  ]\IcLean  believed  the 
bill  to  be  right  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
and  so  he  favored  it.  The  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  the  session  of  1884  was  that 
able  and  high-minded  citizen  of  New  Haven,  Hon. 
Plenrv  B.  Harrison,  who,  when  he  became  governor 
in  18S7,  remembered  so  well  the  fine  quality  of  [Mr. 
AlcLean's  legislative  work  that  he  appointed  him, 
although  then  only  twein\  -nine  vears  old.  a  memiier 
of  the  Commission  to  perform  the  delicate  and  im- 
portant dutv  of  revi-ing  the  Statutes  of  th:  State, 
his  associates  on  the  Commission  being  Judges  James 
A.  Hovev,  Augustus  H.  Penn,  and  R.  Jay  Walsh. 
He  was  nominated  for  Secretary  of  State  in  1890, 
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the  election  for  State  otliccrs  that  year  resulting'  in 
wliat  is  known  as  the  "Mead-lock."  In  i8yj  upon  rec- 
oniniendation  of  the  entire  Connecticut  Congress- 
sional  delegalieni,  I'residcnt  Harrison  aiii)ointed  iiini 
United  Stales  Attorney  lor  the  District  of  Connecti- 
cut. He  hlled  that  office  fuur  years,  and  filled  it  so 
well  that  he  won  for  the  _L;'overniiieiit  every  criminal 
case  that  was  tried,  aiul  every  civil  case  for  the  State 
Comptroller  four  years,  and  for  the  State  Treas- 
urer two  years. 

At  the  State  Kepubiican  Coineiuion  h-^ld  at 
Xew  Haven  on  Sept.  o,  lyoo,  -Mr.  McLean  was 
made  the  nominee  of  that  party  for  Governor  of 
Connecticut,  by  i)cing'  placed  in  nomination  b_\  the 
distinguished  lawyer  and  orator.  Hon.  Joseph  L. 
Barbour,  of  Hartford.  In  the  election  which  fol- 
lowed in  November,  ]Mr.  iNlcLean  was  elected  by 
something"  like  11,000  majority,  and  was  inaugur- 
ated Governor  of  Connecticut  Jan.  9,  1901. 

"To  ^Ir.  r^IcLean  for  his  tact,  forbearance,  court- 
esy and  gentlemanlv  bearing  all  through  the  un- 
comfortable days  of  a  t-rying  campaign  much  credit 
is  due.  His  course  tinder  the  hre  directed  upon 
him  commanded  respect,  and  made  for  him  friends. 
His  administration  will  be  brilliant  and  a  credit  to 
the  State  as  well  as  to  himself." 

Gov.  jNIcLean's  lirst  message  is  considered  as  al- 
together out  of  the  ordinary — a  brilliant  Stale  j^aper. 
one  in  which  there  is  not  a  dull  or  superfluous  word, 
while  it  is  full  of  ideas.  In  it  he  has  said  what  he 
thinks,  and  lias  dodged  nothing.  The  sources  of  its 
real  strength  are  courage,  wisdom  and  foresight. 
It  is  a  paper  that  will  mark,  not  to  say  make,  an 
epoch  in  Connecticut  history.  Gov.  ^McLean's  ver- 
satilitv  of  gifts  as  an  orator  has  often  been  illus- 
trated before  critical  audiences,  and  on  more  than 
one  occasion  he  has  received  distinguished  compli- 
ments from  eminent  sources,  of  which  he  would  be 
justified  in  feeling  proud. 

LIEUT.-GOV.  GEORGE  GRISWOLD  SILL, 
well  and  favorably  known,  not  only  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  Hartford  county,  but  largely 
throughout  the  State  of  Connecticut  and  adjoining 
States,  comes  of  an  honored  and  honorable  Xew 
England  family,  of  English  descent.  He  is  a  de- 
scendant in  the  seventh  generation  from  John  Sill, 
his  line  beng  through  Capt.  Joseph,  Joseph,  John 
(2),  John  (3),  and  Henry 

(I)  John  Sill  about  the  year  1637  emigrated 
from  Lyme,  England,  to  Cambridge,  Mass.  (  II ) 
Capt.  Joseph,  of  Lyme,  after  1675.  (Ill)  Joseph 
(2).  (IV)  John  (2).  (Y)  John  (3),  son  of  John 
(2),  born  at  Silltown  (Lyme),  Conn.,  in  174-^, 
married  (first)  Mary  Anderson,  of  Windsor:  m.ar- 
ricd  (second)  in  1785  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George 
Griswoid,  of  Lyme.  John  Sill  (3)  settled  in  Wind- 
sor about  1775.  and  died  there  in  1827. 

(VI)  Henry  Sill  (father  of  our  subject),  son 
of  John  (3).  born  Aug.  25,  1786,  in  Windsor, 
married  in  May,  1809,  Almeda  Marshall,  of  Wind- 


sor, and  their  children  were:  (i)  Hei}ry  G.,  born 
in  1810,  died  in  1835;  (2)  Eliza  A.,  born  in  1814, 
died  in  1859:  (3)  Jtjhn  M.,  born  in  i8iO,  died  in 
1834;  (4)  Juha,  born  in  1819,  marrictl  Samuel 
Matiier,  and  dicii  in  1885;  (5)  William  R.,  born  in 
1822.  married  Mary  G.  Edgar,  and  fs  a  prominent 
man  at  LtuCrosse,  \Vis.,  a  civil  engineer  of  note ;  i^Oj 
Emily,  born  in  1S24,  married  E.  S.  Alford,  ox 
Wimlsor,  and  died  in  1805;  (7)  iNIary  A., 
born  in  1S27,  married  O.  R.  Holcomb,  of 
Windsor;  (8)  George  Griswoid,  our  subject,  was 
born  Oct.  20,  1829;  and  (9)  Jane  H.,  born  in  1833, 
died  in  1859.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a  life- 
lung  farmer,  also  followed  surveying;  he  was  a  lay 
judge  of  the  probate  court,  a  man  of  prominence 
in  ^\'indsor,  and  held  all  the  offices  of  the  town;  set- 
tled a  large  number  of  estates,  and  transacted  a 
great  deal  of  legal  business.  He  died  July  21,  1870, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  highly  respected  and 
greatly  esteemed  bv  all.  His  wife  was  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Capt.  Samuel  Marshall,  who  was  killed 
in  a 'fight  with  the  Narragansett  Indians  in  1675. 
Sh.e  was  called  from  eartli  in  October,  185S,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two,  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

George  G.  Sill,  of  whom  we  write,  was  educat- 
ed at  Ellington  Academy,  and  prepared  for  college 
by  private  tuition;  graduated  in  1S52  from  Yale 
College  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. ;  attended  lectures 
for  a  year  in  Yale  Law  School,  and  afterward  be- 
came a  student  in  the  law  oftice  of  the  late  Gov. 
Richard  D.  Hubbard,  at  Hartford.  In  1854  he  \vas 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  has  since  continued  in  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession.  P^or  over  forty 
}  ears  he  has  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  Bench 
and  Bar,  and  for  more  than  half  a  century  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  court,  social  and  political  alt'airs 
of  the  county.  For  forty  odd  years  he  has  been 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  for  many  years  a  prosecuting 
grand  juror,  and  a  side  judge  of  the  Hartford  City 
Court,  while  from  1S71  to  1S73  he  was  recorder,  or 
judge,  of  the  same  court.  Among  the  manv  cases 
that  have  been  tried  by  him  none,  perhaps,  is  of 
more  general  interest  than  the  celebrated  "Fox 
will"  case. 

During  the  Civil  war  'Sir.  Sill  was  especially 
active  in  the  Union  cause,  and  it  was  in  his  office 
that  the  iirst  company  of  Connecticut  volunteers  was 
formed.  Until  1872  he  had  been  an  active  and 
prominent  Repuljlican.  but  in  that  year,  under  the 
leadership  of  Horace  Greeley,  he  became  a  liberal 
Republican,  believing  that  a  more  conciliatory  policv 
should  be  pursued  toward  the  Southern  States.  In 
1872  he  voted  for  Greeley.  He  has  been  a  delegate 
to  a'  number  of  county  conventions,  and  has  de- 
livered many  platform  addresses,  being  noted  for 
his  success  as  a  public  speaker. 

In  1873  Mr.  .'^ill  was  nominated  for  lieutenant- 
governor  on  the  ticket  headed  by  Charles  R.  Inger- 
soll,  of  Xew  IL-'.vcn.  and  was  elected  bv  a  hand- 
some majority;  in  1874-75-76  he  was  re-elected  to 
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{lie  .saim-  oCticc.  In  l88_'  lie  was  oloi-tod  to  the  (Gen- 
eral Assenilily  as  reprosentatiw  ivom  llartford.  and 
was  tlie  1  )eiiU)cratic  nominee  for  Speaker  of  the 
lloi'iSr.  hi  Mareh.  iSSS,  he  was  nominated,  by 
rresiilenl  I  leveland.  as  L'niled  Stales  ihstriet  attor- 
ney for  the  J)istriet  nf  I'eunectieut.  and  liis  ai)point- 
n:cnt  was  enntirnied  hy  the  Senate.  In  185*)  he  was 
a  nieniber  of  the  J-"renioiit  l  luh  :  in  iSOo  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  ]^incoln  Clnb,  and  uj" on  the  occasion 
of  Lincoln's  vi>it  to  Hartford  he  introdneed  him 
to  the  peoi)le  of  the  eit\".  In  nuniieipal  affairs  he 
served  three  years  in  the  llartford  coninnm  council, 
part  of  the  time  as  alderman.  In  commercial  and 
liiiancial  circles  he  has  alwa\s  been  prominent,  and 
is  identified  with  some  of  the  most  imjiorlant  finan- 
cial and  commercial  concerns  of  jtartford  and 
vicinity. 

On  Dec.  iS,  iS6r,  onr  snbject  married,  at  Rock- 
ville,  Comi.,  Mrs.  ^Nlary  J.  (^Preston)  Peek,  a  native 
of  New  York,  widow  of  De  Witt  C.  Peek,  of  that 
city,  and  datighter  of  Esek  J.  Preston,  a  flour  and 
coal  merchant  in  Hartford,  and  at  one  time  connected 
witli  \\  illiam  H.  Imlay.  Children  as  follows  were 
born  to  this  union:  l^i)  George  Eliot,  born  in  1862, 
and  who  died  in  1896.  was  a  prominent  lawyer  in 
Hartford.  (2)  Grace  P.,  born  in  1865,  died  April 
14,  1893.  (3  )  Ellen  P.,  born  in  1866,  married  Hubert 
Kip  Wood,  of  Cleveland.  Ohio,  an  inventor,  and 
now  superintendent  of  a  factor}-  at  W  indsor  for 
making  shells  for  the  goverimient.  (4)  William 
Raymond,  born  in  1869,  was  a  prominent  editor  and 
newspaper  man  "out  west,"  and  is  now  on  the  staff 
of  the  A'rte  ]'ork  Ez-ciiiiig  World;  he  recentlv  re- 
ported for  that  paper  the  celebratetl  "Alolineux" 
trial,  which  lasted  some  ten  weeks :  he  married  Cora 
Ankins.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  April 
13,  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  The  fam- 
ily attend  th.e  services  of  Trinitv  Episcopal  Church, 
Hartford. 

Although  having  now  reached  the  allotted  age 
of  man,  our  subject  is  still  actively  engaged  in  the 
arduous  pursuits  of  his  profession,  and  of  the  men, 
who,  by  personal  effort  and  application,  have  done 
much  to  make  the  city  of  Hartford  what  it  is  to- 
day, none  are  more  deserving  of  the  highest  encom- 
iums of  praise  than  Lieut.-Gov.  Sill. 

NATPLAX  LOOAHS  PIRGE.  deceased.  Eor 
more  than  250  years  the  Pirge  family  has  re- 
sided in  Hartford  county,  and  during  these  two  and 
one-half  centuries  its  members  have  been  promi- 
nent as  farmers,  manufacturers  and  business  men, 
as  well  as  in  public  life  and  in  the  church. 

1  he  earliest  member  to  settle  within  the  present 
county  limits  was  Richarrl  P>irge.  one  of  Windsor's 
pioneers,  who  came  from  Dorchester,  ]\Iass.,  with 
Rev.  John  Warham,  of  whose  church  he  was  a 
member.  Tlie  early  records — in  whicli  the  family 
name  is  variously  spelt  Purge,  Birdge,  Pirydge  and 
Pirge — show  him  to  have  been  an  extensive  land 
owner  as  early  as  1640.    In  addition  to  a  home 


!  lot  in  the  settlement  of  Windsor,  he  had  accpured 
I  title  to  sixteen  acres  "bevond  the  second  pine  plane," 
on  the  west  side  of  the  mill  brool-c,  be.--id.es  eight 
j  acres  south  of  the  mill  hr. mk.  ei^ht  and  one-ii.ivirth 
!  acres  on  the  siile  of  "Pine  Hill,  '  and  many  other 
j)arceP  of  land,  on  both  side.-  of  the  river,  the  deeds 
!  antedating-   1646.    }vlost    of   this    was  afterward 
owned  by  his  son  Daniel.     Among  his  grantors 
were  Nathan  Gillett  {\\\  1O44)  and  James  Eno  [\\\ 
]()47).     Richard,  Sr.,  was  Ricbartl,  Jr.,  in  1649. 
j  He  wa^  a  large  farmer,  but  of  his  personal  traits 
I  of  character  verv  little  can  be  told.    That  he  was 
a  God-fearing  man.  autl  a  devi:>ut  J'uritan,  is  shown 
I  bv  his  connection  with  Rev.  .Mr.  Warham:  and  that 
j  he  was  prudent,  careful  and  successful  is  evidenced 
I  by  his  continued  acipiisition  of  wealth. 

C)n  Oct.  5,  1 64 1,  Richartl  P'irge  married  Eliza- 
!  beth,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  William  Gaylord,  and 
their  children  were:  John,  born  in  1O42,  died  in 
1643;  Daniel,  born  Nov.  24,  1O44:  Elizabeth,  born 
July  28,  1646,  died  in  infancy;  Jeremiah,  born  May 
6,  1648;  John  (2),  born  Jan.  14.  i':49;  and  Joseph, 
born  Nov.  2,  1651,  died  in  Jul\,  1705.  Richard 
Pirge  died  in  i^>5i,  and  his  widow  became  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Haskins,  of  Windsor.  Jeremiah,  the 
third  son  of  Richard,  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  his  step-father  to  the  effect  that  he  would 
serve  him  faithfully  and  well  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  the  consideration  to  be  the  con- 
veyance to  him  b_\-  Haskins  of  a  stipulated  piece  of 
land;  it  being  also  provided  that,  in  the  event  of 
the  death  of  Jeremiah  before  attaining  bis  majority, 
his  brother  John  should  serve  the  unexpired  term. 
The  elder  brother  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
and  six  months,  and  the  younger  son,  on  completing 
the  contract,  received  the  reward  agreed  upon. 

The  death  of  Jeremiah  left  two  sons  of  Rich- 
ard Pirge  }et  living:  Daniel  and  John.  Daniel, 
who  was  propounded  for  a  freeman  in  ^lay,  1670, 
married,  Nov.  5,  1668,  Deborah  Plolcomb,  by  whom 
he  was  the  father  of  three  soiis  and  six  daughters : 
Elizabeth,  born  April  25,  1670  (  died  in  infancy)  ; 
Deborah,  Nov.  26,  167 1  ;  Elizabeth  (2),  Eeb.  3, 
1674:  3.1arv,  Dec.  25,  1677  (married  i)efore  her 
father's  death;;  Daniel,  Sept.  6,  1680;  Abigail, 
1684;  John,  1690;  Cornelius,  July  30.  1694  (died  in 
1697)  ;  and  Esther,  1697.  Daniel  Pirge  died  Jan. 
26,  1697-98,  his  wife  surviving  him. 

It  is,  however,  with  the  younger  liranch  of  the 
family,  that  of  which  John  Pirge,  son  of  Richard, 
was  the  founder,  that  this  biography  is  more  par- 
ticularly concerned,  since  it  is  to  this  that  the  late 
Nathan  L.  Pirge  belonged.  John  P)irge,  who,  as 
has  been  said,  was  born  Jan.  14.  1649,  married 
Hamiah  Watson  (or  Wratson  )  March  28,  167S,  and 
died  Dec.  2,  1697.  Eonr  children  were  born  to 
them:  John,  Jr.,  Eeb.  4,  1670:  Hannah.,  June  17, 
1682:  ieremiah,  Sept.  22,  1686:  ar.d  Marv,  Sept. 
j  9.  1688. 

j  Jeremiah  Pnrge,  the  second  son  and  third  child 
■  of  John  Pirge,  Sr.,  married  Mary  Griswold,  of 
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Wiiulsor,  in  ijiS.  and  was  the  failicr  of  chiKlrcti 
xi>  follows:  Jeremiah,  horn  Dec.  J3,  ijnj:  -Mar\, 
Aii!^.  ^3,  ;  .K'liii,  April  -'3.  iJ-W.  Ann,  L'ct. 

17^0;  rdotiaii,  Sept.  8,  iJJ^;  Hannah,  .March  iS, 
J730;  Mindwell,  ?vlarch  24,  173- ;  and  Lucia,  Sept. 
-3j  ^75^-    Jcreniiali,  Sr.,  the  lather,  (hed  in  1775. 

John  Dirg'e.  known  as  Lapt.  Inrge,  hecause  of 
liis  miHtarv  rank,  married  3>lar_v  Keik'gy,  who  hore 
liim  six  chddren  :  .Mary,  I  )et.  31.  175-'  ;  Jolm,  2\larch 
15,  1753;  Simenn,  Dec.  JO,  175'';  Isaac;  Roswell ; 
Anna. 

John  Birge,  the  second  child,  was  the  grand- 
father of  Xathan  L.  Birge.  The  i)lace  of  his  birth 
cannot  be  fixed  with  absolute  certaint}-,  but  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  Torrington.  On  March  23, 
1779,  he  married  Lydia  Hopkins,  of  Canaan,  and 
to  this  union  six  children  were  born  :  Polly.  Feb. 
22,  17S1  ;  Aranda,  Sept.  17,  17S2 :  John,  May  4, 
17S5  ;  Chester,  July  23,  178S  ;  Hopkins  ;  and  IMarella, 
Dec.  27,  1797.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
he  married,  on  l'\^b.  5,  1824,  Lucy,  the  third  of  a 
family  of  twelve  children  born  to  Ebenezer  Good- 
win, of  New  Llartford.  She  died  in  February,  1858, 
without  issue. 

John  Birge,  second  son  of  John,  above,  and  the 
father  of  Xathan  Loomis,  was  born  at  Torrington. 
After  leaving  school  he  learneil  the  trade  of  a 
•carpenter  and  builder,  and  assisted  in  the  erection 
■of  Harwinton  church.    About  1800  he  removed  to 
Bristol,  where  he  settled  on  a  farm  near  the  old 
X'orth  burying-ground,    ap.d    adjoining  the  "Gad 
Lewis"  farm,  and  at  the  same  time  began  business 
-as  a  manufacturer.    His  first  venture  in  that  line 
was  in  the  building  of  wagons,  in  which  he  was 
very  successful.    He  had  a  natural  fondness  and 
.aptitude  for  agricultural  pursuits,  taking  a  deep 
interest  therein  until  the  time  of  his  death.  Fie 
was  a  man  of  sound,  practical  sense,  which  he 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  affairs  of  everyday  life, 
.and  of  excellent  judgment,  and  to  these  two  qualities 
-his  success  in  life  mav  be  largely  attributed. 

After  conducting  the  business  of  wagon  making 
for  several  years,  Air.  Birge  purchased  a  patent 
•covering  the  right  to  manufacture  rolling-pinion 
eight-day  clocks.     He  was  alreadv  the  owner  of 
.a  building  in  wdiich  to  install  a  plant,  having  pre- 
viously bought  the  old  woolen-mill,  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town,  upon  a  portion  of  the  site  of 
which  stand   the  works  of   the   present  Codling 
Manufacturing  Co.     Here,  in  connection  with  a 
partner,  he  began  the  manufacture  of  clocks,  the 
firm  being  Birge  &  Alallory.    Their  goods  met  with 
a  ready  and  large  sale  from  the  verv  inception  of 
the  enterprise,  and  .gained  for  ]\Ir.  Birge  a  reputa- 
tion throu.ghout  the  L'nitcd  States  and  in  Europe. 
Peddlers  were  sent  through  the  South  and  West; 
the  domestic  demand  steadily  increased,  while  the 
export    trade    assumed  very  considerable  propor- 
tions; and  even  to  this  day  not  a  few  of  his  clocks 
may  be  foitnd  in  Bristol  homes,  ticking  away  the 
'hours  with  the  regularity  and  accuracy  of  more 


modern  and  more  costly  timepieces.  Some  of  these 
clocks  have  been  rmniing-  o\"er  si.\ly-ti\e  \ears  in 
the  Si.iuth  and  West.  Mr.  Birge  continued  in  this 
line  of  business  until  within  a  few  years  of  his 
demise,  wdien  he  retired,  having  accunudated  a 
moderate  fortune.  At  one  time  he  owned  and  ran 
for  a  number  of  years  the  stage  route  between 

j  Bristol  and  Hartford.  He  was  a  man  of  prominence 
in  the  ci jmnumity  ;  a  public-spirited  citizen,  always 
ready  to  contribute  money  or  time  toward  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  general  welfare.  He  served  as 
a  soldier  during  the  war  of  1812,  carrying  a  cap- 
tain's commission,  and  adding  luster  to  the  family 
name.  He  took  a  deep  and  active  interest  in  po- 
litical affairs,  and  was  prominent  in  the  councils 

1  of  the  "Old-line"  Whig  party.  His  fellow  towns- 
men, appreciating  his  capabilitv,  integrity  and  fear- 
lessness, honored  him  by  electing  him  to  several 
offices  of  responsibility  and  trtist. 

From  early  life  Mr.  Birge  was  an  earnest  worker 
for  the  advancement  of  religion,  freely  contribut- 
ing of  his  wealth,  and  unselfishly  devoting  his  best 
personal  efforts  to  the  cause  of  his  [Master.  Antl 
in  this  connection  it  may  be  added,  that  this  spirit 
of  generosity  toward  the  chtu'ch,  and  this  readiness 
to  aid  in  the  disseinination  of  Gospel  truth,  yet 
remain  characteristics  of  his  descendants.  He  en- 
tered into  rest  June  6,  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven,  full  of  A-ears  and  of  good  works,  trusted  and 
honored  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  most  of  all  by 
those  who  knew  him  best.  In  1810  he  was  married 
to  3.1iss  Betsey  Loomis,  who  was  born  at  Torring- 
ford  in  17S6,  a  daughter  of  Brigadier  Loomis. 

Nathan  Loomis  Birge,  son  of  John,  was  born 
on  his  father's  farm_  in  Bristol  Aug.  7.  1823.  After 
graduating  from  the  high  school  of  his  native  town, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  prepared  for  Yale  Col- 
lege at  the  Berlin  Academy  and  at  "Deacon  Hart's 
school,  Farmington,  and  then  matriculated  at  Yale 
College ;  but  after  passing  through  the  Sophomore 
year  he  found  himself  compelled  to  abandon  his 
studies  on  account  of  impaired  eyesight.  He  was. 
nevertheless,  able  to  accept  a  position  as  teacher 
in  the  old  Pearl  Street  Academy,  in  Albany,  X'. 
Y.,  which  he  filled  - with  marked  ability  for  tv/o 
years,  having  as  manv  as  ninety  boys,  whom  he 
instructed  in  the  higher  Mathematics,  and  in  the 
Languages.  Some  of  those  wdio  were  under  his 
pedagogic  care  at  this  period  afterward  attained 
X'ational,  if  not  world-wide,  celebrity,  among  them 
being-  a  son  of  William  H.  Seward,  Gen.  ]\Iassey, 
and  Rev.  Morgan  L.  Dix,  of  X'ew  York.  After 
severing  his  connection  with  the  Academy  Mr. 
Birge  entered  the  office  of  Stevens  &  Cagger.  at 
Albany,  wdiere  for  a  time  he  read  law.  The  legal 
profession,  however,  did  not  commend  itself  to  his 
favor,  and  .going  to  Xew  York  he  became  a  part- 
ner in  a  wholesale  dr\--goods  house.  The  ttrni 
was  shortlv  after  dissolved,  owing  to  the  death 
of  one  of  the  partners,  and  he  began  to"  think-  of 

engaging  in  business  as  a  manufacturer.    At  this 
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juncture  Iiis  father,  whose  trade  witli  (ircat  I'.riiain 
and  the  continent  ot  liurope  had  grown  lo  such 
dilnen^ions  as  to  require  the  presence  of  a  repre- 
sentative abroad,  ottered  him  tlie  position  of  Lon- 
don agein,  which  he  accepted,  ilis  management 
of  tlie  business  entru.-ted  to  his  cliarge  was  em- 
inently successful,  and  in  1848  he  relumed. 

At  that  period  of  liis  life  .Mr.  IJirge  was  im- 
bued with  a  young  man's  fondness  for  change  of 
scene,  and  the  predilection  for  adventure  wiiich 
often  accompanies  a  daring,  courageous  spirit,  as 
one  of  its  attribute?.  He  joined  a  party  of  traders, 
bound  for  what  was  then  the  "l'"ar  \\  est."  Sep- 
arating- himself  at  once  from  the  comf^irts  and  the 
restramts  of  civilization,  he  followed  the  course  of 
the  Arkansas  river,  buying  skins  and  furs  from  the 
aboriginal  sons  of  the  forest  in  exchange  for  nier- 
chanclise  of  a  miscellaneous  sort.  He  had  a  regular 
trading  store,  and  always  got  along  verv  well  with 
the  Indians.  The  life  was  hard,  yet  it  possessed  th.e 
charm  of  novelty,  and  the  venture  proved  a  finan- 
cial success.  The  following  year  occurred  the  epi- 
demic of  the  California  gold  fever,  and  ^Ir.  Birge 
proved  an  easy  victim.  His  journey  to  the  gold 
fields  (actual  and  prospective )  occupied  seven 
months,  and  was  attended  by  a  constant  recur- 
rence of  privations  and  sufterings,  wdiich  might 
Avell  have  caused  a  weaker  or  less  resolute  man  to 
drop  by  the  way.  There  were  no  bridges  across 
any  of  the  rivers,  and  he  and  his  party  were  com- 
pelled to  swim  every  river  they  same  to ;  ten  times 
they  swam  the  Colorado  river,  ferrying  their  per- 
sonal possessions  across  on  lightly  constrvicted  rafts. 
During  tlie  entire  trip  they  were  more  or  less  among 
hostile  Indians,  and  parties  in  front  of  Air.  Birge"s 
train  were  c-ut  off,  as  well  as  those  following,  while 
other  parties  were  completely  annihilated.  Only 
one  man  attached  to  his  train  was  lost,  although 
they  had  almost  daily  skirmishes  with  the  hostile 
Indians,  who  would  attack  them  at  every  oppor- 
tunity. 

On  reaching  San  Francisco,  well-nigh  destitute 
of  ready  money,  ]\lr.  Birge  found  even  the  most 
ordinary  necessaries  of  life  commanding  prices  too 
exorbitant  for  him  to  pay.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  accepted  the  invitation  of  a  friend  to 
pass  the  coming  winter  in  Hawaii.  Early  in  the 
succeeding  spring  he  returned  to  California,  and 
after  one  summer  spent  in  the  mining  camps  he 
resolutely  set  his  face  toward  Bristol.  After  his 
return  he  made  the  home  of  his  childhood  the  home 
of  middle  life  and  old  age,  identifying  himself 
with  all  Its  public  interests,  and  always  keenly  sym- 
pathetic with  every  project  which  tended  for  its 
real  betterment. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1850,  'Mr.  Birge  found- 
ed the  Bristol  Knitting  Mill,  locating  his  plant  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  town,  in  a  large  factory 
building  which  had  been  erected  by  TJenjamin  Kay, 
in  1845.  Several  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the 
firm  occurred  during  the  succeeding  years,  Mr. 


r>irge  finally  beCLnning  sole  owner,  and  managing 
ine  Dusuiess  alone  nuol  i88_',  on  1-eb.  10  cf  which 
year  tlie  mill  was  destroyed  by  lire.  A  new  and 
more  complete  one  was  immediate! \-  erected,  and  in 
operation  before  the  fall  of  tlie  same  year,  the  main 
buiMing  alone  being  i05\_^^5  feet,  and  four  stories 
high.  -Ahou.t  this  tune  he  admitted  his  son  John  nito 

;  partnership.    In  i8y3  a  younger  son,  George,  was. 

:  taken  into  tlie  firm,  and  after  that  time  the  business 
was  conducted  u.'ider  the  hrm  name  of  X.  L.  Birge 
Sons,  until  the  death  of  .Mr.  Birge,  Oc:.  29,  iSij'j, 
when  it  was  changed  to  the  X.  I..  Birge  iS:  Sons 
Co.  The  enterprise  prosiiered  from  the  beginning, 
and  has  proved  very  protitable.    The  firm's  nev." 

I  mill  is  one  of  the  best  equipped,  best  constructed 

!  and  best  managed  in  New"  iingland,  and  gives  em- 
ployment to  more  than  one  hundred  hands.  All 

;  descriptions  of  knit  underwear  arc  manufacturei.1 
here,  and  the  superior  quality  and  line  finish  of  the 
output  creates  for  it  a  steady  demand  throughout 
the  country,  the  trade  universally  considering  the 

I  firm's  goods  as  among  the  best  on  the  market.  The 

I  New  York  office  and  salesroom  of  the  house  is 
at  346  Broadway.  The  policy  of  the  firm  toward 
its  employes  has  been  a  liberal  one,  and  the  -A'ages 

I  paid  have  always  been  equal  to  the  highest,  and 

;  sometimes  in  excess  of  those  paid  by  other  concerns 

1  in  the  same  line. 

j  For  many  years  !Mr.  Birge  was  prominenth'  iden- 
i  tified  with  the  public  affairs  of  Bristol.  In  1S8S 
i  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and. 
I  filled  that  position  at  the  time  of  his  death.  It  ^vas 
I  during  these  eleven  years  (1S90-91)  that  the  hand- 
!  some,  new,  high  school  building"  was  erected.  He 
i  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Bristol  Na- 
j  tional  Bank,  and  was  for  many  years  its  vice-presi- 
I  dent,  having  declined  its  presidency,  which  was 
offered  him  after  the  death  of  John  H.  Sessions. 
!  He  was  also  a  director  of  the  Bristol  Savings  Bank, 
i  and  vice-president  of  the  Bristol  Water  Co.  .A. 
j  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  he  was  a 
i  remarkably  regular  attendant  upon  its  services, 
i  rarely  missing  a  Sunday  during  a  period  of  forty- 
'  one  years,  and  he  contributed  freelv  toward  its  sup- 
'  port  and  the  advancement  of  its  work.  In  fact, 
'  he  regarded  his  wealth  as  a  trust  to  be  administered 
for  the  benefit  of  religion  and  humanity.  His  purse 
I  strings  were  never  drawn  against  a  call  for  a  worthy 
I  charity,  public  or  private,  while  the  amount  of  his 
personal  benefactions  to  the  needy,  unostentatiously 
bestowed,  is  known  only  to  Him  who  said,  "let  not 
your  left  hand  know  what  your  right  hand  doeth.'' 
I  He  was  universally  beloved  and  his  kind  smile  and 
j  cheery  word  seemed  to  spread  light  and  comfort  as 
j  he  went  about  his  daily  vocations.  His  home  was  an 
ideal  one,  in  every  sense.  His  residence  was,  prob- 
j  ably,  the  most  costly  in  Bristol,  having  involved  an 
•  outlay  of  $50, OCX),  and  standing  in  the  midst  of 
j  extensive  grounds,  the  beautiful  arrangement  and 
i  adornment  of  which  told  of  the  wealth  and  artistic 
!  tastes. 
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J'or  several  _vcar>;  before  liis  dealh,  Mr.  liirge's 
]i(>altli  was  not  good,  yet  lie  touglu  against  illness 
uiih  the  same  courage  and  grit  which  haj  sustained 
Jiini  during  his  seven  months  of  hardship  wliile 
crossing  the  mountains  anel  jilains  of  the  ""l-'ar 
West."  A  serious  tlisorder  of  the  heart  manifested, 
itself,  however,  in  October,  iS^yj,  and  on  the  tuen- 
tv-ninth  of  that  month  he  passed  away,  aged  sev- 
cnitv-six  years.  He  was  a  very  bright,  able  man, 
and  could  speak  French  and  Sjianish  llnently,  as 
well  as  the  Cherokee  Indian  language. 

iNlr.  Ihrge  was  married.  .Mav  U).  1852,  to  Ade- 
line, a  datighter  of  Sanuiel  LI.  Smith,  of  Bristol, 
who  survived  him.  He  was  the  father  of  three  sons 
and  one  daughter:  John,  the  eldest,  was  born  Aug. 
25,  1S53:  Ellen  Smith,  now  the  widow  of  Charles 
W'ightman,  was  beirn  Aug.  12,  1S55 ;  George 
W  allace,  on  June  S,  1S70;  and  Frederick  [Morton, 
on  Dec.  2,  1S60.    The  la^t  named  died  in  1862. 

Hon.  John  Birge,  the  eldest  son  of  Nathan 
Loomis  Birge,  was  educated  in  tlie  Bristol  com- 
.  men  schools,  and  at  the  academy  at  Lake  Forest, 
111.  His  preference  was  for  a  business  life,  he  hav- 
ing inherited  his  father's  love  of  an  active  life,  as 
well  as  his  capacity  for  affairs.  On  leaving  Lake 
Forest  he  returned  home,  and  after  receiving  a 
thorough  commercial  training  in  his  father's  mill, 
and  under  his  aft'ectionate,  careful  guidance,  he 
was  admitted  into  partnership  in  18S2.  as  has  al- 
ready been  told.  When  his  father  died  he  was 
•elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  First  National  Bank.  He  takes  a  lively  and 
active  interest' in  local.  State  and  National  politics, 
and  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  necessitv  of  maintain- 
ing a  high  standard  of  puritv  in  the  conduct  of 
political  affairs.  He  has  represented  the  Fourth 
district  tipon  the  Republican  State  Central  Com- 
mittee, a  post  for  which  his  keen  judgment  of  men, 
and  his  readiness  in  devising  and  adapting  measures 
for  the  securing  of  a  given  end  eminently  qualify 
liim.  He  has  also  been  chairman  of  the  town  com- 
mittee for  several  terms.  ^Ir.  Birge  believes  in 
the  "young  men's  moveinent,"  and  was  several  years 
chairman  of  the  Young  r^Ien's  Republican  Club, 
which  is  affiliated  with  the  State  League.  In  1894 
tie  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the  Fourth 
Senatorial  district,  fitting  in  that  body  during  the 
■session  of  1895-96. 

Senator  Birge  comes  of  old  Puritan  stock,  trac- 
ing his  ancestry  back  to  families  which  came  from 
England  either  on  the  ''Afayflower''  or  on  vessels 
arriving  at  about  the  same  time.  His  line  of  descent 
from  Richard  Birge,  a  pioneer  settler  of  ^\'indsor, 
lias  been  already  given.  He  also  traces  his  lineage 
hack  on  his  maternal  side,  through  nine  generation.s, 
lo  Rev.  Tliomas  Hooker,  the  originator  of  the  New 
England  system  of  tou'n  and  niunici])al  government, 
and  the  first  settler  and  mitiister  at  Hartford,  in 
1636;  is  also  a  descendant,  in  the  eighth  genera- 
tion, of  Wilnam  Smith,  rlv  settler  of  Hunt- 
ington, L.   I. ;  and,  in  the  ninth  generation,  of 


George  Smith,  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Colony 
of  1O3S,  as  well  as  of  Theophilus  Smith,  a  captain 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Another  an.ceslor, 
Samuel  Terry,  made  and  put  in  place  the  great 
wooden  clock  in  the  steeple  of  the  Congregattonal 
clun-ch  of  Bristol. 

On  June  22,  1874,  Hon.  John  Birge  married 
Miss  M.  Antoinette  Root,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  E. 
Root,  of  Bristol.  She  died  April  25,  1891,  leav- 
ing four  children  :  Adeline,  the  eldest,  born  Aug. 
16,  1875,  the  wife  of  Judge  Roger  S.  Newell, 
of  Bristol.  Nathan  Root,  the  second  child  and  first 
son,  born  June  16,  1877,  enlisted  in  the  First  Con- 
necticut Light  Artillery,  Battery  A,  known  as  the 
"Yale  Battery,"  for  two  years,  and  served  through- 
out the  Spanish  w"ar,  after  the  close  of  which  he 
was  mustered  out,  in  September,  1898;  he  belongs 
to  the  class  of  1900,  W  orcester  Polytechnic  Insti- 
tute. The  two  younger  children.  Marguerite,  born 
April  22,  1886,  and  John  Kingsley,  bor"!!  [March  4, 
1888,  are  at  home.  On  Feb.  i,  1893,  Senator  Birge 
married  [Matilda  Louise,  a  daughter  of  Jolwi  Sayles 
Smith,  of  \\'indliam.  Of  this  marriage  there  has 
been  no  issue. 

George  Wallace  Birge,  the  second  and  youngest 
living  son  of  Nathan  L.  Birge,  born  June  8,  1S70, 
graduated  from  the  Bristol  high  school  in  18S8,  and 
two  vears  later  from  Fluntsinger's  Business  College, 
at  Hartford.  He  finally  became  a  partner  with  his 
father  and  brother  John.  On  Oct.  19,  1898,  he 
married  Miss  Eva  [M.  Thorpe,  a  daughter  of  W. 
W.  Thorpe,  of  Bristol.  They  have  one  child, 
Rachel,  born  Sept.  8,  1899. 

HENRY  C.  DANIELS,  better  known  as  "Dan- 
iels the  Printer,''  the  third  oldest  disciple  of  Guten- 
berg now  living  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  and  probab- 
ly one  of  the  best  known  citizens  in  the  State,  is  a 
native  of  same,  born  Oct.  11,  1851,  in  tlit  town  of 
Manchester. 

Darius  Daniels,  his  grandfather,  was  a  promi- 
nent farmer  in  his  day,  for  manv  years  a  resident 
of  Andover,  Conn.,  whence  he  came  to  Plartford 
county,  for  some  time  making  his  home  with  his 
son  Charles,  in  East  Hartford,  and  thence  remov- 
ing to  Plainville,  Conn.,  where  he  passed  the  rest 
of  his  days  at  the  home  of  a  daughter,  dying  in 
1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  By  his  wife, 
Mary  (Rathbun),  he  had  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Charles  S.,  in  Weth.ersfield  ; 
Aaron  'SL,  sketch  of  whom  follows;  Harriet  (?\Irs. 
Kennedy),  living  in  Burnside,  Hartford  county; 
Joseph  R.,  also  in  Burnside;  and  Elizabeth  ([Mrs. 
William  Spencer),  a  resident  of  Plainville,  Conn. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  Plairiville  in 
1880,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years. 

Aaron  [M.  Daniels,  father  of  Henry  C.  was  born 
[March  7,  1819,  in  Springfield,  Mass..  coming  in 
boyhood  to  Hartford,  where  his  life  has  been  main- 
ly passed.  For  some  time  he  was  in  the  patenting 
business,  and  issued  a  number  of  valuable  patents ; 
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also  ong-aj^cd  in  insurance  wrilinq;.  in  both  of  which 
lines  he  made  a  sncces>.  In  1843  he  married  Maria 
Ci.  Ensworth.  born  in  Andover,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  Juisworth.  of  tlie  same  nati\  ity,  and  Sopliia 
(^Kennedy),  a  native  of  lUirn^itle,  Conn.,  wlio  had 
a  family  of  hw  children,  all  now  deceased  ;  the 
mother  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-tive  years. 
To  Aaron  .M.  and  .Maria  C  i)aniei>  were  hovw  three 
chiUiren,  two  of  whom  arc  yet  living:  Sarali  J.  and 
Henry  C.  (  onr  subject).  Sarah  J.  ha^  been  twice 
married,  first  time  to  Alfred  1^.  Hart,  who  died  in 
1869,  at  the  age  of  thirty,  antl  by  whom  he  had  one 
son,  Alfred  D.,  who  married  Carrie  E.  Sperry,  and 
by  her  had  five  children,  Iver  S.,  Ethel  R.,  Jennie, 
Eva  B.,  and  .Vlfred.  Mrs.  Hart  subsequently  wedded 
Dwight  North,  late  of  Hartford,  to  whom  she  bore  1 
two  sons,  Dwight  and  Horace.  Mr.  North  passed 
away  in  1S90.  Mrs.  Aaron  M.  Daniels  died  in 
1896,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  a  member 
of  the  M.  E.  Churcli,  as  is  also  her  husband. 

Henrv  C.  Daniels,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  received  a  liberal  education  at  the  common 
schools  of  Hartford,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years 
commenced  learning  the  trade  of  printer  in  the  office 
of  William  C.  Hutchings,  of  Hartford,  following 
same  as  a  journeyman  for  some  time,  including 
three  years  in  New  Haven.  Removing-  thence  to 
\\'orcester,  he  there  carried  on  a  printing  busi- 
ness two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Hart- 
ford, and  in  that  city  has  since  continued  to  make 
his  home.  About  fourteen  years  ago  Mr.  Daniels 
established  his  present  business,  at  No.  2S4  Asylum 
street,  and  by  close  attention  to  his  work,  fair  deal- 
ing, and  courteous  treatment  of  his  patrons,  has 
met  with  well-merited  success. 

On  Oct.  14,  1874,  Mr.  Daniels  was  married  to 
^lary  E.  Kempton,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
a  daughter  of  ^Mr.  and  ^Irs.  \\'illiam  S.  Kempton, 
an  old  family  of  that  locality,  and  two  children, 
Henry  Christie  and  George,  both  now  deceased, 
vere  born  of  this  union.  In  politics  IMr.  Daniels  is 
a  Democrat.  Sociallv  he  is  a  member  of  Summit 
Lodge.  I.  O.  (  ).  I^;'of  Jewell  Council.  No.  8,  Jr. 
O.  U.  A.  M. ;  of  Charter  Oak  Commanderv,  No.  26, 
O.  U.  A.  M.:  Charter  Tjak  Council,  No.' 3,  O.  U. 
A.  ]M.;  the  Royal  Societv  of  Good  Fellows;  and  of 
Hubbard  Escort,  and  in  all  of  these  he  has  taken 
an  active  interest,  his  v/ords  of  council  having  mui^h 
\veight  in  their  councils. 

As  an  attest  to  Mr.  Daniels'  wide  popularity, 
perhaps  nothing  more  fitting  could  be  cited  than  the 
signal  victory  he  achieved  in  the  Washington  Trip 
Contest  of  the  Hartford  Post,  in  January,  1900. 
We  quote  from  the  Post:  "In  tliat  competition  the 
candidate  receiving  the  largest  vote  was  given  a 
week's  trip  to  Washington  at  the  expense  of  the 
paper,  dating  from  March  4th,  the  anniversary  of 
McKinley's  inauguration,  UTitil  the  nth  inst.  This 
trip  also  included  the  successful  candidate's  wife. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels  won  the  contest,  they  having 
a  grand  total  vote  in  the  preliminary  and  final  com- 


petition of  32.250.  The  total  vote  tliroughout  the 
State  was  134.8)8.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels  went  to 
Wasliinglon,  ^aw  all  tlie  sights,  and  shook  hands 
with  the  President." 

FREDERICK  HENRV  WILLIAMS,  M.  D., 
a  leading  physician  of  liristol,  has  met  with  remarka- 
ble success  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  his 
practice  extends  all  through  western  Connecticut 
and  the  Coimecticut  \  alley.  He  was  born  in  1846, 
in  I'leasant  X'alley,  1  xirkhamsted.  Conn.,  of  good 
Colonial  ancestry,  two  of  his  great-grandfathers 
having  fought  ni  the  Revolutionary  army.  An 
abstract  from  his  genealogical  record  i-  as  follows; 

Pater.x.\l  side. —  (I)  Capt.  George  Barbour, 
born  1615,  and  who  settled  in  Dedham,  Mass.,  about 
1635,  was  a  paternal  ancestor  eight  removes.  A 
female  descendant,  in  the  fourth  generation,  mar- 
ried a  Havens;  her  daughter  Mehitabie  Ha- 
vens married  Hezekiah  Whitney;  his  daughter 
(\T)  Juliette  Whitney  married  Jesse  Williams; 
(\TIj  Orville  Williams  married  Minerva  Gillett. 
irHliains — (I)  Jesse  Williams  married  Lois  Col- 
lins at  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.  Jesse  (2)  married  Ju- 
liette Whitney.  (IH)  Orville  married  ]\linerva 
Gillette. 

]M.vTERX.\L  SIDE. —  (I)  Rene   Cosset,    born  in 
Paris,  France,  1690,  married  in  1716,  in  New  Ha- 
ven, Conn.,  Ruth  Porter,  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
Porter.     (II)    Rene,  born    1722,  married  Phcebe 
Hilyer,  of    Granby.      (Ill)   Rosene  Cosset,  born 
1759,  married  Abel  Adams,  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier,    ( l\  )  Lurana  .Adams  married  .Almon  Gil- 
!  let.     (\')   Minerva    Gillett    married    Dr.  Orville 
j  Williams.     ( \'I  )  Frederick  H.  Williams.  Adams. 
j  — il)  Lieut.  George  Adams  earl)-  in  1600  married, 
I  in  London,  England,  a  dau^Thter  of  Conrad  Street- 
holt.      (II)   George    Adams  was    in  Watertown. 
!Mass.,  in  1645.    (  III)  Daniel,  born  lO^g.  married 
Marv   Phelps   in   Simsbury.  Joseph,  born 

1685,  married  Marv  Case.  (V)  Matthew,  born 
1724,  married  Susanah  Eno.  (  \T )  Abel,  born 
1756.  married  Rosene  Cosset  (above).  Gillett. — 
(I)  Joseph  Gillett  married  Elizabeth  Hayes,  Sims- 
burv,  1740.  (II)  Benoni  Gillett,  born  1762,  mar- 
ried Penelope  Hulibard ;  he  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier.     (Ill)    .\lmon    married  Lurana  Adams. 

Dr.  Williams'  parents  died  before  he  reached 
the  age  of  ten  years,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world.  His  early  life 
was  mainlv  spent  in  (jranljy.  Conn.,  and  he  after- 
ward went  to  Hartford  to  pursue  his  studies.  When 
nearly  ready  to  enter  a  medical  college  in  1869 
he  sutldenlv  lost  his  hearing.  This  was  a  severe 
blow  to  the  yoimg  man,  but  he  persevered  in  his 
efforts  to  obtain  an  education,  supporting  himself 
in  the  meantime  bv  working  in  printing  offices 
and  drug  stores  until  1874.  when  he  was  examined 
anrl  given  a  (li])loma  b\-  the  Censors  of  the  Connecti- 
cut i'.otanico  .Meddcal  Society,  and  iiv  18S0  received 
another  from  the  Ctjiniecticut  I^clectic  Association. 
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He  is  a  nienilior  of  tlic  Xational  Eclectic  Associa- 
tion, and  has  always  haJ  a  large  practice,  especially 
in  obscure  and  chronic  cases.  i)r.  W  illiams  mar- 
ried, in  1SS5,  Janetta  H.  Hart,  of  I'leasaiit  \'allcy. 
Conn.,  ami  has  one  daui;hter.  Frances  ilarl,  Iiorn 
in  1SS6. 

The  Doctor  ha>  not  devcited  himself  exclusively 
to  the  stiulv  of  medicine,  but  is  an  ardent  student 
of  scicnlilic  subjects  of  all  kiiuls.  esjiecially  surface 
geologv,  anthropologv  and  arclKcoloL^y.  lie  has 
one  of  the  finest  pre-historic  arcluvolos^ical  col- 
lections in  the  State,  if  not  in  New  England.  He 
has  published  "Prehistoric  Remains  vi  the  Farm- 
ington  X'alley."  He  takes  a  deeji  interest  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  Bristol,  and  was 
the  first  to  propose  the  formation  of  the  Bristol 
Historical  Society.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Gold 
Democrat,  and  at  all  times  he  has  been  a  firm  be- 
liever in  human  liberty,  being  strongly  opposed  to 
all  fomis  of  oppression,  either  personal  or  muni- 
cipal. 

In  literary  matters  Dr.  Williams  has  always 
taken  a  deep  interest,  and  he  is  himself  a  writer  of 
both  power  and  ability.  During  the  long  course 
of  years  since  he  was  de])rived  of  his  hearing  he 
has  been  an  omniverous  reader,  besides  taking  up 
the  study  of  various  languages.  Bishop  Berkeley 
once  said  of  President  Johnson,  of  Kings  Codege 
(now  Columbia),  that  he  could  write  in  Latin, 
think  in  Plebrew  and  speak  in  Greek.  This  same 
statement  would  almost  be  true  in  the  case  of  Dr. 
\Villiams ;  for,  besides  having  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  Latin,  he  can  read  French.  German,  Spanish 
and  Swedish.  [Much  of  his  reading  of  foreign  au- 
thors is  done  in  the  language  in  which  they  wrote. 
As  a  writer  he  has  contributed  occasionally  to  medi- 
cal magazines  and  newspapers  in  the  form  of  essays 
on  scientific  and  other  subjects,  which  have  attracted 
considerable  attention.  He  is  a  keen  studcint  of 
men  and  affairs,  and  his  knowledge  of  political 
parties,  their  candidates,  principles  and  motives, 
is  not  surpassed  in  this  locality.  He  wiekh  a 
scathing  pen  in  questions  wdiere  he  considers  that 
•ignorance  is  triumphing  over  the  fundamental 
principles  of  religious  or  political  thought.  As  a 
historical  student  Dr.  Williams  has  few^  peers 
among  the  laity,  for  in  the  course  of  his  reading  he 
has  paid  special  attention  to  the  history  of  this  and 
other  nations.  There  are  few  phases  of  American 
or  European  historv  with  which  he  is  not  familiar. 
His  historical  sketches  are  chiefly  of  a  local  nature 
and  uncollected  ;  but  they  show  uncommon  power 
of  discernment  in  analvzing  chronological  data,  and 
preparing  it  for  poj^ular  reading.  As  a  poet  Dr. 
Williams  has  much  talent,  although  he  has  pub- 
lished very  little.  His  style  is  spirited,  flowing 
and  graceful :  his  versification  almost  alwa\  s  very 
smooth  and  harmonious.  In  spicy  pungency  of 
satire  and  a  certain  elegance  and  grace  of  manner 
without  an  approach  to  stiffness  or  formality,  he 
has  few  rivals  among  amateur  verse  luakers.  His 
poetical  productions  are  the  delight  of  his  friends, 


as  ihev  would  be  to  the  reading  public,  if  his  mod- 
cstv  permitted  their  publication. —  [Frederick  Cal- 
vin Norton.] 

H(  )X.  ROBERT  AXSEL  POTTER,  a  promi- 
nent resident  and  real-estate  dealer  of  P.ristol,  was 
biirn  in  Thomastun.  Conn.,  Jan.  1840,  ^on  of 
Tertius  D.  and  Esther  P..  (IVi^-bie)  i'otter. 

Our  subject's  father,  Tertius  Daniel  Potter,  born 
Sept.  25,  1793,  also  in  Thomaston.  was  a  very  thrifty 
!  farmer,  and  owner  of  one  of  the  largest  farms  in 
his  part  of  the  State.  He  was  the  Whig  repre- 
sentative in  the  State  Legislature  from  Thomas- 
ton  in  1837  and  183S.  He  was  one  of  the  deacons 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Plymouth,  Conn., 
near  Thomaston,  and  was  one  of  the  original  pro- 
moters of  the  church  at  the  latter  place,  becoming 
a  deacon  when  it  was  there  established,,  and  so 
continued  until  se\enty-five  years  old.  when  he 
resigned.  He  died  Jan.  10.  1S91,  in  Thomaston. 
Mr.  Potter  married  Miss  Esther  Barnes  Frisbie, 
who  was  born  in  Bristol  in  1805. 

Hon.  Robert  Ansel  Potter  was  born  and  reared 
on  a  farm,  and  received  his  earlv  education  in  the 
Thomaston  common  schools,  which  he  attended  un- 
til sixteen  years  old,  later  attending  W  iliiston  Sem- 
inary. Easthampton,  }^Iass.,  until  nineteen,  at  wliich 
age  he  graduated.  For  one  term  he  taught  scliool 
at  Terry ville.  He  then  went  to  New  Haven,  and 
for  a  year  and  a  half  kept  books  for  David  W. 
Buckingham,  a  grocer.  Mr.  Potter  then  started 
for  the  West,  with  the  expectation  of  locating 
I  therJ,  but  in  the  meanwhile  the  Civil  war  broke 
forth,  and  he  returned  to  his  native  town. 

In  June.  1S62.  'Mr.  Potter  enlisted,  at  Thop.ias- 
ton,  in  Company  D.  19th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  which,  after 
being  mutsered  in,  was  changed  to  the  2d  Conn. 
H.  A.  Mr.  Potter  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor,  and  then  in  all  the  engagements  around 
Petersburg.  A'a.,  was  with  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan  all 
through  the  Shenandoah  \'alley  campaign,  and  later 
with  the  Armv  of  the  Potomac,  and  finally  was 
present  at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee. 
His  only  casualty  was  a  slight  wound  sustained 
at  Cold  Harbor,  but  a  more  serious  affiiction  was  an 
attack  of  chills  and  fever,  the  eft'ects  of  which  clung 
to  him  long  after  the  war  had  ceased.  When  he 
first  started  out  he  was  commissioned  second  lieu- 
tenant, and  he  was  mustered  out  in  September,  i8')5, 
with  the  rank  of  captain. 

After  returning  from  the  war.  Capt.  Potter  went 
to  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  where  he  and  his  brother.  Luther 
H.  Potter,  embarked  in  the  commission  Inisiness 
for  two  years.  Thev  then  sold  out,  as  the  sickness 
engendered  in  the  army  compelled  the  Captain  to 
return  to  the  East.  For  two  years  he  was  employed 
as  bookkeeper  at  Xew  Haven.  Conn.,  bv  Cornelius 
P^ierpont,  treasurer  of  the  Street  Railway  Com- 
panv  and  also  a  grocer.  In  1869  he  came  to  Bristol, 
and  for  about  two  years  was  superinten'ient  of  Joel 
H.  Root's  factory,  for  making  brass  hinges  for 
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caliinotj,  l)oxcs.  etc..  then  becoming-  secretary  of 
;lio  Bristol  Saw  Co.  for  six  years,  when  the  company 
solil  out.  For  about  three  years  tlierealter  -Mr. 
Potter  was  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  laid  out  several  streets  and  built 
many  Iiouses ;  he  also  traveled  a  year  for  the  Alden 
Emery  Co..  of  Boston,  as  salesman.  Tn  1S83  lie 
L>ong-ht  a  farm  at  J'lainville,  and  for  seven  years 
gave  most  of  his  atteiuion  to  raising-  line  stock, 
in  iSyo  settling  in  Bristol,  where  lie  has  ever  since 
been  doing  a  leading  real-estate  busine^.-. 

In  politics  Mr.  I'otter  i^  a  thorough  Keimblican, 
and  has  long  helil  the  confidence  of  his  ]>arty.  While 
in  Plainville  he  was  first  sclectnian  of  the  town  two 
years,  justice  of  the  peace  several  years,  and  chair- 
nian  of  the  school  board  a  number  of  terms.  In 
1S89  he  represented  that  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. In  1S91  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
Republican  town  committee  of  Bristol.  In  1S92 
and  1S93  he  was  tax  collector  for  the  town  of  Bris- 
tol, and  in  1895  was  elected  by  tlie  Legislature  as 
commissioner  for  four  vears.  In  1S94  he  was  elect- 
ed a  member  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Com- 
mittee, serving  until  1808,  and  again  elected  in  lyoo, 
being  now  a  member. 

On  May  iS,  1S69,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
.  of  Capt.  Robert  A.  Potter  with  3.1iss  Lucy  ]Man- 
ville,  of  Great  Barrington,  Mass..  who  was  born 
Sept.  II,  1S44,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Linus  and 
Diantha  (Sage)  ?\Ianville.  On  Oct.  16,  1S73.  this 
marriage  was  crowned  by  the  birth  of  a  daughter, 
Louise  INIanville  Potter,  who  is  a  graduate  of, the 
Plainville  high  school,  and  still  has  her  home  under 
the  parental  roof.  The  family  attend  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  of  which  ^Ir.  Potter  was  a  deacon 
during  his  residence  in  Plainville,  and  a  deacon  in 
Bristol,  also,  as  well  as  treasurer  of  the  Bristol 
Congregational  Societv. 

!Mr.  Potter  has  always  felt  a  deep  interest  in 
agriculture,  and  especiallv  in  dairying.  For  two 
years — 1893  1894 — lie  was  president  of  the 

Connecticut  Dairymen's  Association,  and  at  the 
\\  orld's  Fair  in  Chicago  had  charge  of  Connecti- 
cut's dairy  exhibits.  Capt  Potter  is  a  member  of 
Newton  F.  INIanross  Post,  No.  54,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Forestville.  of  which  he  is  post  conimander: 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Club ;  and  Frank- 
lin Lodge,  No.  56,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Bristol. 

SAMl'FL  NFLSOX  KELLOGG.  The  Kel- 
logg family  is  of  old  Colonial  stock,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  a  well-known  resident  of  Ilart- 
ford,  is  in  the  seventh  generation  in  descent  froni 
Lieut.  Joseph  Kellogg,  an  officer  in  King  Philip's 
war. 

(I)  The  name  of  Lieut.  Joseph  Kellogg  appears 
in  the  records  of  Farmington  for  1651.  In  1659 
he  removed  to  Boston,  purchasing  a  home  on  Ro.x- 
bury  road,  now  \Vashingt(jn  street,  and  later  he 
settled  in  lladley,  ^^lass.,  where  he  died  about  1707; 
his  homestead  there  is  in  a  good  state  of  preserva- 


tion. Fie  was  prominent  in  public  affairs,  serving 
'  many  terms  as  selectman  of  liadlev.  and  in  1670, 

iluring  King  Philip's  war,  lie  was  in  commar.d  as 

lieutenant  at  the  "Falls  fight,"  South  1  ladley  Falls, 
'  Mass.    Flis  first  Avife,  Joanna,  died  Sept.  14,  1C66, 

and  on  May  9,  1(1(17,  he  married  -Miss  Abigail  Terry, 
'  daughter  oi  Stephen  Terry,  of  Windsor,  Con- 
:  ntcticut. 

(II)  Deacon  Samuel  Kellogg  was  born  in  Had- 
:  ley,  iSIass.,  Sept.  28,  1662,  and  died  in  Hartford 
I  in  1717.  In  the  records  of  one  of  the  Hartford 
i  churches,  for  March  17,  1695,  he  is  named  as  dea- 
'  con,  and  in  1713  he  was  among  the  twenty-nine 
'  members  of  tlie  Second  Church  who  founded  a 
■  church  in  the  west  division  of  Idartford.  On  Sept. 
:  22,  1687,  he  married  Sarah  .Merrill,  daughter  of 
I  Deacon  John  ^Merrill,  and  granddaughter,  of  Na- 
;  thaiiiel  Merrill.  Her  mother,  Sarah  \\"atson,  was  a 
I  daughter  of  John  Watson,  of  Hartford. 
!  (IH)  Capt.  Isaac  Kellogg  was  born  in  Hart- 
ford in  1(596,  and  died  in  New  Flartford  July  3. 
I  1787.  In  1742  he  removed  to  New  Hartford,  and 
I  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  town, 
I  being  a  deacon  in  the  church  and  a  leader  in  public 
j  affairs.  As  a  magistrate  he  showed  much  ability, 
i  and  in  1795  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  being 
I  the  first  justice  of  the  town  (he  held  this  olifice  in 
j  both  Hartford  and  Litchfield  counties,  serving  in  all 
i  twenty-eight  terms),  which  he  represented  as  dep- 
uty for  twenty-five  ternis.  In  1744  he  was  chosen 
I  captain  of  the  ist  Companv  of  ]\Iilitia  at  New 
I  Hartford.  On  Dec.  26,  17 17,  he  married  ^lary 
I  Webster,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Judd) 
I  Webster,  granddaughter  of  Lieut.  Robert  and  Su- 
I  sauna  (Treat)  Webster,  and  great-granddaughter 
'  of  Gov.  John  Webster.  Susanna  Treat  vcas  a  sis- 
j  ter  of  Gov.  Robert  Treat,  and  daughter  of  Hon. 
j  Richard  Treat,  patentee  of  the  Com-iecticut  Char- 
j  ter,  1662. 

(IV)  Samuel  Kellogg,  born  in  Hartford  Nov. 
;  15,  1718,  died  in  Poultney,  \'t.,  about  1770.  In 
1  1742  he  made  his  home  in  Enfield,  where  he  en- 
j  gaged  in  manufacturing.    Four  of  his  sons — Eben- 
>  ezer,  Leverett,  Helmont  and  Sanuiel — served  in  the 
!  Revolutionary  arniv,  and  one  of  them,  Leverett, 
was  captured  at  Fort  Ticonderoga  in  1776,  at  the 
'  age  of  twentv-three  years,  and  while  a  prisoner 
!  was  starved  tO' death.    On  July  8,  1741,  Samuel 
Kellogg  married  Mary  Steele,  daughter  of  Eben- 
'  ezer  and  jMelatiah  (Bradford)  Steele,  and  of  the 
i  fourth  generation  in  descent  from  Gov.  W'illiam 
liradford,  who  came  to  America  in  the  "May- 
flower" in  1620;  she  was  of  the  third  generation 
from  William  Bradford,  Jr.,  deputy-governor  of  the 
Plymouth  Colony, 
j        (V)  Ebcnezer  Kellogg,  l)orn  in  Enfield,  Conn., 
[  Sept.  6,  1751,  died  in  New  Hartford  July  17,  1843. 
!  He  served  in  tlie  Revolutionarv  war,  and  for  man.y 
j  vears   engaged   in   manufacturing.     0\\    Dec.  9, 
!  1779,  he  married  Molly  Bissell,  daughter  of  Joel 
I  and    Mercy    (Bishop)   Bissell,   granddaughter  of 
Lieut.  Isaac  Bissell,  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  a  de- 
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sccndant.  ot  Capt.  John  Bisscll,  of  W'iiulsor,  an 
olTicer  in  King  Pliilip's  war. 

George  Comiort  KcIli>Q"g'.  l)orn  in  Xc\v 
Hartford  March  17,  iTc^^^.  died  in  Xvw  Hartford 
April  It),  1S47.  ]Ie  was  president  of  the  Xew 
liartford  IMaiiufaoinrini;-  Co..  and  an  inventor  of 
niacliinerv  some  of  wineh  came  into  jiractical  and 
profitable  nse.  was  al.--o  active  in  local  politics, 
and  served  in  the  Lesrislatnre.  On  Dec.  3,  iSiS, 
lie  married  Clarissa  I'.rown,  d^mghter  of  Sanford 
and  Hannah  (Parsons)  J!rown,  gTanddaui::hter  of 
Daniel  Ihxiwn,  Jr.,  and  great-granddanghter  of 
Daniel  Drown,  of  Sandistield.  3.1as5.  Sanford 
Brown  served  in  the  war  of  1S12,  and  was  badly 
wonndcd. 

(\'II)  Samuel  X'elson  Kellogg  was  born  in 
Xew  Hartford,  Conn.,  X'ov.  21,  1S20,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  and  high  schools.  He  re- 
moved to  Hariford  in  1S37.  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  A.  3.1.  Collins  &  Sons,  wholesale  dry-goods 
dealers,  remaining  three  vears.  In  1S41  he  went  to 
St.  Louis,  wliere  he  was  a  partner  in  the  wholesale 
dry-goods  house  of  Collins  &  Kellogg  until  the 
beginning  of  the  Civil  war.  From  1864  to  1870 
he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  V.  Farwell  & 
Co.,  Chicago,  but  since  the  great  fire  of  1871  he 
has  lived  retired,  first  in  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  in 
1S76  returning  to  Hartford. 

On  Sept.  5,  1850,  !Mr.  Kellogg,  married  Helen, 
daughter  of  X'oah  and  Sophronia  (Parsons) 
Cooiey,  and  they  have  two  children,  Charles  C. 
and  Helen  Elizabeth.  In  politics  !Mr.  Kellog'g  is 
a  Republican,  and  he  and  his  family  attend  the 
Center  Church. 

EVELYX  L.  THORP,  blacksmith,  Milldale, 
town  of  Southington,  Hartford  County,  Connecticut. 

WILLIA^I  ERO  SMITH,  counsel  for  the  Trav- 
elers Insurance  Co.,  Hartford,  with  tlie  legal  busi- 
ness of  which  he  has  been  connected  since  January. 
1895,  has  been  identified  with  a  number  of  large 
corporations  and  insurance  companies  in  that  ca- 
pacity during  his  successful  professional  career  of 
a  quarter  of  a  centurv. 

Mr.  Bro  Smith  was  born  X'ov.  8,  1854,  in  X'ew 
York  City,  where  his  early  life  was  passed.  His 
preparatory  education  was  gained  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  schools  of  the  Christian.  Prothcrs, 
in  that  city,  and  he  studied  law-  with  Beach  &  Be- 
man  and  J.  S.  L.  Cummins.  Ijcing-  admitted  to  the 
Xew  York  Bar  in  I'ebruary.  187^),  since  when  he 
has  been  engaged  in  active  practice.  bV)r  the  first 
four  years  he  devoted  himself  to  general  law  work, 
but  his  energies  have  for  the  most  part  been  di- 
rected to  insurance  and  corporation  law,  as  counsel 
for  a  number  of  corporatirms  and  insurance  organi- 
zations. In  January,  1895,  he  came  to  Hartford,  to 
assume  a  connectLon  wiih  the  law  department  of  the 
Travelers  Insurance  Co.,  which  he  h.as  ever  since 
maintained,  and  in  1900  v.as  made  counsel — his 
present  incumbency.    He  is  now  a  member  of  the 


j  Hartfi:>rd  County  I'>ar.    Mr.  I'.ro  Smith  has  been 
I  director  in  various  corjioralions  in  Xew  York  and 
'  Xev,-  Jersey.    His  political  athliations  arc  with  tlie 
Dcnii.jcratic  partv.  in  the  work  of  which  he  took  an 
acli\"e  interest  while  in  X'ew  York  Citv. 

RICHARD  J.  GOODMAX,  a  member  of  the 
.  legal  profession  in  Hartford,  comes  of  a  family 
;  which  has  long  bci^n  one  of  the  most  respected  in 
Xew  England,  and  his  father  was  for  a  number  of 
years  a  prominent  business  man  of  Hartford. 
:        Richard  Goodman,  the  first  of  the  family  of 
which  we  have  record,  came  from  England  with  the 
Plymouth  Bay  Colony,  located  first  in  Cambridge, 
I  and  came  to  Hariford  with  Rev.  2\Ir.  Hooker,  be- 
i  ing  one  of  the  fiu'st  settlers.    Later  he    removed  to 
;  Hadley.  ^lass.,  where  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians 
April  I.  1676. 

The  next  in  line  of  descent,  also  named  Richard, 
was  born  March  23,  1663,  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  and 
came  to  Hartford,  where  he  died  r^Iay  14,  1730. 
I  ,      Timothy  Goodman,  son  of  Richard  (2),  was  born 
Sept.  22.  1706.  in  West  Hartford,  and  died  ]March 
I  12,    1786.      He     married    Johanna  AX'adsworth, 
j  granddaughter    of    Capt.    Joseph  \\'adsworth.,  of 
I  Charter  Oak  fame. 

Richard  Goodman,  son  of  Timothy,  was  born 
I  April  10,  1748,  in   W2St   Hartford,  and   died  in 
j  May,  1834.    He  served  in  the  Revolution,  being  a 
I  member  of  Capt.  Seymoiu-'s  Company. 
I       Aaron  Goodman,  son  of  Richard,  was  born  in 
West  Plartford,  lulv  20.  I773>  2.ncl  died  ]\Iarch  28, 
j  1832.  in  Hartford.    He  married  Alma  Cossitt,  who 
I  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 
I  They  had  a  large  family,  all  now  deceased,  of  whom 
I  are  mentioned:  Edward,  who  was  a  practicing  law- 
j  yer  in  Hartford  for  many  years ;  Julia ;  Almira ; 
!  and  Aaron  Cossitt,  father  of  our  subjecr. 
!       Aaron  Cossitt  Goodman  was  borii  April  23,  1822, 
I  in  West  Hartford,  and  there  passed  his  early  life, 
acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  He 
commenced  active  life  at  the  early   age  of  thirteen 
years,  in  1835  becoming  a  clerk  in  Sumner's  book 
store,  Liartford.    In  1841  he  went  to  Philadelphia, 
to  take  a  position  in  the  house  opened  there  bv  A.  S. 
Barnes  &  Co..  but  returned  to  Hartford  the  year  fol- 
i  lov.-ing  and  went  into  partnership  with  his  former 
employer,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sumner  &  Good- 
man.   Buying  his  partner  out  in  1848,  he  contin- 
ued the  business  alone  until  1852.  when  he  em- 
barked in  the  paper  business  in  X"ew  York  City. 
]\rr.  Goodman  was  one  of  the' original  stockholders 
and  directors  of  the  Phrcni.x  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Co.,  of  Hartford,  and  became  president  thereof  in 
1875.  having  returned  to  that  city  in  1873  and  se- 
cured the  controlling  interest  in  its  stock.    He  con- 
tinued in  that  position  until  1889,  in  which  year  the 
company  was  reorganized  and  he  sold  out,  dissolv- 
ing his  connection  with  the  concern.    From  that 
time  imtil  his  death  IMr.  Goodman  lived  quietly, 
interesting  himself  in  various  public  and  private 
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cliaritit'S.  Wc  was  a  UK-inhcr  of  Trinity  Cluiroh. 
l-"ratcrna!ly  ho  affihatcd  w  ith  the  1.  ( ).  O.  l-".  and  tlie 
v.  A.  M.,  in  the  latter  connection  holding  nieniher- 
shij)  in  St.  John's  I.odge.  During  his  earlier  man- 
hood he  helonged  to  the  fire  dei)artmcnt.  serving  in 
tlie  old  Sack  and  I'.ucket  Company;  and  was  cap- 
tain of  the  Hartford  Light  (.ir.ard.  formerly  the 
Buckingham  Rides,  and  served  on  il;e  staff  ol  Gen. 
Frank  ilacon.     .Mr.  Croodman  (lied  July  29,  iSoQ. 

Aaron  C.  Goodman  married  .Miss  .\nnie  AL 
Jolinston,  a  native  of  Xew  York  City,  daughter  of 
Robert  R.  and  Mary  Sears  (Hatch)  Johnston.  .Mr. 
Johnston  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  in  West- 
field.  .\.  J.  The  Johnstons  are  thonght  to  he  de- 
sceiuknl  from  Dr.  John  Johnston,  wh.o  came  to  this 
country  from  Scotland  in  1O85,  and  settled  at  Perth 
Amboy,  X.  J.  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Johnston  was  also 
descended  from  an  old  family,  one  of  her  ancestors 
being  John  .\J.':n.  of  the  ■■.Ma}  rtower."'  Of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aaron  C.  Goodman  four 
are  Jiving:  Annie  G.,  who  married  Rev.  John  F. 
Plumb,  of  St.  John's  Church,  Xew  Milford;  Emilie, 
who  married  Rev.  Richard  Wright,  of  Windsor 
Locks:  Mary  .\. :  and  Richard  J.  Edward  died  in 
1S72.  in  Brooklyn.  Xew  York. 

Richard  J.  Goodman  was  born  r**[arch  23.  1S75, 
in  Hartford.  After  attending  the  common  schools 
and  the  Hartford  Public  High  School  he  entered 
the  Academic  Department  of  Yale  Cniversitv,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1896,  and  in  1809  gi'^tduated 
from  the  Yale  Law  School,  being  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  January  of  that  }-ear. 

THOALAS  F.  KAXE,  A.  B..  M.  D.,  one  of 
Hartford's  able  and  successful  physicians,  was  born 
in  that  city  Feb.  23,  1863,  and  his' large  practice  has 
been  gained  among  those  who  have  known  him  from 
childhood. 

Like  many  of  our  most  enterprising  citizens  he 
is  of  Irish  descent,  the  family  having  originated  in 
County  Clare,  Ireland.  His  grand^father,  Daniel 
Kane,  was  a  tenant  farmer  in'  County  Clare,  till- 
ing a  larger  estate  than  the  average,  and  wielded 
a  decided  influence  in  local  affairs.  Of  his  children 
only-  one  son,  Patrick,  lived  to  adult  age. 

Patrick  Kane,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  County  Clare,  received  a  good  education  for  his 
time  in  the  Xational  schools  of  his  native  place,  and 
became  a  farmer.  In  1846  he  crossed  the  .\tlan- 
tic,  landing  at  St.  John,  X.  B.  In  1847  he  located 
at  Hartford,  where  his  remaining  \  ears  were  spent 
as  a  lalK)rer.  his  death,  occurring  in  1867.  He  was 
a  man  of  good  natural  abilities,  and  his  honest,  up- 
right character  won  him  the  respect  of  all  who  knew 
him.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Catholic,  and 
after  his  removal  to  Hartford  he  became  a  member 
of  St.  Peter's  Church,  with  which  his  family  is  still 
identified.  He  married  Bridget  Spellacy,  \vlio  is 
now  living  in  Hartford,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three, 
and  they  had  four  children  :  Mary,  who  has  been 
a  teacher  in  the  South  school  of  Idartford  for  twen- 
ty-two years ;  Margaret  Matilda,  a  teacher  in  Brown 


1  school  district  for  eighteen  years  ;  Thomas  F.,  our 
j  subject:  and  Miss  .\ellie,  who  is  at  home.  Mrs. 
!  Kane  is  a  woman  of  strong  character,  and  when  left 
\  a  widow  with  four  children  to  suj^port  she  braveiv 
j  luet  the  task,  giving  them  all  excellent  educational 
I  advantages.    Sh.e  was  born  in  County  Clare.  Jre- 
I  land,  and  Was  the    first  of  her  famils-  to  come  to 
.\merica.    .As  time  passed  she  sent  for  others,  and 
finally,  in  1S46.  her  father.  James  Spellacv.  sailed 
from  Limerick  to  complete  the  family  circle  here. 
]>y  occupation  James  Spellacy  was  a  farmer,  and 
after  coming  to  .\merica  located  on  a  farm. 

Thoiuas  E.  Kane  first  attended  the  .SoiUh  school 
in  Hartford,  and  after  a  few  years'  study  in  the  high 
school  went  to  Worcester.  Mass.,  in  1880.  to  etner 
the  College  of  the  Holy  Cross.  He  completed  the 
classical  course  in  1884.  receiving  the  degree  of 
.\.  B.,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  entered  the 
I  Medical  Department  of  Harvard  College,  where 
j  he  remained  two  years.  The  last  year  of  his  course 
was  spent  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College. 
Xew  York  City,  and  on  graduating,  in  1SS7.  he 
established  himself  in  general  practice  at  Hartford. 
He  has  never  had  a  ])artner,  and  his  success  lias 
been  gained  solely  on  his  own  merits,  as  shown  in 
the  effective  treatment  of  disease.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  City,  County,  and  State  Aledical  Societies,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  exectuive  committee  of  the  city 
organization.  Socially  the  Doctor  is  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  he  is  proruinent 
in  municipal  affairs,  although  not  especially  inter- 
ested in  the  political  questions  of  the  day.  In 
1 89 1  and  1897  lie  was  electetl  a  member  of  the  board 
of  school  visitors,  for  terms  of  three  years,  and  in 
18^3  he  was  appointed  a  health  commissioner  by 
Alavor  Havden.  in  this  work  proving  so  invalua- 
ble that  he  has  since  served  continuously,  having 
been  re-appointed  in  1S96  and  1S99.  In  the  spring 
of  1900  he  was  elected  president  of  the  board  of 
I  health. 

FREDERICK  R.  LOYDOX.  Connecticut  State 
-Agent  for  the  Travelers  Insurance  Co..  Hartlord, 
has.  in  his  connection  with  various  leading  com- 
j  panics,  become  well  and  favorably  known  in  in- 
surance circles  in  that  city.   He  is  of  good  .American 
I  stock,  being  descended  on  the  maternal  side  from 
i  the  Backus  family,  one  of  the  oldest  in  Connecti- 
I  cut.  and  his  father  served  honorably  in  both  the 
Mexican  and  Civil  wars,  being  in  the  army  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Loydon  was  born  .Aug.  6,  i8(ji,  in  Cuba. 
.Allegany  Co.,  X'.  A'.,  son  of  Marshall  Alarvin  and 
Alary  Alelinda  (  l"!ackus )  Loydon.  Alarshall  AI. 
Loydon  was  i>orn  Se])t.  29.  1820,  in  Boston.  Alass., 
where  he  spent  his  early  life,  and  learned  the  tailor's 
trade. 

On  Sept.  2r.  1840,  he  enlisted,  at  I'tica.  X'.  A'., 
in  the  Cnited  .Slates  service,  and  remained  in  the 
army  five  \ears,  being  discharged  Sept.  21.  1845, 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  at  Fort 
AJarion,  Ela.,  as  a  private  of  Company  E,  8th 


I  


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


91 


rnitcd  States  Infantry.  He  saw  service  in  the 
Indian  antl  Mexican  wars  under  (.ien.  Xohle.  Mr. 
I.ovtlon  resitlcd  in  various  places,  in  L'anatln.  Clii- 
oa'^o.  111..  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  finally  removed  to 
Xcw  York  State,  settling;'  in  the  w  estern  part.  ( ^n 
Mav  I.  1861,  he  enlisted  from  Cuba  for  service  in 
the  Civil  war.  raising:;'  one  of  the  tirst  companies 
in  western  Xew  York  State,  at  the  tirst  call  for 
troops.  At  the  time  he  held  the  rank  of  second 
lieutenant  in  the  ('4th  Regiment.  30th  liriq-adc.  8th 
Division,  New  York  State  Militia,  his  commission 
being  dated  Aug-.  6.  1S5S.  On  his  enlistment  he  was 
made  captain  in  the  23d  X'.  Y.  A'.  I.,  with  which 
he  served  six  months,  when  he  resigned.  Re-enlist- 
ing, he  was  on  Aug.  27,  ]8(')2,  appointed  first  lieu- 
tenant in  the  I3(nh  X.  Y.  \'.  I.,  having  raised  an- 
other company,  with  which  he  served  in  all  its 
skirmishes  and  engagements  until  his  resignation, 
when  he  returned  to  Cuba.  X.  Y.  Reniovin':i  to 
Mayville,  Chautauqua  Co.,  X'.  Y.,  he  there  raised  an- 
other company  at  the  close  of  1863.  entering  the 
service  with  same  Jan.  6,  1S64.  on  which  date  he 
was  made  captain  of  Company  L,  15th  X'.  \'. 
C.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Xewmarket,  and  shortly 
afterward  came  home  on  sick  leave,  and  he  fUed 
within  two  weeks,  of  typhoid  fever.  Oct.  5,  1864. 
His  letters,  explaining  all  his  movements,  are  still 
in  the  possession  of  his  son,  our  subject.  !Mr. 
Loydon  was  activelv  engaged  in  many  battles  and 
actions  of  various  degrees  of  importance,  and  won 
an  enviable  record  for  bravery  and  honor.  He  was 
a  great  reader,  and  a  man  of  intelligence,  and  was 
universally  respected. 

On  X'ov.  5,  1857,  Mr.  Loydon  married  ]Mary 
^Melinda  Backus,  and  five  children  blessed  their 
union,  all  of  whom  survive  :  Charles  X'. ;  Josephine 
Clark.  ]\Irs.  J.  George  Young,  of  Hartford  ;  IMar- 
shall  'SL,  of  Xew  York;  Frederick  R.,  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch:  and  Albert  H..  who  is  with 
the  Daniels  'MiW  Co.,  Hartford.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband  ]Mrs.  Loydon  removed  to  Albion.  X". 
Y.,  residing  there  until  1874,  since  when  she  has 
made  her  home  in  Hartford.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  South  Congregational  Church. 

The  Backi"s  I-''amilv,  to  which  Mrs.  ^Inrv  ^M. 
Loydon  belongs,  was  founded  in  America  by  A\"illiam 
Backus,  of  Saybrook,  Conn.-,  1638,  he  being  the  com- 
mon ancestors  of  the  X'^orwich  and  A\'indham  countv 
famiHes.  In  i860  he  removed  to  Xorwich  as  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  of  the  pb.ce ;  was  made 
a  freeman  in  16(33,  ^^^^  f^^^'d  in  1664. 

(H)  \\'illiam  Backus  (2),  son  of  William  of 
Saybrook,  was  also  an  original  proprietor  (  f  Xor- 
wich. Conn.,  and  one  of  its  most  enterprisijig  set- 
tlers. Lfe  became  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
Windham;  was  one  of  the  sixteen  Xorwich  lega- 
tees of  Joshua  L'ncas,  from  which  estate  he  re- 
ceived three  shares  of  1,000  acres  each.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Pratt,  of  Say- 
brook. She  diefl  in  1730,  and  Mr.  Backus  about 
1720. 


!  (HI)  Sanuiel  Backus,  son  of  \Vil!iam  (2), 
born  in  i'>93.  married  in  17K;  Sarah  CJard,  and  li^cd 
in  \\  indham. 

(I\  )  Xathaniel   iiackus,  nf  Windham,  son  of 

I  Samuel,  born  in  1728.  married  in  1753  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Robert  Hebard.     She  died  in  1813, 

'  aged  eighty-three  years. 

I        ( \' )    Luther   I'.ackus.  son   of  X'athaniel.  born 
about  1772,  was  luarried  three  times,  and  was  the 
father  of  twenty-one  children,  the  largest  famil\'.  it 
is  believed,  ever  raised  in  Windham.  His  third  wife 
;  was  Melinda  Lyman.    ]Mr.  Backus  died  in  1855. 

(  \'l )  Henry  Backus,  son  of  Luther,  married  in 
'  1819  Susanna  D.  Sawyer,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
:  Susanna  (Dennison)  Sawver.  Mr.  Backus  died  in 
I  1841.  X'ine  children  were  born  to  this  marriage: 
i  Julia  A.,  Albert  H..  Christopher  A.,  Huldah  ^1., 
I  Eliza  E.,  Luther  F..  ?^Iarv  M..  Chester  H..  and 
George  A.  Four  still  survive:  Eliza  E..  ^frs. 
George  Severance,  of  Hudson,  Iowa:  Chester  H. ; 
i  George  A. ;  and  ^Nlary  ^L,  Mrs.  Loydon,  who  was 
j  born  Dec.  3,  1830.  in  \\'indham.  Connecticut. 

Frederick  R.  Loydon  received    his  education 
I  at  Albion,  X".  Y.,  and  Hartford,  attending  school 
[  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  he  became  a  cash 
boy  in  the  drv-goods  store  of  Hichborn  &  Foster,  re- 
;  maining  with  them  one  year.     For  the  next  six 
I  months  he  was  a  telegraph  messenger  boy,  and  then 
I  became  cashier  in  Capt.  Sluyter's  coffee-house  in 
I  Market  street,  holding  that  position  one  year,  after 
j  which   he   accepted  similar   emplovment   in  Fred 
Kingsley's  market,  on  Asvlum  street,  where  he  also 
discharged  the  duties  of  bookkeeper.    Here  he  re- 
mained six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  en- 
tered the  actuary's  department  of  the  Connecticut 
^lutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  serving  there  six  years. 
I  and  subsequently  four  years  in  the  bond  and  mort- 
1  gage  department,  resigning  in  Julv,  1892,  when  he 
j  became  State  agent  of  the  Lnited  States  ^lutual 
Accident  Association  of  X'ew  York.    On  Jan..  12, 
1895,  ^^i"-  Loydon  engaeed  with  the  Travelers  as 
District  Agent,  continuing  thus  until  March.  1807. 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  position  he  still  holds, 
that  of  State  Agent.    !Mr.  Lovdon  has  attained  t'.ie 
thirty-second  deeree  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
ing a  tnetuber  of  St.  John's  I-odge.  X'o.  4..  F.  &  A. 
^r. ;  Wolcott  Council.  R.  &  S.   M. :  Pythagoras 
i  Chapter,  R.  A.  !M. :  \\'ashington  Commanderv,  K. 
!  T. :  Scottish  Rite  ^fasons:  and  a  charter  member  of 
I  Sphinx  T emple.  Mystic  Shrine, 
j       On  Sept.  16.  1886,  Mr.  Lovdon  married  Miss 
IMarv  L.  Reillv.  a  native  of  Hartford,  and  they  have 
had  three  children:  ^farv  Elizabeth  and  Frederick 
R..  Jr.,  survive:  L'rania  Tosej)hine.  the  second,  died 
I  when  eleven  days  old.    Mrs.  Loydon  is  one  of  t!ie 
ten  children  bom  to   Christopher   and  Elizabeth 
('\\'eldon)   Reillv.  five  of  whom  are  still  living: 
Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Warren  S.  Ta\lor:  Annie  J.  ;  Chris- 
topher ].,  who  is  in  the  Kl')ndike:  Jnhn  F..  an 
eh'ctririan  at  the  Connecticut  State  Prison:  nnd 
Mary  L.,  Mrs.  Loydon,  who  is  the  youngest.  The 
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father,  who  was  a  cuiUraclur  aiul  buiUlcr  for  nianv 
vi-ars,  (lied  at  the  age  of  sixty- live.  The  luotiier  is 
still  liviiu;'. 

lIi:.\RV  STAXWOOD  ATWOOD  is  one  of 
the  progressive  eiti;^eiis  of  iiartforil,  a  man  of 
wealth,  and  one  wliuse  success  in  life  is  the  result 
of  his  own  assiduous  ellurts.  guided  bv  native 
shrewdness  and  sound  judgment. 

The  family  to  which  our  subject  belongs  traces 
its  descent  to  Dr.  Thomas  Atwootl,  who  was  one 
of  Cromwell's  captains  of  h.jrse  during  what  is  com- 
monh'  spoken  of  b"  l  .nglish  hislnrians  as  the  First 
Civil  war,  taking  part  m  the  four  great  battles  of 
that  struggle,  including  the  fierce  engagement  at 
Marston  .\ioor.  July  2,  1044.  The  old  soldier  set- 
tled at  Plymouth  in  1047,  and  died  at  W'ethersfield, 
Conn.,  in  1GS2.  At  the  age  of  hfty-nine  he  married 
a  lady  whom  he  iiad  seen  as  a  babe  in  the  cradle,  at 
the  hrst  honiescead  at  which  he  had  stopped  after 
landing  in  the  Xew  World.  He  was  the  father  of 
four  children,  of  whom  the  youngest,  Josiali.  was  the 
great-great-grandfather  of  Henry  S.  Atwood.  Jo- 
siali Atwood  was  born  C)ct.  4,  1673,  and  died  Jan. 
I/)  ^753-  He  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  settle 
ill  the  Connecticut  Colony.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
^^'est  India  trade,  and  the  loss  of  a  vessel  with  its 
cargo  so  affected  his  fortune  that  he  was  obliged  to 
surrender  to  his  creditors  the  manor  house  which 
he  had  inherited  from  his  father.  His  son,  Ashur, 
was  born  Dec.  27,  1729,  and  died  April  21,  1808. 
Ezekiel  Atwood.  son  of  Ashur,  and  grandfather  of 
Henrv  S.,  was  born  Aug.  19,  1764,  and  married  Han- 
nah Francis,  born  ]\Iarch  22  1770.  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Josiah,  born  April  26, 
1794;  Sarah,  [March  11,  1798  (married  Rev. 
Henrv  Stanwood,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich,  j  ;  and 
Francis,  Aug.  27,  1803. 

Francis  Atwood,  father  of  Henry  S.,  married 
Eunice  E.  \Miite,  Jan.  14,  1840.  Her  father,  Sam- 
uel White,  served  his  country  as  a  soldier  in  two 
wars,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  enlisting  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary army ;  he  was  then  so  short  that  he 
stod  on  tiptoe  in  order  to  comply  with  the  military 
requirements  as  to  height.  Returning  home,  he 
married,  at  Granby,  and  later  fought  in  the  war  of 
181 2.  His  second  marriage  was  to  a  Miss  East- 
man (daughter  of  Squire  Eastman),  who  was  the 
grandmother  of  Henry  S.  Francis  Atwood  was 
the  father  of  three  sons:  Herman  W.,  Oliver  E., 
and  Henry    Stanwood.    Herman  born  Nov. 

22,  1840,  was  a  prominent  druggist  in  Xew  York 
City,  his  store  being  located  at  Xo.  846  Broadway ; 
he  died  Oct.  22,  1897.  Oliver  E.  was  born  Sept. 
14,  1843,  ^"d  died  Feb.  11,  1888,  at  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois. 

Henry  S.  Atwood  was  born  June  i,  1847.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  at  the 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Commercial  College,  in  Hart- 
ford. When  eighteen  years  old  he  went  to  X'ew 
York,  to  begin  a  mercantile  career,  but  within  a 
year  his  father's  failing  health  necessitated  his  re- 


turn home,  and  in   1866  he  took  charge  of  tlie 
farm,  which  embraced  150  acres.    On  attaiiiipg  ins 
majority  he  bought  the  property,  assuming  ;ui  in- 
debtedness of  S2 1.000.    l-"or  so  voung  a  man,  v.  ith- 
I  out  fin;uicial  resources,  such  a  liur(.Ien  woui<l  ai^xar 
to  Ijc  stupendous,    i'.ul  he  had  inherited  from  his 
Keve'lulionafy  graiulsire  a  cuurage  and  hardiliood 
equal  til  the  task.    He  was  young,  strong,  both 
physically  and  mentall}',  of  resolute  will  and  earnest 
j  perseverance:  whv  should  he  hesitate?      The  residt 
'  more    than    justified    his    ccMifidence    in  himself. 
!  W  ithin  a  few  vears  his  debt  had  become  merely  a 
'  memorv,  and  his  p!uck  and  industry,  joined  to  sa- 
\  gacity,  had  placed  him  on  the  high  road  to  success, 
i  For  some   five  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  whole- 
t  sale  milk  business,  his  annual  sales  aggregating 
S5.000.    Dealing-  in  cattle  formed  one  of  his  chief 
interests  for  fifteen  years,  his  purchases  being  made 
I  chiefly  in  Xew  York  and  Connecticut,  and  not  in- 
[  frequently  amounting  to  eighty  head  in  a  day.  He 
i  has  also  been  interested  in  buying  and  selling  fine 
;  horses,  and,  to  a  limited  extent,  in  breeding  the 
same,  sometimes  selling  a  team  for  as  much  as 
I  ^2,000. 

I       Air.  Atwood  has  from  time  to  time  disposed  of 
i  portions  of  his  original  farm,  yet  his  present  hold- 
:  ings  amount  to  se\"cnty-five  acres  of  valuable  land. 
■  The  story  of  such  lives  as  his  are  full  of  interest, 
I  and  to  young  men  such  narratives  convey  at  once 
!  a  lesson  and  an  encouragement.    Self-made  in  the 
i  best  sense  of  that  term,  which  is  too  often  employed 
to  explain  or  apologize  for  a  life  of  selfishness  and 
I  greed,  he  has  built  his  fortune,  stone  by  stone, 
j  through  indiistr}-  and  integrity,  and  in  the  construc- 
I  tion  of  the  edifice  has  never  lost  sight  of  his  duties 
j  to  his  fellows.    He  has  not  yet  passed  middle  life, 
and  Hartford  may  hope  for  much  from  the  public 
I  spirit  and  philanthrophv  of  such  men  as  he.  xA 
Repjublican  in  politics,  Air.  Atwood  has  never  cared 
to  take  a  prominent  part  in  political  aft'airs,  al- 
though in  1899  he  consented  to  represent  the  Eighth 
ward  in  the  city  council.    An  evidence  of  the  es- 
;  teem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  neighbors  and  fel- 
;  low  citizens  is  afforded  bv  the  fact  that  he  was 
;  elected  bv  a  majority  of  553,  polling  a  larger  vote 
i  than  had  been  cast  for  an  aldermanic  candidate  in 
:  manv  vears.    He  has  always  cherished  a  deep  inter- 
est in  popular  education,  and  is  treasurer  of  the 
Southwestern  school  district.    He  is  a  member  of 
j  Wyllys  Lodge,  Xo.  99,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  West  Hart- 
ford, and  attends  the  services  of  the  South  Congre- 
1  gational  Church. 

i  Mr.  Atwood  married  llattie  AI.  Brewer,  who 
{  was  born  in  Unionville,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
[  Joshua  B.  Brewer.  They  have  had  three  children: 
!  Louise  E..  born  Julv  27,  1887;  Florence,  born 
1  X'ov.  25,  1892,  who  died  March  19.  1895;  and  Shir- 
i  lev,  born  March  31,  1896. 
1 

I       HOX.  JOHX  W.  ITI.XYER  rdeceascd).  son 
!  of  Caleb  and  Patience  (Philliris)  'fhax  er.  and  father 
of  George  B.  Thayer,  of  Hartfurd,  was  born  at 
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Sterling.  Conn..  Doc.  5,  iSn).  Mis  .Tnocstral  line 
is  traced  through  Caleb,  Renlx'-.i,  Joseph,  F.phraini 
and  Shadracli  to  Thomas  'riiaycr,  a  native  of 
Thornbury,  England,  w  ho  came  to  .\mcrica  in  1O30, 
settling  on  a  large  farm  in  Braintree,  Atassachusetts. 

After  receivmg  a  common-school  education  John 
W.  Thayer  began  the  trade  ot  wool  sorter,  and,  I 
alter  working  at  one  or  two  other  places,  tinallv  look  j 
a  contract  at  W  atorford,  Alass.    Here  he  was  mar-  j 
ried,  April  2.  which  event  will  be  fully  spoken  | 

of  farther  on),  and  tlie  nc.\i  day  he  anil  his  bride  j 
started  overland  for  Rockville.  Conn.,  where  he  had 
entered  into  a  business  arrangement  with  the  Xew 
England  Co.,  one  of  the  woolen  n;anufacturing  con- 
cerns of  that  place.  The  journey  occupied  two  days, 
undertaken  in  a  sleigh,  but  ending  on  wheels.  From 
the  position  of  wool  sorter  Air.  Thayer  soon  rose 
to  be  superintendent  of  the  Xew  England  Co.,  filling 
that  position  successfully  several  years.  In  1S60 
he  bought  the  Ellington  Alills,  situated  on  the  Hock- 
anum  river,  about  two  miles  west  of  Rockville,  to- 
gether with  the  tenements  connected  with  the  mill, 
and  about  fifty  acres  of  land.  He  soon  built  a  num- 
ber of  cottages  for  his  employes,  beautified  the  vil- 
lage in  many  ways,  and  named  it  "Windermere," 
from  Lake  W  indermere,  in  the  lake  regions  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  July,  1861,  while  the  mill  was  running  day 
and  night,  making  army-  blankets,  the  two  upper 
stories  of  the  five  were  destroyed  by  fire,  involving 
a  heavy  loss  upon  the  company,  and  a  few  years 
later  the  picker  house  was  destroyed  by  fire ;  yet, 
notwithstanding  these  and  other  reverses,  his  man- 
agement of  the  concern  was  so  successful  that  his 
stock  in  the  Windermere  \\  oolen  Co.  was  at  one 
time  worth  $100,000. 

Col.  Thayer  early  took  an  interest  in  military 
affairs.  In  1S56  he  was  appointed  adjutant  of  the 
Fifth  Regiment,  State  Alilitia.  In  1857  he  was 
chosen  major,  in  1858  lieutenant-colonel,  and  in 
i860  was  elected  colonel  of  the  same  regiment,  the 
last  two  commissions  being  signed  bv  \\'illiam  A. 
Buckingham,  afterward  the  "War  Governor''  of 
Connecticut. 

In  politics  Col.  Thayer  was  a  Republican  from 
the  first.  In  1855  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  Rockville  as  a  Know- Noth- 
ing. In  1865  he  was  again  elected  to  the  House, 
this  time  from  the  town  of  Ellington,  a  Democratic 
stronghold.  In  1871  he  was  nominated  for  the 
Senate  from  the  Twentieth  district,  heretofore  a 
Democratic  one,  and,  after  a  lively  contest,  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  forty.  He  also  held  many 
minor  town  offices. 

Our  suljjcct  was  a  great  lover  of  music,  studying 
it  thoroughly.  He  taught  singing  in  his  native 
town,  in  Waterford  and  in  Rockville,  and  led  the 
choir  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  of  the 
latter  place  for  seventeen  consecutive  years.  He 
was  also  captain  of  Talcott's  Fifth  Regiment  Band 
for  many  years. 


In  187.;,  after  several  years  of  struggle  against 
certain  adverse  circumstances  connected  witii  tb.c 
W  indermere  Woolen  Alills,  Col.  Thayer  sold  out  ins 
interest  in  the  same  to  a  Boston  comn'.ission  house, 
and  in  the  following  spring  returned  to  Rockville. 
The  long  continued  mental  strain,  howe\  er,  resulted 
in  nervous  prostration,  and  treatment  in  the  Con- 
necticut Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Aliddletown  was 
thought  advisable.  In  a  few  months  he  had  re- 
covered completely,  and  was  appointed  supervisor 
of  the  institutirm.  In  a  short  time  he  was  made 
clerk,  a  position  requiring  the  financial  oversight 
of  a  community  of  1.500  people,  and  involving  the 
outlay  of  Si, 000  per  day,  and  this  position  he  re- 
tained until  his  death.  The  hold  which  he  gained 
upon  the  afi;ections  of  the  physicians  and  attendants 
of  the  institution  was  shown  by  their  setting  apart 
a  day,  after  his  death,  for  planting  trees  about  the 
beautiful  grounds  in  memory  of  him.  The  land- 
scape gardening  around  the  institution  was  the  re- 
sult of  his  fine  taste  and  oversight.  He  also  in- 
stituted a  system  of  outdoor  exercise  for  the  pa- 
tients, which  resulted  in  nnich  good  to  them,  and 
caused  the  board  of  trustees  officially  to  commend 
it  in  their  reports.  Col.  Thayer  died  Alarch  19, 
1889,  and  lies  buried  in  Grove  Hill  cemetery,  at 
Rockville. 

Col.  Thayer,  in  his  business  relations,  was  the 
soul  of  honor,  and  in  public  affairs  a  leading  spirit 
in  the  community.  In  his  acquaintances  he  conde- 
scended to  men  of  lov/  degree,  and  in  the  bonds  of 
friendship  drew  others  to  him  with  lifelong  attach- 
ments. He  hated  hypocrisy  in  every  form,  and 
strove  to  be  esteemed  himself  only  for  what  he  was. 
Pope  was  his  favorite  author.  He  early  accepted 
the  conclusions  arrived  at  in  Darwin's  "Origin  of 
Species."  In  his  home  he  was  kind  and  affectionate, 
though  of  a  highly  sensitive  temperament,  indul- 
gent, and  ever  planning  to  make  that  home  a  happy 
one. 

On  April  2,  1843,  in  the  Freewill  Baptist  Church, 
Waterford,  Alass.,  Col.  John  W.  Thayer  was  mar- 
ried to  Adaline  Burton,  daughter  of  Raymond  and 
Deborah  (Sayles)  Burton.  Rev.  AI.  Burlingame 
performing  the  ceremony.  Three  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  as  follows:  (_i)  Adelbert  P..  born 
Aug.  5,  1846,  is  associated  with  the  Tinics-Repiib- 
lican  in  Alarshalltown,  Iowa.  On  June  9,  1870,  he 
married  Annie  J.  Whiton,  born  Feb.  4,  1849,  at 
Charleston,  Alass.,  and  six  children  were  born  to 
them,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being:  John 
W.,  Alarch  26,  1871  ;  George  F.,  Oct.  23,  1872; 
Alinnie  R.,  April  17,  1874;  Nellie  G.,  Nov.  14,  1876; 
Lillian  E.,  Alarch  7,  1879  (died  Oct.  7,  1879)  ;  and 
Kent,  June  2,  1881  (died  Oct.  29,  i8Sr).  (2)  Flo- 
rine,  born  Feb.  14,  185 1,  married  Col.  AlcCray,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  farther  on.  (3)  George 
Burton,  born  Alay  13,  1853,  sketch  of  whom  imme- 
diately follows. 

George  Bfrrrox  Tii.wicr,  son  of  the  late  Col. 
'  Thayer,  received  a  liberal  education  at  the  i)ublic 
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M.'l;ools  ot  Ivockvilk'  and  I'Uiiii^ton.  Conn.,  aftor 
wliicli  lor  several  years  lie  had  ehari.:e  ot  the  com- 
pany L;i\'Cery  store  at  \\  iiulerniei  e.  and  pureha.-ed 
another  al  \  ernon  De[X)t.  In  i8S'>  he  came  to  Hart- 
ford tci  accept  a  position  as  rcixirter  on  the  /::v;;;;;;; 
Post,  antl  later  on  the  Hartford  Cov.raiit,  which  po- 
sitions he  filled  until  1894.  At  the  a^e  of  forty- 
llireo  years  he  commenced  th.e  study  of  law  at  Vale 
Law  School,  graduating::  in  the  class  of  '97.  and 
then  took  a  jx)st-g-ra(luate  course  in  the  same 
institutic">n. 

In  ^iay,  1898,  Mr.  Thayer  left  w  ith  Comi)any  K. 
First  Coimecticut  \  olunteer  Infantry,  and  was  mus- 
tered oiu  six  months  later,  at  the  close  of  the  Span- 
isli-American  war.  rieing  a  direct  descendant  c^f 
Col.  John  Sayles  atid  Capt.  Jeremiah  Irons,  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  he  is  a  memlier  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  which  so- 
ciety presented  hiiu  with  a  gold  medal  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  patriotic  services  during  the  war  with 
Spain ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  His- 
torical SocRny.  Mr.  Thayer  is  the  author  of  several 
works,  including  "T'edal  and  Patli,"  "Thayer  and 
Btirton  Ancestry,"  and  a  "History  of  Comi)any  K, 
First  Connecticut  \'olunteer  Infantry,  dui-ing  the 
Spanish- American  \\  ar." 

On  Feb.  28,  18S1,  George  B.  Thayer  was  mar- 
ried, at  Danielsville,  Conn.,  to  ]\Iiss  Kate  W.  Til- 
linghast,  and  one  child,  Charles  Tillinghast,  bcrn 
!\Iay  14,  1S82,  has  come  to  this  union. 

COL.  \VILLIA:\I  B.  .McCRAY.  whose  death 
occurred  in  Hartford  on  Jan.  22,  1S99,  had  been 
for  years  a  prominent  insurance  man  in  Hartford, 
and  had  also  been  prominently  connected  with  the 
National  Guard.  In  his  business,  social  and  mili- 
tary associations  he  was  exceedingly  well  liked  by 
his  associates. 

Col.  McCray  was  born  in  Ellington,  Conn.,  Dec. 
16,  1852.  a  son  of  Henry  and  Roxanna  (Kimball) 
McCray,  who  were  born  at  Ellington.  Col.  ]\IcCray 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  business  in  Hartford,  where 
he  made  a  reputation  for  high  character  and  hon- 
esty. He  was  a  member  of  the  insurance  firm  of 
Kimball  &  }vIcCray,  formerly  C.  C.  Kimball  &  Co. 
His  connection  with  the  National  Guard  began  Feb. 
I,  1872,  when  he  was  appointed  commissary-ser- 
geant on  the  non-commissioned  staff  of  the  First 
Regiment.  On  ^Nlarch  27,  same  year,  he  was  ap- 
pointed, bv  Col.  Hamilton,  adjutant  of  the  regiment, 
with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  which  position  he 
resigned  Feb.  17,  1874.  On  Aug.  23,  1878,  he  was 
appointed,  by  Col.  Barbour,  paymaster  of  tlie  regi- 
ment, with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  in  which 
position  he  remained  until  18S4,  when  he  resigned. 
Upon  his  own  application  he  was  placed  on  the  re- 
tired list  of  the  Connecticut  National  Guard,  C>ct. 
29,  1895.  On  Dec.  8,  1897,  he  was  made  colonel 
and  aide-de-camp  on  the  staft'  of  Gov.  Cooke.  Col. 
McCray  had  a  h.appy  and  genial  temperament,  was 
fond  of  the  society  of  his  friends,  and  attracted 


j  them  to  him  in  large  numbers.  His  death,  was  sin- 
!  cerely  regretted  by  all  who  knew  \\\\\\. 
j  "After  days  and  nights  of  weary,  patient  wait- 
I  ing.  without  murmur  or  complaint,  conscious  that 
!  the  summons  to  depart  could  xv^i  long  be  delayed, 
j  the  s>'ul  of  Wiliiam  B.  McCray  has  taken  its  tligh.t. 
!  Ju-'t  before  tlie  cluirch  bells  began  ringing  on  a 
beautiful  Sunday  morning,  when  the  noisv  wlieels  of 
industry  were  still,  and  the  hustling,  busv  world  was 
resting — could  there  be  a  more  fitting  time  to  die? 
Those  who  were  acquainted  with  Col.  McCrav  will 
miss  his  genial  companionship  and  rare  humor.  It 
is  not  our  purpose  to  attempt  to  eulogize  hiiii.  To 
tho^e  who  knew  him  it  would  be  unnecessarv.  To 
all.  it  may  be  said,  he  made  the  rough  places  in  lit"? 
easier  to  travel  over  for  those  who  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  in  his  companionship.  He  was  a  bene- 
factor of  humanity,  in  that  he  carried  sunshine  with 
him  and  dispelled  shadow  by  his  genial  disposition. 
INIany  a  social  gathering,  especially  among  his  mili- 
tary friends,  has  enjoyed  his  witty  sayings  and  quick 
rejjartee.  He  was  a  host  as  an  entertainer,  and  had 
the  rare  ability  of  being  able  to  laugh  heartily  him- 
self. He  enjoyed  the  society  of  his  friends,  but 
nothing  was  so  dear  to  him  as  his  life  companion 
and  his  home.  He  was  a  devoted  husband,  and  his 
bereaved  widow  will  have  the  heartfelt  sympathy 
of  a  very  large  circle  of  friends. — A.  L.  G."  He 
left  considerable  estate,  among  his  bequests  being 
one  to  the  Hartford  Hospital,  tor  the  benefit  of 
friendless  women. 

On  ^Nlarch  3,  1S74,  at  Rockville,  Conn.,  Col. 
McCray  was  married  to  Miss  Florine  Thayer,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Col.  John  W.  Thayer,  and  she  sur- 
vived him  but  seven  weeks.  There  are  no  children. 
Mrs.  McCrav  was  author  of  "The  Life-Work  of  the 
Author  of  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  "  "Wheels  and 
Whims,"  and  "Environment." 

JOHN  E.  HIGGINS  (deceased),  for  many 
years  the  capable  and  popular  city  and  town  clerk, 
also  registrar  of  vital  statistics,  Hartford,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  born  June  19,  1844,  in  New 
London,  where  he  received  a  substantial  public- 
school  education. 

Edward  Higgins,  his  father,  born  in  Ireland, 
was  a  quarryman  by  occupation,  and  came  to  Port- 
land, Conn.,  where  he  worked  for  several  years  in 
the  quarrv  there,  and  passed  the  rest  of  his  days, 
dving  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  He  mar- 
ried ^lary  }vIcDoland,  also  a  native  of  Ireland,  and 
bv  iier  had  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  living: 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  Patrick  Lawder,  of  Middle- 
town;  Marv,  widow  of  James  ^Murphy,  of  Middle- 
town;  and  Margaret.  The  mother  was  called  from 
earth  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  and  her  parents  both, 
died  at  advanced  years,  the  father  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine,  the  mother  when  seventy-three. 

John  E.  Higgins  was  a  small  boy  when  the 
familv  moved  from  New  London  to  Portland, 
Conn.,  and  he  there  received  his  education  at  tlie 
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inililic  scliools,  tho  pi'osont  Statu  Secretary  Clark 
W-ing  his  toachcr.  At  the  outhreak  of  the  Civil 
war  -Mr.  Hi,«:gins  was  a  teaelier  in  the  J'orllaiKl 
ivjblie  schools,  having;-  received  his  appoiiunient 
through  ^Ir.  Clark,  but  this  position  he  resigned 
lo  enlist,  in  iSoJ.  a's  nmsician.  in  the  3rd  United 
States  Artiller}-.  serving  under  Maj.-Cien.  John  A. 
Dicks  and  Cien.  Burhank.  At  tlie  expiration  of 
three  vears,  in  August,  18(13,  he  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge  and  rettn-ned  to  Portland.  In 
the  following  month  he  came  to  Hartford,  and  en- 
tered Colt's  Arm,«ry  as  an  employe,  remaining  un- 
til 1874,  in  which  year  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  cilv  clerk  an^i  regi>trar  of  N-ital  statistics  for 
Hartford,  which  incinuhency  he  filknl  continuously 
(with  exception  of  the  xear  1S80)  tuuil  1S95, 
when  a  severe  attack  of  rheumalis.m  compelled 
him  to  confine  himself  to  his  room,  which  he  never 
after  left,  for  the  thre'e  years  preceding  his  death 
being  a  helpless  invalid,  unable  to  take  a  single 
step;  although  a  terrible  sufferer,  he  retained 
his  sunny  disposition  to  the  end,  which  came  Dec. 
10,  1900.  His  career  as  city  and  town  clerk  and 
registrar  was  one  of  marked  succ'ess,  giving  emi- 
nent satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  In  fact,  while 
.a  pronounced  Democrat,  his  career  as  a  public  offi- 
cial was  so  characterized  by  devotion  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  comiuunity  at  large,  without  regard  to 
party  lines,  that  he  received  the  enthusiastic  sup- 
port of  all,  without  regard  to  politics. 

Socially  ^Nlr.  Higgins  was  a  prominent  member 
of  Robert  O.  Tyler  I'ost,  G.  A.  R.,  and  took  an 
-active  part  in  the  noted  veteran  assemblages  and 
demonstrations  that  have  taken  plade  in  Hartford 
^ince  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  Green  Cross  Council,  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus, and  of  the  Hartford  Lodge  of  Elks.  For 
s'everal  years  he  vcas  affiliated  with  the  Sons  of  St. 
Patrick.  As  a  musician  he  was  a  member  of  Colt's 
Band,  in  which  lie  played  the  euphonium  and  slide 
trombone;  was  president  of  the  band  several  years, 
and  at  tWe  time  of  his  death  was  the  oldest  living 
member,  having  joined  in  1868  and  played  until 
1890.  During  this  time,  among  the  scores  of  pa- 
rades in  which  this  band  took  part,  that  of  the 
National  Convention  of  Hand  Engine  Companies, 
held  in  Philadelphia,  was  the  largest.  Colt's  Band 
in  this  parade  waited  for  seven  hours  in  their  place 
before  thev  had  an  opportunity  to  fall  in  line,  al- 
lowing 210  bands  to  pass.  Of  the  members  of  the 
band  present  on  that  occasion,  only  two  are  now 
living.  For  twenty-five  years  'Mr.  Higgins  was  a 
member  and  attendant  of  St.  Peter's  Catholic 
Church,  at  the  time  of  his  decease  being  connected 
with  the  Cathedral  Parish. 

On  Aug.  16.  1873,  Mr.  Higgins  was  married 
to  Adella  K.  Collins,  of  Springfield,  daughter  of 
James  D.  and  Julia  Collins,  the  former  of  whoin 
was  employed  during  the  Civil  war  as  a  barrel 
rifi'er,  having  had  a  contract  with  the  Sharp's  Gun 
Co.,  at  Hartford,  later  with  the  Coll  Co.    He  af- 


terward went  to  England,  and  after  eighteen  months 
employment  tliere  with  the  firm  of  1'.  Firth  &  Sons 
returned  to  llartford;  h-e  is  now  a  resident  of 
Springfield,  Mass.  Mrs.  Higgins,  who  is  his  Only 
child,  is  an  excelleuL  musician,  and  a  fine  performer 
on  the  pianoforte. 

J 01 IX  FAIRMAX  (deceased)  was  for  more 
than  a  half  centurx'  a  prominent  and  inlluential  busi- 
ness man  of  Hartford.  He  belonged  to  that  old 
school  of  merchants  which  was  grounded  in  the 
principles  of  rectitude,  fair  dealing  and  intimate  re- 
lationship with  local  public,  political  and  social  af- 
fairs. He  was  most  highly  esteemed,  and  died  at  a 
ripe  age,  leaving  as  a  heritage  an  unl>lemi-shed  repu- 
tation, and  the  imperishable  impress  of  a  strong  and 
well-beloved  character. 

Mr.  Fairman  was  of  the  sixth  generation  of  an 
.early  X'ew  England  faniilv,  founded  in  1674  by 
John  h'airman,  son  of  Ebenezer  Fairman,  who  mi- 
grated from  Birmingham.  England,  and  settled  in 
Killingly,  Conn.  John  h'airman  (I)  had  one  son, 
John  l'"airman  (II  ),  who.  in  171-5,  married  Hannah 
Spalding.  Jonathan  Fairman  (III),  son  of  John 
and  Hannah  (Spalding)  I'airman,  was  born  March 
13,  1721,  and  married  Xov.  5.  1743,  IMary  Xancy 
Ware.  Jonathan  Fairman  (I\"),  son  of  Jonathan 
and  ?^Iary  Xancy  (Ware)  Fairman,  was  born  July 
10,  1744.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Cady,  and  became  •  a  resident  of  Stafford 
Springs,  Conn.  He  had  three  sons,  Jonatlian  C, 
Chester  and  .Simon.  Jonathan  C.  Fairman  (  \  ), 
son  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Cady)  Fairman, 
was  born  in  1783,  and  died  in  1816.  He  marricil 
Elizabeth  Turner,  and  to  them  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, Joseph,  Eliza,  Mary,  Clarissa,  and  John  (our 
subject) . 

John  Fairman,  our  subject,  was  born  Aug.  10, 
18 14,  in  Hartford,  Conn.  Orphaned  by  the  death  of 
his  father  two  years  later,  he  was  placed  in  care  of 
an  uncle  at  Haverhill,  X'.  H.,  with  \sdiom  he  remained 
during  his  early  boyhood.  He  then  went  to  Brook- 
lyn, X.  Y.,  and  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  with 
his  brother  Joseph.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  re- 
turned to  Hartford,  and  there  began  a  career  which 
was  terminated  only  bv  his  recent  death.  He  began 
as  a  clerk  for  Isaac  Hill,  and  was  later  a  salesman 
for  C.  S.  Ensign.  In  partnership  with  George  FIol- 
lirook  he  purchased  the  Ensign  store,  and  established 
the  boot  and  shoe  house  of  Fairman  &  Holbrook, 
which  later  became  Fairmati  &  Miller.  It  was 
located  on  the  site  of  the  present  Sage-Allen  build- 
ing. Thence  the  Inisiness  was  removed  to  the  L>Iock 
north  of  the  First  Baptist  church.  Fairman  & 
■Miller  were  succeeded  bv  Fairman  &-  Henry,  and 
after  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Plenry  'Mr.  Fairman 
assumed  entire  control,  continuing  uninterruptedly 
until  his  retirement  from  business  in  1893,  at  the 
age  of  nearly  eighty  vears.    He  died  .\pril  IC).  1899. 

Mr.  Fairman  was  a  director  of  the  Dime  Sav- 
ings I'ank.  and  for  man\'  vears  was  a  trustee  of  t!ic 
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First  Methodist  Church.  Ho  was  an  old  nicu'bcr 
of  the  First  Company,  (Governor's  I'oot  Guards, 
serving  under  .MaK^r  John  C.  Parsuns.  He  \\a,->  a 
Repubhoan  in  p^iHtics,  and  al)out  represented 
the  old  Se\enth  ward  in  tiie  council  boartl.  As  a 
business  man  and  neii;hl)or  he  was  one  of  the  must 
honoralile  and  kindly  of  men,  living  an  upright 
Christian  life,  lie  married  for  liis  hrst  wife  Char- 
lotte I'arsons,  daughter  of  Chester  and  I'liebe  i'ar- 
sons.  She  died  April  22,  1SS2.  Vov  h.is  second  wife 
he  married,  L>ct.  7,  1S85,  Emma  h'uller  iJi^^ell. 

Henry  yi.  Fairman,  son  of  John  and  Charlotte 
(Parson^)  bairman,  was  marriei.!  June  16,  18O9,  to 
Charlotte  \\  oodward. 

EDEX  H.  STC)CKER,  secretary  of  the  Billings 
&  Spencer  Co.,  Hartford,  and  well  known  among 
the  business  men  of  that  city,  was  born  April  23, 
1846,  'in  Hartland,  \t.,  where  the  family  was  prom- 
inent, his  father  and  grandfather  having  been  among 
the  most  useful  residents  of  that  town  in  their  da>\ 

The  first  of  'die  family  to  come  to  America  was 
a  non-conformist  clergymair  of  Scotland,  v.dio  lo- 
cated originally  in  ^Massachusetts,  his  descendants 
removing"  thence  to  \"ermont.  Eben  Stocker,  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Hopkinton,  ]\Ia53., 
where  he  passed  his  early  life,  and  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  Removing  from  his  native  place 
to  Hartland,  Windsor  Co.,  Vt.,  he  there  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  attaining  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-five  years.  Fie  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  public  affairs  of  his  adopted  town,  was  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  political  opinion,  and  was  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church.  By  his 
first  wife,  Abagail  Kimball,  like  himself  a  native  of 
Hopkinton,  Eben  Stocker  had  nine  children,  all  now 
deceased.    She  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years. 

Eben  ^F  Stocker,  son  of  Eben  and  Abagail  (Kim- 
ball) Stocker,  was  born  in  \\'indsor,  Vt.,  and  was 
a  child  when  the  familv  removed  to  Hartland,  where 
he  was  reared.  FFs  education  was  acquired  in  the 
common  schools.  He  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, conducting  the  largest  store  in  the  town, 
and  also  took  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs, 
serving  thirty  years  as  town  clerk,  and  representing 
his  town  in  the  State  Legislature  for  several  terms. 
His  long-continued  service  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
his  efficiency  and  trustworthiness,  and  he  was  re- 
spected by  those  who  knew  him  in  every  relation 
of  life.  Mr.  Stocker  spent  four  years  in  California. 
He  married  Lucia  D.  Lull,  who  was  born  in  Hart- 
land, daughter  of  Timothy  and  Susanna  (Delano) 
Lull,  and  three  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  now  the  only  survivor,  yir.  Stocker 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  Mrs.  Stocker  at 
the  age  of  sixty.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church.  Her  father,  Timothy  Lull,  was 
the  first  settler  in  Hartland,  going  up  the  river 
from  Charlestown  in  a  canoe.  His  familv  consisted 
of  si.x  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living, 
Almond,  a  resident  of  California. 


l-.bcn  11.  Stocker  spent  his  earlv  years  in  Hart- 
land and  Windsor,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  iJc  ha>  been  a  resident  of  Flart- 
lord  since  iS~2,  when  he  came  to  take  the  [xisition 
of  lxH:)kkeeper  with  the  concern  with  which  he  has 
ever  since  been  connected.  Id  1876  he  was  made 
secretary,  in  which  incunabency  he  is  still  retained, 
and  he  is  also  a  director  in  tliat  largj  concern.  IMr. 
Stocker  is  also  connected  with  the  C.  Billings  3.1  fg. 
Co.,  of  which  he  is  secretary  and  a  director.  Though 

:  a  pultlic-sjiirited  citizen,  business  absorbs  too  nuich 
of  his  time  to  allow  him  to  interest  himself  as  act- 

;  ively  in  politics  as  his  immediate  ancestors  have 

■  done.    He  is  independent  in  sentiment. 

i        Fi  1870  yir.  Stocker  married  ]\liss  Jennie  Hey- 
wood.  who  was  bom  in  Windsor,  Vt.,  daughter 
;  of  \\  illard  and  Juuily  ileywood,  who  had  a  family 

■  of  nine  cliildrcn.  five  now  living:  }tlrs.  A.  G. 
Couch,  of  .Vmherst,  Alass. :  !NF"s.  Fucia  Spauiding, 
of  Lancaster,  ]\[ass. ;  Fleazer,  who  is  in  the  West; 
]\Irs.  Eda  Jones ;  and  Henry,  of  Windsor,  Vt.  Mr. 

i  Heywood,  who  was  a  well  and  favorably  known 
i  man  in  his  town,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  his 
'  wife  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight,    yirs.  Jennie  Stocker 
I  died  in  18S1,  at  the  earlv  age  of  twenty-eight,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Frank  H..  who  is  now  engaged  in  the 
I  practice  of  medicine.    FIc  received  his  preparatory 
I  education  in  the  public  schools,  his  professional 
j  training  in  the  New  York  Homeopathic  jMedicf.l 
j  College,  Xew  York  Citv,  from  which  he  graduated, 
[  the  youngest  in  the  class,  taking  the  second  three- 
!  years  prize.    For  his  second  wife  our  subject  niar- 
;  ried  Fucy         Birge.  a  native  of  East  Ilartford, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Esther  Birge.  farming 
people;  her  father  is  deceased. 

GEORGE    ROBERTS    (deceased).     In  the 
death  of  this  gentleiuan,  on  !\Iarch  25,  1878,  at  his 
residence  in  Fafayette  street,   Hartford,  there  de- 
;  parted  from  life  a  prominent  business  man,  trusted 
;  and  honored  by  the  comiuunity  with  which  he  had  so 
long  been  identified. 

William  Roberts,  son  of  Catherine  Leete  and 
I  a  ^Ir.  "Robards,"  caiue  to  East  Hartford  frotn 
I  }*IiddIetown,  Conn.,  lived  near  the  foot  of  Smith's 
1  Lane,  on  the  IMeadow  FFII,  south  of  the  present 
"Bridge  Road" — the  main  street  at  that  time  fol- 
lowing- this  "^vleadow  I'.ank.''    He  married  Dorothy 
i  Forbes,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  James  Forbes, 
i  the  progenitor  of  the  Forbes  faiuily  in  East  Hart- 
!  ford,  and  from  him  she  received  six  acres  of  land 
j  on  which  ^^'illiam  Roberts  built  his  dwelling.  The 
j  children  born  to  Williaiu  and  Dorothy  were:  Dor- 
j  nth\-  was  baptized  in  the  South  Church  at  Hart- 
ford, in  16S7;  Deborah  was  baptized  in  the  First 
;  Church  in  April,  irxjo  :Williani.ba])tized  in  the  same 
1  church  in  i<")95,  marritd  Deborah  Spencer,  aiid  died 
in  1726,  leaving  a  son,  William:  Benjamin,  liai)tizcd 
March  8,  if'xjS,  died  1-eb.  14.  1774:  Jose[)I;.  baptized 
Aug.  II,  1700;  Mar\-,  ba],nized  May  31,  1702:  and 
Samuel,  baptized  Dec.  24,1704,  married  Sarah  IFIF, 
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ilaughtcr  of  I'.liciiczcr  Hills.  Sr.  William  Roberts, 
the  latliei-,  (licil  i)robal)ly  in  J  735. 

r.cnianiin  Jvuhcrts.  of  the  sccoiul  g-oncratioii  in 
]\ast  liarttLTil.  niarricil  Sept.  2C3,  1730,  Dorothy  Pit- 
kin, who  was  born  in  1703.  a  daugiitor  ot  Xaiiianicl 
and  Hester  tlbi--nier)  i'iikin.  Xathaniel  was  a  son 
of  William  I'itkin,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  East 
Jlartford.  ]\lr^.  Dorothy  (^I'itkin)  Roberts  died 
Oct.  5,  5737,  and  July  13,  1739,  !Mr.  Roberts  mar- 
ried Jerusha  Pratt,  who  was  a  descendant  of  John 
I'ratt,  who  came  tr.  Hartford  with  the  Hooker  party 
in  1O35.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage  were: 
Dorothy,  who  was  liorn  Jan.  23.  1734.  was  married 
to  Lemuel  Kingsbury,  of  Andover ;  Susannah,  born 
in  1736,  died  in  1S04,  immarricd.  To  the  second 
marriage,  with  Jerusha  Pratt,  were  born:  Jerusha 
and  Catherine  (  twins April  24,  1740,  the  former  of 
whom  was  married  to  Jonathan  Stanley  {who  was 
for  eighteen  years  town  clerk  and  town  treasurer), 
the  latter  to  Jonathan  Hubbard,  ancestor  of  Gov. 
Hubbard:  ]]cnj/min,  born  Xov.  15,  1741,  was  a 
farmer  in  the  south  part  of  East  Hartford,  and 
married  JJorothy  Goodwin;  Sarah,  born  April  13, 
1743,  w-as  married  to  Joseph  Plurlburt ;  ]\Iary,  born 
Jan.  18,  1745,  married  Timothy  Eorbes ;  William, 
born  Jan.  nj,  1746,  married  Abigail  Stanley;  Xa- 
thaniel,  born  ]3ec.  24,  1750,  married  Annie  X^ew- 
comb;  Georg'e  was  born  Xov.  22,  1752;  Abigail,  born 
in  1756,  was  married  to  John  X'orton,  and  died  X'ov. 
12,  1775:  and  Lemuel,  born  in  1760,  died  in  1775. 

Benjamin  Roberts  was  a  merchant  trader,  and 
the  owner  of  several  vessels,  among  them  the  '"Sam- 
uel," the  "Alartha"  and  the  "Porrige,"'  which  traded 
with  tlie  A\'e5t  Lidies  and  at  X'ew  London,  bring- 
ing home  cargoes  of  merchandise,  wliich  were  stored 
in  his  house  and  cellar,  strongly  built  for  the  pur- 
pose.    He  was  a  large  land  owner. 

George  Roberts,  of  the  third  generation,  was 
born  Xov.  22,  1752,  at  East  Plartford,  and  was  a 
successful  farmer  and  business  man.  He  served  in 
Capt.  Jonathan  Wells'  company,  Col.  Erastus  W'ol- 
cott's  regiment,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
was  at  Ijoston  from  December,  1775,  until  Eebruary, 
1776.  He  also  served  in  several  town  offices,  was 
elected  selectman  in  1820  and  served  two  years.  He 
married  Jerusha  Williams,  who  was  born  -May  20, 
1757'  s  daugiiter  of  Timothy  and  Ruth  (Pitkin) 
Williams,  the  latter  being  a  daughter  of  Ozias, 
who  was  a  son  of  the  first  William  Pitkin,  the 
founder  of  the  family.  The  children  born  to 
George  and  Jerusha  Roberts  were :  Jerusha,  who 
was  born  in  1782,  died  July  7,  1798;  Clarissa,  born 
May  4,  1783,  married  Dr.  Edward  Pitkin,  and 
died  Jan.  28,  1864;  Ozias  was  born  Aug.  10,  1785; 
George,  born  'May  28,  1789,  died  in  Hartford,  X''ov. 
10,  1808;  Alven^  born  Aug.  16.  1791,  died  aged 
twenty-seven  on  April  9,  1818;  Esther,  born 
July  4.  1793,  married  James  Bidwell,  and  died  in 
Manchester,  Jan.  9,  1822;  Lucretia,  born  Xov.  10, 
1795.  "^^'-'is  married  to  Dr.  W.  Coolev,  and  died  in 
East  Hartford  ^March  31,  1821 ;  and  Martin,  born 
Oct.  14,  1799,  a  well-known  and  promising  young 


man,  died  April  17,  1S21,  in  Xew  York  City,  wiiither 
he  had  gone  to  purchase  g(X)ds  for  the  purpose  of 
starting  in  business  at  Hartford.  Mrs.  Jerusha 
(Williams)  J\oberts  died  Xov.  22,  1S17.  George 
Roberts  married,  for  his  second  wife,  2vlrs.  Lucretia 
(Reaumont)  Abbey,  widow  of  Jeuuthan  Abbey,  but 
to  this  secoiid  marriage  no  children  were  born.  i\Ir. 
Roberts  died  Oct.  4,  1824. 

Hon.  Capt  Ozias  Roberts,  of  tb.e  fourth  genera- 
tion, and  the  only  son  of  George  and  Jerusha  Rob- 
erts to  reach  full  manhood,  was  born  Aug.  10, 
1785,  in  the  house  where  he  died,  irle  received  the 
usual  education  furnished  by  the  schools  of  that 
time  and  was  endowed  with  a  naturally  strong  intel- 
lect, ile  was  possessed  of  a  daring  spirit,  and  was 
fond  of  adventure,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to 
sea,  trade  being  then  carried  on  between  the  West 
Indies  and  Plartford  direct.  During  the  war  of 
181 2  he  shipped  with  Capt.  Josiah  Griswold,  of 
\\  ethersfield,  on  board  the  privateer  "Blockade.'' 
j  The  vessel  was  fitted  out  on  the  Connecticut  river, 
I  was  owned  by  Thomas  Belden  and  others,  and  car- 
!  ried  six  guns.  After  cruising  for  some  time  with 
but  little  success  tlie  "Blockade"  was  captured  by  a 
British  brig-of-war,  was  run  into  the  Bermudas, 
and  the  crew  contiued  on  a  prison-ship.  Ozias 
Roberts,  however,  and  Dr.  William  Cooley,  of  ]\Ian- 
chester  (^surgeon  of  the  "Blockade"),  managed  to 
escaj-ie  to  the  shore,  and  were  secreted  by  a  negro 
until  they  could  find  an  opiX)rtunity  to  return  in 
safety  to  their  respective  homes.  Eor  some  time 
thereafter  Ozias  continued  to  follow  the  sea,  event- 
ually became  the  captain  of  a  vessel  plying  in  the 
\\'est  Indies  trade,  but  at  the  death  of  his  father  re- 
turned to  Connecticut  and  managea  the  estate  until 
his  death,  I"eb.  8,  1868,  his  remains  being  interred 
in  the  Center  cemetery. 

C)zias  RoIxTts  was  three  times  married.  His 
first  wife,  iMartha  Treat  (daughter  of  Joseph  Treat, 
of  East  Hartford,  and  ^^Lartha  Adams,  of  \\'ethers- 
field),  died  Jan.  3,  1809,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  the  mother  of  two  children:  'Mary  Ann.  who 
was  married  to  Deacon  Horace  Williatns  [March  10, 
1831,  and  died  April  3,  1848,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
one  years;  and  ^lartha.  who  was  born  Dec.  23,  1S08, 
in  East  Hartford.  The  second  wife  of  Ozias  Rob- 
erts was  Plarriet  Treat,  a  sister  of  iMartha  Treat, 
his  first  wife.  ^Irs.  Harriet  (Treat)  Roberts  died 
July  19,  1822,  aged  thirty-two  years,  the  mother  of 
the  following  children:  George  is  our  subject:  Jane 
Treat,  born  Dec.  10,  181 1,  married  Edward  Good- 
win, and  was  the  mother  of  J.  O.  Goodwin,  of  East 
Plartford;  Harriet,  born  Oct.  11,  1814,  married 
Aaron  Olmstead  in  1835,  at  East  Martfcrd,  and  died 
X'ov.  10,  1875.  leaving  the  following  named  chil- 
dren— Horace  I'..,  Arthur  G.,  A.  Ered,  and  Charles 
H. ;  Ira  T.  was  born  Eeb.  10,  1817;  and  Jerusb.a, 
born  March  15,  1819,  was  married  to  .Mfred  Kil- 
bourne. 

The  third  wife  of  Ozias  Roberts  was  X'ancv 
Comstock.  whom  he  married  Afarch  26,  1823. 
Xancy  (Comstock)  Roberts  was  born  July  4,  1802, 
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in  ICast  Hartiord,  and  was  a  daui;htor  of  Pcrc/.  and 
AluL^ail  (^Rayniond)  Conisiock.  of  tiic  Conistock  and 
Raymond  families  of  -Montvilk-.  Conn,  'flic  chil- 
ilrcn  of  this  nuKTiauc  were:  JC^ther  J'.idwell.  horn 
.May  25,  18J4,  married.  Ali'ert  Conistock  J^aymond, 
a  native  of  .Montville,  Conn.,  who  luiiU  ihe  Kavnioiul 
Library  at  East  Hartford,  in  which  town  she  died 
in  September,  1SS3;  Ltiihcr  Martin,  born  Nov.  iS, 
iS_'6,  was  by  nature  a  seaman,  died  .March  21,  1847, 
on  board  a  ship  of  whicli  he  was  second  mate,  aiul 
was  buried  in  \  era  Cniz.  .Mexico :  Juliette,  born  Julv 
23,  1829,  was  married  to  John  I!.  Smith,  of  East 
Hartford,  now  of  Berlin.  Ojim.,  and  died  Oct.  i, 
1S57,  in  East  Hartford;  Arthur,  born  Jan.  14,  1831, 
died  Jan.  23,  1833;  l-Imma  and  Ellen,  born  Oct.  15, 
1835,  died  respectively  -April  2,  1856,  and  .\pril  26, 
1800,  unmarried;  Elizabeth  Bradford,  born  March 
21,  1838,  is  now  Mrs.  Henry  Street,  of  .\ew 
Haven ;  .\rthur  Ozias,  born  i-"eb.  22,  1840,  was  a 
master's  mate  during  the  Civil  war  (he  is  unmar- 
ried) ;  Erances  Lj,  born  -A.ug.  23,  1846,  takes  great 
interest  in  genealogy,  and  to  her  the  publishers  of 
this  work  are  indebted  for  many  facts  relating  to 
the  Roberts  family ;  she  is  the  present  registrar  of 
Tdartha  Pitkin  \\'olcott  Chapter,  D.  .A..  R.,  at  E.ast 
Hartford.  Xancv  Conistock  Roberts  died  Jan. 
J/,  1S59. 

Ozias  Roberts,  the  father  of  these  families  of 
children,  left  to  them  a  name  honored  for  integrity 
and  uprigh.tness  in  business  affairs.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat  previous  to  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  long  before  the  formation  of 
the  Republican  party  was  an  uncompromising  .Vbo- 
litionist,  and  employed  runaway  slave  labor.  He 
served  as  State  senator,  and,  for  four  terms  after 
1828,  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
In  1838  he  was  elected  town  treasurer,  and  served 
two  terms,  and  was  for  many  years  custodian  of 
school  funds.  His  rare  good  judgment  was  highly 
prized  by  his  neighbors,  who  frequently  consulted 
him  on  business  matters,  and  he  settled  many  es- 
tates, to  the  great  saving  of  monev  to  those  most 
interested.  Although  not  a  church  meml)er.  he  real- 
ized the  value  of  churches,  and  liberally  aided  in 
their  support,  was  a  member  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Society  and  often  one  of  the  committee,  and  reared 
his  children  to  respect  the  Sabbath  rigidly.  Era- 
ternally  he  was  a  Royal  .\rch  Mason. 

It  was  not  until  he  had  quit  the  sea  that  Mr. 
Roberts  gave  his  attention  to  agriculture,  in  which 
he  met  with  a  decided  success.  .At  one  time  he 
owned  and  conducted  the  ferrv  at  East  Hartford. 
Two  years  prior  to  his  death  he  had  a  fall,  in  his 
dooryard,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  never  fully 
recovered,  being  thereafter  confined  to  his  room, 
but  he  managed  his  affairs  until  the  end.  He  was  a 
man  of  strong  convictions,  and  for  forty  years  was 
a  leader  aniong  men  in  East  Elartford.  He  was  a 
strict  disciplinarian,  and  although  his  children  were 
numerous  he  rearecl  them  to  jxjsitions  of  usefulness, 
and  it  may  be  adiled  that  Hon.  Richard  D.  Hub- 
bard, ex-governor  of  Connecticut,  and  one  of  her 


j  brightc-^-t  legal  lights,  was  a  ward  and  cousin  of 
j  -Mr.  Roberts,  and  passed  his  youthful  days  on  the 
i  hitter's  farm. 

\        I'zias  Rcbeils  never  lost  the  cliarm  tliat  made 
I  his  liome  the  abode  of  enjoyment  and  true  hosin- 
I  tality.  and  his  dwelling  in  East  Jl.artfortl,  in  his 
day.  was  the  scene  of  more  gatherings  th.an  any 
other  in  the  town.    Thanksgiving  Dav  and  J^Iec- 
tion    Day    were   always   observetl  with  bountiful 
I  cheer,  and  tlie  members  of  the  famil\-  were  invaria- 
I  bly  present  on  these  occasions,  beside  innumerable 
friends  and  visitv^rs,  and  the  honie,  indeed,  was  one 
of  the  most  jiopular  known  in  its  day;  all  who  ever 
visited  it  fully  enjoyed  themselves,  and  came  away 
j  with  undisguised  admiration  and  praise  of  its  unre- 
j  served  hosjiitalitv. 

i  George  Roberts,  the  sul.)ject  proper  of  these 
lines,  was  \yor\\  in  1810  in  East  Hartford,  and  lived 
with  his  father  upon  a  farm  until  seventeen  ycar.s 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  Hartford  ami  entered  the 
grocery  store  of  Thomas  K.  Brace  as  clerk,  serving 
in  that  capacity  until  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He 
then  went  to  Xew  York,  and  entered  the  large  dry- 
goods  house  of  Fitch,  Goodwin  &  Co.,  continuing 
with  that  firm  for  two  years,  and  remaining  on  duty 
through  the  great  cholera  epidemic  of  that  time, 
when  but  few  had  the  courage  to  stay  in  the  city.  In 
i^'^a  he  returned  to  Hartford,  and  was  soon  there- 
after chosen  State  director  in  the  Phoenix  Bank. 
He  also  entered  into  business  with  Charles  H. 
Northam,  carrying  on  a  wholesale  grocery  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Xorlham  &  Roberts.  In 
1836  he  entered  into  co-partnership  with  Philip  G. 
Ripley  and  Edwin  G.  Ripley,  under  the  firm  name 
i  of  Ripley,  Roberts  &  Co.,  and  coiiductedi  an  exten- 
I  sive  iron  business  some  three  or  four  vears. 
I  .About  1840  ^Ir.  Roberts  again  went  to  Xew 
York,  forming  a  partnership  with  G.  Spencer  (James 
A[.  Bunce,  of  Hartford,  being  a  special  partner  in  the 
firm),  and  was  for  several  years  in  successful  busi- 
ness in  tliat  city.  He  was  one  of  the  business  men 
who  organized  the  Aletropolitan  Bank  of  Xew  York. 
In  1853  he  retired  to  a  farm  in  South  Windsor. 
In  1854  he  was  chosen  treasurer  of  the  Hartford 
Carpet  Co.,  which  own.d  extensive  mills  at  Tliomp- 
sonville  and  Tarift'ville;  in  1856,  on  th.e  retirement 
of  Hon.  T.  Al.  -Allyn,  he  was  elected  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  C'jmpany,  and  contimied  to  fill  these 
important  positions  for  twenty-two  years,  or  until 
liis  death.  (Ane  of  the  prominent  officials  of  the 
company,  with  whom  he  was  most  closelv  associ- 
ated, said  that  in  ail  that  time  there  was  never  an 
unpleasant  word  from  Mr.  Roberts,  wlio  was  al- 
j  ways  even-tempered,  genial  and  kind.  He  was  care- 
I  fill  and  sagacious,  and  managed  the  financial  aft'airs 
I  of  the  great  corjjoration  with  much  jjrudence  and 
j  skill.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Woven  \\'ire 
Alattress  Co.,  a  director  in  the  Phcenix.  Xational 
Bank,  the  .^:tna  Eire  Insurance  Co..  the  Connecti- 
cut Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  and  (for  twentv 
years)  the  Hartford  Gas  Co.  His  judgiricnt  was 
excellent,  and  his  incessant  fidelity  and  ilevotion  re- 
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iiiarkai>k'.  in  fact,  in  all  tlu'  relations  of  life  he  was  ; 
an  excellent  and  hii;hly  esteemed  man.  He  was  i 
possessed  of  nmisnal  execntive  ;'.liility,  which,  with  ; 
the  strict  intei^rity  which  had  always  c!iaracien.-A 
Ills  bnsiness  lire,  made  him  an  exceedir.yly  valnablc  i 
man  in  the  many  ^u^iness  ci >rpi;irations  with  which  i 
he  ;ivas  conp.ectetl.  Xatnraily  modest  and  retiring,  1 
lie  was  vet  social,  withal,  and  ]^ossessed  of  a  vein  of  i 
qniet  Inimor  that  made  liim  an  exceedingly  agreea-  | 
l^le  companion,  lie  was  a  close  observer  of  na-  i 
tional  atfairs,  was  sonnd  and  well-gronnded  on  all  \ 
important  questiLin.s  of  i)olitical  economy,  was  an  ! 
earnest  Repnblican,  and  a  stanch  snpporter  of  the  ' 
L'nion  cause  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He 
was  a  member  of  Center  Churcn.  and  a  man 
-whose  religious  convictions  j^ervatled  his  whole  so-  \ 
■cial  and  business  life.  He  was  a  manly  type  of  the  i 
upright  Christian  gentlemen,  who.  in  business,  poli-  j 
tics,  religious  and  social  life,  have  shaped  the  char-'^ 
-acter  of  Xew  England  institutions  and  communities  , 
^luring  the  presl.mt  century.  ! 

Mr.  Roberts  was  twice  married,  on  Oct.  19,  1836,  ; 
to  Louisa  Stewart,  daughter  of  Capt.  Allen  Stewart,  i 
To  this  union  came  one  tlaughter,  Louisa  Stewart,  i 
Avho  died  at  the  age  of  about  eleven  years.  For  his  I 
<;econd  wife  ^Ir.  Roberts  wedded  Elvira  Evans,  who  ' 
was  born  July  12,  1812,  and  they  had  children  as 
follows :  Martha  married  Edwartl  C.  Ritchie,  of 
lirooklyn ;  Mary  married  George  C.  Perkins,  of 
Hartford,  son  of  Henry  A.  and  Sarah  Perkins;  \ 
•■George  married  Ida  Hamilton,  of  Hartford  (he  sue-  j 
■ceeded  his  father  as  presiden.t  of  the  Hartford  Car-  i 
pet  Co.)  ;  Jane  L.  married  George  D.  Holton,  of  j 
Chicago,  111.;  Sarah  died  when  three  years  of  age'  j 
Henry  married  Carrie  E.  Smith,  daughter  of  Isaac  ' 
"W.  Smith,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.  (  he  is  president  of  : 
the  Moven  \\'ire  r\[attress- Co.,  of  Hartford).  I 

We  give  a  brief  record  of  Mrs.  Roberts"  ances-  ; 
try:  In  the  year  1639  two  brothers  by  the  name  of  [ 
Taylor  came  to  this  country  from  England.  One  of  j 
them  soon  after  took  ship  to  return :  the  vessel  was  j 
.-never  heard  of  after  leaving  Xew  York.  John  Tay-  j 
"lor.  the  other  brother,  settled  at  \\'indsor,  Conn.  1 
!He  married  a  widow,  and  a  son.  John,  was  born  of  | 
this  marriage  in  1641.  Te  married  Thankful  Wood-  j 
Avard  Dec.  18,  1662.  He  was  killed  by  the  Indians  j 
-.at  Xew  Haven,  ]May  13,  1704.  Thomas,  bis  son,  \ 
^vas  born  Xov.  4,  1680,  and  married  Thankful  | 
Hawkes  Aug.  31,  1715.  He  was  active  in  the  French  j 
and  Indian  wars,  was  wounded  at  Deerfield,  and 
was  drowned  in  the  Connecticut  rive.-  Aug.  31,  IJIJ-  \ 
His  son  Thomas  was  born  in  1717,  and  married  ' 
Sarah  Merriman.  There  is  no  record  of  her  death, 
'but  record  of  hi;  marrying  Sarali  Stebbins.  in  1755.  j 
'She  died  Sept.  11,  iSoO-  While  on  a  march  from  | 
Xorthfield  to  Fort  Dummcr.  July  14.  ^748,  iu  com-  : 
mand  of  seventeen  men.  Sergt.  Thomas  Taylor  was  1 
-attacked  bv  one  Imndred  French  and  Indians,  taken  j 
-prisoner,  carried  to  Canada,  and  afterward  ex-  1 
changed,  and  leturned  liomc  Sept.  17.  of  the  same  | 
year.  The  government  of  the  Province  voted  him  j 
1^0  tor  his  braverv  in  action.    The  record  says  he 


lost  a  I'rench  gun  worth  ±18,  and  a  pair  of  leather 
breeches  worth  iio.  Sergt.  Taylor  was  acquainted 
with  the  Indians  who  were  with  the  French  v.lien 
he  was  taken  cajuive.  Two  of  t'.iem,  one  on  either 
side,  .sealed  Sergt.  Taylor  on  a  log,  and  one  of  tlie 
IiKlians  said,  "Thomas,  me  kill  you."  The  Sergeant 
said,  "W  ill  me?""  The  Indian  said.  "You  kill 
niy  brother."  Tlie  Sergeant  said,  "But  he  shot  at 
me  first."  The  Indian  dropped  his  head  a  moment, 
then  said.  "Yes,  Thomas,  that's  so.  ?>Ie  no  kill  you." 
He  died  March  24,  1778.  His  son,  HoUis  Taylor, 
was  born  in  1758.  Thankful  Taylor,  daug:hter  of 
Hollis  Taylor,  was  born  April  20,  1791,  and  on  May 
20,  iSio,  married  Jason  Evans,  who  was  born  April 
19,  1786,  and  died  Oct.  29,  1823. 

HERBERT  H.  WHITE,  secretary  and  director 
of  the  Connecticut  Alutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  Hart- 
ford, has  been  connected  with  various  lines  of  enter- 
prise which  have  helped  to  make  that  citv  famous, 
and  as  a  representative  successful  business  man  is 
entitled  to  honorable  mention  in  this  volume. 

^Ir.  \\'hite'  was  born  July  3,  1858,  in  Hartford, 
son  of  Francis  A.  and  Cornelia  (Humphrey)  White, 
who  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  four  now^  liv- 
ing, namely :  Herbert  H. ;  Harry  W. ;  Howard  C, 
of  California;  and  Clara,  of  Hartford.  The  fa- 
ther passed  away  May  28,  1884.  the  mother  Aug. 
30,  1898.  He  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Hartford,  where 
he  was  engaged  as  a  contractor  and  builder.  Her- 
bert H.  White  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  city, 
and  in  l-'ebruary,  1874,  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Hartford  Trust  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  sev- 
eral years.  In  April,  1S78,  he  entered  the  Phffiiii.x 
Bank,  with  which  he  was  connected  over  twenty 
Nears,  winning  promotion  by  his  own  efforts  until 
he  attained  the  responsible  position  of  assistant 
cashier  of  that  institution.  ]-"or  four  }-ears  he  was 
.one  of  the  auditors  of  the  Connecticut  }dutual  Life 
Insurance  Co.,  and  in  January,  1899,  tiie  directors 
of  the  company  w-ere  unanin-ious  in  electing  him 
a  director,  in  the  place  made  vacant  by  the  death 
of  E.  ]M.  Bunce.  He  was  also  luianimously  elected 
secretary,  as  'Mr.  Bunce's  successor,  and  has  since 
tilled  that  position  w^ich  characteristic  ability.  Being 
th:oroughly  familiar  with  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
company.  Mr.  White's  fitness  for  his  in-iportant  office 
w-as  quickly  recognized  by  all  who  knew  him  and  his 
election  was  looked  upon  as  an  evidence  of  the  con- 
servatiA'e  policy  of  that  great  concern.  The  insurei! 
must  depend  much  upon  the  officers  of  the  company 
in  which  they  insure,  and  the  choice  of  Mr.  White 
carrit's  into  a  younger  generatinn  the  assurance 
that  the  Connecticut  Mutual  will  continue  to  be 
managed  bv  men  who  have  a  full  sense  of  the  moral 
resp(;iisii)i]ities  (.>f  their  trust,  and  the  business 
abi!it\  ;nid  por.-onal  integrity  to  coiiiluct  its  attairs. 

Hiiwever,  it  is  not  ali.ne  in  busir.ess  circles  that 
Air.  White  is  regarded  as  one  of  tlie  most  success- 
ful and  promising  men  of  his  age  iu  the  city.  Ho 
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i,orvc\l  cMicicr.tly  as  a  moinbcr  of  the  city  Lxnmoil 
for  six  years,  berriiining-  with  18' 13,  was  iircsidoiu 
of  tb.c  council  i;i  1890,  and  aklcrniau  Ironi  tlie 
'iciitli  ward  1807- iSoi),  during-  which  period  ho 
acted  as  chairman  01  t'.ie  Lh'dinance  conmiittee.  In 
J'Vbruary,  iyu<.\,  ho  was  elected  ]Mesideni  of  the 
Colonial  Club  of  Hartford. 

On  Oct.  JO,  i8S(j,  Mr.  W  hite  married  -Miss  FJla 
F.  Kinne,  of  Richfield  Springs,  X.  Y.,  and  thev 
have  had  one  clnld,  .Marian  li.,  now  (iyoo_)  eleven 
years  of  ago. 

CASE.  The  la^nily  of  this  name,  from  which 
descended  the  late  Hun.  Jairus  Case,  M.  D.,  of 
dranby,  whose  surviving  son  is  Hon.  William  Cul- 
len  Case,  of  tlie  law  firm  of  Case,  Bryant  &  Case,  of 
Hartford,  is  one  of  the  old  and  pi  eminent  families 
of  Windsor  and  Sinisbury,  William  C.  Case  being 
in  the  seventh  generation  from  John  Case,  the 
American  ance.-tor.i  His  line  of  descent  is  through 
Jolm  (2),  John  (3),  Capt.  John,  Levi  and  Dr. 
Jairus. 

(1)  John  Case  married  (first)  about  1657  Sarah, 
daugh.ter  of  William  Spencer,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 
He  resided  in  ^^'indsor,  Conn.,  until  the  spring  of 

1669,  when  he  removed  to  }kIassacoe  (now  Sims- 
bury).  Conn.,  and  settled  in  ^^'eatogue.  His  w"ife 
died  Xov.  3,  IC'VT,  aged  fifty-iive.  and  he  married 
(second  )  Hlizabeti;,  widow  of  Nathaniel  Loomis,  of 
Windsor.  ^Ir.  Case  was  appointed  constable  for 
INJassacoe,  by  the  General  Court,  (Jet.  14,  HjCx),  be- 
ing the  first  person  tiiat  ever  lield  otticc  at  that  place. 
He  represented  lii?  town  at  the  General  Court  in; 

1670.  and  several  times  afterward.  He  died  at 
Simsbnrv  I'cb.  21,  1703-04.  His  vridow,  Elizabeth 
Case,  died  at  A\'indsor  July  23.  1728,  aged  ninety. 
His  children  by  Sarah  were :  Elizabeth,  3Jary,  John, 
William  Samuel,  Ricliard,  Bartholomew,  Joseph, 
Sarah  and  Abigail. 

(H)  John  Lase  \2j,  eldest  son  of  John,  born 
Nov.  5,  11562,  settledi  in  Simsbury,  He  married 
(first)  in  1684  r^larv.  daughter  oi  Thomas  (Jlcott, 
Jr.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  She  died  in  1O85,  and  he 
rriarried  (secon.d)  iu  1693  Sarah.,  d.aughter  of  Joshua 
Holconib,  of  Snnsliur)  .  John  I'ase  died  in  1733. 
One  child,  John.  Ijorn  to  the  nr,-.t  marriage,  died  in 
infancy.  The  children  born  to  the  second  marriage 
were:  John,  Daniel,  Mar}-,  Jonathan,  Sarah  and 
Hannah. 

(HI)  Jolm  Case  (3),  son  of  Jolni  (2),  born 
Aug.  22,  1O94.  married  in  1716-17  Abigail,  daughter 
of  Lieut.  Samiirl  ilu,rii^hrey.  He  settled  in  Sims- 
bury,  and  diedi  in  1752.  His  children  were:  John, 
Xorah,  Charles.  -Vr>'gail,  Mary,  Lucy,  Martlia,  Ji;'b 
and  Lydia. 

(I\')  Capt.  John  Case,  son  of  Jolin  ('3),  boin 
'Feb.  19,  1 71 8- 1 9',  n:arried  ii-i  1745  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Pjarber.  She  w-as  liorn  April  i,  1722. 
They  resided  in  Sinisbury. "  Capt.  Case  died  in  177''. 
and  his  widow  died  iri  ]8o5.  Tlieir  children  were: 
John,  Giles.  Setli,  Sarah.  Asa,  ^lary,  Chios,  George, 
Levi,  judah  and  Abigail. 


I        (\'  I  Levi  Case,  son  of  Capt.  John,  born  Dec.  14,. 
I  1760,  married  Lolly,  daughter  of  Hon.  Daniel  Huni- 
I  phrey,  of  Simsbury,  who  was  iu  the  fifth  generatiou 
i  inini  -Michael  IJuniphrev,  the  .\merican  ancestor  of 
i  the   family,  Windsor,   Lonn.,  1043.  i'^  thruugli 
i  Sergt.  J<jhn,   ]  )eac^.Mi  Joiin  and   Deacon  Micii:ie!. 
j  Lolly  (llumphrey  )  Ca>e  was  lorn  ]\Iarch  18,  i7<-'4, 
i  and  died  Jan.  19,  1849,  ''^  Harlland,  Conn.  Levi 
!  Case  diied  in  Simsbury  --\pril  23,  1S02.    .\ftcr  his 
death,  by  her  e.xertion:-,  the  wide>w  reared  and  edu- 
cated her  children  to  positions  of  intluence  and  use- 
fulness.   Iheir  clhldren  were:  I'ollv  married  IClizur 
I  Benjamin,  of  Har;land:  .\gnes  married  Dr.  Jo.-iaI). 
j  W  .  Case,  of  Caiit<_.n  ;  i'ersi;;  married  Hiram  Sanionl, 
I  of  bSarkhambted  :  Levi  L.  married  Harriet  Jones,  of 
j  Barkhamstcd  ;  and  Jairus,  ]\L  D. 
!        (^  -l)  Hon.  Jairus  Case,  M.  D.,  son  of  Levi,  and 
the  father  of  Lion.  William  Cullen  Case,  was  born 
March  20,  1802,  at  Simsbury.  Conn.    He  attended 
the  public  schools  at  llartland,  to  w-hich  point  the 
family  removed  iu  his  bovliood,  and  subsequently 
was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  Yale- 
College,  and  located  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Granby,  where  he  continued  to  live  through- 
cut  life.    He  built  up  a  large  practice,  was  success- 
ful in  his  profession,  and  accumulated  considerable 
property,    rolitically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  as- 
i  such  represented  liis  district  in  tlie  State  Senate  one 
term,  elected  in  1808.    He  w-as  identified  w-itli  tiie 
Congregational  Churcli  at  Granby,  and  held  tiic  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  the  community.    He  was  a 
man  of  good  judgment,  practical,  and  ranked  high 
in  the  profession.    Ho  died  at  Granby,  Conn..  L>ec. 
30,  1874. 

(Jn  Oct.  5.  1830,  Dr.  Case  w-as  married  to  Miss 
Mary  T.,  daughter  of  Hon.  Silas  Higley,  of  (jran- 
!  bv.  Conn.,  and  tlie  union  -^vas  blessed  with  two  cl'.u- 
dren :  John,  born  April  15.  1S32,  became  a  lawyer^ 
and  died  iMarch  i.  1890:  \\'illiam  Cullen  is  referred 
to  farther  on.  The  mother  of  these  children  . 
born  Feb.  22,  1S08.  and  died  Feb.  6,  1887. 

Hon.  Silas  Higley,  the  father  of  Mrs.  ^lary  T. 
Case,  descended  from  one  of  the  early  and  pronii- 
I  nent  families  of  'Windsor  (Conn.)  and  Simsbury, 
!  his  line  of  descent  being  from  Capt.  John  Higley,. 
i  through  lirewster.  Joseph  and  O/.ias. 
j       Capt.  John  Higley,  tlie  .\merican  ancestor.  v,-as 
j  born  in  1649,  at  I'rimley,  Surrey,  England,  and 
emigrated  to  .America  in  i(/>66,  locating  at  indsor. 
Conn.,  where,  in  i()7i,  he  married  Llannah  Drake. 

Brewster  llig!e_\-,  s'ui  of  Capt.  Jolui.  bi-^rn  in 
1680,  in  Windsor.  Conn.,  married  in  1709  Esther 
Holcoml.ie.  of  Simsbury. 

Joseph  Higley.  son  of  Brewster,  born  in  1715, 
in  Sim.dnn-\-,  married  (second)  .  about  1740  Sarah 
Case. 

(  )zias  Higley,  born  in  174S,  in  Simsbury,  married 
-Martha  Gillette  in  1/7^. 

Ih.n.  Silas  Higley,  sou  of  Ozias.  was  bom  in 
1780,  in  'Granby,  and  v.-a-  married  to  Melissa  Have- : 
he  'lied  June  21,  1853.  His  wife  !Melissa  died  .May 
lO,  1856,  aged  seventy- four.    His  children  were: 
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,Mary  T.  Ohs.  Or.  Ca~ci,  }.<hn  lav,  W  illiam  W. 
iiiul  Julia  Al.  Sil.i>  iiii^icv  wa.-'  a  la\v\cr  by  pro- 
ioj>i  ni.  for  iipwaiaK  ot  t'Tty  yars  practiced  in 
JlanfiirJ  county,  and  fur  nianv  xcirs  was  on  the 
IkucIi.  "lie  was  honora!_)iy  uK-niitied  with  tiic 
i;TLiwth.  orgain'zalior,  and  nianai^cnicui  of  the  lead- 
ini^'  interests  of  the  town."  The  pulilic  records  show 
that  lew  citizens  were  incire  prLiniinenl.  Socially 
and  intelleclually.  hv  I'-encii  ami  liar,  and  from  a 
legal  standiK)int.  he  was  acknowledged  everywhere 
iis  oue  of  the  f  oremost  ancl  distinguished  men  of 
Hartford  county. 

t\'ll)  Hon.  William  Cullen  Ca>e,  son  of  Hon. 
Jairus  Case,  M.  iX,  was  born  I'eb.  17,  1836,  at 
Granlyv,  Conn,  lie  was  prepared  for  college  at  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Instiivue,  Sufheld,  and  was  i 
graduated  from  Yale  t'ollcge  in  i^^y.  He  took  a 
Jaw  course  in  Yale,  and  furthered  his  studies  under 
ihe  direction  of  Rockwell  &  Ci.ilt.  at  Pittsfield, 
^lass.  He  was  admitted  lo  the  liar  in  Xew  Haven 
in  1S60.  and  has  ;  incc  been  engaged  in  active  prac- 
tice. He  has  mamtained  an  office  in  Xew  Haven 
5incc  1874,  but  since  i88y  he  has  been  more  thor- 
oughly identified  with  Hartford,  lie  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Case,  r.r\ant  &  Case.  Mr. 
Case  has  by  no  means  confined  h.iniself  to  criminal 
practice,  yet  that  branch  of  his  !.)u>iness  has  been 
extensive  and  singularly  successful.  ""It  is  probable 
that  no  other  lawyer  now  at  the  Connecticut  Bar 
lias  engaged  in  the  defense  of  so  manv  capital  cases ; 
and  these  include  the  defense  of  Allen  for  the  kill- 
ing of  Shipman  at  the  State's  prison,  of  the  ^lalleys 
in  the  so-called  "Jeimie  Cramer"  case,  of  Conant  for 
the  shooting  of  ?\lcClellan,  and  many  others  almost 
as  prominent  in  tl;e  criminal  annals  of  the  State  for 
the  past  twenty-five  vears.  I'.ut  althougdi  he  has 
achieved  much  distinction  f(jr  his  masterly  handling 
of  the  class  of  cases  to  which  these  belong,  by  far 
the  g-j-eater  part  of  his  practice  has  been  in  the  civil 
branches  of  his  profession,  and  here  his  successful 
<|ualities  as  a  lawyer  are  no  less  marked.  Perhaps 
no  case  ever  tried  in  Connecticut  has  aroused  more 
§"eneral  interest  or  called  f^rir  greater  legal  ability  in 
its  management  than  tlie  recent  contest  over  the 
governorship  and  other  State  (.ftices.  This  contro- 
A-ersy,  which  began  in  the  Legislature  in  1891,  and 
reached  the  courts  under  the  jiopular  name  of  the 
""Quo  Warranto  Cases,'  was,  owing  to  its  piolitical 
character,  one  of  peculiar  bitterness,  and  involved 
some  of  the  most  important  nuestions  that  have  yet 
"been  the  subject  of  litigation  in  Connecticut.  INIr. 
•Case's  abilitv  and  his  wonderfully  exhaustive  study 
of  the  case  largely  contributed  to  the  final  success 
of  the  Republican  party,  which  lie  represented,  to- 
jrether  with  ]\Ir.  Henrv  C.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Charles 
J.  Cole." 

Mr.  Case  is  a  powerful  and  effective  speaker, 
Avith  a  habit  of  expression  original  and  striking,  and 
in  his  writings  he  is  master  of  a  terse  and  vigorous 
5tyle.  He  is  possessed  of  fine  literary  tastes  and 
instincts,  and  is  a  man  of  wide  reading.  He  has 
gfreat  capacity  i(jr  liard  work,  and  is  always  busy. 


lie  is  a  painstaking  lawyer  in  the  preparation  of  his 
I  cases,  and  his  conduct  of  a  case  in  court  is  marked 
I  bv  a  skill  that  shows  singular  jwwer  of  concentra- 
i  tion  ami  a  shrewd  forecasting  of  the  possibiluies. 
j  Me  is  able  in  his  treatment  <if  witnesses,  strong  in 
1  the  iirese;nati<.-)n  of  testimony,  and  he  has  the  rare 
j  gift  of  orderlv  and  concise  arrangement  in  argu- 
ment.   In  his  political  views  Mr.  Case  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  from  1869  to  1884  he  was  many  times  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was 
Speaker  of  that  body  in  1881. 

In  1862  Mr.  Case  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
TurnbuU,  of  Tarifi'ville,  Conn.,  and  the  union  was 
blessed  with  two  children:  William  S.,  born  June 
27.  j8(')4,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere;  and  Ihco- 
dore  C,  now  a  student  in  Trinity  College. 

HOX.  CHAUXCEY  E\"ELYX  EXO.  one  of 
Simsbury's  most  respected  retired  agriculturists,  is 
a  native  of  Hartford  county.  l)orn  in  Simsbury  Dec. 
27.  181 5.  and  descends  from  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  the  State. 

James  Eno,  the  progenitor  of  the  Connecticut 
family,  came  from  England,  and  located  in  Windsor, 
Hartlord  county,  in  1648.  There  lie  married,  for 
his  first  wife,  Hannah  Lidwell,  a  dauglitor  of  Ricli- 
ard  ISidwell,  born  Oct.  22,  1O34,  died  Dct.  7.  1657. 
For  his  second  v/ife  he  married,  in  August,  165S, 
Elizabeth,  widow'  of  Thomas  Holcomb,  of  Wind- 
sor; she  died  Oct.  7,  1679.  To  the  first  marriage 
v.ere  born  tliree  children:  Sarah,  born  in  Tunc,  1649, 
was  (first)  married  April  li,  1667,  to  Tenajah 
Holcomb,  son  of  Thomas  Holcomb.  born  June  23, 
1644,  and  for  her  second  husband  married  Samuel 
i  helps  ;  her  death  took  place  in  April,  1732.  James 
(  2)  was  born  Oct.  30,  1651.  John,  born  Dec.  2, 
1O54,  married  the  widow  of  James  Eggleston. 

James  Eno  (2)  served  in  tlie  war  against  the 
Indian  King  Philip.  He  married,  Dec.  20,  1678, 
Abigail,  daugditer  of  Samuel  and  Abigail  (  Hol- 
coml) )  Pdssell,  wlio  was  born  July  6.  1O61,  and  died 
April  19,  1728,  the  mother  of  nine  children;  James 
was  born  Sept.  23,  1679:  Ann,  born  April  10,  1682, 
died  June  10,  1760,  was  married  April  6.  1O99,  to 
Joseph,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Spencer  )  Case,  of 
Hartford  (Joseph  and  Ann  Case  settled  in  Sims- 
Iniry,  and  she  became  the  mother  of  Rev.  Penajah 
Case,  who  graduated  from  Yale  in  1732)  ;  William 
was  born  Jan.  15.  1684;  Abigail,  born  March  i, 
16S7,  was  married  to  Samuel  Phelps  in  1707;  Mary, 
born  May  5,  ifxji,  died  Sept.  15,  1697;  John  was 
born  Jan.  5,  1693;  Sanniel,  July  7,  i6v;0;  Susannah, 
yi'dv  1(1,  1699;  and  David.  Aug.  12,  1702. 

David  Eno,  son  of  James  (2),  was  born  in 
Simsbury,  and  on  ]\Iarch  20,  1723,  married  Mary 
Cillett,  who  was  born  Feb.  29,  1702,  and  died  Xov. 
23,  i/fyo:  she  was  a  daughter  of  Xatlianiel  (3)  in 
descent  from  Xathaniel  Cillett,  who  can.ie  from  Eng- 
land in  if'»34.  David  Eno  died  in  tlic  Cape  I'retoti 
camijaign,  in  June,  1745,  and  his  remains  \vere  in- 
terred at  Simsbury.    To  David  and  Mary  (^Cillett) 
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I'no,  were  Iiorn  six  cliildri.'M  :  Uavid,  Ik. i  n  Aug-.  14. 
JJ~y.  ^vho  bocntiic  a  luniU'iiaiU  in  tiic  Lulonial 
troops;  ^;ar\-  15.;  Roger  i^vicn.),  l)orn  in  who 
dioil  C'Ct.  (-'.  1808;  -Mercy,  born  in  l7,^-|.  who  di^d 
Maroli  180')  1  she  wa.^  married  in  1754  i  j  jo'nn, 
son  of  _h.ihn  and  Sarah  ;  l.oo  >  Lan;^don  >  ;  Ann,  l^orn 
Sept.  14,  17,^5;  and  jor.atnan  (  Cajn.),  born  in  De- 
cember, J73W,  who  died  Dec.  ;,  1813. 

CajJt.  Jonatlian  Eno,  a  native  of  Sinislniry,  was 
a  farmer,  l  ie  servedi  ;is  a  s  )ldier  in  the  RevoUi- 
tionarv  war.  ]  le  married  Mary  (  io  ub  ich  Hart, 
daughter  of  Ehjah  and  A1)igail  (^Goodrich)  Hart, 
natives  of  Xew  Uritain.  and  a  descendant  ut  Stephen 
Hart,  of  Cambridge,  IMass.  Mrs.  Eno  v.as  born 
Dec.  28,  1744.  and  died  Oct.  8,  1834,  the  mother 
of  nine  chiklren:  ]Mary,  born  Dec.  21,  1764,  was 
married  to  Eh j all  Tuller,  of  Simsbury,  April  30, 
I/S2:  Riioda,  born  Aug.  12,  17(10.  marrietl  Daniel 
I'helps ;  Jonathan  was  Itorn  }tlarch  15,  i7'>o;  Lu- 
cretia,  born  Eeb.  13,  1771.  was  married  to  Granvillo 
G.  Humphrey;  Ehziibeth,  Ixirn  Aug.  <j.  1773.  was 
niarrietl  Dec.  12,  1793,  to  Alexander  I'helps,  and 
died  in  180S.  aged  ninety-live  years  and  eight 
weeks:  Cynthia,  born  May  28,  1778,  was  married 
to  Hezekiah  Case;  Salmon  was  born  Dec.  13.  1779; 
Chauncey  was  born  Dec.  19,  1782;  and  Abigail, 
born  Feb.  28,  1785,  was  married  (3ct.  2.  1805,  to 
John  X'itts,  son  of  Dr.  Alexander  Mets,  the  latter 
a  son  of  a  German  physician  who  came  from  Xew 
York  to  Simsburv  in  1730,  and  was  ancestor  of  the 
Right  Rev.  Alexander  \'iets.  Bishop  of  ^lassa- 
chusetts. 

Chauncev  Eno,  lather  of  our  subject,  was  born 
Dec.  J 9.  1782,  and  was  all  his  life  a  farmer  in 
Simsbury.  He  was  a  Deacon  of  tlie  church,  and 
quite  a  prominent  citizen.  On  X^ov.  4.  1807,  he 
married  Amarilla,  daughter  of  Eithen  and  Amarilla 
(Humplirey  )  Case,  and  she  bore  him  the  following- 
named  cliildren :  Eliznr  Hart,  born  X'ov.  7.  1809, 
married  ^iay  24,  1848,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Tuller,  and 
died  Jan.  16.  1S83.  Cordelia,  born  June  3.  1812, 
■was  married  Dec.  3,  1839.  to  \\'atson  Wilcox,  who 
died  Eel).  15.  1879,  leaving  her  w-ith  two  children — 
Addie.  Ijorn  Jan.  9,  1841  ;  and  Eewi^  W'.,  born  July 
15.  1842,  v.  lio  died  Oct.  15,  1853.  Chauncey  lA-elyn, 
the  third  child,  l)orn  Dec.  27,  181 5,  is  the  sul)ject 
o?  this  slcetch.  The  fourth  child,  Jennette  Amarilla. 
born  May  8,  1818.  was  married  April  15,  1839,  to 
Rufus  Tuller,  and  died  Ecb.  13,  18S9,  the  moth.er 
of  three  children — Xellie  born  July  26.  1840. 
and  married  Dec.  25,  1866.  to  Joseph  A.  Rcecher; 
Fanny  A.,  bom  Jan.  21.  1844,  who  died  May  10. 
1871  :  and  Chauncey  Evelyn,  born  Jan.  20,  1S46, 
married  to  Jennie  Curtiss.  The  fifth  child  of  Chaun- 
cey Eno,  Josiah  William,  born  Eeb.  23,  1820,  mar- 
ried Louisa  Glassell,  of  A'irginia,  and  died  in  Plym- 
outh. I'enn..  in  1895,  the  father  of  tvco  children  — 
William  Glassell  and  Jen.nette,  the  latter  the  wife 
of  Palmer  Cam.pbell,  of  Hoboken,  X.  J.  Chauncey 
Eno,  the  fatlier  of  the  above  family,  was  a  rei)re- 
sentative  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1828,  and  a 


justice  of  the  jieace  in  Simsburv-  in  183.;.  Ele  v/a- 
TiOted  for  his  uivriglu  character  and  temjierate  hab- 
its, was  a  true  Christian,  a  gooil  luisband  and  kiiul 
father,  a  bri,L;lit  example  to  his  fellow  men,  an.i  was 

I  blessed  with  the  love  of  all.    llis  death  l'X>k  place 

I  Jan.  13,  1845. 

Chauncey-  lAelyn  l-'no  was  educated  ]irimarilv 
in  a  district  sch.  ol.  ami  later  became  a  student  at 
Amherst  (Mass.)  College,  lie  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing, and  followed  that  vocatii^n  in  Simsbury  until 
1878,  when  he  removed  to  WeaLi\gue  and  settled 
on  the  farm  of  his  father-in-iaw,  Richar(.l  llacon, 
where  he  continued  his  calling  imtil  within  the  pa-t 
few  years,  when  he  retired  to  pass  the  remainder 
of  his  years  in  peace  antl  quiet. 

]Mr.  Eno  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Harriet  Goodwin,  who  was  born  Eeb. 
19,  1821.  and  whom  he  married  Sept.  30,  1840.  Site 
wa  a  dauglUer  of  James  (ioodwin.  a  native  of 
Elcomtield.  and  she  dietl  Oct.  27,  1856,  the  mother 
of  two  children:  Harriet  A.,  born  March  6,  184(1, 
was  married  to  Rufu-^  llond  :  and  Lewis  Good- 
win, born  iMarch  23.  1851,  married  Annie  Rradlev. 
The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Kno  took  place  Oct. 
27,  1S58.  to  Miss  Maria  liacoii.  a  native  of  Sims- 
bury, and  a  daughter  of  Richard  Bacon,  and  to 
tins  union  have  also  been  born  two  children  :  Rich- 
ard Bacon,  April  4,  i860,  and  }vlarv  C,  X'ov.  13, 
1864.  The  latter,  unmarried,  is  a  lady  of  rehne- 
mcnt,  well-read,  and  a  fine  C'_)nversationali?t :  she 
is  a  meiiiber  of  Abigail  I'helps  Chapter,  Daugiuers 
of  the  Revolution,  at  Simsbury.  ]\!rs.  Eno  is  a  ladv 
of  marked  intelligence  and  sv/eet  disposition,  and 
though  for  the  past  thirteen  years  aftiicted  \vitlT. 
blindness  bears  her  deprivation  of  sight  with  Clu'is- 
tian  patience  and  commendable  fortitude. 

j  RicH.\kn  B.\c().x  Exo,  sem  of* the  sul)ject  of  litis 
sketch,  received  a  sound  district-school  education., 
and  is  engaged  in  farming,  stock  raising  and  dair\  - 
ing  on  the  farm  at  \\'eatogue.  He  is  one  of  tb.e 
most  enterprisin,g  and  pro,2:ressive  vonng  agricult- 
urists of  the  town  of  Simsbury.  besides  being  the 
operator  of  the  iNfount  Phili])  Farm,  liavin.g  the 
largest  dairy  in  ikie  tuwn  ;  he  is  a  director  in  the 
Connecticut  Dairymen's  .Assnciation.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  men  in  Simsbury,  and  commands 
the  res]ject  of  all  who  know  h.im.  as  he  is  industrious, 
temperate,  affable  in  demeanor,  and  nattirallv  a  ,c:'en- 
tleman.  He  is  a  member  df  the  S:ins  of  the  Amer- 
ican Re\'olution.  unitin,g  with  the  chapter  at  Hart- 
ford. Mr.  Eno  was  snperin.tendent  of  the  Con- 
gre.q-atii Mial  .^unda\'-school  for  ei,ght  \'ears. 

Richard  liacon,  father  of  ]Mrs.  E.no,  ^vas  a  de- 
scendant of  Comieclictit  ance^try.  He  was  born  iit 
Wethcrsheld  <  )ct.  i  1.  1785,  a  son  of  Richard  Ikicon, 
and  a  brother  nf  ('iei^rge  Bacon,  who  became  very 
prominent  in  the  city  nf  Xew  York,  as  Richard 
was  at  llarlfurd,  where  he  was  first  cn.^'agcd  in  the 
West  India  trade,  and  later,  \s-ith  his  bmlher 
r;eor,ge  and  others,  in  the  cojjper  mines  at  Copper 
Hill,  town  of  East  ( iranby,  Hartford  county,  wdiicli 
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business;  tcc^k  him  ti'*  luiropc — prinoipallv  to  Swan- 
sta,  J'jiylaiul.  \\  liile  in  that  countrv.  in  18.15. 
intorostcil  several  capitahsts  in  tiie  nianutacturc 
of  safety-fuses  fnr  hla'^tinL;;-  rnek.  A  factorv  was 
first  cstablisheil  for  this  ]nirpose  at  \\'eat(_iL;ue.  and 
conducted  under  the  hrni  name  i>f  J'>:icon,  ilickford 
&  Co..  heiiuy  thie  fn>t  eoncerii  of  the  kind  in  Amer- 
ica. Mr.  ]!aeon  als  )  owned  a  lari^e  farm,  where 
he  passct!  liis  declining-  years. 

^Ir.  Bacon  married,  Jan.  12.  1S13,  Lavu'a  Gris- 
wold  Humphrey,  who  was  horn  .^ejM.  18.  1787,  and 
died  Xov.  18.  185;).  To  this  union  came  seven  chil- 
dren :  Richanl,  horn  March  jo,  1814.  tlied  unmar- 
ried Dec.  30,  1837:  Harriet  Humphrey,  born  Sept. 
18,  1815,  also  died  innnarried ;  Laura  Elizabeth, 
born  Oct.  i,  1819,  died  in  iS^v);  Moses  Tryon,  born 
Jan.  27.  1822.  died  unmarried  -Vui^-.  17,  1843: 
Charles,  born  l"el).  14,  1824,  married  Anna  i\unam, 
great-g'randdaui;]iter  of  Cien.  Israel  rutnam  ;  Maria, 
born  Dec.  14,  1825,  liecame  the  v/ife  of  Chauricey 
E.  Eno,  our  suhjeet;  ami  I'hilip  was  l>orn  April  8, 
1827. 

Hon.  Chauncev  K.  Eno  was  first  a  W'hij^,  and 
became  a  Republican  on  the  disintegration  of  the 
old  party.  He  has  represented  his  district  in  the 
General  Assembly  one  term,  although  he  did  not 
seek  the  oftice,  and  he  has  always  done  good  and 
active  work  for  his  party.  He  is  a  man  of  the 
strictest  honor,  and  a  devout  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Ciiurch,  and  no  man  in  Simsbury  town 
is  more  highly  esteemed. 

ARCFHICALD  ASHLEY  ^^■ELCH,  actuary  of 
the  riioenix  Life  Lisurance  Co.,  Hartford,  comes  of 
a  family  which  lias  long  been  prominentlv  identified 
with  the  leading  residents  of  }i[ansfield,  Tolland 
Co.,  Conn.,  especially  in  professional  circles.  Rev. 
Daniel  Welch  (a  graduate  of  Yale)  and  Rev.  ]Moses 
Cook  Welch,  the  latter  a  native  of  Manstield, 
great-great-grandfather  and  great-grandfatlier,  re- 
spectively, of  our  suljject,  were  both  ministers  of 
the  Ci'ospcl,  located  at  Mansfield. 

Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Mansfield,  but  nii  )ved  to  Weihers- 
field,  Hartf'ird  county.  He  completed  his  educa- 
tion at  Yale,  receiving  his  degree  from  that  Cniver- 
sity.  and.  was  a  well-known  physician  and  prominent 
resident  of  WethersfieKl.  He  was  one  of  those  killed 
on  the  train — bearing  n;an\-  of  the  prominent  phy- 
sicians of  this  section— which  wjnt  through  the 
draw  at  Xorwalk  in  1S53.  Dr.  W'elch  married  ?\Iiss 
Cynthia  Hyde,  of  Tolland  county,  an.!  thev  had  five 
children,  one  of  whom,  !Moses,  graduated  at  Yale, 
and  took  his  grand fatlier's  pulpit  at  ]\Lansfield  for  a 
time,  later  removing  to  Hartford. 

Henry  K.  \\'.  Welch,  father  of  our  -uljject.  was 
born  in  Mansfield,  moved  to  ^\'ethcrsfield,  and,  like 
his  ancestors,  v.'as  liberallv  educated,  graduating 
from  Yale  ami  later  studving  law.  Later  he  was  a 
partner  of  Judge  Nathaniel  Shipman.  now  of  the 
United  States  court,  and  he  attained  high  standing- 


I  and  honor  in  his  profession.    Actively  interesed  in 
i  the  jniblic  alTairs  of  his  da\'.  au'.i  especially  in  local 
\  progress,  lie   was   eho.sen   t>i   various   positions  of 
j  trust,  represented  hi.s  town  in  tiie  State  Legislat'i'.re, 
!  and  was  mem].)er  and  eliairman  oi  the  high  scho'.>l 
I  committee  of  the  Irnvn.    lie  v.  as  a  director  in  tlie  ijld 
I  Continental  -Insuranee  Co.    ^ir.  Welch  married,  Su- 
!  san  1^.  Goodwin,  wIm  was  born  in  Jrlartford,  where 
j  the  "Allvn  House"  now  stands,  daughter  of  Edward 
I  and  Eliza  (Sheldon)  Goodwin,  who  had  three  eiiil- 
!  dren;    She  belongs  to  a  well-known  family  of  the 
'  city,  her  father  having  been  one  of  the  early  proi)rie- 
tors  of  the  Hartford  Couraiif.    Eivc  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  Archibald  A.,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch;  Edward  G.,  who  died  in  1894.  in 
Chicago;  Erances  G.,  widow  of  licrnard  T.  Will- 
I  iams  :  Henr\-  K.  W..  secretary  of  the  J.  L.  Williams 
I  Co.,  of  Glastonbury:  and  Lewis  S.,  of  New  Haven, 
}  who  is  a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  editor  of  the  "Yale 
1  Alumni  Weekly."  The  father  of  this  family  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty.    Tlie  mother  survives,  making  her 
home  in  Hartford.    She  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  to  whicli  her  husband  also  be- 
I  longetl. 

I  Archibald  A.  \\'eleh  was  born  Oct.  6,  1859,  in 
Hartford,  where  he  has  always  had  his  home.  Dur- 
ing his  boyhood  he  attended  the  North  school,  and 
later  the  Hartford  Public  High  School,  from  which 
he  was  graduatid  in  1878.  Matriculating  at  Yale, 
he  continued  his  studies  in  that  institution  to  the  end 
of  the  Jimior  vear,  leaving  to  enter  the  service  of 
the  Travelers  Insurance  Co.,  in  the  actuary's  office. 
He  remained  with  that  concern  until  iS-^o.  when,  lie 
took  the  position  of  actuary  with  the  Phoenix  ^hitual 
Life  Lisurance  Co..  with  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. Li  1 89 1  he  completed  his  college  course, 
receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  from  Yale.  PL-  is  a 
member  of  the  .Actuarial  Society  of  America;  chair- 
man of  the  high  school  committee;  secretar\-  of  the 
American  School  for  tlie  Deaf,  Hartford :  and  a 
member  of  the  Earmington  Avenue  Congregational 
Church. 

In  1S84  ^fr.  Welch  married  ]Miss  Ellen  Ikuice, 
who  was  born  in  Hartfrirrl,  daughter  of  James  'SI. 
and  Elizabeth  (Chester)  Ihmce,  the  latter  a  native 
of  Wetliersfield.  ^Iv.  13unce  w  as  a  wholesale  grocer 
of  Hartford,  vice-president  of  the  Hartford,  Provi- 
dence &  Eishkill  railroad,  and  a  prominent  resident 
of  ILirtford. 

JAMES  H.  OSPORXE,  AL  D.  (deceased), 
was  not  only  prominent  as  the  acknowledgeil  lead- 
ing medical  practitioner  of  Southington,  but  dur- 
ing liis  long  residence  in  the  town  identified  himself 
with  every  interest  for  local  imijrovement  and 
I  benefit. 

I  'J'iie  Doctor  was  born  in  Ih'idgeport,  Conn., 
j  July  12,  1845,  received  his  earlv  education  at  h'air- 

field.  (  X'.  Y.)  .Academy,  and  his  medical  training 
j  at  the  Xew  York  Homeopathic   ^^edical  College, 

graduating  from  the  latter  as  valedictorian  of  tiic 


lOi 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


class  oi  1S67.  During-  his  long  and  varied  expe- 
rience as  an  active  practitioner  he  huilt  np  an  en- 
viable practice,  ;.nd  gained  a  high  standing  as  a 
profound  thinker  and  man  of  inroad  intelligence,  i 
which  he  useti  for  the  general  good.  Mis  prcn'essiou  | 
naturally  absorbed  the  greater  part  of  his  attention,  i 
but  he  was  deeply  inu■re^ted  in  scientific  c|ucstions  of  ! 
every  nature,  as  well  as  current  events,  and  his 
opinions  always  commanded  respect.  He  was  well 
known  in  his  neighborhooil  as  an  interesting-  and 
enthusiastic  sju^aker  on  an\-  subject  which  he  cliam- 
l')i(_ined,  and  was  popular  among  his  fellow  citizens 
of  all  classes.  Local  public  aftairs  alwa_\'s  hatl  their 
share  of  his  attention,  esi)ecially  those  ])ertaining  to 
the  mental  and  physical  well-l.ieing  of  his  towns- 
peoj)le.  and  the  cause  of  education  and  improvements 
of  the  town  schools  always  received  his  hearty  sup- 
\x-)n.  The  Doctor  was  secretary  of  the  board  of 
school  visitors  for  twenty-one  years,  for  thirteen 
years  chief  of  the  tire  department,  and  for  twenty- 
four  years  health  officer.  He  was  a  director  in  the 
South ington  Savings  15ank. 

Fraternallv  Dr.  Usborne  was  well  known,  afhl- 
iating"  with  Friendship  Lodge,  Xo.  33,  F.  &  A.  AL, 
of  which  he  was  past  master :  Triune  Chapter,  R.  A. 
]\L,  of  wliich  he  was  past  high  priest :  and  Temple 
Council,  Xo.  32,  of  which  he  was  T.  L  ^1.  His 
death,  on  Jan.  7,  1901.  was  the  result  of  an  apoplec- 
tic shock  occurring  three  days  before.  He  left  a 
wife,  Annie  (Finch J  Osborne. 

CHARLES  H.  XORTHA.AI,  a  member  of  the 
Well-known  hrni  of  Smith,  Xortham  &  Co.,  grain 
dealers  at  Xos.  127-129  State  street,  Flartford,  was 
born  I\Iarch  9,  1842.  in  A\'ashington,  R.  L,  son  of 
Hanford  McKee  Xortham.  The  family  is  of  En- 
glish orig-in,  antl  its  members  have  been  noted  for 
the  qualities  which  go  to  the  making  of  good  citi- 
zenship, and  have  usually  been  active  workers  in 
the  Congregational  Chtirch. 

Jonathan  Xortham  (our  subject's  great-grand- 
father), born  Aug-.  29.  1725,  married  Anna  Mack 
A\'il!iams  in  April,  J  754.  and  resided  in  Colchester, 
Conn.,  tintil  1796,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
place,  and  a  leading  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Charles  Xortham  ( the  grandfather  of  our 
sul)ject)  was  born  July  18,  1768,  and  followed  agri- 
culture in  Westchester,  Conn.,  for  many  years  in 
connection  with  manufacturing.  He  died  there  in 
March,  1852.  His  wife,  Sally  Harvey,  who  was 
born  at  Hast  Haddam,  Conn.,  July  27,  1771,  died 
March  7,  i860,  at  tlie  A\'cstchester  homestead. 
They  were  married  Xov.  18,  1795,  and  had  five 
children:  Charles  H.,  liorn  Dec.  21,  1797.  died  Xov. 
12,  1S81  ;  Hanford  McKee,  our  subject's  father,  is 
mentioned  1k-1ow  ;  Sally  M.,  born  July  17,  1804, 
married  GeoVge  T.  Loomis,  a  leading  farmer  of 
Bolton,  Conn.,  and  died  Oct.  28.  1870;  Robert  C. 
born  June  9,  1807,  married  Xancy  Emmons,  and 
died  Dec.  27,  1885  (he  was  a  prominent  agricultur- 
ist of  Westchester,  owning  one  of  the  largest  farms 


in  tile  locality,  and  was  much  esteemed  in  the  coni- 
mimityj  :  Emeline  Eliza,  lx>rn  .\])ril  15,  1S13,  died 
Alay  5,  iS8().  was  married  (,hrsl)  March  27,  1S65, 
to  i^anie!  Wliiteman,  and  (second)  h'eb.  10,  1881, 
wedded  J.Cnos  Xickerseni,  of  Rhode  island,  b.ith  now 
deceased. 

Hanford  ,McKee  Xortham  (our  subject's  father) 
was  born  Aug.  18,  iSoo,  near  Colchester,  Conn.,  and 
after  completing  a  common-school  course  became  a 
teacher.  He  Kicated  first  in  Xorwich,  and  then  in 
Sufileld,  w  b.ere  he  conducted  a  farm.  In  ]808  he 
removed  to  East  Hartfoni,  where  lie  died  Xov.  I, 
1880,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  He  became 
one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  East  Hartford,  and 
for  some  time  made  a  specialty  of  raising  tobacco. 
His  judgment  was  sound,  and,  as  his  education  and 
progressive  spirit  made  him  a  power  in  the  locality, 
he  was  prominent  in  jx)litics  as  a  Republican,  and 
in  religious  wui]<  as  a  member  of  tlie  CongTega- 
tional  Lhurch.  (_)n  June  2,  1841,  Mr.  Xortham  mar- 
ried, in  Coventry,  R.  J.,  Marcy  Howland  Chaoe,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  'Charles  Jri.  and  Miss 
Helen  R.,  the  latter  a  highly  educated  lady,  resid- 
ing on  the  old  homestead  in  East  Hartford;  she  is 
a  leader  in  cliurch  and  social  affairs  in  that  Io»:ality. 
OtU"  subject's  mother,  who  was  a  woman  of  ciuiet 
disi)Osition  and  a  nolde  character,  was  bi^rn  in  Rhode 
L^land  March  i,  1S13,  and  died  Feb.  6,  1894.  Tier 
father,  Russell  A\',  Chace,  who  lived  to  tlie  age  of 
eighty  years,  was  a  wealth}-  cotton  manufacturer  of 
\\  ashington,  R.  L,  emplo_\  ing  a  large  number  of 
workn-ien.  ILt  mother,  Rlnla  Green,  was  born 
Alarch  17,  1778,  daughter  of  Gideon  Green,  of  Co- 
ventry, R.  ].,  who  was  of  the  same  stock  as  Gen. 
Xathaiiiel  Oeen,  of  Revolutionary  fame  (born  July 
27,  1742  I.  Ciideon  Green  married  ^vLircy  Howland, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Howland,  of  Rhode  Island. 
Russell  W.  and  Phila  Green  Chace  were  at  one  time 
Presbyterians,  but  in  later  life  thev  united  with  the 
Congregatiojial  Church.  They  had  three  children: 
Daniel.  William  and  Alarcy  Flowland.  Daniel  was 
in  ])usiness  with  his  father,  and  took  charge  of  the 
estate  at  the  latter's  death.  William  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1849.  a'ltl  remained  in  the  gold  fields  ten 
years,  making  a  success  of  his  venture.  Later  he 
engaged  in  business  with  his  brother,  continuing 
until  iiis  retirement  from  active  cares. 

(Jur  subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  ])lace  and  in  llie  Connecticut  Literary 
Institute  at  Suffield,  Conn.  When  seventeen  he  left 
home  to  make  his  own  wa\-  in  the  world,  and  in  1859 
he  settled  in  Hartfi.rd,  where  he  was  first  employed 
bv  his  uncle.  C.  H.  Xortham,  in  tlie  cotton  and  wool 
business.  After  six  months  he  became  a  clerk  for 
Jerome  tK:  Redfield,  wholesale  griK'ers,  with  v.-honi 
he  spent  three  }  ears.  In  1864  he  went  into  business 
for  liimself.  as  a  member  of  tlic  firm  of  llradforc' 
Xortham  l"o.,  wholesale  Hour,  grain  and  feed 
dealers,  and  in  uSf)')  the  name  was  changed  to  Smith, 
Xortham  iS;  Robinson.  In  1882  Mr.  Robinson  with- 
drew, the  otiiers  continuing  as  Smith,  X'ortbam  & 
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Co.  until  tliO  (loath  of  Mr.  Siniili.  in  Jannarv,  1807. 
'J'lic  Imsincss  was  ilion  reorganized  under  the  same 
jiaine,  and  at  present  our  subjeet's  partner  is  iMUelyn 
\".  .Milehell.  The  business  is  the  oldest  and  best 
known  in  tlio  State,  and  lias  been  most  suceessl'u!. 
The  firm  has  built  lour  lars^e  wareh^nises  and  two 
cIe\aiors,  and  the  largest  i^rain  mill  in  Xew  i'-ny- 
land.  I'liev  oceupy  over  two  acres  ol"  ground,  and 
the  capacity  of  the  mill  is  Lk(JOO  bushels  of  corn 
<lailv;  the  four  warehouses  will  hold  Joo  carloads 
of  llour  and  feed,  and  the  two  elevators  200,000 
Lushels  of  bulk  grain.  Their  trade,  which  is  larger 
than  any  other  hou<e  outside  of  Boston  and  Now 
York,  extends  all  o\  er  Xew  England,  and  they  con- 
stantly keep  grain  of  all  kinds  in  transit,  in  addition 
to  the  stock  kept  on  hand  at  the  mill  and  warehouses. 
INlr.  X^ortham  is  also  connected  with  cnher  corporate 
interests  where  his  ability  and  shrewd  insight  are 
valued,  being  a  director  in  the  American  Xational 
Bank,  the  Phamix  I'ire  Insurance  Co..  the  Broad 
Brook  Co.,  the  Xew  Haven  Steamboat  Co.,  the  Loan 
&  Guarantee  Co.,  and  the  Societv  for  Savings.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  pol/ics,  and  has  served  in  the 
common  council  two  terms.  In  i&jo  he  declined 
election  as  alderman,  but  was  appointed  street  com- 
niissioner,  and  by  reappointments  served  ten  years, 
being  president  of  the  board  for  eight  years,  ide  is 
not  a  member  of  any  secret  society,  finding  his 
greatest  pleasure  in  spending-  his  evenings  in  the 
liome  circle,  but  he  and  his  family  are  popular  so- 
cially, and  all  are  active  members  of  the  South  Con- 
gregational Cluirch. 

In  1876  ^[r.  Xortham  built  his  present  beautiful 
residence  at  Xo.  12  Charter  Oak  I'lace.  one  of  the 
finest  homes  in  the  city.  Un  Sept.  22,  1870,  he  was 
married  to  Aliss  Hattie  L.  Tiitany,  w  ho  was  born  in 
Hartford,  near  her  present  home.  Thev  have  had 
five  children  :  Arline,  Edwin  Tiffany,  Russell  Chace, 
Katherine  Tift'any.  and  Carl  Harvey.  All  were  edu- 
cated in  the  South  school  and  the  Hartford  Public 
High  School.  Miss  Arline  is  a  graduate  of  La  Salle 
Seminary,  Aubtirndale,  Mass.  Edwin  T.  and  Rus- 
sell C.  graduated  from  the  Peekskill  ^.lilitary  Acad- 
emy, at  Peekskill,  X.  Y.  Carl  Harvey  belongs  to 
the  class  of  1904,  W'esleyan  University,  ^Middle- 
iown,  Conn.  Russell  G.  Xortham  is  in  business 
Avith  his  father.  Pie  was  married  Dec.  14,  1899,  to 
^liss  Jane  E.  Plyde,  daughter  of  Salisbury  and 
Elizabeth  Hyde,  of  Plartford. 

HON.  EDWTX  D.  TIFFAXY  (deceased), 
one  of  the  founders  and  for  many  years  a  meml)er 
of  what  subsequentlv  became  the  business  house  of 
the  Case,  Lockwood  &  Brainard  Co.,  Hartford,  and 
widely  known  as  one  of  the  city's  substantial  men 
and  prominent  citizens,  was  up  to  the  time  of  his 
<leath,  April  12,  1890,  when  he  was  aged  eighty 
years,  a  connecting  link  in  the  city's  history  be- 
tween 1830  and  ]890. 

yir.  Tiffany  \vas  l)orn  Dec.  5.  iSio,  in  the  town 
</f  Sturbridge,  Worcester  Co.,  ?\lass.,  son  of  Jona- 


than aiul  ]-'.\perience  ( Chaml.ierlain)  Tiffany,  the 
father  born  Julv  20.  1782,  in  Attleboro,  Mass.:  the 
mother  on  June  18.  178(k  in  I'omfret.  Conn.  Tliey 
were  married  J^ec.  20,  1807.  in  Woodstock,  Conn., 
li\ed  for  a  period  in  Sturbridge,  and  later  located 
in  Hartford.  Conn.,  where  thev  were  esteemed  and 
respected  citizens.  Mr.  Tiffau}-  died  Dec.  12,  1S05, 
Ids  wife  on  July  31,  18O1.  G'lf  their  other  six  chil- 
dren three  only  are  living:  Palmer  C,  one  of  the 
successful  men  that  went  to  California  in  1S49,  is 
now  a  retired  business  man  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa; 
Lucian  is  a  retired  merchant  living  in  Hartford; 
Susan  K.  is  the  widow  of  John  R.  Youngs,  late  of 
Hartford. 

Edwin  D.  Tiffany  began  learning  the  printer's 
trade  in  his  native  town  in  1827,  and  m  1830  located 
in  Hartford,  where  his  long,  honorable,  useful  and 
sticcessful  life  was  passed.  In  the  Januarv  number 
of  the  "Connecticut  Quarterly,"  1896.  there  ap- 
peared an  article,  under  the  h.ead  of  "A  Typographi- 
cal Gala.xy,"  in  which  such  men  as  Philemon  Can- 
field,  John  Russell,  \\'illiam  Boardman,  James 
Lockwood,  Corydon  A.  Alford.  Alfred  E.  I)Urr, 
Elihu  Ceer,  John  Stedman,  Edwin  LX  Tift'any, 
William  I-'axon  and  Charles  TuUer  were  referred 
to,  and  frr)m  it  we  take  the  following  concerning 
the  life  of  our  stibject: 

The  publication  of  the  JNVt  EnglniO  Wcel  ly  Jicri<  tr  wrs 
begun  at  Hartiord  in  18'iS  by  Hanmer  &  Phelps.  George  D. 
Prentice  was  its  first  editor.  In  ISoO  Edwin  D.  Tiffany,  a 
young  man  of  twenty,  from  Sturbridge,  Mass.,  obtained 
employment  in  the  composing-room.  He  began  work  as 
a  "  half  journeyman,"  in  the  printer's  parlance  of  tlie  timt- . 
In  the  same  year  Mr.  Prentice  left  the  /if '.'iV'c,  going  to  Ken- 
tucky to  write  the  life  of  Henry  Clay,  and,  subseciut-ntly, 
became  editor  of  the  Lmii-^fil/t'  .h'urnal.  which  supported 
Clay  for  the  Presidency.  Mr.  Prentice  had  been  among  the 
first  to  recognise  the  abUity  of  John  G.  W'hittier  (then  about 
twenty-three),  and  to  prophesy  his  renown.  It  was  through 
Prentice's  influence  that  his  successor  on  the  iiVrfV^p  was  none 
other  than  tlie  young  Quaker  p'let,  W'hittier — wh.o,  while  in 
Hartford,  was  extremely  homesick — was  of  a  retiring  disposi- 
tion, and  spL-nt  nearly  all  Ids  es'enings  in  the  "  sanctum."  He 
frequently  invited  young  Tiffany  to  come  in  and  chat  with 
him,  and  the  poet-editor  and  printer  became  warm  friends. 
In  after  years  those  conversations  in  W'hittier's  sanctum 
were  often  referred  to  by  Mr.  Tiffany  as  among  the  happiest 
incidents  of  his  life. 

An  experience  (jf  two  years  in  the  office  of  one  of  the 
most  popular  newspajjers  in  Xt-w  England  naturally  stimu- 
lated a  taste  for  journalism,  and  in  X^'i'l  Mr.  Tiffany  re- 
turned to  Massachusetts  and  conducted  a  weekly  paper 
in  Southbridge  for  twelve  months,  a  period  quite  long  enough 
to  satisfy  him  that  the  tield  was  an  unsuitable  one  for  his 
more  matured  ideas  and  growing  ambition.  Returning  to 
Hartford,  he  worked  for  a  time  as  journeyman  on  the  Anti 
Man'inir  [ntMu/ence,  and  later  for  Philemon  Canheld. 

A  few  yt-ars  befijre  his  death  Mr.  Tiffany,  in  a  private 
conversation,  told  some  of  his  experiences  as  a  pressman, 
and  gave  the  history  of  his  tirst  business  venture  in  Hartford. 
Any  reader  who  knew  him  intimately  can  imagine  witli 
what  dry  drollery  and  quaint  humor  he  related  the  story. 

"J.  Hubbard  Wells  was  a  Hartford  printer.  His  father, 
John  I.  Wells,  the  Quaker,  was  the  inventor  of  the  Wells 
press.  When  the  fatb.er  died,  Hubbard  continued  the  busi- 
ness, and  added  book  printing  to  it  by  desire  of  many  local 
book  put)lishers. 

"  S[)eaking  of  7)ress('S — tlie  tirst  I  worked  on  was  a 
Rama^c,  tin-  kind  l!i-n  I'ranklin  u.seil  to  struggle  w  'ah.  I 
had  some  exiierienct-  with  a  Wells  [iress  next  in  the  office 
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where  I  lu-can  inv  tr.nle.  I'liilcnion  Canficid  usee!  the 
lirauiehoro"  jiresses;  ihey  made  more  noise  than  forly 
sieain!  lo.its. 

"David  ]■'.  Robinson,  the  father  of  the  Hon.  Henry  C. 
Kobinson,  was  a  imhUsher  whoi;ave  Huhhard  Wells  a  great 
tleal  of  \vork.  F.  J,  Hr.iUin^tun  was  anotlier  tjood  customer. 
1  was  a  pressman  at  the  Wells  establishment.  Every  inch 
of  room  in  the  building:  was  utilized.  Some  of  the  presses 
were  close  up  under  the  roof.  It  was  so  hot  there  in  sum- 
nier  that  the  rollers  melted.  That  was  where  1  worked  at 
first.  Afterward  Mr.  Wells  took  a  room  down  by  the  liridge 
and  I  worked  there.  Then  the  whole  establishment  was 
brougfit  tot:ether  iti  Catlin's  buildim,'  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Asylinn  streets.  It  was  there  that  I  was  made 
foreman  of  ttie  pressroiun.  \'ery  soon  that  ot'lice  became 
too  small,  and  we  moved  mtii  the  Mitchell  building,  where 
the  Coiinint  building  now  st.inds. 

"Not  long  alterward  Mr.  Wells  had  an  opportunity  to 
purcliase  a  large  printing  establishment  in  Cincinnati,  and 
he  urged  me  to  go  in  with  somebody  and  buy  him  out.  Well, 
to  make  a  lone  story  short,  Newton  Case  and  1  went  into 
partnership--that  was  in  ISofi  — the  tirm  name  being  Case, 
TitTany  \-  Co..  and  bought  the  Wells  establishment,  paying 
all  the  cash  we  could  raise,  Mr.  Wells  trusting  us  lor  the 
balance  of  tlu  amount  due.  A'anson  I).  Waters  was  Soon 
taken  into  the  firm,  retiring  two  years  later,  when  Leander 
C  Burnham  was  admitted  and  his  name  tacked  on  after 
Tiffany's.  Hurnham  died  in  1848,  when  the  original  firm 
name  was  resumed.  In  I^.;!*  we  were  able  to  purchase  the 
largest  establishment  in  the  State,  Philemon  Cantield's. 
W  e  consolidated  the  two  establishments  in  the  old  jail  build- 
ing on  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Trumbull  streets,  and  thus, 
without  knowing  it,  founded  the  present  Case,  Lockwood  iS: 
Brainard  Co.  I  expect  there  will  always  be  a  printing  office 
on  that  corner." 

The  first  Hartford  Directory  (l8oo)  was  printed  by  Case, 
Tiffany  &  Co.,  for  Melzar  Gardner.  Curiously  enough  Mr. 
Tiffany's  name  only  apfK-ars  in  tlie  imprint  upon  the  title- 
page.  Mr.  Tift'any  retired  from  thehrm  in  18.^7.  Afterward 
he  was  for  three  years  president  i>f  the  .Merchants  and 
Manufacturers  Bank  of  Hartford.  L'pon  the  organization  of 
the  First  National  Bank,  in  1^54,  he  was  made  its  president, 
and  continued  to  fill  that  office  until  18'iC.  From  that  date 
Mr.  Tiffany  was  occujiied  wholly  with  private  business  mat- 
ters until  his  d'-ath.  He  died  suddenly  .April  P2,  181'0,  aged 
eiglity  years.  Throughout  his  fourscore  years  of  life  Edwin 
D.  Tiffany  was  an  industrious  worker,  unostentatious  in  his 
vays,  possessed  of  a  rare  fund  of  humor,  and  a  true  New 
Englander. 

Ill  1S77  Mr.  Tiltaiiy  began  the  business  of  sell- 
ing farm  mortgages,  and  later,  with  Charles  H. 
Smith,  formed  the  firm  of  C.  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  and 
in  their  offices,  in  the  Jl^tna  building.  Mr.  Tift'any 
was  seen  every  day  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  at  dift'erent  times  connected  with  other  corpora- 
tions, including  that  of  the  Connecticut  ]Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Co..  in  which  he  was  a  director.  lie  ac- 
quired a  handsome  property.  3.1r.  Tift'any  was 
twice  a  representative  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  from  Hartford,  in  1855  and  1859.  His 
religious  connections  were  with  the  South  CfMigre- 
gational  Church  at  Hartford,  with  which  he  united 
in  1S38,  and  of  which  he  remained  an  honored  mem- 
ber for  fifty-two  years.  In  former  years  he  filled 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  the  church, 
and  ever  cnntributetl  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
both  it  and  society.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut Historical  Society  from  its  organization. 

On  Sept.  19.  1838,  ]\rr. Tiffany  was  married  to 
Julia  A.  Camp,  born  b^eb.  28,  .1809.  daughter  of 
Capt.  Samuel  and  Tabitlia  { Seymour  j  Camp,  and 
one  01  a  large  family  of  children,  all  of  whom  are 


1  now  deceased.  Capt.  ."^anniel  Camp  was  born  in 
1  1770.  and  died  ]?>cc.  3,  1S33,  and  Tabitha.  his  wife, 

was  liorn  .May  1.  i  78(_\  and  died  Xov.  J,  1871,  at  tlic 
I  advanced  age  of  uinety-oiie  vears. 
I  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kdwin'  1 ).  TitTanv  were  born 
I  SIX  c!u!(h"en.  niily  two  of  wIidui  survive:  George 
i  Abtrton.  of  .M.  b.ouis:  and  llatiie  L..  uow  the  wife 
i  of  CharKs  II.  Xorlham,  a  jirominent  business  man 
I  of  Hartiurd.  The  mother  passed  awav  March  9, 
j  188^-),  and.  as  ^tatcd  abo\-e,  the  father  on  April  12, 
i  i8()0.     The  deceased  children  were:  Julia  b'sther, 

wlio  died  Aug.  5.  1845:  l-~dwin  Palmer,  wlio  died 
;  13cc.  21.  1801;  l\<.ibert  b'ranklin,  wlio  died  Aug.  3, 

1849;  <'i'i'l  I'-nima  i-'rancis.  wIk)  was  the  v.dfe  of 
j  Charles  Stanton  Gillette,  who  succeeded  ^Ir.  Tift'anv 
j  as  president  of  the  Tirst  National  Bank,  and  h.eld 
i  the  position  until  his  deaili.  Jan.  10,  18S7,  he  an^l  his 
i  wife  dying  witliin  three  da^  s  of  each  other  (  thev 

left  five  children:  Hattie;  Charles  Howard,  who 
j  marrieil  Marion,  daughter  of  Col.  George  Pope; 
i  Xorman  ;  Henr\-  Camp:  and  Emma  Tiffany  Gil- 
:  lette).  '  .  ' 

:  EDWTX  TAYLOR,  a  venerable  and  highly  re- 
;  spected  citizen  of  Hartfortl,  passed  away  at  his 
!  home  in  that  city  May  11,  1888,  in  his  eighty-first 
i  year. 

^Ir.  Taylor  was  born  Oct.  T),  1S07.  in  Glaslon- 
i  bury.  Conn.,  and  was  of  a  well-known  famil\-.  His 
]  father.  Samuel  Ta\  lor.  was  born  in  England  in  1777, 
and  came  to  America  in  earlv  man.hood  witli  his 
brother  Joseph  lo  meet  liis  uncle  P.enjamin,  who  was 
j  a  merchant  in  X'ew  ^'ork.    Samuel  Tavlor  landicd 
j  at  Portland,  Conn.,  wh.ere  he  followed  the  tailur's 
j  trade  for  a  time,  but  in  1800  he  settled  in  .South 
j  (.jlastonbury  ami  engaged  in  l.)usiness  as  a  contract- 
I  ing  sail-maker,  vessel  l)uilding  being  tiien  carried 
i  on  extensively  ab.mg  the  L 1  )nneclicui  river.    He  took 
an  active  interest   in  church  matters,  and  "read 
service'"  fur  manv  vear^^  in  the  Episcopal  Clnirch  in 
South  Glastonbury,  Vvhere  a  memorial  portrait  of 
I  him  is  now  on  the  walls.    He  married  Sarali  Pem- 
!  berton.  of  T'ortland.  and  they  had  children  as  fol- 
I  lows:  (  1 )  Penjamin  is  nientii.>ned  more  fully  bei'~>w. 
(2)  Sophia,  born  }^larch  7,  1801,  died  unmarried. 
{3)  George,  born  Ajiril  26,  1803,  married  Eur.ice 
Harris.     He  was  a  sailor,  and  lived  and  died  in 
South  Gla>t()nl)ur\-.     (4)   Eliza  was  born  Aug.  6, 
1805.   (5)   Julwin.  (lur  subject's  father,    is  men- 
tioned more  fully  farther  on.     ( f) )  Hannah,  b  irn 
I'eb.  17,  1810,  married  b^dwin  Miller,  a  farmer  in 
(jlastonbury.    (7)  Sallie  .\nn.  born  ]\lay  15.  1812, 
married  Gideon  kimie,  a  masnn  and  farmer  in  (jlas- 
I  tonbury.    (8)  Erancis.  born  Xov.  2,  1814,  married 
Lucretia  Miner,  of  Ouiambog.  Stonington,  Conn. 
He  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  but  is  now  engaged,  in 
farming  in  .Sniuli  (  ila^t' mbtn-v.     (i))  Joseith.  b  .rn 
Jan.  11.  i8[8,  married  (first)  a  Miss  Dashiell  and 
(second)  .Mary  .Aklz.    He  is  an  Episcopal  clergx- 
man,  living  in  .^oiuh  Plainfield.  X.  J.    (lo)  .Mary, 
born  -\.ug.  20,  1820,  died  uninarrietl.    (ii)  Mardia, 
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Ii.irn  July  ii,  18J3.  married  llcnrv  S.  l^arsons,  of 
,\\-\v  llavcn.  who  now  resides  in  Xortliainpton, 
Mass.    She  i.s  deeeased. 

Edwin  I'aylor  sjieni  his  earl\-  vears  in  (ih^ston- 
hnry,  and  in  ahoni  1830  went  to  llartlurd  to  en- 
i^aj^e  in  mereaniile  business  with  In's  l)rother,  lien-  } 
janiin  'J'axlnr.  who  was  living-  in  (dastonhnr\-  at 
the  time  of  Edwin  Taylor's  death,  at  the  advaneed 
age  of  cig'hty-nine  }ears.  'idiey  opened  a  store  at 
the  foot  of  State  >treet,  in  a  buildint:;  erected  bv 
Edwin  Taylor  in  1S33,  which  h.as  I)een  nsed  of 
late  years  as  a  railroad  statimi  by  the  \'allev  Railroad 
Co.  At  th.at  time  there  was  no  railroad,  and  mer- 
chandise was  brought  to  Hartford  by  water,  the 
steamboats  stopping-  at  the  foot  of  State  street. 
In  1835  Edwin  Taylor  went  into  the  lumber  and 
planing:  business,  succeeding  Bristol  iS;  Wdieaton, 
at  Dutch  Point;  not  long  afterward  the  firm  became 
Preston  &  Taylor,  the  members  being  Esek  J.  and 
Zephaniah  I'reston  and  Edwin  Taylor.  At  a  later 
period  the  connection  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, with  his  brother  Penjamin,  under  the  firm 
name  of  P.  &  E.  Tr.ylor,  kept  that  well-known 
yard  and  mill  until  April  16,  1849,  when  fire  de- 
stroyed tlie  mill  and  part  of  the  stock  on  hand. 
In  the  same  s])ring-  the  new  mill  was  built,  and  Ed- 
win Taylor  started  again  with  Edwin  Spencer,  then 
cashier  of  the  Connecticut  River  Bank.  The  business 
prospered,  but  Mr.  Spencer  died  in  the  fall  of  that 
year,  and  James  Partholomew  bought  his  interest, 
and  contin.ued  for  five  vears,  the  firm  name  bemg 
E.  Taylor  &-  Co.  In  1854  Samuel  Tavlor  bought  the 
Partholomew  interest,  and  the  firnt  name  became 
E.  Taylor  &  Son,  as  it  has  since  remainetl,  although 
Edwin  P.  Taylor  succeeded  to  his  father's  interest 
in  May.  1SS8.  In  1861  thev  moved  to  the  present 
site.  Edwin  Taylor  was  in  business  for  fifty-eight 
years,  and  for  fifty-two  years  of  that  long  period  be 
was  in  the  lumber  trade. 

In  1832  Mr.  Taylor  married  Miss  Xancy  J- 
Kinnc.  of  Glastonlmry,  a  daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Amelia  (  Hale)  Kinne,  and  sister  of  Gideon  and 
Aaron  Rnme.  Her  father  was  a  graduate  of  \  ale 
College,  and  a  teacher  by  occupation.  She  died 
in  October,  1887,  after  fift}--five  years  of  married 
life.  Xine  children  were  born  to  them,  three  of 
whom  survived  tb.e  father:  Samuel,  born  April  26, 
1833  :  Iidwin  P..  born  Aug'.  20,  1849  I  ^i""^'  Julia,  wife 
of  Dr.  Rolantl  G.  Curtin,  of  Philadelphia.  Edwin 
Taylor  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  earlier  a 
Whig'.  He  took  no  active  ])art  in  public  affairs,  al- 
though he  was  a  member  of  the  coimcil  for  one 
term.  He  was  a  man  of  medium  stature  and  mild, 
conservative  temperament,  and  was  highly  esteemed 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  At  one  time 
he  was  a  member  of  Christ  Churcli,  Hartford,  and 
helped  to  found  .'^t.  John's  Church,  of  which  he  was 
warden  for  uianv  vears. 

Saml'i:l  Ta'.lok  was  educated  in  tlie  Hojjkins 
grammar  school  of  Hartford,  and  entered  upon 
business  life  as  a  clerk  for  Watkinson  &  Bartholo- 


mew. Eater  he  hel<l  a  similar  position  with  Col- 
lins Bros.,  wbole>a!e  dry-goods  merchants,  and  in 
1854  he  was  adnntted  In  ])arlniMship  with  his  fa- 
ther. I'or  the  last  (juarter  of  a  centtu'y  he  has  been 
the  execiuive  head  ot  the  firm,  and  their  continued 
}  prosperit}-  shows  his  a])ilit\'  and  enterprise.  He  is 
regarded  as  one. of  the  must  careful  anil  inuns- 
taking  financiers  in  Hartford,  is  president  of 
the  State  Savings  P>ank'.  and  since  1875  has 
been  one  of  llie  directors  of  the  American 
Xational  P>ank  of  that  city.  He  has  always 
been  a  Rei)ubiican.  and  in  1855  was  a  member  of 
the  council.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Church 
■  of  the  Good  Shephertl  (  Episcopal  ) ,  and  is  serving 
as  trustee  of  the  following".  Tlie  Cluu'ch  Scholar- 
ship Society,  Eisher  Memorial  b'unil.  and  the  Church 
Club.  Sociallv  he  holds  membershi])  with  the  Hart- 
ford Club.  Hartford  Reiniblican  Club.  Hartford  His- 
torical Societv.  and  the  Hartford  Sons  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution.  He  married  (first)  Miss  Eaura 
Lotiise  Lester,  daughter  of  Cliauiicy  Lester,  and 
thev  had  one  daughter.  Ada  Louise  Taylor.  This 
wife  died  in  June,  1870.  ami  Mr.  Taylor  later  mar- 
ried Mary  Amelia  L'urtin.  of  Bellcfonte,  Penn..  who 
died  (  )ct.  II,  1S87,  leaving  one  daughter.  Mary 
Curtin  Ta_\  lor. 

Bi:\jAMix  Taylor,  lirother  of  Edwin  Ta_\lor, 
mentioned  above,  was  l>orn  in  Portland,  Conn.,  Jan. 
18,  1799,  and  removed  with  his  parents  to  South 
Glastciubury  during'  boyhood.  He  received  a  good 
edncati(.)n  for  that  dav.  and  when  a  yoting  man 
went  til  Hartford  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits on  State  street,  m-ar  the  river.  In  1830  he  sold 
out  on  account  of  failing  health,  and  removed  to 
Xorth  Glastonburv,  where  he  maintained  a  general 
store  and  conducted  the  post  office  for  over  thirty 
years.  He  erected  the  building  now  occupied  by  his 
step-grandson,  George  E.  Corbitt,  and  for  a  time  h  s 
sons  assisted  him  there.  He  then  rented  the  store 
to  Edwin  H.  Andrews,  who  was  there  a  short  time, 
but  Mr.  Taylor  afterward  took  charge,  and  with  his 
sons  managed  the  business  imtil  his  death.  He 
(lied  April  29.  1890,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years, 
and  was  buried  in  South  Glastonbury.  He  was  mar- 
ried (first).  X^ov.  3.  1S24.  to  ]\Iary  Ann  Hale,  and 
(second)  on  Xov.  25,  1862.  to  Mary  Tinker  Clark. 
Plis  eight  children  were  all  by  the  first  marriage,  as 
follov.'s :  (I)  Charles,  liorn  Sept.  11,  1825,  is  men- 
tioned below.  (2)  ^Iar\-  Ann,  born  Xov.  9,  1827, 
died  Ma_\-  10,  1828.  (3)  Varv  Jane,  born  April  14, 
1829,  married  I'.lias  'VN'.  Hale,  now  of  Towanda. 
Perm.  (4)  John  Hale,  born  Sei^t.  19,  1831,  died 
Aiig.  30,  1858,  married  .\raria  Tuttlc.  of  Xev,-  Haven, 
and  had  two  children,  [ohn  H.,  his  son,  being  one  of 
the  firm  of  Tuttle,  Aforeh.ourc  &  Taylor,  of  X'cw 
Haven.  (5)  Alfred,  born  A]iril  14,  1835,  died  April 
9,  185^).  (d)  Beniamin.  b  irn  April  1'),  1838,  and 
died  JcUi.  24,  1873.  ser\r<i  in  tlie  Cnited  .StaK-s  army 
during  the  Ci\il  war;  he  married  Emma  (chamber- 
lain, of  llartford.  (7)  William,  horn  .\])ril  4.  1841, 
died  March  23,  1871.    He  married  Kate  Davies,  and 
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j.ell!cil  in  Glastoiilnirv.    Ilo  was  cduoatod  fur  tlie  I 
l'nivt.i>alist  ministrv,   Inil    iKvor   othoiatcd.  (S) 
James  I-"rancis.  Ixini  Dec.  4,  iS4().  died  Dot.  12,  iS(k), 
inariicd  Atla  (iili)ert.  and  lived  in  C ilaste'iihurv  uir. il 
]us  death. 

r.enianiin  'J"a_\l>>r  was  a  str:iii^-  DenirKrrat.  as 
were  hi^  cliildreii.  lie  lieKl  nea.rl}'  all  the  loea.l  ot-  | 
liees,  and  servetl  the  town  in  the  Legislature  in 
18^)8  or  '(k).  He  never  bons^^ht  a  vote  in  his  life,  and 
\vas  known  as  a  \-ery  honest,  ni)ri_!.;iit  mar.  in  all  his 
(!ealin;.^-s.  He  was  of  meilium  stalurL-,  and  of  a  verv 
}>leasant  dis[>osition.  lie  v.'as  a  very  conseieiuioiis 
nian,  antl  the  latter  \  ears  of  h.is  life  he  s])ent  in  read- 
ing- the  liible  anil  writing  on  the  snhjeets  therein. 
He  retained  everv  facultv  iir.til  his  death,  was  well 
posted  on  nearly  all  im;x)nant  topics,  bein^g  a  great 
reader:  was  also  a  fine  penman,  and  when  over 
eigiity  years  old  wrote  as  well  as  ar:y  }"oung  man. 

Charles  Ta\  lor,  son  of  Benjamin  Taylor,  was 
born  in  Hartford,  and  removed  to  Glastonbury 
with  the  family  in  1830.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  of  the  town,  and  after  leaving  school  clerked 
in  his  father's  store  for  a  time.  He  then  went  to 
St.  Cloud,  Minn.,  with  his  brother  J<  )hn,  and  started 
a  store,  but  later  he  engaged  in  the  lunilK-r  Inisiness. 
In  1 87 1  he  returned  to  Clastonbury,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  brother.  \\'illiam,  he  took  charge  of  the 
store,  and  continued  in  business  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Dec.  15,  1895.  He  was  first  married 
to  Jane  Talcott,  by  whom  he  had  no  children,  and 
later  to  INIrs.  Harriet  Corbitt  uicc  Lee),  widow  of 
George  Corbitt,  who  was  wounded  at  Antietam  and 
died  in  1862,  two  months  after  the  battle.  Mrs. 
Taylor  had  one  son  by  her  first  marriage,  George 
Frederick  Corbitt.  born  Julv  4,  i860,  and  now  man- 
aging the  store.  He  married  Relx-cca  Kieth,  and  has 
one  son,  Charles  L.  Corbitt.  l)orn  Feb.  8,  1885,  who 
is  a  talented  musician,  and  is  now  atteitding  Hunt- 
singer's  Business  College. 

Politically  Charl  's  Taylor  was  a  Democrat,  but  ■ 
never  held  office,  preferring  to  spend  the  ntoments 
free  from  business  in  his  home.    The  family  attends 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  ]vlrs.  Taylor  is 
a  member. 

HIRAM  BISSELL.  a  leading  contractor  and 
"builder  of  Hartford,  with  oft'ice  at  Xo.  83  \\'ads- 
worth  street,  was  born  Aug.  12.  i8fq,  in  Glaston- 
burv,  Hartford  county,  where  the  family  is  well 
known. 

Chester  Eissell,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  Fast 
"Windsor,  this  county,  but  spent  his  life  chiefly  in 
Glastonljury,  dying  there  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  For  many  )-ears  he  foUowefl  farming  in  con- 
nection with  boating  and  sha^i  fisliing  on  the  Connec- 
ticut river.  He  married  Prudence  Trvon,  a  native  of 
Glastonbury,  and  a  daughter  of  William  Tryon, 
Mho  engaged  for  tuany  years  in  the  manufacture  of 
shingles  by  liand,  anrl  attained  a  good  old  age,  our 
siibiect  remembering  him  well.  The  mother,  who 
died  aged  ninety-three  years,  v,as  one  of  a  family 


I  of  six  children,  and  the  same  number  brighteia^l 
her  own  home. 

Hiram  Bissell.  who  is  now  the  only  survivor 
of  the  faniilv,  removed  to  Hartford  in  1836,  and 
lean-.ed  the  trade  of  mason  with  Eldridge  Andrews, 
u  ])rominent  builder  of  tliat  time.  He  worked  four 
I  years  to  le.irn  the  trade,  receiving  $25,  S30,  S35  and 
S40  per  >ear,  respectively,  and  then  began  con- 
tracting in  a  small  way,  being  in  partnership  with 
H.  R.  I'ryon  for  a  short  time.  He  continued  alone 
for  a  number  of  vears.  and  th.eti  h.is  i)rother  Sylves- 
ter ji,>nu'd  him,  but  for  some  vears  ]\ast  he  has  been 
alone.  He  is  the  oldest  contractor  in  the  city,  which 
he  has  seen  grow  from  a  city  of  7,000,  including 
West  Hartford,  to  its  present  population  of  over 
80,000.  He  has  built  hundreds  of  dwellings,  and 
a  large  number  of  the  prominent  Inisiness  blocks 
and  churches  in  the  city,  whole  or  in  part.  Among 
these  we  may  mention  the  south  part  of  the  Times 
building,  the  Putnam,  Charter  Oak,  Connecticut  Ylu- 
tual,  post  ciflice.  State  capitol,  the  ^larble  block,  the 
Methodist  church,  the  Memorial  Arch,  and  inany 
other  structures.  In  1899  he  built  the  L'niversalist 
Church  building  on  Main  street,  a  four-story  build- 
ing with  a  church  in  the  rear  and  offices  on  the 
otlier  floors,  and  in  i860  built  the  church  in  the  rear 
of  that.  His  reputation  as  an  expert  workman  also 
extends  beyond  local  limitations.  At  one  time  ]\lr. 
Bissell  was  interested  in  the  real  estate  business, 
and  put  up  numerous  buildings  for  sale,  and  for 
many  \ears  he  was  a  director  in  the  r\Ierchants  and 
the  Xation.'d  l-"ire  Insurance  Cos.,  and  in  the  State 
Savings  Bank,  Cedar  Hill  cemetery,  and  a  life  di- 
rector of  the  Hartford  Hospital.  He  v.as  elected 
water  commissioner  in  1854,  re-elected  in  1855,  and 
during  his  second  term  was  made  president,  in 
which  capacitv  he  continued  for  seventeen  years, 
retiring  in  1873.  Fie  saw  the  entire  system  of  wa- 
ter works  put  in,  being  the  projector  of  the  gravita- 
,  tion  method. 

In  1844  'Sir.  Bissell  married  ]\Iiss  Xancy  Shel- 
don, a  native  of  Hartford,  and  a  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Sheldon,  a  well-known  farmer  of  that  locality. 
Of  their  four  ■  children  two  are  living:  (i)  Belle 
married  J.  G.  Lane,  of  Hartford,  and  has  two 
daughters,  Emiua  and  Bertha.  (2)  Ella  married 
1".  S.  Carev,  of  the  Hartford  Coitrajit.  and  has  two 
children,  Hiram  Bissell  and  Flarold  I).  Mrs.  Bissell 
died  in  1863,  and  on  Sept.  14,  1865,  'Sir.  Bissell  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Elizabeth  Barnard,  widow  of  Dorus  C. 
liarnanl,  by  whom  she  had  three  children,  one  of 
\vhom  is  living,-  Dorus  Clark  Barnard,  of  Hartford. 

Mr.  Bissell  is  a  Democrat,  but  in  local  elections 
votes  for  the  best  man.  He  has  been  nominated 
to  (office,  but  has  refused  to  accept.  Ho  and  his 
faiuily  are  prominent  socially,  and  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  for  many  years,  and  was 
j  formerly  a  member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  l'\  He  and  his 
wife  are  both  members  of  the  Universalist  society, 
and  for  manv  years  he  has  served  on  the  society 
committee. 
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M{;^RI\IS.  'J  Iio  family  of  this  name,  of  whioli 
tl\r  late  J"!iallian  I'lynt  .Morris,  of  Hartford,  was 
ail  Iionorcd  member,  and  of  wliieli  his  nephew,  Jolm 
j'niery  .Morris,  seeretary  of  the  Travelers  Jnsuranee 
Co.,  of  Hartford,  is  also  a  member,  is  one  of  the  old 
and  prominent  Colonial  families  of  New  ]{ngland. 
Jonatlian  l-lynt  ^lorris  was  in  the  seventh  genera- 
tion from  Edward  Morris,  of  W'altham,  Holy  Cross 
Abbey,  County  of  Essex,  England,  who  first  settled 
in  tins  country  at  Koxbury,  AJass.,  the  lino  of  his 
descent  being-  through  Deacon  Edward,  Lieut.  Ed- 
ward, Isaac.  Edward  and  Edwaril. 

(I)  Lieut.  Edward  Morris,  the  American  ances- 
tor, was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Grissie  (Howsone) 
IMorris,  of  A\'altliam,  Holy  Cross  Abbey,  Countv  of 
Essex,  Eng-land,  and  was  born  in  August,  16,50. 
The  earliest  record  of  h.im  ii\  America  is  at  Rox- 
bury,  }ilass.,  in  165J.  He  married  Grace  Bctt,  Xov. 
20,  1655.  He  w"as  a  man  of  prominence  and  inllu- 
cnce,  and  served  in  many  public  capacities,  among 
them  as  constable,  selectman,  and  lor  nine  }ears, 
from  167S  to  1 686,  as  deputy  to  the  General  Court. 
He  became  in  1686  a  settler  of  Woodstock,  then  in 
^'tlassachusctts,  but  non-  in  Connecticut,  and  died 
Sept.  14,  1690.  His  wife  died  June  6,  1705,  at  Rox- 
bury.  Their  children,  all  born  in  Roxbury,  were: 
Isaac,  Edward,  Grace,  Ebenezer,  Elizabeth,  }^Iar- 
garet,  Sainuel  and  Alartha. 

(II)  Deacon  Edward  [Morris,  son  of  Lieut.  Ed- 
ward, born  in  ?ilarch,  165S-50,  married  May  24, 
1683,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Johnson)  Bowen,  of  Roxbury.  He  moved  to 
Woodstock  after  his  father's  death,  and  seems  to 
have  taken  his  place  in  public  afl'airs ;  he  was  select- 
man the  greater  part  of  the  time  from  1691  to  1722, 
was  assessor,  town  auditor,  surveyor,  etc.  He 

,  was  a  deacon  in  the  church  for  many  years.  He 
died  Aug.  29,  1727,  and  his  wife  died  Nov.  20, 
1743.  Their  children  were  :  Elizabeth,  Elizabeth  (2), 
Edward,  Grace.  Abigail,  Susanna  and  Prudence. 

(III)  Lieut.  Edward  ]Morris,  son  of  Deacon  Ed- 
ward, born  Xov.  9,  1688,  in  Roxbury,  married  Jan. 
12,  1715,  Bithiah  Peake,  daughter  of  Jonathan  (Jr.) 
and  Hannah  (Leavens)  Peake,  of  Roxbury.  He 
served  as  surveyor,  constable  and  selectman  of 
Woodstock  for  vears.  He  died  Aug.  12,  1769.  His 
children  were:  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  Edward,  Grace, 
Bithia,  Isaac,  Asa,  Eunice,  Martha,  Alary,  Jona- 
than, Priscilla,  Dorothv  and  Hannah. 

(IV)  Isaac  Morris,  son  of  IJeut.  Edward,  born 
March  26,  1725,  on  Woodstock  Hill,  married  ('pub- 
lished) Oct.  18,  1748,  Sarah  Chaffee,  of  Woodstock 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (May)  Chaffee, 
formerly  of  Barrington,  Alass.  Isaac  Morris  was 
a  farmer.  In  1761  he  moved  to  Springfield,  Alass., 
and  settled  in  that  part  of  the  tow-n  then  known  as 
Wales,  later  the  South  Parish  of  Wilbraham,  and 
now  the  town  of  Hampden.  He  died  Jan.  10,  1778, 
and  his  widow  afterward  married  Hon.  John  Bliss, 
whom  she  survived,  and  died  April  27,  1818.  agccl 
eighty-nine  years.    Their  children  were:  Hannuh, 


Darius,  Kaac,  jose[ih,  IvKvard,  Elizabeth,  Sarah, 
Jumiee,  Che^ter,  Ebenczer,  Elizabeth  {J),  and 
l-lphraim. 

{\' )  Jvlward  Morris,  son  of  Isaac,  born  Dec.  12, 
175(1,  in  Wuodstock,  married  .Mareli  28,  17S2,  Lucy, 
daughter  of  Hon.  John  lUiss,  of  W  ilbraham,  a  de- 
scendant of  Thomas  Bliss,  of  Hartford,  C'onn.,  1039. 
Edward  Morris  ser\ed  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
principally  in  the  army  01  Canada,  and  with  him  his 
brother  Joseph,  who  lost  his  life  in  the  war.  Ed- 
ward was.  a  farmer.  He  died  -\pril  21),  iSoi,  his 
wife  on  April  J5,  183').  Their  children  were:  Oli- 
ver r>.,  Edward,  Isaac,  John  i!..  Lucy,  Abb_v,  Tliirza, 
Richard  D.,  Lydia,  and  luhvard  A. 

(\"I)  Edward  Alorris,  son  of  Edward,  born  July 
21,  1784,  at  the  Bliss-Alorris  homestead  in  Soutli 
Wilbraham,  Alass.,  married  (_first)  Alay  15,  1806, 
Sail}-,  daug-hter  of  Jonathan  and  Alercy  (Leonard) 
Elynt,  of  Wilbraham.  She  was  born  in  Greenwich, 
Alass.,  Sept.  10,  1784,  and  died  in  South  ^^'ilbrallam 
June  24,  1S07.  Edward  Alorris  married  (second) 
June  27,  1808,  Alercy  Elynt  (sister  ot  Sally j.  She 
w-as  born  Aug.  i,  1788,  in  Alonson,  Alass.,  and  died 
there  Aug.  17,  183 1.  Air.  Alorris  w-as  a  merchant 
in  South  Wilbraham,  am,!  later  in  Belchertow-n.  He 
afterward  retired  to  a  farna  known  as  "the  Kent- 
field  place,"'  and  still  later  removed  to  anoth.er  farm 
near  Belehertown.  and  on  -Vug.  16,  1824,  while  bath- 
ing in  Swift  river,  w-as  seized  with  cramps  and 
drowned.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  a  quar- 
termaster in  the  ist  Brigade,  4th  Division,  Alassa- 
chusetts  Alilitia.  Himself  and  w-ife  were  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  politics  Air.  Alor- 
ris  was  a  Eederalist.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ala- 
sonic  fraternity,  ^^'hile  residing  in  \\"ilbraha:n  he 
served  as  constable,  surveyor,  collector,  etc. 
His  children,  all  by  Alercy  except  the  first 
named,  were:  Edward  Elynt,  born  Alarch  24. 
1S07,  died  Feb.  14,  1830;  Sally  Elynt,  born  June 
19,  iSio,  married  Daniel  D.  Chaffee;  Charles  was 
born  June  6,  1S12;  George  Elynt,  Alav  6,  1814; 
Alaria  Alclissa,  Xov.  2,  1816;  Henry,  Feb.  25,  1819; 
and  Jonathan  Elynt,  Alarch  20,  1822. 

Jonathan  Elynt,  the  father  of  the  w-ives  of  Edward 
Alorris,  was  born  Xov.  13,  1747,  in  Windham,  Conn., 
and  died  in  Alonson,  Alass.,  Xov.  6,  1814.  Lie  was 
a  descendant  of  Thomas  Elynt,  of  Salem,  Alass., 
1640.  On  June  18,  1782,  he  married  Alercy,  daugh- 
ter of  Ensign  Ezra  Leonard,  of  Hardwick,  Alass.,  a 
descendant  of  Solomon  Leonard,  of  Duxbury,  Alass., 
^^>37-  Jonathan  Elynt  was  a  clothier,  and  had  mills 
in  Hardwick,  Greenwich,  Alonson  and  Wilbrah.am. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Hardwick  Sept.  18,  175 1,  and 
died  in  Alonson,  Jan.  4,  1823. 

(VTI)  Jonathan  Elynt  Alorris,  Avhose  death  oc- 
curred at  his  residence  on  Earniington  avenue, ' 
Ifartford,  Jan.  30,  1S99,  was  the  former  president  01 
the  Charter  Oak  Xational  Bank,  and  for  manv 
years  a  i>ron-iinent  citizen  of  Hartford.  Air.  Alorris 
was  born  at  ''the  Kentfield  Place''  in  Belehertown. 
AIas.s.,  March  20,  1822,  and  was  the  fifth  son  of 
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lulward  Murris,  His  fatlK-r  died  when  lie  was  two 
years  old,  and  lie  lived  with  Ins  nuiiernal  uncle, 
Kufus  l-"l_v!it,  of  Monson,  .\la>v.,  until  i8^V'-  lie 
then  went  to  Xew  York  L'iiv,  \\  her-:  he  attended 
school  and  filled  various  c!erk>hi])s  until  l.'^43.  wlien 
he  went  to  sea  as  supercargo  of  a  vessel  in  the 
Jlaytian  trade,  and  fur  the  fonr  succeeding;-  years 
was  connected  witii  coniincrcial  cstablislnnenis  at 
I'on  do  Taix  and  llonaivcs,  in  the  Island  of  Hayti. 
In  the  autumn  of  1847  ''^  ^'^'i-''  "uich  reduced  in 
health  by  an  attack  of  yellow  fexer,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  relapse,  and  beinq'  obliged  to  seek  a  change 
of  climate  returned  to  Xew  l-^n;qlaiul.  After  recov- 
ering- his  health  he  entei-ed  the  enipluv  of  the  W  est- 
ern  railroad,  now  the  llosion  &  Albany,  at  Spring- 
field, in  the  cashier's  office,  where  he  remained  until 
1850.  when  he  was  offered  and  accepted  the  position 
of  teller  in  the  Tolland  Countv  f  lank,  of  Tolland, 
Conn.  On  Sept.  13,  1S53,  Mr.  Morris  was  chosen 
cashier  of  the  Charter  C)ak  Bank',  of  Hartford,  and 
in  1879  lie  was  chosen  president  of  the  bank,  which 
liad  become  the  Charter  Oak  Xational  ISank.  He 
reniained  president  until  iSi;3,  when  he  retired  from 
that  oilice,  having  been  officially  connected  with  the 
bank  exactly  forty  ye^rs,  but  retained  a  position  on 
the  board  of  directors.  !Mr.  ^lorris  was  a  trustee 
of  the  Society  for  Savings,  director  in  the  X'ational 
Fire  Insurance  Co.,  treasurer  of  the  Hartford  The- 
ological Seminary,  and  of  the  Connecticut  Histor- 
ical Society.  He  w-as  also  trustee  lor  many  import- 
ant and  large  estates,  wliicli  demanded  much  of  his 
time.  In  business  2\Ir.  Morris  was  regarded  as  a 
man  of  the  highest  integrity  and  honor,  conservative 
and  well-grounded  in  his  business  beliefs  and 
liabits. 

Mr.  ^Morris  was  an  ardent  Republican,  and  was 
one  of  nine  men  who  met  in  Hartford  Feb.  4,  18^6, 
to  take  steps  tow-ard  the  formation  of  the  Republi- 
can party  in  Connecticut.  Only  two  of  those  pres- 
ent survive  him,  Senator  Joseph  R.  Hawlcy  and 
Jtidge  X'athaniel  Shipman.  He  was  a  close  student 
of  historical  matters,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in 
the  establishment  of  "Flag  Day"'  as  a  legal  holiday, 
and  gathered  a  large  an-iount  of  facts  about  the  stars 
and  stripes,  which  he  embodied  in  a  pamphlet.  Fle 
was  intensely  interested  in  genealogy,  carried  on 
much  original  research,  and  was  regarded  as  an 
autliority  on  the  history  and  genealogy  of  Connecti- 
cut families.  He  w-as  one  of  the  originators  of 
the  Connecticut  Society,  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Founders 
and  Patriots,  and  took  the  liveliest  interest  in  all 
patriotic  organizations.  IMr.  Morris  was  one  of 
the  most  genial  men,  overflowing  with  a  fund  of 
information  whicli  could  be  relied  upon,  and  he 
counted  his  friends  and  acquaintances  by  hundreds, 
although  he  was  of  a  retiring,  quiet  nature.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  As}lum  Hill  Congregational 
Church. 

On  ]\Iay  8,  1855,  ^Ir.  ^Morris  was  married  to 
Harriet,  youngest  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Alpha 


(Gillett)  Hills,  of  Springiield,  Mass.  She  died 
.March  3,  1879,  leaving  two  daughters:  Anna,  born 
Jan.  J4,  i85'>.  wife  of  J'rof.  Alfred  Tyler  i'erry 
I  former  jtrofe-scir  and  librarian  of  the  Hartford 
fheological  .Seminary,  now  (^looo)  president  of 
Marielte  (Ohio)  College),  to  whom  she  was  mar- 
ried April  13,  1887;  and  Alice,  born  Xov.  18,  1858, 
wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Smith  Mills,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  to  whom  she  was  married  June  17,  18S5. 

(\TI  )  Capt.  Henry  Morris,  fourth  son  of  Ed- 
ward, and  the  father  of  John  Emery  ^lorris,  sec- 
retary of  the  Travelers  Jnsurance  Co.  of  Hartford, 
was  born  Feb.  J5,  1S19.  in  Belchertown,  -\Iass. 
On  the  death  of  the  father,  wlTen  Henry  was  five 
years  of  age,  he  went  with  his  mother  and  younger 
brother  to  live  with  his  maternal  uncle,  Rufus  Pdynt, 
in  Monson.  and  afterward  with  his  grandmother 
in  W'ilbraham.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  went 
to  live  with  his  uncle  Richard  ^lorris,  in  Spring- 
field, ^lass.,  and  later  for  a  time  he  was  in  the  book 
store  of  G.  &  C.  Merriam,  the  well-known  pub- 
lishers of  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary.  In 
1835  he  shipped  as  a  cabin  boy  on  the  ship  'A"esper," 
Capt.  Flunt,  bound  for  Belfast,  Ireland.  Later  he 
made  voyages  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Europe,  South 
America,  and  the  West  Indies,  during  which  he 
passed  through  everv  grade  of  seamanship,  until, 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  became  a  shipmaster. 
He  was  a  thorough  seaman,  and  fond  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  made  navigation  his  study  from  the 
day  he  first  went  to  sea.  Capt.  Hunt  said  that 
"Henry  [Morris  knew  more  about  navigation  at  six- 
teen than  half  the  mates  that  ever  sailed.''  He  was 
a  seaman  for  several  voyages  on  the  barque  '"Isaac 
Ellis."  Capt.  John  H.  Spring.  His  last  voyage  on 
the  "Isaac  Ellis"'  was  from  X'ew^  York  to  the  -\Ied- 
iterranean  sea  and  to  Monte  \^ideo,  Soutli  America, 
and  back  to  X'ew  Y'ork.  Capt.  ^Morris  was  a  skill-' 
ful  navigator,  and  had  the  full  confidence  of  his 
employers.  He  was  a  gentleman  in  his  ways  and 
I  manners,  unifornily  kind  and  courteous,  and  was 
liked  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  had 
established  a  high  character,  and  was  indeed  a 
model  man.  Had  he  lived,  and  continued  in  his 
profession,  he  would  have  reached  a  high  position 
and  obtained  a  wide  fame,  but  he  was  cut  off  from 
life  just  at  the  age  of  twenty-five.  His  first  com- 
mand was  the  schooner  "Julia  Ann,"  in  the  X'ew 
York  and  Haytian  trade,  making,  voyages  to  Port 
an  Prince.  He  was  part  owner  of  the  "Julia  Ann," 
but  left  it  in  July,  1843,  to  engage  m  trade  for 
himself.  He  chartered  and  made  four  voyages  as 
supercargo  w  ith  the  schooner  '"Mary  Bright,"  Capt. 
r.right,  commanding,  on  the  last  of  which,  in  }\Iarch, 
1844.  the  vessel  was  lost  with  all  on  board.  Capt. 
]\[orris  was  in  the  "William  Xeilson,"  at  Port  ati 
i'rince,  at  the  time  of  the  great  earthquake  in  Hayti, 
May  7,  1842,  in  which  so  many  towns  were  ruined 
and  so  many  lives  were  lost,  and  was  the  first  to 
bring  the  news  to  the  United  States. 

On  Aug.  23,  1842,  Capt.  Morris  was  married 
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to  ilarrict,  (lauL;lucr  o;  l^a;M'(.-I  aiul  Jiarrict  (^I'liss) 
I'.outtcnu,  of  SpringlK'Kl.  Mass.  She  was  born  LV'i. 
w,  1818.  ar  Spriui^fKhl,  Mass.,  and  was  a  tlcsccndanc 
of  riorro  iiontfoou.  a  lIuyuciKn  ri.fu;.;rc  from 
l'"rancc  to  Now  York  in  1(184.  After  tlic  dcalli  of 
licr  luisbanvl  }vlrs.  Morris  remained  a  widow  initil 
1-^ec.  ).  1859,  when  she  married  Charles  ^Morris,  a 
brother  of  Capt.  Henry  Morris.  Sh.e  chetl  at  Keese- 
ville,  X.  v.,  Jan.  j8.  187J.  and  was  buried  there. 
Capt.  Morris"  only  child  is  jt^dm  Iimery  Morris. 

(^X'lll)  John  I".\ii'.uv  AIokkis.  secretary  of  the 
Travelers  Insurance  Co..  Hartford,  son  of  Caj)t. 
Henrv  Morris,  and  nephew  of  the  late  Jonathan 
1-dynt  ^Morris,  of  Hartford,  was  born  Xov.  30. 
1843,  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  in  the  spring  of 
iSoo  settled  in  Hartford,  where  he  was  employed 
in  the  Charter  Oak  r>ank.  of  which  his  uncle  was 
tlien  cashier.  He  enlisted  Sept.  20.  1862,  and  served 
as  corporal  in  Comjiany  r>,  22d  Conn.  A'.  I.,  until 
discharged,  July  7.  18O3.  He  entered  the  service 
of  the  Travelers  Insurance  Co.  July  6,  1S64,  was 
elected  assistant  secretary  in  IMay.  1874,  and  secre- 
tarv  Jul\-  5,  1S98.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors,  and  is  his  uncle's  successor  ni 
the  directory  of  tlie  ^'barter  Oak  Xational  Bank. 
^Ir.  ]\Iorris  has  devoted  much  of  his  leisure  time 
to  genealogical  investigations,  and  has  compiled  and 
l^ublished  a  number  of  books  and  pamphlets  on  that 
subject.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Connectictit  His- 
torical Societv,  succeeding  his  uncle,  Jonathan  Flynt 
Morris,  as  its  treasurer;  a  meralier  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Societ^•,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  ; 
a  charter  member  of  the  Order  of  Founders  and 
Patriots  of  America ;  and  a  member  of  the  Hugue- 
not Society  of  America. 

Sir.  ]\Iorris  married,  ^lay  15,  1S67,  I\[ary  P., 
datighter  of  Festus  C.  and  Sarah  King  (Lincoln), 
Felt,  of  Xew  York,  a  descendant  of  George  Felt, 
of  Charlestown,  ^Mass.,  1633.  She  was  born  in 
Xew  Y'ork  City  Jan.  i,  1848,  and  is  a  granddaugh- 
ter of  the  late  Levi  Lincoln,  of  Hartford,  a  descend- 
ant of  Thomas  Lincoln,  the  miller,  of  Taunton, 
]Mass.,  1C50.  The  children  of  r\Ir.  and  Mrs.  [Morris 
are:  (i)  Henry  Lincoln,  born  Fell.  6,  1868,  was 
married  in  Stockbridge,  }vlass.,  Oct.  6,  1891,  to 
Lucy  Hurlbut  Karrick,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Edward  Karrick  Alorris,  born  in  X'ew  Y^ork  City 
Jan.  25,  1897.  ^Ir.  Morris  is  historian  of  the  Em- 
pire State  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  an  incorporator  and  founder  of 
the  Order  of  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America. 
He  is  engaged  in  business  in  Xew  York  City,  and 
resides  in  Flushing,  L.  I.  (2)  Edward  Bontecou, 
born  Aug.  16,  1875,  a  graduate  of  the  Sheffield 
Scientific  School,  of  \'ale  University,  is  employed  in 
'the  Actuarial  Department  of  the  Travelers  Insur- 
ance Co.  (3)  John  Felt,  born  Oct.  29,  1877,  is  con- 
nected with  the  Hartford  Trust  Company. 

CHARLES  G.  STOXF,  Home  Office  Agent 
of  the  Travelers  Insurance  Co.  of  Hartford,  and  in 
other  connections  a  prominent  resident  of  that  city, 


;s  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  May  5,  i8(>o,  in 
Xaug;;tuck. 

Alban  M.  .^tone.  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
nas  a  descendant  oi  Hul;!!  ."^tone.  who  emigrated  to 
this  CL»mitr\-  from  Iingland  in  about  K'55,  and  set- 
tled in  Warwick.  R.  J.  Mr.  Stone's  grandfather, 
Job  Afattison,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and 
his  widow  received  a  jiension  for  his  services.  Air. 
Stone  was  a  prominent  m;in  in  Hartfortl  county  in 
h.is  day,  for  many  years  holding  the  position  of 
agent  for  the  Xorth  Maneliester  Mills.  Later  he 
removed  to  Providence,  ]\.  1.,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  paper  trade,  building  up  a  largo 
business.  He  married  Mary  Adams  Morse,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  Alorse,  of  Coventry,  R.  1.,  whose 
ancestor,  William  Alorse,  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try in  1035,  and  settled  in  Xewburv,  Alass.  Mary 
Adams  Stone  was  a,  descendant  of  Henry  A.dams, 
who  emigrated  to  Xew  England  in  i''34,  and  set- 
tled in  Braintree,  Alass.  Henry  Adams  was  the  fa- 
ther of  Lieut.  Henry  Adams,  of  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  of  Boston,  who  was  killed  by 
the  Indians  at  the  burning  of  Aledheld  in  1676. 
Other  descendants  from  Hemy  Ailams  were  John 
Adams  and  John  Ouincy  Adams,  Presiilents  of  the 
United  States  ;  Samuel  Adams,  the  patriot  signer  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence :  Charles  Francis 
Adams ;  and  many  other  men  of  note.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Stone  had  a  large  family,  of  whom  but  two  survive : 
James  B..  the  father  of  tiur  stibject:  anil  Sarah  A., 
Airs.  Disbrow,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  Air.  Stone 
i  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  his  wife 
j  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.     They  were  identified 

with  the  Congregational  Church. 
I       James  B.  Stone  was  reared  in  X'orth  Alanclies- 
I  ter,  but  his  active  life  was  passed  in  Hartford, 
I  where  he  became  a  well-known  business  man,  en- 
1  gaging  in  tlie  wdiolesale  and  retail  paper  trade  up  to 
1892;  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  lie  was  the  old- 
I  est  paper  merchant  in  the  city.    Fie  is  a  Republican 
:  in  politics,  and  prominent  in  social  life,  having  affil- 
I  iated  with  the  Alasons  for  many  years ;  he  is  a  vet- 
j  eran  of  the  City  Guard,  of  which  he  was  long  an  act- 
I  ive  member.    Air.  Stone  is  equally  well  known  in 
I  musical  circles,  having  played  the    organ  many 
years  in  the  Asylum  Hill  Congregational  Church, 
1  and  later  in  the  Asylum  Avenue  Baptist  Chtirch. 
He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Congregational  Churcli. 
James  B.  Stone  married  Aliss  Julia  A.  Greene, 
and  two  children  were  born  to  them  :    Charles  G. 
and  Lillian  A.    The  tlaughier  married  Dr.  H.  E. 
Rice,  of  Springfield,  Alass.,  a  prominent  physician 
and  surgeon  of  that  city.    Airs.  .Stone  is  a  native 
:  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  and  one  of  the  eight  children 
'  of  Christopher  Greene,  a  prominent  citizen  of  War- 
i  wick.    Airs.  Julia  A.  (^ireene)  Stone  is  a  descend- 
'  ant  of  John  Greene,  surgeon,  who  came  from  Wilt- 
shire, J'.nghnd,  and  settled  in  about  lO^j  in  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  where  he  died  in  1658.    ( )ther  descend- 
ants froin  John  Green  are  (len.  Xalhaniel  Green, tlie 
celebrated  Revolutionary  general;  John  Green,  dep- 
uty governoi"  of  Rhode  Island,  who  died  in  1708; 
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William  Green,  pivcnior  oi  Ivl^^idc  J. -land,  wlio 
(.licil  in  175S;  William  Cirecn  1^2)  governor  of 
KIuhIo  Island,  u  iio  <.lie(l  in  lSo();  l  ion.  Kav  Lireen, 
niemlier  L"nitod  Slates  Senate  U>  1797;  Will- 

iam (.ireen,  liemenani-g'.nenit.a-  01  Rliudc  l>land  in 
1871  ;  J'.rig-.-Gen.  liei,'rL;e  Sears  ( jreen,  who  attained 
great  in-oniinence  dnrnig  the  Civil  war,  and  his 
son,  Gen.  Francis  \  inton  Green,  celehrated  for  the 
services  rendered  his  country  during-  the  late  Span- 
ish war,  and  for  his  prominence  in  the  Repuljliean 
party  in  Xew  York. 

Charles  G.  Stone  spent  his  ear!\-  }'ears  in  Hart- 
ford, attending-  the  district  schools  and  the  llart- 
fortl  Public  High  School,  front  which  latter  he  was 
graduated  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  Until  twen- 
ty years  old  he  w-as  employed  in  a  wholesale  harness 
liouse,  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Travelers 
Insurance  Co..  as  mail  clerk.  1-rom  this  huml)le 
position  he  worked  his  way  upward  until,  in  18S5, 
he  was  sent  to  St.  Paul,  ?\linn.,  to  learn  the  agency 
work,  remaining-  tlicre  one  year.  Soon  after  his 
return  he  was  ap{")i>inled  Home  C)ffice  Agent  at 
Hartford,  which  position  he  has  e\-cr  since  retained. 
Mr.  Stone  is  prominent  in  the  social  and  public  in- 
terests of  Hartford,  having-  been  elected  to  the 
common  council  board  from  the  Fourth  w-ard  for 
three  years — 189S  to  1901 — being  now  first  coun- 
cilman; from  1897  he  has  served  efficiently  as  chair- 
man of  the  Northwest  school  district.  FJis  political 
support  is  given  to  the  Republican  party.  He  is 
State  secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Society,  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution  :  member  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Historical  Society :  the  Connecticut  Horticult- 
ural Society;  the  Hartford  Yacht  Club;  the  Weeka- 
paugh  Golf  Club;  and.  in  religious  connecticon,  of 
the  Asylum  Hill  Congregational  Church,  being  also 
a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school  and  a  member  of 
the  Teachers  Club. 

In  1893  Mr.  Stone  married  ^liss  Bessie  C.  Rath- 
bun,  and  they  have  had  one  child,  Kathleen.  I\Irs. 
Stone's  father,  Julius  G.  Rathbun.  is  agent  of  the 
Xational  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  \  ermont,  a  well 
known  and  prominent  citizen  of  Hartford.  His 
family  consisted  of  four  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living:  Helen,  Fred  D.,  and  Pessic  C.  (Mrs. 
Stone). 

HORACE  ^lAXX  AXDREV.'S,  senior  member 
of  the  mercantile  and  manufacturing  firm  of  An- 
drews &  Peck,  and  for  many  vears  jiromincntly 
connected  with  the  citv  government  of  Hartford, 
was  born  in  Essex,  r\fass.,  Jan.  10,  1849.  ^^'^ 
grandfatlier  married  Martha  Lufkin,  of  Essex. 

Joseph  Andrews,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Essex,  in  1804,  in  that  part  of  the  town 
whicli  uas  once  a  part  of  old  Chebacco.  The 
only  educational  advantages  open  to  him  were  a 
few  months  each  year  in  district  schools,  and  very 
meager  lionie  training.  His  learning  from  books 
was  chicflv  self-acquired;  vet  such  was  his  inborn 
love  of  stu'ly,  that  even  under  these  discouraging 


conditions  he  became  an  excellent  matliematiciau 
and  a  man  of  l>road  general  knowledge.    \\  hen  a 
young  man  he  worked  as  a  ,-urvevor,  in  w-fiich  pur- 
suit he  was  successful  becau.>e  vi  his  tiiorougi;  fa- 
miliariiy   wnh   his   task,   and   his  rigid  integrity, 
w  hiGi  kilter  trait,  indeed,  was  one  of  Mr.  .\ndre\vs' 
most  proni)ujiced  characteristics  tiirough  life,  lie 
was  thoroughly  intolerar.t  of  anx  thmg  that  was  tm- 
just  or  mean.    In  later  years  he  became  a  farmer 
ami  shii>Iniilder.    His  farm  v.-as  situated  on  But- 
ler's PonU,  in  the  town  vi  Essex,  and  he  was  sup  er- 
intendent in  se\eral  of  the  ship^artls.  was  regarded 
as  an  expert  "liner,"  antl  suiierviscd  the  mode'ing 
and  constiu:tion  of  .some  of  tlie  largest  craft  lloatecl 
from  the  yards  of  Essex,  alwavs  an  importaiu  cen- 
ter for  this  industry.    The  (nitbreak  of  the  Rebel- 
lion stirred  his  patriotic  pulse  to  the  depths.  He 
tendered  his  services  to  the  government  in  the  ca- 
pacity in  which  he  felt  he  could  be  most  useful,  and 
was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  navy  yard  at  Chjarles- 
tow-n,  where  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  large 
force  of  men.    Here  his  technical  skill,  no  less  than 
I  his  natural  executive  ability,  trained  by  previous 
experience,  insured  success,  and  won  for  him  the 
genuine,  profound  resjiect  of  the  officers  w-ho  were 
his  superiors.    It  is  difficult  to  speak  too  highly  of 
the  character  of  Joseph  Andrew-s,  whose  keen  intel- 
lect and  rugged  honesty  stamped  h.im  as  a  true  sou 
of  Xew  England.    His  perceptions  were  quick  and 
clear,  his  n-iemory  strong  and  retentive;  his  charity 
quiet,  yet  all  embracing;  his  resolution  firm.  And 
to  these  traits  he  joined  an  originality  and  individ- 
:  ualitv  of  character  w-ith  a  high  moral  purpose  which 
I  commanded  and  enforced  respect.    He  passed  from 
!  earth  in  188S,  his  w-ifc  three  vears  before.  Her 
I  maiden  name  Avas  Hannah  Know-lton,  and  she  was 
j  the  daugliter  of  piloses  Know-lton,  who  married  Ab- 
I  igail  Pulcifer.   of   West   Gloucester,    Z\Iass.  }.Ir. 
:  Knowltoti's  uncle,  Gen.  Know-lton,  was  a  galiant 
I  officer  in  the  Colonial  army  in  1776,  and  served 
i  with  distinction  at  Bunker  Hill.    The  children  born 
;  to  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Andrew-s  w-ere  eight  in  number: 
I  Joseph  \\".,  Francis  ^Marion,  Susan  Eliza,  Floratio 
!  Xelson,   ^ilaryline,  Elias  Calvin,  Flannah  ^Taria, 
:  and  Horace  Mann. 

Florace  M.  Andrews  obtained  his  early  educa- 
tion chiefly  in  the  district  schools  of  Essex,  although 
I  his  training  w-as  rounded  out  by  one  year  in  a  com- 
I  mercial  school  at  Boston.  His  scholastic  training, 
fairly  good  for  the  times,  he  has  since  improved  by 
■  well-directed  reading.  During  the  early  years  of 
i  his  life,  while  not  in  school,  he  was  enabled  to 
i  gather  some  know-lcdgc  of  business,  working  in  the 
'  principal  store  of  his  native  town,  it  being  his  chief 
I  desire  to  make  himself  useful  even  at  gratuitous 
I  service,  rather  than  pass  his  time  in  idleness.  Though 
!  by  no  means  averse  to  boyish  sports,  many  of  the 
j  half-holidays  of  \\'edncsdays  and  Saturdays  found 
j  him  assisting  in  the  ship  yards  of  his  native  town, 
i  familiarizing  himself  with  the  tools,  which  a  few 
;  years  later  he  became  adept  in  handling.    The  iirst 
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lucclianioal  training-  w  hicli  he  received  was  as  a  shoe- 
maker. IIo  was  ]iarlially  initialed  into  the  mys- 
teries of  the  trade  in  liis  native  t^iwn..  aUhongh  in  a 
rather  irregular  >ort  ot  a  way.  i'.eiore  he  was 
seventeen  years  old.  Ii.iwever.  he  left  home  to  ^erve 
a  regular  al>p^entice^hi])  in  the  l)uiUling  business 
with  Bennett  Gritnn,  of  Ldouee>ler.  Mass.  After 
serving-  his  ajipreniicesiiip,  and  during  ilull  seasons 
in  the  building  business,  he  woukl  engage  in  cler- 
ical work,"  whenever  an  o;)ening-  i)resented  itself, 
always  looking:  for  a  stej)  in  advance  and  self-im- 
provcMnent.  Olttimes.  while  engaged  at  his  trade 
during  the  day.  his  sers'ices  were  sought  b\-  various 
merchants  to  help  out  during  the  e\enings  of  the 
busy  season,  whicli  exi)eriences  were  hel])s  in  tit- 
ling- him  for  the  busv  life  lo  which  he  has  attained. 

The  niathemalical  and  mechanical  bent  of  his 
father  liad  tloubtless  descended  to  him  through  her- 
edity, and  in  1870  he  came  to  Hartford  anil  began 
work  as  a  stair  builder.  A  natural  aptitude  soon 
led  to  proficiency.  Two  years  later  he  went  lo 
Haverhill,  [Mass.,  where  he  engaged  in  that  line  of 
business  on  his  own  account,  and  for  eleven  months 
succeeded  well.  In  1873,  the  commercial  panic 
liaving  caused  great  de]:)ression  in  business,  he  re- 
ceived and  accejited  an  offer  to  return  to  Hartford 
where  he  passed  the  next  two  years  working  at  his 
trade.  In  1S75  he  began  manufacturing  in  a 
small  way  at  Plainville,  Conn.,  having  a  [Mr.  Crane 
as  partner.  The  firm  of  Crane  &  Andrews,  sash, 
door  and  blind  makers,  continued  in  existence  for 
five  years.  At  the  end  of  that  ])eriod.  with  the 
strong  competition  and  resulting  low  prices,  the 
firm  w-as  dissolved  bv  mutual  consent.  [Mr.  An- 
drews had  inherited  pluck  and  resolution  from  his 
father,  and  he  at  on.ce  opened  a '  small  shop  in 
Hartford  employing  onlv  one  workman.  He  w-as 
endow-ed.  however,  w-ith  business  capabilitv  of  a 
high  order,  w-hich  onlv  aw-aited  opportunit\-  lor  its 
development  and  demonstration.  In  1S80.  [Mr.  Peck 
of  \\'aterbury  (now  his  associate  in  business)  solic- 
ited his  services  as  a  traveling  salesman,  and  for 
four  years  he  follow.'ed  tliis  vocation  with  marked 
success.  In  1884  w-as  f  armed  the  firn-i  of  Andrews  & 
Peck,w-hose  sash, door  and  blind  factory  in  Hartford, 
employing  fiftv  hands,  w-ith  office  and  store  Xos.. 
88  to  94  [Market  street,  is  one  of  her  recognized  and 
grow-ing  industrial  enterprises.  In  addition  to  man- 
aging succcssfullv  a  large  business  at  home,  [Mr. 
Andrew-s  w-as  one  of  the  promoters  and  organizers 
of  the  Big  Rapids  Door  &  Blind  'M\":.  Co.,  whose 
plant  was  located  at  T'.ig  Rapids,  [Mich.  Pie  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  rlirectors,  and  his  partner, 
IMr.  Peck,  is  treasurer  of  the  company.  This  com- 
pany employed  nearl\-  one  hundred  men  with  a  large 
daily  output  of  sash,  doors.  l)linds  and  window- 
frames,  chieilv  for  F.aslern  trade.  In  June,  1900, 
their  works  w-ere  entirelv  destro\ed  by  hre,  entail- 
ing a  heavy  loss,  l)ut,  nothing  daunted,  steps  were 
at  once  taken  to  rebuild.  .Suc'.i  success  as  that  which 
has  attended  [Mr.  Andrews,  w-ho  has  wrested  com- 


!  pelence  from  poverty  and  actual  triumph  from  seem- 
I  ing  defeat,  is  remarkable,  yet  the  fundamental 
I  causes  are  not  far  to  seek.  To  tireless  industrv  he 
!  has  joined  scrupulous  integrity,  and  in  the  niar.age- 
j  ment  of  his  affairs  he  has  shown  sagacitv  anti 
I  judgment. 

I        Mr.  Andrews'  jxilitical  aftiliations  have  alwa\s 
j  been  with  the  Reimblican  partv,  vet  jjartisan  alle- 
j  giance  has  never  interferetl  w-ith  that  broad  intel- 
1  hg\ni  iniblic  s[)irit  which  he  has  a!wa\s  manifested, 
j  lie  is  a  member  e^f  the  Republican  Town  Comniit- 
!  tee,  and,  by  virtue  of  that  membership,  chairman  of 
}  ^.he  I'^ourih  ward,  in  w-hich  he  resides.    For  tw-o 
}-ears  he  represented  the  old  I-'ir^t  w-ard  in  the  city 
council,  and  after  the  re-districting  of  Hartford 
by  Legislative  enactment  sat  for  four  years  in  tb.e 
Board  of  Aldermen  as  the  representative  of  the 
Fourth  ward.    I'or  two  vears  he  was  president  of 
the  Board,  aiid  therefore  acting  mayor  during  that 
period.    On  leaving  the  city's  legislative  board  in 
1898,  he  was  tendered  a  position  on  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners.     This  post  for  reasons  of 
a  personal  and  business  nature  he  was  loath  to  ac- 
ce])t.  yet  he  fmallv  sank  selfishness  in  tb.e  considera- 
tion of  public  dutv.    To  the  intelligent  adminis- 
tration of  the  municipal  government  he  has  devoted 
much  careful  thought.    He  was  a  very  active  mem- 
l:)er  of  a  conmiitte  to  devise  and  create  a  Board  of 
Public  \\'orks  for  Hartford,  and  w-hile  the  scheme 
failed  of  adoption  in  its  entirety,  its  salient  features 
have  been  engrafted  upon  the  municipal  code.  His 
fellow  citizens  hold  him  in  deservedlv  high  esteem, 
a  fact  which  is  attested  to  by  the  numerous  calls 
on  him  for  public  service. 

[Mr.  Andrews  is  a  member  of  Frederick  Lodge, 
Xo.  14,  F.  &  A.  [M.  and  is  ardently  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  fraternity.  In  religious  faith  he  is 
an  Adventist,  a  member  of  the  Advent  Chriscian 
Church,  chairman  of  the  Society's  Committee  and 
Board  of  Trustees,'  and  for  ten  years  was  superin- 
tendent of  its  Sunday-school.  He  is  also  a  director 
in  the  Spring  Grove  Cemetery  Association  and  a 
member  of  its  executive  committee. 

[\Ir.  Andrews  has  been  twice  married.  On  De- 
cember 21,  1871,  he  niarried  Alice  I.  Scoville,  a 
native  of  Bakersville,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Frances  (Harris)  wSco- 
ville.  She  bore  him  a  dau:;-hter,  Frances,  now  tlie 
wife  of  \\'illiam  [M.  Kinsman,  of  Hartford.  [Mrs. 
.\ndrew-s  died  Jan.  7,  1894,  and  on  Ajiril  20,  1897, 
he  married  Fva  R.  \\'oodward,  daugl-;ter  of  Will- 
iam and  Abigail  (Smith)  Woodward.  She  was 
j  for  tw-enty-tw-o  years  a  successful  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  Hartford. 

EDGAR  F.  BURN  HA  Af.  The  Burnham  fam- 
ily, of  whom  this  gentleman  is  a  worlhv  representa- 
tive, originated  in  England,  and  the  ancestors  of 
the  -American  branch  came  to  this  country  in  Co- 
lonial times.  Our  subject  traces  his  line  of  descent 
as  follows : 
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{]  )  Deacon  John  Hurnliar.i,  Sr.,  of  Chcbacco 
(Ipswicii),  Mass.,  born  in  linyland  in  i6iS,  died 
Nov.  5,  U'g4.  He  canie  to  Chchaeco  in  i()35  :  joined 
tlic  I'ciinoi  expedition  in   H'.v-  ''i   "-'30  was 

granted  land  fur  ins  ser\iees  as  a  soldier,  lie  was 
a  deacon  in  the  church,  and  owner  of  a  larL:;;e  tract 
of  land.  ]ly  his  wile,  Mary,  he  had  lour  cinKlren: 
Jolm,  Josiah,  Anna  and  Elizabeth. 

(II  )  Josiah  ISurnhani,  born  Mav  9,  if)(i2,  (bed 
Oct.  25,  i()92;  married  July  u,  10^-^  Abigail  \'ar- 
ney,  and  had  issue:  Josiah,  Jacob  and  El)ene7.er. 

(Ill)  Ebenezer  ilurnhani.  born  Dec.  23.  lixji, 
moved  to  Hampton,  Windham  Co..  Conn.,  and  died 
March  10,  1746.  By  his  wife,  Dorothy,  had 
issue:  Joshua,  Ebenezer,  Joseph,  Andrew,  Isaac  and 
Dorothy. 

(1\')  Lsaac  Burnliam,  lx)rn  in  1730,  died  Oct. 
14,  1S07;  married  March  22.  1747,  tiunice  Holt, 
who  was  born  in  1732,  a  daughter  of  Zebediah 
Holt,  and  died  Eeb.  16,  1776.  Issue:  Jacob.  Sarah, 
Joseph,  Eunice,  Clarissa,  Rosv.ell,  Isaac  and  Try- 
phena. 

(\')  Roswell  Burnliam,  born  Xov.  15,  1761, 
died  March  29.  1830:  married  (first)  Oct.  23.  1783, 
Esther  Child,  (second)  Betsy  Babcock,  and  (third) 
Sarah  Preston.  D^ne  by  first  marriage:  Lucy, 
Jotham,  Chester ;  issue  by  second  marriage  :  Stephen 
and  Esther. 

(\'I)  Chester  Burnham,  born  in  1790,  in  Ash- 
ford,  Conn.,  was  a  large  farmer  in  the  town  of 
Willington,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Ash- 
ford  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He  married  Mary 
Holt,  who  was  born  in  the  tov.-n  of  Willington, 
daughter  of  Elijah  Holt,  and  nine  children  were 
born  to  tliem.  three  of  whom  are  vet  living:  Esther, 
widow  of  Harvev  Merrick,  late  of  Willington  (  she 
now  makes  her  home  in  Bristol.  Conn. )  :  Jane, 
widow  of  Dr.  Otis,  late  of  Ellenville.  X.  Y.,  where 
she  now  lives ;  and  Chester  D.  The  father  died  in 
i860,  the  mother  in  1854;  both  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Willington. 

(\TI)  Chester  Dwight  Burnham.  son  of  Chester, 
and  father  of  Edgar  ¥.,  was  born  Xov.  13,  1819, 
in  the  town  of  Willington,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
is  a  prominent  dealer  in  granite  and  marble  in  Hart- 
ford. He  received  his  education  in  part  at  the 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  place  of  birth, 
and  then  entered  the  stove  and  tinware  business. 
In  this  he  continued  some  six  years,  after  which  he 
was  engaged  in  different  lines  up  to  18O5,  in  which 
year  he  came  to  Hartford  and  opened  out  liis  pres- 
ent business,  which,  as  will  be  seen,  he  has  now  car- 
ried on  about  thirty-six  years,  over  thirty  at  his 
present  location.  He  has  an  exten.-ive  plar.t,  and 
turns  out  a  vast  amount  of  work,  including  all  kinds 
of  monuments,  manv  of  the  verv  finest  to  be  found 
in  the  cemeteries  round  about  having  come  from  his 
establishment. 

On  Alay  27,  1844,  Chester  Dwight  Burnham 
was  married  to  Jane  E.  I'uirnhani.  of  Hampton, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Adonijah  and  Abigail  (Fuller) 


'  Burnham,  and  also  a  descendicuit  of  (I)  Deacon 
I  John  Burnh;un  through  Josiah.  Ebenezer,  and  An- 
drew.   Adonijah  Burnham,  who  was    a  lifelong 
farmer,  and  connected  w  hh  one  of  the  leading  lam- 
dies  oi  the  county,  died   at    the   age  of  fiftx-.-ix; 
his  wife,  who  wa>  born  at  H.unpion,  and  was  also 
:  allied  to  a  prominent  faniilw  passi.il  a\\a\'  at  tiie 
j  age  of  eighty- four  years.    They  were  members  of 
!  the  Congregational  Church.     1-onr  chiUlren  were 
'  born  to  this  honored  couple,  as  follows:  Chester  D., 
I  born  Sept.  i,  1845,  who  died  in  infancy;  Herbert 
j  D.,  Oct.  27,  1840:  Edgar  1'.,  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
I  lows:  and  Ida  J.,  Dec.  15,  1855.    The  mother  died 
j  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.    The  cliil- 
dren  were  all  educated  in  W  illimantic.  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  high  school  there.    Ida  J.,  who  is  still 
at  home,  graduated  in  music  umler  an  able  teacher^ 
and  has  successfully  taugln  the  "'diivine  art"  for  the 
I  past  twenty  vears.    Both  sons  are  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  city,  have  served  in  the  coimcil,  and 
are  members  of  the  F.  &  .A.  M.  and  the  1.  O.  (  ).  F. 
The  father  is  a  Ke])ublican  in  politics,  and  served 
as  assessor  of  Willimantic  two  years.    He  is  a 
director  of  tlie  Spring  Grove  cemetery.    The  familv 
i  are  all  members  of   the    I'ourth  Congregational 
I  Church,  and  the  daughter  has  for  a  long  time  i)een 
{  activelv  connected  with  the  Suntlay-school. 
I        (\T1I)  FIdgar       Burnham  was  bjorn  Aug.  2J, 
j  1849,       ^^'illi^'lantic,  whence  he  came  to  Hartford 
]  in  F'ebruary,  1865.    Here  for  two  and  one-half  years 
I  he  clerked  for  James  Gemmill.  in  the  clothing  busi- 
I  ness.  and  the  firm  of  Gemmill,  Clark  &  Co.  was 
j  then   fcrmed.    This  arrangement   continued  imtil 
j  April  I,  187 1,  at  wdiich  time  John  Gemmill  an.d 
I  Mr.  Burnham  formed  a  partnership,  under  the  firm 
I  name  of  CjemmiU,  Burnham  &  Co.,  and  carrie<l  on 
j  business  at  the  stand  now  occupied  bv  Wooley's 
!  hardware  store,  until  1882.  in  that  year  erectirig- 
I  their  present  commodious  emporium, 
i       In  1879  Edgar  F.  Burnham  was  married  in  Hart- 
j  ford  to  Alice  B.  Foster,  daughter  of  Ralph  Foster. 

Thev  have  no  children.    Mr.  Burnliam  is  a  Republi- 
[  can  in  ])olitics,  and  has  served  as  councilman  from 
t  the  old  Seventh  ward  one  year,  and  been  alder;v,;in 
four  vears.    Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  F.  & 
.A.  M.,  St.  John's  Lodge,  X'l;).  4;  Pythagoras  Chai)- 
ter,  Xo.  4:  \\"olcott  Council,  Xo.  i;  \\'ashingvi)n 
Commanderv  Xo.  i  :  and  belongs  to  the  Scottish 
Rite  and  Thirtv-seconrl  degree :  is  also  affiliated 
with  Sphinx  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  and  with  other 
i  orders.  . 

JOHX  G.  PARSOXS.  who  died  March  i,  i8>;o. 
j  at  his  home  in  Hartford,  was  one  of  the  leading 
!  residents  of  that  city,  and  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  liecaiue  associated  helpfully  many  years  ago 
with  various  ])hilanthropic  and  reform  movements 
which  have  tended  to  pronifite  the  welfare  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Parsons  was  born  Jime  2,  1821,  in  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  of  good  Xew  luigland  stock,  and  his 
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Jifc  was  si)cnt  entirely  in  this  section.  His  fatlier, 
Jir.istus  1 'arsons,  was  ])orn  ui  the  same  town  June 
JO.  i/Sj,  and  was  married  in  iS^t^,  to  Clarissa 
I'.ronson,  who  was  born  Sept.  14,  1783,  and  died 
i-'eb.  20,  1835.  They  had  seven  children,  none  of 
whom  are  now  living.  The  lather  died  Ang.  O, 
1SJ7.  ¥ov  many  }ears  he  and  hib  wile  were  identi- 
fied with  the  Congregational  Chnrch  of  Windsor. 

John  G.  Parsons  ^vas  but  a  child  when  his  fa- 
ther died,  and  when  fifteen  years  old  he  left  W'ind- 
<.or  to  learn  the  book-binder"s  trade  in  Hartfos'd 
Avith  Brown  iS:  Drake,  a  leading  firm  on  Main  street. 
After  becoming  proticient  in  the  art  he  was  ad- 
jnitted  to  partnership,  the  firm  being  known  later 
as  Drake  tlS:  Parsons.  Tiiey  carried  on  a  general 
hook-binding  bnsiness,  and  the  tTrm  was  also  con- 
nected witli  the  publishing  house  of  Bliss  &  Co. 
for  about  thirtv  years,  becoming  one  of  the  most 
successful  bnsmcss  enterprises  of  the  city.  ^Iv. 
Parsons  was  interested  in  political  questions  and 
in  the  purity  of  the  ballot,  but  refused  to  take  office 
Nvhen  urged  to  do  so  by  his  co-workers  in  the  Re- 
publican party.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had 
been  connected  for  fifty  years  with  the  volunteer 
fire  department,  where  he  was  extremely  popular, 
iind  rose  through  the  \  arious  ranks  to  be  assistant 
.engineer,  and  later  chief  engineef  of  the  depart- 
ment. In  August,  1849,  while  serving  as  assistant 
engineer,  he  was  presented  with  a  silver  speaking 
irumpet.  a  beautiful  token  of  respect.  For  several 
j\"ears  he  was  chairman  of  the  school  board,  and  his 
time  and  means  were  freely  given  to  the  further  re- 
ligious work.  Pie  was  a  stanch  advocate  of  tem- 
perance principles.  For  many  years  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Order  of  Rechabitcs- 

On  May  5,  1844.  ]Mr.  Parsons  married  Miss 
Betsey  M.  Knox,  who  survives  him,  and  resides  iu 
her  pleasant  home  at  Xo.  14O  Windsor  avenue, 
Hartford.  They  had  two  clhldren  :  Alice,  who  died 
Aug.  25,  1849,  ^ged  four  years  ;  and  John  Knox, 
who  died  April  4,  1S92,  aged  thirty  years.  The 
son  was  educated  in  the  Hartford  schools,  and  on 
leaving  high  school  he  learned  the  gold  beater's 
trade  of  James  PI.  Ashmead  &  Son.  After  about 
five  years  in  that  business  he  entered  the  hardware 
Inisiness,  but  sold  out  a  few  years  afterward  on  ac- 
xrount  of  ill  health.  He  finallv  became  interested  in 
the  hotel  business,  and  after  engaging  in  that  busi- 
ness three  years  at  Lake  Dunmore,  \t.,  commenced 
the  erection  of  a  large  hotel,  with  six  cottages  there, 
costing  $100,000,  and  accommodating  300  guests;  it 
was  completed  bv  his  mother  after  his  early  death, 
which  cut  short  a  most  promising  career,  as  he  had 
gained  a  high  reputation.  For  some  years  before 
liis  death  he  spent  his  winters  in  San  Antonio.  He 
married  Miss  Nellie  Frislce,  and  had  one  child, 
Bessie,  but  both  wife  and  child  are  dead. 

Mrs.  Parsons  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  Colonial 
family,  and  her  paternal  great-grandfather,  Archi- 
1)ald  Knox,  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1713,  and__died 
in  Ashford,  Conn.,  in  1762.   His  son,  Samuel  Knox, 


!  had  twelve  children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
the  others  being:  Joel,    Phebe,    Samuel,  David, 
Flisha,  Flijah,   Amariah   and   Susannah.  Samuel 
Knox.  Jr..  father  of  Mrs.  Parsons,  was  born  Aug. 
10,  1780,  and  was  a  pronnnent  agricnlturibt  of  Man- 
ciiester,  whither  he  came  wlien  a  young  man,  and 
learned  his  tr-ade.   He  died  Oct.  13,  1830.   In  1800 
;  he  married  Lydia  Benton,  born  June  17,  1780,  a  re- 
markably gitted  woman,    who    attained    the  ad- 
'  vanced  age  of  ninety-one  years,  dying  March  12, 
1871.    She  was  a  granddaughter  of  John  Benton, 
of  Fast  Hartford.   The  Benton  family  is  v,e!l  known 
;  in  2\Ianchester,  and  Joseph  Benton,  Mrs.  Parson's 
I  maternal  grandfather,  was  a  man  of  marked  char- 
I  acter  and  ability,  and  wielded  much  inthience  in  his 
j  connnunity.     He  married  (first)  Anna  Symonds, 
I  and  they  had  five  children  :  Joseph,  who  married 
!  Jerusha  Loomis,  and  had  five  children ;  Anna,  who 
{  died  aged  sixteen  years  ;  Mar}-,  w  ho  married  Noah 
i  Keency,   of   ^Manchester,  and  had  three  children, 
I  Horace,  Betsey,  and  ]Mary  (^Nlrs.  Keeney,  who  is 
j  the  only  one  of  the  family  now  living,  is  eighty- 
I  live  years  old,  and  has  a  home  with  her  daughter 
,  in  Boston  J  ;  Lydia,  Mrs.  Knox;  and  Persis,  wdio 
'  died    aged    twenty-three  years.    Joseph  Benton's 
i  second  wife  was  Elizabeth  Bryant.     Samuel  and 
Lydia  Knox  liad  ten  children,  of  wdiom  Mrs.  Par- 
sons is  the  only  survivor,  five  of  the  children  dying 
j  wfien  voting,  and  five  living  to  mattire  age.  Maria 
j  died  March  5,  1831.    David  P.  died  :March  8,  1S61. 
I  }slary.  wife  of  John  Fuller,  died  ^larch  4.  1870. 
I  Chester  J.  died  June  21,  1877.    Channcey  B.  died 
^Viarch  3,  1887.    yirs.  Parsons'  three  brotliers  were 
i  prominent  residents  of  ^Manchester,  Chester  being 
j  an  agriculturist  and  fur  dealer.   Chaunccy  Knox  w^as 
\  a  liverN'man  and  hotelkeeper,  and  was  deputv  sheriff 
I  for  many  years ;  he  was  an  earnest  worker  in  the 
1  temperance  cause.    David  P.  Knox  was  a  member 
'  of  the  Hartford  Hnion  ]\Iiniiig  &  Trading  Co.,  and 
v.-ent  out  on  the  "Henry  Lee"  in  1849  ^  seek  gold 
!  in  the  California  fields,  sailing  around  Cape  Horn, 
i  There  he  broke  down  in  health  and  returned  to 
I  Plartford.    After  a  short  time  he  went  to  Soutlr 
I  Carolina:  and  there  engaged  in  business,  which  he 
j  later  had  to  abandon  on  account  of  ill  health,  and 
1  returning  to  Hartford  he  died  at  the  home  of  his 
j  sister,  Mrs.  Parsons,  ^larch  8,  18G1. 
:       Mrs.  Parsons  traveled  extensively  with,  her  son. 
I  She  was  reared  among  the  best  surroundings,  be- 
j  came  interested  in  religious  work  at  an  early  age, 
'  and  since  her  removal  to  Hartford  has  been  a  niem- 
\  her  of  the  Fourth  Congregational  Cluircli.  in  v.-hich 
her  husband  was  a  leading  worker.   For  many  years 
she  has  been  assistant  superintendent  in  the  Sun- 
day-school. Her  sympathetic  aid  has  also  been  given 
to  the  temperance  cause,  in  wdtich  she  has  done 
:  much  active  v.  ork,  having  been  president  oi  the  local 
■  W.  C.  T.  L'.  for  ciglit  years.    She  has  for  many 
j  years  entertained  in  her  hospitable  lunne  various 
1  temperance  speakers;  it  has  been  a  home  for  John 
:  B.  (jough.  Miss  Frances  Willard,  Col.  Piain,  of  Ken- 
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lucky,  aiul  niaiiv  otiicrs.  Since  licr  husbainrs  death 
^Ir's.  Parsons  has  been  a  director  in  the  American 
I'ublishini;'  House,  ilartfcM'd.  She  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Temple  Trustees,  Chicago. 

I-'RKDKRICK  1'  MAUL,  late  a  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  llarttord.  whose  death  occurred  June 
23,  1S97,  when  he  was  accidentallv  drowned  in  the 
Connecticut  river,  was  one  of  the  city's  extensive 
builders  and  operators  in  real  estate. 

Mr.  .Mahl  was  born  May  5,  184'),  in  (krmany, 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Mahl.  who  came  to 
America  when  brederick  was  six  vears  of  age,  the 
familv  stoppinj^  first  fur  a  time  in  Xew  York. 
l'"roni  the  metropolis  the  parents  removed  to  Nor- 
wich. Conn.,  wliere  most  of  their  children  were 
born  and  educated,  and  where  the  father  died  in 
18O0.  The  mother  stUl  survives,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Frederick  V.  Mahl  received  his  schooling-  m 
the  Broadwav  public  school  at  Norwich.  The  fa- 
ther dying  wb.en  Frederick  was  but  fourteen  years 
of  age,  the  son  was  early  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. He  learned  the  plumber's  trade,  and  in 
1869  came  to  Hartford  and  engaged  in  the  plumb- 
ing business  with  his  brother.  ex-Alderman  George 
Mahl,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mahl  Brothers.  The 
business  was  conducted  by  the  two  Ijrothers  until 
1874,  wlien  George  IMahl  bought  his  brother's  inter- 
est, and  has  since  liad  the  control  and  management 
of  the  business.  Soon  atter  disposing  of  his  in- 
terest in  the  concern  Frederick  P.  ]Vlahl  engaged 
in  building  and  real-estate  enterprises,  and  fro:n 
that  time  on  throughout  life  conducted  large  inter- 
ests in  that  line.  He  was  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive builders  of  Ilartford.  and  erected  over  two 
hundred  and  fift}-  houses  in  the  city,  building  large- 
ly in  the  western  portions.  Some  two  years  beto/e 
his  death  he  opened  Mahl  avenue,  and  was  iittend- 
ing  to  complete  the  operations  on  that  thorough- 
fare in  the  fall  following  his  death.  He  erected 
more  than  tliirtv  houses  ou  the  avenue,  and  had  a 
lialf  dozen  or  more  in  mind  for  th.e  autumn,  which 
would  have  completed  the  work  originally  laid 
out. 

Air.  ]Mahl  was  a  man  of  clear  business  percep- 
tions, and  was  a  shrewd  manager  of  property  inter- 
ests; He  possessed  marked  ability,  and  his  judg- 
ment of  men  and  affairs  was  invariably  sound  and 
decisive.  He  was  a  broad-minded  and  large- 
hearted  man,  enterprising  and  pub!ic-si)irited.  And 
lie  was,  too,  a  self-made  man,  self-reliant  and  self- 
dependent,  his  achievements  in  life  being  due  entire- 
ly to  his  own  efforts.  He  w^as  fond  of  reading, 
read  much,  and  iK-came  self-cliscipimcd.  A  Repub- 
lican in  political  sen.timent.  he  had  no  p(jlitica!  aspi- 
rations. He  was  not  personalh-  associated  with 
political  activity  in  Hartford,  having  devoted  all 
his  time  to  Imsiness,  in  wliich  he  was  remarkablv 
successful,  i'-ut  Mr.  Mali!  was  interested  in  j)u!j- 
lic  affairs,  and  felt  deeply  concerned  in  local  go\- 


ernmcnt,  kept  abreast  oi  ])ublic  progress,  and  was. 
found  iiivarialily  on  the  side  of  municii)al  and 
schwl  district  improvement.  He  was  one  of  the 
large  property  holders  present  .cine  weeks  before 
his  death,  at  the  meeting  uf  ib.e  .Vrveiial  school  dis- 
trict, and  expressed  his  approval  of  tb.e  project 
looking  toward  the  rebiiililiiig  i_if  vlie  scliool  edifice. 
He  wanted  to  see  the  district  in  possession  of 
the  best  educational  apparatus  and  facilities. 

The  loss  of  Mr.  Manl  will  long  be  felt  in  Hart- 
ford, (wving  to  bis  enteriirise  and  public  spirit,  and 
his  i)rL)minence  in  real-estate  oiierati'jns.  fhe  ave- 
nue which  he  built  up.  and  which  was  named  in 
his  honor,  will  permanently  identify  his  name  with 
Hartford.  Socially  Mr.  Mahl  was  a  member  of 
St.  John's  Lx)dge,'F.  A.  M..  at  Hartford.  He 
was  a  great  lover  of  horses,  and  held  membership 
in  the  Gentlemen's  Driving  Club  of  Hartford.  Tie 
was  also  very  fond  of  the  water,  and  in  season  took, 
frequent  sails  in  his  _\acht.  the  "Alarion."  He  was 
cii  route  homeward  from  a  trip  by  water  to  New 
London,  and  was  getting  into  a  small  boat  whicli 
was  l)eing  towed  behind  the  _\acht,  when  he  was 
accidentally  drowned. 

Mr.  Alahl  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss  ]\Iarv 
Hamilton,  of  Hartford,  ami  to  them  were  born 
j  children  as  follows:  Marion,  f'.enjamin,  Steplien  j., 
Edward  yi.,  Olive  Iv.  and  Rol.iert  E.    The  moth.er' 
I  of  these  children  diedi  in  i88s,  and  in  fulv,  iSy;, 
I  -Mr.  ?vlahl  was  married  to  ^frs.  Arabelle  L.  Hafl, 
daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  \\  illiam  Bates,  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.    Bv  her  first  marriage  ^Irs.  IMahl 
j  had  two  daughters,  Annie  and  llessie.    The\  live 
[  unostentatiously  on  the  avenue  which  will  ever  be 
i  commemorative  of  Mr.  Mahl,  and  tme  could  ni)t 
'  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  refinement  and  ha.ppi- 
ness.  and  feel  the  restfulness,  of  that  quiet  home.- 

HDLCOAHJE.  The  family  of  this  name  is  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  di^tinguished  in  southern 
New  England,  including  as  it  does  such  eminent 
men  as  Amasa  Holcombe,  the  scieittist ;  Chester 
Holcombe,  the  diplomatist;  Rev.  Frederick  ITjI- 
combe,  the  celebrated  di\  iiie.  and  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  Trinity  College.  Hartford;  and  a  number  of 
others  who  have  achieved  distinction  in  professional,. 
niilitar\-  and  civil  life. 

'i'hat  branch  of  the  family  which  it  is  the  pur- 
pce  of  this  article  to  es])ecially  treat  of,  in  the  jier- 
sons  of  the  families  of  the  late  James  Huggiiis 
Holeombe,  and  his  son.  John  ^Marshall  Holcomlje, 
now  president  of  the  bidelitv  Co.,  of  Hartford,  and 
vice-president  of  tlie  Pha'iii.x  ^Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Co..  of  the  -^anie  cit_\'.  is  descended  from  Tlnimas 
Holcombe.  wlio  was  earl\-  at  Dorchester,  Mass..  aiul 
was  there  made  a  freein;in  in  f),^,-,.  In  1638  he  re- 
mo\"ed  to  Windsor,  L'onn.  He  was  one  of  the  rep- 
resentatives fi-Diii  \\'ind-or  and  Hartford  in  the 
bod)'  of  men  that  framed  the  Consliliuion  of  the 
C'-.l')nv  of  Connecticut. 

Jolni  .Mari.hall  HolcMiibe,  of  Hartford,  is  a  de- 
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>cciu!ant  in  tlic  nintli  j^cncration  I'iimii  tliis  Thomas 
JK'IcoiiiIk-.  Ills  liiK-  licuiy:  ihruuu;!!  I.icut.  .XatlKinicl. 
ScrL,'t.  Xalhaiiicl,  Liciu.  l)a\iil.  Rtubcu,  I'hincas, 
i'hiiu'as  aiii!    Jaiiic>    llui^^ins    1  IoIconil)(.'. 

Among"  tlic  men  of  prominence  wlii.i  have  been  aliitd 
witli  tlie  llolcomhe  tamilv,  anil  were  the  ancestors 
of  Jolni  M.  llolcomhe.  were:  j.ihn  \\  eh^ter,  gov- 
ernor oi  L\>nneciicul ;  LV-acon  Sanuiel  Chapin,  one 
of  tlie  fonnders  of  SpringlieKl.  Mass.;  lion.  Will- 
iam i'helps,  one  oi  the  comnnssioncrs  appointed  \)\ 
the  Ma^sachnsett^  luu'  Colonv.  103')  to  govern  the 
jieo])le  of  Connecticnt.  governor's  assistant,  memher 
of  the  Conncil  of  the  J'eqnot  war.  i'i37.  and  mem- 
ber of  the  council  which  framed  tlu  Constitution, 
1639;  Capt.  Josepli  W'adsworth.  who  concealed  the 
Charter  of  Connecticut  in  the  famous  "Charter 
Oak;"'  an.l  Cjen.  Xathan  Johnson,  an  officer  in  the 
war  of  1812.  who  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
lawxers  in  the  State,  was  quartermaster-general, 
andi  for  many  years  State  senator,  and  was  univer- 
sally respected  and  beloved.  Tlnee  of  ^Nlr.  Hoi- 
combe's  ancestors  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, while  others  appear  in  history  as  prominent 
and  influential  factors  of  their  time. 

(  II)  Lieut,  Xathaniei  liolconibe,  son  of  Thomas, 
of  ^\'indsor,  born  in  1O4S.  married  in  1G70  Mary 
Bliss,  daughter  of  Thomas,  one  of  the  original  pro- 
l^rietors  of  Hartford.  His  widow  and  family  later 
settled  in  Springfield.  Lieut.  Xathaniei  Holcon.ibe 
Avas  representative  from  Simsl)urv  to  the  General 
Court  in  1703  and  several  successive  years. 

(Ill)  Sergt.  X'athaniel  liolconibe,  son  of  X'a- 
thaniel,  born  in  1673,  married  X'ov.  i,  1695,  ^lar- 
tha,  daughter  of  I'eter  and  ^Martha  (Coggansj 
Buel.  He  was  representative  from  Simsburv  to  the 
General  Court. 

( I\')  Lieut.  David  Holcoml)e,  son  of  Sergt. 
X'athaniel,  born  in  1696,  married  March  i,  1722, 
Mabel,  daugiiter  of  David  Buttolph,  of  Simsbury. 

(\')  Reuben  Holcombe,  son  of  Lieut.  David, 
born  in  1725,  married  Susanna,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Elizabeth  (  W'ilcoxon )  Hayes,  of  Granby, 
Connecticnt. 

(VI)  Phineas  Holcombe,  son  of  Reuben,  btrn 
in  1759,  died  in  1833.  He  married  April  26,  1781. 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jonah  and  Mary  (Rideout) 
^loore.    He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

(V'll)  Phineas  Holcombe  (2),  son  of  Phineas, 
born  July  5,  1783.  niarried  C  )ct.  21,  1805,  X'ancy 
Smith  Huggins,  daughter  of  James  and  X'ancy 
(Smith)  Huggins.  Pliineas  Holcombe  died  Oct.  30, 
1814. 

(  \'III)  James  Huggins  Holcombe,  son  of 
Phineas  (2),  and  the  father  of  John  M.  Plolcombe. 
was  born  Aug.  31.  1S06,  in  Xew  Hartford.  Conn. 
He  was  prepared  for  tlie  law,  began  practice  in 
Elartford  in  1833.  and  there  remained  engaged  in 
his  professional  duties  until  his  removal  in  after 
years  to  Italy,  where  for  manv  years  he  made  his 
iiome.  Ho  died  X'ov.  18,  i88(),  in  Positano,  Italy. 
He  was  marrietl  Aiiril  23,  1844,  to  Emily  ]\Ierrih 


I  Johnson,  tlaughter  of  Gen.  Xathan  and  Sarah 
i  (Merrill)  Johnson,  of  Hartford.  Conn.,  aiul  to  ti:e 
;  union  were  l)i>rn  five  children,  two  of  v.hom  sui"- 
;  vi\e:  Jame>  W  inthrop,  a  roiilent  oi  Italv  (  lunopej  ; 
:  and  John  Marshall,  referred  to  below. 

John  .Marsii.m.i.  1  Ioi.com       son  of  James  11., 
:  wa>  boin  in  Hartford  June  S.   1848,  :n  ll;e  house 
i  which  he  now  LM:cn[)ie>.    After  prepariiig  ior  col- 
I  lege  in  the  Hartford  Public  High  School,  he  en- 
!  tered  \  ale,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  tr.c 
class  of  'U),  with  the  degree  of  A.  P.,  and  three 
I  years  later  he  received  the  degree  of  A.  }il.  la 
[  1871  he  liecame  actuar\-  of  the  Insurance  Dc[)art- 
:  meiu  of  the  State  of  Connecticn.t.    In  1874  he  was 
j  matle  assistant  secretary  of  the  Phoenix  Mutual  Life 
!  Insurance  Co.,  v.'as  promoted  to  the  secretaryship 
i  in  1875,  and  retained  that  position  until  elected  to 
the  vice-presidencv  of  the  company,  in  1880,  which 
j  relation  he  has  since  sustained.    ]Mr.  Holcombe'3 
;  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  i^arty, 
I  in  which  he  is  active  and  iniluential.    In  1883  he 
!  was  a  memlier  of  the  C(jmmon  council,  and  in  18S5 
:  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  elected  from 
j  the   Second   ward,   serving  as   presitlent   in  both 
I  branches,    lie  has  served  as  commissioner  on  the 
i  board  of  health  of  Hartford,  of  which  board  he 
I  was  the  originator.     ]\lr.  Elolcombe  has  business 
!  connections  with  a  number  of  corporations  in  Hart- 
{  ford,  among  them  being  the  Phcenix  2\iuttta!  Life 
,  Insurance  Co.,  of  which  he  has  been  vice-president 
I  since  1889,  and  the  Eidelity  Co..  of  which  he  has 
i  been  president  since  1897,      <i  director  in  the  Amer- 
j  ican  X'ational  Bank,  the  )»lechanics  Savings  Bank, 
and  the  Connecticut  I'ire  Insurance  Co.    His  re- 
ligious connections  are  with  the  Eirsc  Church  of 
Christ  ( Center  Congregational  Church )   of  Elan- 
ford,  tlie  oldest  church  organization  in  Connecticut. 
Mr.  Holcombe  has  been  secretary,  vice-president  and 
president  of  the  Yale  Alumni  Association  of  Hart- 
ford; is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  tlie  American 
Revolution,  Society  of  Colonial  Wars.  Society  of 
Colonial  Governors  and  War  of  1812;  of  the  Co- 
lonial Club  of  Hartford,  the  I'niversity  Club  of 
X'cw  York,  and  the  Actuarial  Societv  of  America. 
He  is  also  a  director  in  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane 
at  Hartford.    ]Mr.  Holcombe  has  contributed  articles 
on  life  insurance  and  financial  subjects  to  the  "X'orth 
American  Review"  and  other  publications. 

On  Jan.  29,  1873,  Mr.  Holcomlje  was  married 
to  IMiss  Emily  Seymour  Goodwin,  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  who  is  prominent  in  Hartford  social  life,  and 
whose  fine  work  in  various  lines  has  given  her 
prominence  throughout  X'ew  England.  To  this 
union  have  come  children  as  follows  :  Harold  Good- 
win, Emily  Marguerite,  and  John  Marshall,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Holcombe,  too,  is  a  descendant  of  one  of 
the  earliest  and  most  prominent  families  of  X'ew 
England.     She  is  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
j  ( )zias  Goodwin,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hart- 
I  ford,  C'onn.,  her  line    being   through  X'ath.aniel, 
'  Deacon  John,  Deacon  John  (2),  Josei)h.,  Ilezekiah 
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r.:ul  Kdwiu  LMnistcad  Gotlwin.  Of  ihesc,  Xalhanicl 
GcMclwin  married  l^first)  Sarali  Cowlcs  and  (^sec- 
ond I  Kli:^aK'tIi  Pratt.  Deacon  John  Goadwiii's 
lirst  wife  wa-:  Sarali.  his  ?t.\:ond  being'  Afary  J  kisnier 
CHnistead.  (.iaui^htcr  of  Sieplien  Hosnier.  Deacon 
Jolui  laX'du  in  (  _' I  married  Dorothy  I'itkin,  tlaugh- 
ter  of  Caleb  and  Dore'ihy  (Hill)  I'itkin.  Joseph 
Goodwin  married  Hamiah  Oimstead,  daughter  of 
Jonatiian  and  Mannah  r^leakin  Oimstead.  Hezekiah 
Goodwin  marrietl  JCmily,  daughter  of  Deacon  Eliab 
and  Dorcas  (Williams)  Pratt. 

Edwin  Oimstead  Lloodwi'.i,  father  of  }\Irs.  Emily 
S.  Holcombe.  was  born  Xov.  23.  iSio,  in  East 
Hartford,  and  on  Sept.  13,  184S,  was  married  to 
Harriet  IJrown  Pomeroy.  He  studied  law,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Hartford.  The  science 
of  life  insurance  early  attracted  his  earnest  atten- 
tion, and  aroused  his  enthusiasm  in  this  field  of 
labor.  He  was  one  of  the  incori)orators  of  the 
Conne'cticui  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  in  1846, 
and  gave  the  name  to  that  renowned  corporation. 
He  resided  in  P>rookl_\n.  X.  Y.,  from  1857  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Xov.  25,  1882. 

Mrs.  Holcombe  organized  Ruth  Wyllys  Chap- 
ter, Daughters  of  tlie  American  Revolution,  of 
Hartford,  in  i8y2,  and  was  its  tirst  reg'ent,  which 
office  she  still  occupies.  The  chapter,  l)v  unanimous 
vote,  removed  tlie  term  limit  from  tliis  office  as 
long  as  Mrs.  Holcombe  would  remain.  In  the 
chapter's  patriotic  movement  to  save  the  ancient 
and  historic  burying--ground  of  Elartford  Airs.  Hol- 
combe has  accomplishetl  a  great  pu]:)lic  improve- 
ment :  she  it  was  who  conceived  a  plan  for  the  widen- 
ing of  Gold  street — to  remove  the  row  of  disrepu- 
table tenement  houses  would  not  only  convert  a 
dirty  and  disgraceful  allev  into  a  fine  street,  but 
would  secure  to  the  historic  cemetery  cleanliness, 
light  and  a  conspicuous  position  in  the  center  of 
the  city.  A  similar  work,  though  much  less  ex- 
tensive, had  been  previously  attempted,  resulting, 
however,  in  complete  failure.  Mrs.  Holcombe  re- 
ceived the  cordial  support  of  the  chapter,  official 
boards,  and  th.e  ptiblic,  and  contributions  were  gen- 
erously made.  However,  delays  occurred,  and  ap- 
peals from  pTopcrtv  assessments  were  made  to  the 
courts.  At  this  period  of  discouragement  Airs.  Hol- 
combe alone  seemed  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
hope,  and  her  faith  never,  faltered.  Alany  people 
felt  it  to  be  but  the  optimistic  dream  of  an  en- 
thusiastic leader,  but  Airs.  Holcombe  has  overcome 
all  obstacles,  and  carried  through  this  formidable 
undertaking  with  a  sagacitv,  diplomacy  and  bril- 
liancy of  execution  which  have  won  her  the  thanks 
of  the  citizens  of  Hartford  and  a  position  of  promi- 
nence in  the  State.  She  was  the  central  figure  at  the 
celebration  of  the  event  at  the  grounds,  on  June 
J/,  1899.  on  which  occasion  she — as  regent  of  Ruth 
A\'yllys  Chapter  and  the  originator  of  the  plan  by 
which  tile  object  was  accomplished — delivered  an 
eloquent  address  in  ];resenting  to  the  mayor  of  the 
city  the  deeds  of  certain  parcels  of  land.    She  was 


j  presented  with  a  Iming  cup  bv  Airs.  William  II. 
j  i'almer,  vice-regent,  in  behalf  of  the  members  ot 
'  Ruth  Wyllys  Cliapter.  At  a  banquet  given  011  the 
[  evening  (.if  that  day,  by  the  hist'iric  Putnam  Phalanx, 
j  one  of  the  speaker^  said.:  "If  there  is  a  society  ia 
;  Connecticut  that  ileserves  to  be  honored  the  L)avigh- 
I  ters  of  the  American  Ivevnluiion  is  that  society,  and. 
i  if  there  is  a  woman  who  should  feel  happy  to-niglit 
Airs.  John  Al.  Holcombe  is  that  woman."  Gen. 
I  Hawley  suggested  a  toast  to  Airs.  Holcombe,  aiuL 
I  all  present  rose. 

j  Erom  a  ^jieech  ilelivered  bv  Thomas  Weaver, 
[  of  Hartfortl,  in  Eebruary,  looo,  at  Williman.tic, 
I  before  the  members  of  Anne  \\  ood  Elderkin  Chap- 
j  ter,  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,, 
referring  to  the  work  of  the  Ruth  Wyllys  Chapter, 
of  Hartford,  is  extracted  the  following: 

"You  are  aware  of  the  main  fact  that  Ruth 
W\-llys  Chapter  has  succeeded  in  making  th.e  v.'ay 
clear,  clean  and  wholesome,  and  opening  to  the 
light  of  publicitv  the  ancient  burying-ground  at 
Hartford,  where  lie  tiie  bodies  of  Thomas  Hooker 
and  Ins  band  of  stiu-dv  supjiorters,  who  fixed  upon 
the  Xation  the  idea  that  g<ivcrnment  of  the  people 
shall  be  by  the  consent  of  the  people;  but  few  of 
you  can  know  the  largeness  of  that  undertaking, 
the  difticulties  that  were  overcmne  at  every  for- 
ward step,  and  the  untiring  energy  of  the  regent 
of  that  chainer.  Airs.  John  Al.  Holcombe,  relent- 
lessly pursuing  the  oljject  ^he  had  m  view.  If  any 
man  of  m\-  knowledge  in  Hartford  had  underiakeii 
j  the  task,  there  would  have  been  notliing  left  or 
him  but  the  foot-prints  of  those  who  had  stepped 
upon  him.  This  daughter  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion had  the  dynamic  force  of  good  patriotic  ances- 
tors in  her  veins,  and  official  boards  and  public  men 
and  court  committees  and  ubdurate  properly  owners 
all  bowed  to  the  persuasiveness  of  Airs.  Plolcombe — 
j  one  of  the  greatest  improvements  that  Hartford  lias 
I  known  for  years  was  accomplished."" 

Airs.  Holcombe  is  one  of  the  charter  members 
j  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  and  at  this  time 
j  is  historian  of  the  society  ;  was  elected  a  member  of 
I  the  first  board  of  managers,  and  re-elected  as  soon  as 
i  eligible  after  exinration  (if  the  first  term,  consecutive 
terms  being  prohibited  by  the  rules  of  the  society. 
Erom  a  long  list  of  Colonial  ancestors  Airs.  Hol- 
combe entered  the  society  (.11  ten  named,  among  them 
heing   John    \\  cluster,    governor   of    Connecticut ; 
Roger  Conant,   first  governor  of   Alassachusetts : 
Attorney-General  William  Pitkin;  Hon.  Capt.  Caleb 
Stanley;  Cai)t.  William  b*l_\-. 

HOX.  GEORGE  AIEPRIMAX,  retireil  drug- 
gist of  Bristol,  and  an  ex-soldier  of  the  Civil  war, 
is  native  here,  and  was  ])Mrn  June  3,  1844. 

The  Alerriman  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  known  in  P.ri^^tol.  The  first  of  the  family  iit 
this  country  was  Cajit.  Nathaniel  Alerriman,  oner 
of  the  fi)Unders  of  Wallingfnrd,  Conn.  The  tirst 
in  Pristiil,  Dr.  Titus  Merriman,  was  biirn  in  \\  .all- 
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ini,^forii  Aug-.  2j.  17(>8.  and  came  liorc  about  1792. 
lie  was  one  ot  the  first  nienibors  of  the  llartlord 
Couiity  Metlical  Sooiciy.  The  tirst  ilocd  of  land 
recorded  to  him  was  in  1704.  Soon  afterward  he 
built  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  bv  liis 
grandson,  Titus  V..  Merriman.  Hi?  tirsl  wife,  the 
mother  oi  all  his  children,  was  Tollv,  daughter  of 
Isaiah  TlionipscMi.  Three  of  his  sons  arrived  at 
the  age  of  maturity:  Henry  li.,  Cicorge  and  Eli 
Todd,  the  latter  choosing  the  medical  profession, 
wdiich  he  followed  until  his  death;  he  moved  to 
Texas  in  1S48. 

Georg;e  Merriman,  son  of  Dr.  Titus,  inherited 
a  large  portion  of  his  father's  estate.  He  married 
Ann  Peck.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  drug  busi- 
ness in  Bristol,  opening  his  store  on  the  Xorth  side 
in  1825.  and  according-  to  the  custom  of  the  times 
it  was  a  general  store,  including  dry  goods,  gro- 
ceries and  drugs,  the  latter  part  of  the  business  hav- 
ing been  continued  by  the  family  from  that  time. 
Here  lor  years  was  the  post  office.  Later  the  gen- 
eral store  was  given  up,  and  the  drug  store  opened 
at  the  stand  where  it  was  so  long-  and  successfully 
conducted  by  the  sons,  George  and  Theodore,  under 
the  name  of  Merrimp-/.  Brothers.  Titus  E.  ?\Ierri- 
man,  eldest  son  of  George,  Sr.,  was  born  in  P>ristol, 
Sept.  19,  1833;  George,  the  second  son!  is  the  sub- 
ject proper  of  this  sketch;  Theodore  D.,  the  young- 
est son,  will  be  mentioned  more  fully  belo-\v. 

Titus  E.  Merriman  w-as  educated  principally  in 
the  district  school  in  Bristol,  and  later  attended 
Bristol  Academy,  tauglit  bv  I'rof.  Barnes,  after 
which  he  attended  Prof.  Baker's  Academy,  at  Col- 
linsville,  whence  he  was  graduated  in  1852,  at  the 
age  of  nineteen.  He  entered  his  father's  drug  store 
on  the  Xorth  side,  Bristol,  and  a  year  later  went  to 
Californ.ia,  where  he  had  several  claims,  and  ex- 
perienced many  ups  and  downs  until  his  return  to 
Bristol  in  1S66.  He  fully  intended  to  return  to  the 
West,  but,  with  the  exception  of  a  tlying  visit 
tiiither,  he  has  remained  in  Bristol  ever  since.  On 
returning  from  California,  in  1866.  Mr.  Merriman 
opened  a  grocery  store  on  the  Xorth  side,  and  later 
removed  to  the  Seymour  bloc'k.  where  now  stand 
the  abutments  of  the  Xew  York.  X'cw  Haven 
and  Hartford  railroad  trestle  over  3*Iain  street. 
Here  he  was  burned  out  during  the  'seventies.  He 
next  opened  a  g-rocery  in  the  Gridley  block  on 
Xorth  Main  street,  and  sold  this  out  to  \\'.  H.  Scott 
&  Co.,  of  Terryville,  who  have  since  closed  it.  ^Ir. 
^lerriman  then  retired  tOT  about  two  years,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1894  embarked  in  the  harness  and 
saddlery  trade  at  Xo.  21,  Xorth  Main  street,  carry- 
ing besides  a  full  line  of  trunks,  valises,  traveling 
bags,  etc.  In  1869  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amer 
S.  Xettleton,  w-ho  died  the  same  vear,  w-ithout  issue. 
On  Oct.  4.  1871,  yir.  Merriman  married  ^liss  ^lar- 
gfaret  A.  Upson,  daughter  of  Israel  Upson,  of 
Waterbury.  Xo  children  have  been  born  of  tliis 
union..  ^Ir.  and  ^frs.  Merriman  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  the  ladie:^'  societies  of 


which  Mrs.  Merriman  takes  an  active  part.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  ■Merriman  takes  but  little  mterest.  but 
has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party  since  its 
foundation,  and  while  in  California  lie  voied  for 
I  John  C.  I'remont.  that  part\  "s  first  candidate  fur  tlie 
iVesid.ency. 

Hon.  George  [Merriman,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  w-as  educated  in  the  coninion  scliools 
of  Bristol,  and  at  the  Pavilion  school  in  Hartford. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  left  school,  and 
at  eighteen,  July  23,  1802,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  lOlh  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam;  later,  when  the  "T-'ighting  Sixteenth"  w-as 
attached  to  the  Department  of  Xorth  Carolina,  the 
larger  part  of  the  regiment  w-as  captured,  but  ]\Ir. 
^lerriman  luckily  escaped.  He  was  put  on  a  de- 
tachment to  guard  Rebel  prisoners  near  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  and  was  finallv  discharged  at  Cincimiati.  Aug. 
29,  iSi')5.  On  rcturn.ii-ig  from  th.e  army  ]Mr.  Merri- 
nian  l)egan  his  business  life  in  the  drug  store  of 
his  father,  and  after  the  death  of  the  latter  retained 
an  interest  in  the  establishment,  under  the  firm  name 
of  ^lerriman  Brothers,  until  1889,  when  he  re- 
tired. 

Mr.  Merriman  niarried  Oct.  2.  1867,  ?\Iiss  Hilary 
J.  Barnes,  who  was  born  ]\lav  2,  1844,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Lucas  and  Clarinda  (Tousey)  Barnes, 
of  Bristol ;  no  children  have  blessed  this  imion. 
Mr.  Merriman  is  a  stanch  Republican,  btit  has  never 
sought  an  office,  although  he  has  been  elected  to 
several  town  offices,  for  which  he  refused  to  qualify; 
however,  he  conseiited  to  represent  Bristol  in  the 
GeUieral  Assembly  in  18SS  and  1889,  and  w  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Railroad  connnittee;  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  the  House,  b'raternally  he  is  a  member  of 
Franklin  Lodge,  Xo.  56.  F.  &  A.  M..  of  Bristol; 
of  G.  W.  Thompson  Post,  Xo.  13,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
w-hich  he  is  past  post  conimander  (  Airs.  ^lerriman 
is  past  president  of  the  W.  R.  C.  of  the  same  name, 
and  past  departn-ient  president  of  Connecticut)  ; 
and  of  Ethan  Lodge.  Xo.  9,  K.  of  P.,  of  which 
he  is  past  chancellor  commander ;  he  was  the  first 
captain  of  Hull  Division,  Uniformed  Rank,  X'o.  5, 
K.  of  P.,  but  resigned  when  he  visited  Montana, 
where  he  has  extensive  silver  and  copper  interests. 
Mr.  an<l  !Mrs.  Merriman  are  devout  members  of 
the  Coiigregational  Church,  and  are  active  in  all 
work  that  tends  to  proniote  the  moral  welfare  of  the 
community. 

Theodore  D.  ]\Ierrinian,  voungest  son  of  George 
Merriman,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Bristol  X'ov.  14,  1845, 
and  was  educated  in  a  private  school  taught  by 
Rev.  yir.  Tufts,  at  Monson,  Mass.,  after  quitting- 
which  he  entered  his  father's  drug  store,  w-here 
with  the  exception  of  an  extended  trip  through 
California  with  his  sons,  in  1894,  he  continited  to 
hold  the  business — having-  bought  out  his  brother 
George  in  1887 — u)-itil  January  I,  1S97,  when  he  re- 
tired. His  death  took  ])lace  the  third  day  of  March 
follow-ing.  Theodore  D.  Merriman  was  married 
Oct.  15,  1879,  to  yivs.  Julia  (Macy)  Gaul,  daughter 
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oi  Hiram  aiul  Ann  (  I  hill  )  Macy.  and  widow  of 
William  1^.  Claul.  of  Ihidxm,  X.  V.  To  this  union 
were  horn  two  chikircn  :  (.ioTgc  Afacv,  Xov.  20, 
iSSo.  and  Theodore  Hall,  .\])ril  lO.  holh 
tj'raduatcs  of  Uriste*!  liit;li  Scinjol,  and  now  s^liidcnts 
at  Vak'.  .Mr.  Mcrrinian  was  a  nK-mhor  of  the  F. 
&  A.  M.  lodge  of  llristol.  al>()  of  tlie  Rewal  Ar- 
canum. He  was  a  stanch  Reiinl)lican,  hut  took  no 
active  part  in  j-iarly  matters.  a>  he  was  of  a  modest, 
unassuming  disposition,  and  hetter  satisfied  with  the 
society  of  his  many  ])ersonal  friends  in  sociel  in- 
tercourse, rather  than  the  excitement  of  the  "mad- 
ding; crowd." 

FREEMAN  SEYMOUR  (deceased).  The 
Seymour  family  of  Flartford  county,  with  its  aUied 
connections,  has  been  one  of  prominence  in  the  cii.y 
of  Flartford,  county,  c>nd  State  from  earlv  times. 
To  its  earlv  history  reference  is  luade  elsewhere. 

Our  subject,  late  of  Flartford,  where  lie  had  been 
prominent  as  a  citizen  and  Inisiness  man,  ■engaged 
extensively  in  farming,  was  born  Oct.  28,  1820,  in 
tlie  house  on  Fairfield  avenue  now  occupied  by 
his  widow,  and  which  was  built  bv  liis  father,  who 
also  bore  the  name  oi  Freeman.  The  latter  was  a^so 
a  man  of  prominence,  and  an  extensive  farmer, 
taking  an  active  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  day, 
and  his  opinions  and  judgment  were  sought  and 
respected.  He  married  .\Largaret  Clark,  v/hose 
father,  too,  v»-as  an  extensive  farmer  and  man  o.f 
prominence,  and  lived  on  the  corner  of  Webster 
and  \\'ashington  streets.  F>eeman  Seymour,  the 
elder,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  and  his  wife 
lived  to  the  age  of  over  eiglUv  vears.  IJoth  v/ere 
members  of  the  South  Congregational  Churcli  of 
Hartford.  Their  four  children  are  all  now  de- 
ceased, F'reeman  being  the  last  to  die. 

Freeman  Seymour,  our  subject,  was  reared  on 
the  homestead,  and  received  a  good  common- 
school  education.  He  passed  his  life  largely  occu- 
pied in  rural  pursuits,  engaging  in  tobacco  grow- 
ing and  dairying,  and  was  a  man  of  intelligence 
and  influence  in  the  community.  His  political  af- 
filiations in  his  earlier  life  were  with  the  ^^'hig 
])arty,  and  in  after  years  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Harrison  \'et- 
erans.  Throughout  his  life  he  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  j  ublic  questions  and  in  measures  calcu- 
lated to  advance  the  interests  of  his  native  city. 
^Ir.  Seymour  was  married  three  times,  his  third 
v/ifc,  to  wliom  he  was  married  in  1880,  being  for- 
merly Mary  O.  Smith..  To  the  second  marriage 
was  born  one  son.  Freeman  P.,  who  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Hartford,  and  in  tlie  em[)loy  of  the  Pope 
Bicycle  Works.  }.Ir.  Seymour  died  in  1S97,  aged 
seventy-seven  years. 

IMrs.  ^^lary  O.  (Smith)  Sc\niour,  the  widow 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Entield,  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  John  M.  Smith,  and  granddaughter  of 
Thomas  Smith,  both  natives  of  Scotland  aiul  men 
of  lii)eral  education,  '("honias  Stnith  v/as  a  weaver 
by  occupation,  and  on  '-oming  to  America  located 


I  in  Flnlleld.  Conn.,  wliere  he  was  occupied  in  the 
j  bu.siness    of    carjiel-weaving.      Later  he    went  to 
j  \  ermont,   Init   alter  a   time   retiuned   to  Entield, 
i  ai'.d  there  dietl  when  iifty  vears  of  age.     He  iiad 
;  married    Margaret    Woodrow.    wlio   was   born  in 
:  Kilmarnock.  Scotland,  and  they  had  f^nir  children. 
[  The  nieither  died  at  the  agj  of  seveutv-six.  The 
j  family  in  their  religious  behef  were  i'l esb\terians. 
j  John  M.  S:nith  passed  his  later  life  in  \'erniont. 
i  Politically  he  was  a  Kepublican.  antl  rose  to  con- 
:  sideralilc    prominence    in    pul.ilic    affairs,  serving 
;  two  years  as  a  member  of  the  (General  Asseniblv 
of  \  ermont.    He  married  Jane  Boxd.  who  was  a 
native  of  the  same  jtlace  as  himself,  and  to  them 
were  born  three  children:  Jeanette  ;  Mary  C). ;  and 
I  Robert,  wh.o  is  station  agent  at  GreeUbboro.  \'t. 
I  Mrs.  S'evmour's  mother  ilieil  when  about  thirty- 
j  two  years  of  age.  and  her  fatlicr  lived  to  be  sev- 
enty. 

:  Mrs.  Se_\"mour  was  reared  and  educated  in  A'er- 
j  mont.  She  began  teaching  in  the  district  schools 
I  when  quite  young,  continued  this  vocation  for  a 
i  number  of  years,  hnallv  coming  to  Hartford,  and 
I  here  taught  in  the  grammar  grades  of  the  South 
]  school  until  lier  marriage.  Since  Mr.  Sevmour".^ 
j  death  the  witlow  and  son  have  lived  in  the  home- 
!  stead,  and  have  begun  the  v.ork  of  developing  the 
;  farm  into  a  residence  section  of  th.c  citv.  She  is  a 
1  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  th.e  same 
j  cl'.urch  her  husband  attended  from  h.is  youth, 
j 

I  FRED  R.  DILL.  Associated  in  business  with 
:  his  brother.  Dwight  FL  Bill,  the  subject  of  this 
1  sketch,  is  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Bill  Bros., 
;  car  men  of  Xo.  46  Ann  street,  Hartford,  a  firni 
'  which  has  existed  for  many  years,  and  is  known 
:  extensively  throughout  Xew  England.  It  is  per- 
I  haps  the  oldest  and  best  equipped  in  the  X'ew  Eng- 
!  land  States,  and  possesses  most  excellent  facilities 
I  for  moving  furniture,  machinery,  hoisting  safes,  and 
'  performing-  similar  service.    The  firm  keeps  about 

forty-five  horses,  and  employs  regularly  from  fifty 

to  sixty  men. 

-  The  business  was  started  a  generation  ago  by 
!  Francis  P.  Bill,  the  father  of  our  subject,  with  whom 
'  at  various  times  were  associated  each  of  his  five 

brothers,  and  the  firm  thus  won  its  way  to  recog-- 
,  nition  through  undergoing  frequent  changes  of  per- 
I  sonnel.  Francis  P.  Bill,  the  father,  was  born  in 
i  Chaplin,  Conn.,  in  1823,  son  of  Roswell  and  Olive 
\  (Ross)  Bill.  Roswell  Bill  was  a  school  teacher. 
!  He  had  a  large  family,  of  wlmm  three  survive:  Ed- 
'  win  S.,  of  Flartford;  Alvin  II.,  of  Hartford;  and 
f  Caroline,  widow  of  Martin  S.  Preston,  of  W'ill- 
'  iniantic.  Conn.  I'rancis  Bill  spent  his  lioyhood  in 
j  Chaplin,  where  he  received  a  good  common-school 
i  education,  and  where  for  a  time  he  taught  sclieiol. 
;  He.  however,  imssessed  an  active  temperament,  and, 
I  coming  to  Hartford,  entered  the  trucking-  businesr, 

at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  driving  for  Smith  & 
I  Blodgett  fur  Si  [ler  day    He  then  engaged  for  a 

time  in  railroad  work,  but  soon  returned  to  truck- 
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iiv^,  ami  uiih  his  hrotlicr  foumU'il  tlio  firni  of  I'ill 
l;ri'>..  n>>\v  tin.'  oiliest  in  tlic  city.  Later  he  went 
We-t.  an<!  ti'T  nine  \ears  enj^aj^ed  e\ten>i\ely  in 
i./initiL:  in  illin-i.-.    Keinrnin,!^  to  Ilartf.tril,  he  re- 

re. I  the  trnekiiiq  luisiiiess  with  his  hrothcrs, 
fi  numiin:.;  it  np  to  iSjj.  lie  then  removed  to  j-'n- 
I'ei'i.  bill  nine  years  later,  in  iS'si.  the  linn  e>t  Ihll 
J'.T'X.  ;i<jain  included  him  as  an  active  meml>er.  a 
h:;-iiio>s  relationship  which  continued  until  the 
/n'alli  of  Mr.  r.ill.  in  181^4.  at  the  a_i;e  of  sevent\-one 
M-ars.  He  was  ai  one  time  one  of  the  oldest  and 
he.-t  Unoun  husiiiess  men  of  tlie  eilw  In  politics 
iu-  was  a  Reinililican.  J  le  married  Sarah  ,\.  Xorth, 
a  native  of  Herlin.  daui^hter  of  John  and  Harriet 
(  L  iiency )  Xorth.  representali\  e.s  of  two  of  the 
f.ldest  and  hest  known  families  of  Connecticut. 
J<.ihn  North  was  a  fanner  and  blacksmith  of  Berlin. 
(  M'  the  children  of  h'rancis  1'.  and  Sarah  A.  Dill  two 
snr\ive,  I'red  l\.  and  Dwiyht  li. 

1-Ved  i\.  r.il]  was  born  in  Amboy,  111.,  Sept.  15, 
iNji;^.  W  hen  two  vears  old  he  was  brought  to  Hart- 
fiird.  Conn.,  by  his  parents,  and  at  eight  removed 
wit'n  ihem  to  i'Znfield,  attending  the  schools  until 
iu-  was  si.Kteen  years  old,  wdien.  with  his  parents, 
lie  again  became  a  resident  of  Hartford.  He  at- 
!<.n(le<l  the  high  school  at  Hartford,  and  began  his 
life  work  in  the  oftice  of  i>ill  I'ros.,  when  his  fa- 
tiier  again,  purchased  an  interest  in  the  business. 
Cnder  the  present  management  the  business  has 
lieeii  .greatly  extended.  To  it  ]\ir.  Bill  has  added 
a  six-story  storage  warehouse,  and  lias  also  had 
constructed  a  ntnnber  of  ntassive  furniture  vans, 
and  otherwise  increased  the  facilities  of  the  firm 
for  the  prompt  and  safe  removal  of  goods.  A  fea- 
ture to  which  prominence  has  lately  been  given 
is  the  packing  of  household  goods,  shipment  to  any 
lH;)int  in  the  X'ew  England  States,  and  subsequent 
nni)acking.  the  firm  assuming  entire  charge  from 
point  of  shipment  to  destination. 

In  1890  Mr.  Bill  married  ^liss  ^Minnie  Warner, 
who  was  born  in  Manchester,  daughter  of  A.  W. 
and  Jane  (W'itherill )  Warner.  Her  father  is  a 
machinist  and  expert  tool  maker  of  ^Manchester. 
'1  o  Fred  R.  and  }ilinnie  Bill  have  been  born  three 
children.  Francis  Putnam,  Ruth  and  Dorothv. 
Mr.  Bill  is  an  officer  of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard, 
liaving  enlisted  in  1884,  antl  was  promoted  suc- 
cessively to  sergeant,  lieutenant  and  captain,  now 
serving  his  second  year  with  the  latter  rank.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Gentlemen's  Driving  Club. 
In  politics  Mr.  Bill  is  a  Republican.  The  family 
IS  widely  known  in  social  circles,  and  its  dis- 
Imgiiished  fannly  affiliations  make  it  t}pically  rep- 
resyiitative  of  the  past  as  well  as  the  present  in  ih.e 
cial  life  of  Hartford. 

l)W!(;iiT  H.  Bill,  the  business  partner  and 
ItoiIkt  of  I'red  R.,  possesses  the  same  aptitude  for 
NVMrk  and  successful  achievement.  He  has  been 
J»  resident  of  Hartford  for  many  vears,  and  is  wide- 
•■  ^'^'">\vn  in  business  and  social  circles.    He  is  a 


I  member  of  Hartfonl  Lodge.  Xc\  88.  F.  &  A.  'SI., 
of  Hartford;  Lodge  Xo.  19.  W.  P.  (_X  E. ;  antl  an 
ex-member  of  the  Hartford  Citv  Guard. 

I'R  \XK  SMITH  BRUWX  (deceased)  was 
[  one  of  ilie  founders  e>f  Urown.  Thomson  Co.,  a 
j  well-known  !)UsineSs  firm  (..f  Hartford,  and  for  many 
j  vears  was  a  leading  resident  of  that  city, 
i  Mr.  I'.rown  was  born  Xov.  2.  1832,  in  West 
j  P'Oylston,  Mass.,  and  was  educated  there  and  at  the 
I  academy  in  Shelbnrne  Falls,  Mass.  Before 
j  he  was  of  age  he  made  a  trip  to  Cali- 
j  fornia,  and  while  there  he  became  interested  in  vari- 
ous mining  and  general  business  enterprises.  On 
his  return  to  the  Flast  he  spent  several  years  as  an 
office  clerk  for  Hogg-,  Brown  &  Taylor,  of  Boston, 
his  h.rother  being  a  member  of  the  firnn  Din-ing  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  a  ^lassachusetts  regiment, 
and  on  being  mustered  out  he  returned  to  R.oston. 
In  18(15  he  located  in  Hartford  and  organi.zed  the 
firm  of  Brown,  Thomson  Co.  For  a  time  they 
occupied  the  southern  part  of  the  present  Boston 
Branch  Store,  Xo.  260  Main  street,  but  the  busi- 
ness soon  became  too  large  for  the  place,  and  tlie 
entire  building  was  taken,  the  firm  Iniying  out  C. 
FI.  Smith's  business.  At  that  time  the  name  vras 
char.ged  to  Brown,  Thomson  &  [NlcW'hirter,  but 
since  Mr.  McW  hirter's  retirement  in  1S78  the  origi- 
nal name  has  been  used.  In  1S77  the  business  again 
became  cramped  for  room,  and  was  removed  to  the 
present  store,  in  the  Cheney  building.  ]Mr.  Brown 
was  interested  in  difterent  business  venttn'es  at  times 
his  infiuence  and  advice  being  factors  in  their  success 
and  he  was  a  director  of  the  Phcenix  Xational  Bank. 
About  i8yo  he  and  James  Thomson  built  the  Lin- 
den," in  IMain  street,  Hartford,  but  failing  health 
compelled  Air.  Brown  to  relinquish  business  cares, 
whicli  he  did  Jan.  I,  189 1,  and  he  went  to  California, 
where  he  died  Oct.  i,  1S93.  blinding  the  climate 
beneficial,  he  decided  to  make  his  home  at  Pasadena, 
where  he  built  a  beautiful  residence,  but  he  never 
occupied  it,  his  death  having  occurred  about  the  time 
the  furniture  was  to  have  been  sent  from  his  pleas- 
ant home  in  W'ethersfield,  Conn.  IMr.  Brown  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  before  purchasing  his 
home  in  W'ethersfielfl  was  active  in  municipal  aft'airs 
in  Hartford,  representing  the  Third  ward  in  the 
board  of  aldermen,  in  187S  and  1879.  He  was  a 
leading  worker  in  the  Baptist  Chtjrch.  and  the  first 
president  of  the  Hartford  Y.  1\I.  C.  A.  His  wife, 
j  formerly  Miss  Anna  ^McDuft'ee,  of  Rochester,  X". 
PL,  is  now  a  resident  of  Pasadena,  Cal.  Thev  had 
three  children  :  George  McDuft'ee^  who  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below;  Ennna  Hanson,  a  native  of  Flart- 
ford,  who  married  John  G.  Lyman,  of  X'^ew  York 
City;  and  Annie  Adams,  who  was  born  in  Flartford, 
and  now  resides  in  Pasadena. 

Gloijcic  M.  Browx  was  born  X'ov.  9,  1S64,  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  his  earlv  education  was  obtained 
in  Hartforfl.  In  1884  he  went  into  the  store,  but 
h.e  retired  in  1893  to  look  after  his  extensive  prop- 
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crtv  interests  in  Hartford.  Ho  has  also  been  en- 
gaged in  installing-  eleeirieal  and  uieehanieal  j^lants, 
inelnding'  scinie  e'lf  the  largest  in  ihis  seetion,  and  is 
regardeil  as  an  expert  on  all  eleetrieal  matte  rs.  -Mr. 
lirown  was  married  in  Hartfiird  to  .Miss  Dclorins 
diainberlain.  diaiigluer  of  Gen.  Samuel  1£.  Chamber- 
lain, of  J'>arre.  .Mass.,  who  served  in  the  Mexican 
Avar,  and  in  the  Civil  war  as  colonel  in  the  1st  Mas- 
sachusetts Cavalry.  Two  children  have  blessed  this 
iniion ;  Chamberlain  Brown  and  Lyman. 

AL'STIX  L.  PECK,  of  ilic  lumber  company 
bearing  his  name,  and  of  the  fnar.  of  .\ndrews  & 
Peck,  of  Hartfortl,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  Capital  City, 
and  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent 
families  of  Xew  England. 

The  Connecticut  Eecks  are  descendants  of 
Joseph  Peck,  of  ^^lilford.  Deacon  William  Peck 
and  Henrv  Peck,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  Deacon 
Paul  Peck,  of  Hartford,  each  nf  whom  became 
tiie  progenitor  of  a  numerous  race.  Of  these,  Jo- 
seph Peck,  who  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Xewtown 
branch  of  the  family,  the  one  to  which  tlie  subject 
of  this  sketcli  belong-\  resided  first  at  X'ew  Plavcn, 
Conn.  His  name  does  not  appear  on  the  records 
until  about  1643,  although  lie  is  gcncrallv  sup- 
posed to  have  resided  there  earlier,  and  to  have 
been  the  brother  of  Henry,  who  settled  there  in 
1638,  with  whom  he  seems  to  have  resided  or  been 
associated,  and  with  wh.om  he  probably  came  over 
to  this  country.  He  left  X'ew  Haven  in  or  about 
1649. ^and  settled  in  Milford,  Conn.,  where  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  church  in  1652.  He  mar- 
(first)  Mrs.  .-Mice  Jjurwell,  and  (second)  ^vliss 
Marie  Richards.    He  died  in  1700-01. 

Pom  this  Joseph  Peck,  of  ^Milford,  Austin  L. 
Peck,  our  subject,  is  a  descendant  in  the  eiglith 
generation,  his  line  of  descent  being-  through  Jo- 
seph (2),  Ephraim,  Henrv,  Cajn.  Zalmon,Ezekiel 
and  Zalmon  S.  Peck. 

(H)  Jose]-)!!  Peck  (2).  son  of  Joseph,  of  Mil- 
ford.  1)ai)tized  in  i'')33.  married  in  1^)78-79  ]\Iary 
Camp.    He  settled  in  .Milford.  and  there  died. 

(HI)  Ephraim  Peck,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  bap- 
tized in  1692.  married  in  1716  Sarah  Ford,  of  ]Mil- 
ford.  \\c  removed  from  ^lilford  to  X'ewtown, 
Conn.,  wliere  he  died  in  1760. 

PTcnry  Peck,  son  of  Ephraim,  born  in 
1719,  married  ( first )"  in  1735  Ann  Smith,  and 
(second)  in  1765  wedded  Hannah  Leavenworth. 
He  resided  in  X'ewtown. 

{\')  Capt.  Zalmon  Peck,  son  of  Llenry.  l)orn 
in  1758,  married  (first"!  Zilpha  Hard  anrl  (second) 
Mrs.  Sarah  P)Ootb.  He  resided  in  Xewtown, 
where  he  died  in  1S12.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution. 

(\'\)  Ezekiel  Peck,  son  of  Capt.  Zalmon,  l>orn 
in  178(^1,  married  (first)  Sarah  .\.  Johnson,  a'.id 
(second)  in  1818  weilded  !Mi5.  P.etsey  Briscoe. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  tomb- 
stones of  the  four  generations  of  Zalmon  S.  Peck 


'  (still  living"!  are  all  in  perfect  condition  in  the 
I  fann'ly  bunal  lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Xewtown, 
I  Connecticut. 

',        O  'i)   Zalmon   S.   Peck,  son  of  Ezekiel.  and 
:  father  of  .\ustin  L.  Peck,  of  Hartfoid,  was  born 
:  .May  22.   1812,  in  Xewtown,  C(Mm.     During  tlie 
i  L'i\  il  war  he'  served  ;,s  the  enrolling  and  drafting 
I  ofticcr  of   the   tt^wn.    Pie   was   made  postmaster 
of  the  town  untler  President  Lincoln's  first  term, 
and  Itekl  the  iiosition  for  twenty-six  years,  being 
out  for  two  \ears  (from  1867  to  1869)  under  the 
Johnson  administration.    During-  his  active  years 
-Mr.  Pe'ck  was  one  of  the  prominent  public  men  of 
;  the  town.    Time  seems  to  have  dealt  kindh'  with 
i  him,  as  he   is   ^till  quite  active  and  remarkably 
well   preser\-etl.     He   is   an   interesting  conversa- 
tionalist.   In  1833  he  was  married  to  Polly  J.  Lum, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows:  Sarah  A.,  born 
)  in    1834.   is   ileceasetl  :   1  lenrv   S.,  born   Sept.  I, 
I  1838,  is  s-eretarv  and  treasurer  of  the  Brass  City 
I  Lumber  Co.,  \\  aterburv.  Conn.,  of  which  city  he 
I  is  a  proniinent  business  man  and  citizen;  .\ustiii 
j  L.,  born  June  3,  1844,  is  referred  to  in  the  follow- 
I  ing;  and  ^Lary  E.  was  born  June  10,  1854. 
I        (\'H1)  .\ustin  L.  Peck,  the  subject  proper  of 
j  this  sketch,  is  a  native  of  X'ewtown,  Conn.,  where 
I  he  passed  his  bi\vhood  attending  the  public  schools 
of  the  town  and  the  X'ewtown  Academy.  During 
j  the  Civil  war.   .\ug.  25,    1862,   he  enlisted  as  a 
I  private  soldier  in  Company   C,  23d   Conn.   \'.  L 
The  23d  Regiment  was  recruited  in  Fairfield  and 
X'ew  Haven  counties  during  August  and  Septem- 
ber, 1862,  and  it  was  musteied  into  the  L'nited 
States  service  at  Camp  Terry,  Xew  Haven,  Conn., 
Xov.   14.   i8')2,  with  C.  E.  L.  Holmes,  colonel; 
Charles  W.  Warden,  lieutenant-colonel;  David  H. 
j  Miller,  major:  and  Julius  Sanford,  captain  of  our 
i  subject's  company.     The  regiment  left  the  State 
I  Xov.  17,  and  joined  Gen.  Banks  at  Camp  Buck- 
ingham, L.  L,  and  it  served  in  the  independeirt 
command  of  (ien.  Franz  .Sigel.    It  was  sent  to  the 
defenses    of    Xew    Orleai-)s,    Department    of  the 
I  Gn\i.    Froni  Deceniber,  1862,  it  was  a  part  of  the 
I  2d  l]rigacle,  2d  Division,   19th  .Arniv  Corps:  and 
i  from  June,  1863,  it  was  stationed  at  Post  of  Bra- 
!  shear.  District  of  La  Fourch.e,  19th  Army  Corps  and 
I  Defenses  of  Xew  'Jrleans,  and  Department  of  the 
Gulf  from  ?\lay.  18^^)3.     Young  Peck  shared  the 
;  experiences  of  the  command,  and  returned  with 
I  an  honorable  armv  record.     He  was  niusterecl  in 
!  as  corporal  X'ov.  14.  i8')2,  and  w-as  taken  prisoner 
at  liavcju  Boueli.  La.,  June  23,  1863;  was  paroled 
Julv  3.  of  that  }-ear,  and  was  mustered  out  Aug. 
;  31,   i8ri3.     .\fter  his  discharge  from  the  service 
'  he  began  an  acti\-e  Inisincss  career,  which  he  has 
:  continued  fruin  that  lime  to  this,  and  his  ctfort.s- 
and  undertakings  have  been  crow-ned  with  the  suc- 
cess tlu'v  have  merited. 

In  January,  18^4,  Mr.  Peck  moved  to  Water- 
bury,  and  became  a  clerk  in  the  general  merchan- 
flising  store  of  lienedict,  ]\Ierriman  &  Co.  Later, 
in  1865,  he  entered  tlie  employ  of  the  Hartford, 
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Providci'ce  iS:  Fishkill  railroad,  as  freight  clerk 
at  llantord.  aiu!  was  soon  proniotod  to  agent  of 
t'.iis  oonipany  in  charge  of  their  W'aterburv  sta- 
tion. J-~arly  in  iSdy  lie  entered  into  the  !unil)er 
bnsin.ess  with  Chester  Cnrtiss,  and  in  1870  dis- 
solved that  partnership,  ininiediateh,-  entering  the 
same  business  alone  on.  Meatlow  street,  that  citv. 
In  18S7  he  removed  to  Hartford,  and  has  since 
resided  there.  He  retained  his  1-usiness  in  \\'ater- 
bnry  mitil  iSyS,  when  he  organized  the  Brass  City 
Lumlx-r  Co.,  retainir.g  a  large  interest,  and  bo- 
coming  its  president.  In  18S3  he  organized  the 
Big-  Rapids  Door  ^S:  Blind  ^Ifg.  Co.,  of  W'ater- 
bnry.  Conn.,  and  located  the  mill  plant  at  Big 
Rapiils,  -Mich.;  was  its  largest  stockholder  and 
treasurer  of  the  conii)any,  which  was  in  active 
operation  up  to  June  14.  1900,  at  which  date  the 
plant  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  He  organized 
the  Capital  City  Lumber  Co.  of  Hartford  in  1895, 
becoming  its  first  president,  but  later  sold  his  in- 
terest therein  ;  is  at  i^resent  an  active  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Andrews  &  Beck,  of  Hartford,  and  is  a 
man  of  means  and  jjrominence.  not  onlv  in  Hart- 
ford, but  throughout  the  State.  \Miile  in  Xew- 
town  our  subject  attended  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  Feb.  20,  1S67.  Mr.  Peck  was  married  to 
Susan  yi..  daughter  of  Horatio  Root,  of  Hartford, 
and  tl-.e  union  h.as  been  blessed  with  children  as 
follows :  (  I  )  Edward  A.  Peck,  born  in  \\'aterbury 
in  lune,  186S.  is  a  resident  of  Sa\l:irook,  Conn. 
He  married  Cora  Hall,  and  their  children  are  Helen 
Josephcn-e,  born  in  Holyoke,  Mass.,  iNIarch  20,  1890; 
Frederick  Hall,  born  in  f-Iartford  iNIav  13,  1894; 
Susan  Elizabeth,  born  in  Hartford  Sept.  20.  1896; 
and  Wallace  Horatio,  born  in  Hartford  Feb.  2, 
1900.  (2)  Harry  H.  Peck  was  born  Feb.  7,  1870, 
in  W'aterbury,  Conn.  He  attended  the  W'aterbury 
Hig-h  School,  Phillip's  Classical  School,  and  in 
1886  was  graduated  from  the  Cheshire  Academy. 
After  returning  from  school  he  was  bookkeeper 
for  the  firm  of  Andrews  &  Peck  for  two  years. 
In  the  fall  of  1888  he  traveled  through  the  West 
in  the  interests  of  the  Big  Rapids  Door  &  Blind 
]Manufactory,  visiting  Denver,  Chicago  and  Big 
Rapids,  r^Iich.  In  the  spring  of  1S89  he  again 
went  W  est,  remaining  in  Denver  some  eight 
months,  and  that  fall  he  went  to  Chicago,  remain- 
ing- there  until  Jan.  6,  1890.  at  which  time  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Alice  W.  Grow,  daughter  of  Caro- 
line Grow,  of  that  citv.  From  Januarv,  1890,  to 
the  fall  of  that  year, 'Mr.  Peck  located  at  Win- 
ooski,  Vt.,  and  following  this  lie  returned  to  Hart- 
ford, where  he  was  made  manager  of  the  Flartford 
Sash,  Door  &  Blind  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Xo. 
554  Main  street.  This  company  was  sold  on  I'Vb. 
I,  1894,  to  Andrews  &  Peck.  After  this  sale  he 
became  treasurer  of  the  Cajjital  Citv  Lumber  Co., 
remaining  as  such  from  1894  to  Sept.  14,  1895. 
At  the  latter  date  he  started  in  business  for  himself 
at  Xo.  32  Church  street.  Mr.  Peck  is  treasurer  of 
the  Gentlemen's  Driving  Club  of  Hartford,  a  po- 
sition he  has  held  since  Feb.  5,  1900.    He  is  a  mem- 


ber of  B.  H.  Webb  Council.  Xo.  702,  Royal  Ar- 
caninn.     Mrs.   Peck  tlied   Mav  7,   1897,  and  lelt 
children  as  follows:  H,  Wimlsor,  born  Xe)v.  2t, 
]8'p;    Everett    Laurence,    born    Oct.    21,  1892; 
and  Alice   \\'.,  born   April   20,   1897.     (3)  Tlieo- 
diore  Peck  was    born    March   15,    1875,  ''^    W  a- 
,  terbury,  and  was  educated  at  the  Hartford  Public 
i  High  School,    lie  was  in  the  eniplov  of  h.is  father 
:  until  1896,  when  he  went  to  Africa  in  the  employ 
'  of  the  Ro}al  Gold  [Mining  Co.    Leaving-  there  he 
returned  to  Hartford,  and  is  at  present  residing 
there.    He  is  unmarried. 

I       FRAXl-C  W.  HA\'I-:XS.  agency  supervisor  for 
:  the  Hartford  Life  Insurance  Co.,  Hartford,  was 
i  born  in  Wethersfield.  Conn..  ]')ec.  2,  1845,  a  son  of 
:  Hiram  and  Mary  W  elles  Havens. 
I        Hiram  Ha\ens  was  a  manufacturer  during  the 
first  half  of  the  century,  and  was  engaged  in  sh.ip- 
:  building  at  W  ethersfield,  Conn.,  when  that  industrv 
was  a  prominent  feature  uf  that  place.    His  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary   (  W  elles) 
:  Adams,  of  W'ethersfield,  the  latter  being-  a  daughter 
of  Elijah  Welles,  an  honorable  and  honored  soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  who  served  in  Capt.  Hezekiah 
;  Welles'  company  in  lioston,  January,  1776,  and  aft- 
:  erward  at  the  battles  on  Long  Island  under  Wash- 
]  ington.     Through  this  line  our  subject  traces  his 
I  ancestry  direct  to  Gov.  Thomas  Welles,  one  of  the 
first  governors  of  the  Connecticut   Colony.  iNIrs. 
Mary  W.  Havens  died  in  Xovemljer,  1876,  aged 
sixty-four.    Hiram  Havens  died  ten  years  later,  in 
Xoveniber,  1886.  aged  eight_\  -three. 

Frank  W.  Havens  was  two  years  old  when  his 
,  parents  moved  to  Hartford,  and  here,  with  tlic 
exception  of  sonie  seven  years  spent  in  Manchester, 
Conn.,  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  educated  at 
the  schools  of  the  city,  and  by  private  tuition,  then 
read  law  in  the  oftice  of  Johnson  &  [Mclvlanus,  but 
owing  to  ill  health  did  not  applv  for  admission  to 
the  Bar.  Afterward  lie  engaged  in  manufacturing, 
later  conducting  an  insurance  agency  under  the- 
firm  name  of  Xevers  &  Havens,  representing  some 
of  the  largest  companies  in  the  country.  In  1887 
he  became  connected  with  the  Hartford  Life  In- 
surance Co.,  as  editor  and  manager  of  the  literary 
department.  Init  since  1898  he  has  held  the  position 
of  agency  supervisor,  an  incumbency  he  fills  with 
characteristic  fidelity  and  ability. 

i\Ir.  Havens  is  prominent  in  the  }iIasonic  frater- 
I  nity  of  the  State,  having  been  a  member  thereof 
i  since  1881,  in  w-hich  year  he  joined  ]\lancliester 
':  Lodge,  Xo.  73.  He  is  a  32d  degree  iMason,  a  mcm- 
i  ber  of  Xorw  ich  Consistory ;  has  passed  the  several 
i  chairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  in  January,  1898,  was 
elected  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Connecticut; 
and  has  been  president  of  the  Hartford  ^Lasonic 
!  Club  since  its  formation.  In  church  relationship' 
1  Mr.  Havens  is  a  Congregationalist ;  in  politics  he  is 
j  a  stanch  Republican. 

I       On  May  18,  1870,  Mr.  Havens  married  Eliza 
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JliaiiKMil,  (kiUL^lilcr  nt  .Martin  11.  ! Iraiiicrd.  of  llad- 
<lani.  this  Stale,  aiul  ilicy  lia\c  two  chihlreii :  I'Vaiik 
S.  Havens.  Ph.  !)..  Vale.  'w').  iinw  seerclarv  aurl  i;en- 
cral  nianai;er  of  the  \e\v  York  Silk  Cop.ditioiiiui; 
Work-;.  Xew  \'oik  City;  and  .Marv  C  Ihn  ens. 
!^[^^.  Havens'  father,  .Martin  I'.,  llrainerd.  was  h  irn 
in  Haddani.  and  tUed  in  i8'.;<).  aged  ci,:.^ht v-nine. 
His  wife.  .Mary  ( ilaldwin  )  llrainerd.  liorn  in  .Mans- 
fieiil.  this  State,  is  still  living,  now  (^ujoij  aged 
eighty-seven. 

EMERY  DOW.Xl.XC.  tleceased.  For  almost 
a  hall  century  prior  to  lii>  death,  in  iS(;3,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
truckmen  of  Hartford.  He  wa.s  a  man  of  excel- 
lent jud,::;"ment.  and  possessed  a  rare  degree  of  en- 
ergy. Succeeding  to  a  large  business,  he  conduct- 
ed it  most  successfully,  and  his  interest  is  still  re- 
tained by  his  willow. 

Mr.  Downing  was  born  in  ]lam])ton,  Conn., 
]^Iay  21,  i8j8,  son  of  Emery  and  Lora  (I^arish) 
Downing,  both  also  born  in  Hampte>  i.  The  father 
was  reared  on  the  ancestral  farm,  and  became  a 
farmer  and  butcher,  spending  inost  of  his  life  in 
the  village  of  Scotland,  where  he  (.lied  at  the  aj^^e 
of  seventy-seven,  hi?  widmv  surviving  to  the  age 
of  seventy-eight.  To  them  were  bijrn  Diantha; 
Emerv  and  Emily  (twins)  ;  Serena;  Eliza;  Henry; 
Lydia,  who  married  Edwin  S.  Bill,  of  Hartford; 
and  Mary,  who  marrieil  George  W.  Bill,  also  of 
Hartford.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church. 

Emery  Downing,  our  subject,  received  a  good 
education,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Hartford,  and 
began  work  for  Mason  Smith,  one  of  the  early 
truckmen  of  Hartford,  wiio  later  became  his  fa- 
ther-in-law. ^.Ir.  Downin.ij;  was  admitted  to  a  part- 
nership, and  later  purchased  the  business,  which 
he  followed  up  to  his  death.  Jan.  26,  1893,  having 
been  at  that  time  forty-five  years  in  active  busi- 
ness, the  oldest  in  the  citv  and  among  its  best- 
known  citizens.  He  managed  a  very  large  trade, 
which  he  had  built  uj)  in  a  most  successful  man- 
ner, doing  the  work  for  many  of  the  large  con- 
cerns of  Hartford,  and  was  a  man  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  .\  few  years 
previous  to  his  death  he  admitted  into  partnership 
D.  C.  Perkins,  who  had  l)een  his  bookkeeper  for 
several  vears,  and  who  now  carries  on  the  busi- 
ness under  the  old  firm  name  of  Downing  &:  Per- 
kins. In  jxjiitics  I\Ir.  Downing  was  a  Democrat. 
He  filled  various  local  offices,  and  served  for  sev- 
eral years  on  the  board  of  common  council.  He 
was  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Xo.  4,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M..  for  manv  years,  of  the  Governor's  Foot 
Guard  for  a  number  of  years,  and  later  of  the 
A'eteran  Corps.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Horse  Guard,  and  in  social  circles  licid 
a  wide  and  influential  acf|uaintanccshij). 

In    1852     Mr.    Downing    married  Henrietta 


."^nn'th.  a  native  of  Hartf(jrd.    Her  father,  Mason 
Smith,  was  born  in  -Marshtield,  \'t.,  and  her  grand- 
father. Joshua  Smith,  in  Woodstock.  \'t.,  whence 
he  remtneil  to  Marshtield  wlicn  a  child,  and  there 
spent  his  life,  dying-  at  llie  age  of  eighty.    He  uas. 
:  an  extensive  fanner.    His  wife.  Ketura.  v.as  born 
I  in  ( ihistonbnry,  and  lived  to  a  gooil  old  age.  Joshua 
i  antl  Ketura  Snnth  v.ere  members  of  the  Prc^bv- 
terian  Church.     They  had  a  family  of  si.x  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  now  dead.     3.Iason  Smith 
was  a  fanner  u])  to  the  age  of  twenty-one.  and  was 
educated  in  N'erniont.     lie  married  Lvdia  Moore, 
!  a  native  of  \'en;iont,  and  came  to  Hartford  with 
I  a  horse  and  sleigh,  starting  as  a  pioneer  in  the 
trucking  business  about  1830.    This  he  continued 
successfully,  in   later    years    selling    out  to  Mr. 
Downing  and  retiring  to  a  farm  at  Blue  Hills, 
near  Hartford,  where  he  died  at  tlie  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven years.     His  wife  died  at  tlie  age  of 
fifty-six.     .Vt  the  time  of  his  retirement  Masc>n 
Smith  was  the  oldest  truckman  in  the  citv,  and 
had    an    extensive    acquaintance    with  iiartford 
business  men.     To   ^lason   and   Lydia  (Moore) 
t  Smith  were  born  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Henrietta  (Mrs.  Downing)  is  the 
eldest;  Julietta  married  Jerome  Walker,  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn. ;  and  Ellen  L.,  wlio  married  John  S. 
Stannard,  of  Hartford.    Mason  Smith  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 

To  Emery  and  Henrietta  Downing  was  born 
one    daughter.  Jennie,  who    married    George  .A.. 
Evans,  formerly  with  the  Adams  Express  Co.,  but 
now  manager  of  the  various  electric  express  lines 
in  and  alKuit  Hartford,  having  charge  of  the  ex- 
press cars  which  run  over  the  tracks  of  the  street; 
1  railwav  company.    Mrs.  Evans  has  two  daughters, 
j  .Annie  and  Henrietta  J.    -A.nnie  married  Dr.  Rich- 
i  arcl  P.  Lyman,  a  veterinary  surgeon  of  note  in 
j  Hartford,  who  was  educated  at  .Amherst,  at  the 
.Agricultural  College,  and  in  the  veterinary  depart- 
ment of  Harvard.    He  is  a  member  of  the  \'eter- 
inary  -Association  of  Connecticut,  of  which  he  is 
secretary.     Mrs.  Lyman    has    one    child.  Bertha 
Downing.     These  four  generations.  Airs.  Down- 
ing, her  daughter,  granddaughter  and  great-grand- 
daughter, all  reside  in  Iiartford. 

JAAIES  W.  ELDRIDGE,  a  large  real-estate 
dealer  and  owner,  also  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness in  Hartford,  ofifice  Xo.  868  Main  street,  was 
born  in  Mount  Carmel,  III.,  July  4,  1841,  and  is  a 
I  lineal  descendant  of  Elder  \Villiam  Brewster,  who 
came  to  the  countrv  in  the  "Mayflower."  Charles 
W.  Eldridge.  father  of  James  W.,  was  born  in  X'ew 
London,  Conn.;  William,  the  grandfather,  also  in 
Xew  London  ;  Charles  (2),  the  great  grandfather, 
in  Groton,  Xov.  14.  1720;  Daniel,  the  great-great- 
grandfatlier,  in  England.  The  last  named  was 
among-  the  earlv  settlers  at  Groton.  He  was  one 
of  three  brothers  who  came  to  this  country,  one  of 
whom  married  a  daug-hter  of  Pocahontas. 

Charles  Eldridge  (2),  the  great-graiulfatlier,  was 
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»,(.'vorclv  wuumlcil  at  Fori  Gri^\\■oI^l.  luiulc  of  Croton 
Jlciylits.  There  is  a  nioiuinu'iu  in  tlic  buryini;- 
^rouiul  at  tlic  heacl  of  Mystic  river,  from  whicli 
the  following-  inscription  is  taken  :  I'liis  nionunient, 
sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Charles  J-.hlridi^e. 
Esq.  Me  was  an  ]Cnsii;"n  in  the  Ivcvolntimi.  an<.l 
was  womuled  in  the  knee.  While  lying-  on  the 
field  was  attacked  by  two  i'-ritish  soldiers  and  rtni 
throngh  with  a  bayonet,  and,  although  left  for  dead, 
crawled  to  cover :  later  bribing"  a  I'ritish  soldier  1)\- 
giving"  him  his  gold  watch  to  obtain  him  nourishment 
and  take  him  to  a  place  of  safety."  i^le  had  formerly 
kept  a  store  in  Groton,  but  that  was  burned  by  the 
British.  He  died  Xov.  20,  1798.  A  full  account  of 
his  war  record  is  found  in  the  work  ""llattle  of  Gro- 
ton Heights,"  pulilished  in  1882  bv  Jabez  Allen. 

Grandfather  William  Eldridge  was  born  Dec.  i-i, 
1769.  He  was  a  merchant  in  Groton  and  New 
London,  where  he  continueil  in  business  for  many 
years,  shipping  goods  \.o  the  W  est  Indies.  Later  he 
spent  some  years  in  Tolland  county,  where  he  was  a 
town  official,  extensive  land  owner  and  prominent 
man.  He  was  also  what  was  known  as  one  of  the 
'■fire  commissioners,"  appointed  by  the  United  States 
government,  to  apportion  lai"ids  set  apart  in  north- 
ern Ohio,  called  i  he  Fire  Lands,""  which  were  given 
to  reimburse  those  who  had  suffered  by  the  burning 
of  New  London  by  the  British,  under  the  aitspices 
of  the  traitor  Arnold,  and  assisted  in  laying  out  the 
same.  James  W.  Eldridge  has  his  diary,  showing 
where  he  with  two  other's  started  from  Xew  London 
with  a  chaise  and  saddle  horse,  and  v."ent  first  to  Xew 
York,  then  to  Pennsylvania,  then  to  northern  Ohio, 
back  to  Albany,  and  then  to  Hartford.  He  later 
went  to  Blount  Carmel,  111.,  and  was  the  owner  of 
some  12,000  acres  of  land,  the  greater  part  of  which 
was  in  northern  Ohio,  and  he  gave  the  village  ( now 
the  city)  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  twenty  village  lots,  to 
be  used  as  aburying-grotmd.most  of  which  has  since 
been  "appropriated" — the  beautiful  Euclid  avenue 
being  one  of  the  streets  laid  out  through  this  gift 
land.  3klr.  Eldridge  first  married  Elizabeth  Avery, 
who  was  born  Sept.  14,  1794.  She  had  two  chil- 
dren, Francis  A.  and  Charles  W.,  and  died  "Dec.  12, 
1816.  The  second  wife,  I'auline  (Lee),  born  Jul> 
15)  1787.  Iiad  three  children,  Richard  H.,  Gloriana 
H.  and  Ellen  P.,  all  now  deceased.  She  died  Oct. 
ir,  1854.  ]\Ir.  and  ^Irs.  Eldridge  were  forinerh 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  later  at- 
tended the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Charles  \\'.  Eldridge,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Xew  London,  Conn.,  Xov.  9,  181 1,  passed  his 
earlier  years  in  Tolland  county,  and  was  educated 
in  the  select  schools.  He  began  work  as  a  clerk  in 
Hartford,  in  a  dry-goods  store,  and,  later,  learned 
the  painting  of  miniatures  on  ivory,  chiefly  portraits 
of  the  celebrated  men  and  women  of  that  day.  This 
he  began  in  1828  and  traveled  through  the  various 
cities,  such  as  Xew  York,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
Chicago,  X'ashville,  Cleveland  and  Xew  Orleans, 
spending  several  weeks  in  each.    Our  subject  has 


a  diary.  ke])t  by  his  father  at  that  lime,  wliich  shows 
the  number  and  names  of  the  persons  whose  minia- 
tmes  he  painted,  in  each  of  these  cities.  Jn  .\ew 
York  Cit_\-,  on  his  first  visit,  he  painted  hfty-six  ;  in 
.^pringlu  ld,  Mass.,  nearly  <ine  himdred :  in  Balti- 
niiire.  in  1834.  he  painted  ninety-eight.  In  Lecem- 
ber  of  the  same  \  e;ir.  he  located  m  Xew  York,  where 
he  remained  imtil  October,  183O,  during  which  time 
he  painted  miniatures  of  250  people.  He  also  vis- 
ited Louisville.  K_\..  in  fact  all  the  great  cities  oi 
the  L'nited  .^tate>.  He  had  as  a  partner  James 
Parker,  the  lirm  being  k'nowu  as  Parker  &  Eldridge. 
They  were  celebrated  throughout  all  the  States  of 
the  L'p.ion,  and  were  artists  of  high  degree.  Our 
subject  has  portraits  painted  in  those  early  days  by 
his  father,  which  are  to-day  as  perfect  as  when  com- 
pleted. Scores  of  letters  still  remain  to  show  the 
satisfaction  which  they  gave  their  patrons,  and  of  tlic 

j  great  superiority  of  their  work. 

I       The  father  returned  to  Hartford  in  1865,  where 

'  he  went  into  the  shoe  business  for  the  benefit  of  his 
son,  and  was  a  resident  of  that  city  until  his  death, 

;  which  occurred  Jan.  10,  1S83.  Charles  Eldridge's 
second  wife,  Hannah  (!Mitcheir),  born  Dec.  18,  1813, 

'  is  still  living  in  Hartford,  with  faculties  remark- 
ably preserved.  Frances  E.  (Parker),  mother  of 
James  Eldridge,  was  born  in  Sag  Harbor,  Long 
Island,  X.  Y.,  May  5,  1819,  a  daughter  of  Capt. 

■  \ViIlian"i  Parker,  a  sea  captain  of  that  town,  who 
'  spent  his  life  largelv  on  the  water,  making  his  home 

■  in  Sag  Harbor,  where  he  died.  Our  subject's  mothcr 
had  ten  children,  he  being  the  only  one  living.  She 
died  Feb.  13,  1847.  parents  of  our  subject  were 

:  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
I       James  Eldridge  spent  his  early  years  in  Illinois, 
'  until  the  age  of  twelve,  and  was  up  to  that  time  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools.  He  then  came  East  to 
I  Ellington,  Conn.,  to  attend  the  famous  select  school 

■  of  Edwin  Hall,  1852-1855,  after  which  he  made  his 
j  home  with  his  father,  on  Long  Island,  X.  Y.,  until 
!  enlistment  in  1862,  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  127th 
j  X'.  Y.  \  .  I.,  of  which  he  was  soon  made  a  corporal, 

and  then  promoted  to  sergeant.  He  served  two  years 
in  this  regiment,  and  in  1S64  v/as  discharged  to  ac- 
i  cept  promotion  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  23d 
i  United  States  Colored  Troops,  commanding  his  com- 
j  pany.  He  was.  further  promoted  to  regimental 
;  quarter-master;  first  lieutenant  in  April,  1865;  re- 
i  ceived  a  furlougli  on  account  of  physical  disaljility, 
I  and  went  north  for  treatment,  and  while  undergoing 
{  same  the  war  ended,  he  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
i  charge  "on  account  of  close  of  the  war."  Mr. 
1  Eldridge  served  nearl_\-  three  years,  and  was  under 
I  fire  three  hundred  da}"s,  being  attached  to  various 
army  corps,  including  the  4th,  7th,  9th  10th,  nth 
i  and  25th,  commanded  by  Gens.  Keycs,  Banks.  Gil- 
i  more,  Weitzel,  and  others.  His  regiments  partici- 
j  pated  in  many  battles  and  skirmishes,  including  the 
1  siege  of  Suffolk,  \  a.,  siege  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  bat- 
tles about  Richmond,  Petersburg,  and  others.  He 
'  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
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],(.>\al  Legion,  Army  niii!  Xavv  Cluh  ')f  (_"( mnoclicut, 
CoiHKVticut  Sons  of  the  AiiKTican  Kcvoluliuii  and 
(.■iIk'I"  ]>alriotic  societies. 

Alter  leaving  the  service  Mr.  l-lUlriilye  came  to 
llarltord,  and  entereil  the  employ  of  1".  A.  llrown, 
in  what  was  known  as  the  "Charte,-  (Jak  Coal  Co.,"' 
which  continued  lor  a  ^lKlrt  lime.  Air.  Eldridg-e's 
latiier  having  bought  out  the  ■■r>osloii  Shoe  Store." 
our  subject  left  the  coal  business  and  joined  him, 
coiuluctmg  the  business  successfully  some  lifteen 
vears.  Ihen,  liu  account  of  failing  health,  he  sold 
out  liis  interest  in  1880,  and  later  entered  the  real- 
estate  business,  \',  hich  he  has  since  continued,  being 
now  one  of  the  largest  dealers  in  the  city.  The  line 
residence  in  which  -Mr.  Eldridge  lives,  on  W'ethers- 
field  avenue,  opposite  Mrs.  Colt's  residence,  "Arms- 
mere,"  was  purchased  by  him  and  remodeled,  and  is 
one  of  the  iinest  homes  on  the  avenue. 

James  W.  Eldridge  has  been  lour  times  married, 
(first)  Oct.  2y,  1867,  to  Ellen  A.  St.  John,  born  in 
Woodbury,  X.  J.,  who  died  Eeb.  2O,  1872.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Ada  E.  Hight,  born  in  New- 
port, Maine,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Annie  F., 
living  at  home  (  she  is  an  artist  of  rare  taste,  but  was 
compelled  to  give  up  her  studies  on  account  of 
weak  eyesight )  ;  her  mother  died  Feb.  5,  1S79.  For 
his  third  wife  Mr.  Fldridge  married  Emma  Ells- 
worth, a  great-granddaughter  of  Chief  Justice  Ol- 
iver Ellsworth.  She  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
died  ]\Iarch  24,  x8So.  and  for  his  fourth  wife,  he 
wedded  Lillie  L.  Hamilton,  born  in  Sacramento, 
Cal.,  a  daughter  of  Lorenzo  Hamilton,  a  resident  of 
Hartford,  where  he  was  a  prominent  man  for  many 
years,  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Young 
■Men's  Institute  or  Athcneum.  Afterward  he  went  to 
•  Sacramento,  Ca!.,  where  he  died.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Center  Congregational  Church,  and  in  pol- 
itics ^Ir.  Eldridge  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Eldridge  has  been  for  many  years  celebrated 
as  a  collector  of  original  war  relics  and  curios.  In 
his  beautiful  home  he  has  two  rooms  30  feet  long 
"by  20  feet  wide,  which  are  especially  adapted  to  his 
purpose,  and  which  have  been  fitted  up  at  great  ex- 
pense. Here,  tastefullv  arranged,  are  thousands  of 
valuable  war  relics,  each  of  which  has  a  history,  and 
■collected  at  an  expense  of  tjiousands  of  dollars,  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  Pages  would  be  inade- 
quate to  describe  them.  Here  are  to  be  seen  the  first 
flag  carried  by  the  first  regiinent  to  take  part  in  any 
battle  in  defense  of  the  Union;  the  first  Confederate 
"Stars  and  F>ars"  flag  to  cross  the  Potomac  river 
which  was  made  in  ^^'ashing■lon,  D.  C,  by  Confed- 
erate young  ladies,  and  was  taken  across  Long 
Bridge  the  morning  that  Virginia  seceded;  the 
first  solid  shot  fired  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  :  and 
a  part  of  the  first  shell  that  exploded  in  Fort  Sum- 
ter; a  right  hand  gauntlet  glove  of  T.  J.  (Stonewall) 
Jackson,  the  famous  Confederate  general :  a  chair 
from  the  home  of  Tefl'erson  Davis,  and  saddle  used 
by  him:  the  famous  sword  of  John  Brown  ;  a  wreath 
made  from  the  hair  of  forty  generals  who  took  part 


in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  incluvling  that  of  Gen. 
Cirant;  revolwr  c'.rried  by  Cen.  Grant  througliout 
the  war;  uniforms,  sabres,  drums,  canteens,  haver- 
sacks, kna;'>ack.s,  bugles,  pi>iu!s,  guns  cirried  by 
diti'erent  utticer.s  and  men,  each  telling  its  own  story, 
the  auilienticity  of  each  article  being  guaranteed  hy 
sworn  afiidaviis  from  persons  of  character  and  relia- 
bility. The  collection  is  undoubtedly  the  largest  in 
the  Cnited  States.  In  addition  to  this  ]Mr.  Eidndge 
has  a  collection  of  autographs,  numbering  into  the 
th.ousands.    Fie  also  has  the  finest  historical  collec- 

'  tion  of  Confederate  money  in  the  world,  including 
all  issues  of  every  denomination,  and  a  majority  of 

1  the  serial  numbers,  issued  bv  the  so-called  Confed- 
erate States ;  a  war  library  given  up  to  literature, 
of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  of  over  five  thousand 
volumes;  and  manuscript  official  letter  books  and 
files,  pertaining  to  the  Rebellion,  covering  over  a 
thousand  pages  of  matter,  all  of  which  he  is  pleased 
to  exhibit  to  those  who  are  interested  and  apprecia- 
tive, and  especially  to  classes  of  school  children,  who 
often  visit  his  rooms — his  object  being  lessons  ia 
patriotism  for  the  young. 

EDWARD  EA  ERETT  HURLBLT^T,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  is  of  the  eighth  generation  in  descent 
from  Thomas  Hurlbut,  his  pioneer  ancestor  in  the 
Xew  World,  tracing  his  line  of  descent  through 
Joseph  O.,  Luman,  Joseph,  John,  Thomas,  and  Ste- 
phen to  Thomas  Hurlbut.  xAs  will  be  seen,  the 
name  was  originally  Hurlbtit,  and  our  subject's  fa- 
ther was  the  first  to  write  it  Hurlburt,  which  spell- 
ing has  since  been  adopted  by  all  the  family. 

(I)  Thomas  Hurlbut,  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
came  to  America  in  1635,  settling  first  at  Saybrook, 
and  after  the  Pequot  war  (in  which  he  was  a  soldier 
under  Lion  Gardiner)  locating  at  W^ethersfield, 
Conn.  He  was  a  prominent  man,  both  politically 
and  socially,  in  that  town.  Flis  wife's  name  was 
Sarah. 

(H)  Stephen  Hurlbut,  born  in  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  about  1649,  '^'''^s  by  trade  a  mechanic.  His 
wife's  nam.e  was  Dorothy. 

(HI)  Thomas  Hurlbut.  born  in  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  Jan.  23,  1680,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  mar- 
ried Jan.  1 1,  J 705,  Rebecca  Meekins.  He  died  April 
10,  1761. 

(IV)  Lieut.  John  Hurlbut,  a  farmer,  born  in 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Oct.  i,  1710,  settled  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  I'eb.  2,  1738,  Mary  Ann  Cowles,  who 
died  Aug.  31,  1739.  He  married  (second)  Oct.  i, 
1 74 1,  Mabel  Loomis.    He  died  April  21,  1778. 

(V)  Joseph  Hurlbut,  born  in  Hartford,  in  May, 
1744.  married  Sarah  Roberts,  and  died  Sept.  21, 
1796. 

(VI)  Luman  Hurlbut,  born  Oct.  14,  178S,  mar- 
ried Mary  Olmstead,  and  died  May  20,  1865. 

(\'II)  Joseph  Olmsted  Flurlburt,  born  July  31, 
1822,  married  Oct.  30,  1844,  Amelia  Almira,  daugh- 
ter of  Horace  and  Almira  Hills,  of  East  Hartford, 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


127 


Conn.  jSsi'.c:  (il  I'.llon  Amelia,  l>orn  Sv';n.  13. 
i.S-i'i,  married  (  icorgo  \\  .  Rohcrts  aiul  liatl  four 
oliiUlrcn — (al  1  kkn  M..  horn  July  31,  iSix):  (.h) 
Clcort;t'  H.,  Inirn  .March  J5.  1S74.  who  (hcil  I'ch.  10. 
1877:  (c)  -\ltrcd  J-^.  horn  .March  5.  1878;  ami 
( tl )  Geori^o  \\'.,  horn  t  )ot.  i).  188O.  (  j)  Ilcnrv  W'in- 
tlirop,  horn  l"ch.  13.  1851.  died  Jnnc  7.  1884.  His 
children — (a)  Anna  Louise,  horn  Aus^.  21,  1874; 
[h)  Maliel,  horn  in  1875.  who  died  same  year;  (c) 
Nellie  Mary,  horn  Xov.  2.  1877,  who  was  married 
April  25.  u)cx'i. 'to  Clarence  lulgar  Whitney:  and 
(d)  Florence,  liorn  in  1881,  who  died  in  18S4.  (3) 
IVIary  Louise  was  liorn  March  28,  1857.  (4)  Kath- 
arine Maria  was  horn  l-\h.  5,  i8i)[.  (5)  Edward 
Everett,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows.  Josepli  O. 
Hurlhurt,  the  father  of  this  family,  received  his 
education  in  East  Hartford,  and  for  several  vears 
taug-ht  in  the  old  Xorth  school.  Hartford.  During 
tlie  last  twentv  years  of  his  life  he  was  princij^al  of 
the  Wetherstield  high  school,  and  he  died  March 
18,  1899.  He  was  a  mcmher  of  the  County  and 
State  .Teachers  Association. 

Edward  Everett  Hmihurt,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch,  was  horn  July  31.  1S63,  in  Hartford, 
where  he  obtained  his  education.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  he  entered  the  emplov  of  Botsford  &  In- 
graham,  beef  and  provision  merchants,  Hartford, 
and  with  them  remained  five  vears,  ur  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old,  at  which  time  he  commenced 
business  on  his  own  account  on  Spruce  street,  Hart- 
ford. In  1S99  he  removed  to  Hoadlev  Place,  and 
in  1900  incorporated  the  business  as  '■The  Connec- 
ticut Beef  Co.,"  which  enjoys  a  wide  and  increasing 
trade. 

In  1SS4  Edward  E.  Hurlhurt  was  imited  in  mar- 
riage with  !Miss  Susan  Elizabeth  .Stone,  of  Hartford, 
daughter  of  Charles  Stone,  of  Ashland,  III.  and 
three  children  h.ave  heen  born  to  them  :  Ruth  .Ame- 
lia, Jan.  22,  1SS6:  ^larjorie  Stone,  ?^Iav  31,  1887; 
and  Harry  Olmstead.  Sept.  23.  18S0.  I\Ir.  and  ]\Irs. 
Hurlhurt  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church : 
socially  he  is  affiliated  with  the  F.  &  A.  M.  and 
Royal  Arcanum  :  in  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

JAMES  MOXROE  GRANT,  retired,  one  of  the 
prominent  well-to-do  citizens  of  Hartford,  was  born 
at  Ashford.  Windham  Co..  Conn.,  ]\Iay  27,  1820,  and 
comes  of  patriotic  Revolunonary  stock. 

■  Hamilton  Grant,  his  father,  was  born  in  Pomiret, 
Conn.,  a  son  of  Tohn  Grant,  who  was  killed  in  the 
W"  yoming  massacre.  Hamilton  in  earlv  manhood 
was  a  scliool  teacher,  later  in  life  following  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  During  the  Revo!utionar_\-  war  he 
enlisted  iii  the  patriot  arm\-.  and  fought  in  the  hat- 
tie  of  Bunker  Hill  under  Capt.  Knowlton,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war  returning  to  tlie  paths  of  peace, 
and  during  tlie  rest  of  in's  davs  making  his  home  in 
Ashford.  Conn.  He  there  marrierl  Lucy  Williams, 
of  Groton,  Conn.,  and  Iw  her  had  nine  children,  two 
of  whom  are  yet  living:  Minerva  (Mrs.- Snow),  liv- 
in  Williniantic,  Conn;  and    James    Monroe,  our 


I  suliject.     The  father  died,  in  1823,  the  nirnlier  in 

!  James  M.  Grant,  wliose  name  opens  this  ske:ch, 
J  recei\eil  his  education  in  ilie  schools  of  Ashford, 
j  .Mansfield  and  \\  illingtim,  all  in  Connecticut,  and 
j  worked  on  farms  till  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  engageil  in  the  j-iik  business  in  Willingti m, 
■  remaining  there  four  years;  then  was  overseer  for 
Storr's  Silk  Mill,  in  ( iurlevville.  Tolland  countv, 
two  years:  after  which  he  was  with  Cheney  Bros., 
in  .Manchester  for  several  years,  and  ilien  was  i;ni- 
ployed  as  overseer  of  silk  mills  in  Manchester  and 
Hartford.  For  over  forty-two  years  he  operatei-l  a 
silk  null  in  companv  with  Mr.  Sourl)y  in  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  also  one  in  Bridgeport  with  Williams  & 
Johnson,  hut  for  about  the  j.iast  sixteen  years  he  has 
lived  retired,  having  secured  a  competency  from  his 
patents  on  reeling  silk  and  on  an  equalizer  as  well 
as  on  other  devices  pertaining  to  that  trade. 
I  Mr.  Cirant  has  been  twice  married,  first  time,  in 
1850.  in  Manchester.  Comi..  to  Julia  Inglesby.  bv 
whom  he  had  no  children.  For  his  second  wife  he 
wedded,  in  1872,  in  Springfield,  .\rice  W'heeler,  by 
whom  he  has  two  children:  (  i  )  James  M.,  Jr.,  who 
married  Jane  Eliza  Grant,  and  has  two  children, 
Thelnia  \"ioIa  and  Hamilton  Monroe;  and  (2)  .Mice 
\'iola,  who  wedded  Frank  E.  Ray,  and  has  one 
child.  Doris  Grant. 

In  religious  faith  the  familv  are  identified  with 
the  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Grant  is  a 
Republican,  and.  socially,  is  a  member  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution  and  of  the  Governor's 
Foot  Guard.  For  a  man  of  his  years  he  is'  reniark- 
ablv  well  preserved,  enjoying  gmxl  health,  with 
faculties  unimpaired,  and  of  late  years  he  has  de- 
voted his  time  to  the  improvement  of  his  real-estate 
holdings.  ]Mr.  Grant  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances,  whose  esteem  and  respect  lie 
justly  merits. 

WILLIAM  COTTER  (deceased)  was  one  of  the 
v,-e!l-known  business  men  of  Hartford,  wh.ere  he  cm- 
ducted  a  successful  livery  business  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  centur}'.  His  stables,  known  as  the 
Buckingham  stables,  are  still  among  the  largest  in 
the  city,  and  the  business  is  carried  on  by  his  sons, 
Daniel  and  Thomas,  with  every  prospect  of  cor.tin- 
ued  prosperity. 

'Sir.  Cotter  was  born  Sept.  22.  1S52.  in  Porilanil. 
Conn.,  and  was  one  of  a  familv  of  nine  chilc'rc'i.  of 
whom  only  one  is  now  living.  His  father,  Tiinmas 
Cotter,  a  farmer  bv  occupation,  became  lilir.d  as  a  re- 
sult of  overwork,  and  now  makes  his  home  with,  -lis 
(laugluer,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Shay,  of  East  Had'lam. 
Our  r-ubject's  educational  advantages  were  such  as 
fell  to  the  lot  of  the  poor  farmer  bov.  and  h.e  left 
home  and  school  at  an  earl\-  age.  With  the  well- 
known  Frederick  Russell,  one  of  the  largest  invest- 
ors in  tlie  l^ortland  Brown  .Stone  Co..  onr  snliject 
remained  in  the  capacitv  ot  coachman  fc.r  nearly 
ten  years.    At  the  age  of  twenty-four  vears  he  re- 
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niovci!  to  1  tan  ford,  and  oiigagod  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness on  Trinity  street,  ujiposile  tl;e  L'apitol.  continu- 
ing about  lifteen  years.  In  June,  i88i),  be  located  at 
Xo.  19,  r.uckin-bani  street.  renuMleHiii,'-  the  barn 
lliere.  Mr.  L^'lter  was  a  intense  lover  of  g^ood 
li"r>es.  and  one  of  tlie  best  judges  of  good  borse- 
I'loli  in  tile  c:ty.  l-e:r  .sixteen  \ears  be  tlrc>ve  L\'nian 
r..  Jewell,  of  tbe  Jewell  I'.elting  C<«..  keejiing  tbe 
horses  at  bis  stal)les.  and  driving  tbem  wbencver 
Mr.  Jewell  needed  bini.  He  bad  taken  .Mr.  Jewell 
tbroug-b  every  section  of  tbe  county,  ubile  out  on 
luuiting  trips,  and  jii'ssesseil  tbe  fullest  confidence 
atid  appreciatiiiu  of  tbat  gentleman,  wbo.  in  speak- 
ing of  bini.  said  Mr.  Cotter  was  one  of  the  truest  and 
most  iiprigb.t  men  whom  be  bad  ever  known.  Mr. 
Cotter's  deatn  occurred  Aug.  24.  1S99,  and  bis  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Blue  Hills  cemeterv,  Hart- 
ford. Tbe  latter  niontbs  of  his  illness  be  was  con- 
fined to  tbe  house,  although  he  directed  bis  business 
almost  to  the  last.  He  was  a  quiet  man,  and  at- 
tended strictly  to  bis  business,  belonging  to  no  socie- 
ties. He  was  of  a  sociable  disposition,  however,  and 
made  many  friends,  not  a  few^  of  whom  dropped  in 
upon  him  in  bis  last  illness  to  brighten  his  hours  of 
confinement.  He  never  discussed  politics,  and  was 
not  an  office  seeker ;  he  with  his  lamilv  was  long- 
identified  with  St.  Peter's  Catholic  Church  at 
Hartford. 

On  Nov.  14.  1875,  ^^i"-  Cotter  was  married  to 
INIiss  Mary  FitzGibbons,  who  was  born  in  Ireland, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Johanna  (Crowley)  Fitz- 
Gibbons. Her  father  died  in  Ireland  when  she  was 
quite  young,  and  she  came  to  America  at  an  early 
age,  locating  in  ^Massachusetts.  Four  children  were 
born  to  this  union  :  Daniel  F.,  Thomas  W .,  IMazie 
and  Josephine,  all  at  home. 

WALTER  COLLYER  FAXOX.  assistant 
secretary  of  the  -5Ltna  Life  Insurance  Co..  was 
born  in  Hartford  July  18.  1856,  son  of  Fliram  and 
Margaret  Maria  (Collyer)  Faxon.  His  ancestry 
is  traced  back  to  the  "Mavtlower"  Pilgrims,  be 
being  a  lineal  descendant  of  Gov.  William  P)rad- 
ford,  through  tlie  Adams.  Collins.  Terrv  and  Ol- 
cott  families,  and  from  Richard  Warren,  through 
the  Church  and  Olcott  families.  Other  names  of 
noted  persons  to  be  found  amonsr  bis  ancestry  are 
those  of  Francis  Elliott,  John  Whitman,  Edmund 
Hobart.  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard.  Re^•.  J(3hn  \\'arc- 
ham,  John  Pantry,  John  X'orton,  John  Stanley, 
George  Stocking,  William  Sprague.  Anthony 
Earns.  Thomas  Bunce  and  Thomas  Wells. 

After  being  graduated  at  the  Hartford  Public 
High  School,  in  .\pril.  1874,  Mr.  Faxon  entered  the 
employ  of  tbe  Travelers  Insurance  Co.,  where  dur- 
ing a  period  of  nearlv  seventeen  years  be  received 
the  training  and  insigb.t  into  the  accid.ent  btisiness 
which  has  contributed  so  materi:dly  toward  fitting 
him  for  the  position  he  now  occupies.  When  tbe 
accident  department  of  the  .-litna  Life  Insurance 
Co.  was  decided  upon,  ]\[r.  ]''axon  was  selected  as 
the  man  especially  qualified  to  assist  in  its  organi- 


I  zation,  and  he  entered  tbe  enijiloy  of  that  company 
j  Jan.  I,  1891,  on  which  date  the  first  accident  ix)licy 
\  was  issued  to  tbe  president  of  tbe  com})any,  ex- 
I  (Jov.  ML>rgan  (>.  llulkeley.    Policy  mnnber  one  is 
I  still  in  force.    In  tbe  first  year  the  gross  premium 
1  receipts  of  the  cvunpanv  in  its  accident  department 
I  were  less  than  S40.000.     In  its  tenth  yeai',  just 
closed,  thev  exceed  $i, 100,000,  a  nujst  remarkable 
growth  for  tbe  first  ten  years  of  a  business  of  that 
nature.    During  tbe  first  years  of  bis  connection 
I  with  the  .Etna  Life  ]Mr.  I'axon  bekl  a  clerical  po- 
sition; in  181^5  tbe  oflice  of  assistant  secri,lar\-  in 
the  accident  department  was  created,  and  be  was 
apjx)inted  to  it.    How  successfully   be    has  filled 
tbe  position  is  demonstrated  by  the  rapid  growth 
of  tbe  business,  in  which  his  energies  and  ambi- 
tions are  all  concentrated. 

Mr,  Faxon  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Found- 
ers and  Patriots  of  America,  and  is  a  councillor 
general  of  the  General  Court  of  tbe  order,  having 
been  elected  to  that  office  X'ov.  23.  1900. 

On  May  23,  1877,  Walter  C.  Faxon  was  mar- 
ried to  X'ellie  A.  White,  born  in  Somers,  Conn., 
Jime  25,  1857,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Hannah 
(Pease)  White.  She  is  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Elder  John  \\'hite,  and  among  her  early  ancestry 
are  to  be  found  the  names  of  Robert  Dunbar, 
John  Gardner,  Edmund  Hobart,  Edward  \\'ilder, 
.Samuel  Tower,  Rev.  Thomas  ^^'ally,  George  Rus- 
sell, ^Matthew  Gushing,  Thomas  Thaxter,  Aaron 
Cook,  Rev.  Ephraim  Hewitt,  Gov.  John  Webster, 
John  r^farsb,  John  Ells,  Robert  Pease  and  John 
Emcrv.  Among  those  of  [Mrs.  Faxon's  ancestors 
i  who  served  in  tbe  Revolutionary  war  may  be  men- 
tioned the  following:  Stejjbcn  Pease,  Justin  Ash- 
ley, Corp.  Abel  Gushing,  Joseph  Ashley,  Thomas 
Wilder,  Col.  David  Gushing.  Josiah  Pierce,  Eben- 
ezer  \Miite,  Robert  Garnett  and  Sanuiel  Church, 
the  honored  names  appearing  in  eight  ditterent  an- 
cestral lines.  Mrs.  Faxon  has  made  extensive  re- 
searches in  genealogy,  holds  a  life  membership  in 
tbe  Sons  of  tbe  American  Revolution,  and  is  also 
j  an  active  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution. 

(1)  Thomas  Faxon,  tbe  first  ancestor  of  Wal- 
ter C.  Faxon  in  America,  was  born  in  England 
about  1 60 1,  and  came  to  America  before  1647,  fi''st 
locating  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  later  settling  in  Brain- 
tree,  where  be  died  Xov.  23,  1680.  A  very  promi- 
nent man  in  his  day,  be  transacted  a  large  amount 
of  public  business.  His  wife,  Joane,  diefl  some 
time  between  1663  and  1670. 

(\\)  Richard  Faxon,  son  of  Thomas,  tbe  emi- 
grant, born  in  England  in  i(')^o.  died  Dec.  20, 
1(174.  He  married  Elizabeth  (Hubbard  (?').  born 
m  1633.  who  died  Aug.  9,  1704,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-one. 

(HI)  Thomas  Faxon,  son  of  Richard,  was  born 
in  Braintree.  ^vlass.,  Aug.  2.  1662.  and  was  a  pros- 
perous farmer.  He  died  in  1^(90.  his  remains  be- 
ing in.ierred  in  Weymouth,  Mass.  He  married 
:Jary  Blancbard,  born  Dec.  I,  1662. 
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Richard  r'axon,  sou  of  Thomas,  was 
born  in  ! liaiiurcc.  Ma-s.,  Sept.  4,  ibSb,  ami  died 
Mav  5,  lyuS.  On  Dec.  J9,  i/^^J.  he  married  Ann 
Jlrackett,  Ijorn  July  18,  it'Sj,  who  died  Oct.  lO, 

\  )  1  houias  Faxon,  son  of  Richard,  was  born 
in  Ilramtree,  .\la>s.,,  Oct.  jg.  ij'c)-  'ind  died  in 
1801.  He  married  (first)  bept.  1746,  Eliza- 
bclli  Hobart,  who  died  April  5,  iJS-- 

(\T)  Kbenezer  Faxon,  son  of  Thomas,  and 
great-gTand father  of  Walter  L'.,  was  born  in 
i^raintree,  Mass..  L")ec.  12,  1749,  and  Jan.  6,  177-?, 
came  to  West  Hartford,  where  lie  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  earthenware,  and  died  Jan.  11, 
1811.  On  Feb.  8,  177O,  he  married  Eleanor  Whit- 
man, born  in  1755.  died  Xov.  30,  1827. 

(\TI)  Flihu  I'axon,  sou  of  Ebenezer,  and 
grandfather  of  \\'alter  C,  was  born  in  W^est  Hart- 
lord  Xov.  6,  1779,  and  died  June  30,  1847.  On 
July  8,  1807,  he  married  Elizabeth  Olcott,  born 
April  22,  1784,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Lucy 
(Terry)  Olcott.    She  died  Dec.  21,  1854. 

(\  HI)  Fiiram  Faxon,  sou  of  Elihu,  and  father 
of  Walter  C,  was  born  Aug.  11,  1817,  in  Nassau, 
N.  Y.,  whence  he  removed  to  Bullalo,  afterward 
to  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  and  then  to  Hartford,  Conn., 
.where  he  died  Oct.  30,  18S3.  On  }\Iarch  31,  1842, 
he  married  ^largaret  A] aria  Collyer,  born  Oct.  2, 
1822,  who  died  Jan.  12,  i860.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Margaret  (Power)  Collyer,  of 
jMarblehead,  !Mass.,  and  granddaughter  of  Isaac 
and  Sarah  (Courtis)  Collyer,  of  Marblehead,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army. 

FRAXCIS  HEXRY  SPEXCER,  member  of  the 
widely-known  firm  of  George  F.  Spencer  &  Co., 
carmen.  Hartford,  of  which  he  is  also  manager, 
is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  Sept.  i,  1870,  in  Suf- 
field.  He  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
highly  honored  families  of  X^ew  England,  being  a 
lineal  descendant  of  , 

(I)  Thomas  Spencer,  who  with  his  wife  came 
to  Hartford  in  the  company  of  Thomas  Flooker.  He 
was  representative  to  the  General  Court,  and  had  a 
grant  of  land  given  him  for  his  services. 

(II)  Samuel  Spencer,  son  of  the  above,  moved 
to  Windham  (now  Scotland),  Connecticut. 

(HI)  John  Spencer,  son  of  Samuel,  born  in 
W'indham,  died  a  violent  death  during  the  raising  of 
a  church,  and  is  buried  in  Scotland,  fie  had  five 
sons  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

(IV)  Jonathan  Spencer,  son  of  John,  born  in 
Windham,  was  one  of  those  who  "'turned  out"  at 
the  "Lexington  Alarm."  He  married  a  Miss 
Brown,  of  Brooklyn,  Connecticut. 

(V)  Icliabod  Spencer,  son  of  the  alx)ve,  born  in 
Scotland,  Conn.,  in  July,  1781,  passed  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  there  in  agricultural  pursuits,  dying 
in  May,  1853.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Hen- 
rietta Babcock,  by  whom  he  Had  children  as  fol- 
lows :  Lucius,  deceased ;  George  D.,  a  sketch  of 


whom  follows;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Zadock  Babcock, 
of  South  \\'indham  ;  and  Jo?ej)h  1!.,  of  Windliam. 
To  the  second  marriage  came  the  following:  Charles 

i  E.,  of  Lebanon,  Conn. ;  and  Frederick,  deceased. 

I        {^^)  George  D.  Spencer,  grandfather  of  Fran- 

i  cis  11.,  was  born  January  26,  1813,  in  Lisbon  {now 
Sprague  ),  Conn.,  and  was  there  reared  and  edu- 
cated. For  several  years  he  clerked  in  stores  in 
Lebanon,  Xorwich  and  Hartford,  after  whicli  he 
went  into  the  grocery  business  on  his  own  account 
at  Hampton,  and  later,  from  1847  o  1864,  in  Leb- 
anon. He  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life  at  the 
home  of  his  son  George  F.,  in  Deep  River,  dying  in 
1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Politically 
he  was  first  a  \^  hig,  afterward  a  Republican,  and 
in  1854  he  represented  Lebanon  in  the  Legislature; 
was  also  town  clerk  and  judge  of  probate  for  many 
years,  being  altogether  a  very  prominent  man.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he 
served  as  trustee  and  treasurer.  In  ITampton, 
Conn.,  in  June,  1839,  George  D.  Spencer  married 
^lartha  ]\laria  Spalding,  of  that  place,  born  in  De- 
cember, 1815,  who  died  m  May,  18S3,  a  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Martha  (liilbrook  )  Spalding,  of  Can- 
terbury, Conn.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to 
this  union;  George  F.  (sketch  of  whom  follov,-s) 
and  Dwight  S.  The  latter  born  in  1851,  died 
iViarch  9,  1883  ;  at  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Spencer  Bros.,  of  Deep  River. 
A  short  time  after  his  decease  the  father  also  died,, 
and  three  days  later  the  mother,  too,  was  called 

I  from  earth. 

(\T1)  George  F.  Spencer,  father  of  Francis 
H.,  was  born  Jan.  18,  1842,  in  Hampton,  Conn.,  was 
reared  in  Lebanon,  and  there  attended  the  common 
schools  and  Lebanon  Academy.  For  four  years  he 
was  steward  and  collector  of  the  Connecticut  Lit- 
erary Institute,  at  Suffield,  Conn.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  he  embarked  in  a  general  merchandise 
business  in  South  Windham,  then,  after  a  couple  of 
years,  in  December,  1875,  moved  to  Deep  River, 
where  he  bought  out  the  store  of  Griswold  &  Smith, 
and  carried  same  on  in  company  with  his  brotlier 

I  Dwight  until  the  latter's  death.  Since  then  he  has 
been  alone  in  the  business,  which  is  widely  known. 
He  is  also  engaged  in  the  coal  business.  In  April, 
1896,  along  with  his  son  Francis  H.,  he  commenced 
the  trucking  business  in  Jiartford,  which  will  be 
mentioned  more  fully  farther  on. 

George  F.  Spencer  has  been  twice  iiiarried,  fir^t 
time  in  1868,  to  Martha  Chamjilin,  born  in  Lebanon, 
a  daughter  of  Robert  Champlin,  a  shipbuilder  there, 
who  married  Lucrctia  Bailey  and  had  two  children  : 
IMartha  (Mrs.  G.  F.  Spencer)  and  Flenry  (in  Chi- 
cag^o).  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four, 
the  mother  when  eighty-four.  Two  children  were 
l)orn  to  George  F.  and  Martha  Spencer;  Francis  II., 
our  subject:  and  Arthur  C,  a  lawyer  in  Portland, 
Oregon,  born  Oct.  17,  1S72.  The  mother  died  in 
Suffield,  Conn.,  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two 
years,  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Churcii.. 
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Dn  jail.  I,  ii^75.  tor  iiis  second  wile,  George  F. 
Spencer  wedJeil  Esl'.ier  Linsley,  (l;uic;lUer  of  John 
S.  I-iiisley,  of  Xorthford,  Conn.,  and  cliildron  as 
follows  came  to  ihis  union:  .Martha  L..  \)vn\  Dot. 
^S.  1S75:  ( ici^irge  IX.  Aug.  2.?,  1878;  IJonjamin  Jl., 
Nov.  y,  1885:  (."liarlcs  S.,  Oct.  jo,  1887  ;  and  Es- 
tlier,  Nov.  28,  1889. 

In  his  pohtical  jireferences  George  F.  Spencer 
is  a  Kepubhcan.  and  for  sixteen  years — from  1880 
to  iS[)0 — was  chairman  of  the  Republican  town 
committee.  In  1884  he  was  a  reiiresentative  of  his 
town  in  the  Legislature,  and  served  on  the  lUick- 
ingham  Statue  (s})eciai)  co:nniittee:  in  1803  he 
again  represented  the  town,  and  was  on  the  ccm- 
riiittees  on  Huniane  Institutions,  Judicial  Xomina- 
tions,  and  Health.  For  over  fifteen  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  serving  much  of  the 
time  as  chairman;  since  1S93  has  been  a  member 
of  the  State  ])oard  of  Charters;  and  is  a  director 
of  the  Deep  River  National  Bank,  and  the  W'illiman- 
tic  Savings  Bank.  An  influential  member  of  llie 
liaptist  Church,  lie  is  a  deacon  in  same,  and,  taken 
all  in  all,  he  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in 
jNIiddlesex  county. 

Francis  H.  Spencer,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
line,  passed  the  earlier  years  of  his  life  in  Lebanon 
and  Deep  River,  from  the  high  school  of  which  lat- 
ter place  he  graduated,  subsequentlv  attending  \'er- 
mont  Academy,  at  Saxtons  River,  \'t.,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  1890.  Subsequent 
to  this  he  took  a  special  course  at  Colgate  Univer- 
sity. Hamilton,  X.  Y.,  and  then  for  a  time  took  up 
his  residence  in  Deep  River.  In  1896  lie  came  to 
Hartford  and  joined  his  father  in  the  trucking  busi- 
ness, buying  out  Webb  &  Shield,  the  firm  being  now 
known  as  George  F.  Spencer  &  Co.,  Francis  H. 
being  manager.  The  concern  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  largest  in  that  line  in  the  country,  and 
enjoys  a  wide  patronage. 

In  1894,  at  Brattleboro,  A't.,  Francis  H.  Spencer 
was  married  to  Abbie  Fuller,  born  in  Brattleboro. 
daughter  of  George  W.  Fuller,  and  niece  of  the  late 
Gov.-  L.  K.  Fuller,  of  Vermont.  Her  father  was 
superintendent  of  the  Estey  Organ  Co.,  and  is  still 
living  in  Vermont.  He  married  Zylphy  Phippen.  a 
native  of  Cambridgeport,  Yt.,  and  three  children 
were  born  to  them:  Walter  G.,  who  is  in  ]3rattle- 
boro.  Vt. ;  Albert  M.,  in  }vIinneapolis,  [Minn.;  and 
Abbie  E.  (Mrs.  Spencer).  To  our  subject  and 
his  wife  has  been  born  one  son,  Walter  F.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Spencer  is  a  Republican;  in  1SS9  was 
elected  member  of  the  common  council :  in  1S90  was 
re-elected,  and  same  year  was  made  president 
thereof.  Socially  he  is  affiliated  with  the  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  religious  faith  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church.  As  a  citizen  he  is  wide-awake  and  pro- 
gressive, and  the  circle  of  his  friends  is  limited  only 
by  the  circle  of  his  acquaintances,  which  is  very 
large,  while  his  name  is  synonymous  witii  honora- 
ble dealing. 


EL1SHA^L\  BR.WDEGEE.  M.  1).  On 
lA'b.  17,  1884,  there  pa^sed  awav.  at  his  home  in 
r>erlin.  a  wcll-beluved  plivsician.  whose  manv  years 
of  faithful  toil  in  !;is  jirofession  had  made  his  name 
a  hiMUiS^'hold  word  in  that  comn. unity.  .\or  had 
his  iniUience  and  his  etiorts  been  conhnod  to  i)ro- 
I  fessional  lines  oiilv.  for  in  all  the  varied  activities 
!  of  our  common  life  he  had  taken  a  helpful  part  as 
a  loyal  citizen,  devoting  his  abilities  to  the  cause  of 

■  progress.    Dr.  Brandegee  was  a  man  whose  death 
:  bronglu  n  loss  to  all  classes,  and  tlie  following  brief 
I  account  of  one  so  esteemed  will  be  read  with  un- 
usual interest. 

1  he  Doctor  vvas  born  in  the  old  Braiulegee 
homestead  on  Ijcrlin  street  Jan.  14.  1814,  and  be- 
lop.ged  to  an  old  Connecticut  faniilv  of  English 
origin.  His  great-grandfather.  Jacob  Brandegee, 
was  born  at  Xine  Partners  in  17.29:  his  mother  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Brock.  Fie  was  er.gaged  in 
the  West  India  trade,  running  vessels  from  Rocky 
Hill.  Conn.,  and  died  at  sea  March  25.  1765.  On 
Oct.  II.  1752.  he  married  Abigail  Dunham,  of 
Hartford,  who  was  b(,)rn  in  1737,  and  died  in  1825. 

Capt.  Elishama  Brandegee.  tlie  Doctor's  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Christian  Lane.  Berlin,  April 

I  17.  1754.  and  was  a  sea  captain,  also  engaged  in 
tlie  West  India  trade  and  in  merchandising  in  Ber- 
lin, where  he  died  F'eb.  26,  1832.  During  the  Rev- 
o'-Utionary  war,  ^lay  5,  1775,  he  enlisted  in  the  2d 

:  Company,  2d  Connecticut  Regiment,  under  Capt. 
\\  yllys.     He  was  recruited  in  Middlesex  county, 

,  and  participated  in  the  liattle  of  llunker  Flill.  after 
which  he  was  detached  and  joined  Capt.  Hanchett's 
company.  Sept.  i.  1775.  He  took  jiart  in  the  assault 
on  Oueljec  Dec.  31.  1775,  and  was  with  Gens. 
Arnold  and  Montgomery  at  Montreal.  After  the 
assault  on  Ouebec  he  was  taken  prisoner.  The 
2d  regiment  was  ijrganized  under  Col.  Wyllys  as  a 

i  Continental  regiment.    Capt.  Brandegee  was  mar- 

'  ried.  ]\Iarcli  10.  1778.  to  ]\lrs.  Lucv  (Plumb)  Wes- 

■  ton.  of  [Middletown.  who  died  I-'elj.  i.  1827.  and  the 
remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  South  bury- 
i n g-,gr e  u n d .  Berlin. 

Elisliama  Brandegee.  father  uf  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Berlin  X'ov.  5.  1784.  Fie  conducted  a  store 
on  Berlin  street,  near  where  Brandegee  Hall  now 
stands,  and  also  engaged  in  the  manufai^ture  of 
thread.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent  ability,  and  was 
quite  prominent  in  business  aft'airs.  Fie  married 
Emily  Stocking,  who  was  born  in  Cromwell,  Conn., 

;  Xov.  29,  1793.  The  Stocking  family  was  founded 
in  [Massachusetts  in  1633.  and  three  years  later  one 
(jf  its  representatives,  (ieorge  Stocking,  came  to 

!  Flartforil  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker.    In  1650  they 

■  were  among  tlie  first  settlers  of  Middletown,  Conn.. 
,  and  Samuel  Stocking  was  the  first  deacon  cif  the 
:  fir>t  ch.urch  at  that  ]ilace. 

The  ])rimary  education  of  Dr.  Brandegee  was 
I  obtained!  in  tlie  Cheshire  .-\cademy.  and  later  he  was 
a  student  in  the  Simeon  Hart  Aca'iemy,  of  Farm- 
I  ington.    He  attended  Vale  College,  from  which  he 
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was  ii^rai'.uatod  in  1833:  was  sraduitetl  from  tlic 
^i«.HlicaI  DcpartiiKiit  of  tliat -institution,  aiui  suhsc- 
viuontly  attended  Iccturo  at  a  nK-dioal  scl'.ool  in 
(,"astloton.  \"t.,  from  which  lie  \\a;>  also  <^ra(hiatod. 
VvT  two  or  tlirec  xcars  lie  was  <.nL:a,L;vd  in  practice 
in  St.  Louis,  .Mo.,  but  at  tlic  end  (>l  that  time  re- 
turned home  on  acct-unu  of  his  father's  ill  health, 
.and  from  1S41  up  to  within  eii;hl  weeks  of  his  tleath 
]ie  was  actively  engaged  in  practice  in  lierlin.  He 
was  one  of  the  ablest  rej)resentatives  of  the  medical 
fraternity  in  that  locality,  antl  enjoyed  a  large  and 
lucrative  practice,  which  extended  throughout  lier- 
lin.  East  Berlin,  WestheUl,  Xewington,  Rock\-  Hill, 
2vew  Britain,  I'.ecklev  anil  Kensington. 

On  April  28.  i8ji.  Dr.  Brandegee  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Florence  Stith,  of  Beters- 
burg,  \a..  who  was  born  in  I'^lorence,  Italy,  Xov. 
S,  1822.  a  daughter  of  yiaj.  Townshend  and  Cath- 
-erine  (Potter)  Stith.  Her  father  was  a  soldier  of 
the  ^[exican  war.  and  was  minister  to  Tunis  umler 
President  Monroe.  To  the  Doctor  and  his  wife 
Avere  born  the  following  children:  Townshend 
.Stitli,  who  was  a  member  of  the  ist  Conn.  \'.  L 
during"  the  Civil  war,  married  Kalliarine  Lavne, 
and  is  now  living  in.  San  Diego.  Cal. :  he  is  a  civil 
-engineer  by  profession,  but  is  devoting  his  time  to 
Ijotany.  Charles,  a  memb'.r  of  tlie  5th  New  ^'ork 
-Zouaves  during  the  Civil  war,  married  }Jaliel  Dag- 
"■ett,  and  formerly  lived  in  the  West,  but  now 
makes  his  home  in  Farmington,  Conn.,  where  he  is 
.serving  as  town  clerk;  he  has  one  child,  Hilda. 
Florence  Stith  resides  with  her  mother  in  Berlin. 
Ivobert  Boiling  married  Susan  Lord,  and  has  one 
-child,  Robert  Lord  ;  he  is  an  artist,  having  studied 
in  Paris,  and  now  has  a  studio  in  Farmington. 
Pmily  Stocking  and  Katharine  live  at  home  with 
tlieir  mother.  Henry  Alelville  died  in  Helena, 
^lont.,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  ^■cars,  and  his  re- 
mains were  interred  in  the  South  burying-grcund, 
Berlin.  Editli  \'ictorina  died  at  the  age  of  six 
rears.  Horace  Stocking  died  at  the  age  of  four 
and  a  half  years.  Arthur  Latimer  is  a  florist  or 
Berlin.  Edward  Xewton  is  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
iiess  in  Helena,  ^lontana. 

In  1850  Dr.  Brandegee  took  up  his  residence  in 
the  house  wdicre  his  death  occurred.  This  place 
\vas  built  by  his  father  for  the  teachers  of  the 
"VVorthington  Academv.  which  at  that  time  was 
■cluite  a  flourishing  educational  institution  ;  later  the 
liouse  was  sold,  and  the  Doctor  purchased  it  from 
Joseph  Booth.  He  remodeled  the  same,  and  it  is 
to-day  one  of  the  most  pleasant  honies  on  Berlin 
■street.  He  always  took  an  active  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters,  was  a  friend  to  the  pul>lic  schools, 
and  was  very  instrumental  in  establishin.g  the  Ber- 
lin Library.  He  was  a  great  student,  and  devoted 
•considerable  time  to  the  studv  of  nature,  making 
a  specialty  of  botanv  and  the  analyzation  of  trees, 
flowers,  etc.  Politicallv  lie  was  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  filled  the  offices  of  assessor  and  treas- 
urer of  the  schools  of  Berlin.   Although  of  a  modest 


i  and  retiring  disposition,  lie  made  many  warm 
i  friends,  and  was  highlv  resj^ected  bv  all  who  knew 

him.  He  was  a  consistent  and  faitlifu!  member  of 
'  the  Congregational  Church  of  Berlin,  of  which  his 

estimable  wife  is  also  a  memlier. 

GEORGE  TERWILLIGER  FIXCH,  M.  D, 
i  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  prominent  resi,- 
i  dents  of  Thompsonville.  He  has  nuich  natural  abil- 
i  ity,  but  is  withal  a  close  student,  and  believes  tlior- 
j  oughlv  in  the  maxim  "there  is  no  excellence  with- 
[  cut  labor."  His  devotion  to  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
j  fession,  therefore,  combined  with  a  comprehensive 
j  understanding  of  the  principles  of  the  science  of 
medicine,  has  made  him  a  most  successful  and' able 
j  practitioner,  one  whose  prominence  is  well  de- 
j  served. 

i        Dr.  I'inch  was  born  in  Penn  Yan,  X'.  Y.,  June 
28,  1854,  a  son  of  ^lartin  j.  and  yinry  E.  (Craven) 
i  Finch,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  X'ew  York. 
I  respectively,  and  of  English  ancestry.    The  paternal 
\  grandfather,  Martin  Finch,  was  a  pioneer  farmer 
I  of   }^Iuskingum    county,  Ohio,  and  the  maternal 
!  grandfather,  James  Craven,  was  an  early  settler  of 
Yates  county,  X.  Y.    The  father,  2\Iartin  J.  Finch, 
'  was  a  resident  of  Elmira,  X'.  Y.,  from  1858.  For 
twenty-eight  years   he  was  a   traveling  salesman 
for  the  Downer  Oil  Company  of  X'ew  York  City, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  oil  business  on  liis  own 
account  in  Elmira  for  several  years.    He  died  in 
;  August,  1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
\        Dr.  Finch  accompanied  his  ]iarents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Elmira,  and  in  the  puljlic  schools  of  that 
city  he  began  his  education.    Subsequently  he  at- 
tended the  Elmira  Free  Academv  and  Hobart  Col- 
i  lege,  Geneva,  X".  Y.,  graduating  from  the  latter  in 
j  1875.    The  same  year  he  commenced  the  studv  of 
I  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  K.  Stanchfield.  of 
\  Elmira,  and  was  graduated  from  Bellevue  Hospital 
I  Medical  College,  Xew  York  Citv,  in  187S.  Im- 
;  mediately  afterward  he  was  appointed  house  sur- 
i  geon  of  Flartford  Hospital.  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
!  later  house  physician,  remaining  tliere  until  June, 
j  1879,  v/hen  he  located  in  Thompsonville.    He  has 
I  since  been  in  the  active  and  successful  practice  of 
!  his  profession  at  tliat  place. 

\  Dr.  iMnch  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
:  having  been  Fannie  R.  Allen,  a  daughter  of  Horace 

B.  and    Marv  A.   (Bancroft)   Allen,  of  Enfield. 

Hartford  county.  Two  sons  were  born  of  that 
I  union  :  Martin  A.  and  George  C.  The  Doctor's 
i  present  wife  was,  in  her  maidenhood,  }Jiss  Ida  M. 
i  Young,  a  daughter  of  W'infield  E.  and  Mary 
j  (Welsh)  Young,  of  Middlelown,  Comi.  Dr.  and 
I  ]Mrs.  h'inch  are  members  of  the  Episcoj^al  Cliurch, 
1  and  fraternallv  he  belongs  to  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  the 

Ancient  r)rder  of  b'oresters,  the  Connecticut  State 
I  Medical  Society,  and  the  Hartford  Medical  Society, 
j  He  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Rejniblican  party,  and 
I  in  1895  lie  represented  the  town  of  Enfieb!  in  the 
■  State  Legislature,    i'or  sixteen  years  he  has  !)een 
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a  nicnibcr  vi  tlic  'i'lioinpsonvillc  district  conniiittco, 
actin,!:  visitor  l\>r  tiftccn  yi.ars,  and  is  the  present 
health  cft'icer  of  the  town. 

ALBERT  D.  C.KISWOLD  (deceased;)  was  a 
native  of  th.e  town  vi  W'ethersrield.  as  was  liis  fa- 
ther, L'apt.  iVaneis.  and  his  t^rruulfatlier,  Caleh. 
Francis  (/iriswolil.  who  was  a  sailor,  married  Sarah 
Pierce  Den.iing,  of  the  same  place.  He  was  tlie 
father  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Alhert  D.  was  third 
in  the  urder  of  hinh.  the  names  of  the  other  nine 
being  Francis.  Saraii.  Robert  Li.,  Lonise  C,  Teresa 
C,  Robert  P..  lilla.  Martha  and  Morine. 

Albert  D.  liriswold  lived  in  the  town  of  W'eth- 
ersfieki  nntil  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  went 
to  Ashland.  Minn.,  where  he  carried  on  bnsiness 
as  a  Inmber  dealer  and  i)roprietor  of  a  sawmill. 
Jn  1850,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  bnsiness 
outlook,  he  returned  to  his  native  place,  and  ac- 
cepted a  jxisition  as  overseer  on  the  farm  of  the 
Robbins  Seed  Co.  In  their  employ  he  remained 
for  two  years,  then  in  1869  went  to  Rocky  Hill, 
where  I'e  bought  a  farm,  upon  wdiich  one  of  his 
sons,  W.  F.,  now  lives,  and  where  he  made  his  home 
until  his  deatli,  in  1889. 

'On  April  26.  1856.  Mr.  Criswold  married  Miss 
Mary  A.  Wells,  of  W'ethersfield,  who  bore  him  nine 
children.  Some  brief  'mer.tion  of  this  numerous 
family  cannot  fail  to  be  of  mterest.  (i)  The  eldest, 
Mary  E..  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  Hartford,  and  for  twenl\--two  vears  has 
been  a  school  teacher.  During  most  of  this  time 
she  has  been  employed  in  the  schools  of  Hartford 
county,  and  for  six  vears  past  has  taught  at  Man- 
chester. Her  devotion  to  her  profession  has  led 
her  to  keep  fully  abreast  with  everv  onward  ar.d 
upward  movement  inaugurated  bv  the  leading  ed- 
ucators of  the  country,  and  slie  has  attained  an  en- 
viable re};uration  in  the  profession  which  she  has 
chosen  for  her  lift  work.  (2)  W.  F.  (.iriswold. 
whose  biograpliical  sketch  appears  elsewhere,  was 
the  second  child  and  eldest  son.  (3)  Emma  L.  is 
deceased.  (41  I-dorin.e  is  the  wife  of  Henrv  L. 
Yibberts.  of  -Manchester.  (5)  Hattie  is  now'  the 
wife  of  James  V\'.  Williams,  ticket  agent  for  the 
New  York.  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  R.  R.  at  Xew 
Britain;  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
James  (j.,  Harold  A.  an<l  Horace.  (6)  Sarah  L. 
married  George  W .  Best,  of  Wethiersfield.  a  nigh.t 
watchman  in  tlie  State  penitentiar\-  at  that  ]jlace : 
they  have  rne  chihi,  Donald  D.  (7)  Albert  A. 
died  in  1876,  and  (8)  Jesse  D.  is  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  Hartford,  having  graclnated  imm 
the  State  Xormal  institution  at  Xew  Britair..  (9) 
Everett  C.  is  an  insurance  man,  and  makes  his  h.ome 
with  liis  motlier  at  Rocky  Hill. 

Mr.  Griswold,  while  never  seeking  office,  was 
tile  recipient  of  manv  ]:)roffered  honors  from  his 
fellow  towr.sinen  in  the  way  of  election  to  ])osi- 
tions  cf  responsiljiiity  and  trust,  llesidcs  having 
been  selectman  oi  Rocky  Hill,  he  represented  his 


'  town  in  the  Legislature  during  the  session  of  11^83. 
l"or  twent\'-t\\o  years  he  served  as  school  vi^itjir, 

I  and  for  many  terms  filknl  the  uttice  of  justice  cf  tlic 

I  peace,  in  wliich  position  his  unswervmg  integrity 
and  keen  conuu'tn  sense  rendered  him  particularly 
accepialile  to  In  uiest  litigants  and  a  terror  hj  i  vil- 
doers.  in-pi3litics  he  was  a  Denn'cral,  and  in  his 
general  convictiinis  liberal  and  liri uid-minded.  He 

i  was  public-siMrited,  and  alwavs  reach-  to  aid  in  the 
promotiem  uf  any  enterprise  looking  toward  the 
benefit  of  the  Uiww  of  liis  residence.  It  was  from. 
an  impulse  of  this  sort  that  he  became  one  of  the. 

■  founders  of  the  Rocky  Hill  Library  Association. 

i 

I  LESTER  GOODEXUL'GH  (decea.sed).  who 
.  for  over  sixty  _\ears  was  an  honored  resident  of 
Bristol,  was  well  known  and  highly  esteemed,  noL 
'  onlv  as  a  successful  business  man.  but  as  a  go<jd,. 
I  useful,  loyal  citizen. 

:       Levi  Goodenough,  his  grandfather,  was  born 
;  in  Maiden,  Mass.,  Jan.  30.  1772,  and  died  Jan.  31^ 
'  1S5S,  in  Peacham,  \'t.     He  was  thrice  married,, 
first  time,  April  2,  1793,  to  Betsey  Walker,  who 
was  born  April  16,  I77'3.  and  died  April  30,  1816,. 
I  the  mother  of  children  as  follows:   (i)  Ephraim 
i  was  the  father  of  cur  subject.   (  2 )   Ashbel,  bora 
Jan.  II,  1795,  died  Dec.  3,  1874;  he  married  Xar.cy 
Carter.     (3)  Levi,  Jr.,  born  Alarch  31,  1798,  diecL 
\  Xov.  3,  1878.    (4)  Betsey,  born  Feb.  3,  iSoo,  died 
Aug.  29,   1844.     (5)   Phebe  was  born  April  23, 
1802.    (6j  Sally,  born  July  22,  1804.  died  May  30,. 
1870:  she  married  John  Harvey,  of  Barnet,  \'t. 

(7)  Hiram,  born  July  8,  1807,  died  Jan.  15,  iSii. 

(8)  Ahnira,  born  r^larch  29,  1809,  married  a  Mr, 
Maine,  of  Ohio.  (9)  \\'alker,  born  Feb.  15.  1812, 
died  Jan.  15.  1814.  (10)  Warner  W.,  born  X'ov. 
12,  1S14,  married  Sarah  J.  Davis,  of  Plainfield, 
\'t.  For  his  second  wife  Levi  Goodenough  mar- 
ried, Dec.  19,  1816,  Clarissa  Way,  who  was  born 
Xov.  25,  1783,  and  died  Sept.  23,  1830,  leaving 

;  three  children:  Harriet,  born  !\Iarch  28,  1S18; 
Daniel.  Xov.  11,  1820:  and  Alma,  Oct.  6.  1822. 
For  his  third  w'ife  Levi  Goodenough  wedded,  Jan. 

^  29,  1835,  Ruth  A\'alker,  who  died  ^Marcli  8,  1S44,. 
without  issue. 

Ephraim  Goodenough,  son  of  the  above,  andi  fa- 
ther of  the  late  Lester  Goodenough,  was  born  X'ov. 
19,  1793,  in  Peacham,  A't.,  and  died  April  6.  1873, 
in  Bristol,  Conn.  In  early  life  he  was  a  carpenter, 
and  also  followed  the  trade  of  wdieehvright.  He 

:  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  ]M.  F.  Lhurch. 
and  in  politics  was  a  Republican.  On  Dec.  17, 
1818,  Epbiraim  Goodenough  married  Martha  E. 
Ladd,  who  was  born  Se])t.  13.  1794,  in  Peacltam, 
\  t..  a  daughter  of  Tiling  anil  Elizabeth  I'Jimson) 

I  Ladd.  She  died  Jan.  26,  183S.  at  Burlington, 
Comi..  the  mother  <jf  chihjren  as   folhjws :  (i) 

I  Lester,  the  sul;ject  ])r(j])er  of  this  sketch.  (2) 
\'ii:!a  V.\\-/.:\,  born  Dec.  ig,  1821,  married  Ranslaer 
Raxnesfurd,  of  .\Iford,  Mass.,  and  died  June  22, 

:  187''),  at    West  Hartford,    Conn.      (3)  Drlando,. 
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hoiii  ]'\b.  17,  1824.  (lioJ  in  ] '.urlington,  Dec.  4, 
aS44.  unmarricrl.  1^4)  Ixodnoy.  liorn  May  13, 
(.lied  Jan.  J7,  1S80,  in  1 'alias,  Orogun :  lie 
Ava-  a  sea  captain,  ;inil  went  to  California  in  1S49. 
(  51  W  aldo,  K  rn  i'olv  jS,  1832,  in  Bristol,  is  a 
j'rir.ur  in  Loa\ cnworth,  l\an-;a>. 

l,t>ter  Lloi 'deni Higl'i,  whose  naino  opens  this 
.memoir,  was  born  Se])t.  18,  i8jo,  in  Burlington, 
Conn.,  and  died  Dec.  2'),  ]Sg8,  in  b'.ristol.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Bur- 
Jington  and  the  IVistol  Academy.  ]\Ir,  Good- 
cnough  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years, 
in  W  higville,  with  H.  K.  Jones  at  wc>ofl  clock- 
.turning:,  and  in  1837,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
lie  came  to  IVistol,  where  he  was  employed  for  six 
years  by  Chauncey  Boardman  in  finishing'  clocks, 
and  then  went  into  ljusiness  for  himself,  making 
•clock  trimmings.  Tn  this  he  continued  some  three 
or  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  formed 
a  partnershi])  with  Asahel  Hooker,  in  the  brass 
foundry  business,  the  co-partnership  existing  until 
yiv.  Hooker's  death,  in  1865.  Air.  Goodenough 
<xintinued  the  business  alone  until  1897,  in  which 
year  lie  took  his  son  Charles  R.  into  partnership, 
•under  tlie  firm  name  of  Lester  Goodenoug-h  & 
Son.  wliich  so  continued  until  the  death  of  the 
senior  partner,  since  which  time  Charles  R.  has 
•conducted  the  business  alone. 

Mr.  Goodenough  was  elected  president  of  the 
Coddling  Mfg.  Co.  when  it  was  reorganized  in  1895, 
and  was  holdingthat  position  at  the  time  of  hisdeath  ; 
Jindwas  one  of  the  original  incorporators  of  the  Bris- 
tol Savings  Bank,  being  a  director  and  one  of  the 
loaning  committee.  In  politics  he  was  a  lifelong  Re- 
publican, and  for  twenty-five  years  his  name  was 
•on  the  town  ticket  of  his  partv  for  one  or  more 
•othces.  He  served  as  assessor  and  manager  of  the 
town  deposit  fund,  was  also  auditor  of  the  town, 
and  for  twenty-five  yearS  v^-as  treasurer  of  the  Sec- 
ond school  district  of  Bristol,  While  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  he  was  a  mem- 
lier  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  until  the  clnirch 
Ijecame  incorporated,  and  he  alwavs  regularly  at- 
tended the  Church  services.  Socially  5lr.  Good- 
enough  was  a  Freemason  of  manv  years"  standing, 
liaving  united  with  Franklin  Lodge,  Xo.  56,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  Oct.  23,  1854.  He  served  the  lodge  faith- 
fully in  various  capacities,  including  that  of  grand 
master,  and  was  also  past  high  priest  of  Pequa- 
"Inick  Chapter,  Xd.  32,  R.  A.  :\[.  In  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life  no  one  in  Bristol  enjoyed  a  larger 
juea-ure  of  confidence  and  respect  than  did  Lester 
.  'Goo.ienough. 

y\r.  Goodenough  was  twice  married,    f first) 
Jiii>c  7,   1S48,  to  Harriet  Maria  Champion,  who 
was  born  Feb.   18,   1820,   in  W'insted.  Conn.,  a 
<laughter  of  Xathan  and  Alercy   (Bevin)  Cham- 
pion.   She  died  in  Bristol  Sept.  21,  1870,  the  mother 
■of  five  children:  (  i  )  Henry  Bird,  born  Aug.  14,  1 
1851,  in  Bristol.  Conn.,  i-  in  the  insurance  busi-  I 
iiess  in  Xew  liritain.    He  manied  Xov.  16,  i88r.  j 
-\Iaitie   (Cowits)    I'rati,  daughter  of  Loren  and 


Martha  (Smith)   Cowie-.  of  Hartford:  no  issue. 
(2j  Fllcn  Hooker,  born  Aug.  7,  1853,  died  Ocx.  5, 
''^S.^-     Ci  *  Sarah  Champion  w  a^^  luirn  March  21, 
i.'^',7.     (41   CiiAia.i:s  Rmmnkv  Gooni:xoi-(.;ii,  born 
Jan.  4.  i8'Ki,  was  educaiv\l  in  the  cijmnion  schools 
of  Bnsttil  and  in  Xew  Britain  Seminary.  When 
tuentv  vears  of  age  he  entered  his  fatner's  shop 
and  learned  the  trade,  later  l.K'Coming  a  partner, 
and  since  his  father's  death  he  has  conducted  the 
business  under  the  same  name,  although  he  is  sole 
proprietor.     He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
iVtliias,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican,    tie  was 
married  July  26,  189O,  to  Hattie  B.  Shubert,  who 
was  born  Sept.  9,  1873,  a  daughter  of  Theodore 
and   Mary   Shubert,  ot   Bristol.     Thev  have  one 
I  child.  Olive  Pearl,  born  July  24,  1897.     (5)  Har- 
1  riet  -Maria,  born  June  19.  1862.  was  married  June 
i  25.  1891,  to  Charles  W.  Edgerton,  traveling  sales- 
j  man  for  the  Penfield  Saw  \\orks,  of  Bristol;  they 
j  have  one  child,  Lester  Goodenough.  born  April 
I  17,  1899.    For  his  second  wife  our  subject  wedded, 
j  on  June  26,  1872,  Lucinda  Xorton  Champion  (lis- 
ter to  his  first  wife),  who  was  born  March  23, 
1822,  and  died  IMarch  31,  1894. 

CADA\'ELL.      The  Cadwells  were  of  Scotch 
descent.    Thev  were  manufacturers  in  the  north 
of  Scotland.    Thomas  Cadwell  came  to  this  coun- 
try previous  to  1630,  and  was  first  heard  of  at  Dor- 
chester, }^Iass.    In  1652  he  lived  on  the  corner  of 
:  Front  and  Grove  streets,  Plartford.    He  was  a 
I  respectable  farmer  and  constable  of  the  town.  Mar- 
i  ried,  1658,  W'idow  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Deacon 
\  Edw.-'.rd  Stebbins.    He  came  to  Hartford  with  Rev. 
I  Thomas  Flooker.    Flis  name  among  others  is  seen 
I  upon  the  shaft  in  the  old  Center  Church  burying- 
i  ground  erected  to  commemorate  the  first  male  mem- 
I  hers    of    Hooker's    first    church,    established  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  year   1635.    The  children  were 
ten  in  number:    Edward,  Thomas,  Samuel.  Eliza- 
beth, Mary,  Matthew  (born  Oct.  5,  1668),  Hannah, 
Abigal,  Mehitable,  William.      liis  will,  pri^bated 
in  Hartford  Feb.  4,  1694,  found  in  \'ol.  IX,  Probate 
Records. 

I  Matthew  Cadwell  married  Abigal  Beckly,  daugh- 
j  ter  of  John  Beckly,  Xew  Flaven,  Conn.,  i6<j5.  He 
I  was  buried  in  the  Center  burying-ground.  a:id  the 
following  is  upon  his  stone:  "Here  lieth  ye  body 
of  ]Mr.  Alatthew  Cadwell,  Sen.  who  died  April  ye 
i  22.  1719  in  ye  51  year  of  his  age."  The  children 
I  were:  Matthew  (born  1696),  John,  Abel.  Daniel 
j  and  Abigal. 

I  Matthew  (II,)  married  Esther  Burnham.  1720. 
The  children  were:  Amelia,  born  17 — ,  and  Matthew, 
born  1724.  Fie  moved  to  West  Hartford,  and  is 
buried  there.  In  Hinman's  "Early  Puritans,  Conn. 
I  Settlers,"  in  sjjcaking  of  the  Cadwells,  it  says: 
"Thev  were  good  men  and  prominent  in  ciiurch 
and  town  and  men  of  means." 

Matthew   (III)    married    Elizabeth  Hubbard, 
1747.    The  children  were:  Matthew,  born  ,1748; 
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Elizaljotli.  lu  rn  1750:  Anna,  born  175-';  IVlatiah. 
born  1754;  IhiKiali.  Ii.irn  i75'»;  Tlu-odoro.  Ixmii  Dec. 
24,  175,9:  and  John,  horn  17O0.  llo  moved  to 
I'dooniticUl.  and  with  Iii^  wile  is  bnriod  in  ihc  old 
Center  burying-t;ronnd. 

Tlieodore  L'adwell  was  in  tlie  army  of  the  Ivevo- 
lution,  enh>ted  at  Simsburv  in  Cai)t.  l'rior"s  com- 
pany, Erastns  \\"olcott's  regiment.  lie  married 
Huldah  Case,  and  removed  to  Johnstown.  X.  V. 
The  children  were;  Theodore  (born  in  178-' I, 
Allyn  and  Crin. 

Theodore  Cadwell.  Jr.,  married  Roxv  Parsons 
Oct.  25,  1S04.  He  resitied  in  Bloomheld  and  was 
a  prominent  business  man,  and  one  of  the  largest 
builders  and  contractors  in  those  days,  building  the 
First  Congregational  church  in  ?\Ianchesler.  the 
Congregational  church  in  Xorth  Preston,  and  the 
First  Congregational  church  that  was  built  in  Can- 
ada; also  public  buildings  in  Hartford,  and  most  of 
the  best  houses  in  the  town  of  ISloomtield,  and  was 
still  a  yoimg  man  when  called  away  from  this  earth. 
Cliildren  of  Theodore  (H);  Roxy,  born  1805; 
Lavina,  born  1808;  Huldah,  born  1810;  Esther, 
born  1812;  Theodore  Case,  born  Dec.  2.  1813; 
Mary,  born  1815;  Jeanette,  born  1824;  and  Ed- 
ward, born  1825. 

Theodore  C.  Cadwell  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Bloomfield  Dec.  2,  1813.  Was  reared  a  farmer, 
and  on  Sept.  2,  1835.  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Julia  A.  Cornish,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Harry  Cornish,  and  was  born  May  18.  1813.  Theo- 
dore C.  passed  the  major  part  of  Ids  life  on  a  farm, 
was  an  active  and  progressive  man,  held  a  commis- 
sion as  first  lieutenant  in  the  Horse  Guards,  and 
in  politics  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican, 
holding  many  of  the  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  town. 
He  passed  away,  a  highly  respected  citizen  and  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  'Slay  28, 
i860,  having  lost  his  wife  Sept.  29,  1851.  To  this 
marriage  v.<.Te  born  ;  Henry  C.  and  George.  The 
latter  was  born  Jan.  7,  1840.  and  Oct.  24.  i860,  mar- 
ried Miss  Maria  Hubbard,  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren, viz.;  George  T.,  born  Jan.  17,  1862.  now  a 
resident  of  Hartford;  and  Elith  M.,  now  the  wife 
of  a  Mr.  Goddard.  George  Cadwell  passed  awav 
July  6,  1878. 

Hkxkv  Coi-:xish  Cadwell,  a  most  highly  re- 
spected farmer  of  Bloomfield,  was  born  on  his  pres- 
ent homestead  June  29,  1836,  was  educated  in  the 
Bloomfield  schools  and  in  the  W'illiston  Seminary, 
at  East  Hamjiton,  [Mass.,  and  was  engaged  with  his 
father  in  farming  until  the  latter's  death. 

Henry  C.  Cadwell  married  in  East  Granby, 
Conn.,  June  22.  1857,  Aliss  Harriet  L.  Pinney, 
fiaughter  of  Euther  Pinney,  and  to  this  marriage 
have  been  born  three  children, viz.  ;Julia  Emma,  born 
March  28,  1858,  is  married  to  Wilbur  H.  Gaines, 
and  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  born  as  follows — 
LeRov  Cadwell,  Aug.  17,  1880;  Lena  Mav,  lune 
26,  1882;  Harrv  W?,  Aug.  25,  1884;  and  Charles 
W.,  Dec.  28,  1888.    The  second  child  of  ilenry 


j  C.  and.  Harriet  L.  Cadwell  is  Haltie  Corni^h,  bun:, 
j  Dec.  (\  l8()2,  and  now  resities  in  llartlord,  Comu 
I  The  third  is  i\athcrine  Henri,  of  lUoomficld,  bora 
'  June  24,  1871. 

:  In  their  religious  faith  the  Cadwell  family  are: 
Congregationali^ts.  Thev  enjoy  to  the  full  the 
i  esteem  of  their  neighbors,  wherever  li'cated.  Henry 
I  C.  Cadwell  is  a  member  of  and  a  deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Cluu-ch.,  a  Republican  in  politics., 
has  served  as  town  assessor,  memlier  of  the  Board, 
of  Relief,  member  of  the  School  l>oard,  and  the 
superintendeiu  of  the  schools,  and  is  classed  a'.rit:)ng 
the  most  skillful  and  progressive  agriculturists  ot 
the  town  of  Bloomtield. 

FRAXKLIX  HOEDEX  DEWBERRY,  M.  D.. 
I  of  Burnside.  is  ranked  among  the  most  successful 
j  medical  practitioners  in  the  State,  especiallv  in  the 
treatment  of  ty]jhoi(l  fever,  in  which,  it  is  probal)le. 
he  is  excelled  bv  few  in  Xew  England.    He  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Ca^co.  Cu  nl)erland  Co.,  Maine. 
April  8.  1S62,  a  son  of  Edward  and  Clara  (  Hol- 
den  )  Mayberry,  and  descends  from  good  old  Co- 
lonial  stock,  both  paternallv  and  maternally,  the 
Holden  family  being  of  Massachusetts  i.iativitv,  and 
his  grandfather,  Edward  Holden,  married  a  AEss 
Bolton,  of  the  same  State, 
j        Capt.  Richard  ]\Iayl)errv,  great-grandfather  of 
j  the  Doctor,  was  a  first  lieutenant  in  Capt.  SamueL 
1  Knight's  company  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
j  aiid   later   was   captain   of   the   Fifth  Company. 
I  Eleventh  Regiment.  Massachusetts  troops,  and  par- 
I  ticipated  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Ticonderoga,  Hub- 
I  bardtown.   Stillwater  and   Sarat(iga ;  was  present 
I  at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Burgoyne, '  shared  in  tlie 
i  hardship^  of  the  inclement  winter  at  \'allev  Forge., 
i  and  also  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  June 
;  28.  1778,  the  last  battle  of  note  at  the  Xorth  dur- 
I  ing  the  Revolution.    William  ^^layberry,  father  of 
i  Capt.  Richard,  was  a  pioneer  of  Maine,  and  one- 
j  of  the  si.xtv  Colonists  to  whom  grants  of  land  were 
i  made  Jan.  17,  1735.  at  Windham,  being  one  of  the 
j  first  to  settle  in  the  State. 

!       Edward   Mayberry.  the  Doctor's  grandfather, 
j  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  locate  at  Casco,  wh.ere 
I  he  became  prominent  as  a  lumberman.    Our  -u'l- 
I  ject's  parents  passed  all  their  days  in  the  village.. 
!  and  were  classed  among  its  most  substantial  citi- 
!  zens.    Edward  Mavberrv.  his  father,  was  a  cousin 
I  of        E.  Ingalls.  the  well-known  president  of  tlie 
I  "Tlig  Four"  railroad  svstem,  and  of  the  X'orfolk  & 
j  Western  Railroad  Co..  two  Holden  sisters  being' 
j  their  mothers.    (  )f  the  three  clnldren  bfjrn  to  Ed- 
!  ward  and  Clara  Mavljerry.  Franklin  H.  is  the  only 
j  son;  his  elder  sister.  J  larriet.  is  now  the  wife  of 
(ieorge  W.  Mills,  of  Weeping  Water,  Cass  Co., 
Xeb.,  and  his  vounger  sister,  Abhy   is  the  wi<i(j\\- 
of  I'Vanklin  Edwards,  and  a  resident  of  the  same 
village. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Mayberrv  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  scliools  ef        native  tc.vi.. 
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next  attoiuloii  the  l'riil;:;t(in  Ao.ulo'iiy.  m  tlie  same 
county,  four  years,  and  il'.eii  entered  iunvcioin  Col- 
lege in  tlie  elass  of  i8So.  lie  then  entered  upon 
tiic  stuily  of  niediieine  under  1  )r.  (."ohh,  of  Casco. 
and  later  luider  I'rof.  'j'inkh.ani.  nf  HurlinL^lon, 
\"t. :  then  entered  the  I'niversiiv  of  \'emiont.  front 
the  Meclioal  1  ^eiiartinent  of  whieh  !ie  pradu.ued  in 
18S5.  and  at  oiiee  located  in  Hartford.  Conn.,  where, 
for  three  \  ear,-;.  he  served  as  see  >ndi  assistant  jihv  si- 
cian  at  tlic  Retreat,  and  for  the  three  years  fi:illo\v- 
ing'  was  assistant  superintendent  of  the  same  in- 
stitution. 

In  l8gi  Dr.  Maylierrv  settled  in  Burnside.  where 
his  success  has  heen  so  llatteriiij;-  and  so  lucrative 
that  he  has  hecome  a  ■"fixture."  His  village,  as 
well  as  hiis  country  practice,  is  constant!}-  on  the 
increase,  and  this  i)lienonienal  success  is  due  en- 
tirely to  I'.is  professional  skill  and  merits,  as  he 
located  here  unlieralded.  and  his  extraordinary  man- 
agement of  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  one  of  the  most 
virulent  tlisortiers  that  "tlesh  is  heir  to."  as  well 
as  one  of  the  most  dit^icult  to  control,  and  one  of 
the  most  prevalent,  has  made  his  name  famous  in 
much  more  than  a  local  sense. 

In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  sound  Republican, 
and  as  an  evidence  of  his  popularity  and  value  as 
a  citizen,  as  measured  l)v  the  residents  of  the  town 
of  East  Hartford,  it  mav  lie  mentioneil  tliat  he  was 
elected,  the  first  year  of  Itis  residence  here,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  of  wdiich  office  he  is  still 
a  valuable  and  active  incumbent:  in  1S95  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  after  the  shortest 
residence  in  the  district  of  anv  o\  his  predecessors, 
and  his  voice  is  still  potent  in  tlie  councils  of  his 
party.  I'raternalh'  he  is  a  memlx-r  of  Orient  Lodge, 
No.  62,  F.  &  A.  of  Hartforvl:  of  Lafavette 
Council,  O.  L'.  A.  3.L.  of  East  Hartford  :  of  the 
Foresters,  of  the  same  town :  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge,  also  at  East 
Hartford,  and  is  still  an  active  memlx-r  of  the 
latter. 

The  Doctor  was  most  happily  niarried.  3.1ay  19, 
1890,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Maher.  daughter  l  f  Alex- 
ander Maher.  of  Hartford,  ami  this  union  has 
been  crowned  by  the  birtli  of  one  ch.ild.  Dorothy 
H.  The  Doctor  and  wife  are  sociallv  among  the 
most  respected  residents  of  tlie  town,  and  their 
financial  standing  is  all  tliat  could  be  desired. 

JARED  FREDERICK  F.RAIXARD  (de- 
ceased), frir  many  years  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Enfield,  was  born  in  that  town  March  9.  1S18,  a 
son  of  Jared  and  .Mar_\-  (Pierce)  Brainard.  and  a 
hneal  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
Daniel  P.rainard.  a  native  of  England,  who  at  the 
age  of  eigiu  years  was  broughit  to  Hartf  jrdl.  Conn., 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  who  about 
1662  settled  in  Haddam.  Cunn.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  onr  subject  were  Frederick  and  Anna 
(lirainard)  I'.rainard  :  h>ed,'.  riel;  v/as  a  son  of  Ezra 
and  Jerusha   (Snow)   Brainard;  Ezra,  a  son  of 


I  Josiaii  and  Hannah  (Spencer)  llrainard;  Josiah. 
I  a  s(Mi  of  Wilhani  and  Sara];  (  Ihdwell  )  P.rainard; 
1  and  William,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (  Spen- 
j  ci-r  )  r.rainanl.  the  founders  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
1  ica.  Hannah,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Brainard,  was  a 
I  daughier  of  Cicn.  Sjxmcer.  of  Lynn,  Massacluisetts. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  suliject  vv-ere 
I  John  and  Lucy  (Snow)  Pierce;  John  was  a  son  of 
I  Ebenezer  and  Marv  (Stowe)  Pierce;  Fbenezer,  a 
son  of  Ehcnezer  and  iNlary  Pierce;  and  Ebenezer,  a 
son  of  John  and  Deborah   (^ Converse)   Pierce,  of 
\\"olnirn.  Massachusetts. 

Jaretl  TTeilerick  Brainard.  our  subject,  was 
i  reared  to  maniiood  on  the  old  homestead  at  Brain- 
j  artlsville,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He  re- 
1  ceived  a  common-school  and  an  academical  educa- 
tion, and  was  a  successful  farmer.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  church  affairs,  being  a  member  of 
tlie  First  Congregational  Church  of  Enfield,  and  a 
Hfe  member  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  of  that 
town.  For  many  years  he  taught  the  Young  .Men's 
Bible  Class  in  the  Sabbath-sch.ool.  He  was  mar- 
ried. Sejn.  14,  1842,  to  Jane  R.  Baird.  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Eddy)  Baird,  of  Auburn, 
Mass..  who  bore  him  si.x  children:  Sarah  J.  (Mrs. 
Henrv  H.  Chilson).  Frederick,  Ogden  T.,  Laura 
M.  (  Mrs.  Frank  G.  Burt  ),  Nellie"  A.  (now  }ilrs. 
Fred  A.  ILdden )  and  lioward  N.  Brainard 
died  April  19.  1S92,  and  his  wife  on  Aug.  14,  18S6. 

HON.  DA\TS  EMERY  LANE,  D.  D.  S..  one 
of  the  oldest,  most  experienced  and  popular  dentists 
of  Hartford,  wdiose  skill  has  placed  him  at  the  liead 
of  iiis  profession  is  a  native  of  W'avne,  Kennebec 
Co..  Maine,  liorn  Nov.  25.  1842.  a  son  of  Davis 
\'errel  and  Nancv  (Bodigej  Lane,  natives  of  the 
same  State. 

Peter  Lane,  father  of  Davis  A'errel  Lane,  and 
grandfather  of  the  Doctor,  was  a  farmer,  and  li\'ed 
in  Leeds.  Androscoggin  county.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  to  his  first  union  the  father  of  the  Doctor 
was  born.  Peter  Lane  t-)assed  his  entire  life  at  Leeds, 
and  there  his  mortal  remains  were  interred. 

Davis  \' .  Lane,  tlie  father  of  the  Doctor,  was 
j  born  in  Leeds  in  1800.  and  after  a  dne  attendance 
at  school  entered  a  woolen-mill.  and  became  very 
skillfu;  as  a  manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  Later 
he  engaged  in  farming  in  Wayne,  Kennebec  county, 
and  still  later  removed  from  Maine  to  Long  Island, 
N.  Y..  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  Huntington,  dying  in  1S87.  To  his  marriage, 
with  Nancy  B>odge,  were  born  three  children:  Al- 
mira,  who  was  married  to  Dr.  1".  W.  Burgess,  of 
Huntington.  L.  I.  ;  Davis  E..  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  and  ( )!i\-e,  wife  of  Jonas  A'elsor,  also  of 
Huntington.  Nancy  (Bodge)  Lan was  born  in 
Fayette,  Kemiebec  Co.,  Maine,  and  was  one  of  the 
thirteen  children  born  to  John  P.odge,  a  potter. 

Davis  Emery  Lane  was  educated  piimarilv  in 
the  district  schools,  and  finished  his  literary  course 
in  the  Wayne  high  schocji.    In  September,  1862,  he 
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C!i!i-Uvi  in  C"(>!iii>;iny  (i.  'i'wonly-fonrth  Maine  \'o\- 
untccrs,  uinicr  aju.  I{.  l^cwis  Sturtivaiit  and  Cul. 
GcorjL;o  M.  Alwmni.  went  Irnni  .Maiiic  lo  Xcw 
C^rlcans.  La.,  and  wms  in  service  imi  the  Mi'^sissipiM 
river  at  J'crt  ihuKon.  where  lie  remained  initil  tlie 
surrender.  'J  he  tenn  oi  his  enhstnient  liaving-  ex- 
pired, lie,  with  tlie  re_L;inient,  then  returned  to  his 
native  State.  I'cr  t\\(>  years  he  liN'ed  in  I'ortland, 
IVlaine,  w  here  he  was  en_!.;ai;ed  in  luereantiie  trade. 
In  l8(>S  he  todk  u\)  the  studv  of  dentistry,  and.  after 
the  coni]ilcti(in  of  its  conrse,  ]iraclieed  for  a  while 
at  Huntington,  L.  ]..  X.  Y.  In  1^72  he  came  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  located  on  I'ratt  street,  wdiere 
lie  has  hoen  actively  cui;aj;ed  since,  and  has  built 
up  a  very  extensive  ]iractice. 

In  1873  Dr.  Lane  married  Miss  Adrienne  E. 
Howard,  a  nati\e  of  1  luntinj;ton,  L.  L.  and  daugh- 
ter of  Farnum  L.  and  Emeline  Howard.  Seven 
cliildren  have  heen  horn  to  this  marriage,  of  wdiom 
five  are  no  w  living:  Plarroid  died  in  infancv.  and 
Davis  L..  Jr.,  died  in  1888.  Those  living  are:  P2mily 
I\L :  h'arnum  Howard,  an  organist  of  abilit\',  and 
teacher  of  music:  llnmer  Bodge:  Jessie  A.;  and 
Robert  Irving — all  living  witli  their  parents. 

In  18S2  Dr.  Lane  removed  his  family  to  East 
Hartford,  but  retained  his  business  office  in  the  citv. 
Being  a  stanch  Republican,  he  took  great  interest  in 
local  party  affairs,  became  v-tv  popular,  and  in 
188S  was  elected  to  represent  iiis  district  in  the 
State  Legislature,  in  wliich  he  served  greatly  to 
his  honor  and  credit.  He  has  also  been  a  member 
of  the  school  committee  for  several  vears,  and  quite 
prominent  in  the  aft'airs  of  the  village  generally. 

The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  Orient  Lodge.  Xo. 
67,  F.  &  A.  M..  and  of  D.  C.  Rodman  Post.  Xo. 
65,  G.  A.  R.  In  religion  he  and  his  family  are 
Unitarians,  and  regularly  attend  the  house  of  wor- 
ship of  the  L'nitarian  Societv.  to  the  support  of 
which  they  freely  contribute  financially.  Besides 
liis  professional  eminence  the  Doctor  holds  a  high 
position  in  tne  social  circles  of  both  Hartford  and 
East  Hartford,  and  with  his  amiable  wife  and  chil- 
dren enjoys  che  esteem  of  his  neighbors  to  a  very 
marked  degree.  Since  1888  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  boartl  of  trustees  of  the  Raymond  Library, 
East  Hartford,  was  several  vears  vice-president,  and 
in  May,  189(7,  on  the  death  of  H.  R.  Hayden,  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  board. 

IIOX.  LEWIS  S PERRY,  of  the  law  firm  of 
Sperry  &  McLean,  Hartford,  and  former  member 
of  Congress  from  the  First  Connecticut  District, 
has  taken  high  rank  in  the  legal  profession  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  Sperry  was  born  Jan.  23,  1848,  on  East 
Windsor  Hill,  in  the  town  of  South  Windsor,  the 
sixth  child  atifl  secon.d  son  of  Daniel  Gilbert  and 
Harriet  Frances  (Pclton)  Sperry,  the  father,  a 
farmer,  born  at  Sperrvs  h'arms,  Woodln-idge,  (Jonn., 
a  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation  from  Ricliard 
Sperry.  Richard  Sperry  was  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Ha\en  as  earlv  as  1643,  coming  as  agent  for 


'  the  F.arl  of  \\'arwick,  and  was  granted  a  tract  of 

■  land,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  W'ootlbridge, 
L'onn..  which  is  still  known  as  Sperrys  Farms. 
<  )ther  j-iaternal  ancestors  of  oiu-  subject  in  the  N^ew 

;  Haven  Colonv  were  Matthew  Cdlbert  Todd.  Cooper 
I  Heaton  (or  Eatuiit,  W'ilmot  and  Carrington. 

Harriet  I'rances  Pelton,  our  subject's  mother, 
was  a  <laug"h'ter  uf  James  and  Sophia  (  Gaviord)  Pel- 
ton,  and  a  descendant  of  Deac(^n  \\  iliiani  Gaviord, 
'.  Alatthew   (/.rant.  Daniel  Clark.  Humphrey  Prior, 

■  John  Drake.  Benedictus  Alvord,  Thomas  ^^loore, 

■  and  John  Osborn.  of  Windsor;  was  also  descended 
\  from  the  Edwards  family  of  Hartford,  the  Lathrops 

of  Xorwich,  and  the    Peases  'of   Enfield,  Conn, 
j  James  Pelton  was  descended  from  John  Pelton  of 
'  Boston,   1634,  and  from  ^ilargaret  Thompson,  a 
Scotch  widow  with  nine  children,  who  sailed  from 
Ireland  in  17 18,  in  the  Meet  of  five  ships  commanded 
by  Capt. Temple,  bound  for  Boston.    Xine  of  Lewis 
Sperry 's  ancestors  arrived  in  Xew  England  later 
than  1730,  all  became  at  once  land  owners  in  the 
various  towns  which  they  chose  for  their  homes, 
and  all  were  farmers,  whatever  other  occupation 
!  they  may  have  joined  with  their  agricultural  pur- 
I  suits.    In  every  war,  from  the  Pequot  to  the  Civil, 
:  some  ancestor  or  near  relative  fought  on  the  win- 
'  ning  side. 

I       Lawyer  Sperry 's  boylKXid    was  passed  on  the 
I  farm  in  the  Connecticut  \'a]ley,  where  beauty  of 
;  scene  and  fertilitv  of  soil  frees  the  farmer  from 
^  many  of  the  hardships  and  privations  which  per- 
1  tain  to  that  occupation  in  more  remote  or  barren 
!  regions.    He   attended    both   public    and  private 
'  schools  in  the  neighborhood.    At  the  age  of  thir- 
teen he  was  sent  to  Xew  Haven,  and  was  a  member 
;  of  the  family  and  school  of  the  well-known  teacher, 
I  Sidnev   A.   Thomas.    Later   he   entered  lMonsoi:i 
I  (Mass.)  Academy,  graduating  in  18O9,  and  spent 
I  the  succeeding  four  years  in  Amherst.    He  was 
popular  in  college,  was  editor  of  the  '"Amherst 
:  Student,"  and  an  active  member  of  the  debating 
;  societies,  but  never  at  that  time  or  since  has  he 
;  joined  an_\'  secret  societ}'.    Lie  perhaps  gave  more 
time  to  the  study  and  practice  of  debate  and  oratory 
than  to  the  regular  studies  of  the  college  course, 
and  won  several  prizes  as  a  speaker  and  debater, 
;  and  the  first  'TIardy  prize''  at  his  graduation,  in 
1873.    After  this  event  he  immediately  entered  the 
law  office  of  Waldo,  Hubbard  &  Hyde,  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

Dailv  intercourse  with  ^uch  men  as  Judge  Loren 
P.  Waldo,  Gov.  Richard  D.  Hubbard,  and  Alvan  P. 
Hyde,  could  but  give  noble  ideas  of  life  to  any 
i  youth  coining  under  their  influence,  and  here  yottng 
Sperrv  could  see  exemplified  each  day  the  highest 
requirements  in  the  study  of  law,  and  its  most  hon- 
orable application  wdien  [)racticed  as  a  profession. 
.Admitted  to  the  Hartford  C»>unty  liar  in  1875, 
Mr.  Sperrv  the  following''  year  joined  with  e.x- 
Lieut.-Gov.  Georg^e  G.  Sill  in  renting  the  chambers 
at  Xo.  345  Main  street,  and  between  Mr.  Sill  and 
Mr.  Si)errv  began  a  friendship  which  time  has  only 
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<,lcoix'iiciI.  Here  inii^lit  ho  noted  a  strong'  trait  in 
the  cliaracur  of  Lewis  Sperry :  In  liis  home,  anion;^- 
liis  playmates  in  the  (.Ustrict  school,  ai  college,  and  ' 
with  tlii^se  whom  he  oftenest  meets  in  the  praciice  j 
of  his  profession,  he  has  fiirmed  deep  and  abiding 
friendships,  which  e\'iiKe  no  variableness  or  .shadow 
of  turning.  Since  his  entrance  into  public  life  -Mr. 
Sperry,  .-^o  far  from  forgetting  his  earlier  friends, 
nppears  to  feel  for  them  a  tender  regard,  as  for 
those  who  did  not  come  with  political  popularity 
and  will  not  depart  with  it.  In  187O  he  represented 
Jiis  native  town  in  the  Legislature,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  Education.  When  the 
new  coroner  law  went  into  effect,  in  1SS3.  he  was 
appointed  coroner  for  Hartford  county,  and  had 
the  difficult  task  of  applying  a  law  witheiut  prece- 
dents to  guide  him.  The  most  notable  case  which 
came  under  his  care  while  holding  this  office,  was 
the  explosion  of  the  boilers  in  the  "Park  Central 
Hotel."  The  coroner's  finding,  and  his  courage  and 
good  judgment  in  holding  the  responsible  parties 
o-uiltv  in  tiiis  accident,  were  noted  by  the  Xew  York 
and  Boston  papers,  and  editorial  comment  termed 
his  a  "model  report."  The  capacity  he  showed  for 
the  administration  of  public  affairs  led  to  his  selec- 
tion as  a  candidate  for  Congress,  and  after  his  nom- 
ination, in  1890,  his  career  can  be  culled  from  the 
public  prints.  After  the  election  the  "Amherst 
Student"  took  pride  in  saying:  "Hon.  Lewis  Sperry 
('73)  will  represent  the  First  Connecticut  District 
in  the  LHd  Congress,  having  defeated  Sinionds, 
<Rep.)  by  70S.  ^Ir.  Sperry's  poptilarity  is  shown 
from  the  fact  that  two  years  ago  Simonds  carried 
the  district  by  813,  making  a  gam  for  'Mr.  Sperry 
of  1,521.  Hartford  Cit_\-.  v/here  I\Ir.  Sperry  prac- 
tices law,  was  carried  by  !iim  by  1,112,  being  the 
largest  majority  ever  given  a  Congressional  candi- 
date. Amherst's  new  Congressman,  while  in  Am- 
herst captured  manv  prizes,  including  the  first 
^Hardy.'  " 

The  Springfield  Republican  of  Xov.  9,  1890. 
remarked  :  "It  is  seldom  that  a  candidate  of  either 
party  has  been  complimented  so  highly  by  the  votes 
of  his  political  opponents  in  the  profession  as  has 
Lewis  Sperry.  He  will  not  be  so  showv  a  man  as 
Mr.  Simonds,  but  he  will  be  a  hard  worker,  which 
is  his  natural  habit." 

For  a  Congressman  spending  his  first  winter  at 
the  National  Capital  Air.  Sperry  had  his  full  share 
of  official  social  life.  His  renomination  was  a 
foregone  conclusion,  and  the  Democratic  Congres- 
sional Convention  simply  carried  out  the  wishes  of 
liis  constituents,  in  making  him  a  candidate  for  a 
second  term.  His  speech  in  accepting  the  nomina- 
tion showed  a  thoughtful  consideration  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  district.  No  Democrat  has  ever  been 
elected  in  tliis  district  in  a  Presidential  year,  and  no 
Congressman  ever  succeeded  himself.  With  the 
chances  apparentlv  against  him.  and  tlie  district 
almost  a  tie  between  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr.  Cleve- 
land. Mr.  Sperrv  Won  by  the  handsome  majority 
of  340.    I'arty  lines  were  closely  drawn  in  tlie  rest 


of  the  district,  but  his  personal  followir.g  in  Hart- 
ford carried  the  da\'.  Mr.  Sperrv  was  a  member 
'  of  the  committee  on  Jlanking  and  Currency,  charged 
j  with  the  investigation  of  the  question  of  increasing 
ilie  National  Hank  Association,  and  on  Aug.  2, 
i8')3.  made  one  of  the  best  speeches  for  the  reiical 
of  tile  Sherman  .\ct  which  had  been  heard  in  the 
House  since  it  met  in  extraordinary  session.  He 
was  looked  ujion  as  the  leader  of  the  party  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  Wilson  Bill.  Tliis  i)osition  he  main- 
tained, and  was  one  of  the  .seventeen  Democrats  wlio 
voted  against  the  Bill.  A  storm  oi  censure  raged 
throughout  the  newspapers,  and  he  was  vehemently 
called  upon  to  resign.  His  coiu'se  was  approved 
by  the  Repnlilican  papers,  and  the  A't'zv'  York  Sun, 
and  lie  was  editorially  defended  bv  the  veteran  leader 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  Connecticut,  the  Hart- 
ford Times.  ~Slr.  Sperrv  had  the  brain  and  nerve 
to  see  his  way  clear,  and  to  stand  firmly  by  his  own 
convictions.  Such  a  man  in  eitlier  party  in  Con- 
gress wins  respect.  Declining  a  renomination.  ^Ir. 
Sperry  returned  to  the  practice  of  law  in  Hartford, 
forming  in  October.  1895,  the  law  tirm  of  Sperry 
&  [McLean,  of  which  he  has  since  been  senior  part- 
ner. In  religious  sympathies  ]Mr.  Sperry  is  a  Con- 
gregationalist. 

On  Nov.  7,  1878,  Air.  Sperry  was  married  to' 
Miss  Elizabeth  Ellsworth  Wood,  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  William  Wood,  the  naturalist,  of  East 
Windsor  Hill,  Conn.  Two  children  were  born  to 
them:  Ellsworth  and  Alary  E.  From  an  obituary 
notice  published  in  one  of  the  Hartford  papers  at 
the  time  of  Airs.  Sperry's  death,  is  extracted  the 
following : 

"By  the  death,  Friday  night,  of  Airs.  Elizabeth 
Ellsworth  Sperry.  at  East  \\'indsor  Hill,  the  cont- 
munity  loses  a  woman  of  rare  qualities,  of  estima- 
ble character,  and  one  who  was  highly  esteemed 
in  the  circles  in  which  she  moved.  Airs.  Sperry 
suft'ered  a  surgical  operation  about  six  months  ago. 
Since  then  she  has  failed  steadily,  and  for  three 
months  past  has  been  confined  to  her  apartment. 

"Airs.  Sperry  was  a  native  of  East  W  indsor  Hill, 
born  in  1849,  and  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Wood, 
the  noted  ornithologist.  She  attended  the  Green- 
wood Academy,  at  Brattleboro.  \'t..  and  in  1878 
was  united  to  Air,  Sperry  by  Rev.  Air.  Bowman, 
now  of  East  Hartford.  She  was  a  valued  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  South  Windsor. 
Airs.  Sperry  took  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  as 
her  ancestry  included  such  distinguished  men  as 
Chief  Justice  Ellswortli  and  Oliver  Wolcott.  Airs. 
Sperry  was  a  member  of  Alartha  Pitkin  Chapter,  D. 
A.  R.',  of  East  Hartford." 

ROBERT  CASE  (deceased)  was  for  many 
vears  a  leading  agriculturist  of  North  Canton,  and 
while  his  life  was  free  from  all  competition  for 
worldlv  honors  he  won  and  retained  the  respect  of 
all  who  knew  liim. 

Air.  Case  was  born  in  North  Canton  in  1805,  and 
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came  a  \vcll-kiui\\  ii  family.  Sori^t.  l\icharil  Case 
came  U)  this  section  at  an  carlv  dav  with  his  wife. 
Mercv  Holconilt.  and  settled  in  W  e>t  Simshnrv, 
upon  a  farm.  Simeon  Case,  sun  of  John,  and  the 
i:;Tandfathier  of  our  snhjeet,  was  liorn  in  West  Sims- 
Imrv  in  ij^^v.  nnd  in  1750  located  in  what  is  now 
West  Granhy.  where  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  Ian  1, 
and  was  engagetl  for  main-  vears  in  general  farming, 
stock  raising  and  grain  growing.  He  diet!  there  in 
1823.  He  married  .Mary  C  ase.who  was  horn  in  1739. 
daughter  of  Amos  Case,  and  died  in  182O.  They 
liad  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Simeon  (,175'J- 
iSiy)  married  I'hiehe  I'.urr;  Ashhel  (1762-1S16) 
married  Pollv  Frazier :  Titus  (i7()4-iSi()  )  married 
Amy  Reed:  Ubed  (1765-1S49)  married  Rachel  Em- 
mons: Eli]ihalet  (  1770-1847)  married  Rachel  Case, 
who  died  in  1813:  Mary  (1771-1821);  Alexander 
(1774-1S24)  married  Mindwell  Case,  who  died  in 
1830;  Francis  11777-1845)  married  Jemima  Case; 
Robert  is  mentiiMied  more  fully  below;  L'eter  ;  and 
Elizabeth  married  Reuben  Russell. 

Robert  Case.  Sr..  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  17S0.  in  what  is  now  ^\'est  Granby,  and  followed 
farnn'ng  throughout  liis  life.  He  was  an  excellent 
citizen,  was  active  in  local  politics  in  connection  with 
the  ^^'hig  party,  and  in  religious  \  -ork  as  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  married  (first) 
Clarissa  Case,  who  was  born  in  1784,  daughter  of 
Darius  and  3.1arv  (Giddings)  Case,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Xoah  Case.  She  died  in  1827,  and  he 
siibsequentlv  married  Mrs.  Martha  ( Cooley )  Reed, 
a  widow.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were  ten 
children:  Robert,  cur  subject:  Ambrose;  Jared ; 
AX'alter  :  Ruth  :  Savilla  :  Louise  :  Clarissa  :  Pluma 
and  Temperance.  The  only  child  of  the  second 
marriage.  Sidney-  P.,  is  now  a  farmer  in  North 
Canton. 

Our  subject  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  when  a  voung  man  engaged  in  farming  on 
a  tract  of  land  now  ov/ned  by  his  sons  Ansel  and 
Warren.  He  made  manv  improvements  upon  the 
place,  and  was  a  successful  farmer,  his  attention 
having  been  given  to  stock  raising,  dairying  and 
tobacco  growing  with  good  results.  He  v.-as  a  man 
of  temperate  h.abits,  industricu;  and  thrifty,  and 
for  manv  years  was  a  ])rominent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Washington  Hill.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Rcjiublican.  Ini":  he  did  not  seek  official 
honors.  He  died  in  1852.  his  remains  being  in- 
terred in  the  Xcrth  Canton  cemetery.  His  wife, 
Catherine  Case,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Canton, 
a  daughter  (f  .\lexander  and  Mindwell  (Case) 
Case,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Simeon  Case,  our 
subject's  grandfather.  She  died  in  1878,  leaving 
the  memory  of  a  worthy  life  as  wife  and  mother. 
Of  their  seven  ch.ildren,  (i)  Ansel  is  engaged  in 
tobacco  growing  at  the  homestead,  and  is  one  of  the 
successfiil  farmers  of  the  localitv;  (2)  Trumbull 
died  in  1852:  (3)  Miss  Julia  A.  is  at  ho:nc ;  (4) 
Warren  is  in  partnership  v.  ith  Ansel  on  ih:.:  home- 
stead, and  is  an  enterprising  and  industrious  farm- 


er. an<l  ;'.  highlv  cstccnuil  citi/en  :  (5)  Louisa  (de- 
ceased) mairied  .^^herman  Messenger,  of  Canton; 
{('^)  John  W.  is  men.lioned  more  fullv  below;  {}  ) 
Martlia  is  tlie  second  wife  of  Shermaii  Messenger. 

Joiix  W.  C.NSi:  was  born  Jan.  23.  1842,  and 
after  receiving  a  district-school  education  engaged 
in  farming  at  the  homestead.    In  1871  h.e  bought 
his  present  -farm  I'f   140  acres  in  Xortli  Canton, 
I  which  he  has  improved  extensively,    lie  is  a  geu- 
;  eral   farmer,  but   has  been   successful   in  tobacco 
1  grovcing,  ilairying  and  ih.e  raising  of  stock.  His 
j  industrw  hraiesty  and   frugalitv  are  family  char- 
1  acterislics.  and  lie  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  town.     Politically  he  is  a 
:  Republican,  and'  in  religion  he  holds  liberal  views. 
!  Mr.  Case  married  Miss  Alice  Barber,  a  native  of 
I  Xew  Hartford,  and  a  daughter  of  XoaK  Barber, 
i  They  have  three  children:    Albert  W..  Rachel  C. 
and  Alice  E. 

!       JOSEPH   LAXGDOX,   for  more   than  fiftw 
;  years  a  dry-goods  merchant  of  Hartford,  was  de- 
I  scended  from  an  excellent  Connecticut  family,  whose 
first  settlement  in  America  appears  to  have  been 
niade  in  Wethersfield  about  1640. 

Reuben  Langdon,  his  father,  was  born  in  1777 
\  in  Farmington,  married  in  1803  Patience,  daughter 
j  of  Hon.  Sylvester  Gilbert,  of  Hebron,  and-  wjjs  for 
j  some  years  engaged  >  in  business  in  Xew  London, 
i  but  removed  to  Hartford  about  1817.  There  he 
estal)!ished  the  dry-goods  business,  which  under 
I  various  managers  has  ccmtinued  and  increased  to 
j  this  dav,  and  is  now  known  by  the  firm  name  of  C. 
j  S.  Flills  &  Co.  Later  he  l)ecame  treasurer  of  the 
I  Society  for  Savings,  popularly  known  as  the  Pratr 
j  Street  Bank,  and  was  finally  succeeded  in  his  store- 
I  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.    Flis  death  occurred 

in  Hartford  in  1849. 
I       Joseph  Langdon   was   born   in  X'evc  London. 
I  Conn..  Julv  20.  181 1,  removed  with  his  parents  to 
i  Hartford  when  a  child,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city,  and  on  Jan.  i,  1835,  married 
:  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas  Mather,  of  West- 
field,  ]Vlass.    After  her  death  he  married.  June  5, 
1874,  Mrs.    Xancv    Sheldon,    daughter   of  Capt. 
I  Gideon  Flubbard.  of   the   coasting  service.  ]\Irs. 
Langdon.  who  is  still  a  resident  of  Hartford,  had 
by  her  first  marriage  one  son.  Charles  R.  Sheldon, 
i  who  was  for  several  \-ears  bookkeeper  for  Mr.  Lang- 
j  don,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty.    ]Mr.  Langdon 
j  also  had  one  son  by  his  first  marriage,  Edward 
;  Mather,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  His 
\  own  death  occurred  June  3.  1895.  as  the  result  of  a 
:  trollev  car  accident.    Mr.  Langdon  was  a  merchant 
[  of  the  old  school.  conservati\e  in  his  methods,  lui- 
I  swervingly  honest  and  upright  in  every  transaction, 
i  and  successful  in  acquiring  a  competency  for  the 
i  quiet  \-ears  of  his  later  life.     For  man\   years  he 
j  was   Vice-President   of  the   Society   for  Savings. 
I  During  the  long  period  of  his  career  he  watched. 
:   vith  affectionate  regard,  the  growth  and  iinprove- 
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nicnt  ut  the  whore  lie  lived.  enjuyiiiL;-  (he  ]>leas- 
uro  oi  seeing;'  il^  {Kipulation  aiul  ir.ii)orlaiiee  increase 
nK')rc  than  sevenle>kl.  lie  was  a  KepuhHean  as  to 
liis  ix^litiea!  views,  ami.  thouL;h  not  strongly  parti- 
san, took  iK'ne  the  less  an  e^irnest  interest  in  the  con- 
(.luct  of  tile  atYairs  of  the  State  and  Xation.  He  luid 
no  desire  lor,  and  never  sonL^ht.  ])uhlie  oflioial  posi- 
tions, lie  was  a  nieniher  of  the  I'ark  Congrega- 
tional Clnnvh  and  a  regnlar  attenilant  npon  its  serv- 
ices. In  early  life  he  was  an  officer  of  the  First 
Company.  Ciovernor's  I'oot  Guards,  retaining  his 
membership  in  the  \  eteran  Corps  and  his  enthu- 
siasm for  the  company  to  the  end  of  his  lile.  I\lr. 
Langdon  was  a  good  man.  quietiv  benevolent  toward 
the  need_\ ,  a  generous  supporter  of  every  good  cause, 
and  a  citizen  who  enjo}ed  the  respect  and  high  es- 
teem of  his  fellow  men. 

THOMAS  SMITH  O'COXXELL.  M.  D.  As 
the  veais  ghde  awav  new  men  constantly  appear 
upon  the  scene  of  human  activities  in  every  branch 
cf  professional  and  business  life,  and  by  the  innate 
forces  of  superior  worth  and  ability  win  speedy 
renown  and  recognition.  Dr.  Thomas  S.  O'Connell 
is  a  comparativelv  voung  man.  vet  ^lis  career  in  the 
few  brief  years  of  his  practice  in  East  Hartford 
has  been  brilliantlv  successful.  He  has  an  almost 
n:ibroken  record  of  complete  success  in  his  profes- 
sion, winning  for  him  one  of  the  largest  practices 
in  the  East  Side  towns,  while  his  unfailing  courtesy, 
his  quiet  good  fellowship,  and  his  liberality  of 
mind  and  opinion,  combine  to  make  him  one  of  the 
most  popular  voung  men  of  East  Hartford. 

The  Doctor  was  born  at  Colchester,  Conn.,  Dec. 
15.  1866.  the  tifth  child  and  second  son  of  Michael 
and  Annie  (Smith)  O'Connell,  the  former  a  native 
of  County  Kerry,  and  the  latter  of  County  Cork. 
Ireland.  The  father  migrated  to  America  as  a  poor 
and  friendless  lad  in  1848.  He  found  employment 
and  for  a  time  worked  at  Colchester,  then  m  1854 
went  to  Montreal.  Canada,  where  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Annie  .^mith.  He  supported  his  family  by  his 
labor,  and  in  many  respects  is  a  remarkable  man. 
\\'ith  scant  educational  opportunities  in  his  youth, 
his  mental  activities  awakened  later  in  life,  and  by 
reading  and  original  thought  he  has  given  evi- 
dence of  much  more  than  ordinary  al)ility.  He  has 
been  a  man  of  the  best  habits,  strictly  temperate, 
one  to  whom  the  vices  of  intoxicating  drink  and 
tobacco  in  all  its  forms  were  wholly  unknown. 
Though  not  e.xempt  from  the  provocations  of  anger, 
he  never  u?ed  profanity;  none  of  his  sons  ever 
heard  an  oath  fall  from  his  lips.  About  1865 
2\Iichael  O'Connell  returned  with  his  family  to 
Colchester.  Coim..  where  he  was  employed  in  the 
Colchester  Rubber  Works.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  living,  at  the  ages  of  seventy  and  sixty-five 
years  respective! v. 

Dr.  O'Conne!)  obtained  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  tov.'n.  He  then  be- 
came a  student  in  Bacon  .\cademy,  one  of  the  finest 


high  sch.ools  in  Connecticut,  on  gra>Iuating  fniiii 
wliich,  in  1885,  he  taught  schoi.il  in  Ci'lchester, 
and  for  four  vears  he  was  employed  as  a  teaclier 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town.  He  has 
ahvaxs  been  interested  in  the  common  schonls,  an.d 
has  practical  knowledge  of  their  virtues  and  their 
faults.  h"or  some  years  he  was  chairman  of  tl;e 
committee  for  one  of  the  di>trict  schools  in  Col- 
chester.   Earlv  in  liis  school  days  he  developed  an 

I  inclination  for  the  profession  of  metlicine,  and  later, 

t  in  18S1),  he  passed  his  examinations  for  admission, 
to  the  B.altiniore  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons. Among  his  studies  he  tCHjk  particular  in- 
terest in  anattimv.  physiology  and  chemistry,  and 
in  his  jimior  year  he  obtained  the  position  of  as- 

■  sistant  demonstrator  of  chemistry.  In  April.  1892.. 
he  graduated,  among  the  first  ten  in  a  class  of  143. 

Dr.  O'Connell  possesses  a  talent  for  music,  and. 
liis  a!.)ility  as  a  violinist  was  a  source  of  revenue. 
He  gave  lessons  on  the  violin,  and  the  money 
thus  earned  assisted  mateiially  in  defraying  the 
expenses  of  his  education,  which  wa.s  paid  for 
whollv  from  his  own  savings. 

In  August,  1892.  Dr.  O'Connell  located  at  East 
Hartford.  He  was  a  complete  stranger,  but  his 
progress  in  his  profession  was  rapid  from  the  start. 
At  first  he  relieved  Dr.  AIcKnight  of  the  care  of 
distant  patients,  and  won  almost  immediately  favor- 
able notice.  In  1893  he  joined  the  State  and  County 
Medical  Societies,  and  in  January,   1894,  he  be- 

'  came  an  associate  member  of  the  City  Society.  His- 
medical  library  is  an  exceptionally  fine  one.  For 
some  years  he  has  been  making  a  specialty  of  ob- 
stetrics, and  he  has  a  constantly  mcreasing  practice, 
one  which  is  built  up  solely  on  his  merits  as  a 
physician. 

'  Among  the  fraternities  the  Doctor  is  a  member 
and  examining  physician  of  Xutmeg  Lodge.  A.  O. 
U.  V.'. ;  surgeon  and  examining  physician  for  the 
First  Division.  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians:'  ex- 
j  amining  physician  for  Semaphore  Lodge.  Xo.  551, 
of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Trainmen  :  and  ex- 
amining physician  for  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Firemen.  He  is  a  regular  attendant  at  St. 
Marv's  Church. 

In  politics  the  Doctor  is  attached  to  straight 
Jeffersonian  principles.  In  1893  he  was  chosen,  on 
the  Democratic  town  ticket,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  school  visitors,  a  position  which  he  has  held  ever 
since.  For  a  number  of  vears  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  High  School  conimittee  of  East  Hart- 
ford. 

In  October.  189^).  the  Doctor  was  married.,  at 
East  Hartford,  to  Miss  Xellic  M.  Flynn.  a  native 
of  East  Hartford,  and  a  daugliter  of  Dominick 
FI\-nn,  which  union  has  been  bles_;ed  with  two  chil- 
dren :  Thomas  Ward,  born  May  5,  1898;  and  Mary 
Elizabeth,  l)orn  March  14.  upo. 

As  a  citizen  Dr.  (  )'Ci  innell  stands  among  the 
foremost  in  the  conununity.  his  deep  and  abiding  in- 
terest in  all  worth}-  public  causes  making  k.m  one 
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vi  ih<'>^'  naturni  loaders  to  wliicli  tl'.e  ci  i:iinui!iii\-  in 
which  lie  lives  turns  almost  inj.tinctivclv  lor  counsel 
and  advice.  He  is  popular  among  ail  classes  of  men, 
and  his  few  years  of  active  life  liave  in  them  much 
j'Ti^'Uiise  for  the  future. 

jOSEi'H  I-nW'ARD  ROOT.  B.  S..  M.  D.,  of 
llartford,  where  his  standing  in  th.e  profcssiiui  and 
in  citizen>hip  is  In'gh.  has  descended  in  several 
lines  from  not  onlv  some  of  the  earliest  families  to 
come  to  Xew  England,  but  some  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous in  its  history — from  families  that  have 
given  to  this  section  men  eminent  and  illustrious. 

Dr.  Rtx>t  was  born  March  4.  1S54,  in  Green- 
wich, Mass.,  a  son  of  Hon.  Th.omas  Pitkin  and 
Seraph  Marsli  (Haynes)  Root,  and  is  a  lineal  de- 
scendant on  his  mother's  side  from  John  Ha\iies, 
a  man  of  education  and  letters  from  Hertfordshire, 
England,  who  came  to  New  England  with  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker  and  company  in  the  ship  ■"Grit^in" 
in  1633,  and  in  i''i37  settled  in  Hartford.,  of  which 
lie  was  ono  of  the  original  proprietors,  and  v.-as 
chosen  the  first  Governor  of  Connecticut  in  16^9. 
Also  in  that  line  Dr.  Root,  througl  his  grandmo- 
ther, Betsey  (Marsh)  Haynes,  wife  of  Reuben 
(she  beinc  a  daughter  of  Lucv  (Putnam)  and  Ty- 
ler Marsh),  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  John  }ilarsh. 
an  English  emigrant  v;ho  settled  at  Salem,  Mass., 
as  early  as  1637,  and  of  John  Putnam,  who  was 
the  ancestor  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  of  Revolu- 
tionar_\-  fame,  John,  the  emigrant,  coming  from 
Aston  Abbotts,  Buckinghamshire,  England,  in  1634, 
settling  in  Salem.  Erom  these  two  ancestors  Dr. 
Root's  line  is,  respectively,  through  Zachariah, 
Ebenezer,  Ebcnezer  (2).  Lieut.  Caleb  (a  patriot  of 
the  Revolution),  T}ler  and  Betsev  IMarsh :  and 
through  John  {2),  Eleazer,  Jeptha,  Puller  and  Lucy 
Putnam. 

On  his  father's  side  Dr.  Root  is  descended  from 
John  Root,  the  son  of  John  of  Badby,  Xottingham- 
shire,  England,  where  the  son  was  born  in  1608. 
He  came  early  to  Xew  England,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Farmington  in  1640,  which 
point  was  settled  by  persons  mainly  from  Boston, 
Xewtown  and  Roxbury,  Soon  after  his  location 
John  Root  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Frances  KiIl)ourne;  she  was  born  in  1619  at  Wood 
Ditton,  England,  and  came  to  Xew  England  in  the 
ship  "Increase"  in  1635. 

From  this  emigrant  ancestor  Dr.  Root  is  a  de- 
scendant in  the  eighth  generation,  his  line  bei.ig 
through  Thomas.  Timothy.  Timothy  (2),  Joseph, 
Capt.  John  and  Thomas  Pitkin  Root. 

(II)  Thomas  Root,  son  of  John  tlie  emigrant, 
born  alxjut  1648,  in  Farmington,  married  (sccor.d  ) 
in  1675  Mary  Spencer,  and  movedi  to  W'estfield, 
^lass.    He  rlicfl  in  1709. 

(III)  Timothy  Root,  son  of  Thomas,  born  in 
i<')85.  married,  iii  1710,  Sarah  Pease,  daughter  of 
John,  of  Enfield,  Conn.,  and  went  from  \\'estfield 
to  Enfield,  and  thence,  in  about  1713,  to  Somers, 
Conn.,  as  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town. 


(1\")   'i'imothy    Ivoot    (2),  son    of  Timotb.y, 
bi.rn  in  i"!';.  in  Si>niers,  married  Joniima,  daugii- 
;  ter  of  Josiah  \\  Ov"^d,  of  Somers,  and  they  were 
i  most  exceller't  citizens  audi  Christian  people  of  that 
connuuniiy. 

I  (  \' )  Jn.seiVii  Rc^ot,  son  of  Timothy  (2),  born  in 
j  1753.  in  Somers,  married  J-IIizabelh,  daughter  of 
I  Dt-acon  Jushua  I'omeruy.  Mr.  Root  served  for  a 
1  period  (>f  four  years  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
i  was  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  at  the  siege  of 
!  Charlestown.  and  at  the  scene  of  Cien.  Burgovne's 
j  surrentler. 

i  I,  \  I  )  Capt.  John  Root,  son  of  Joseph,  Ijorn  in 
'  1789.  in  Somers.  C^J"!!-,  married,  in  1816,  Lucy, 
;  daughter  cf  Deacon  Samuel  Reynolds,  of  Somers, 
Conn.,  and  si-ttled  in  Cireenwich,  Mass.  He  died 
i  in  1855. 

i        Hon.  Thomas  Pitkin  Root,  son  of  Capt.  Jolm. 

and  the  father  of  Dr.  Root,  of  Hartford,  was  born 
1  July  8,  1824,  in  Greenwich.  Mass.  He  was  mar- 
i  ried.  in  1851,  to  Seraph  (Marsh)  Hayn.es,  daugh- 
'  ter  of  Reuben  and  P>etsey  (Marsh)  Haynes,  of 
!  (jreenwich.  ]\iass..  and  to  the  union  were  born 
j  children  as  follows ;  Francis  Pitkin  Root,  born 
i  Feb.  13.  1852:  Joseph  Edward  Root,  born  [March 
j  4,  1854;  William,  who  died  wdien  young;  and 
I  C.'harles  Samuel  Root,  born  March  18,  iSto. 
i  Thomas  Pitkin  Root  has  been  for  many  years  a 
I  prominent  citizen  of  Barre.  }^Iass.  He  has  served 
j  two  terms  in  each  branch  of  the  Massachusetts 
i  Legislature — the  House  of  Representatives  and  the 
i  Senate ;  for  manv  vears  he  has  been  a  deacon  in 
1  the  Congregational  Church. 

i        Dr.  Root,  of  Hartford,  is  descended  from  Rev. 
I  Dr.  Peter  Reynolds  and  Rev.  Dr.  Stephen  Wdl- 
I  iams,  through  his  grandmother.  Lucy  (Reynolds) 
j  Root,  born  1789.  daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel  and 
I  Mary  (Pitkin)  Reynolds,  and  the  granddaughter 
'  of  Samuel  Reynolds,  ^I.  D.,  and  3>Iartha  (Will- 
!  iams )  Reynolds,  the  latter  couple  being  a  son  and 
i  daughter,  respectively,  of   Rev.    Dr.    Peter  Rey- 
\  nolds  and  Rev.  Dr.  Stejihen  Williams,  who  were 
j  contemporaries  in  the  ministry.     Rev.  Dr.  Peter 
j  Revnolds    w'as    the    second    minister    in  Enfield, 
I  Conn.,  and  a  descendant   from  Capt.  Xathaniei, 
who  came  from   England    in   about  1644;  while 
!  Rev.  Dr.  Stephen  Williams,  born  in  1693,  was  a 
son  of  Rev.  John  Williams,  of  Decrfield.  a  de- 
scendant in  the  third  generation  from  Robert,  of 
I  Roxbury,    who    came    probaljly    from  Xorwich, 
i  England,  about  1638.    This  Williams  family  was 
I  one  of  historic  note  in  Xew  England  annals.  Rev. 
I  John  and  family  were  of  the  number  taken  pris- 
I  oner  in  February,  1704,  at  Deerfield.  Mass.,  dur- 
j  ing  the  French  and  Indian  war,  several  of  the  chil- 
!  dren  being  killed  and  the  father  and  son  taken  to 
Canada  and  kept  captives — the  father  until  1706, 
and  the  son  until  1705.    Rev.  Dr.  Stephen  Will- 
iams at  the  time  of  his  captivitv  was  but  a  lad. 
After  his  release  he  was  a  graduate  from  Harvard, 
and  served  in  several  campaigns  as  chaplain  in  the 
army;  was  at  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  and  was 
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wiih  Co!.  l-".pliraim  ^\'il!ia^ns  at  the  battle  of  Lake 
Cicorgo  in  September,  1755.  when  Col.  Williams 
was  killed.  'I  he  Titkins,  too,  of  this  line  of  Dr. 
Root's  ane(.  >tors,  were  a  historic  and  ll!ll^tril  ms 
faniilv.  Marv  i'itkin,  above,  descended  from  Hon. 
William  I'llkin,  tlie  progenitor  of  the  American 
familv,  wl-io  came  from  J-.ngland  in  1C150,  and  from 
1075  to  i(k>o  was  a  member  of  the  Loionial  As- 
sembly from  Hartford,  and  who,  earlier,  was 
prosecutor  for  the  Colony,  attorney  general  and 
treasurer  successive!}.  Marv  iMtkin's  line  was 
through  William  (^21  (^who  for  twenty-six  years 
was  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  alsL>  chief  jus- 
tice of  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  Connecticut),  Col. 
Tlionias  and  Thomas  Pitkin. 

Dr.  Joseph  Hdward  Root,  tlie  suliject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  received  his  primary  and  early 
school  training  in  the  public  schools  of  Barre, 
!Mass.,  attending  from  1S60  to  1868  District  School 
Xo.  8,  and  the  four  succeeding  years  the  J3arre 
High  Scliool.  In  1876  he  received  the  degree  of 
B.  S.  from  the  Massachusetts  College  at  Amherst, 
and  in  the  same  year  a  like  degiee  from  Boston 
University.  He  studied  medicine  at  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Xew  York,  grad- 
uating therefrom  in  1883.  While  at  Amherst  he 
was  one  of  the  Farnsworth  Prize  speakers  in  his 
Freshman  and  Sophomore  years,  and  a  commence- 
ment speaker  at  graduation.  His  boyhood  was 
passed  on  the  Hillside  farm  at  Barre,  .Mass.  Dur- 
ing his  college  course  he  taught  school  for  two 
winters  at  Barre  Plains,  and  after  his  graduation 
he  entered  Dr.  Brown's  Institute  at  Barre,  remain- 
ing until  the  spring  of  1879,  when  he  was  engaged 
at  the  Walnut  Hill  Asyium  in  Hartford,  Conn. 
On  receiving  his  medical  diploma  from  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Xew  York,  in 
1883,  he  was  made  assistant  physician  at  the  Re- 
treat for  the  Insane  in  Hartford,  and  there  re- 
mained until  Aug.  20,  18S4,  at  which  time  he  be- 
gan the  general  practice  of  medicine  in  that  city, 
which  has  continued  to  the  present  with  deserved 
success.  During  these  years  Dr.  Root  has  been  a 
very  busy  man,  and  hgured  conspicuously  in  many 
societies  and  organizations  pertaining  to  his  field 
of  labor.  In  1884  he  assisted  in  reorganizing  the 
Hartford  Dispensary,  of  which  since  its  reorgani- 
zation he  lias  been  secretary  and  treasurer ;  has 
also  been  chief  of  the  department  of  general  medi- 
cine and  nervous  diseases  at  the  dispensary.  He 
was  appointed  on  many  commissions  of  import- 
ance by  Govs.  Harrison  and  IMorris  during  their 
administrations.  P^rom  1889  to  1894  he  was  a 
delegate  for  the  Connecticut  ]NIedical  Society  to 
the  meetings  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  as  such  attended  the  meetings  held  re- 
spectively at  Xewport,  R.  I.,  Washington,  D.  C:, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  San  Francisco,  Cal.  In 
April,  1891,  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  Hart- 
ford County  Medical  Association,  wliich  ofilce  he 
held  until  April,  1894.  During  his  term  of  office 
much  of  the  responsibility  pertaining  to  the  Cen- 


I  tennial  Celebratie'U    of    the  Association  devolved 
j  upon  him.  and  he  also  delivered  the  historical  ad- 
I  dress.    In  iSgO  he  was  appointed  surgeon  on  Maj. 
:  WarrenV  staff  of  the  First  Company,  Governor's 
Horse  Liuard,  and  now  holds  that  rank,     in  1895 
i  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  bijard  e'^f  phy>i- 
i  cian^  and  surgeons  to  the  Masonic  Hoine  at  W'al- 
lingford,  Conn.;  in  1896  was  made  its  president, 
}  which  ofhce  he  has  since  held,  and  in  1807  was 
1  che^.sen  chairman  e^f  the  Building  committee  for  the 
!  new  Masonic  Hospital.    Dr.  Root  was  appointed 
;  medical  examiner  lor  the  Mutual  Reserve  i-ife  Jn- 
I  surance  Co.,  of  Xew  York,  in  1890;  of  the  Massa- 
j  chusetts  ^Mutual  Life,  in  1894;  of  the  "Home  Cir- 
cle,"' in  1895  ;  and  of  the  Fidelity  Insurance  Co.  in 
i  189S,  and  still  retains  these  relations.    Dr.  Root 
!  is  a  member  of  the  Flartford  (City)  County  and 
State  Medical  Societies,  and  of  the  American  Metl- 
[  ical  Association.    He  was  chosen  secretarv  of  the 
I  Hartford  (City)  [Medical  Society  in  January.  1900, 
and  is  still  serving  in  that  position.    Dr.  Root  was 
chosen,  in  1900,  a  delegate  from  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society  to  the  thirteenth  International  Med- 
ical Congress  held  in  Paris,  France,  whicli  he  at- 
tended, as  also  to  the  sixty-eighth  Annual  meeting  of 
the  British  ^Medical  Association  at  Ipswich, England. 
In  1898  he  was  elected  surgeon  to  the  Putnam  Pha- 
lanx of  Hartford.    Dr.  Root  is  one  of  the  surgical 
staff  of  St.  Francis  Hospital  as  Orthopedic  Sur- 
geon, and  Orthopedic  Surgeon  to  the  Home  for  In- 
!  curables  at  X'ewington,  Conn.;  he  is  also  on  the  ad- 
visory board  of  the  Connectictit  Institute  for  the 
Blind.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Scien- 
tific Society.    In  April,  1900,  under  Mayor  Har- 
i  bison's  administration,  he  was  made  one  of  the 
I  health  commissioners  of  Hartford. 
I       Socially  Dr.  Root  is  prominent  in  \-arious  clubs 
!  and  organizations.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons 
j  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  of  the  [Masonic 
!  Club.    He  is  both  a  York  and  Scottish  Rite  [\Iason, 
\  and  is  a  member  of  the  following  bodies:  St.  John's 
j  Lodge,  Xo'.  4,    Washington    Commandery  Xo.  i. 
Charter  Oak  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Princes  of  Jeru- 
salem, Rose  Croix,   and    Connecticut  Consistory, 
j  Thirty-second  Degree,  and  of  Sphinx  Temple  i.'f 
the  [Mystic  Shrine.    His  religious  connections  are 
with    the    Farmington    Avenue  Congregational 
Church. 

Dr.  Root  has  found  time,  outside  of  his  extended 
professional  duties  and  busy  life,  to  devote  his  at- 
tention to  literature,  and  his  works  have  given  him  a 
i  wide  and  well-deserved  prominence.    Among  his 
I  works  are :  '"Early  Discovery  of  America  by  the 
i  Xorseman,"  "Hunting  Trips  in  the  Rockv  [\Ioun- 
j  tains"  [lecture],  and  the  following  treatises:  '"Epil- 
!  epsy,"  "Essay  on  Electricitv  in  Xervous  Diseases," 
"Arteritis  of  the  Brain,"  "Hygiene  of  School  Life,'' 
"Electricity  in  Diseases  of  Women,"  "Hip  Joint 
Disease,"  and  "Centennial  History  of  tlie  Hartford 
County  Medical  Association.'' 

Dr.  Root's  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  though  greatly  interested  in 
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])ul'lic  questions  and  the  success  ot  his  party  lie  '/as 
dcclinoU  to  1)0  a  candidaro  tor  any  political  olVicc. 

(.)n  March  4.  it^85,  Hr.  Jvout  was  married  to 
Ella  (.loodnian  Moseley.  ol  Hartford..  I'lieir  (.laugh- 
ter, Seraph  Dorothx'  i\o\vell  Root,  was  born  2\ov. 
10,  i8y7.  ■  ^ 

A.  \V.  HOWARD,  .^[.  D.,  3f  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful physician  and  surgeon  ot  W  etherstield,  was 
born  in  I'rovidence.  1\.  1.,  Xov.  25.  1807,  and  is  a 
son  of  Amasa  and  Annie  (^Simmons  )  Howard,  the 
former  a  native  of  Woodstock,  Conn..,  the  latter  of 
\\'orcester,  .Massachusetts. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  also 
.bore  the  name  of  Amasa  Howard.  The  father  was 
.an  ordained  minister  of  the  JSaptist  Lduirch,  and  at 
ditterent  times  was  pastor  of  churches  in  Worces- 
ter (^Mass.j,  Providence  (R.  L),  and  Hartford 
(Conn.).  He  was  also  chaplain  of  the  State  j)rison 
.at  Wetherstield  for  ten  years,  and  at  that  place  he 
died  in  1SS7,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Cedar 
Hill  cemetery.  His  w  ife,  a  lady  of  culture  and  re- 
iinenient,  is  still  living,  and  continues  to  make  her 
Jiome  in  \\"ctherstield.  To  them  were  born  four 
-children:  Joh.n  C,  now  a  resident  of  Omaha,  Xeb. ; 
Mary,  at  home  with  her  mother  ;  A.  W.,  our  subject; 
and  Fanny,  at  liome. 

Dr.  Howard  was  educated  at  the  South  school 
of  Hartford  and  at  the  Hartford  Public  High 
School,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1SS7.  He  then 
entered  the  ^Medical  University  of  X^ew  York,  where 
he  pursued  a  three-years"  course,  and  was  graduated 
in  1890.  He  then  spent  some  time  in  the  Chambers 
Street  Hospital,  Xew  York  City,  where  he  gained 
.a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the  profession  w  hich 
he  had  chosen  as  a  life  work,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1890  opened  an  office  in  Wetherslield.  His  skill 
and  ability  soon  won  recognition,  and  he  has  suc- 
'Ceeded  in  building  up  an  excellent  practice  in  Weth- 
•ersfield,  X'ewington  and  Rocky  Hill.  In  connection 
with  his  private  practice  he  also  acts  as  examiner 
for  the  Hartford  Life,  the  Phoenix,  [Mutual,  ^Metro- 
politan  and  Waterburv  Industrial  Insurance  Com- 
panies. He  is  a  progressive  physician,  and  an  hon- 
ored member  of  the  Hartford  County  ^Medical  So- 
ciety, and  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society ; 
also  belongs  to  Hartford  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ^L.,  and  to 
the  Wethersfield  Grange.  Although  not  a  member 
of  any  religious  denomination  he  attends  the  Bap- 
tist Church  ;  politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republi- 
-can  party.  The  Doctor  not  only  stands  high  in  pro- 
fessional circles,  but  is  also  quite  popular  socially. 
In  1894  Dr.  Howard  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Hannah  Standish,  a  daughter  of  James 
Standish,  anrl  to  them  has  been  born  one  child, 
^lildred  Standish. 

HOX.  R.VXDOLPH  W.  COWLES  (deceased) 
was  a  well-know!i  contractor  and  builder  of  South- 
ington,  of  whose  skill  manv  notable  examples  are  to 
lic  seen  in  that  settioTi  of  the  county.  Thoroughly 


i  reliable  in  all  things,  the  <|uality  I'f  his  work  was  a 
!  convincing  test  of  his  own  personal  worth.,  and  tiic 
;  same  atlmirable  trait  was  shown  ui  his  conscientious 
di.^charge  of  the  duties  of  different  jiositions  of 
trust  and  responsibility  to  whicli  he  was  chosen. 
I        Mr.  Cowlcs  was  born  in  Suuthinglon  March  i, 
I  1838.  a  son  of  Henr}-  and  Lydia  (Thorp)  Cowles. 
His  maternal  grandfather  was  Elisha  Thorp.  The 
father  was  born  in  Southington  Jan.  I,  1S05,  and  was 
married  .Vug.  -<;,  1827.    He  made  his. home  in  the 
southwest  part  of  the  town,  and  there  his  death  oc- 
ciui-ed.    His    children    were:    George;  William; 
!  Laura  A. ;  Lucretia,  wife  of  Lewis  L.  Avery;  Emma 
!  A.,  wife  of  George  F.  Lewis;  Randolph  W". ;  \'ic- 
j  toria  C.  ;  Emily  L.  ;  Elinora ;  and  Charlotte,  wife 
I  of  Squire  Robinson. 

j        1  he  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
i  George  Washington  and  Amy   (Adkinsj  Cowles. 
{  The  former,  born  in  Southington  in  December,  T775, 
became  a  resident  of  the  Marion  District  of  that 
town,  where  he  died  May  6,  1828.    His, father,  Jo- 
siah  Cowles,  was  born  in  Farmington  Xov.  20,  1716, 
and  was  married  Xov.  11,  1739,  to  Jemima  Dickin- 
1  son.    Soon  afterward  he  located  in  what  is  now 
Southington.    His  first  wife  died  Oct.  19,  174 — , 
and  Xov.  22,  174S,  he  wedded  Mary  Scott,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  !\Jarv  (  Pvnchon  )  Scott,  of  Southing- 
I  ton,  and  the  great-grandmother  of  our  subject. 
!  Josiali  Cowdes  was  the  father  of  eighteen  children. 
;  He  was  a  leading  man  in  church  and  society,  held 
several  important  town  offices,  and  the  military  rank 
i  of  captain.    He  died  June  6,  1793.    His  father, 
1  Thomas  Cowles,  was  born  in  Farmington  Feb.  4, 
!  1685.  and  was  married  Jan.  6,  1714,  to  Martha, 
i  eldest  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (  Greeman) 
\  Judd,  of  Farmington.    He  resided  in  Farmington, 
:  on  the  place  given  him  by  his  father,  later  known 
'  as  the  Dr.  Carrington  place,  and  there  he  died  IMarch 
I  II,  1756.    He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Rachel 
I  (Porter)  Cowdes,  and  a  grandson  of  Samuel  and 
!  Abigail  (Stanley)  Cowdes.    The  father  of  Samuel 
;  Cowles,  Sr.,  was  John  Cole  (or  Cowdes  j,  one  of 
j  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford,  who  about  1640  re- 
I  moved  to  Farmington,  wdiere  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing ;  he  served  as  deputy  from  Farmington  to  the 
I  General  Court  in  1653  and  1654.    In  1662  he  re- 
!  moved  to  Hadley,  ^^lass.,  where  he  died  in  Septem- 
!  her,  1675. 

;       Randolph  W.  Cowles,  subject  of  this  review,  was 
i  reared  in  Southington,  and  in  early  manhood  learned 
j  the  carpenter's  trade,  but  prior  to  the  Civil  war 
j  worked  as  a  pattern-maker  in  the  old  Plant  shop 
at  Plantsville.    On  Aug.  8,  1862,  he  enlisted,  be- 
j  coming  a  private  in  Company  E,  20th  Conn.  \' .  I., 
'  ])articipated  in  all  of  the  engagements  of  his  regi- 
•ment,  was  with  Sherman  on  his  celebrated  march 
to  the  sea,  and  was  honoralily  discharged  from  the 
service  June  13,  i8'')5.    On  his  return  home  he  em- 
barked in  business  for  himself  as  a  contractor  and 
builder,  which  vocation  he  continued  to  successfully 
'  follow   until  his  death,  March  28,  1S99. 
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On  I,  1S70.  Mr.  Co\vk-s  was  unitod  in 

marriage  with  Miss  Ehira  W'licclcr,  (laughter  «,it 
(.)hadiah  and  Ltic\-  Ann  (^(  incrnscv )  W  heeler,  of 
^1  idtllehurv.  LVmiii.,  and  hy  that  union  l':\c  children 
were  h 'rn,  all  of  whom  are  still  living:  lulith.  wife 
of  Morton  Holconil) :  '  ■.leanor:  Irving  W.  :  Aiuiie 
H. :  and  Harriet  L.  .Air.  Cow  les  was  an  active  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Second  T.aptist  Church 
of  I'lantsville,  of  which  he  was  a  deacon  for  many 
vears,  and  fraternall}"  was  a  member  of  Friemlsiiip 
Lodge,  Xo.  33,  v.  6:  A.  M.,  of  Southington  :  and 
Trumbull  Post,  Xo.  ll.  A.  R.  His  pe^litical 
support  was  always  given  to  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  most  acceptably 
served  as  burgess  several  terms,  as  assessor  sixteen 
years,  and  rejn-esented  Southington  in  the  Legisla- 
ture two  terms.  ' 

ELI  WELLS  STODDARD  (deceased)  was  a 
liighly  esteemed  citizen  of  W'ethersfiekl,  and  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  its  honored  pio- 
neer families. 

John  Stoddard,  the  progenitor  (  f  the  family  in 
America,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  \\'ethers- 
field,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a  tract  of  land, 
and  served  as  sergeant  in  a  military  company.  He 
died  in  W'estfield,  in  December,  1664.  In  1642 
he  wedded  IMary  Foote.  -who  was  born  in  England 
in  1623,  a  daughter  of  Xathaniel  and  Elizabeth 
(  Deming)  Foote.  After  his  death  the  widow  mar- 
ried John  Goodrich,  of  \\''ethersfield.  who  died  in 
16S0,  and  for  her  third  husband  she  married  Lieut. 
Thomas  Tracey,  of  Xorwich,  Conn.,  who  died  X'ov. 
7,  1685.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were  six  chil- 
dren:  ]Mary,  born  March  12,  1643,  was  married, 
Dec.  10,  1663,  to  Joseph  ^\'right.  son  of  Thomas 
Wright,  of  W'ethersfiekl;  John,  born  April  12,  1646, 
was  married  ^la.y  26,  1674,  to  Elizabeth  Curtis, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Curtis ;  Caleb  and  Joshua 
(twins) were  born  Sept.  12,  1648,  and  the  former  died 
when  a  young  man,  wdiile  the  latter  was  married, 
Aug.  15,  1680,  to  Bethia  Smith,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Smith;  [Mercy,  born  in  Xovember,  1652,  was 
married  Z^Iarch  10,  16S5,  to  Joseph  Wright,  whose 
first  wife  was  her  sister;  and  X'athaniel,  the  yotmg- 
est  of  the  family,  is  mentioned  below. 

(II)  X'athaniel  Stoddard,  born  in  March,  1660, 
was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  one 
son,  Nathaniel,  born  Jan.  17,  1692,  who  was  mar- 
ried, Sept.  26,  1728,  to  Sarah  Buck,  born  ]^Iarch  25, 
1701,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Butler) 
Buck.  Th.ey  lived  in  X'ewington,  Hartford  county, 
M'here  lie  died  Aug.  15,  1756,  his  wife  X'ov.  4,  1757. 
For  his  second  wife,  X'athaniel  Stoddard,  Sr.,  mar- 
ried Eunice  Standish,  daughter  of  Tliomas  Standi.-h. 
Fie  died  Feb.  9,  1714,  and  she  de])arted  this  life  Aug. 
5.  1716.  They  liad  three  children  :  Al)igail,  born 
Nov.  II,  1697,  was  married.  Eel).  12,  1719,  to  Jr)hn 
Francis,  who  was  born  in  Wethcrsfield.  Oct.  12, 
1684,  a  son  of  John  and  Mercv  Francis;  Thomas  is 
mentioned  below;  and  Joshua,  born  Alarcli  4,  1703, 


was  married.  March  13.  1757.  to  Martha  Dei'dng, 
and  d.icil  in  Wethersfield.  M;iy  7,  1770. 

(  111  )  I'honias  StocKlard.  biTU  Julv  29,  1O99,  was 
united  m  marriage,  Dec.  18,  1733.  wuli  Mary  Camp, 
whi'  ua-  born  (9ct.  25,  1713.  and  died  Aug.  2(), 
1775  ;  he  passed  awa}'  Aug.  2i_),  1772.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  eight  children  :  (  1  1  Ell^ha,  born  Aug.  20, 
]73'.>,  was  married  June  177''.  to  Dorothy  W'ill- 
ard,  who  was  born  Sejn.  27,  1741,  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  Willard.  He  died  ju!\-  2,  i7<)o,  and  she 
on  A;)ril  11,  1826.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  church. 
(2  )  Eli,  born  k'eb.  24,  1739,  was  a  soldier  of  the 
]\e\-olutii_Miary  war.  (  hi  b'eb.  8,  I77e^,  he  married 
Abigail  Atwood.  who  was  born  Aug.  28,  1747,  0. 
daughter  of  Oliver  and  Dorothv  (Curtis)  Atwood. 
(3)  Rebecca,  born  Sept.  8,  1740.  was  married,  X'ov. 
i  25,  1762,  to  William  Wells,  jr..  and  lived  in  Xew- 
!  ington.  (4)  Benjamin,  born  Feb.  2,  1743,  died  'Slay 
18,  1808.  (5)  Eunice,  born  Aug.  22,  1745,  was  mar- 
ried, Dec.  2,  1764,  to  Abel  Andrus,  a  J\evolutionary 
soldier,  who  was  born  ]\Iay  6.  1735,  and  she  died 
I  Jan.  23,  1785.  [6)  Epaphras,  the  next  ni  order  of 
birth,  is  mentioned  below.  (71  Lydia,  born  Aug.  8, 
1750,  was  married  X'ov.  14,  1771,  to  Aaron  Dehiing. 
(8)  Rhoda,  born  Oct.  30,  1754,  was  married,  Jan. 
4,  1779,  to  Levi  Curtis,  and  lived  in  Lenox,  ]\Iassa- 
clutsetts. 

(1\')  Epaphras  Stoddard,  born  Jan.  22,  1748, 
spent  his  life  as  a  farmer  in  Wethersfield,  where  he 
died  yiay  18,  1792,  his  remains  being  interred  there. 
On  X'ov.  25,  1773,  he  was  united  in  marriage  witli 
Mary  Wells,  a  daughter  of  Ichabod  and  Abigail 
(Bigelow)  Wells.  She  was  born  March  24,  1753, 
and  died  Sept.  10,  1825.  By  this  union  the  follow- 
ing children  were  born:  I\larv,  born  March  i,  1776, 
died  Sept.  26,  1776;  Mary,  born  X'ov.  11,  1778,  was 
married,  Dec.  9,  1803.  [o  William  (Joodrich,  of 
Wethersfield,  wlio  died  July  14,  1S30.  while  she  died 
Aug.  16.  185S;  Eli,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  below;  Mella,  born  June  15,  1783,  died 
April  29,  1787;  Huldah.  born  May  26,  1785,  was 
married.  Jan.  22,  1809,  to  Sylvester  Butler;  Mella, 
born  Aug.  i,  1787,  died  unmarried,  'May  6.  i858, 
and  Harriet,  born  (Jet.  i,  1790,  died  unmarried,  Oct. 

;  1863. 

(\')  Eli  Stoddard,  born  Aug.  11,  1781,  spent 
his  entire  life  on  the  old  homestead  in  Wethersfield, 
where  he  died  Sept.  i,  1822.  C)n  X'ov.  13,  1820,  he 
wedded  }^Iary  Ferre.  of  Agawam.  [Mass.,  wdio  was 
born  in  Hartford,  Conn..  .\ug.  30,  17S7,  a  daughter 

I  of  Glioses  and  Jerusha  (  Easton  )  Ferre.  Slie  was 
again  married,  ^lay  3,  1835.  her  second  husband  be- 

'  ing  George  Francis,  who  was  born  Sept.  14,  1775, 
and  died  Nov.  21,  1858.  She  died  Feb.  4,  1866. 
Our  subject  was  the  onl\-  child  by  the  first  marriage. 

(\'I)  Eli  Wells  Stoddard  was  born  in  Wethers- 
field, Jan.  2,  1S22.  Throughout  his  active  business 
life  he  f(jlIo\ved  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  in 

,  his  laljors  met  with  well-merited  success.  (,)n  March 

■  15,  1S43,  lie  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Martlia  Fran.cis,  who  was  born  June  18,  1S19,  a. 
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ihuiglitcr  ul  Gcorgx"  ami  Sally  (^Dutlcr)  Fraiicis, 
aiul  to  then  was  born.  Oct.  j;,  1845,  one  dauglitci", 
Mary  Francis.  J  lie  nujlhcr  and  danghter  btiil  li\  c 
on  the  old  ho^•!^.•^lead  in  W'cthersticld.  Mr.  .*^iod- 
dard  dici,!  in  1884,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Wcihcrs- 
ricld  ceniL'trry.  In  rclii;ions  \icws  he  was  liberal, 
and  in  political  sentiment  he  was  a  Democrat.  He 
was  temjierate  in  his  habits,  always  lived  up  to  the 
golden  rnle,  and  merited  and  receivetl  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 

WILFARI)  IRA  ALLIXG  possesses  a  well- 
rotnuleel  character  which  has  enabled  him  to  fill 
with  credit  to  himself  and  with  satisfaction  to  the 
comnnnn'ty  in  which  he  lives  any  position  to  which 
he  has  been  appointed  or  elected.  He  has  demon- 
strated a  high  degree  of  btisiness  ability,  and  pos- 
sesses that  industry  and  integrity  which  command 
universal  respect  and  insure  success. 

'Sir.  Ailing  is  a  direct  descendant  from  Roger 
Allen  (Ailing),  his  emigrant  ancestor,  who  came 
from  the  County  of  Bedford,  England,  and  finally 
settled  in  Xew  I'laven,  in  1639.  His  ancestors  (^tra- 
dition says)  were  the  Athelings  (^contracted  Ailing 
and  Allen),  who  located  in  the  north  of  England 
about  the  sixth  century.  Roger  Allen  (Ailing) 
was  one  of  the  original  settlers  and  early  land  hold- 
ers in  the  Colony  of  Xew  Haven.  He  was  given 
a  desirable  and  eligible  location  in  the  original  lay- 
out in  1 64 1,  his  residence  being  at  the  present  corner 
of  Church  and  George  streets.  He  was  received 
into  the  First  or  Centre  Church  in  1641.  Gov. 
Theophilus  Eaton  toi)k  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
fidelity,  and  then  administered  it  to  many  more,  and 
among  them  was  Roger  Allen  (Ailing).  He  was 
an  active  business  man,  and  held  many  offices  of 
trust ;  was  a  custom  hou->e  officer ;  a  sergeant  in  the 
first  military  company  :  and  the  first  and  only  elected 
treasurer  of  the  Colony  of  Xew  Haven  until  he  be- 
came ineligible,  bv  being  chosen  a  deacon  in  the 
First  or  Centre  Church,  in  1669,  which  office  he 
held  until  his  death,  on  Sept.  27,  1674.  In  1654, 
when  Rev.  John  Davenport  proposed  to  apply  to 
Gov.  Hopkins  and  the  General  Court  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  first  grammar  and  college  school  in 
the  Colonv  of  Xew  Flaven,  Roger  Allen  was  the 
first  to  respond  and  say  he  would  send  his  son 
there.  Several  donations  were  soon  after  received, 
and  in  1659  the  General  Court  instituted  the  first 
grammar  school  in  the  Colony,  at  Saybrook,  after- 
ward, in  1701,  organized  as  Yale  College. 

John  Allen  (Ailing),  son  of  Roger,  was  treas- 
urer of  Yale  College  from  1702  until  his  death,  in 
1717-  In  1683  he  was  secretarv  to  the  General 
Court  of  Connecticut,  with  Robert  Treat,  gover- 
nor, and  Samuel  Bishop,  deputy  governor.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Assejnbly  or  General  Court  for  twen- 
ty years,  and  his  name  appears  as  Alleii  until  1701, 
when  it  is  written  AlliTig,  although  his  name  ap- 
pears as  Ailing  at  an  earlier  date.  At  the  election 
of  May  12,  17CMJ.  when  Gurdon  Saltonstall  was  re- 
elected governor,  and  Xathan  Gould  deputy  govcr- 


i  nor,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  magistrates  or  '"Gov- 
[  erp,or"s  Council,"  to  which  office  he  was  re-elected 
for  several  years,  and  from  1704  to  17 14  he  was 
judge  iif  C(.'UiUy  conns,  and  held  otlier  offices  of 
tru^t.     His  descendants  were  of  a  tvpe  Xew  Eng- 
L'uid  is  proud  to  claim  as  peculiarlv  its  own — men 
who  make  lUe  most  of  their  surroundings,  who  joni 
I  honesty  to  thrift,  who  love  liberality  as  they  scorn 
'  extravagance,  and  they  have  contributed  their  share 
toward  gaining  those  priceless  treasures,  freedom 
and  indejiendence.  several  of  the  descendants  having, 
served  all  through  the  Revolutionarv  war  and  the 
war  of  I  Si  2  in  civil  and  military  capacitv. 

Sergt.  Sanniel  Allen  (  Ailing),  son  of  John,  born 
I  Sept.  7,  1645.  married,  Oct.  24.  1667,  Elizabeth 
;  \\"inston,  of  the  old  Cecil  ( Churchill-Marlborough^' 
\  families. 

!  Cajn.  Caleb  Allen  (Ailing),  son  of  Samuel,  mar- 
I  ried  ^Nlarch  19,  1 7 18,  Hannah  Bishop. 

Capt.  Charles  Ailing,  son  of  Caleb,  born  in 
I  1729,  married  Hannah  Dorman  Jan.  17,  1753.  He 
I  was  a  man  of  military  attainments,  was  in  the  en- 
i  gagemeiit  at  the  invasion  of  X'ew  Haven  by  the 
;  British,  Julv  5,  1779,  and  testifies  as  follovvs : 

I,  Charles  .-\lling-,  of  Xew  Haven,  of  lawful  age,  testify,, 
,  and  say,  that  I  saw,  e.xamined  and  assisted  in  huryin.g  Caf  t,. 
I  John  Gilbert,  Asa  'lodd  and  Joseph  Dorman.    That  Capt. 
lohn  Gilbert  was  shot  through  the  Icnee  and  then  appeared 
to  be  killed  with  a  club  as  his  head  was  very  much  bruised, 
and  a  Club  Bloody  lay  by  him.    That  no  wound  appeared 
!  u[)on  Asa  Todd,  except  he  was  pierced  with  a  Bayonet, 
t  one  through  the  head  and  twice  through  the  Body.  That 
!  Joseph  Dorman  had  his  Thigh  Broken  just  above  the  Knee^ 
1  but  it  appeared  tome,  to  have  been  done  with  a  stone, which 
I  lay  by  him  Bloody,  and  that  he  was  pierced  v.'ith  Bayonets, 
!  once  through  tlie  head  and  once  through  the  ijody,  but  no 
j  other  wounds. 

j  Ch.\rles  Allinc;, 

!       Sworn  to  before  Samuel  Bishop,  Jr.,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

i  Abraham  Ailing,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
I  subject,  was  born  ]\Iay  14,  1754,  and  married  Abi- 
I  gail  Dorman  about  177S.  He  was  selectman  of 
his  town  for  many  years,  and  became  one  of  the 
best-known  Connecticut  Congregational  ministers 
j  of  a  century  ago.  He  was  the  first  pastor  of  the- 
i  Congregational  Church  at  Whitnevville,  serving 
j  continuously  from  1795  to  1822.  He  was  ordained 
I  Oct.  19,  1797,  and  was  dismissed  in  1822,  at  his 
I  own  request ;  his  register  shows  that  he  solemnized 
[  324  marriages.  He  died  July  24,  1836,  aged 
j  eighty-two,  and  with  his  wife  is  buried  in  Hamden 
'  cemetery. 

Ezra  Ailing,  son  of  Abraham,  born  Julv  13,- 
j  1799,  married  Eliza  Warner  ^lay  25,  1S20.  He 
'  was  a  well-known  agriculturist  of  Hamden  and, 
Xorth  Haven.    He  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  Ham- 
'  den  cemetery. 

j       Charles  X'oyes  Ailing',  son  of  Ezra,  v.-as  born  at 
I  Hamden.  Feb.  22,  1822,  learned  the  carriage  maker's 
i  trade,  and  for  many  years  v.'as  a  successful  carriage 
I  maker.    About  1851  he  removed  to  Berlin,  where 
he  owned  and  operated  the  largest  carriage  factory 
in  the  town,  and  became  quite  well-to-do.    In  184S 
he  married  Delia  Angelinc  Baldwin,  her  mother 
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being;  Riunl.-i    W'cllos,  of  the    woll-kiiowu  Welles 
faniilv  of  W'eilier.-^tlelcl.    Both  parents  of  our  su'o-  | 
ieet  are  buried  in  W  c^t  Lane  e^'nietery,  Berlin,    in  ] 
l>olities  L'harles  X.  .Miing  was  a  Reimblican.  lie 
^erved  as  iii>tiee  oi  the  peace,  was  on  the  hoard  of  j 
relief  and  u;rand  jury  for  a  number  of  years,  and  ! 
tilled  various  otlu-r  minor  uffices.    lie  was  one  of  i 
the  foimders  and  an  active  member  of  t'.ie  b'irst 
Methodist  Episcopal  Lhtn-ch  at  Kensington,  and 
one  of  the  trustee,-,  until  bib  c'ealli,  Oct.  8,  1887,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-live  }ears. 

\\  illard  Ira  Ailing,  uur  bubjeet,  was  born  at 
Berlin,  near  hi>  present  residence  in  Kensington, 
^Jarch  2J,  1855.  liis  early  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  schools  of  Ijcrlin,  and  supplemented 
by  a  course  in  the  schools  of  Xew  Britain.  Re- 
turning to  Berlin,  lie  remained  with  his  father  two 
years,  then  took  a  special  course  at  the  carriage 
maker's  trade  with  the  well-known  carriage  builders 
of  riainville,  remaining  there  about  two  years. 
Mr.  Ailing  soon  after  took  charge  of  his  father's 
shops,  and  on  his  own  account  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  carriages,  which  he  continued  for  about 
twentv  vcars,  becoming  quite  well'  to-do,  and  re- 
tiring in  1893.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  business  and  in  the  management 
of  his  several  properties  in  Berlin,  Kensington  and 
Xew  Britain. 

Mr.  Ailing  married,  Dec.  5,  1877,  Harriet  Eliza- 
beth Upson,  who  was  born  Xov.  6,  1857,  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Drusilla  ( Allyn  j  Upson, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  and  are  buried  in 
A\'est  Lane  cemetery,  Berlin.  To  our  subject  have 
come  the  following"  children:  Benjamin  \\'il!ard, 
born  Xov.  7,  1879,  now  a  student  at  Dartmouth 
College;  George  Baldwin,  born  Aug.  23,  1882,  a 
student  in  the  X'ew  Britain  high  school ;  ]\Iarshall 
Louis,  born  Aug.  6,  1884,  a  student  at  the  Xew 
Britain  high  school ;  one  son  that  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  months  :Lulah  Elizabeth,  born  X'^ov.  9,  1890, 
a  pupil  of  the  Xew  Britain  schools ;  Lauretta  Delia, 
born  Jan.  25,  1894,  attending  the  Berlin  schools; 
and  Esther,  born  Sept.  i,  1896.  In  politics  IMr. 
Ailing  is  a  Republican.  He  has  represented  his 
town  at  various  Congressional,  County  and  Pro- 
bate conventions,  and  has  held  various  other  town 
offices ;  at  present  he  is  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Republican  executive  committee,  and  one  of  the 
auditors  of  the  town  accounts,  and  president  of  the 
West  Lane  Cemetery  Association.  Lie  is  a  member 
of  the  local  Grange,  and  served  as  secretary  of  the 
organization  for  two  }  ears.  He  is  an  attendant  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Kensington,  of  which 
]Mrs.  Ailing  is  a  member.  ]\Ir.  Ailing  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  influential  residents  of  Berlin,  and  is 
one  of  its  most  active  and  progressive  citizens. 

HEXRY  HAYDEN  OSBORXE  (deceased),  in 
his  day  a  well-known  and  highly  esteemed  farmer 
of  Haydens  Station,  town  of  Windsor,  was  truly 
a  remarkable  man.  When  nearing  his  eightieth 
birihday  he  was  as  active  as  one  thirty  years 
10 


younger,  though  he  was  dependent  upon  his  own  re- 
sources for  a  livelihood  since  a  child  of  th.ree  years, 
and  had  worked  hard  in  all  kinds  of  we:uher  and 
under  verv  difticult  circumstances,  being  knocked 
around  from  pkice  to  j'lace,  where  he  worked  at 
various   occupation-,  but  i)rinc!])ally  farming. 

-Mr.  L)bborne  v>  as  born  in  the  town  of  \\  indsor, 
Aug.  21,  1819,  a  son  of  iiarry  and  Keziah  \_Hayden) 
Osborne.    The  father  was  a  native  of  East  Windsor 
and  as  a  young  man  came  to  Windsor,  where  he 
married,  his  \vife  being  a  representative  of  the  old 
Hayden  familv  of  that  town.    She  died  when  our 
subject  was  but  four  years  old,  and  the  father,  who 
I  was  employed  throughout  life  as  a  farm  hand  in 
!  Windsor,  passed  awav  when  less  than  fifty  years  of 
j  age.    Of  their  four  children,  Julia  married  and  spent 
I  her  last  years  in  Hartford,  where  her  death  occur- 
red ;  and  two  daughters  died  in  infancy. 

H.  H.  Osborne,  the  only  survivor  of  this  farn- 
ily,  was  "put  out"  with  a  farmer  at  the  age  of  three 
j  years,  and  had  to  make  his  own  w'ay  in  the  world, 
j  working  at  first  as  chore  boy  for  his  board  and 
!  clothes.    Id  is  educational  privileges  were  limited  to 
I  a  short  attendance  at  the  schools  in  the  vicinity  of 
Haydens  Station.    At  the  age  of  eleven  year§  he 
went  to  Suffield,  and  later  worked  at  various  places 
for  dift'erent  men.      On  Oct.  2,  1865,  he  married 
3iliss  Jane  E.  tlatheway,  of  Sufiield,  a  daughter  of 
I  Lucius  and  }ilaria  (  Stanley)  Hatheway.    She  was 
born  Eeb.  11,  1831.    In  1866  Mr.  Osborne  returned 
i  to  Windsor,  and  worked  on  the  farm  of  Ephra'im 
I  A.  Judson,  at  Haydens  Station,  who  at  his  death 
j  gave  to  our  subject  the  place  for  taking  care  of  him. 
I       Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  aiid  3.1rs.  Os- 
!  borne,  namelv  Lotuse  H.,  an  estimable  young  lady 
j  who  resides  at  home  ;  and  Francis  H.,  an  employe  of 
the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 
Co.,  who  is  also  living  at  home.    The  latter  married 
Xettie  L.  Ashwell,  and  has  two  children  :  Frank  H. 
and  Harry  Frederick. 

In  the  course  of  his  life  'Sir.  Osborne  met  with 
many  serious  accidents,  including  broken  ribs  and 
arms,  an  injured  leg  and  other  painful  injuries  j  but 
notwithstanding  these  he,  in  his  old  age,  was  still 
well  preserved  and  very  active  and  energetic.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Democrat,  but  took  little  interest 
in  politics,  seldom  voting  except  at  Presidential 
elections.  ^Ir.  Osborne  died  July  31,  1899,  within 
three  weeks  of  his  eightieth  birthday,  and  after  an 
illness  of  only  three  days. 

JOHX  E.  ^lARTIX,  A.  B.,  .M.  D.,  has  brought 
thorough  preparation  to  the  practice  of  medicine. 
He  combines  with  his  professional  knowledge  of  the 
healing  art  a  remarkable  devotion  to  his  chosen 
profession  which  has  made  him  eminently  successful 
in  practice  and  one  of  the  recognized  leaders  of  the 
medical  fraternity  in  X'ew  Britain. 

The  Doctor's  fatlicrr,  3ilichael  ^Martin,  was  born 
in  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  son  of  a  farmer  and 
cattleman.    \\'licn  twelve  years  of  age  he  emigrated 


I 

COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


til  Vnicrica  nnd  scaled  at  Xow  York,  aticr  soiiic  linio 
inoving-  to  Connecticut,  aiivl  attcI•\var(i^  to  Massa- 
chusetts. Sometime  durins;'  the  'til ties  he  returned  to 
C'.MUiecticut  and  etahlished  himself  at  L"nca^vilIe. 
w  here  lor  many  }  eai  s  he  was  i.iv^ai^ed  in  a  manu- 
facturing indr,vtr_\ .  In  1S07  iie  moved  to  California, 
and  for  two  years  engaged  in  mining.  On  his  re- 
turn East  he  located  at  Alontville,  thence  removing 
to  Bristol,  where  he  lias  since  lived.  }^Iichacl  Martin 
is  a  self-made  man,  possessed  of  good  native  ability, 
and  has  'prospered  well  in  life.  In  his  political 
opinion  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  not  active  in  party  af- 
fairs, and  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
He  married  Elien  Gartland,  of  Count v  ^lonaghan, 
Ireland,  and  of  their  four  children  Margaret  is  dead; 
James  owns  and  manages  a  hotel  at  Xiles,  Cal. ; 
Mary  married  Alichael  Connors,  and  resides  at 
Bristol,  Conn.  The  mother  died  in  1SS6.  Michael 
^Martin  had  one  nrother,  Thomas  ^lartin,  a  wealthy 
and  successful  ranchman  of  Xiles,  Alameda  Co., 
Cal.,  now  deceased. 

John  E.  ^lartin,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  and  the  youngest  child  of  hir-  parents,  was 
born  Dec.  11,  1S66,  at  Uncasville,' Xew  London 
Co.,  Conn.  He  received  a  good  academic  education 
in  the  high  schools  of  Bristol  and  Hartford,  and 
upon  the  completion  of  his  studies  there  entered  St. 
Laurent  College,  a  branch  of  Xotre  Dame,  located 
five  miles  from  Montreal,  Canada,  and  remained  a 
student  for  several  years.  He  then  attended  St. 
Joseph  College,  at  Bardstown,  Ky.,  completing  the 
collegiate  course  and  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
in  1889.  At  the  college  he  was  reg;arded  as  a 
thorcingh  student,  and  was  remarkable  for  his  elo- 
cutionary powers.  He  next  entered  the  office  of 
Dr.  Horton  at  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  a  year  later  ma- 
triculated at  the  University  of  Xew  York,  whence  he 
was  graduated  in  April,  1892.  He  began  his  pro- 
fessional career  at  \\  insted,  Conn.,  in  April,  1892. 
In  February,  1S93,  he  removed  to  Xew  Britain,  in 
which  city  he  has  since  practiced  continuously.  He 
has  a  numerous  clientele,  drawn  from  a  radius  of 
ten  miles  around,  and  has  built  up  one  of  the  best 
practices  in  the  city.  He  is  visiting  physician  and 
surgeon  for  the  Xew^  Britain  General  Hospital ;  is 
a  member  of  the  City  ^vledical  Society,  belongs  to  the 
Allopathic  school  of  medicine,  and  devotes  a  consid- 
erable share  of  his  time  to  surgery,  in  wdiich  branch 
he  has  been  very  successful.  In  politics  the  Doctor 
is  a  Democrat,  but  he  is  not  strongly  partisan,  though 
his  elocutionary  gifts  fit  him  eminently  for  a  public 
speaker.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus, the  Foresters  of  America  and  the  K.  O.  T.  M., 
and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  fraternal  work. 
He  is  a  man  of  broad  culture,  has  traveled  exten- 
sively, is  a  thorough  business  man,  and  a  successful 
practitioner. 

Dr.  Martin  married,  on  Juy  17,  1894,  ^^largaret 
J.  Wheeler,  daugliter  of  Simon  Wheeler,  a  native 
of  King's  County,  Ireland,  and  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respected  residents  of  West  \\'insted.  Conn. 


I  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  West  Wiiisted  Iligii 
i  School,  also  of  the  .W'w  I'.ritain  .\orma!  Sc!i.>i;l,  ani] 
:  in  the  W'insted  schoi^ls  was  regarded  a>  a  mo>t  bril- 
liant inipil.  She  was  a  teacher  in  the  pui'lic  schools 
of  her  native  town  prior  to  her  marriage,  takmg 
j  high  rank  in  her  [)rofe^^ion.  To  Dr.  and  .Mrs. 
i  ^lartin  have  been  born  four  children,  Ideanor,  Ra- 
I  mona,  F.dward,  and  ^largaret. 

'  PHILIP  XDRTDX.  The  family  of  the  late 
I  Philip  Xorton  of  Kensington  is  descende*.!  from 
i  Le  Sieur  de  Xorville,  who  came  from  Xormandy  to 
I  England  in  September,  loOO.  Through  seven  gen- 
erations the  patron}niic  continued  in  its  French 
!  form,  altliough  in  time  Sieur  became  the  plain  Eng- 
j  lish  Sir.  A  son  of  the  tir>t  English  progenitor  mar- 
ried into  the  familv  of  Barr.  and  one  of  iiis  sons  into 
that  of  Dalba  Monte.  (Jther  matrimonial  connec- 
tions in  the  direct  line  of  descent  were  with  the  fam- 
I  ilies  of  XeW  itt  of  Ruby,  Dampre  Ci.iunt,  Sir  John 
I  Headoroke  and  a  Basingbroke.  It  was  at  this  period 
'  that  the  family  name  was  changed  to  Xorton,  the 
j  first  of  the  de  Xorvilles  to  take  tlie  Saxon  form  be- 
j  ing  Sir  John  Xorton,  who  married  Anne,  a  daiigh- 
i  ter-of  Lord  De  Grey,  of  Rutlim.  His  son  and 
I  grandson  both  bore  the  Christian  name  of  John,  and 
j  both  were  residents  of  Sharpenhow,  Bedfordshire, 
\  England.  John  (2)  was  twice  married,  his  second 
wite  (from  whom  the  Connecticut  Xortons  are  de- 
{  scended )  having  been  Jane,  a  daughter  of  John 
\  Cooper.  She  bore  her  husband  three  sons  and  one 
j  daughter.  One  of  tlie  sons,  Richard  Xorton,  be- 
;  came  the  husband  of  ]Margerv  Wingar.  also  of 
j  Sharpenhow.  Their  son,  \\  illiam,  was  also  twice 
1  married,  his  hrst  wife  being  Margaret,  a  daughter 
\  of  William  Harris,  and  his  second  Dennis  Chitsmley. 
I  The  first  of  the  family  to  emigrate  from  England 
I  to  America  were  the  two  brothers,  Thomas  and 
I  Francis,  sons  of  William.  Of  these  the  first  named 
;  was  the  great-great-great-grand  father  of  Philip 
j  Xorton.  He  lauded  at  Boston  and  removed  to  Guil- 
j  ford.  Conn.,  June  i,  1639,  he  and  his  wife,  Grace, 
!  Ijeing  among  the  first  settlers  of  that  town.  He  died 
!  there  in  1648. 

Thomas  X'orton  had  a  son  named  Thomas,  a 
'  resident  of  Saybrook,  wdio  was  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  Philip.  X'e.xt  in  the  line  of  descent 
I  is  Thomas  (3),  who  also  lived  in  Saybrook,  where 
!  he  reared  a  large  family.  His  son  Jedediah  Xor- 
i  ton,  the  grandfather  of  Philip,  came  from  Saybrook 
I  to  Wallingford  (  now  ^leriden  ).  In  time  he  became 
i  a  large  owner  of  realty,  making  his  home  in  Berlin 
I  on  a  large  tract  of  land  wdiich  he  purchased,  situatetl 
j  on  the  main  road  between  Hartford  and  Xew  Haven. 
:  sfjme  two  miles  south  of  what  is  now  Worthington 
!  village,  and  about  a  mile  north  of  the  boundary  line 
j  between  P»erlin  and  3.1eriden.  which  also  separates 
I  the  counties  of  Hartforrl  and  Xew  Haven.  He  was 
I  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Eunice  Cowles, 
j  of  Merickn,  1)y  wh.om  he  had  two  children.  In  1746, 
'  after  her  death,   he  was  united   with   .\chsah,  a 
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(lauylitor  ut  l>aao  Xort.ui.  \\lu>  was  a  son  of  Thomas 
Xorion  (31,  incntioiKHl  alui\o. 

Isaac  .\urtiin!  t!ic  maternal  gToat-^ranil fatlicr 
of  I'hilip  Xort'Mi.  was  horn  m  I"arniin;^ion  in  i<_>8o, 
anil  died  in  1703.  ilc  was  thi-  husliand  of  Khza- 
hcth  (lalpin,  of  Stafiord,  whom  ho  married  in  1707. 
11c  was  known  as  En>i_qn  and  Licuunar.t  Xort-ni, 
was  a  merchant  of  Worthiiii^ton  (^now  llcrlin).  and 
one  of  tlic  wealthiest  citizens  of  the  town,  lie  was 
famed  for  liis  piety,  and  was  lield  in  high  esteem. 
Achsali  was  born  jnne  10.  17^1,  and  diea  Aug.  8, 
1805,  having  borne  iter  husband  eight  children.  He 
and  his  family  were  among  the  hrst  members  of  the 
Congregational  Lln;rch,  and  he  was  the  donor  of 
the  lirst  organ  which  the  society  ever  owned,  and 
one  of  the  first  two  imported  into  America,  and 
which  was  destroyed  t)v  lire  in  the  burning  of  the 
church  building.  Jedediah's  son  Samuel,  the  fa- 
tlicr  of  the  late  Pliilip  Norton,  was  born  Sept.  30, 
1759,  in  that  part  of  Karmington  wh!ch  is  now  Ber- 
lin, the  place  of  his  birth  being  the  present  home- 
stead, still  owned  and  occupied  by  decendants  of 
the  Norton  name.  In  November,  ,  1775,  when  a 
mere  boy  of  sixteen  years,  he  cnlisled  in  the  Con- 
tinental army,  re-enlisting  in  ^lay  and  July,  1777, 
and  again  in  July,  1779.  He  was  present  at  the 
siege  of  Boston,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  He  also  served  with  the  New  Haven 
coast  guard,  aided  in  repelling  the  British  invasion 
of  that  town,  and  passed  through  the  war  without 
a  wound.  He  was  also  a  delegate  from  Berlin  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention  in  1818.  On  Jan.  22, 
1789,  he  married  Phcebe  P2dwards,  who  was  born 
Feb.  19,  1770,  in  Meriden,  wdiich  was  then  a  part  of 
Wallingford.  Ten  children  were  born  to  them, 
none  of  whom  are  living.  Samuel  Norton  was  an 
exceedingly  prosperous  farmer,  also  a  sagacious  in- 
vestor in  stocks  and  other  securities,  and  was  con- 
sidered, in  his  dav,  a  verv  wealthy  man.  He  di;d 
Oct.  27,  1832.  His  wife  survived  him  for  many 
years,  and  both  now^  rest  in  the  South  bury.ng- 
^round  at  Berlin. 

Philip  Norton  was  born  March  2,  1801,  in 
Berlin.  His  school  davs  ended,  he  followed  a  cus- 
tom then  very  common  among  young  nien  in  that 
section  of  the  State,  and  started  on  a  trip  through 
the  South,  peddling  tinware  made  in  his  native  town. 
On  his  return  home  he  settled  down  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer.  He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  al- 
ways aided  any  enterprise  likely  to  benefit  the  town. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religious  affili- 
ations a  L'niversalist,  although  the  Society  of  that 
creed  in  Berlin  was  dissolved  before  his  death. 

Mr.  Norton  was  married,  [March  28,  1835.  to 
Elizabeth  Newberry,  who  was  born  May  31,  1810, 
in  Wethersfield,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Martha  (Dickinson)  Newberry.  'J'he  Newberry 
family  was  one  of  the  most  ])rominent  Colonial 
families  of  Windsor.  The  children  of  this  mar- 
riage were  three  sons  and  four  daughters:  Samuel, 
the  eldest,  lives  in  San  Francisco:  John  married 


Ann  Jeanie  Ford,  of  I'.erlin.  where  he  resides  and 
is  prominent  in  town  atYairs;  Henrietta  is  the  wife 
of  i\.  A.  Moore,  postmaster  of  Kensnigton  ;  George 
Benjamin  is  conneclcii  with  the  wholesale  paper 
wareheiuse  of  C.  1'-.  Hewitt  &  Brei.s.,  of  New  York; 
The  remaining  children  live  together  in  the  family 
homestead,  one  of  the  most  picturesque  places  in  the 
town.  Mr.  Norton  passed  awav  in  1880,  at  his  res- 
idence in  lierlin,  and  was  laiel  to  rest  in  Berlin  cem- 
etery. 

HENRY  MARTYN  ROBBIXS  (tleceased) 
was  for  many  years  one  of  the  honored  and  esteemed 
citizens  of  Newington,  a  man  whose  well-spent  and 
charitable  lite  commanded  the  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  was  brought  in  contact 

A  native  of  Connecticut,  ]\lr.  Robbins  was  born 
-lug.  10,  1839,  i^'it;  old  homestead,  at  Newing- 
ton, Hartford  count}-,  in  the  house  where  his  widow 
now  makes  her  home.  Cnni  Robbins,  his  fatlier, 
j  was  born  on  the  adjoining  farm  (the  one  on  which 
j  }ilrs.  F.  J.  Warner  now  lives),  married  Sarah  Dun- 
;  ham,  and  died  when  about  seventy  }-ears  of  age. 
I  He  was  a  son  of  L'nni,  who  was  a  son  of  Unni, 
whose  father  was  the  first  of  the  family  in  the  United 
!  States,  coming  from  England  and  settling  in  New- 
I  ington.  The  ancestors  were  all  farmers  by  occupa- 
I  tion,  honorable  and  industrious  men,  and  good  citi- 
I  zens. 

i       Our  subject  received  a  liberal  education,  in  part 
!  at  the  Newington  public  schools,  and  in  part  at 
:  Newington  Academy,  snbsequcndy  continuing  his 
I  studies  at  Cheshire  and  Harlem,  and  in  ih."  meantime 
I  gaining  considerable  experience  in  agriculture  on 
j  the  home  farm..    At  about  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
I  he  went  to  Nov/  York  City,  wlure  he  clerked  for  a 
i  time,  and  later  took  up  his  resicLnce  in  Hartford, 
in  lliat  city  carrying  on  a  fnr:i.lure  bus'ness  in  part- 
ncrsiiip  \\'.\.\\  Mr.  Robbins  aixl  M^.  Winship,  under 
the  li-11  name  of  Robb  ns  &  Wi:iship.    At  the  end 
of  about  four  years  Mr.  Robbins.  on  account  of  the 
death  of  his  father,  wdthdrew  fror.i  the  concern,  re- 
i  turned  home  and  assumed  exclusive  control  of  the 
I  farm,  and  passed  the  remamder  of  his  life  there, 
d_\  ing  Dec.  27,  1898.    His  home  was  built  by  Tim- 
\  othy  Stanley,  and  bought  by  his  father,  Unni  Rob- 
bins.   Besides  engaging  in  general  farming,  our 
I  subject  dealt  largely  in  tobacco,  growing  consider- 
:  able  quantities  each  year.      He  was  thoroughly 
public-spirited,  widely   known   and   generally  re- 
spected, perhaps  more  so  than  any  other  man  in 
i  Xewington  and  vicinity,  and  was  prominent  and  gen- 
erous in  all  public  affairs.    Pie  was  mainly  instru- 
I  mental  in  getting  the  electric  street-car  line  estab- 
i  lished  between  Xewington  and  New  Britain,  giving 
right  of  way  through  some  two  miles  of  land,  be- 
sides giving  financial  aid  an.d  lending  his  influence 
in  securing  money  donations  for  the  same  purpose. 
I  He  also  gave  to  the  town  a  lot  on  Main  street. 
[  v.'hereon  to  build  a  library,  if  the  town  should  so 
'  wish.    At  his  death  he  left  five  thousand  dollar^ 
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to  the  Hcclcsiasiical  Society  (^CotigTogaiional 
Church  ),  and  one  thousand  dollars  to  tiie  L'lnklrcn'b 
Home. 

Lhi  May  lo,  1875,  !Mr.  Kub'oiiis  was  ui:ited  in 
marriage  with  -Miss  Sarah  Frances  Kellogg,  who 
Avas  born  Oct.  4,  1851,  in  North  Carolina,  one  of  the 
family  of  hve  clnldren  uf   -Martin  and  I'alience 
(Cordonj  Kellogg,  both  now  deceased,  the  father 
being  buried  in  .\cwington,  ihe  mother  in  North 
Careiiina.    Mr.  Kellogg  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Xewingtii-n,  Hartfortl "county,  where  he  received  his  , 
earlier  education,  subsequently  taking  a  course  at 
Yale  College,  where  he  was  graduated,  and  soon 
afterward  going  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  estab-  \ 
lishcd  a  scliool  tor  boys.    He  married  and  continued 
to  reside  there,  but  died  in  Hartford,  where  he  had  ; 
come  for  treatment  during  his  last  illness.  , 

Mr.  Robbins,  as  is  also  his  widow,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  toward  which  he  ■ 
was  very  liberal  01  his  means,  and  he  was  also  con- 
nected with  the  Grange.      -\  stanch  Democrat,  he 
■was  firm  ni  his  political  creed,  but  never  obtrusive 
or  radical;  in  1876-77  (^one  termj  1"^;  served  in  the 
Legislature  with  credit  and  ability,  and  for  some  j 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years  he  was  a  selectman  of  the  | 
town.    During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  sent  a 
substitute,  and  in  many  other  ways  proved  his  loyalty  ' 
to  the  cause  of  tlie  Union.    His  public  and  private 
life  were  alike  above  reproach,  and  his  widow,  a 
most  estimable  lady,  fullv  shares  in  the  high  regard 
accorded  her  husband.  j 

PIERRE  DESNOYERS  PELTIER,  M.  D.,  of 
Hartford,  founder  of  the  P'armington  N'alley  San- 
atorium, at  Collinsville,  and  a  pln  sician  of  distinc- 
tion in. the  profession,  has  descended  from  an  his- 
toric ancestry. 

Dr.  I'eltier  was  born  Nov.  15,  1835,  in  Fort  Gra- 
tiot. Alich.,  siju  of  Charles  and  luuilv  (Parmelyj 
Peltier,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  ^Michael  Pelletier,  : 
Sieur  de  la  Prade.  Seigneur  de  Gentilly ;  and  of 
Francois  Pelletier,  wlio  was  one  of  th.e  founders  of 
Detroit.  Charles  Peltier,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  serving 
as  an  adjutant :,  he  was  later  post  trader  at  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind..  and  was  killed  by  the  Indians. 

Charles  Peltier  (2),  our  subject's  father,  was  ; 
an  historic  character  in  the  earlv  history  of  Micni- 
gan.  He  was  po^t  trader  at  I'ort  Gratiot,  and  af- 
terward for  a  number  of  years  com])troller  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  Detroit.  }vlrs.  Emily  (Parmely) 
Peltier,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  after  tlie  death 
of  he'r  husband  was  again  married,  to  Simri  Col- 
lins, and  under  the  name  of  Emily  Parmely  Collins 
is  w^idely  known  as  a  woman  suffragist  and  writer 
on  economics.  Her  father,  James  Parmely,  was  a 
patriot  of  the  Revohition.  '  \ 

Cur  sul)ject's  education  was  received  at  Alace-  : 
don  (  N.  Y. )  Academy  and  in  the  University  of 
Michigan.    He  was  graduated  from  the  Medical 
Department  of  lintt'aio  Cniversitv  in  i860,  which  , 


conferred  upon  liim  the  degree  of  AL  D.,  then  for  a 
peri(->d  was  engaged  in  hospital  practice,  developing 
a  taste  and  aptitude  for  surgery.  C)n  -N-Ug.  Ii,  180.:. 
he  was  conmiissione' 1  assistant  surgeon  ot  the  I26tl\. 
N.  V.  \  .  1.,  and  during  tlse  .-umnier  of  18(14  served 
as  po-t  surgeon  at  Martin-burg.  W.  \'a.  While  at 
this  point  it  was  within  the  pro\ince  of  Surgeon 
I'eltier  to  render  to  his  cuuntr\  most  valuable  aid, 
which  was  greatly  appreciated  bv  the  ceimmandiiig 
general  through  a  letter  of  acknowledgment.  Thi^- 
service  was  in  the  line  of  imparting  inlormation,  to 
Gen.  -Averill,  of  a  prop(_ised  Rebel  raid  which  en- 
dangered his  command  of  capture,  in  a  history  of 
the  regiment  of  which  Dr.  i'eltier  was  surgeon  it 
is  stated  that:  "Surgeon  Peltier  had  the  full  confi- 
dence of  the  officers  and  men  under  his  charge,  as 
well  as  of  his  medical  associates,  by  his  skill  and 
success  as  a  physician  and  surgeon,  and  endeared 
himself  to  all  by  his  uniform  kindness,  his  genial 
and  social  qualities. as  a  gentleman,  and  by  his  tui- 
failing  fund  of  wit  and  humor,  that  never  required 
a  victim."  -\t  the  close  of  the  war  Dr.  I'eltier 
located  at  Clifton  Springs,  N.  V.,  and  later  at 
Cornwall-on-the-Hudson,  practicing  there  until 
1871,  when  he  located  in  Hartford,  Conn.;  he  has, 
by  his  ability,  energy,  obliging  disposition  and  en- 
gaging manners,  built  up  a  large,  lucrative  prac- 
tice, and  attained  high  rank  in  the  profession. 

Dr.  Peltier,  from  close  observation  and  stuely 
through  years  of  experience  and  contact  with  the 
world,  became  impressed  with  the  desire  of  estab- 
lishing a  retreat  for  persons  suffering  with  nervous 
and  chronic  diseases,  believing  that  in  so  doing  iie 
would  accomplish  what  in  time  would  be  greatly 
ajjpreciated  by  the  thousands  of  men  and  women 
throughout  the  country  so  atllicted,  and  that  such 
an  institution  would  redound  to  his  honor.  In  this 
age  of  hurry  and  bustle  the  average  business  man 
is  so  interested  in  the  success  of  his  enterprise  that 
the  strain,  with  little  or  no  relaxation,  sooner  or 
later  breaks  him  down,  and  he  finds  himself  a  ner- 
vous wreck.  Such  diseases  require  expert  treat- 
ment, and  in  a  place  of  quiet,  where  the  patient  can 
have  an  entire  change  of  scenerv,  with  inviting, 
cheering  and  restful  surreundings.  Carrying  out 
his  ideas  in  the  line  indicated,  Dr.  Peltier  has  estab- 
lished the  Farmington  \'alley  Sanatorium  at  an  ideal 
country  seat,  Collinsville,  near  Hartford,  and  beau- 
tifully leicated  on  the  Farmington  river,  where  the 
surroundings  are  just  such  as  are  desireil.  The  re- 
treat or  home  itself  is  handsome  and  cheerful,  it 
being  newl}-  furnished  throughout;  spacious  veran- 
das are  on  the  first  and  second  stories,  and  the  honie 
pleasant  in  i^^eneral.  Beautiful  drives  are  on  all 
sides  through  the  grounds,  which  are  well  studded 
witli  trees  and  shrubbery.  .\.  bountiful  supplv  of 
pure  sprini:^  water  is  at  haiid,  while  the  air  of  the 
New  England  climate  is  invigorating.  Here  also 
Dr.  Peltier  has  gathered  about  him  a  staff'  of  compe- 
tent jjliysicians  and  surgeons  who  have  acquired  a 
rei)utation  for  themselves,  and  the  Sanatorium  is 
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rajiiilly  conuni;-  iiUi'  notice,  aii'l  has  a  ln■OIni^ing■ 

1 1: ;  II 10. 

!>.  roiticr  has  bci-'ii  iv.cilical  director  of  the  Xa- 
li.  nal  Lite  Association  ut  Hartford,  and  for  a 
do^eu  or  more  vears  has  Ixen  president  of  the  Board 
of  I  lilted  States  I'ension  Examiners  fc.>r  Hartford, 
ite  is  now  and  has  been  since  its  ori^anizati'in  a 
nuniix'r  of  Robert  L).  I'vler  I'ost,  A.  K..  ai 
Hartford.  At  the  reunion  of  the  uoth  X.  Y.  \\ 
].,  at  Ciettvsl  urg.  I'enn.,  he  dehvered  the  address 
cxinimemorative  ui  the  occasion.  1  he  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  Aran-  of  'die  Potomac,  the  Army 
ir.id  Xavy  Ckib,  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and 
a  member  of  other  fraternal  organizations,  lie  is 
also  a  member  of  the  American  Association  of  Ur- 
iticial  Surgerv,  of  the  American  Institute  of  llome- 
opathv,  and  was  also  president  of  the  State  Homeo- 
pathic Association  ot  Connecticut. 

On  Aug.  10.  1859.  Dr.  Peltier  was  married  to 
!Maria  Reed,  wli'j  is  a  great-granddaugluer  of 
George  Reed,  a  s.^Idier  of  the  Revolution,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  Joseph  Mygatt,  one  of  the  first  settlers 
( and  one  of  tiie  founders  of  the  Center  Congrega- 
tional Church)  of  Hartford.  The  three  cluldreu 
born  to  this  union  are  Florence  Perry,  Frank  Hast- 
ings Hamilton  i'eltier,  M.  D.,  cud  Frederick  Des- 
noyers  Peltier,  of  Xew  York  City. 

HOX.  DAXIEL  EDWARD  BRADLEY. 
Prominent  among  the  energetic,  enterprising  and 
successful  business  men  of  Berlin,  Hartford  county, 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 
He  possesses  untiring  energy,  is  quick  of  perception, 
forms  his  plans  readily,  and  is  determined  in  their 
execution  :  and  his  close  application  to  business  and 
his  excellent  management  have  brought  to  him  the 
prosperity  which  is  to-day  his. 

]\Ir.  Bradley  was  born  in  East  Jaffrey,  X".  H., 
May  16,  iS6j,  a  son  of  Dr.  Oscar  Holmes  Bradley, 
who  was  born  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  1826.  and  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  for  many 
years.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Julia  Ann  Spaulding,  was  born  in 
1S31.  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lucinda  (Perkins) 
Spaulding,  natives  of  Fitzwilliam,  X.  H.  The 
paternal  grandfather.  Jeremiah  Bradley,  married 
Margaret  Holmes,  of  Londonderry,  X.  H.,  and 
they  died  and  were  buried  at  South  Royalston, 
^Massachusetts. 

Daniel  E.  Bradley,  subject  of  this  sketch,  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth  at  home,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  public  schools  of  Jaffrey,  X.  H.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  entered  IDarmouth  College, 
where  he  pursued  both  a  scientific  and  civil  engi- 
neering course.  After  his  graduation  he  had  charge 
of  the  Hoosac  tunnel  and  Wilmington  railroad  .as 
chief  engineer,  with,  headquarters  at  Readsboro,  \'t., 
having  become  connected  with  that  road  during  va- 
cations, and  with  this  companv  he  remained  until 
Octolx-r.  1883.  The  following  two  years  he  was  as- 
sistant engineer  for  the  Boston  Bridge  Works,  and 


!  for  the  same  length  of  time  had  charge  lU'  the  draft- 
I  ing  depariuKiu  tor  the  ilerlin  Iron  Bridge  Lo.,  at 
\  i-ast  Ilerlin,  Conn.    Un  resigning  thai  position  he 
went  to  St.  Albans,  \  t.,  where  he  served  as  inaiia- 
ger  and  treasurer  for  the  \  ernunit  ConslructiiiU  Co. 
i  lor  two  years,  and  was  then  elected  vice-president, 
;  which  office  he  held  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
;  1  hat  firm  did  general  contracting  and  bridge  work. 
I  When  he  resigned  that  position  he  returned  to  East 
j  Berlin,  Conn.,  and  was  manager  of  the  highvvay 
j  bridge  department  of  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co. 
j  until  189S,  when  he  was  made  manager  of  the  con- 
tracling  department,  and  now  has  full  charge  of 
'  making  all  contracts,  etc.    Mr.  Bradley  has  proved 
a  most  efficient  man  for  tlu:  place,  and  under  his 
able  management  the  business  of  the  company  has 
steadily  increased. 

On  Dec.  31,  1883,  INlr.  Bradley  married  Miss 
i  Anna  Samson,  who  was  born  in  Roxbury,  \'t.,  ]May 
j  3,  18C2,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Margaret  Sam- 
j  son.    Her  father  died  a  number  of  years  ago.  Mr. 
j  and  Mrs.  Bradley  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
j  children  :  Lucile  Ivatherine,  born  ^lay  27,  1S87,  is 
!  now  attending  the  Worthington  private  school  in 
Berlin;  [Marguerite  Julia,  Ijorn  April  16,  1889.  is  a 
pupil  in  the  same  private  school ;  Ruth,  born  June  7, 
1891,  died  Oct.  13,  1893;  and  Edith  Xarcissa,  born 
Sept.   II,   1893,  is  attending  ]Miss  Roys'  private 
school  in  Berlin. 

In  1894  ]Mr.  Bradley  erected,  on  \\'ortliington 
avenue,  Berlin,  a  very  beautiful  residence  with  all 
modern  improvements.  At  this  hospitable  home  the 
many  friends  of  the  familv  delight  to  congregate. 
Politically  }ilr.  Bradley  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
on  the  party  ticket  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  1897.  Although  Berlin  township  gave 
President  3ilclvinley  a  majority  of  251  votes,  Mr. 
Bradley  defeated  the  Republican  candidate,  !NL  E. 
Jacobs,  by  68  votes,  a  fact  which  plainlv  indicates 
his  personal  popularity,  and  the  confidence  and  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  New  Britain  Club,  of  Xew 
I  Britain,  Conn.;  the  Engineers  Club,  of  X'ew  Y'ork; 
the  Country  Club,  of  Farmington,  Conn. ;  the  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Civil  Engineers;  and  is  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Connecticut  Civil 
Engineers  Association.  He  is  prominent  in  both 
business  and  social  circles,  and  is  one  of  the  best- 
known  men  of  his  community. 

ALLEX  A.  ROBBLXS  (deceasecO.  The  Rob- 
bins  family  for  four  generations  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  historv  and  development 
of  Rocky  Hill.  In  all  this  time  there  has  never  been 
one  of  this  historic  name  who  has  failed  to  take  an 
active  i)art  in  the  official  administration  of  public 
affairs  in  this  locality.  The  earliest  member  of  the 
family  of  whom  any  record  has  been  preserved  was 
one  John  Robbins,  who  built  the  red  brick  home- 
stead which  is  still  standing  upon  the  Robbins  farm. 
I  He  was  the  great-grandfather  of  .\llen  A.,  and  the 
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grand latlur  of  Allen  ( i  ).  who  was  the  son  of  Jacob, 
gTca t I oat-!^ra nelson  of  the  original  John  Robhins, 
gentleman. 

Jacob  Kobbins,  granilfallier  of  our  subject,  was 
first  niarrieil  to  Chloe  Williams,  who  bore  him  three 
cliildren  :  Elias,  Silas,  and  Allen  (who  is  referred 
to  below  ).  The  mother  of  these  children  died,  and 
he  then  married  Eunice  W  ebster,  by  whom  he  be- 
came the  father  of  five  chikh  en :  Austin,  Moses, 
Chloe,  Silas  and  Eunice. 

Allen  Robhins,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
about  the  year  1779,  on  the  old  homestead,  and  was 
an  eijiinently  successful  farmer,  lie  married 
Amelia  lUilkley.  and  to  their  union  came  the  fol- 
lowing cliildren:  Thomas,  born  October,  1806,  died 
at  Rocky  liill  in  1894;  Chloe  \\'.,  born  Jan.  9,  1808, 
married  b^rederick  Marsh,  and  died  in  June,  1S98; 
]Mary  A.,  born  in  July,  1810,  died  in  May,  1890; 
Allen  A.,  our  subject,  born  in  1816,  died  Oct.  7, 
1900;  Abigail  \\'..  born  in  1819,  married  Rev.  Joshua 
Maynard,  and  died  in  ^lay.  1847;  Emily  W.,  born 
Jan.  9,  1S22,  became  the  wife  of  Rob.-rt  Sugden,  of 
Rocky  Hill.  Tlic  father  died  at  his  home  m  1852, 
the  motlier  on    Oct.  4,  1847. 

Allen  A.  Robhins  received  his  early  training 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  it  did  not  greatlv  vary 
from  that  obtained  by  most  farmers'  lads  in  the 
early  days  of  Connecticut  history.  He  remained  on 
this  farm  tmtil  after  his  marriage,  in  1S40,  to  Abby 
Ann  Goodrich.  In  the  same  year  he  went  with  his 
^vife  to  live  upon  the  farm  of  her  grandfather,  and 
there  remained  some  six  years,  or  until  the  death  of 
his  wife,  which  occurred  Aug.  4,  1846.  Shortly 
afterward  he  returned  to  his  father's  home,  where 
he  remained  until  November,  1898,  when  he  made 
his  home  with  his  daughter.  To  iNIr.  and  !Mrs. 
Robbins  were  born  two  children:  (i)  Thomas  EI., 
born  in  Xovember,  1841,  is  a  graduate  of  Yale 
University,  having  received  his  degree  in  18G8.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  in  Company  H, 
25th  Conn.  \'.  E,  and  distinguished  himself  re- 
peatedly b\-  acts  of  personal  bravery.  He  is  a  civil 
engineer  by  profession,  and  a  resident  of  Oklahoma 
Territory.  (2J Annie  A.,  born  July  15,  1845,  is  the 
wife  of  William  G.  Robbins,  a  farmer  and  also  the 
town  clerk  of  Rocky  Hill,  and  they  have  had  six 
children. 

Allen  A.  Robbins  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  upon  the  farm,  and  his  career  may  be  said  to 
have  been  devoid  of  anv  events  of  striking  interest; 
yet  his  unassailable  integrity,  liis  unvarying  fidelity 
to  truth,  and  his  genial,  kindly  disposition,  endeared 
him  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Eor  many 
years  he  was  chosen  In-  his  townspeople  as  selectman, 
the  duties  of  which  ofifice  he  discharged  with  the  same 
fidelity  with  which  he  entered  ujjon  every  task  that 
fell  across  his  way.  When  a  youth  of  twenty  years 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Stale  militia,  and  rose 
to  the  rank  of  cai)tain  of  his  company.  He  was  a 
devout  aiid  con'-istent  memb'er  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  its  support  and 


work.  It  is  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Robl)ins,  quiet,  un- 
assuming and  trustworthy,  that  Xew  England  may 
well  be  ]>roud. 

!  IlOX.  WIEEIS  HEXRV  CPSOX.  treasurer 
[  and  secretary  of  the  Rcrlin  Savings  Eank,  and  who 

for  years  has  been  successfuUv  eni;aged  in  mercan- 
j  tile  pursuits  at  Kensington  (lierlinj,  has  descended 
j  from  one  of  the  early  substantial  families  of  Xew 

England. 

Mr.  Upson  was  born  ?\larch  29,  1858.  in  Derliiu 
son  of  W  illiam  and  Mary  1  1  lart  1  L  p-^on,  and  grand- 
son of  Thomas  Epson,  whose  ancestors  were  from 
rvlassachusetts.  Thomas  Lpson  was  a  thrifty 
farmer  in  the  town  of  Wolcott.  and  owned  consid- 
erable land.  He  married  Jerusha  Upson.  William 
E'pson.  our  subject's  father,  was  horn  July  2,  1825, 
in  \\  olcott,  Conn.,  in  winch  town  he  was  partially 
reared  and  schooled,  the  family  moving  when  Will- 
iam was  thirteen  to  Kensington.  On  reaching  man- 
hood he  was  married  to  Marv,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Eucy  ( Dickin.son  )  Hart,  of  Berlin,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased,  and  their  remains  rest  in 
the  Kensington  cemeterv.  Mr.  Ui)son  has  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Kensington,  and  covering  the  long 
period  of  sixty  and  more  years  he  has  been  a  useful 
man  in  the  community  and  a  good  citizen.  He  was 
a  Whig  in  the  days  of  that  party,  and  on  its  disso- 
lution allied  himself  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  since  strongly  advocated  its  principles.  He 
has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in  matters  pertaining 
to  the  good  of  the  community,  and  the  best  interests 
of  the  town.  He  has  not  aspired  to  office,  yet  has 
held  several,  among  them  that  of  selectman  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  relief.  He  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  Grange,  and  active  in  its 
interests  during  the  existence  of  the  local  organi- 
zation. Since  1870  he  has  been  a  deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church.  His  first  wife  died  June 
30,  1871,  and  Eeb.  23,  1874,  he  married  (second) 
Aurelia.  daughter  of  Isaac  Hough,  a  tanner  of 
\\'olcott.  She  died  Aug.  18,  1898,  since  which 
period  the  luisband  has  made  his  home  with  his 
son  Arthur,  in  Kensington.  The  children  born  to 
the  first  marriage  of  William  E'pson  are  as  fol- 
lows: (i)  Willis  EE.  our  subject,  is  mentioned  at 
length  farther  on.  (2)  Eucy  J.,  born  March  26, 
i860,  married  Jan.  4.  1887,  Charles  Woodward 
Cary.  a  merchant  of  Montevallo.  Ala.  (3)  Arthur 
\\'.,  born  June  25,  i8'')3,  married  Oct.  3,  18S9, 
!\[iss  Alice  E.  Peck,  who  was  born  Jan.  8,  1865. 
daughter  of  Eangdon  J.  ami  Hannah  (Kenncy) 
Peck,  of  Kensington.  Arthur  E']ison  is  now  practic- 
ing law  with  E.  E.  Ilungerford,  of  Xew  Britain. 
His  children  are  Claire  P..  born  Eeb.  6,  189 1  ; 
Everett  E..  born  June  19,  1892:  and  Stewart  Ar- 
thur, born  May  10,  1894.  (4)  Alice  C.  I)orn  June 
9.  i8''iS.  married  .Sept.  17.  1890,  Sidney  M.  Cowles, 
who  is  in  the  retail  meat  business  in  Kensington; 
his  children  arc:  Helen  M.  born  July  13,  1891  : 
'  and  Edward  E'.,  born  Xov.  li,  1892.     (5)  Mary 
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Hart,  l)orn  April  15,  1871.  married  in  October, 
1895,  Howard  j.  Tratt.  of  Hartford,  who  is  con- 
nected willi  the  Sage  ^:  Allen  store  of  that  citv. 

Our  snhject's  hovhooil  was  mainly  jia.-sed  in  the 
towns  of  llerlin  and  Xew  liritain  :  he  attended  the 
connnon  schools  of  the  former,  and  the  Camp  scIkkiI 
in  Xew  Uritain.  After  his  school  davs  were  over 
liC  began  his  bnsiness  career  as  a  clerk  in  the 
shipi)ing--room  of  the  g^as-littintj  tle[)artmcnt  of  the 
ISradlev  &  Hubhanl  Manufactnring  Co.,  of  Meri- 
den.  Conn.  After  some  lonr  years"  service  with  this 
company  lie  became  assistant  paymaster  at  the  Ken- 
singto?!  branch  of  the  I'eck,  Stow  &  W  ilcox  Co., 
and  served  as  snch  for  two  years.  I'ollowing-  this 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Kensington  in  18SS.  re- 
taming  this  position  eight  vears.  He  is  now  lo- 
cated in  the  new  Iniilding,  having  erected  near 
the  station  a  large  three-story  block  in  which  he 
established  his  present  mercantile  business.  Since 
1888  Mr.  L'pson  has  been  treasurer  and  secretary 
of  the  15erlin  Savings  Dank,  an  instit  ition  that  was 
incorporated  in  1873,  ^^^^^  which  William  Bulke- 
ley  is  now  the  presider.t.  I\Ir.  Upson  is  also  a  di- 
rector of  the  institution.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  and  successful  business  men 
of  r>erlin.  His  public  spirit  and  enterprise  are  evi- 
denced in  his  elegant  business  block,  referred  to  in 
the  foregoing.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  as  such  has  been  active  and  influential ; 
he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief  in  Berlin; 
in  1895  he  was  a  representative  from  his  town  in 
the  State  Legislature.  I'raternally  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Royal  .\rcanum  Lodge,  Xo.  1105,  Xew 
Britain. 

On  May  23.  1883.  at  W'olcott.  Conn..  Mr.  Upson 
was  married  to  Miss  Clara  Eliza  W  arner,  who  was 
born  Dec.  24,  1859,  daughter  of  Erastus  and  Eliza 
J.  Warner,  of  \\  olcott,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in 
Kensington,  in  1899,  and  is  buried  in  Plymouth, 
Conn.  The  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  as  follows:  Harold  Warner,  born  ]\Iarch 
19,  1886:  Warren  William.  Xov.  22,  iS87;.and 
Lura  Hart,  July  16,  1891.  The  parents  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Kensington  Congregational  Church,  and 
the  father  has  for  years  been  treasurer  and  clerk 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society.  Both  take  an  active 
part  in  church  work,  and  are  among  its  liberal 
supporters. 

EDWTX  BLSHOP  HH'.BARD.  who  passed 
away  March  17,  1877,  is  well  remembered  l»y  the 
older  and  many  of  the  younger  residents  of  Man- 
chester. Hartford  county,  as  a  citizen  who  always 
liad  the  interests  of  his  community  at  heart,  and  as 
a  man  of  high  moral  character  and  recognized  worth. 
He  was  the  pioneer  merchant  in  the  town.  and.  rising 
by  his  own  efiorts  to  a  jilace  among  the  substantial 
busines  men  of  this  section,  ranked  among  its  self- 
made  men,  and  was  honore<l  and  esteemed  wherever 
known. 


Mr.  Hibbard  was  born  in  March.  1S19.  in  llie 
town  of  Hel.iron,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  sun  of  W.dter 
and  Lucinda   (Junes)    Hibbard.    Waller  Hibbard 
i  was  a  drum  major  in  the  war  of  1812:  liy  trade  iic 
,  was  a  stone  mason.     \\  hen  our  subject  was  a  l>o\' 
j  the  family  removed  to  Xew  York  State,  and,  return- 
1  ing  to  Connecticut  after  a  few  years"  residence  there, 
settled  in    Marlboro,    Tolhuul  comity.    Edwin  B. 
I  Hibbard  received  his    education    in  the  common 
I  schools,  and  began  work  at  the  tinner"s  trade,  which 
i  he  followed  until  he   reached   his   majority,  after 
;  which,  for  about  a  year,  he  sold  silverware  through 
tlie  coiuurv.  hojiing  to  benefit  his  health,  which  was 
!  very  poor.    In  about  1S41  he  started  a  tin  slu/ip  at 
i  Marlboro,  remaining  there  until  1S47.      which  year 
j  he  came  to  ^Manchester  to  do  some  work  on  the  fac- 
!  torv  of  the  old  I'nion  ]\lanufacturing  Co.,  rooting. 
!  etc.    When  the  job  was  completed,  and  having  de- 
1'  cided  to  settle  here,  he  opened  a  shop  in  the  vicinity 
I  of  the  mill,  in  time  adding  hardware,  stoves,  etc., 
and  in  1848  erecting  a  small  store  where  his  son  is 
now  engaged  in  business.    The  place  was  enlarged 
from  time  to  time  as  the  increasing  trade  required, 
and  for  a  number  of  vears  he  sold  hardware,  stoves, 
etc.,  there,  subsequentiv  renting  the  store  to  Alex- 
ander ^Mitchell  and  still  later  to  William  McCormick 
and  to  L.  S.  Emmons  :  it  is  now  ocupied  by  Hi1)bard 
&  Stannard.    Early  in  the  'fifties  he  also  built  a  store 
in  South  Manchester,  which  he  conducted  a  few 
years  and  tlien  sold  out.    After  renting  his  hardware 
store  Mr.  Hibbard  handled  sewing  machines  and 
musical  instruments,  pianos,  organs,  etc.,  until  his 
death,  and  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  same  line  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hib- 
bard &  Hawkins,  which  later  became  Hawkins  Bros. 
He  was  always  successful  in  his  enterprises,  giving 
them  the  careful  attention  which  is  necessary  in  any 
line,  and  exercising  sound  judgment  in  all  his  trans- 
actions. 

Though  never  a  politician  or  office  seeker.  Mr. 
Hibbard  was  nevertheless  a  most  active  citizen.  .\11 
matters  pertaining  to  his  town  received  his  careful 
attention,  and,  if  deserving,  his  strongest  influence, 
for  he  ccu'.d  alwa_\s  be  depended  upon  to  give  his 
support  to  anv  undertaking  which  he  thought  would 
benelit  the  community.  He  was  identified  with  the 
improvement  and  growth  of  Mancliester  from  its 
earliest  days,  for  he  came  to  the  town  when  it  could 
boast  of  hn\.  one  store,  that  of  the  Union  Manufac- 
turing Co.  When  the  Xew  York  &  X'ew  ILiven 
railroad  was  built  through  Manchester  Mr.  Hil)bard. 
Loren  Carpenter  and  W  illiam  Jones  purchased  the 
land  in  Manchester  on  which  the  depot  stands,  and 
presented  it  to  the  com])any.  thereby  securing  to  the 
people  of  the  town  a  depot  site  centrally  located  and 
convenient.  Mr.  Hibbard  was  also  for  many  \ears 
identified  with  religious  interests  in  the  town,  being 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episci.qjal  Church,  with 
which  he  united  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  and 
he  served  efficiently  a■^  steward  and  trustee  of  the 
Society  at  Manchester.    His  political  support  was 
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j^ivon  to  the  RcpuMican  ]iarty.  He  was  universally 
respected  l»v  his  fellow  men.  as  a  deserveilly  siieecss- 
lul  selt-nuule  num.  and  !iis  death  was  sincerely 
ni'Hirned  throu;::-lunU  tlii--  -ection.  His  remains  rest 
in  the  lUickland  cemetery. 

Mr.  Hibhard  was  married.  Dec.  1S48,  to  Miss 
Elizahetli  Iv  Enimons.  who  was  horn  .\'ov.  2c).  1829. 
in  Haddam.  Conn.,  daughter  of  William  and  Han- 
nah (Mlv)  Emmons,  and  i^randdau^hter  of  Daniel 
Emmi'n<.  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolntionary 
war.  Mr.  and  Mr>.  llihhar.l  Itecame  the  i)arents  of 
four  children:  Albert.  Josephine.  Thilena  and  Will- 
iam, of  whom  William  i'^  now  the  only  survivor. 
He  is  engaj^ed  in  the  hardware  business  in  company 
with  yiv.  Stannard  at  his  fatlier's  old  store.  In 
1859  Mr.  Hibbard  erected  the  house  in  which  his 
vci(jow  and  son  now  live.  ...» 

RE\'.  r^HCHAEL  ]'..  RODDAX.  Erom  a 
workllv  point  of  view  "the  secret  of  success  is  con- 
centration." The  highest  ideals  are  attained  only 
after  years  of  patient  toil  always  tending  toward 
the  same  focus.  But  v.ho  can  measure  the  success 
of  a  life  devoted,  from  childhood,  to  the  one  all  ab- 
sorbing purpose  of  the  uplifting  of  mankind? 

Midiael  B.  Roddan  v.as  born  Dec.  15,  1833, 
in  Boston,  ^lass..  and  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen 
entered  Le  Petit  Seminaire,  at  Quebec,  to  enter 
upon  his  studies  for  the  priesthood.  Later  he  at- 
tended Holy  Cross  College,  at  Worcester,  and  then 
completed  his  course  at  Ee  Grande  Seminaire,  ]\Iont- 
real.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  studies  in  that  in- 
stitution, he  was  ordained  for  the  Hartford  diocese 
by  Mgr.  Cique. 

St.  Patrick's  Church,  Hartford,  was  the  first 
scene  of  the  ycung  priest's  labors,  and  he  served 
under  the  wise  guidance  of  Rev.  James  Hughes, 
priest  in  charge.  Erom  there  he  went  to  Water- 
bury,  to  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception, 
as  assistant  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hendricken,  after- 
ward bishop  of  Providence.  In  1863  Bristol  be- 
came a  parish,  and  Bishop  McEarland  appointed 
Father  Roddan  to  care  for  it.  So  earnestly  did  he 
devote  himself  to  the  task  of  buildmg  up  the  new 
parish,  that  at  the  end  of  three  years  his  health  bad 
failed  and  he  was  obliged  to  seek  a  change  of  cli- 
mate. Eor  four  years  he  remained  in  Greenville, 
R.  I.,  and  was  then  recalleil  to  Bristol,  where  he  has 
since  continued  his  work  without  interruption. 
For  more  than  thirty  years  his  tlock  has  known 
him  and,  knowing  hir.i  well,  has  given  him  the 
warm  affection  his  fostering  care  has  engendered, 
and  the  communitv  outside  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  respect  him  for  his  high  character  and 
fine  attainments. 

HOX.  WILLIA:\I  H.  COWLES  is  a  prominent 
rejjresentative  of  the  bu.-iness  interests  of  Plants- 
ville,  where  he  carries  on  o])erations  as  a  li\  eryman, 
mercliant  and  dealer  in  coal.  He  is  a  man  of  keen 
perception,  of  great  sagacity,  and  unbourided  en- 


terprise, and  to  these  characteristics  may  he  attrib- 
uted his  success. 

Mr.  Cvuvles  was  born  in  Southington  rvlarch  19, 
1S50.  lli.->  father,  Charlrs  Augiisius  Cowles,  was 
born  Jan.  1,  l8i:>8,  and  was  married  Sept.  J4,  1839, 
t(  Mrs.  Delia  \".  ^Stedniani  I'.radley,  widow  of 
Charles  Bradley.  'Jlie  children  born  to  them  were 
(  harles  B.  ;  iMederick  A.;  lane  E..  wife  of  Roval  C. 
:\lix  :  Waker  A.  :  William  "ll.  ;  Julia  A.,  wife  of  Al- 
fred X.  J'armalee:  and  l-"amiy  M.  The  father  ac- 
(luired  a  competence  in  trade  in  the  South,  became  a 
k.rge  land  owner  in  tl-e  vicinity  (jf  I'lantsville,  Conti., 
and  was  exten.~-ivel\'  engaged  in  farming.  He  died 
in  Plantsville.  June  6,  1873. 

Addison  Cowles,  the  paterna.l  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Southington,  Feb.  17,  1770,  and 
was  married,  I'eb.  24.  1800,  to  Pliebe,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Jesse  Cole.  He  lived  in  I'lantsville  Center, 
where  his  wife  died  March  13,  1S24,  aged  forty-six 
years,  and  his  death  occurred  l-\-h.  23,  1S28.  His 
father.  Ashbel  Cowles,  was  burn  in  Southington 
Sept.  29,  1740,  and  was  married  April  29,  i/'Gcj,  to 
Rhoda  Eee.  daughter  of  Jared  and  Rhoda  (Judd) 
Eee.  He  lived  west  of  I'lantsville  cemetery.  He 
was  an  extensive  reader,  possessed  a  very  retentive 
memory,  and  was  well  versed  in  historical  facts  and 
dates.  He  held  several  offices,  serving  as  constable 
for  years,  first  selectman  in  1792,  and  also  held  the 
military  rank  of  captain.  He  died  Sept.  19,  18 15. 
He  was  a  son  of  Josiah  Cowles,  who  was  born  in 
Farmington  Xov.  20,  1716,  and  was  married  Xov. 

11,  1739.  to  Jemima  Dickinson.  Soon  afterward  he 
locatetl  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Southington. 
where  he  bought  land  extensively.  His  wife  died 
Oct.  19.  1746.  and  he  was  again  married.  Xov.  22, 
1748,  his  second  union  being  with  ]\Iarv,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Mary  ( Pynchon)  Scott,  of 
Southington.  He  was  a  man  of  great  en- 
ergv  of  character,  took  a  learling  ])art  in  church  and 
societv  matters,  held  several  important  town  offices, 
and  held  the  militarv  ranlv  <jf  captain.  He  was  the 
father  of  eighteen  children,  and  his  descendants  are 
numerous  and  scattered.  Josiah  Cowles  died  June  6, 
1793.  His  father.  Thonias  Cowles,  was  born  in 
Farmington  h'eb.  4,  1686,  and  was  mairied  Jan.  6. 
1 7 14.  to  Martha  Judd,  eldest  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Sarah  (  I'reeman )  Judd,  of  Waterbury.  He 
resided  in  Farmington,  where  he  died  March  II, 
1751.  His  father,  Samuel  Cowles,  was  born  in 
l  armingti.n  AEirch  17,  \<'/<i.  and  was  married  May 

12.  i6St,  to  Rachel  Porter.     He  lived  in  Farming- 


ton  until  about  1716.  when  he  rc 


d  to  Kensing- 


ton, where  he  died  Oct.  14,  1748.  He  v.as  a  son  of 
Samuel  Cowles.  who  was  born  in  i'')39.  and  was  mar- 
ried I'eb.  14,  iGCtO.  to  Abigail,  daughter  of  Timothy 
Stanley,  of  Hartford.  They  made  their  home  in 
Farp.iington.  and  he  was  one  of  the  eighty-four  pro- 
prietors of  that  town  in  i''v2.  He  died  April  17, 
i^Hji.  His  father.  John  Cole,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Hartford,  but  soon  after  1640  he  located 
in  Farmington,  and  while  residing  there  was  induced 
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to  chanpo  hi^  iiamu  to  Cowlcs.  in  onlcr  to  avoiM  the 
incoiuonioncc  of  I)oin,>;'  taken  at  times  lor  another 
John  Cole.  Hvinii  in  the  same  place.  Fnrini  that  time 
the  descendants  of  his  ehUst  son.  Samne!.  have 
spelled  tlie  name  Co\vle>.  John  Cnle  wa.s  a  farmer, 
and  a  deinity  to  the  (".eneral  Court  in  1653  and  l(>54. 
In  i()6j  he  removed  to  Iladley.  Mass..  where  he  died 

in    SciHemlier.  1675.     lie   married  Hannah   , 

who  died  in  Hartford,  Marcli  lOS^,  aged  seventy 
years. 

The  suhject  of  this  sketch.  ])as?cd  liis  hovliood 
in  Plantsville.  where  he  attended  the  common  schools, 
and  later  he  was  a  stndent  in  th.e  Amenia  (X.  Y.^ 
Academy.  Since  iI^jO  lie  has  been  engaged  in  the 
coal,  liverv  and  truck  business  in  Plantsville.  and 
now  enjoys  an  excellent  trade.  His  political  stip- 
port  is  always  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Deniocratic  party,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
serve  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen  of 
Southington.  and  al.so  re])resented  the  town  in  the 
State  Legislattn-e.  I'raternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  On  Sept.  21.  188 1,  ^I'r. 
Cowles  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Marv  K. 
INIessenger,  a  daughter  of  John  and  'Shry  (Schupp) 
Messenger,  of  Xew  York,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children,  Clarence  A.  and  Harold  L. 

STEPHEX  E.  CHURCHILL  (deceased)  was 
born  Sept.  10.  1851,  in  the  town  of  W'etherstield, 
Hartford  county,  son  of  Justus  and  Abigail  (,  Harris  ) 
Churchill,  and  d  upon  his  father's  farm, 

V  here  he  remained  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one. 

On  Jan.  i;,  1873,  ^Ir.  Churchill  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Ella  E.  Williams,  and  to  their 
imion  were  born  tw(p  children  :  Erank  and  !\Iabel, 
both  of  whom  are  at  present  living  at  home  with 
their  mother.  Our  subject  was  noted  for  his  untir- 
ing industry,  and  it  was  commonly  said  that  he  for 
many  years  performed  more  work  than  anv  other 
man  in  the  town  of  Rocky  Hill.  In  addition  to  his 
general  farm  work  he  was  extensively  engaged  in 
the  making  and  sale  of  dairy  products,  besides  being 
one  of  the  few  successful  tobacco  growers  in  the 
town.  Each  year  he  cultivated  from  five  to  seven 
acres  of  this  crop. 

Politically  Mr.  Churchill  was  a  Republican,  but 
never  an  office-seeker.  In  religious  connection  he 
was  a  devout  Congregationalist.  He  died  Xov.  5. 
1892,  leaving  a  large  estate,  and  was  most  deeply 
mourned  by  those  who  knew  him  best.  Since  his 
demise  his  widow  has  continuerl  to  live  upon  the 
farm,  where  she  was  born  and  married,  and  wdiere 
she  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  a  life  full  of  ac- 
tivitv  and  usefulness. 

Mrs.  Churchill  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old 
families  of  the  county,  who  have  for  three  genera- 
tions occupied  the  old  homestead  farm  where  she 
now  resides.  Her  grand fatlier.  Washington  Will- 
iams, was  a  native  of  Rockv  Hill,  as  was  also  her 
father,  Moses  Willia  ins,  who  was  born  Dec.  13,  1819, 


and  was  a  man  held  in  high  esteem  liy  his  neighbors 
and  friends.  In  (  )ctober,  1841.  he  married  Abigail 
."^mitli.  a  native  of  Rockv  Hill,  and  their  imion  was 
blessed  with  the  following  children:  Henry  C,  who 
resides  in  Xew  r>ritain  ;  Catharine.  wIk^  died  at  tlie 
age  of  five  years:  IClla  1-".,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Margaret,  who  died  in  1870.  Moses  Williams 
always  lived  on  the  old  homestead,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  vear  when  he  made  his  home  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.  In  jiolitics  he  was  a  stanch  Republi- 
can, and  was  Iiekl  in  high  regard  by  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived  and  l)v  those  who  knew  h.im 
best.  Eor  twenty  years  he  served  ts  first  selectman 
of  Rockv  Hill,  being  frcquentlv  re-elected  without 
any  jiolitical  opposition.  He  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  fur  sixtv  years,  and 
an  exceedingly  liberal  contributor  toward  its  main- 
:  tenance  and  work. 

In  1891  ?^Irs.  Churchill's  parents  celebrated  their 
goUlen  wedding,  and  six  years  later,  on  Dec.  26, 
;  1897,  her  mother  entered  into  rest,  her  father  fol- 
i  lowing  her  ( who  had  been  his  helpmate  and  the 
i  partner  of  his  jovs  and  griefs  for  more  than  half  a 
century).  Jan.  8.  1898,  a  little  more  than  a  year 
later. 

EIOX.  MRGIL  EATOX  N'lETS.  a  farmer  of 
East  Granby,  is  of   the   sixth   generation   in  de- 
\  scent  from  Dr.  John  \'iets.    He  is  the  owner  of  the 
'  homestead   of   his   great-great-grandfather,  Capt. 
John  \'iets,  which  farm  property  is  situated  in  East 
Granby,  opposite  the  Old  Newgate  Prison. 

HON.  THOMAS  KOIBERLY  BRACE  (de- 
ceased), who  through  a  long  lifetime  was  one  of  the 
conspicuous  characters  in  the  business  life  of  the 
'  city  of  Hartford,  was  descended  from  an  early  and 
prominent  Connecticut  family. 

Stephen  Brace,  the  eiuigrant  ancestor  of  the 
family,  came  from  London,  England,  and  settled 

■  in  Hartford,  Conn.  Erom  this  ancestor  our  sub- 
I  ject  was  in  the  fifth  generation.  Lieut.  Jonathan 
:  Brace,  the  grandfather  of  Thomas  K.,  settled  in 
i  Harwinton,  Litchfield  Co.,  Coim.,  in  1733,  where 

his  son,  Jonathan  Brace,  the  father  of  Thomas  K., 

j  was  born  X^ov.  12,  1754.    The  latter  was  graduated 

:  from  Yale  College  in  1779,  studied  law,  and  ac- 

!  quired  a  large  practice  in  central  \'ermont,  but  re- 

■  turned  to  Connecticut,  and  after  residing  for  a  time 
I  in  Glastonbury  took  up  his  abode  in  Hartford,  in 
.  1794.    He  was  in  public  life  forty-two  years,  less 

i  from  choice  than  from  the  solicitation  of  his  fellow 
'  citizens. 

Thomas  K.  Brace,  our  subject  proper,  was  born 
I  Oct.  16,  1779,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  Col- 
;  lege  in  1801.  He  located  in  Hartford,  where  he 
I  built  up  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of  T.  K.  Brace 
&  Co.  He  was  mayor  of  the  city  from  1840  to 
,  1843,  the  latter  year  consented  to  run  for 

Congress  on  the  Whig  ticket,  but  was  beaten  by 
Col.  Thomas  H.  Seymour.    Mr.  Brace  was  nomi- 
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natcd  for  a  suhsoqucnt  term,  but  dcclinotl  in  favor  I 
of  James  Dixon,  who  was  eleeted.    Mr.  Brace,  who  i 
was  the  real  father  of  the  enterprise,  was  cliosen  \ 
tlie  first  president  of  tlie  -F.tna  Fire  insuraiice  Co.  ! 
of  Hartford  on  its  organization,  in  1810.  hut  owin^;  ! 
to  pecuniary  emharrassment  resi.qned   in  the   fall  ! 
of  the  same  year.     In  .Mareh.  i8_'i.  he  was  again 
ciioseu  president,  and  sustained  such  relations  to 
the  comi)any  until  in  1S57,  when,  warned  by  the 
infirmities  of  ag^e.  he  resigned.    "Mr.  Brace  be- 
longed to  the  safe  and  trusty  order  of  men  to  whom 
others  instinctively  turn  for  guidance."    He  died 
June  14,  i860,  when  in  the  eight_\-fnst  year  of 
his  age. 

On  Aug.  25,  1807,  Thomas  K.  Brace  married 
Lucy  Mather,  and  they  had  a  large  family,  of  whom 
Thomas  K.,  Jr.,  was  born  Oct.  14,  1825,  in  Hart- 
ford. On  Jan.  iS.  1853,  he  marrietl  Mary  Jane 
Buel,  daugliter  of  Samuel  and  ^Minerva  (Wad- 
hams  )  Buel ;  the  Buels  were  early  settlers  of  Litch- 
field county.  To  this  union  were  born  four  daugh- 
ters:  ]\Lary  Buel.  wife  of  Atwood  Collins;  Emily 
Maria,  residing  in  Hartford;  Julia  W'adhams ;  and 
Lucy  ]\lather,  widow  of  Joshua  Wilkm  Allen,  re- 
siding in  Hartford.  Mrs.  Allen  has  three. children, 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  Thomas  K.  Brace, 
Jr.,  was  identified  with  the  .Etna  Co.,  and  was 
secretary  when  he  resigned  because  of  ill  health. 
He  died  in  ]\Iarch,  1890,  his  wife,  ]\Iarch  21,  1884. 

HOX.  JOHX  HEXRY  HALL,  of  Hartford, 
vice-president  and  treasurer  of  Colt's  Patent  Fire 
Arms  Manufacturing  Co..  was  born  in  Portland, 
Conn.,  [March  24.  1849. 

Mr.  Plall  is  a  descendant  in  the  ninth  genera- 
tion of  John  Hall,  born  in  the  County  of  Kent,  Eng- 
land, in  1584.  who  came  to  this  country  and  settled 
in  Roxbury,  }^Iass.,  in  1633.  In  September  of  the 
same  year  he,  with  John  Oldham  and  two  others, 
explored  the  region  bordering  the  Connecticut  river, 
and  their  report,  dated  Jan.  20.  1634.  led  to  mi- 
grations from  Dorchester  to  W'ethersfield.  and  from 
Cambridge  to  Hartford.  In  the  \-ear  1635,  it  is 
recorded,  he  was  made  "freeman"  in  Boston.  In 
1636  he  joined  the  Hooker  and  Stone  colony,  and 
went  to  Hartford,  removing  his  family  thither  in 
1639.  He  owned  and  occupied  as  his  place  of  res- 
idence a  tract  of  six  acres  west  of  the  Xew  York, 
Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  railroarl.  and  now  known 
as  the  Sigourney  (or  Catlin)  I^lace.  In  1650  he 
moved  to  Middletown  (then  called  Mettabesick ) , 
being  one  of  the  original  purchasers  of  land  from 
the  Indians.  Sanniel  Hall,  of  the  third  generation 
in' this  country,  in  1719  moved  to  East  Middletown 
(afterward  known  as  Chatham,  and  now  as  Port- 
land), and  down  to  the  present  generation  the  fam- 
ily has  continued  to  reside  there. 

Alfred  Hall,  of  the  eighth  generation,  father 
of  the  subject  of  tins  sketch,  entered  Washington 
Cnow  Trinity)  College  the  first  day  the  bell  rang 
for  prayers,  and  his  ehlest  son,  Sanniel,  was  the  first 


son  of  a  graduate  to  enter  the  same  college.  After 
his  graduation  Alfred  Hall  selected  the  law  as  his 
jirofession.  and  com]i]eted  the  course  of  studv  at 
the  Harvard  Law  SchiKil.  At  the  request  of  his 
tatlier.  hnwcver,  he  liien  returned  to  Portland,  and 
engaged  wilii  him  in  the  ilirection  of  the  afi:airs  of 
the  brown-^tone  ([iiarry,  known  as  the  Slialer  & 
Hall  Ouarry  Co.,  organized  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  by  Xathaniel  Shaler  and  Sanniel  Hall, 
the  latter  lieing  the  father  of  Alfred, and  grantlfather 
of  John  H.  Hall.  The  following  advertisement, 
taken  from  the  Muidlctoz^'ii  Gazette  or  Federal  Ad- 
lerliser,  jiulilislied  in  Middletown,  Oct.  13,  1781, 
save  in  its  quaint  spelling,  would  satisfy  to-day  in 
its  energetic  promise: 

Tlie  Free  Stone  Quarry  at  Chatham  (known  by  the  name 
of  Julinsiin's  Ouarry),  is  now  workt-d  under  tlie  ciirection  of 
Shaier  and  Hail,  who  will  supply  the  sione  a:  the  Shortest 
Notice,  and  at  the  lowest  jinces  either  in  the  Roui.;h  or  hn- 
ished,  and  in  such  Dimensions  as  may  be  reciuireil.  They 
will  Contract  to  furnish  any  quantity,  for  public  or  private 
Buildings,  Flags,  Grave  Stones  or  Monuments,  and  deliver 
them  at  any  Port  in  .\orth  .America,  v^rders  directed  qiost- 
paid)  to  ."jhaler  and  Hall  at  the  Quarry,  Chatham,  will  have 
clue  attention. 

October  13th,  1781. 

Alfred  Hall  succeeded  his  father  in  the  pres- 
idency of  the  Quarry' Co..  and  for  many  years  took 
an  active  interest  in  its  afi'airs.  The  position  is  and 
has  been  for  some  time  past  held  by  John  H.  Hall, 
who  by  his  energy  and  progressive  management  has 
revolutionized  its  working,  introducing  machinery 
up-to-date,  keeping  it  abreast  with  the  times,  and 
causing  it  to  enter  noon  a  new  era  of  prosperity.  In 
1896  he  formed  a  new  company,  called  the  Brain- 
erd,  Shaler  &  Hall  Ouarrv  Co.,  which  bought  the 
Shaler  &  Hall  Ouarry  Co.  and  the  Brainerd  Ouarry 
Companv. 

John  H.  Hall  attended  the  public  school  in  Port- 
land, went  thence  to  Chase's  school,  in  INIicldletown, 
and  completed  his  course  of  study  at  the  Episcopal 
Academy  of  Connecticut,  at  Cheshire.  He  pre- 
ferred business  to  a  professional  career,  and  entered 
into  the  employ  of  Sturgis,  Bennet  &  Co..  Xos.  125 
and  127  I'Vont  street.  Xew  York,  at  the  time  the 
largest  importers  of  tea  and  coft'ee  in  the  L'nited 
States,  where  he  remained  five  vears,  enjoying  rapid 
promotion,  attaining  at  the  age  of  nineteen  to  the 
charge  of  foreign  and  insurance  departments.  In 
December,  1877.  he  returned  to  Portland  with  his 
famil}-,  having  purchased  a  large  interest  in  the 
Pickering  Governor — at  that  titnc  in  a  very  de- 
pressed condition — under  the  firm  name  of  T.  R. 
Pickering  &  Co.  Owing  to  his  tireless  energy  and 
wise  business  management  the  enterprise  became  a 
rapid  success.  In  five  years  from  the  time  of  his 
association  with  the  firm,  the  manufacture  and  sale 
increased  from  less  than- five  hundred  a  year  to  five 
thousand.  Sticcessful  in  his  competition  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  he  engaged  in  competition  with 
English  manufacturers,  and  the  sale  of  the  Picker- 
ing Governor  to  Great  Britain  and  her  colonics  now 
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rcproscius  per  annum  tour  times  the  original 
output. 

During-  In's  ton  year,'-'  rcsiJencc  in  Portlanil, 
from  1878  to  1S88.  Mr.  Hall  was  pronn'ncni  in  the 
interests  of  the  town.  He  was  eleeted  jiresident  of 
the  Shaier  &  Hall  Ouarrv  C  o.  in  1884,  and  refused 
nominations  to  lioth  liranclies  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature, tendered  him  hy  the  dominant  partv.  In 
1S88  his  husiness.  whieh  liad  been  carried  on  under 
a  partnerslup,  was  organized  as  a  corporation.  'Mr. 
Hall  retaining  his  proprietary  interest,  and  holding 
the  position  of  treasurer.  Aliout  thi-  time  the  con- 
tinuous ill  health  of  R.  W.  H.  Jarvis,  president  of 
the  Colt's  Patent  Fire  Arms  Manufacturing  Co., 
and  his  consequent  retirement  from  active  manage- 
ment in  the  concern,  together  with  the  general  de- 
pression of  its  Inisiness.  and  the  resignation  of  Gen. 
\\  illiam  P..  l-'ranklin.  determined  its  board  of  di- 
rectors to  offer  to  Mr.  Hall  the  position  of  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  corporation.  An  arrange- 
ment was  made  satisfactory  to  both  parties,  and 
^Ir.  Hall  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  ofiice  with 
the  business  acumen  and  untiring  ze?l  and  energy 
so  characteristic  of  him.  Although  Ivlr.  Jarvis  re- 
tained th.e  presidency,  it  was  understood,  owing  to 
his  condition  of  health,  that  he  was  to  be  relieved 
of  all  the  responsibility  and  care  attaching  to  the 
ofifice.  Caldwell  H.  Colt,  the  vice-president,  was 
absent  -from  Hartford  the  greater  portion  of  the 
time,  so  that  almost  from  the  beginning  of  hi? 
connection  with  the  corporation  the  entire  direc- 
tion of  affairs,  both  within  the  manu factory  and 
in  its  relations  with  the  business  world  at  large, 
devolved  upon  Mr.  Hall.  The  directors,  soon  as- 
sured of  his  ample  capability  and  worth,  support- 
ed him  loyally  in  the  ch.anges  he  advocated,  and 
under  his  vigorous  direction  the  company  has  been 
strengthened  at  home  and  abroad.  In  1890  he  wa.-* 
elected  vice-president  and  treasurer. 

During  his  residence  of  twelve  years  in  Hart- 
ford, Mr.  Hall's  geniality  and  business  ability  have 
received  a  flattering  recognition  on  the  part  of  its 
citizens.  He  has  declined  nomination  to  munici- 
pal office,  but  from  1890  to  1S96  served  on  the  city 
board  of  water  commissioners.  He  was  State  sen- 
ator from  the  First  District  of  Hartford  in  1895- 
96.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  in  1896  and  1900  he  supported 
the  gold  wing  of  that  party.  He  is  a  director  in 
several  of  Hartford's  corporations,  namely:  The 
Phoenix  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  the  Phrenix  ^lutual 
Life  Insurance  Co.,  the  Hartford  National  Bank, 
and  the  Dime  Savings  Bank,  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  a  member 
of  its  first  board  of  directors.  He  is  also  a  direc- 
tor in  the  Xeptune  Meter  Co.  of  Xew  York.  He 
enjoys  membership  in  the  Hartford  Club,  the  Man- 
hattan Club,  the  Engineers'  Club  and  the  Xew^ 
York  Yach.t  Club,  of  Xew  York  City,  and  the 
Metropolitan  Club  of  Washington ;  is  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  also  of 


■  the  "Mayflower"  Society,  and  is  a  Mason  of  the 

I  thirty-second  ilegrtx". 

On  l"eli.  9.  1870.  Mr.  Hall  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  Ci.  Loomis,  of  Xew  York,  who  is  descended 
on  her  lather's  side  from  Ouaker  stock,  and  from 
tile  Hopkinses  of  Rliode  Island.  Her  ancestor, 
Stephen  Hopkins,  was  a  very  p^rcMiiinent  citizen  of 

i  that  honored  Commonwealth  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary j)eriod.    He  was  chief  justice  of  both  the 

'  court  of  common  pleas  aiul  the  superior  court, 
governor  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  He  was  twice  elected 
to  the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  and 
was  one  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  the 
i)irth  of  four  children,  two  of  wdiom  survive:  Clar- 
ence Loines  and  Miss  Grace  Loines. 

j        Mr.  Hall  has  always  been  a  member  of  the 

1  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  now  senior  warden  of 

j  the  parish  of  the  Good  Shepherd  in  the  city  of  his 

!  residence.  He  is  loyally  faithful  to  the  interests 
he  represents,  whether  of  a  public  or  private  char- 
acter, and  has  steadfastly  declined  calls  to  a  wider 

j  field  for  the  display  of  his  energies  with  promise 

!  of  a  more  lucrative  employment. 

i 

I       AL\'A  WEST  SPAULDIXG.    The  Spaulding- 
j  family  is  of  Puritan  stock,  and  the  subject  of  this 
I  biography,  a  well-known  resident  of  Hartford,  is  of 
I  the  eighth  generation  of  the  family  in  this  country. 
!  tracing  his  descent  from  Edward   Spaulding.  an 
i  early  settler  in  Braintree.  Massachusetts. 
I    ^  The  name  was  formerly  spelled  Siralden  or  Sparl- 
'  den,  but  after  passing  through  the   mutations  to 
!  which  so  many  family  names  are  subject  it  has  been 
;  spelled  Spaulding  almost    entirely    from  the  first 
record  we  have  of  it  in  America.    The  Spaulding 
genealogy  has  this  to  say  of  th.e  family :  "As  a  race 
tliey  are  possessed  of  great  physical  vigor,  and  for 
most  part  are  tillers  of  the  soil.    There  are.  however, 
many  successful  and  wealth^■  men  of  business  among- 
th.em.    About  fifty  have  graduated  at  different  col- 
'  Itges.  and  about  forty  have  graduated  from  dift'erent 
I  schools  of  law,  medicine,  science  and  theology.  The 
\  piactice  of  medicine  has  been  the  leading  preference, 
I  next  to  this  the  ministry,  and  then  the  law."  The 
;  family  has  also  taken  an  active  part  in  the  civic  an;! 
;  military  history  of  the  country.    Edward  Spauld- 
j  ing,  mentioned  above,  came  to  Massachusetts  among" 
1  the  first  colonists,  probably  between  i''i30  and  1633, 
:  his  name  appearing  first  in  the  records  of  Braintree. 
\  He  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  had  three  children  :  John, 
I  Edward  and  Grace. 

I  John  Spaulding.  born  in  i'^"33.  died  in  1721.  He 
i  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  a  soldier  under  Capt. 
I  Manning  in  King  Philip's  war.  (Jn  May  18.  iC^sS, 
he  married  Hannah  Hale,  and  they  had  the  following 
I  children:  John.  Eunice.  Edward,  Hannah.  .Samuel, 
I  Deborah.  Josejih  and  Timothy. 

j  John  .^jiaulding  (21,  born  I-'eb.  15.  1650.  was 
1  married  fir.-Nt  to  .\nn  liallord,  of  Aiuiiner,  Mass., 
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>cj)i.  Ji.  iC'Si.    Late  in  life  lie  removed  to  Plain- 
iitlil.  Conn.,  witli  liis  chiUlren,  who  were  iianied  as  1 
fullous:    Anna.   Samuel,  Jonathan.   Delx>rah  and  j 
ICleazer  (twins).  Dinah  and  William.  I 

Elea/er  Spauldini.;.  hc^fn  Auq-.  13.  i'>i)o.  married 
.Alii.^aii  Kingslniry.  ilauL^l.ter  of  Janu-s  Kinysbtn-v. 
r\ov.  17,  1712.  lie  resided  in  I^laintield.  Conn.,  and 
llicir  ei^ht  ehildren  were  Ix^rn  there:  Doreas,  Eunice. 
Anna.  Hezckiah.  Fennel,  Eleazer.  Timothv  and 
David. 

David  Spaidding-.  of  Plainfield.  Conn,  [see  Plain- 
field  Records],  was  l)orn  Dec.  25.  1731.  and  died  | 
Aug-.  J3.  1803.  1"^^'  married  Elizal)etli  I'.arrett.  who  i 
^vas  horn  Oct.  28,  I73f>.  daughter  of  Joseph  and  j 
Lydia  I'.arrett.  Their  children  were  Darzilla,  Milli-  j 
•ctnt.  Abigail,  Eunice,  Phincas,  Simon,  Alva  and 
Elisha. 

Barzilla  Spaiilding.  our  subject's  grandfather, 
■\vas  Ixirn  .April  11,  1757,  and  resided  many  years 
in  Plaintield.  X.  H.  He  was  a  ])rivate  and  drummer 
"boy  in  the  Connecticut  militia  in  the  Revolutionary 
Avar,  and  drew  a  pension.  He  married  Elizabeth 
.Spaulding.  a  daughter  of  John  Spaulding,  and  a 
<iescendant  of  Edward,  the  line  beino-  traced  through 
John.  Ephraim,  Edward,  Benjamin  and  Edward. 
They  had  ten  children:  Jared.  Annali.  Elizabeth, 
X,evi.  Ozias.  Alvah,  John,  Lucinda,  Annah  (who 
inarried  a  Air.  Sinclair  and  moved  West),  and  Eli- 
zabeth (who  married  Joseph  Coll,  and  also  moved 
West). 

Alvah  Spatilding.  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  A'ermont,  in  1794.  He  died  Juh-  2g.  1837,  aged 
forty-three,  anrl  liis  wife,  Emma  Cooke,  died  Jan. 
•9.  1837,  aged  forty-one.  They  had  a  large  family 
■of  children,  as  follows :  Emma,  who  died  July  28, 
1S43,  3.g;c<\  twenty-five:  I'annv  P)..  who  married 
Horace  Darling,  of  Alorristown.  \'t. ;  Alary,  wdio 
died  Dec.  2,  1S41.  aged  nineteen  :  Alva  \\'. :  Harriet, 
"born  Julv  25,  18^1,  wlio  married  Stephen  R.  Law- 
rence, of  Xew  P>ritain.  Conn.:  Dudley,  who  died 
i\lay  8,  183 1,  aged  four  years  :  Betsey,  who  died  Jan. 
12,  1850,  aged  sixteen:  Celinda,  who  died  in  girl- 
liQod :  and  \\  illiam  Azro,  wdio  resided  in  Xew  Brit- 
ain, Conn.,  and  had  threi:  children. 

Alva  West  Spaulding  was  ?3orn  Alarch  i,  1825, 
in  Alorristown,  Lamoille  Co..  \'t..  and  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  that  State,  attending  until 
"he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen.  Having  lost  his  par- 
ents during  his  boyhood,  he  was  earlv  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources,  and  about  1847  'i*^  located  in  X'ew 
Britain,  having  gone  there  to  take  a  span  of  horses 
■for  Charles  AL  Lewis.  On  his  arrival  he  had  but 
twenty-five  cents  in  liis  pocket,  but,  soon  found  em- 
ployment with  (George  Hart,  father  of  \\'illiam  Hart, 
and  for  a  number  of  vears  worked  for  him  in  differ- 
ent capacities,  eventuallv  taking  entire  charge  of 
the  livery  business.  At  first  his  wages  were  $14  per 
month,  ljut  tliev  were  graduallv  increased  to  $35. 
W'itli  the  aid  of  Air.  Hart  he  bought  a  liverv  busi- 
niess  of  Air.  Woodworth,  made  needed  changes  for 
an  enlarged  trade,  and  the  venture  proved  entirely 


successful.  He  continued  in  the  liver\-  Ixisiness 
until  earh'  in  the  eighties,  a  i)eriod  of  over  thirty 
vears.  and  had  as  partners  Horace  P>ailey,  Fred  Sey- 
mi  ur,  son  of  Deacon  Carson  .Seymour,  and  later 
Merrill  Rol)erts.  Politicallv  he  was  first  a  Whig, 
but  hccanie  a  Ke'publican  on  the  organization  of 
that  part\-.  an'd  his  fellow  citizens  have  freo,uenlly 
called  him  into  ot'ficial  life.  For  some  years  he  was 
constaljle  in  Xew  Britain,  and  for  ten  vears  he  served 
as  deinity  sheriff  under  Sheritf  Westell  Russell.  In 
1870  he  represented  X'ew  Britain  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, liis  colleague  being  Timothy  W.  Stanley,  and 
did  efficient  work,  especially  on  committees.  He 
also  lield  office  a'^  chief  of  police  for  ten  years,  pre- 
ceding Washington  L.  Alorgan.  and  in  iSSi  the 
Republican  nomination  for  sherilif  was  forced  upon 
him  bv  his  friends,  resulting  in  his  election  by  a 
handsome  majority.  He  served  two  terms  of  three 
years  and  one  term  of  four  years,  retiring  in  i8or. 
In  the  meantime  he  removed  to  Hartford,  and  had 
charge  of  the  Hartford  countv  jail,  and  about  1889 
he  became  interested  in  the  firm  of  C.  C.  Fuller  & 
Co..  furniture  dealers,  of  which  he  is  still  a  member. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Congregationalist.  having 
first  united  with  the  Center  Church  at  X'ew  Britain, 
and  since  his  removal  to  Hartford  he  attends  the 
Windsor  Avenue  Churcli.  At  one  time  he  belonged 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  is  not 
now  affiliated.  f 

On  Sept.  4.  1854,  Air.  Spaulding  was  married 
to  Aliss  Josephine  A.  Beckley,  of  Berlin,  who  was 
born  Oct.  26.  1838,  daughter  of  Horace  Beckley. 
They  have  had  no  children,  but  have  adopted  a  son, 
Clinton  Edgar,  a  child  of  Airs.  Spaulding's  brother, 
Edgar  Beckley. 

DART  FAAHLY.  The  name  is  variously 
spelled  Dart,  Darte  and  Dort,  but  the  first  form  is 
the  generally  accepted  one,  the  second  appearing 
onlv  in  old  hlnglish  records,  and  the  third  being 
the  Dutch  or  German  form. 

The  earliest  mention  we  find  of  -  the  name  in 
Xew  England  records  is  at  Xew  London,  whence 
members  of  the  family  seem  to  liave  gone  to  Bol- 
ton, Aliddletown,  Chatliam,  Hebron,  Windham 
and  Stratford,  Conn.,  and  to  Gilsum  and  Surry, 
Xew  Hampshire.  ^ 

(I)  Richard  Dart,  of  X'ew  London,  married  in 
1664,  his  wife's  name  being  Betliia.  He  died  Sept. 
24,  1724,  aged  eightv-nine  years.  Children:  (i) 
Dinah,  born  Jan.  13,  1665;  (2)  Daniel,  Alay  3, 
iC/)6;  (3)  Richard,  Alay  7,  1667;  (4)  Roger,  Xov. 
22,  1670;  (5)  Ebenezer.  Feb.  18,  1673;  (6)  Ann, 
Feb.  14.  1675:  (7)  Bethia,  July  30,  1677;  (8) 
Elizabeth,  Dec.  15,  1679;  (9J  Sarah,  June  10, 
168 1  :  and  (10)  Alary,  1685. 

(II)  Daniel  Dart,  of  Xew  London,  born  Alay 
3,  1666.  married  Aug.  4,  iTiSG,  Elizabeth,  eldest 
dau'diter  of  William  Douglas,  and  removed  to 
Bolton  about  1716.  Children:  (i)  Thomas,  born 
July  8.  1687;  (2)   Elizabeth,  Oct.  I4,  16S9;  (3) 
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Daniel,  Any.  31,  iCnji  ;  juhn,  Deo.  J,  1603; 

(^5)  .Maria,  .\ov.  13,  K-'yS;  (,0)  lil>cnczi. r,  ^iay 
10,  Uh;S;  (^7J  Abiali,  Dec.  J,  1701;  (^8)  Lidia, 
.\ov.  4,  1703;  Saiuucl.  Deo.  u,  1705;  (^loj 

Jabez,  March  i-',  1708;  aiiJ     1 1  j  Rutli,  Aug.  _'0, 
i7ii- 

(^111)  l^aniol  Dart,  born  Aug'.  31,  lOyi,  mar- 
ried April   13,   171V''  Jemima,  (.laughlcr  of  Abel 
Shavlcr.     [lor  brief  record  oi  ihe  Sha\ lor  family  \ 
t.ee  farther  on. J    Daniel  Dart  died  b'eb.  ly,  1791, 
at  BulteMi.  j 
)  Jonathan  Dart,  be->rn  Jan.  10,  1733,  mar-  j 
ried  Jiuie"  i(>,   1755,   Lucy   W  hitney,  of   Canaan.  I 
He  was  admitted  to  Holtun  Church  May  .:S,  175S.  | 
Children:  {\ )  Timothy,  born  Nov.  15,  1750;  {2)  j 
Jonathan,  Oct.  8,  1758;  (^3;  Lucy,  Oct.  27,  ijbo; 
{4)  Asahel,  -Sept.  30,   170-' :  Levi,  July  25, 

17O4;  {b)  Abiel,  April  7,  17OO;  (7)  Aaron,  Jan. 
12,  17O8;  (8)  Daniel,  baptized  Dec.  30,  1769;  {g) 
Amos,  liaptized  Sept.  1,  1771,  died  March  19,  1778; 
(_Io)  Mabel,  baptized  Dec.  19,  1773;  and  {il) 
Joshua,  baptized  Aug.  10,  1777. 

{\  )  Aaron  Dart,  born  Jan.  12,  1768,  in  Bol- 
ton, Conn.,  resided  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
West  Hartford,  where  he  was  an  ex/.ensive  farmer. 
He  married  Sarah  Sha}ler,  and  had  a  large  family, 
of  whom  are  named:  {i)  Chester,  born  .March  5, 
1790;  (2)  Avis,  born  June  10,  1702;  (3)  I'hcebe; 

(4)  Sarah;  (5)  Edmund,  l>orn  March  10,  1797; 

(6)  Harriet;  {j)  Philinda ;  (8)  Hiram. 
(M)   Edmund  Dart,   father  of  Joseph  Dart, 

the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  [March 
io>  1797)  Tolland,  Conn.,  where  he  passed  his 
early  school  days.  In  Hartford  he  married  I\Iary 
Ann  Bartram  \\'ithenbury,  a  native  of  Hartford, 
lx)rn  of  English  descent,  and  a  daughter  of  Benja- 
min Withenbury.  The  children  born  to  this  union 
were  as  follows:  (i)  Benjamin  lives  in  East  Hart- 
ford; (2)  ^larie  (deceased j  married  E.  R.  Hall, 
of  Chicopee,  ^^Lass. ;  (3,)  Caroline  married  Leon- 
ard Buckland ;   (4)   Edmund  lives  in  Hartford; 

(5)  William  and   {6)  James  are  both  deceased; 

(7)  Mary  J.  is  a  resident  of  Hartford;  (8)  Joseph 
is  the  subject  proi>er  of  this  sketch;  (9)  Ereder- 
ick  is  deceased;  {10)  Eranklin  is  an  inmate  of  the 
Soldiers'  Hoine  at  Xoroton,Conn. ;  (  1 1 )  Robert  lives 
in  Xewington,  Conn.;  and  (12)  Lillian  married  X. 
L.  Hope,  of  Hartford,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Bessie,  married  to  E.  W.  Wakefield,  of  .Meriden, 
Conn.  The  father  of  this  family,  who  v.-as  a  life- 
long farmer  of  Hartford  and  West  Hartford,  died 
March  8.  1861. 

Sii.WLER  Eamilv.  (I)  Thomas  Shayler  in 
1673  married  Alice,  widow  of  Thomas  Brooks, 
and  daughter  of  Gerard  Spencer,  of  Haddam. 
He  died  at  sea  in  1692.  while  on  a  voyage  to  the 
West  Indies.  (H)  Abel  Shayler,  son  of  Thomas, 
was  born  in  Lladdam,  Conn.,  and  l)ecanic  an  early 
settler  of  Bolton:  was  admitted  to  Church  in  1725. 
(HI)  Jemima  Shayler,  daughter -of  Aliel,  married 
.  Daniel  Dart  April  13,  1719,  as  above  recorded. 

(MI)  Joseph  D.\rt,  son  of  Edmund  and  r\Iary 


I  .\.  11.  Withenbury )  Dart,  and  the  subject  proper 
j  of  this  biography,  was  born  Aug.  5,  1839,  in  \\  e^t 
I  ilartlord,  near  the  old  Wadsworili  Tavern,  jlis 
educatie'ii  was  received  parti v  at  the  sch<>.ils  of 
West  Hartford,  and  jiartly  at  those  of  Hartford. 
.■\fter  laying  aside  his  books  he  took  up  the  steam- 
boat business,  in  both  the  Sotuh  and  West,  and 
sailed  up  the  Mississippi  on  the  last  trip  before 
the  blockade  of  the  river  about  the  comnienceniont 
of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  During  that  struggle 
he  was  in  the  picture-frame  business  in  Hartford, 
after  which  we  find  him  for  several  years,  or  until 
1874,  associated  with  his  father-in-law  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  cotton  tv.'ines  in  South  Wood-tock, 
Conn.,  and  Oxford,  ]Mass.  Chi  giving  up  this  in- 
dustry Mr.  Dart  removed  to  Xew  York  and  em- 
barked in  the  cotton-goods  commission  business, 
engaging  in  same  for  some  nineteen  years,  part  of 
the  time  selling  goods  "on  the  road."  In  the 
spring  of  1893  he  returned  to  Hartford,  where  he 
has  since  l>een  engaged  in  stock  farming  and  im- 
proving his  real  estate,  in  connection  with  which 
latter  it  may  be  mentioned  that  he  opened  n:any 
streets  on  his  own  propert}-. 

On  Sept.  18,  1862,  .Mr.  Dart  married  .\delaide 
.\.  Warner,  of  South  Woodstock,  Windham  Co., 
Conn.,  and  three  children  have  been  born  to  them: 
(I)  Alice  Louise,  born  Oct.  21,  1864,  is  the  wife 
{  of  Charles  J.  Gofl^,  designer  for  the  Butterick  I'at- 
I  tern  Co.,  of  Brooklyn,  .\'.  Y. ;  they  have  one  child, 
!  Edith.    {2)  Ered  W'.,  born  Sept.  2,  1872,  married 
!  Claribel  .A.shton,  and  they  have  one  son,  Harold 
-Yshton.    Ered  W.  was  for  a  few  years  in  the  em- 
plov  of  C.  P.  Rogers,  manufacturers  of  iron  bed- 
steads, Xew  Y'ork  City,  and  later  was  associated 
I  in  business  with  his  father ;  he  is  now  a  member  of 
1  the  West  End  Land  Co.,  of  Hartford.    (3J  Willie 
j  J.  died  in  infancy.    The  parents  of  this  family  are 
I  n^embers  of  the  Baptist  Church.    In  politics  ^Ir. 
Dart  is  a  Republican  ;  socially  he  is  a  Ereemason, 
and  was  identified  with  lodges  in  Oxford,  Mass., 
and  Xew  York  City.    He  is  looked  upon  as  one  of 
the  substantial  business  men  of  the  county,  and  is 
extremely  popular. 

DR.  CHARLES  SWEET.  The  Sweet  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Xew  England,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir,  for  many  vears  a  prominent  sur- 
geon of  Hartford  and  Lebanon,  traced  his  descent 
i  through  five  generations  to  James  Sweet,  scin  of 
Isaac  and  IMary  Sweet,  of  Wales. 

James  Sweet  came  to  .America  in  1630.  ami  set- 
tled in  Salem,  [Mass.,  at  what  is  now  known  as 
Sweet's  Cove,  and  afterward  removed  to  Xorth 
Kingston,  R.  I.,  where  members  of  the  family  were 
living  in  1882.  .\s  far  back  as  their  history  can 
be  obtained,  and  tradition  leading  us  still  farther, 
we  find  that  they  have  always  been  accredited  with 
a  capacity  or  an  ability  in  an  eminent  degree  f'T 
bone-setting,  though  uneducated  in  any  department 
of  surgery,  and  as  we  follow  along  down  the  gene- 
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aI'>L;i<.'al  lir.c  w  o  fiiul  nicnilK-rs  of  llio  taniil\-  t'.iat  have 
lv..'Cu\iK'  ospcci;illy  cinincnt  in  ihc  luaoticc  oi  ;hi>  art. 

Dr.  John  Sweet,  i^ramllalhor  of  Dr.  Charier 
Sweet.  i;aiiie'l  a  wide-spread  reputation  ''nrin-j;  tlie 
Keveihition  l)v  his  successful  practice  anioni;-  the 
tiftioers  and  men  of  hoth  the  French  and  .\nierican 
armies,  though  n^t  himself  in  the  government  '^erv-  | 
ice.  His  son  r.enoni,  father  of  (.  harles  Sweet,  hatl  | 
for  a  few  vears  followed  in  ihe  footsteps  of  his  fa- 
ther, but  remc^ving  to  Lel)anon.  Conn.,  in  1793, 
he  determined  not  to  practice  hone-setting  more, 
but  to  give  liis  whole  attention  to  farming.  This 
resolution,  however,  he  was  unalile  to  carry  out, 
for  a  dislocated  shoulder  in  his  own  neighborhood 
which  battled  the  surgeons  forced  him  again  into 
the  practice  of  this,  his  legitimate  and  natural  call- 
ing, which  he  never  afterward  abandoned  during 
active  life.  He  died  Aug.  26,  1840.  at  the  age  of 
eightv  years,  after  an  honored  anil  useful  life. 
Before  leaving  Kingston  he  married  Sarah  Champ- 
lin,  and  had  one  child.  The  rest  of  the  family  were 
born  in  Lebanon:  Susannah.  Thomas.  LSenoni. 
Stephen,  Sally.  Mary.  Lydia,  Hannah.  Lucv  and 
Charles,  all  now  deceased.  Thomas  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  :  Benoni,  Jr.,  practiced  bij-ne-settiup-  at 
Guilford ;  Steplien  at  Franklin :  Sallv  for  a  time 
at  W'illimantic ;  and  Charles  for  many  years  at  the 
old  homestead  and  later  at  Lebanon  Centre. 

Dr.  Charles  Sweet  was  born  Dec.  20.  1811,  and 
died  at  Lebanon  Dec.  22.  1S96.  The  liistory  of 
New  London  county,  published  in  1SS2.  from  which 
we  have  obtained  the  facts  given  above,  savs  of 
him:  "He  commenced  the  practice  of  bone-setting 
as  young  as  sixteen  years  of  age.  and  for  nearlv 
forty  years  he  maintained  ofiices  in  Flartford  and 
New  London.  Conn.,  and  at  Springheld,  .Mass., 
each  of  which  he  visited  one  day  each  month, 
successfully  treating  ail  kinds  of  bone  dislocations, 
fractures  and  diseases.  The  greater  part  of  his 
time  was  devoted  to  this  calling,  in  which  he  mani- 
fested an  intuitive  perception  truly  surprising,  in 
the  intervals  he  carried  on  farming  to  some  extent 
more  for  a  pasttime  than  for  pecuniary  profit.  At 
an  early  age  he  married  Eliza  W.  Throop.  of  his 
native  town.  Of  their  children:  Sophia,  boni 
March  18.  1835.  died  :\Larch  29.  1898;  Sarah  E.. 
born  April  7.  1837,  died  ^vlarch,  1886;  }klaria  Y., 
born  Xov.  28.  1S3S;  Marietta,  born  Oct.  24.  18  p, 
died  Sept.  9.  1873;  Charles  J.,  born  Jan.  i,  1845. 
died  Oct.  iS.  1893;  J.  Henry  T..  born  Xov.  4, 
1848.  Their  niother  died  Feb.  14,  iSGo.  at  the  early 
age  of  forty-fcur  years."  Charles,  Jr..  was  located 
near  the  old  home,  and  practiced  with  his  father. 
J.  Henry  T.  is  in  practice  in  Hartford,  where  lie 
has  gained  an  enviable  reputation.  Dr.  Sweet  mar- 
ried, for  his  second  wife,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Williams, 
of  Mystic.  Conn.  By  this  marriage  he  had  three 
children:  liessie.  born  Xov.  28,  1869:  F.  l>enoni. 
^L  D.,  born  Oct.  7.  1870,  graduated  at  Yale  ^ledi- 
cal  School  in  the  class  of  1893,  and  is  now  practic- 
ing in  Springfield,  ^VLiss. ;  and  George  H.,  bc-rn 


June  3,  u"^75.  d.ied  June  j;.  iS<)4.  Bessie  died  Jan- 
nar--  10.  1S70.  and  their  nunher  departed  this  hie 
after  ha\'ing  been  married  ah  uit  nineteen  vears. 
ili>  third  wife  was  L;un-a  A.  .\nderson,  of  Cliiiton. 
Conn.,  whose  years  ran  parallel  w  ith  his  own.  The 
Doct'M-  was  always  of  the  strictest  temperate  habits, 
and  his  life  the  life  of  a  Christian  both  l>y  ]iro 
fession  and  practice,  in  which  he  ever  had  the 
fullest  co-operation  of  his  three  respective  wives. 

Di<.  J.  FIe.\t;v  T.  Sw  i:i:t,  son  of  Dr.  Charles, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Lebanon,  and  was  given  a 
good  English  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  locality  and  in  the  Bowdes  school  in  Ellington, 
which  he  attended  for  aljout  three  years.  He 
studied  anatomv  under  Prof.  Hinkley,  while  a  boy 
riding  with  his  father,  and  as  a  voung  man  he 
ran  his  father's  institution  for  remedial  purposes 
in  their  line  of  treatment.  This  institution  had  an 
average  of  from  eighteen  to  thirty  patients  month- 
ly during  the  three  years  the  Doctor  was  in  charge. 
His  certificate  to  practice  "surgery  and  medicine 
connected  therewith"  was  granted  by  the  State 
medical  board  in  Xew  Haven.  Dr.  Lindsley  being 
the  president  of  the  l>oard.  C)n  Xov.  4,  1S74.  the 
Doctor  opened  rn  office  in  Flartford  and  removed 
the  institution  there,  the  latter  being  continued  by 
him  three  vears.  He  also  maintained  a  treatment 
room  in  Hartford,  locating  first  on  }iLaiu  street, 
near  the  South  (.ireen,  for  three  years,  and  after 
si.x  years  on  Trumbull  street  he  went  to  Xorth 
}klain  street,  near  Trumbull;  in  April.  18S7.  he  re- 
moved to  Blue  Flills  avenue.  From  the  beginning 
he  has  had  a  most  successful  practice,  and  it  has 
grown  continuously,  extending  at  present  through 
Xew^  London,  Windham,  Litchfield  and  Hartford 
counties,  and  up  and  down  the  river  more  or  less. 
The  Doctor  has  been  a  Republican  all  his  life,  and 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  school  matters.  He 
was  formcrlv  a  memljer  of  the  F.  &  A.  ^L  in 
Columbia,  but  the  lodge  having  gone  out  of  ex- 
istence he  is  not  now  affiliated.  Fie  is  fond  of 
reading,  but  is  a  thinker  as  well,  and  in  practice 
original  in  his  methods,  his  individuality  being  per- 
haps one  of  the  main  factors  in  his  success.  He 
takes  ideas  from  every  source,  and  has  the  power 
of  elucidation  to  an  unusual  degree,  wdiile  his  me- 
chanical tact  is  unusual. 

Dr.  Sweet  married  Miss  Sally  J.  Boyd,  of  Xorth 
Garden,  \  a.,  and  has  four  chddren :  Jentiie  E., 
born  March  31,  1876,  wdio  married  Karl  Bishop, 
and  has  one  son,  Richard  Sweet  Bishop,  born  April 
27,  1S9S;  Xellie  P.,  born  ]\Larch  22,  1S78;  Lucy, 
born  March  27,  1880;  and  John  Flenry  T.,  Jr.,  Xov. 
27,  1884. 

WlLLLV^l  WOLCOTT  ROBERTS,  deceased. 
The  subject  of  this  memoir,  for  many  years  a  proni- 
inent  citizen  of  Hartford,  was  born  Xov.  6,  1813, 
at  X'ewington,  the  son  of  Abner  and  Sally  (Wol- 
cott )  Roberts. 

Abner  Roberts  died  in  1814,  leaving  several  chil- 
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(Inn.  Hur  .-ubjcct's  h'oiIkt  (HliI  in  iSji,  wlicn  ho 
was  bill  sfvcu  years  oltl,  aiul  ho  was  bouiul  out  to 
Martin  KiIK'j^i;'.  of  Xcwinjiton,  Conn.,  with  whom 
111  ninaincvl  about  six  years,  lie  then  went  i) 
liartforil,  where  he  found  einiilo\ nieni  in  a  gi'o- 
e<  rv  anil  liquor  store  on  the  eorner  of  Main  and 
I'ratt  streets;  but  as  the  litjuor  bu?.iness  was  dis- 
la.-leiul  ho  soon  loft  the  plaee.  and  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade.  In  a  few  }oar=.  he  built  up  a  good 
linsiiiess  for  himself  as  a  cabinet  maker,  and  later 
added  a  furniture  and  untleriaking-  branch,  his  shop 
then  iieiny  located  on  i'ratt  ^treet.  opposite  the 
I'.ank  of  the  Society  for  Savings,  lie  conceived 
a  number  of  successful  inventions,  and  was  the 
])ioneer  undertaker  to  manufacture  coffins,  and  keep 
them  in  stock  for  inimediate  delivery,  the  custom 
liaving  been  to  make  them  to  order  after  death. 
His  tasty  hearse,  draw  n  by  a  hue  four-in-hand  team, 
attracted  much  attention  ;  it  was  the  first  in  Hart- 
ford to  have  glass  sides,  and  brought  him  busi- 
ness from  the  best  class  of  people ;  during  the  w  ar 
ho  buried  many  of  the  generals  and  other  prominent 
soldiers  from  this  section.  He  frequently  was 
called  away  from  this  vicinitv  to  officiate  at  State 
funerals.  His  skill  as  a  cabinetmaker  won  him  a 
high  reputation;  he  made  many  fme  cases  of  rose- 
wood for  Col.  Samuel  Colt,  to  contain  revolvers 
which  were  presented  to  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Roberts  built  the  Roberts  Block, 
on  Main  street,  tnc  ground,  65x110  feet,  having 
been  purchased  for  854,000,  then  considered  an 
enormous  price.  He  planned  and  directed  the 
building.  In  1869  he  drew  the  plans  for  and  erected 
the  Haitford  Opera  House,  at  that  time  the  finest 
theatre  in  New  England,  outside  of  Boston.  Hav- 
ing teen  so  much  of  the  dark  side  of  life,  inci- 
dent to  h.s  undertaking  btisiness,  he  said  that  he 
"was  go.ng  to  try  to  amuse  the  people,"'  and  for 
many  years  under  his  management  it  was  a  most 
popular  play  house,  and  even  now  on  an  average 
about  ten  thousand  people  enter  through  its  portals 
each  week  of  the  theatrical  season.  After  twenty 
years  management  he  turned  the  theater  over  to  a 
lessee,  but  his  business  affairs  were  transacted  by 
himself  alone  until  his  death.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four,  on  'May  23,  1898. 

While  eminently  successful  in  business,  he  held 
progressive  views  of  life  and  kept  well  abreast  of 
tile  times,  reading  the  best  literature  and  taking 
deep  interest  in  politics  as  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  was  particularly  fond  of  good 
horses,  and  until  reaching  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-five  was  an  ardent  sportsman.  By  nature 
he  was  retiring,  and  his  friendship  was  prized  by 
his  associates.  Early  in  life  he  was  identified  witli 
the  I'ourth  Congregational  Church  of  Hartford, 
and  although  he  ceased  to  attend  church  in  later 
years  he  maintained  the  strictest  rules  of  Sabbath 
observance,  his  teams  never  being  taken  otit  on  that 
day. 


'        Mr.  Kiiborts'  first  wife.  Sarah  .\nn  Chapman, 
I  w  as  a  daughter  of  Drrin  C  hai)man.  of  Claston- 
j  bury,  and  a  desce'.idam  of  Robert  Chapman,  the 
settlor,  who  came  to  Sa\broi>k  in  pi<:ineer  limes  and 
j  w  ho.-~e   descendants   Inied   the   banks   of  the  Con- 
j  necticui  ri\er.    By  this  marriage  he  had  one  daugh- 
I  tor,  Sarah  .\ugusia.  who  was  born  Jan.  8,  1834,  on 
I  X'illage  street,  in  Hartford,  and  died  May  15,  18S3. 
i  She  married  James  A.  W  illiams,  and  had  five  chil- 
j  dren,  of  whom  only  one  is  now  living,  tiarry  Rob- 
erts W  illiams.    r>v  his  second  marriage,  to  Jane 
.\i)by,  of  lintiold,  Mr.  Roberts  had  two  children: 
William  H.  Roberts,  now  living  in  Hartford,  and 
Carrie  (^now  deceased),  who  was  the  wife  of  S. 
X.  Ryder,  of  Plainville,  Connecticut. 

James  .A..  Williams,  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  on  June 
i  9-  '^3,v  li'^^  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  dry- 
goods  business  since  early  manhood,  having  started 
in  Hartford  w  ith  a  brother.  Later  he  went  to  X'ew- 
York,  but  returned  to  Hartford,  and  he  is  now  lo- 
cated on  Asylum  street.  For  some  time  previous 
to  beginning  business  for  himself  he  was  associated 
with  Bolles  &  Sexton,  ^\'eatherby  Knouse  &  Pelton, 
and  then  with  William  X.  Pelton  &  Co.,  being  now- 
alone. 

Hai^kv  R.  Williams,  one  of  Hartford's  suc- 
cuessful  professional  men,  was  born  in  that  city 
Oct.  18,  1861,  and  received  his  education  in  its 
public  schools.  During  his  Junior  year  in  the  high 
school  he  gave  up  his  books  for  a  time  to  take  a  posi- 
tion with  the  Travelers  Insurance  Co.  In  1883  he 
began  the  sttuly  of  patent  law  with  Simonds  & 
Burdett.  In  1887  he  engaged  in  practice  for  him- 
self, and  his  speedy  success  furnishes  a  convincing 
evidence  of  his  ability  and  skill.  From  the  Rob- 
erts line  of  ancestry  he  inherited  marked  aptitude  in 
scientific  and  meclianical  matters,  which  lead  him 
to  take  natural  interest  in  patents  for  inventions,  in 
matters  pertaining  to  which  he  is  considered  an  ex- 
pert. In  connection  with  this  work  he  has  traveled 
all  over  this  country ;  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  six 
times ;  and  has  made  various  trips  to  our  neighbor- 
ing islands.  Fie  and  his  family  are  well  known  so- 
cially ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Asylum  Avenue  Bap- 
tist Church;  St.  John's  Lodge,  X'o.  4,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
the  Knickerbocker  Athletic  Club,  of  X'ew  York ;  the 
Megantic  Fish  and  Game  Club  of  Maine,  with 
headquarters  in  Boston ;  and  at  one  time  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  K,  ist  Regiment,  C.  X.  G.  In 
1888,  he  married  3.1iss  Allie  Barnum  Stone,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  George  ]M.  Stone,  of  the  Asylum  Avenue 
Baptist  Church.  She  died  Feb.  12,  1889,  leaving 
one  son,  Harold,  who  died  in  August,  1889.  Mr. 
Williams  afterward  married  Miss  Harriet  Beard 
I  Holley,  daughter  of  Samuel  C.  Holley.  of  Danbury, 
and  they  have  three  daughters,  Beatrice,  Lois  and 
Elizabeth. 

JAMES  S.  TRYOX  (deceased)  was  by  birth 
and  training  eminentlv  fitted  for  the  prominent  and 
useful  position  which  through,  life  he  held  in  the 
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luisiiicss  aiul  linanoial  WLuld.  As  banker  lie  was 
for  many  years  iiuiiuaiclv  ao4uaiiucd  wiili  ilic 
growtli  and  prosperity  of  Hartford  county,  and 
m  fostering  and  developing  its  best  institutions  he 
was  a  power  for  good  m  the  inriuential  conmuniity 
ill  which  he  lived. 

yir.  Tryon  was  born  in  l-'ayeitcville.  X.  C,  Xov. 
7,  1820,  son  of  Thomas  and  Hmily  i^Rootj  Tryon, 
and  grandson  of  .Moses  Tyron,  a  iironiinent  and 
well-known  naval  officer,  commander  of  the  Hag- 
ship  ■"Hartford."  Thomas  Tr}on,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  vi  W'etherstield,  Conn.,  and 
became  a  West  Indian  merchant.  He  met  an  un- 
timely death  from  yellow  fever  while  at  >ea,  about 
1S33.  His  wife,  Hmilv  (Root),  of  Hartford,  was  a 
descendant  of  Judge  Jesse  Root. 

James  Seymour  Tryon,  our  subject,  spent  his 
boyhood  days  at  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  anil  there  at- 
tended school.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  com- 
menced his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  bank 
of  James  Se\mour,  of  Auburn,  X.  Y.  A  few  years 
later  he  began  the  study  of  law  at  Rochester,  X.  Y., 
and  in  due  time  was  admitted  to  the  Uar.  For  a 
time  he  practiced  at  Rochester,  but  his  tastes  were 
for  business  rather  than  a  professionr.l  career,  and 
in  1S48  he  returned  to  Auburn,  X.  Y.,  to  become 
cashier  in  the  bank  above  mentioned.  From  1850 
until  1857  he  was  connected  with  a  bank  in  Roches- 
ter, X".  Y.,  and  in  1857  he  came  to  Hartford  as  cash- 
ier of  the  Alerchants  &  Manufacturers  Bank,  which 
later,  through  his  efforts,  was  re-organized  as  the 
First  Xational  Bank  of  Hartford.  ^Ir.  Tryon  re- 
mained officially  connected  with  the  First  Xational 
Bank  for  sixteen  years.  In  1873  went  to  Xew 
York,  and  there  entering  the  banking  business  con- 
tinued for  several  years,  maintaining  his  residence 
in  Hartford,  at  Xo.  991  Asylum  street,  from  1861 
till  his  death.  Mr.  Tryon  was  for  many  years  in- 
terested in  the  manufacture  of  book-stitching  ma- 
chines, as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Smythe 
Manufacturing  Co.  He  was  deeph'  interested  in 
church  work,  and  was  instrumental  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Asylum  Hill  Congregational  Church, 
of  Asylum  avenue. 

Mr.  Tryon  was  married,  in  IMoscow,  X.  Y.,  in 
1848,  to  !Miss  Eliza  Horsford,  daugliter  of  Hon. 
Jedediah  Florsford,  of  Moscow,  who  had  come  to 
western  X'ew  York  many  years  before,  as  a  mis- 
sionary to  the  Indians.  He  served  several  terms  as 
United  States  Senator.  To  our  subject  and  wife 
■were  born  three  children  :  ( i)  James  Seymour,  who 
married  Miss  Mary  \"incent  Harrington,  of  X^'ew 
Bedford,  !Mass.,  resides  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  has 
two  children,  Dorothy  and  Henry;  (2;  ?\Iary  mar- 
ried George  F.  Stone,  an  instructor  in  the  American 
School  for  the  Deaf  at  Hartford,  and  has  three 
children,  Janet.  Rachel  and  Mary;  (3)  Thomas  is 
an  architect  of  Xew  York.  ISlr.  Tryon  died  Jan. 
^)  1895,  completing  his  allotted  three  score  years 
and  ten,  and  presenting  in  his  earnest  and  successful 
career  a  type  of  the  best  American  manhood. 


!       IRX  l.XC  DE  LOSS  ]U..\XCHARD,  M.  D., 
city  I'liNsician  of  Hartforil,  was  born  Jan.  30,  1874, 
at  Foster,  R.  I.,  son  of  Rev.  Albert  D.  Blanchard, 
and    grandsun    of    William    I'enn    I'-lanchard,  of 
;  Rhode  Island.    Rev.  Albert  D.  Blanchard,  an  hon- 
1  ored  clergyman  of  tlie  Bapti-t  L'hurch,  was  born 
:  in  Rhode  Islaui-l.  and  his  wife,  .\Iarv  C.  Burrouglis, 
'  was  a  native 'of  Xewport,  same  Stale. 

Dr.  ii\ing  D.  Blanchard  began  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Foster,  R.  1.,  and  graduated  from 
the  high  school,  and  the  l're^l)yterian  Academy  at 
i  Salida,  Colo,    in  Augu>t,  1894,  he  returned  East 
1  to  enter  the  Medical  Department  of  Yale  Univer- 
sity, and  in  1897  the  degree  of  M.  D.  was  conferred 
I  upon  him  by  that  institution.     In  the  fall  of  the 
j  same  year  he  entered  the  Xew  York  Hosp.'ital, 
I  corner  of  Fifteenth  street  and  Fifth  avenue,  re- 
j  maining  there  a  short  time,  and  after  some  expe- 
I  rience  in  the  Bridgeix)rt  Hosj)ital  he  went  to  the 
Hartford  Hospital,  Jan.  i,  1898,  as  assistant  phy- 
sician, assistant  surgeon,  house  surgeon,  and  house 
physician.    On  Jan.  i,  1900,  he  engaged  in  active 
practice  at  Xo.  241  Main  street,  Hartford,  and  the 
appointment  to  his  present  post  as  city  physician 
was  made  on  the  15th  of  that  month.  Politically 
the  Doctor  is  a  Republican.    He  is  a  member  of 
the  Hartford  County  ^^ledical  Society,  and  of  the 
j  Hartford  City  IMedical  Society, 
i 

I  HOX  JAMES  RISIXG  (deceased).  The  fer- 
tile lands  of  this  region  have  made  our  rural  com- 
munities the  home  of  a  superior  class  of  agricultur- 
ists, progressive,  enterprising  and  thrifty,  of  which 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  well-known  resident  of 
West  Suffield,  was  an  excellent  example. 

For  several  generations  the  Rising  family  have 
been  prominent  in  that  locality,  the  first  of  the  naine 
to  settle  there  being  James  Rising,  who  was  born 
in  England  about  1617,  and  came  to  America  in 
1635.  This  worthy  pioneer  resided  in  Massachu- 
setts for  some  years,  being  a  student  in  Harvard 
College  in  1646,  but  after  his  marriage,  in  1657, 
to  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Hinsdale,  he  spent  a  short 
time  in  the  Bermuda  Islands.  On  his  return  he 
made  his  home  in  Salem,  }ilas5.,  in  1668  he  came  to 
Windsor,  Conn.,  and  in  1679  he  settled  in  Suffield, 
where  he  died  about  nine  years  later.  During  the  first, 
year  of  his  stay  in  Windsor  his  first  wife  died,  and 
in  1C73  he  married  ]\Iartha  Bartlett,  a  widow,  who 
died  in  1674.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer,  and 
his  descendants  have  largely  followed  the  same  pur- 
suit. Of  his  two  sons,  John  and  James,  the  younger, 
died  unmarried,  so  that  the  present  representatives 
of  the  family  in  this  county  are  all  descendants  of 
John. 

John  Rising  was  a  farmer  in  Suffield,  his  home- 
stead being  located  on  High  street,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  a  leading  citizen  of  the  town,  his  death 
occurring  in  1720.  Fle  was  twice  married,  and 
had  eighteen  children. 

James  Rising,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
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|.;.rn  in  \\\'-t  Sunkld,  :it  what  is  now  known  as 
]\i>iii'^"s  Corners,  anil  his  lite  was  spent  there.  He 
uwnci!  a  lari;e  amount  of  land,  and  was  cxtensivelv 
tii^ai;cd  in  larniiTic;  and  slock  raising,  while  as  a 
citizen  iie  was  held  in  high  resjiect.  He  and  his 
wife,  Ascnath  King,  died  at  the  homestead  many 
vcars  ago,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in  the 
cotnctcry  adjoinhig  the  P.aptlst  Church  at  Zion's 
Jlill.  They  had  live  children:  Isaac;  Alfred;  Ase- 
iialh,  who  married  Milton  Cornish;  Julius,  who 
died  in  West  SuftieKl ;  and  Hmaline,  \vife  of  .Rowland. 
] -helps. 

Alfred  Rising,  our  suhject's  father,  was  born 
and  rcaretl  on  ihe  old  homestead,  h'or  sliuic  years 
in  early  manhood  he  operated  a  farm  of  125  acres 
in  Southwick,  Hampden  Co.,  !Mass.,  lying  near  the 
line  of  Suftield  and  belonging  to  the  family  estate. 
He  became  one  of  the  pioneer  tobacco-  growers  of 
that  neighborhood,  and  after  his  return  to  West 
Suffield  he  continued  that-  line  of  business  in  con- 
nection with  stock  raising  and  general  farming. 
He  was  a  man  of  high  character,  being  especially 
noted  for  his  strictly  temperate  habits,  and  while 
he  was  very  liberal  in  his  religious  views  he  fol- 
lowed the  golden  rule  in  his  daily  /life.  In  his 
t'arlv  vcars  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  the  issues  which 
culminated  in  the  Rebellion  led  him  into  the  Re- 
j)nijlican  partv,  his  vote  being  cast  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  i'resident.  He  died  at  his  farm  in 
\\"cst  Sufiheld,  July  4,  1879,  and  was  buried  at  Zion 
Hill  beside  his  wife,  Marcia  King,  who  passed  away 
in  August,  1862.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Ashel 
King,  of  \\'cst  Suftield,  and  was  a  clevout  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Ijaptist  Clnu-ch.  This  worthy 
couple  had  three  children,  our  subject  being  the 
youngest.  ( i )  Lovatus,  a  resident  of  Southwick, 
Mass.,  married  Phoebe  Lewis,  of  Suftield,  and  their 
only  son,  Lewis  A.,  of  Southwick.  who  died  Alarch 
:?.S,  1900,  married  Abbie  Leonard,  and  had  three 
children — Abbot  L.,  Jame  A.  and  ^^'illiam.  (2) 
Anioret.  widow  of  Henrv  C.  Phelon,  resides  in  West 
Suftield. 

Hon.  James  Rising  was  born  July  28.  1S27,  at 
Suffield,  and  his  early  education  .was  limited  to  the 
district  schools  of  that  town.  He  always  resided  at 
the  homestead,  and  after  the  death  of  his  parents 
took  sole  charge  of  the  farm,  making  a  specialty  of 
stock  raising,  dairying  and  the  growing  of  tobacco, 
^vhile  he  also  dealt  in  the  latter  commodity  to  some 
<'xtent.  He  passed  away  at  his  home  Sept.  24,  1899. 
Politically  he  was  a  Republican,  but  of  liberal  ten- 
dencies, having  supported  Greeley  in  1872.  For 
five  years  he  was  assessor  in  West  Suftield  and 
served  in  other  local  offices,  includhig  those  of  grand 
juror  and  member  of  the  board  of  relief.  In  1882 
he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and  during  his 
term  of  service  he  devoted  to  his  duties  the  industry 
and  sound  judgment  which  brought  him  success  in 
I'tivate  business.  In  1858  he  married  IMiss  Plar- 
rict  M.  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Cynthia 
(Pomeroy  )  Davis,  well-known  residents  of  West 
u 


Suffield.  The  home  was  one  in  which  culture  and 
refinement  were  apparent,  buth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rising 
being  fond  of  the  best  in  art  and  literature,  giving 
their  intluence  freely  to  the  prc">motion  of  various 
nuivemenis  for  the  general  weltare,  and  }*lrs.  Rising 
was  ]irominent  in  religiinis  wcrk  as  a  member  of 
the  LJaptist  Church.  She  passed  away  Aug.  8, 
iDOO,  at  her  honic.  While  our  subject  was  noted  for 
his  honesty  and  uprightness,  and  saw  the  good  in 
the  underlying  principles  of  all  religious  faith,  he 
was  not  connected  with  any  Chitrch.  Of  the  two 
i  children  who  blessed  his  marriage,  (i)  James  A. 

died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  in  187S.  (2) 
!  Frank  W.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Connecticut  Literary 
'  Institute,  at  Suffield,  and  has  already  made  a  fine     *  ■ 
reputation  as  a  business  man,  being  a  packer  and 
dealer  in  tobacco,  and  a  successful  grower  of  peaches 
and  small  fruits,  to  wdiich  a  portion  of  the  home- 
stead is  devoted.    He  was  elected  to  represent  his 
town  in  the  Legislature  of  1901.    On  Oct.  19,  1887, 
:  he  married  ~\Iiss  I^Iinnie  A.  Knox,  of  West  Suffield, 
i  and  has  two  childdren,  Grace  E.  and  Ilawley  Knox, 
i  .     The  Knox  family  is  of  Scottish  descent,  the  line 
I  being  traced  back  to  Malcolm  I,  of  Scotland,  and 
I  John  Knox,  the  great  reformer,  was  of  the  same 
j  stock.    The  coat  of  arms  bears  the  motto :  Moveo 
I  ct  Propitior.    ^^"illiam  Knox,  the  first  of  the  fam- 
!  ily  to  come  to  this  country,  was  born  in  Glasgow, 
I  Scotland,  and  on  his  arrival  in  America  located  first 
1  in  Hardwick,  [Mass.,  and  later  in  Blandford,  that 
,  State,  being  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  there.  He 
cleared  a  farm  in  the  wilderness,  btiilding  a  log 
cabin,  and  as  time  passed  he  built  a  fine  dwelling- 
'\  house,  which  is  still  standing.    In  religious  faith 
;  he  was  a  Presbyterian,  and  throughout  his  life  he 
held  strictlv  to  the  doctrines  and  practices  of  that 
j  Church.    Fie  died  at  Blandford,  where  his  remains 
;  now  rest.    His  wife  was  a  ]Miss  Ferguson,  and. 
\  they  had  ten  children,  their  six  sons  being  farmers. 
'  by  occupation  :  William  and  Samuel,  who  were  both  \ 
;  captains  in  the  Revolutionary  army ;  John,  men- 
j  tioned  more  fully  below ;  Xathaniel,  who  was  a 
j  teamster  in  the  Revolutionary  forces  ;  David  ;  James  ; 
Molly,  who  married  William  Stuart ;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  a  ]Mr.  Fleming ;  Eleanor,  who  married  a 
~S[v.  Crook ;  and  Eunice,  who  married  a  IMr.  ThralL 
'       John  Knox,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Frank 
Rising,  was  born  Jan.  13,  1759,  and  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  army  as  ensign.    A\'hen  a  young  niaii 
j  he  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  county,  X.  A'.,  and 
settled  at  Russell,  wdiere  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
'  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.    Fie  was  a  Feder- 
;  alist  in  his  political  views,  and  a  devout  member  of 
I  the   Presbyterian   Church.      He   w-as   married  in 
I  Blandford  to  Miss  Anna  Gunn,  a  native  of  Pittsfield, 
I  Mass.,  and  a  descendant  of  an  old  Welsh  family. 
!  She  was  also  a  Presbyterian,  and  died  in  Russell, 
I  leaving  the  memory  of  a  useful  Christian  life.  To 
this  union  nine  children  were  born:  Henry;  Gerry; 
John ;   Russell ;   Chester :   Harvey ;   Clarissa,  who 
'  married  Moses  Bradley ;  Harriet,  who  married  Cal- 
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viii   Hill;   aiul    I'hiknnela,   who    inarrioJ   a  Mr. 
flark. 

llc-nry  Knox,  graiulfathor  of  Mrs.  l-"rank  Risiiii;-. 
was  horn  in  1780.  in  Dlandford,  Ma.-s..  and  ro- 
r.iin  cd  to  XcNv  \  ork  >tate  with  his  parents  while 
still  in  his  'teens.  W  hen  a  youny^  man  he  returned 
to  Blandford,  where  he  hought  190  acres  of  land, 
on  which  he  made  vaUiahle  improvements.  ]  le  fol- 
lowed farming  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  July,  1S53,  and  was  much  esteemed  as  a  citizen, 
being  a  leadnig  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  married  ]Niiss  L'harloite  illair,  a  native  of  Liland- 
ford.  of  Scottish  descent,  who  died  in  1846.  Her 
father,  Adam  LUair,  served  as  a  ^  Vidicr  in  llie  Re\  i.'- 
lutionary  army  under  Capt.  Ferguson.  Two  chil-  | 
dren  were  born  of  this  union  :  Mary  Ann  (^deceased),  I 
formerly  the  wife  of  Thomas  Herrick ;  and  Hiram  I 
Henr\-,  father  of  Mrs.  Frank  W.  Rising.  { 

Hiram  Henry  Knox  was  born  in  Blandford  Jan. 
27,  1825,  and  received  a  limited  education  in  the  < 
district  schools,  which  he  attended  during  the  winter  ! 
months.    As  he  was  a  keen  observer  and  a  constant  | 
reader,  he  became  a '  well-informed  man,  being  es-  j 
pecialy  interested  in  ancient  and  modern  history,  j 
In  early  manhood  h.e  engaged  in  farming  at  Blai:d-  | 
ford  on  a  tract  of  230  acres,  where  he  made  substan- 
tial improvements  and  remained  until  1S65.  He 
then  sold  out  and  bought  the  place  known  as  the  i 
Charles  INI.  Owen  farm,  a  tract  of  seventy-five  acres, 
on  which  he  has  built  barns  and  tobacco  sheds,  and 
where  for  the  past  thirty-five  years  he  has  been 
engaged  in  tobacco  growing,  stock  raising  and  gen- 
eral farming.    He  is  an  excellent  citizen,  and  com-  i 
mands  the  respect  of  the  community.    On  April  27,  ' 
1847,  'I'i  ^'^"'is  married  in  JJlandford  to  3.1iss  Ophelia  \ 
Black,  a  native  of  Becket,  ^lass.,  and  a  daughter  of  i 
Curtis  and  Lucina  (Herrick)  Biack.    Her  grand- 
father, George  Black,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu-  \ 
tionary  war.  r)f  the  two  children  born  to  this  union,  ' 
Ctu'tis  died  in  infancy.    ]\Iinnie  A.,  wife  of  Frank 
W.  Rising,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and 
graduated  from  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute, 
and  was  teacher  of  drawing  and  painting  at  ]Mc- 
Lean's  Seminary,  Simsbury,  for  two  years  previous 
to  her  marriage.    She  is  a  lady  of  fine  mental  gifts  | 
and  culture,  and  has  shown  decided  talent  in  both  1 
painting  and  music. 

ISAAC  De  FORREST  BLIXX,  proprietor  of 
the  "^laple  Crest"  poultry  yard,  at  East  Hartford, 
and  member  of  the  firm  of  I.  X.  Blinn  &  Son.  wood  I 
and  lumber  dealers,  as  well  as  extensive  property 
ow-ners.  of  the  same  town,  was  born  in  A'ernon.  1 
Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  Oct.  25,  186G,  and  is  a  son  of  : 
Isaac  X.  and  Jane  (Fish)  Blinn. 

Isaac  X.  Blinn  was  born  in  Xewington.  Hartford 
county.  May  23,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  ■ 
Annie  (  Butler  )  Blinn,  the  former  of  Xewington  and  , 
the  latter  of  W'ethcrsfield.  James  Blinn  was  a  life-  i 
long  farmer,  and  was  a  son  of  I'^lisha  Blinn,  who  j 
was  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a  cart,  the  team  i 


of  oxen  running  away.  He  left  his  son,  Jair.es,  a 
handsome  farm.  'J"o  James  and  .\.nnie  Tdnm  were 
l>>irn  eight  children:  James  B.,  a  molder,  who  dieil 
in  r.ridgeport.  Conn.:  Ailelia,  widow  of  Frederick 
Little,  of  Somers ;  Edward,  of  \  ernon ;  Chauncey, 
vi  Rocky  Flill :  Isaac  X'.;  Fannv,  of  \  ernon ;  Agnes 
and  Charles  H.,  also  of  X'ernon.  James  Blinn  was 
a  large  man.'  weighed  230  pouiuls,  and  had  always 
lived  in  Xewington  until  liis  removal  to  Vernon, 
where  his  sad  and  tragic  death  took  place  when  he 
was  eighty-five  years  of  age,  his  wife  dying  at  the 
age  of  eighty-seven.  He  had  been  a  Democrat  in 
politics  up  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when 
his  laitli  in  that  party  was  shattered,  and  he  became 
a  stanch  Republican. 

Isaac  X.  I!lii"in  attended  the  Xewington  Acad- 
emy until  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  then  entered 
the  South  school  in  Hartford,  where  he  finished 
his  education.  Xotwilhstanding  the  fact  that  he 
was  born  without  a  left  hand,  he  could,  when  a  boy, 
milk  cows,  pitch  hay,  cradle  and  mow,  and  his  abilitv 
to  do  other  kinds  of  work  equally  well  was  indeed 
remarkable,  if  not  almost  incredible.  Mr.  Blinn 
was  reared  as  a  farmer,  as  may  well  be  inferred  from 
the  foregoing  remarks,  and  moved  from  X'ewing- 
ton  to  \  ernon  with  his  parents,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  twenty  years  old.  He  then,  with  his 
brother  Chaunce}',  built  a  sawmill  and  gristmill  on 
his  father's  farm,  known  as  the  "King  Farm"  and 
on  a  brook  having  the  Indian  name  Tangirousin. 
This  brook  runs  mto  the  Hockanum.  For  three 
years  the  two  brothers  ran  the  mill  together.  Then 
Isaac  X'.  continued  the  business  alone. 

In  1865  yir.  Blinn  went  to  Parkville  to  run  a 
blacksmith  and  wagon  shop.  Some  time  later  he 
took  a  position  in  the  sash  and  blind  factory  of 
Richard  Joslyn,  in  South  Vlanchester.  In  1879  he 
built  a  sawmill  on  the  Hackmatack  road,  south  of 
that  village.  Two  years  later  this  was  burned  down, 
and  in  1882  he  built  on  its  site  an  iron  foundry, 
which  he  operated  for  three  years,  having  among 
his  work  nearlv  all  of  the  casting  for  the  Cheney 
I'-ros.  In  1885  'Sir.  Blinn  located  in  Xorth  Man- 
ch.ester,  resuming  the  sawmill  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  I.  X.  Bliim  &  Son,  which  he  has  since 
followed.  They  bought  the  Stone  property,  ad- 
joining the  Chiids  elevator,  in  1888.  In  1891  they 
removed  to  Burnside,  buying  twenty-eight  acres 
of  woodland  of  Charles  R.  Forbes,  in  the  tract  north 
of  the  W  oodland  mill,  and  clearing  this  purchase 
and  several  acres  adjoining.  On  this  land  they 
built  a  house,  now  owned  by  L.  R.  Clark. 

It  was  in  1891  that  VIr.  Blinn  built  a  sawmill 
on  the  site  of  his  present  mill.  This  was  burned 
in  May,  1893.  The  fire  which  consumed  it  was 
the  first  one  occurring  after  the  formation  of  the 
Center  Hose  Company,  Xo.  i,  and  is  accordingly 
memorable  among  the  volunteer  firemen  of  the  town. 
Immediately  after  the  fire  VIr.  Blinn  built  his  present 
mill.  This  structure  is  of  brick  in  the  portions  ad- 
joining tlie  boilers  and  engines,  and  in  the  remaining 
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j,i>ni>>!i  of  \v<x>tl.  It  houses  two  boilers,  one  of  35 
.in«!  tlu-  sccoml  of  70  horse-powor,  aiul  one  portaI)ic 
<-i!i,'iiK-,  running  liic  sawmill  and  tlic  i)lannig  unll 
wlucii  adjoins  tlic  sawnnll,  and  is  a  iwo-siory  build- 
ini;  of  wood  containniy  a])i)lianccs  for  turning  out 
.•ill  kinds  of  planing.  I'or  hauling  1  igs  to  the  mill 
,\lr.  i'dinn  keeps  nnie  hor^es  and  two  three-horse 
>iretchers. 

Isaac  X.  lUinn  and  hi-;  smi  laid  out  Idinn  street  in 
Kast  Plartfortl,  and  erected  all  the  houses  thereon, 
indeed,  wherever  they  have  lived  ihcv  have  built 
<lwellings  and  nulls,  and  their  sinmd  judgment  lias 
been  ]:rovcn  bv  the  fact  that  they  lia\e  always 
realized  a  protit  in  disposing  of  their  improved 
])ropcrty.  in  East  Hartford  the  hrni  of  I.  X,  Blinn 
S".n  has  transformed  a  veritable  swamp  into  beau- 
tiful vards,  surrounding  pleasant  hoiufs,  showing 
what  push  and  enterprise  can  do. 

(Jn  Xov.  I,  1S64.  Isaac  X.  lUinn  married  Miss 
Jane  I'ish,  who  was  born  in  Manchester  Aug.  7, 
1841,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  M.  and  Samantha 
(Kecney)  Fish,  who  were  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Jane,  Mrs.  Blinn:  and  Alfonso  H.,  a  joiner. 
The  ancestors  of  }^lrs.  Blinn  were  old-t/me  residents 
of  Manchester,  aiid  Keeney  street,  of  that  town, 
was  named  in  honor  of  the  maternal  side  of  her 
family.  Mrs.  Blinn  was  primarilv  educated  in  the 
^Manchester  district  school,  was  later  graduated  from 
the  high  school  at  Meriden,  and  is  a  lady  of  rare  ac- 
complishments, well-fitted  to  be  the  mate  of  her 
t-nterprising  husband,  wliom  she  has  materiallv  aided 
in  his  remarkable  business  career  through  her  sage 
advice.  Her  father  was  called  from  earth  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  her  mother  at  sev- 
enty-six. Three  children  crowned  the  tmion  of 
Isaac' X'.  Blinn  and  wife:  Isaac  DeForrest,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Leroy,  who  was  born  in  1867, 
and  died  in  1S6S:  and  Henry  Dayton,  who  was 
born  in  1870,  and  died  in  1885. 

Mr.  Blinn  is  a  member  of  Lodge  X'o.  2,  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees,  of  ^Manchester,  and  for  three 
years  he  was  the  lodge's  chaplain.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  East  Hartford  Grange,  and  he  be- 
longs to  the  Center  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
his  wife  is  also  a  member.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
ptiblican,  though  prior  to  the  war  he  was  Democra- 
tic. He  has  attended  various  conventions  as  a  del- 
egate, and  in  temperance  work  he  is  actively  inter- 
ested, being  a  strictly  temperate  man  and  one  who 
has  never  used  tobacco.  He  is  still  very  active  and 
industrious,  and  with  the  little  assistance  he  re- 
ceived at  the  start  of  his  business  life  as  a  part 
proprietor  of  a  mill  run  bv  waterpower,  he  has  luade 
liiuKclf  one  of  the  largest  hoUlcrs  of  improved  real 
^•^tate  in  the  countv. 

Isaac  DeForrest' B!  inn,  in  his  childhood  davs,  at- 
tended the  schools  of  the  district  in  which  his  par- 
ents at  different  times  resided,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  finished  his  education  at  the  Cliency 
tjraded  .school,  in  South  Manchester.  He  was  early 
trained  to  a  practical  knowledge  of  business  by  his 


father,  who  taught  him,  also,  to  remain  at  home, 
which  he  did,  and  eventually  became  his  father's 
partner  in  business,  as  is  indicated  in  the  foregoing 
])aragrai)h>.    ihit  from  early  childhood  he  was  an 
ardent  i)Oultry  fancier,  and  ofltu  expressed  a  desire 
to  enter  into  poultry  raising.    This  desire  was  not 
\  favorably  regarded  by  his  father,  but  later  on,  iu 
1881,  he  started  the  business  on  a  small  scale,  and  his 
'  management  of  and  success  in  this  industrv  has 
'  been  so  phenomenal  that  a  somewhat  lengthv  ac- 
C'lunt  of  it  is  here  permissible,  if  not  necessary.  He 
started  in  the  business  in  a  small  way  nineteen  years 
ago,  on  a  village  lot  in  South  [Manchester,  with  the 
\\  hite  and  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  Silver  W'yan- 
j  dottes  and  W  hite  Leghorns.      In  one  season  he 
cleared  S50  on  twelve  hens.    He  then  bought  one 
and  one-quarter  acres  of  land  on  Hackmatack  street, 
in  South  Manchester,  and  put  up  a  poultrv  house 
135  feet  long,  with  enclosed  yards,  keeping  200 
fowls.    He  sold  out  at  a  good  price,  and  in  1889 
moved  to  Xorth  ^Manchester,  later  to  W'oodand. 
I  Here  he  purchased  twenty-two  acres  of  forest  land, 
j  which  he  cleared,  and  put  up  a  poultry  hotise  150 
I  feet  long,  with  a  brooder  house  40  feet  long,  pipe 
!  system  and  hot  water.    Plere  he  kept  250  fowls. 
I        in  the  spring  of  1891  Mr.  Blinn  moved  to  his 
:  present  location,  the  "IMaple  Crest"  poultry  farm  on 
j  Bitkin  street.  East  Hartford,  and  last  spring  bought 
I  an  additional  ten  acres  of  meadow.    The  poultry 
'  house  is  275  feet  long.    As  we  enter  the  door  we 
pass  through  the  cooking  and  feed  room,  where  are 
'  root  and  vegetable  cutters,  a  bonemill,  and  an  Em- 
pire State  cooker.    The  feed  bin  overhead  holds 
:  2,500  pounds  of  grain,  and  is  divided  into  com- 
■  partments  for  the  various  kinds.      An  alley-way 
three  feet  wide  extends  the  len.gth  of  the  btiilding, 
opening  into  the  pens,  which  are  12x9  feet.  There 
is  an  unique  device  for  feeding  soft  food,  the  drink- 
j  ing  fountains  supply  two  pens  at  a  time  and  the  eggs 
'  are  gathered  from  the  alley  without  entering  the 
;  pens.    Over   the  cooking   room  is  the  salesroom, 
i  wdiere  breeding  birds  are  kept  in  separate  compart- 
j  nients.    In  the  basement  are  kept  the  roots  and 
I  vegetables,  and  there  is  a  winter  scratching  room  for 
j  each  pen.    In  this  building  are  700  fowls. 
:        Another  100  feet  will  be  built  on,  thus  enabling 
:  Mr.  Blinn  to  realize  his  ambition  in  having  room  for 
i  1,000  fowls.  Long  sloping  yards  extend  from  each 
I  pen  to  the  meadow.    Here  are  portal)!e  houses  5x7 
:  feet,  on  sleds,  which  are  moved  to  fresh  ground  often 
i  to  accommodate  the  growing  chicks.    One  thousand 
I  five  hundred  have  been  raised  this  season.    The  in- 
i  cubator  house,  one  storv  and  basement,  contains  six 
Cyr/hers  hatchers,  360-egg  capacitv  each.  Here  are 
kept  the  eggs  gathered  each  day,  each  egg  being 
!  neatly  stamped  with  the  day  of  delivery.    All  the 
j  eggs  are  disposed  of  to  private  customers  in  Hart- 
'  ford,  a  cart  being  run  to  that  citv  once  a  week. 
Chicks  are  hatched  out  ten  months  of  the  year  to  sup- 
plv  the  demand  for  broilers.    There  are  several 
out-door  brooders  of  Mr.  Blinn's  own  manufacture. 
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and  more  arc  bciiiy  l  uiU.  -Many  huiKlrcds  of 
ft-et  of  wire  fencing"  are  used  to  fence  in  tiie 
many  yards. 

llggs  for  haicliiny  are  sold  and  shipped  to  cus- 
tomers m  all  the  .State?  and  distant  points  in  Canada. 
Mr.  JJlinn  showed  two  white  I'lyniouth  Rock  cock- 
erels at  the  great  Aladison  Square  Garden  exhibition 
last  winter,  one  "Snowllake,  '  taking-  second  prize, 
and  the  other  taking  hfth,  in  a  class  or  twenty  birds. 
He  lias  recently  relused  an  offer  of  S50  for  "Snow- 
llake." He  has  also  exhibited  his  strains  all  over 
Xcw  Englaiul,  and  has  nivariably  carried  oti  a 
prize. 

1.  DeForrest  Ijlinn  was  joined  in  matrimony  June 
22,  iS<j2,  with  2\liss  Ella  L.  Forbes,  a  native  of 
Hockannm,  and  daughter  of  Stephen  Forbes,  de- 
ceased, a  sketch  of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere. 
To  this  felicitous  union  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  hrst-born,  Clarence  D.  F.,  died 
when  eighteen  months  old ;  and  Harold  Xewton, 
the  survivor,  is  a  bright  and  intelligent  child,  who 
gives  promise,  if  sjjared,  of  becoming  a  credit  to  any 
community  m  which  his  future  lot  may  be  cast. 

WILFRED  FlOi'KIXS  XETTLETOX.  inven- 
tor, promoter  and  retired  manufacturer  of  Bristol, 
■was  born  in  W'aterbury,  Conn.,  June  2,  1825.  At  an 
early  age  he  removed  with  his  parents,  Garry  and 
Mary  Xettleton,  to  Bristol.  Upon  finishing  his  edu- 
cation, in  the  schools  of  his  adopted  town,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Brewster  &  Ingraham,  clock  manu- 
facturers, for  one  year.  Soon  afterward,  at  about 
the  age  of  twenty,  taking  a  contract  and  employing 
a  number  of  men. 

\'ery  ambitious  to  be  himself  a  mantifacturer, 
Mr.  Xettleton  began  the  making  of  certain  parts 
of  clocks,  such  as  those  regulating  the  striking, 
called  "Lockwork,"  also  arbors,  pinion  wires,  and 
other  smaller  clock  devices.  F"or  these  purposes  he 
perfected  automatic  machines,  for  which  he  secured 
patents  in  this  country,  but  unfortunately  not  in 
Europe,  and,  as  evidence  of  the  value  of  these  in- 
ventions, they  have  been  copied,  and  precisely  the 
same  machinery  is  being  used  at  present  by  Euro- 
pean clockmakers.  These  inventions  were  greatly 
labor-saving,  and  gave  the  product  great  perfection 
over  the  old  methods,  and  by  them  Mr.  Xettleton 
for  years  supplied  nearly  all  the  large  clockmakers 
of  this  country  with  special  parts,  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  which  about  one  thousand  pounds  of  spe- 
cial wire  were  used  per  day,  equipping  some  five 
thousand  clocks.  He  continued  actively  in  this  busi- 
ness for  some  twenty-five  years,  emploving  at  times 
from  thirty  to  fifty  workmen.  He  also  manufac- 
tured, during  this  time,  ladies'  fans,  sewing  ma- 
chines, hemmers  and  binders,  toys,  and  other  small 
w-ares.  He  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
famous  "Ten  Dollar  Sewing  Machine,"  at  Brat- 
tleboro,  \'t.,  in  conipanv  with  Charles  Raymond, 
the  inventor  of  this,  the  first  practical  and  best 
cheap  sewing  machine  made  in  this  country.  After 


!  a  few  years,  and  with  this  business  well  esta'ilislied 
I  and  successful,  he  sold  his  interests  to  his  partner, 
;  Mr.  Raymond. 

j        By  reason  of  failing  he;dlh,  Mr.  Xettleton  was 
obliged  to  give  up  his  important  business  in  Bris- 
tol, selling  out  to  George  A.  Jones  in  1871.  Since 
that  time  he  has  occupied  him.-elf  in  looking  after 
his  business  interests  in  general,  and  in  frequent 
i  travels  over  the  country,  and  especially  to  the  South, 
j  seeking  renewed  health.  During  all  his  active  busi- 
I  ness  life,  though  a  very  busy  man  under  the  ex- 
j  actions  of  his  own  special  lines  of  business,  he  was  • 
I  sought  as  a  promoter  and  leader  in  other  business 
j  enterprises.   He  was  president  for  twelve  }ears  of 
the  Bristol  Saw  Co.,  a  director  of  the  Xational 
Water  Wheel  Co.,  and  president  of  the  American 
Coal  Barge  Co.  of  Xew  Haven,  owning  the  most 
rapid  coal  filling-  and  emptying  process  ever  in- 
vented.   He  is  aiso  one  of  llie  two  surviving  original 
directors  of  the  Bristol  Xational  Bank. 

The  quality  and  scope  of  yir.  Xettleton's  busi- 
ness abilities  and  successes  can  have  no  better  sum- 
ming up  than  to  say  that,  beginning  as  a  poor  boy 
and  day  laborer,  he  never  had  a  penny  of  financial 
assistance,  except  as  a  young  man,  a  hundred  dol- 
lars from  a  kindl_\-  aunt.  And  further,  to  mention 
the  way  in  which  he  met  and  passed,  successfully, 
a  most  critical  epoch  in  his  business  career.  1  his 
was  about  1855-1857,  a  period  of  hard  times  and 
,'  panic,  in  which  clock  manufacturers  were  severely 
j  stricken,  and  many  failed.  With  large  sums  due 
I  him,  and  his  own  obligations  to  meet,  he  weathered 
the  storm  bv  what  was  hardly  less  than  a  stroke 
of  genius.  Foreseeing  -the  darkening  clouds,  he 
hurried  to  make  contracts  with  jewelers,  paper 
makers,  and  other  manufacturers  of  salable  wares, 
to  take  his  orders  ttpon  the  clockmakers,  he  in  re- 
turn taking  miscellaneous  goods,  and  changing  the 
same  into  cash  wherever  he  could  find  a  market. 
The  crisis  called  for  foresight,  skill  and  high  cour- 
age, and  these  master  qualities  were  rewarded, 
bringing  him  safely  through  what  seemed  certain 
■  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Xettleton  has  ever  been  interested  and  active 
in  spheres  other  than  the  merely  business  and 
financial.  Politically  he  has  ever  been  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  for  several  years  was  a  member  of 
i  the  Republican  League  of  Xew-  Haven,  and  a  nom- 
inee of  his  party  -in  1866  for  the  Legislature,  as 
town  representative.  During  the  Civil  war  he  gave 
evidence  of  earnest  loyalty ;  though  unable  to  bear 
arms  himself  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  pledged 
a  hundred  dollars  to  each  of  his  employes  who 
might  choose  to  enlist,  and  several  did  so,  receiving 
this  bounty.  And  while  not  a  participant  himself 
in  the  great  strug^gle,  he  mourns  the  death  of  his 
only  brother,  George  E.,  a  soldier  of  the  i6th 
Connecticut  Regiment,  who  died  as  a  result  of  the 
hardships  he  suttered  at  Andersonville.  After  the 
terrible  day  at  Antietam  Mr.  Xettleton  hurried  to 
the  battlefield,  passing  through  most  eventful  ex- 
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pcricncos  in  liis  (.".uk'avor.s  to  aid  the  sutToring 
soUlicrs  from  his  town  and  State. 

Mr.  Xottlcion  hccanio  a  niombcr  ot  the  First 
Congrei^^atitMial  Church  of  Bristol  in  iSji,  ever 
interested  in  its  welfare,  and  at  times  serving  it  in 
an  official  jKisitiou.  Me  is  a  member  of  Franklin 
Lodge,  Xo.  5^).  1".  &  A.  M.,  of  Bristol,  having  a 
longer  membershij)  in  it  than  anv  one  living,  and  in 
its  earlier  existence  serving  it  a>  treasurer.  He  has 
alwavs  had  an  alert  interest  ami  progressive  spirit 
in  conuiumilv  and  social  life.  This  is  interestingly 
illustrated  in  the  notable  Bristol  Brass  Band,  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  town.  \\'hen  a  young  man  of 
nineteen  he.  v>-ith  S.  B.  Jerome  antl  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  a  choice  body  of  young-  men,  organized 
the  band  and  orchestra  that  attained  quite  a  celeb- 
ritv  under  the  instruction  of  Signor  Salvator  Rosa, 
of  Xew  York. 

Personallv,  Mr.  Xettleton  is  easilv  one  of  "X'a- 
ture's  gentlemen."  A  man  of  gentle  dignity,  un- 
assuming, affable,  and  naturally  kind  and  generous, 
as  fortime  came  to  him.  manv  have  been  the  institu- 
tions and  persons  thai  have  found  in  him  a  thought- 
ful and  generous  benefactor.  His  relal:!ons  with  the 
many  employes  of  his  active  business  life  were  ever 
friendly  and  cordial,  many  remaining  with  him  for 
years. 

On  June  9,  1847,  ^I^-  X'ettleton  married  ]Miss 
Harriet  Xewell  Tuttle,  of  Bristol,  his  strong 
helper,  his  devoted  wife,  and  a  lady  of  exceptional 
intelligence  and  refinement.  Mrs.  X^ettleton  died 
May  4,  1896,  and  had  she  survived  another  year  they 
would  have  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
their  most  happy  union. 

By  a  long  and  honorable  business  career,  by 
his  thoughtful  interest  in  other  persons  and  things, 
and  by  his  genial  social  qualities,  ^Ir.  X^ettleton  has 
well  earned  the  confidence  and  high  esteem  of  his 
fellow  townsmen  and  all  who  know  him. 

JOHN  B.  LEWIS,  ^r.  D.,  medical  director  and 
adjuster  of  the  Travelers  Insurance  Co.,  Hartford, 
himself  a  patriot  and  soldier  of  distinction  in  the 
Civil  war,  has  descended  from  a  family  of  patriots 
and  soldiers. 

Eleazer  Lewis,  his  great-grandfather,  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  Benjamin  Lewis, 
his  grandfather,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
John  Lewis,  his  father,  a  teacher  at  West  Point. 
Our  subject  was  born  INIarch  10,  1832,  in  Suffolk- 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  received  his  education  in  Powell- 
ton  Seminary,  at  X'ewburgh,  X.  Y.  Fie  was  gradu- 
ated March  10,  1853,  on  his  tv,-enty-first  birthday, 
from  the  University  IMedical  College  of  New  York 
City.  Shortly  threafter  he  located  in  the  practice  in 
Vernon,  Conn.,  having  formed  a  business  partner- 
ship with  Dr.  Alden  Skinner,  and  here  for  several 
years  he  had  a  full  share  of  that  laborious  practice 
of  medicine  and  surgery  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  an 
energetic  country  doctor. 

Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war 


Dr.  Lewis,  July  3,  iSf'ii.  was  commissioned  surgeon 
of  the  5th  Conn.  \".  I.  In  the  sirring  of  i86j  he  was 
commissioned  brigade  surgeon.  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, by  the  President,  and  ordered  to  report 
to  Maj.-Gen.  Banks,  Department  of  tlie  Shenandoah, 
and  was  assigned  to  the  2nd  Brigade,  Shield's  Di- 
vision.   Soon  afterward  he  was  made  medical  di- 
rector of  the  division,  and  remained  in  service  in  that 
capacity  up  to  the  time  when  the  division  was  in- 
corporated with  Gen.  McClellan's  Army,  at  Harri- 
son's Landing,  when  he  was  assigned  to  temporary 
duty.    The  invasion  of  ^Maryland  by  Gen.  Lee  oc- 
curred soon  afterward,  and  Sept.  15,  1S62,  while  in 
I  charge  of  a  lield.  hospital,  he  received  orders  to  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  the  headquarters  of  Gen  Mc- 
Clellan  and  report  to  Surgeon  Letterman,  where, 
during  Sept.  17  and  18,  he  was  on  duty  at  the  battle 
{  of  Antietam.    Some  days  later  he  was  assigned  sur- 
,  geon  in  charge  of  the  United  States  General  Hos- 
j  pital,  X'o.  6,  at  Frederick,  "Nld.,  and  was  in  charge  of 
i  this  hospital  until  its  discontinuance,  in  F'ebruary 
\  following.     By   command  of  ?^Iaj.-Gen.  Schenck, 
I  Middle  L^epartment,  Feb.  18,  1S63,  Dr.  Lewis  was 
'.  assigned  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  United  States 
General  Hospital  at  Cumberland,  }vld.,  upon  which 
I  duty  he  remained  until  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
i  While  in  charge  of  the  hospital  he  also  served  for  a 
i  time  as  medical  director  of  the  Department  of  West 
Virginia,  and  in  such  official  position,  in  company 
i  with  Maj.-Gen.  Crook,  commanding,  visited  and  in- 
spected the  military  posts  and  hospitals  within  the 
department.   In  his  field  service  Dr.  Lewis  was  pres- 
j  ent  in  thirteen  battles  and  skirmishes,  and  during 
j  the  same  period  was  many  times  in  charge  of  field 
:  hospitals.    In  1865  he  was  commissioned,  by  the 
President,  brevet  lieutenant-colonel,  L'nited  States 
I  \'olunteers.    He  was  retained  in  the  service  after 
the  close  of  the  war  in  order  that  he  might  have 
charge  of  the  sale  of  the  large  property  belonging  to 
the  government  which  had  been  used  for  hospital 
purposes  at  Cumberland,  and  when  he  had  com- 
pleted these  duties  he  forwarded  a  written  request 
to  be  mustered  out  "at  the  earliest  date  consistent 
:  with  the  interests  of  the  service."    By  special  orders 
j  from  the  \\s.r  Department,  Oct.  7,  1865,  he  was 
i  "honorablv  discharged  out  of  the  service  of  the 
i  United  States." 

I       After  his  discharge  from  the  service  Dr.  Lewis 
i  resumed  the  practice  of  medicine,  residing  for  some 
I  three  years  at  Rockville,  and  then  removed  to  Flart- 
ford.    After  a  few  months  spent  in  Europe  he  en- 
i  tered,  in  1869.  the  service  of  the  Travelers  Insurance 
i  Co.,  of  Hartford,  as  medical  director  for  that  com- 
pany and  in  charge  of  its  claim  department.    He  has 
since  devoted  his  time  and  talents  to  the  medical 
i  department  of  the  Travelers,  writing  meanwhile  nu- 
merous papers  on  historical,  medical  and  medico- 
\  legal  subjects. 

j  ^  On  June  13,  1855.  Dr.  Lewis  married  Miss  Mary 
I  K.,  daughter  of  lion.  J.  X.  E.  Mann,  of  Dedham, 
I  Mass.,  and  to  this  union  three  children  were  born. 
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one  son  and  two  (.laut;hters :  Dr.  W  illiam  J.  Lewis, 
the  son.  was  for  years  consulting;  surgeon  for  the 
Travelers  Co.,  and  is  now  in  practice  in  New  York 
City. 

TALCOTT.  The  fannly  Talcott  was  originally 
of  \\  arwicksliire,  lingland.  Tlu-  Arni.s — Ar.  on  a 
pale  Sa.  three  roses  of  tiic  tieid.  Crest — a  demi- 
grifiin,  erased.  Ar.  gorged  with  a  collar  Sa., 
charged  with  three  roses  of  the  first.  Motto — 
viirrL".s  SOLA  xor.ir.rr.\s. 

(I)  John^  Talcott.  a  descendant  from  the  War- 
vickshire  family,  was  living  in  Colchester,  County 

Essex,  previous  to  1558.    He  married  (first)   

Wells,  who  died,  her  husband  and  three  children  sur- 
viving. John  Talcott  died  in  Colchester  about  i 
Nov.,  1606,  survived  by  his  wife  and  her  six  chil- 
dren. His  will,  dated  24  Sept.,  1606,  was  admitted 
to  probate  12  \ov.,  1606.  His  bequests  indicate  a 
large  estate — "to  his  grandchild  John  Talcoat,  the 
son  of  my  son  John  Talcoat,  late  of  Brantree,  the 
sum  of  £40  good  and  lawful  money  to  be  paid  unto 
himself  by  myn  executors  at  the  age  of  20  years  if 
he  lyve  so  long."'  ' 

JOHX  lAYLCOAT. 

(H)  John-  Talcott,  son  of  John'  and  —  Wells, 

was  born  (probablv)  in  Colchester,  previous  to 
1558.  Married  Anne,  daughter  of  William  Skinner. 
He  died  early  in  1604,  and  before  the  decease  of  his 
father,  John',  his  wife,  one  son  and  five  daughters 
surviving.  His  will,  1604,  Anne,  his  wife,  being 
sole  executrix  and  residuary  legatee:  "I  John  Tail- 
coat of  Braintree  in  the  countie  Essex.  England, 
gives  his  homestead  to  his  wife  Anne,  during  her 
life,  and  after  her  decease  to  his  son  John  Tailcoat. 
He  gives  to  dau.  Rachel  Tailcoat.  John  Taylcot,  my 
Sonne,  and  to  Anne  Tailcot,  Marie  Tailcot.  Grace 
Tailcot  and  Sara  Tailcot  my  daughters,  fortie 
ponndes  apeece  of  lawful  money  of  England." 

JoHx  Tailcot. 

Witness :    Marke  Mott, 

Erasmus  Sparhawke, 
James  Sparhawke. 

(HI)  John''  Talcott,  son  of  John=  and  Anne  Skin- 
ner, his  wife,  was  born  in  Braintree,  County  Essex, 
England.  He  married  Dorothy,  daughter  (probably) 
of  Mark  Mott,  Esq.,  and  Frances  Gutter,  his  wife, 
of  Braintree,  Issue:  Marv  and  John,  born  in  Eng- 
land; and  San:u;l,  born  in  Xew  England.  John 
Talcott  was  an  only  son,  and  was  left  a  minor  by 
the  death  of  his  father  in  i'')04.  Xo  other  family 
of  this  name  ever  emigrated  to  this  country.  He 
came,  with  others  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker's  com- 
pany, to  Boston,  in  the  ship  "Lion,"  Capt.  Mason, 
which  sailed  from  England  22  Time,  1632,  and  ar- 
rived there  16  Sept.,  1632.  This  company  first 
settled  in  Xewtown  (now  Cambridge),  near  Boston. 
John  Talcott  was  admitted  a  freeman  by  the  General 
Court  at  Boston,  6  Xov.,  i(')32:  was  a  representa- 
tive in  the  General  Court  14  Mav,  1634;  was  chosen 


one  of  the  selectmen  of  Xewtown  4  l"eb.,  1(134.  Ho 
was  the  hfth  greatest  prt)prietor  of  hou.^es  and  lands 
out  of  eightv  townsmen.  I'i34.  When  the  party  of 
Mr.  1  locker  decided  to  come  to  Hartford,  John. 
Talcott  sold  all  his  i>ossessions  i  May,  i03(),  to 
Xicholas  Danlorth.  The  vear  before  he  sent  Xich- 
olas  Clark,  the  c<irpenler,  to  build  him  a  h<^use,  which 
stood  where  Xorth  church  n-nv  stands,  better  known 
as  Dr.  liushnell  s  chinch.  He  liecame  one  of  the 
distinguished  ■■poimders  of  Hartford,"  in  the  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut:  one  of  the  chief  magistrates;  a 
member  of  the  General  Court  tor  many  years;  and 
was  styled  the  worshipful  Mr.  John  Talcott.  His 
will,  dated  3  March,  i659-(>o,  pmven  3  March,  i6C)0- 
61,  inventoried  £1708-04-04:  "I  give  and  doc  give 
and  bequefe  unto  mv  sonne  ;Samevvellall  my  housing- 
and  house  lotts  lying  in  Wethersfield  ;  both  of  medow 
swamp ;  land  upland  with  all  mv  rights  thereunto 
belonging  now  in  the  ockuiiatinn  of  John  Belden,  or 
Enoch  Buck,  or  any  other,  both  on  the  east,  and 
west  side  of  the  river  forever  to  injov  himselve.  and 
Ayers.  provided  that  he  marry,  and  leave  no  issue 
of  his  body  lawfullv  begoten  when  he  depart  this 
life  that  then  his  wife  shall  onlv  posese  it  during  her 
naterall  livfe  and  then  the  land  and  housing  to  re- 
turne  to  the  eldest  sonne  then  living  of  my  soniT 
John  to  injoy  after  my  sonn  John  his  death."  Mrs. 
Dorothy  (Mott)  Talcott  died  February,  1669-70. 

)  Capt.  Samuel  Talcott,  the  second  son  of  the 
worshipful  Mr.  John  Talcott''  and  Dorothy,  his  wife,, 
was  IxDrn  probablv  in  Xewtown  (now  Cambridge). 
!Mass.,  about  1634  or  1635.  He  married  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Elizur  Holyoke  and  Mary  Pyn- 
chon,  his  wife,  7  Xov..  1661.  She  died  in  Wethers- 
field 7  Feb.,  1677-78,  leaving  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren— six  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  was  the 
scholar  of  the  family,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, 165S;  a  freeman,  1662:  i66q  to  1684  commis- 
sioner from  Wethersfield:  from  1670  to  1684  deputy 
to  the  General  Court ;  secretarv  Octoljer  session. 
1684.  On  16  ?^Iay.  1676,  he  was  appointed  one  of 
a  standing  committee  to  order  such  measures  and 
dispose  of  such  affairs  as  shall  be  necessary  to  attend 
to  in  the  intervals  of  the  r,eneral  Court.  12  ]\Iay. 
1677,  he  was  lieutenant  in  the  Wethersfield  train 
band;  14  Oct.,  1679,  lieutenant  of  troop;  16  Oct., 
1 68 1,  captain  of  troop  of  Flartford  county.  From 
1683,  except  during  the  Andross  administration,  he 
was  an  Assistant  till  nis  death,  i:  X'ov..  1691.  Flis 
will  was  dated  22  April,  1691  :  inventoried  £2181- 
01-06;  taken  21  Dec,  1691.  His  will  was  presented 
in.  court  23  Jan.,  1661-62,  having:  no  witness,  "and 
his  hand  being  so  well  known  he  having  wright  it 
all  with  his  own  hand  the  ccurt  accepted  of  it  to- 
gether with  the  inventorv." 

(\')  Cornet  Samuel  Talcott.  son  of  Capt.  Sam- 
uel Talcott  and  Hannah  Holyoke,  his  wife,  was  born 
in  Wethersfield  in  16)62.  and  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Mary  FJlery.  He  died  in  Weth- 
ersfield 28  Anril,  1698.  His  estate  was  inventoried 
at  £774-02.  Children:  .Samuel,  age  two  years;  Anne,. 
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seven  years:  ami  ^[ary,  eight  niontlis.  Adnis.  to 
Mary,  the  relict  aiul  w  idow. 

Ensign  Samuel  Talcott.  son  of  Cornet 
Sanuiel  Talcott.  born  in  niarricil  5  Dec.  17^3. 

Thankfull  r.eliling.  He  died  6  -Alay.  1739.  ]-lstate 
inventoried  at  ^39 12- 18-01,  taken  3  .Ui')',  ^739- 
Adins.  to  TliankfuU  Talcott,  widow. 

(\Tn  Ebenozer  Talcott,  son  of  Samuel  Talcott 
and  Thankfull  IJelding,  l>orn  1731.  died  J5  Aug., 
1795,  aged  sixty-four  years.  Sarah,  daughter  of 
John  Talcott.  his  wife,  died  13  April.  iSoi.  aged 
sixty-eight.  Children:  Samuel  died  young,  un- 
married. Ehenezcr.  a  sailor,  was  lost  at  sea.  Sam- 
uel, born  6  Eeb.,  1758.  married  Mary  (Moll\  )  Hurl- 
but  25  Dec,  1788;  lie  died  23  Dec,  1794,  CiL.  thirty- 
six  years.  Josiah.  a  sailor,  was  drowned  in  the 
Connecticut  river.  John,  a  sailor,  was  lost  at  sea 
near  Saybrook.  coming  from  t!ic  W  est  Indies.  Sarah 
married  Capt.  James  Treat,  of  W'ethersfield.  V\"ill- 
iam.  born  7  Nov.,  1771.  married  Amelia  Hanmer. 
31  July,  1800:  he  died  28  June.  1813.  aged  forry- 
two  years.  Marv  died  unmarried.  J  oseph  married 
Anna  Boardman  in  1803:  he  died  17  June.  1832. 

(  X'HI)  Deacon  William  Talcott.  son  of  Eben- 
ezcr  Talcott  and  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Talcott, 
born  7  Nov.,  1771.  married  31  July,  1800,  and  died 
28  June,  1813,  aged  forty-two  years.  His  wife, 
Amelia,  daughter  of  Er-uncis  Hanmer.  of  W  ethers- 
field,  born  18  Dec,  1775,  died  4  Sept..  1837,  aged 
sixty-two  years.  Children :  Amelia,  born  6  July, 
1801,  married  David  Hills,  of  East  Hartford;  she 
died  3  April,  1847,  aged  forty-six  years.  Celia,  born 
I  Feb.,  1804,  married  Henrv  Robbins.  of  Wethers- 
field,  and  died  in  1886,  aged  eighty-two  years. 
William,  born  22  Sept.,  1806,  married  Eliza  H.  Har- 
ris 12  May,  1830,  and  died  14  }ilarch,  1886,  aged 
eighty  years.  Sarah  Treat,  born  21  Jul\-,  1809,  mar- 
ried John  Lovcland,  and  died  3  Dec,  1873,  aged 
sixty-fcur  years.  Francis  H..  born  19  April,  1812, 
died  2  Dec,  1854,  at  Brattleboro,  A't.,  aged  forty- 
two  years.  \\'illiam  Talcott  was  deacon  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  in  \\'ethersfield.  A  drug- 
gist by  occui)ation. 

(IX)  William  Talcott,  son  of  Deacon  William 
Talcott  and  Amelia  Hanmer,  his  wife,  born  22  Sept., 
1806,  married  12  May,  1830.  Eliza  H.,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Harris,  of  Wethersfield.  born  10  April, 
1806,  died  31  March,  1883,  aged  seventy-seven 
years.  He  died  14  ^.larch.  1886,  aged  eighty  years. 
Children:  William  Hanmer,  born  17  Feb.,  1831, 
married  Charlotte  F.,  daughter  of  Charles  Church, 
of  Hartford.  bVancis  Hanmer,  born  3  March, 
1833,  married  Ellen  Sophia,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Prudden,  of  Flartford,  16  June,  1S56.  Xo  issue. 
He  died  30  ()ct.,  1893,  aged  si.xtv  vears.  Thomas 
Harris,  born  23  May,  1835.  is  a  resident  of  Xew 
York  Citv.  Elizabeth  Amelia,  born  3  ]-"eb.,  183S, 
was  married  23  Xov.,  1864,  to  James  T.  .Smith,  born 
4  'Slay,  1833.  Marshall  Decatur,  born  3  Oct.,  1840, 
married  Alice  Benedict,  of  Marshall,  Mich.  Dewitt 
Clinton,  l>orn  3  June,  1842,  died  25  Aug.,  1886,  with- 


out issue,  agetl  forty-four  years.    Cecelia  Augusta, 
born  S  Nov.,  1845,  niarried  George  Smith,  of  W'eth- 
ersfield.    Harriet   Ella  was  born  3  March,  1849. 
1  W  illiam  Talent,  father  of  this  family,  was  lK)rn  and 
!  reared  in  Wethcrsheld.    By  occufiation  he  was  a 
I  huiKler  of  houses.    He  and  his  wife  ceklirated  tlicir 
golden  weding  Mav  12,  1880.  all  their  chiUlren  sur- 
;  viving.    l  ie  was  a  representative  to  the  State  Eegis- 
;  lature  in  1S47.  and  was  Colonel  of  the  ist  Regiment, 

National  Cuard. 
i        (X)    I\L\ToK    \\'ii.LiAM    Hax.mi;!^  T.\rxoTT, 
i  born    in    Wethersfield    17    Feb.,  183 1,  married 
i  5  Nov.,  i89i,  Charlote  F..   daughter   of  Charles 
Church,  of  Hartford,  born  31  Jan.,  1836.  Issue: 
Charles  Church,  born  15  Aug.,  1862,  died  28  June, 
1866,  aged  four  years.    William  Church  Talcott, 
the  second  son  of  Major  William  H.  Talcott,  was 
born  21  Feb..  1872.    Major  \\"illiam  Hanmer  Tal- 
j  cott.  son  of  Col.  \\'illiain  Talcott^  of  Wethersfield, 
i  was  educated  in  the  town  schools  of  Wethersfield, 
leaving  there  in  1848.    He  served  an  apprenticeship 
of  four  years  with  Allen  S.  Stillnian.  to  learn  the 
trade   of  book-binding   in   Hartford.    After  this 
[  service  he  was  employed  at  wages  by  Edmund  Hunt, 
;  or  others,  until  i860,  when  he  bought  the  bindery 
[  of  Horace  E.  Goodwin,  and  began  business  for  him- 
I  self.    Ten  years  later  he  bought  the  bindery  of 
his  former  master,  Capt.  Allen  S.  Stillnian,  which 
was  established  in  1798,  it  being  the  oldest  in  the 
I  State.    Flis  brother  Francis  was  in  partnership  from 
1S70  until  his  death,  in  1893.    This  successful  busi- 
ness of  fortv  vears  has  resulted  in  a  wide  and  favor- 
able acquaintance.    With  his  active  business  life 
he  has  found  time  for  other  service :  Two  years  ;n  the 
city  council,  three  terms  on  the  board  of  aldermen 
(never  missed  a  meeting  and  but  once  its  o])ening). 
The  Major  is  a  Democrat  in  politics ;  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church  ;  a  trustee  of  the  Y.  ^I. 
C.  A. :  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Connecticut  Bible  Society :  a  me  nber  of  Trumbull 
Council,  Xational  Provident  L'nion  ;  a  councillor  in 
the  Order  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America ; 
major  commanding  in  1878-79  the  Fiist  Company, 
Governor's  Foot  Guards,  chartered  IQ  Oct.  1771  ', 
and  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  So- 
!  ciety. 

j  The  ]\Iajor  has  some  interesting  family  papers 
j  in  his  possession,  among  them  being  a  Colonial  writ 
j  that  has  been  passed  down  in  the  family  for  over 
j  130  vears.  coming  to  cur  subject  with  the  papers 
i  of  his  father,  who  in  turn  received  it  from  his  fa- 
j  ther.  It  was  issued  19  Xov..  176Q,  in  favor  of  Jo- 
j  seph  Talcott,  wh.o  was  treasurer  of  the  Colony  of 
{■  Connecticut  from  1756  to  1769,  and  was  a  son  of 
I  Gov.  Joseph  Talcott,  who  was  ;  t  the  head  of  the 
I  Colonial  government  for  seventeen  years  from  1725. 
I  Jose])h  Talcott  had  received  judgment  against  Sil- 
:  vanus  Phelps,  of  Hebron,  for  /8-io-05.  not  includ- 
;  ing  the  costs  of  the  court,  amounting  to  8s..  6d.,  the 
1  judg-ment  being  obtained  before  John  Ledyard,  of 
'  Ilartfurd.    The  constable  who  served  the  writ  was 
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SaiiUK'l  (liiliort,  Jr..  of  Holiruii.  then  a  part  of  Hart- 
ford county,  and  tlie  document  hears  his  si^fnature. 
In  want  of  nioney.  tjix^ds  or  chattels,  satisfviny  the 
judgment,  tlie  slieriff  of  the  tow  n  was  eoniniantlei-i 
to  take  the  hody  of  tlie  said  Silvanus  and  him  com- 
mit unto  the  keeper  of  the  ^.-ml  in  Hartford,  in  the 
comity  aforesaid,  within  the  said  prison,  who  is  like- 
wise hereby  commanded  t<T  receive  the  said  Silvanus. 
and  him  safely  to  keep  until  he  pay  unto  the  said 
Joseph  the  full  sums  aliove  mentioned.  The  Major 
also  has  the  commission  of  Knsiqn  Samuel  Talcott 
to  command  the  trained  hand,  dated  Hartford  lo 
May.  1735.  and  sii^ned  Joseph  Talcott.  Gov.  of  Con- 
necticut Colony,  bv  his '  Honour's  Command,  Geo. 
Wyllys.  Sec. 

John  Talcott  and  his  son-indaw,  William  ^^"ads- 
worth.  sei;^ed  tlie  Charter  of  Connecticut  given  by 
Charles  H.  and  secreted  it  in  the  oak  tree  in  Hart- 
ford afterward  known  as  the  Charter  C^ak. 

GoLDEX  \\'eddixg— Fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  marriage  of  Col.  William  Talcott  and  wife. — 
1830-18S0.  There  was  an  exceedinglv  pleasant  gath- 
ering at  the  residence  of  Col.  and  Mrs.  \\'illiani 
Talcott,  of  Wethersfield.  on  \\'ednesday  evening,  it 
being  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage. 
Their  eight  children  were  all  present  with 
their  families,  viz.:  Major  William  H.  Talcott  and 
\Yife  and  son  ;  Francis  H.  Talcott.  wife  and  daugh- 
ter, of  Hartford;  Thomas  H.  Talcott  (unmarried), 
of  Xew  York  ;  Mrs.  James  T.  Smith,  husband  and 
children,  of  \\'ethersfield  :  Marshall  D.  Talcott.  wife 
and  daugliter.  of  Chicago;  Dewitt  C.  Talcott  and 
wife,  of  Xew  York;  and  blisses  Cecelia  A.  and 
Harriet  E.  Talcott,  of  Wethersfield.  There  were 
also  present  a  sister  of  the  Colonel,  Mrs.  Henrv 
Robbins.  and  ^liss  Jane  Harris,  sister  of  ^Irs.  Tal- 
cott, both  of  ^^'etllerst^eld,  besides  a  large  number 
of  relatives.  The  only  regret  of  Col.  Talcott  and 
family  was  that  their  residence  was  not  sufficientlv 
large  so  that  they  could  have  invited  everv  relative 
and  friend  of  the  family  to  ioin  with  them  on  this 
festal  occasion.  The  reception  room  was  prettilv 
trimmed  with  flowers  and  running  vines.  Between 
the  two  windows  was  the  monogram  '"T-H"  on  a 
golden  shield,  made  of  flowers,  and  on  the  curtains 
of  the  two  windows  were  1830- 1880.  also  made  of 
flowers.  William  Talcott  and  Miss  Eliza  Harris 
were  married  bv  Rev.  Dr.  Tcnnev.  then  pastor  of  the 
Congreo-ational  Church  of  Wethersfield,  12  ^lav. 
1830.  There  are  several  notable  things  of  interest 
connected  with  this  occasion.  The  contracting 
parties  were  born  in  tiie  same  year  ( 1806).  Xo  mem- 
ber of  the  family  has  been  removed  by  death.  ^Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Talcott  have  lived  in  the  same  house 
ncarlv  fifty  years,  a  house  erected  on  ground  that 
has  always  been  held  by  the  Talcott  family;  and  this 
anniversary  not  onlv  comes  on  the  same  dav  of  the 
n'finth  of  their  marriage,  but  the  same  day  of  the 
werk.  A  \yritten  invitation  to  the  wedding  was  ex- 
hibited Wednesday  evening,  which  reads  -is 
IojIdws: 


!  Wethiirskiki.u,  May  10,  l'~;iO. 

I         WiHi.Tni  T.tIcou's  compliments  ut  .Mr.  John  Ldvelami, 

I  rei|iR-snnir  the  favor  (>f  his  comp.inv  at  .Mr.  Thomas  Harris's 

'  on  W't  i^lnesday  t'N  cniiig,  at  7  (I'clock. 
!  Voiirs,  etc., 

I  WlILIAM  T.\LCOTT. 

After  some  time  had  been  jxissed  in  social  inter- 
course, the  assemblv  was  callecl  u>  order  bv  Major 
William  H.  Talcott.  the  children  standing  near  the 
jiarents  in  a  group,  when  Major  Talcott  a^ldressed 

I  his  father  and  mother  in  well  fitting  words,  thank- 
ing them  for  their  kindness  to  their  children  through 
these  years,  and  e.\])ressing  the  love  and  regard 
which  tliC}'  have  for  them,  and  in  closing  presented  a 
purse  of  gold  to  the  parents.  Col.  Talcott.  although 
taken  entirelv  by  surprise,  said  that  he  had  no  words 

'  at  command  wliich  could  express  his  feelings.  It 
was  more  to  him  to  meet  with  his  dear  eight  cliil- 
dreii  upon  that  occasion,  and  lo  feel  that  they  had 
never  brought  a  stain  upon  the  family,  than  gold. 
Major  Talcott  then  called  upon  his  pastor.  Rev.  C. 
C.  Lasby.  of  the  Xorth  Methodist  Church,  Hart- 
ford, who  read  a  specially  appropriate  poem. 

The  reading  of  the  |X3em  was  followed  by  ex- 
ceedingly approjiriate  remarks  bv  Rev.  W.  W.  An- 
drews, of  Wethersfield.  Rev.  Howard  S.  Clapp,  pas- 
tor of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Wethersfield,  and  Rev. 
Amasa  Howard,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
the  kindest  sentiments  were  expressed.  Congratu- 
latory letters  were  received  from  several  friends  from 
abroad,  expressing  regret  at  not  being  al)le  to  be 
present,  as  follows:  From  Gen.  James  T.  Pratt,  of 
Wethersfield.  who  was  detained  liv  sickness;  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Brockway.  of  Elmira,  X.  Y. ;  Capt.  Ed.  W. 
kirk  Talcott,  of  Morgan  Park.  111.  :  Rev.  A.  C. 
Washburn,  of  S_\  racuse.  X.  Y. ;  L.  A.  Talcott.  of 
Chicago.  111. ;  and  Samuel  Broadbent.  of  Philadel- 
phia. C)n  the  invitations  to  this  anniversary  it  was 
written  "no  presents."- notwithstanding  which  there 
were  many  valuable  presents  given,  and  the  elegant 
collation  served  bv  Habenstein  was  beyond  criti- 
cism, consisting  of  chicken  and  lobster  salads,  fric- 
assee and  escalloped  oysters,  creams  and  ices  in 
fancy  forms,  jellies,  charlotte  de  russe.  loaf  cake, 
angel  cake,  faiicv  ornamented  cake,  mottos.  confec- 
tionery, fruits,  coffee,  lemonade,  etc.  The  tables 
locked  elegantlv  trimmed  with  fiowers  and  orna- 
mented with  a  new  set  of  china  of  rich  design,  which 

i  was  used  upon  this  occasion  for  the  first  time.  The 

1  refreshments  were  served  in  a  large  tent  in  the  yard, 

I  which    was   a   novelty   and   was   much  enjoyed. 

i  Throufrh  the  courtesv  of  President  Goodrich,  of  the 

i  Wethersfield  horse  railroad,  two  special  cars  were 
furnished  to  convey   the  Hartford    guests  home, 

[  where  they  arrived  at  i  .\.  ^r. 

William  Church  Talcott.  the  second  son  of  Major 

I  William  H.  Talcott.  bom  21  Feb..  1872.  entered  at 
an  early  age  the  city  Arsenal  school,  from  which,  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  entered  the  Hartford 

j  Public  High  School,  his  object  and  purpose  being 
to  accpiire  a  business  education.  He  gave  one 
year's  time  and  study  at  that  scliool,  at  the  age  of 
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<ixtcoii  years  ontcriiiq-  Wilbrahani  Acadeniv.  W'll- 
braliain.  Mass..  frmn  wliicli  institution  lie  graduatctl 
after  one  year.  recei\  ini;-  his  diiiUmia.  He  then,  in 
the  pursuit  of  liis  original  ]:)lan.  engat^ed  witii  his 
father  and  uncle  (tirni  of  W  illianf  H.  Taleott  & 
l!ro. )  to  loarn  the  business  of  book-hindins;-.  His 
luuiniely  death  occurred  Dec.  i8v>j.  He  was  a 
nietnl)er  of  the  Xorth  Methodist  Church  and  Sun- 
■day-school :  was  librarian  for  a  number  of  years; 
an  usher  in  the  church ;  and  a  member  of  the 
Young-  People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor. 
Jiaving  held  the  office  of  secretar\  and  treasurer. 
He  was  a  memljcr  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  of  the 
Yoiuig  :Men"s  Athletic  Association.  The  funeral  of 
A\'illie  C.  Taleott.  the  only  son  of  [Major  William  H. 
Taleott  and  Mrs.  Taleott,  took  place  23  Dec,  1S92. 
Prayers  were  said  at  the  house,  after  which  services 
were  held  at  the  church  at  2:30  r.  m.  The  pastor, 
Rev.  H.Q.  judd,  otficiated.  assisted  bv  Rev.  J.  E. 
Holmes,  of  Seymour.  Rev.  David  C.  Downev,  of 
Stamford  (  former  jmstor  of  this  church),  Rev.  A. 
H.  Meade,  of  Meriden,  and  Rev.  Jojin  Cromlish. 
During  the  services  the  flag  a:  the'Arsenal  school 
Avas  at  half-mast  out  of  respect  to  his  memory.  Ex- 
tended obituary  notices  appeared  in  all  the  Hartford 
daily  papers.  Courant,  Times.  Evening  Post,  Tele- 
gram, and  Globe  (weekly).  The  large  attendance 
of  friends  from  far  and  near,  with  beautiful  floral 
offerings,  gave  evidence  of  the  sympathy  and  respect 
toward  the  bereaved  parents,  and  love  for  the  voung 
man  whose  short  earthly  life  now  ended  had  been 
so  full  in  noble  aspirations  and  generous  activities. 

JOHX  A.  CRILLY,  adjuster  for  the  Hartford 
Street  Railway  Co.,  former  county  commissioner, 
alderman,  present  member  of  the  common  council, 
and  a  politician  of  local  note  and  influence,  is  one 
of  the  well  and  favorably  known  men  and  charac- 
ters of  the  Capital  City,  in  which  he  has  figured 
conspicuously  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century. 

y,lr.  Cril'ly  was  bom  April  22,  1847,  in  Pike 
River,  Canada,  son  of  William  and  ?^Iartha  ( Mc- 
Cormick)  Crilly,  natives  of  Ireland,  the  father  born 
Jan.  18,  1805.  and  the  mother  March  8,  1807. 
They  were  married  in  Ireland,  and  in  1836  came  to 
Canada,  locating  in  Pike  River,  v.here  he  was  occu- 
pied through  life  as  a  wheelwright.  Both  were 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Crillv  died  Jan. 
9.  1887,  and  she  on  July  17,  1886.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Thomas,  born  ]vlav  8,  1836;  Mary, 
born  July  29.  1838,  who  married  Allen  Hageboom, 
of  Canada;  William,  born  July  18,  1840:  Sarah  J., 
born  Aug.  12,  1842,  who  married  Henry  Spears,  of 
Pike  River;  James,  born  r)ct.  3,  1844;  John  A.  and 
Martha,  twins,  born  April  22.  1847:  "and  Robert, 
born  June  6,  1849,  ^vho  died  Dec.  10,  1852. 

John  A.  Crilly  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  place 
of  his  birth,  remaining  at  home  until  about  fifteen 
years  of  age.  and  attending  the  common  schools  of 
the^place.  After  this  for  a  tiiue  he  was  employed 
at  tarm  work,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  in 
1861,  he  came  to  Hartford,  in  which  city  he  in  1865 


became  employed  in  the  blacksmith  shop  of  the 
Hartford  Street  Railway  Co.  At  that  time  horses 
only  were  used  as  motive  jKiwer.  Shortlv  after  en- 
tering the  services  of  this  company  Mr.  Crilly  be- 
came foreman  of  the  stables,  and  had  charge  of  the 
outgoing  antl  incoming  teams,  and  also  the  care  of 
the  yard.  Later,  his  ability  in  various  lines  was  rec- 
ognized, and  he  became  acting  superintendent,  and 
materially  aided  President  Goodrich  in  much  of  the 
company's  general  business.  He  had  the  employing 
and  discharging  of  men,  and  luatters  jiertaining  to 
their  affairs.  At  the  time  of  the  change  from 
horse-power  to  electricity,  Mr.  Crilly  was  entrusted 
with  the  sale  of  the  horses.  He  continued  in  the 
position  of  acting  superintendent  until  1895,  by 
which  time  the  road  had  so  enlarged  that  the  oi^ice 
of  adjuster  was  created,  and  from  our  subject's  ac- 
cjuaintance  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business 
affairs  of  the  company  he  was  iiiade  that  oflicer.  He 
has  the  adjusting  of  all  claims  for  damages  against 
the  company,  a  position  requiring  a  peculiar  fitness, 
which  ^^Ir.  Crilly  seems  to  possess,  as  he  has  suc- 
ceeded admirably  in  all  matters  of  the  kind  which 
have  come  to  issue  since  the  creation  of  the  oflice. 
With  but  few  exceptions  he  has  settled  all  claims 
made,  and  in  each  of  these  exceptions  a  verdict  has 
been  obtained  for  the  company ;  in  this  he  has  no 
doubt  saved  the  companv  much  money,  and  his  ad- 
judication of  these  claims  have  always  been  most 
satisfactory  to  all  parties  concerned. 

^Ir.  Crilly 's  political  affiliations  have  been  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  in  its  councils  he  has 
figured  not  a  little.  Genial,  social,  and  possessed 
of  tact,  he  is  popular,  and  a  good  mixer  of  men — a 
make-up  of  the  kind  that  makes  a  good  political 
leader.  He  has  long  been  before  the  public,  his  fel- 
low citizens  of  Hartford  having  frequently  elected 
him  to  offices  of  trust,  honor  and  responsibility,  and 
as  often  has  he  discharged  the  duties  of  the  same  in 
a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  them  and  to  his  own 
credit.  He  has  served  six  years  continuously  in 
the  common  council  of  Hartford,  to  which  he  was 
re-elected  in  1900,  and  eight  years  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  aldermen,  and  at  this  time  is  the  oldeat 
member  in  point  of  service.  With  one  exception  _ 
iMr.  Crilly  has  served  longer  in  that  body  or  as 
alderman  than  any  other  man  now  living  in  the 
city,  serving  under  Mayors  Joseph  Sprague.  (Gov.)  • 
Bulkeley.  (Gen.)  Dwight.  John  G.  Root  and  Alex- 
ander Harbison.  He  was  three  years  a  selectman, 
a  position  he  resigned  to  take  that  of  county  com- 
missioner, which  office  he  held  for  two  years.  For 
twentv  years  ]Mr.  Crilly  has  been  chairman  of  the 
Fourth  Ward  Republican  Committee,  and  he  has 
also  served  occasionallv  on  the  ward  and  town 
committees. 

Socially,  too,  Mr.  Crilly  is  prominent  and  in- 
fluential, being  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  F  & 
^  M.;  Pythagoras  Chapter;  Wolcott  Council; 
\\'ashington  Comniandery,  Xo.  i.  K.  T. :  Sphinx 
Temple,  Mystic  Shrine:  Hartford  Lodge.  Xo.  82, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs 
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an<l  is  past  noble  grand;  Midian  Encampment,  in 
wliicli  he  lias  held  a  number  of  official  positions  ; 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  :  the  U.  P.  O.  ;  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen:  and  ]'..  II.  Webb 
Council,  Xo.  7o_'.  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  also  a 
niomber  of  Putnam  I'lialanx.  Mr.  Crillv  was  one 
of  three  who  took  medals  for  twenty-tive  vears  of 
continuous  service  in  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity. 

On  May  22.  uSjci.  Mr.  Crilly  was  married  to 
Louisa  A.,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Antoinette 
(Goodrich  )  Smith,  and  the  union  has  been  blessed 
with  children  as  follows:  John  A.,  Jr.,  born  June 
13.  1S85  :  .Martha  A.,  who  tlied  when  ten  months 
old  ;  and  .Mabel  Smith,  who  died  when  eight  months 
old. 

Capt.  John  Smith  wa^  a  farmer  and  river  man. 
He  had  a  family  of  three  children:  \\'illiam  E. : 
Louisa  .\. ;  and  Isabella,  who  married  Capt.  San- 
ford  -A.  Griswold.  of  Hartford.  The  father  and 
mother  are  now  both  deceased,  she  living  to  be 
si.xty-nine  years  old.  William  Smith,  the  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Crilly.  was  a  native  o,'  ^\■ethers- 
field.  Conn.,  born  March  17.  17S2,  soil  of  James 
and  Sarah  (  Hanmer  )  Smith.  His  father  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Wethersficld,  and  planted  i 
(or  set  out )  the  twig  from  which  has  grown  the 
giant  elm  tree  on  Broad  street,  Wethersfield. 
William  Smith  married  Hulda  ^^'oodhouse,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Abigail  Woodhouse,  the  former 
a  Revolutionary  soldier :  his  widow  drew  a  pension. 

GEORGE  M.  WAY.  There  are  few  of  the 
older  generation  of  Hartford's  residents  who  do 
not  remembr  George  M.  Way.  and  many  are  in- 
debted to  his  cool  head,  sagacious  judgment  and 
far-seeing  business  foresight  for  advice. "freely  and 
cheerfully  rendered,  which  has  redounded  to'  their 
pecuniary  profit.  His  career,  viewed  from  a  busi- 
ness standjxjint.  was  eminently  successful,  inas- 
much as  he  began  life  penniless,  and  died  owning  \ 
a  large  fortune.  j 

Mr.  Way  came  to  Hartford  in  1831,  a  young 
man  of  twenty-three  years!  having  been  born  in  : 
Colchester,  Xew  London  county,  Xov.  12,  1808,  [ 
.son  of  William  and  Demice  (Packwood)  Wax'.  { 
His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  by  trade  a  plane 
maker,  and  the  young  man  was  trained  in  both  ! 
•  pursuits.  His  educational  advantages  were  good  i 
for  the  period,  his  attendance  at  the^listrict  schools  i 
being  supplemented  by  a  course  at  Bacon  Acade-  ' 
my,  then  a  famous  school,  where  he  was  a  class- 
mate of  many  men  who  afterward  became  eminent,  ! 
among  them  the  late  Lyman  Trumbull,  erstwhile  i 
senator  from  Illinois.  These  opportunities  were  ' 
not  thrown  away  upon  a  youth  of  his  talent  and  ; 
aptitude.  The  habits  of  '  studv  and  '  observation  ■ 
formed  in  boyhood  remained  wit'h  him  through  life,  i 
and  until  he  passed  into  the  unseen  world  he  never  ; 
failed  to  note  and  weigh  current  events.  His  first 
employment  in  Hartford  was  as  clerk  for  Leonard  ! 
Kennedy  (afterward  his  father-in-law),  whose  store  \ 
stood  upon  the  site  where  he  himself  afterward 


carried  on  business  for  many  years,  and  which  is 
now  occupied  by  his  sons.    Even  then  he  dispb.y.'d 
that  tenacity  ot  pur]5ose  and  power  of  self-control 
whicli,  in  his  after  life,  was  so  conspicuous.  He 
receive(.l   from   Mr.   Kennedv   for  his  first  vear's 
work  S'xx).    Ily  dint  of  rigid  economy  he  was  al>le 
to  carry  this  sum  home  intact,  aiul  offer  it  to  his 
nii'ther.   Fiiuling  that  it  was  not  needed  in  the  do- 
mestic economy,  he  brought  it  back  with  him  to 
Hartford:  ami  this  small  amount,  deposited  in  the 
PhaMiix  Bank,  constituted  the  financial  nucleus  of 
his  fortune.    The  word  financial  is  used  advisedly, 
since  he  owned  a  more  productive  capital,  in  the 
form  of  hard  sense,  quick  perception  and  tireless 
energy.     In  1840  he  acquired  an.  interest  in  the 
business,  which  after  a  few  years  passed  wholly 
under  his  control.    In  commercial  life  he  seemed 
incapable  of  fatigue.    Always  the  first  at  the  store 
in  the  morning,  he  was  the  last  to  leave  sat  night, 
devoting  his  evenings  to  the  inspection  of  his  books 
of  account,  a  task  which  not  infrequentlv  extended 
far  into  the  night.    How  the  business  developed, 
under  his  watchful,  judicious  supervision,  consti- 
tutes a  part  of  Hartford's  commercial  history.  2\o 
detail  was  too  trivial  to  fi.x  his  notice :  and  it  is  said 
of  his  memory  that  he  was  able  to  tell — among 
nearly  3,000  accounts — on  which  side  the  balance 
stood  on  each  account  and  to  fix  that  balance  to  a 
nicety.  The  extent  of  his  business  necessitated  carry- 
ing a  large  stock,  filling  not  onlv  his  store  on  ^Nlaiii 
street,  but  also  the  rear  buildings  and  additional 
warerooms  on  Kinsley  street.  In  addition  to  the  capi- 
tal invested  in  his  business  he  had  large  and  valuable 
holdings  in  real  estate,  besides  being  a  stockholder 
in    various    solid,    dividend-paying  corporations. 
He  owned  farms  in  Bloomfield,  on  Talcott  Moun- 
tain, in  Windsor,  and  in  other  localities,  having 
probably  over  700  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Hart- 
ford  county   alone.     Although   unassuming,  and 
modest  in  dress,  demeanor  and  mode  of  life,  he 
was  a  man  of  powerful  personality,  rarelv  failing 
to  exert  an  influence  over  those  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.    His  mental  grasp  was  broad  and 
firm,  and  capable  of  comprehending  and  fathoming 
schemes  of  vast  magnitude.    Among  his  warmest 
personal  friends  were  E.  M.  Reed,  superintendent 
of  the  X'ew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad, 
who  was  wont  to  consult  him  on  matters  of  grave 
import ;  and  the  prominent  merchants,  Henry  Keney. 
Charles  Brainard  (president  of  the  State  Bank)^ 
James  Goodwin,  and  Robert  Buell,  the  latter  a 
merchant  tailor,  and  later  an  extensive  stock  bro- 
ker.   These  gentlemen  frequently  gathered  in  each 
other's  offices,  remaining  often  late  into  the  night. 
yir.  Way  died  at  his  home  on  Windsor  avenue  Oct. 
5,  1882,  some  two  years  after  the  death  of  his  wife. 
May  21,  1880,  leaving  an  estate  valued  at  over  half 
a  million  dollars,    in  his  early  life  he  was  a  Whig^, 
and  in  later  years  a  Republican,  although  never 
taking  an  active  part  in  politics.    In  religious  faith 
lie  was  a  Congregationalist.  being  an  attendant  at 
the  Central  Church,  of  which  Rev.  Dr.  Ilawes  was 
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pastor.  He  was  a  lover  of  fine  horses  and  Aldcr- 
ney  cows,  of  whicli  he  owned  a  !ar,q;e  number.  His 
wife,  Miriam  V.  (Kennedy),  was  born  Mareli  i8. 
1S04.  Slu'  liore  her  inisband  tliree  sons:  Samuel 
L.,  born  jul\  13.  1833;  ( ieorge  L.,  Mav  ^i.  1S35; 
and  W  illiam  K..  Mav  H),  1837.  The  voungest  died 
Jan.  18.  1887. 

GicoKGE  L.  Way  was  educated  in  tlie  district  and 
high  schools  of  Hartford,  having  among  his  precep- 
tors Rev.  Thomas  K.  Beecher.  After  graduation  he 
entered  the  store  of  his  father,  whose  wish  was 
thai  he  should  become  a  merchant.  In  September, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Ccmpaiiv  I.  22(1  Conn.  I., 
serving  about  ten  months.  On  his  return  home 
he  became  associated  with  his  father,  in  the  capa- 
city of  eonJklential  manager,  which  relation  sub- 
sisted until  the  demise  of  the  latter.  Since  that 
event  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  the  management 
of  his  own  extensive  business  interests. 

On  June  15,  1876,  Mr.  Way  married  Miss  Sarah 
Jane  Smith,  a  daughter  of  James  Smith,  of  Hart- 
ford. Five  children  have  been  born  to  them :  A. 
Sidney.  Henry  P..  Leonard  D.,  Howird  D.,  and 
Helen  C.  ^^Ir.  Way  attends  the  Universalist 
Church. 

DAXIEL  AXSOX  MARKHAM,  who  has  been 
engaged  in  the  successful  practice  of  law  in  Hart- 
ford lor  the  past  sixteen  years,  and  has  also  become 
well  known  in  the  city  in  other  connections,  was  born 
Dec.  29,  1854.  in  Chatham,  [Middlesex  Co.,  Conn., 
and  comes  of  a  family  long  established  in  this  State. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Markham,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolution.  Hiram  ^Markham,  son  of 
John,  had  a  son  Daniel  Xiles,  who  married  Mary 
Skinner,  and  resides  in  Chatham.  They  were  the 
parents  of  our  subject. 

Daniel  .A..  Markham  prepared  for  college  under 
private  tutors,  was  graduated  from  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity. Middletown.  Conn.,  with  the  class  of  1897, 
and  subsequently  studied  law  in  Middletown  with 
Arthur  B.  Calef' and  D.  W\  Xorthrop.  In  1882  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  ]\Iiddlesex  county,  but 
since  1884  he  has  followed  his  profession  in  Hart- 
ford, where  he  has  won  high  rank  among  the  mem- 
bers of  his  profession  and  as  a  citizen.  The  resi- 
dents of  his  adopted  city  gave  substantial  evidence 
of  their  appreciation  of  his  worth  and  confidence  in 
his  ability  by  electing  Mr.  Markham,  a  few  years 
after  his  settlement  in  Hartford,  to  tl:e  position  of 
recorder  in  the  city  court,  in  which  he  served  from 
1891  to  1893.  His  able  discharge  of  all  the  duties 
connected  with  that  incumbency  elicited  the  ap- 
proval of  all  concerned.  }dr.  Markham's  reputation 
as  a  legal  adviser  is  of  the  highest. 

In  1889  :\Ir.  :\larkhai  n  married  ]\Iiss  Grace 
Goodrich,  daughter  of  Samuel  G.  and  Annie  (  Ihit- 
ler)  Goodrich.,  and  three  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  as  follows:  Daniel  Goodrich,  Dec.  12.  1890; 
Margaret,  Jan.  21,  1893  (died  Dec.  9,  1895);  and 
John  Anson,  Xov.  15,  1894. 


ROGER  \\"F.LLES  was  born  at  Xewington 
Alarch  7,  i8_>o.  tb.e  si.xth  child  and  second  son  of 
Roger  and  Electa  (Stanley)  Welles.  Mr.  Welles 
attended  the  di.-trict  school  and  the  academy  in 

:  Xewington,  also  tlie  academies  at  ^Madison,  Conn., 
and  East  Hartford,  and  later  Williston  Seminary,  at 
I-last  Hampton,Mass.,  where  he  fitted  for  college.  He 
taught  a  district  school  in  the  Belden  district  in  West 
Hartford  during  the  winter  of  1846-47,  and  ""board- 
ed  round."  In  1847  he  entered  Yale  College,  and 
graduated  in  the  class  of  185 1,  after  which  he  cn- 

j  lered  his  name  as  a  student  in  the  law  office  of  his 

■  tmcle.  Judge  Alartin  \\'elles,  in  Hartford,  some  part 
;  of  ithe  time  being  occupied  in  teaching  in  ^kladison 
I  and  his  native  town.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
!  in  October,  1854,  and  had  a  desk  in  the  law  office 
'  of  Judge  Francis  Parsons.  He  was  appointed  en- 
i  grossing  clerk  of  the  Legislating  at  its  ^lay  session, 
I  1855,  and  acted  as  reporter  for  the  Hartford 
\  Coiirajit  of  the  doings  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives during  that  session,  Thomas  INL  Day,  Esq., 

I  being  the  editor  of  the  Coz/ra;;^  at  that  time.  In  Sep- 
!  'member  of  that  vear  he  went  to  St.  Paul,  ]\Iinn.,  and 
\  entered  into  a  law  partnership  with  William  P. 
I  Murray,  Esq.,  of  that  ciity.  In  the  fall  of  1856  he 
I  was  taken  sick  \yith  remittent  fever,  and,  being  ad- 
j  vised  to  have  a  change  of  climate  as  the  best  medi- 
I  cine,  he  returned  home  for  the  winter  of  1856-57. 
1  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  went  back  to  [Minnesota 
[  with  restored  health,  locating  at  Henderson.  .Sibley 
I  county,  where  the  United  States  Land  Office  had 
I  just  been  established,  and  entered  into  partnership 

■  with  Martin  J.  Severance,  Esq.,  practicing  law^ 
{  mostly  before  the  land  office.  On  June  16,  1858, 
I  he  married,  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  [Mercy  D. 
j  Aiken,  daughter  of  Lemuel  S.  and  Sarah  (Coffin) 

j  Aiken,  of  Fairhaven,  Mass.    They  have  seven  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  (i)  [Martin,  born  April  15,  1859^ 
graduated  at  Yale  in  1882,  and  is  now  doing  busi- 
ness in  Xew  York  City:  on  June  12,  1888.  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Amelia  Ration,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren.   (2)  [Mary  Crowell,  born  Xov.  i,  i860,  grad- 
j  uated  at  Smith  College,  Xorthampton,  [\Iass.,  in 
I  1S83,  and  is  now  an  instructor  there.     (3)  Roger, 
I  born  Dec.  7,  1862,  graduated  at  the  Annapolis  Xaval 
I  Academy  in  1886.  and  is  now  a  lieutenant  in  the 
;  Xavy.    (4)  Sarah  Aiken,  born  Dec.  2,  1864,  died 
I  Xov.  3,  1870.     (5)  Edwin  Stanley,  born  Sept.  5, 
i  1866,  graduated  at  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School,  at 
j  [Middletown,  in  1892.     (6)   Lemuel  Aiken,  born 
Xov.  18,  1870,  graduated  at  Yale  in  1893,  and  is- 
now  a  lawyer  in   X'ew'  York  City.     ( 7 )  Grace 
I  [Mather,  born  [\Iav  12,   1874.  graduated  at  [Miss 
j  Burnham's  School,  Xorthampton,  [Mass.,  in  1893,  and 
i  on  Sept.  3,  1895.  married  II.  Leonard  Beadle:  they 
:  have  one  son. 

;  In  the  spring  of  i860  [Mr.  Welles  returned  to 
[  Connecticut  and  entered  into  ])artnershi])  with  Judge 
j  [Martin  Welles,  who  died  Jan.  18,  1863.  He  was 
I  chosen  a  representative  from  the  town  of  \\  ethers- 
field  in  1864  and  1871,  and  during  the  session  of  ihe 
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legislature  in  tlio  latter  year  secured  tlie  passage  of 
an  Act  incorporating'  Xewington,  whicli  had  before 
been  a  parish  in  tlie  town  of  Weiherstield.  as  a 
new  town.  On  Jinie  i.  1874,  lie  entered  into  ]iart- 
nership  with  Hon.  A\'illiain  W".  Eaton  and  liis  son, 
in  law  practice,  continuing  thus  for  several  vears. 
On  -May  i,  18S0,  he  was  apjiointed  financial  clerk 
of  the  United  States  I'atent  Ottice  at  W'asliington, 
D.  C,  where  he  continued  until  Sept.  i,  i8qi,  when 
he  was  transferred  at  his  own  request  to  tlie  office 
of  the  Assistant  Attorney-!  "leneral  in  the  Interior 
Department,  remaining  till  he  resigned,  Julv  i, 
1S93.  He  has  since  practiced  his  jirofession  in  Hart- 
ford. 

]Mr.  W  elles  became  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Churcii  in  Xewington  May  3,  186S.  and  was 
clerk  Qf  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  from  Xov.  5, 
1S67,  to  Oct.  24,  18S7:  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school from  Dec.  31,  186S.  to  Jan.  4,  1873.  He 
published  the  Church  and  Society  Records  in  the 
"Annals  of  Xewingtoii."  in  1874.  \'arious  town 
offices,  as  those  of  selectman,  assessor,  justice  of  the 
peace  and  grand  juror,  have  been  held  by  him. 
For  several  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  Hartford  County  Bar,  for  the  examination 
of  candidates  for  admission  to  the  Bar,  until  he 
resigned,  in  1S89. 

^^"ILLL\^I  a.  CROSBY  was  born  in  East 
Glastonbury,  Ma.y  20.  lS4^^.  and  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  \\'ilbraham  (Mass.) 
Academy,  finishing  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 

The  name  Crosby  means  "town  of  the  Cross." 
The  termination  "by"  in  English  towns  is  a  Danish 
form  of  burgh,  bury  nr  borough.  The  towns  so 
called  are  found  in  great  numbers  where  the  Danes 
formed  their  settlements,  principallv  along  the  sea 
coasts  of  northern  England.  Undotibtedlv  the 
first  of  the  Crosby  family  to  come  to  America  was 
.""imon.  who,  when  twenty-six  vears  of  ao-e  came 
t&Ahk  country  in  the  "Su'san  and  Ellvn,"  with  his 
Avife  Ann,  aged  twenty-five  years,  and  their  voung 
son  Thomas.  He  became  a  "freeman  in  Cambridge', 
Mass..  in  1636.  later  was  one  of  the  selectmen, 
and  died  in  1639.  He  was  a  wealthv  man,  and 
xmdoubtedly  brought  considerable  monev  with  him 
to  America.  He  left  three  children.  His  widow 
afterward  married  Rev.  William  Thompson,  of 
TJraintree. 

Edwin  Crosby,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ellington,  Conn.,  in  1816,  and  was  left 
an  orphan  at  the  tender  age  of  two  and  one-half 
years.  Being  deprived  of  his  parents  at  such  an 
early  age,  much  of  the  family  history  has  been 
lost.  He  made  his  home  with  an  uncle  upon  a 
farm  in  Ellington  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  attended  school  only  a  few  short 
months  in  tlie  winter,  but  he  was  a  very  studious 
>;oy.  and  much  of  his  education  was  obtained  by 
reading  in  the  evenings  after  his  dav's  work  was 
■done.    At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  left  the  home  of 


his  uncle  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and 
went  to  Rockville,  where  he  was  emi)Ioyed  in  the 
dye  tle]iartnicnl  of  the  woolen  mills  for  some  time. 
He  then  canie  to  iui^t  ( ilast' >nbury  to  acccjn  the 
]Hisition  of  superintendent  in  the  mills  owned  bv 
Sereno  Hubbard,  and  in  that  capacity  w  as  ccinnectetl 
with  the  mills  until  the  death  01  Mr.  Hubbard, 
w  hen  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  business  and 
became  a  silent  partner.  Subsequently  the  firm 
bought  the  Eagle  Mills,  in  I'.agleville  (now  Addi- 
son). Conn.,  and  for  two  years  the\-  conducted 
both,  tjie  finishing  of  the  product  of  the  okl  mill 
being  done  in  Eagleville.  The  mills  at  East  Glas- 
tonbury were  then  known  as  the  Roaring  Brook 
A! ills.  I'inancial  reverses  overtook  the  company, 
and  the  mills  in  Eagleville  were  sold.  They  began 
anew  in  East  Glastonbury,  but  it  required  some 
months  before  matters  were  properly  adjusted. 
Later  Air.  Crosbv  assumed  full  control  of  tb.e  mills, 
which  he  ran  with  profit,  and  continued  in  active 
business  until  1884.  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his 
sons,  Alenibert  O.  and  Lincoln  E.,  but  poor  health 
obliged  the  latter  to  retire  from  business  shortly 
afterward.  The  father  died  .Vpril  12.  iSSS,  after 
a  gradual  decline  of  about  ten  years,  and  was 
buried  in  East  Glastonbury  cemetery.  He  was  a 
man  of  medium  height  and  weight.  A  faithful 
member  of  the  East  Glastonburv  Alethodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  he  was  very  active  in  all  its  aft:'airs,  and 
was  a  large  contributor  to  same.  He  served  as 
class-leader  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  a  number  of  years,  and  whether  the 
weather  was  good  or  bad  he  was  always  in  his  pew 
on  the  Sabbath-dav.  He  was  verv  domestic  in  his 
habits,  and  was  a  lover  of  home  and  family.  As  a 
business  man  he  was  very  thorough  in  his  under- 
takings, was  frank  and  open,  and  kind  to  his  em- 
ployes, manv  of  whom  had  been  in  his  employ  for 
several  vears,  and  made  a  great  effort  to  please 
him.  Lie  was  a  man  of  strict  integritv,  was  a  con- 
stant reader,  and  broad-minded  and  liberal  in  his 
views.  If  he  had  had  better  educational  advant- 
ages in  youth  he  would  undoubtedly  have  become 
a  very  prominent  man.  Lie  was  a  stanch  supporter 
first  of  the  Whig  and  later  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  represented  Glastonbury  in  the  State 
Legis'ature. 

For  his  first  wife  Edwin  Crosbv  married  Al- 
truda  Andrews,  a  native  of  Glastonbury,  and  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Honorra  (  Sparks )  Andrews. 
She  died  Dec.  5,  1S43,  leaving  two  children:  (  L) 
Lincoln  E.,  born  April  10,  1840,  died  Aug.  25,  1890 
(  he  married  Sarah  E.  Strong,  and  thev  had  four 
children,  Edwin  Hugh,  who  married  Ethel  L.  Clark, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  newspaper  business  in  Glas- 
tonbury :  (jrace  A.:  Eva  A.;  and  Florence  V.)  ; 
(2)  .Adario,  b  irn  July  4,  1843,  died  Feb.  22,  1894 
(he  wedded  Alary  Cory,  and  they  had  one  daugh- 
ter. Cora,  now  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  \\'ebb,  of  llolyoke. 
Mass.).  I'or  his  second  wife  Air.  Crosby  married 
a  sister  of. his  first,  Harriet  Andrews,  who  was  born 
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Oct.  7,  iSjo.  and  died  Jan.  5,  1899.    She  was  a  j 
g'OLxl  L'liristia'.i  mother,  and  a  kind  and  lovnij;  neiL;h-  ! 
bor.   V>v  the  second  union  there  were  three  children  :  | 
W'ilHani  .\. :  Alenibert  (,>.,  a  sketcli  of  wlioni  appears 
elsewhere:  and  Ada.  now  Mrs.  David  Gordon,  of 
Hazardville.  Conn.,  who  cared  lor  lier  mother  in  her 
dechniny:  years. 

W'ihiam  A.  Crosby  commenced  work  with  T. 
Steele  &  Co.,  of  Hartford,  and  learned  the  jeweler's 
trade,  remaining  al>out  eiglA  years  in  all.  In  1S6S- 
6c)  he  was  in  ih.e  jewelry  business  in  Chicago,  work- 
ing for  A.  H.  Miller  &  Co.  In  1S69,  after  rcturn- 
invi-  from  Chicago,  he  was  employed  in  the.ofhce  of 
E.  Crosby  &  Sons  as  bookkeeper  in  their  Hartford 
office,  which  position  he  filled  some  five  years.  After 
withdrawing  from  that  jx^sition  he  went  into  the 
jewelrv  business  in  riolyoke.  Mass.,  and  tJiere  was 
associated  with  him  his  brother  Adario,  doing  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  William  A.  Crosby  & 
Co.  Two  years  later  W.  A.  Crosby  sold  his  interest 
in  the  business  to  his  brother  Adario,  who  afterward 
carried  on  the  business  alone.  In  iSSi,  \V.  A.  Crosby 
entered  the  insurance  business  in  tht  city  of  Hart- 
ford, continuing  same  some  nine  years,  and  in  1890 
he  came  to  East  Glastonbury  and  entered  the  Crosby 
!\ranufacturing  Co..  in  which  he  is  a  stockholder. 
He  acts  as  inspector  and  shipping  clerk.  'Sh.  Crosby 
is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  no  taste  for  political 
life.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  ^Masonic  Order, 
holding  membership  in  Lafayette  Lodge,  Hartford. 

On  Sept.  2.  1869,  ]\Ir.  Crosby  married  ]\Iiss 
Alice  I.  Rodda.  who  was  born  April  25,  1850.  daugh- 
ter of  J  anies  and  Harriet  ( Thomas  )  Rodda.  and 
they  have  had  one  son,  Albert  born  Xov.  13. 
1870,  who  was  educated  in  the  Hartford  Public 
High  School  and  the  Xew  York  Dental  College, 
receiving  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  from  the  latter. 
He  is  now  practicing  his  profession  in  Xew  London, 
Conn.  He  married  ^liss  Isabel  Seldon  Darrow,  of 
New  London. 

WILLIAM!  M.  HUDSOX.  ^I.  D.  The  Hudson 
family  has  been  prominently  identified  with  Hart- 
ford for  several  generations,  and  Barzillai  Hudson, 
the  great-grandfather  of  the  well-known'  physician 
whose  name  opens  this  sketch,  was  at  one  time  ed- 
itor of  the  Hartford  Conrant.  Barzillai  Hudson 
came  from  Bridgewater.  Mass.  and  married  for  his 
second  wife  Hannah  ^^'atson.  the  owner  of  the 
Courant.  By  his  first  wife,  Margaret  Seymour, 
daughter  of  Gov.  Zebulon  Seymour,  he  had  one  son, 
^\'illiam.    She  was  buried  in  Hartford  cemetery. 

William  Hudson,  our  subject's  grandfather,  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  He  married  Mary 
Skiimer,  and  had  two  sons:  Barzillai:  and  ^^'illiam, 
our  subject's  father.  Barzillai  LIudson  was  born  in 
Hartford  Feb.  28,  1794,  and  died  March  28,  1871. 
in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Hartford,  and  engaged  in  the  furniture  and 
auctioneer  business  with  his  brother  on  "Slum  street, 
opposite  Pratt,  under  the  firm  name  of  B.  &  W. 
Hudson.    He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Phoenix 


Life  Insurance  Co..  and  was  active  in  iniliHc  life, 
bemg  ilirector  of  tlie  Deaf  and  Dunil)  Asylum  at 
the  ti:ne  of  his  death,  and  for  many  years  >er\ed 
as  alderman,  lie  was  a  member  of  tl;e  Center 
Church.  lie  was  married  in  Hartford  to  ICliza 
\\  ooilbridge,  daughter  of  \\  ard  Woodbridge,  oi 
Hartford,  and  they  made  their  home  in  a  pleasant 
residence  on  Pratt  street.  They  had  ten  cliildren, 
eight  tif  whom  reached  maturity:  Ward  Wood- 
bridge,  who  died  in  1S04;  Mary  Woodbridge  and 
Alfred,  both  deceased;  Charles,  who  died  in  1897; 
Eliza,  widow  of  Mr.  Pu'ii.-.  of  Milwaukee  ;  Frank,  de- 
ceased;  Julia  E..  a  resident  of  Hartford:  and  Gren- 
I  ville  ^1.,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  Ph'-cnix 
!  Life  Insurance  Co.  for  thirt}'  years. 

William  Hudson  (2),  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  1803,  and  died  in  1879.    For  some  time  he 
was  engaged  in  the  printing  business  as  a  memuer 
of  the  firm  of  Hudson  >S:  Skinner,  his  ofiiee  l)eing 
opposite  Center  Church,  and  later  he  and  his  brother 
formed  the  partnership  mentioned  above.    He  was 
a  member  of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard  at  one  time, 
and  as  a  citizen  was  highly  esteemed.    He  married 
Anna  ^liller,  a  native  of  Bloomfield,  daugiiter  oi 
Rev.  William  Fowler  ^filler,  of  that  town,  and  they 
[  had  the  following  children :  William   Miller,  our 
j  subject;  Anna  Jane,  who  married  F.  W.  Russell, 
j  of  Hartford,  and  died  in  1895;  and  Regina  ^Miller, 
1  who  married  Leverett  B.  Englesby. 
j       William  ]\L  Hudson  spent  his  early  years  in 
j  Hartford,  and  was  one  of  the  first  students  to  com- 
plete a  course  in  the  Public  Fligh  School  of  that  city, 
where  he  graduated  in  1849.    The  same  year  he  en- 
tered Yale  College,  taking  the  academic  course,  and 
graduating  in  1S53,  and  in  1855  he  vvas  graduated 
from  Jeflierson  ]\Iedical  College,  Philadelphia.  He 
then  studied  for  two  years  in  Paris,  and  in  1S57 
began  practice  in  Xew  York  City.    For  some  time 
he  was  connected  with  the  Xorthern  Dispensary. 
In  1862  he  was  appointed,    by  Surgeon-General 
Hammond,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  L".  S.  A.  While 
he  was  in  the  service  his  family  removed  to  Hart- 
ford, and  after  his  return  from  the  army  he  prac- 
ticed there  until  1869,  when  he  was  appointed  fish 
commissioner.    This  office  he  held  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  from  1881  to  1891  he  was  a  member  of 
the  shell-fish  commission.    He  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad, 
and  has  been  for  twenty  years  stockholders"  auditor 
of  same.    He  was  the  first  treasurer  of  the  Colonial 
Club,  and  is  now  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the 
American  School  for  the  Deaf,  and  vice-president 
of  the  Cercle  l*"rancais.    For  many  years  his  intlu- 
ence  was  recognized  as  a  potent  factor  in  municipal 
affairs.    He  is  chairman  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  Republican  Club,  and  served  two  }ears 
in  the  board  of  aldermen  and  five  years  in  the  com- 
mon council,  of  which  he  was  president  for  a  time. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  tiie  City,  County  and  State 
^Medical  Societies. 

Dr.  Hudson  was  married  in  Philadelphia  May 
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^.  1858.  to  Miss  Kllon  Hioskcll  r.rvaii.  and  llioy  have 
three  children:  ^\'illianl  M..  Jr.,  resides  in  Xew 
York  City;  Frances  r>ryan  married  William  aI. 
Storrs,  and  resides  on  CohimlMa  street,  Hartford; 
Kogina  Miller  married  I'Vederick  P.  Holt,  of  the 
Hartford  Trust  Co.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Lucius 
Hudson  Holt,  who  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1902, 
Yale  University. 

JA^H^S  H.  BREWSTER,  manager  at  Hartford 
of  the  United  States  branch  of  the  Scottish  Union 
and  National,  and  the  Lion  Eire  Insurance  Co., 
of  London,  England,  was  born  in  Coventry,  Tolland 
Co.,  Conn.,  Dec.  24,  1845,  and  descends  from  one 
of  the  most  ancient  of  Xew  England  families,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  family  tree  at  the  close  of  this  article. 

James  H.  Brewster  was  educated  in  Coventry 
and  Hartford,  and  after  leaving  school  clerked  for 
two  years  in  Pease  &  Foster's  store,  in  the  latter 
city.  In  1867  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  Hartford,  and  manifested 
so  great  an  aptness  for  the  business  that  he  was  ad- 
vanced rapidly,  and  in  1873  had  reached  the  position 
of  assistant  secretary.  On  Xov.  i,  1880,  when  the 
late  ^lartin  Bennett  was  .appointed  to  the  position 
now  held  by  Mr.  Brewster  as  manager  of  the  United 
States  branch  of  the  Scottish  Union  and  X'ational, 
the  latter  became  assistant  to  the  former,  and  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  Bennett  succeeded,  Jan.  i,  1900,  to  the 
management,  the  two  gentlemen  having  been  asso- 
ciated together  in  the  insurance  business  for  up- 
ward of  thirty  years. 

The  ten  generations  of  the  Brewster  family  in 
America  are  traced  to  England  as  far  back  as  1560, 
and  may  be  given  as  follows ; 

(I)  Elder  William  Brewster  was  born  at  Scroo- 
by,  England,  about  1560,  and  the  history  of  his  life 
in  connection  with  the  "}kIayflower"  and  the  Ply- 
mouth Colony  is  too  well  known  to  need  repetition 
here. 

(II)  Jonathan  Brewster,  also  born  at  Scrooby, 
married  Lucretia  Oldham,  resided  for  a  time  with 
the  Pilgrims  in  Holland,  and  in  1621  came  with  his 
family  in  the  "Fortune"  to  Plymouth,  IMassachu- 
setts. 

(III)  Benjamin  Brewster,  born  in  Duxbury, 
^lass.,  in  1633,  moved  to  Pequot  (now  X^ew  Lon- 
don), Conn.,  in  1648,  and  in  February,  1659,  "i^ir- 
ried  Ann  Dart.  In  1668  he  was  chosen  deputy  to 
the  General  Court,  in  1673  was  appointed  lieutenant 
in  the  X'ew  London  county  military  forces,  and  was 
later  promoted  captain.  In  1686  he  was  again  ap- 
pointed deputy  to  the  General  Court. 

(I\')  \\'illiam  Brewster,  born  in  ^March.  1669, 
in  Xorwich,  Conn.,  married  Jan.  8,  1692,  Elizabeth 
Reed,  who  died  March  11,  1692;  his  second  wife 
was  named  Patience.  About  1701  he  removed  to 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  where  he  died  on  his  farm  Aug. 
II,  1728. 

(V)  Peter  Brewster,  born  in  Lebanon  Feb.  17. 
1706,  married  Feb.  18,  1730,  Mary,  daughter  of 


Stephen  and  Elizabeth  Lee;  she  was  born  Dec.  19, 
1713,  and  died  Sept.  17,  1784.  .-Vbout  1737  Peter 
Pirewster  removed  to  Coventry,  Conn.,  having  pur- 
chased of  David  Lee,  Aug.  27,  of  the  same  year,  a 
farm  in  the  Xorth  parish  of  that  town.  Peter 
Brewster  was  a  hatter  by  trade,  and  undoubtedly 
also  a  farmer.  On  Xov.  30,  1786,  when  over  sev- 
enty-nine years  of  age,  he  married  lor  his  second 
wife  ^liriam  Barnard.  He  died  in  January,  1802, 
I  and  she  in  1818. 

j        O'l)  Jacob  Brewster,  born  in  Coventry,  Conn., 
j  in  1742,  married  Delia,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  De- 
I  liverance  (Rust)  Taylor.    She  was  born  May  23,  < 
1750,  and  died  Oct.  20,  1835.    The  death  of  Jacob 
took  place  March  31,  1823. 

(\TI)  Shubael  Brewster,  born  April  14,  1769, 
married  April  24,  1704,  Asenath,  daughter  of  Xoah 
and  Submit  (Cooke)  Porter,  for  his  first  wife.  She 
was  born  July  8,  1766,  and  died  May  21,  1814.  For 
his  second  wife  Shubael  married  Cynthia  Wing 
Kingsbury,  who  died  March  27,  1856.  He  died 
June  17,  1862. 

(Vill)  Flenry  Augustus  Brewster,  born  in  Cov- 
entry, Conn.,  July  23,  1817,  married  Fannie  S. 
Badger  Dec.  10,  1S44. 

(IX)  James  H.  Brewster,  whose  name  opens 
this  article,  and  whose  nativity  has  been  mentioned, 
married  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  ]\Iary  E.  Folts. 

(X)  James  H.  Brewster,  Jr.,  born  June  7,  1882, 
is  now  (1900)  a  member  of  the  Freshman  class  in 
Yale  University,  Xew  Haven. 

PHILO  W.  XEWTOX  has  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Flartford  for  over 
a  Cjuarler  of  a  century,  and  in  that  and  various  con- 
nections is  well  known  in  the  city,  of  which  he  is  a 
native,  born  Dec.  10,  1849.  He  is  a  son  of  Philo 
S.  Xewton,  grandson  of  Daniel  Xewton,  and  great- 
grandson  of  Solomon  X'ewton. 

Philo  S.  Xewton  was  l)orn  in  Shrewsbury.  ^Mass.. 
and  there  engaged  in  the  gunsmith's  business  until 
1840,  when  he  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  em- 
barked in  the  same  line.    Here  he  passed  the  re- 

I  mainder  of  his  days.  He  married  a  }vlis3  Pelton, 
of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  they  had  a  family  of 
two  children:  Anna  C,  Mrs.  Hawley,  of  Hartford; 

'  and  Philo         whose  name  introduces  these  lines. 

!       Philo  \V.  Xewton  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 

I  city  of  his  birth,  attending  the  public  schools  during 
his  boyhood,  and  in  1866  took  up  the  vocation  in 
which  he  has  since  been  engaged,  being  with  Wood- 
ruff &  Curtiss,  at  the  corner  of  Charter  Oak  and 
Main  streets,  until  1868.  In  that  year  he  entered 
the  employ  of  E.  S.  Sykcs  &  Co.,  the  "Allyn  House" 
drug  store,  corner  of  Asylum  and  Trumbull  streets, 
with  whom  in  1872  he  entered  into  partnership,  the 
firm  becoming  Sykes  &  Xewti.n.  This  partnership 
ended  in  1885,  since  when  Mr.  Xewton  has  con- 
ducted the  business  alone,  enjoying  a  profitable 
patronage.  He  has,  by  strict  attenlictn  to  the  wants 
of  his  customers,  courtesy  and  reliability,  gained  an 
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cnviahle  ropiuatioii.  and  his  success  has  hoin  well 
deserved,  liavin^;  been  \vc>n  by  hard  \\\  rk  and  con- 
stant devotion  to  the  demands  of  liis  l)nsiness.  Mr. 
Newton  is  a  nienilier  of  tlie  City,  State  and  Amer- 
ican Pharmaceutical  Associations,  is  a  nicnilxr  of 
tlie  Hartford  lUisiness  Men's  Asc>ciation,  and  is 
also  well  kr.own  in  social  or_i;ani7.ations,  being  a 
member  of  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  loo,  A.  F.  A. 
^L.  of  which  he  is  now  a  past  master:  of  ^\'a^h- 
ington  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  wliich 
he  is  past  commander ;  and  of  Sphinx  Temple, 
Xobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  For  many  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  C.  X.  G.,  serving  for  eleven 
years  as  hospital  steward  of  the  i•'i^^t  Regiment, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  City  \'eteran 
Guard. 

^Ir.  X'ewton  was  married  in  1S90.  in  Worcester, 
Mass.,  to  Mrs.  Angelia  (  Holden  )  Thompson,  a  na- 
tive of  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

OTARLES  EDWARD  HUXGERFORD,  fore- 
man in  the  case  department  of  the  E.'  Ingraliam 
Co.'s  works  in  Bristol,  is  a  native  of  that  city,  born 
Aug.  4,  1S45. 

The  Hungerfords  are  of  English  origin,  and 
trace  their  ancestry  back  to  Sir  Thomas  Hun- 
gerford,  who  was  in  1377  the  first  regular  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  He  died  in  13.9S. 
James  Smithson  was  a  son  of  Hugh  Smithsou,  the 
first  Dtike  of  Xortluimberland,  and  his  mother  was 
Mary  Hungerford.  He  never  married,  and  willed 
all  his  property  to  his  nephew,  Henrv  Hugerford, 
if  he  had  isstie,  "either  legitimate  or  illegitimate." 
Otherwise  it  was  to  goto  the  Cnited  States, to  found 
an  institution  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  to  be 
called  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Hence  the  ori- 
gin of  the  famous  institution  located  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  The  amount  given  was  over  8500,000.  In 
England  there  are  two  almshouses,  existing  at  the 
present  time,  which  were  endowed  and  founded  by 
the  Hungerfords  before  1450. 

(I)  Thomas  Flungerford,  the  first  of  the  fainily 
in  the  Xew  World,  doubtless  came  to  this  country  as 
a  mariner.  In  1639  he  owned  a  three-cornered  lot 
of  an  acre,  w'ith  a  house  thereon,  in  Hartford,  Conn. 
In  1651  he  moved  to  Pequot,  now  Xew  London, 
Conn.,  and  shortly  afterward  cleared  the  land  where 
the  fort  now  stands.  He  died  in  1663,  leaving 
three  children:  two  by  his  first  wife — Thoinas,  aged 
about  fifteen  years;  Sarah,  nine  years;  and  Hannah, 
born  ]May  I,  1659. 

(II)  Thomas  Hungerford  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Thomas,  John,  Green,  Elizabeth,  Susanna, 
Sarah  and  Ivlary.  He  died  between  Jan.  11  and 
Feb.  5,  1713-14,  aged  sixty-five  or  sixty-six  years. 

(III)  Thomas  Hungerford,  of  Iladdam,  Conn., 
married  Elizabeth  Smith,  and  they  had  children: 
Hannah,  Thomas,  Benjamin,  Elizabeth,  John,  David 
and  Samuel. 

(IV)  Capt.  John  Hungerford,  born  March  4, 
-1718,  was  married  Dec.  27,  1739,  to  Deborah  Hun- 


1  geriord,  daughter  of  John  Ilungerfortl.    She  tlicil 
'  beiore  .March  (>,  1745.  ;is  on  that  date  he  nuirrieil 
I  Lucy,  his  second  u  iie.  who  died  Feb.  10,  179S,  aged 
seventy-seven  years.     \\\  the  first  imion  there  were 
tw  o  children  :  Le\'i  auil   I  hijuias.       To  the  second 
;  marriage  were  born:  (Jliver.  L  riali,  Amasa,  Deb- 
i  orali.  John,  Lucy,  Flizal.)etli.  Huldah  aiul  Lydia. 
1  Capt.  Fiugerford  was  (.[uite  j.ironiinent  in  military 
I  affairs.    In  1751-52  he  moved  to  Farniington.  and 
i  in  iNIay,  1754,  was  appointed,  by  the  Assembly,  en- 
i  sign  in  the  Sixth  Com])any,  or  "train-band,"  of  that 
:  unvn.  In  ]\lay,  1757,  he  was  appointed  lieutenant  of 
the  "train-band"  in  the  i)arish  of  Xew  Cambridge, 
now  jiristol  (formerly  in  the  town  of  Farmington), 
and  in  May,  1758,  the  Assemblv  appointed  him  cap- 
tain of  the  same.    The  same  month  the  Assembly 
ajjpointed  him  captain  in  the  army,  in  the  I'irst 
Regiment.    He  died  in  Southington  Dec.  24,  17S7, 
and  his  remains  lie  in  the  old  cemetery  at  IMain- 
ville,  Hartford  county.    The  epitaph  on  his  grave- 
stone is  as  follows : 

Behold  and  see  as  you  pass  by, 
As  you  are  now,  so  once  was  I, 
As  I  am  now,  so  you  must  be, 
Prepare  tor  death  and  tiillow  me. 

!  (\')  Thomas  Hungerford.  born  July  19,  1742, 
died  in  1810.  Fie  served  as  a  captain  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  On  Oct.  29,  1764,  he  married  (first) 
;  Xaomv  IMoody,  born  in  1746,  who  died  in  1769. 
j  His  second  wife  was  Elizabeth  ^.lathews,  wdio  died 
!  in  I-'ebruary,  1819.  The  children  born  to  the  first 
I  marriage  were  Chloe.  Sabra  and  Zenos.  To  the  sec- 
I  ond  union  came  :  Cynthia,  one  that  died  in  infancy, 
!  Street,  Svlvia,  Evits.  Elavil.  Levinah,  Alma,  Street, 
i  Sheldon  and  Xaomi. 

j  (^T)  Evits  Hungerford.  grandfather  of  Charles 
j  E.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Oct. 
i  29,  1777,  and  was  a  lifelong  farmer  in  that  locality. 
:  He  was  also  a  blacksmith,  and  worked  at  the  trade 
I  for  years.  In  politics  he  was  an  ardent  Democrat,  in 
:  religious  faith  a  consistent  ^Methodist,  and  the  first 
i  piece  of  timber  taken  from  his  land  was  used  in  -the 
1  building  of  the  3vIethodist  church  in  Bristol.  He 
j  was  a  charter  member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
!  M.  On  Sept.  23,  1810,  he  married  Annah  Peck,  of 
Burlington.  Conn.,  born  Sept.  14,  1789,  and  chil- 
I  dren  as  follows  were  born  to  them :  Leander  G. 
;  ( a  sketch  of  wdiom  follows ) .  William  Ellis,  Rev. 
I  Charles  Lyman  (he  died  in  184",  in  Brooklyn,  where 
I  he  was  a  }vIethodist  preacher),  Louisa  Amy,  and 
!  Caroline  Sally.  The  father  of  these  died  Sept.  17, 
!867,  the  mother  June  20,  iS8r. 

(VH)  Leander  Grandison  Hungerford,  father 
of  Charles  E.,  was  born  July  12,  181 1,  in  the  town 
of  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  died  there  Dec.  2,  1853.  He 
was  a  general  '"trucker,"  dealt  iit  wood,  and  also 
during  a  part  of  his  life  was  engaged  in  farming, 
nrd  became  quite  well-to-do.  He  was  an  Old-line 
^^'hie,  and  an  active  member  of  the  INIethodist 
'"■'I'lrch.  On  April  13,  1836,  Leander  G.  Hungerford 
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was  married  lo  jL-nnctt  Jonos,  of  i>ristL>l,  and  ilioy 
liad  tour  cliildrcn  :  {i)  ^arah,  born  Doc.  3.  1837, 
married  (^tirsi  1  i.Muan  \\  ebstor,  ot  llarwinton, 
L'onn.,  ami  (  jocmul  1  \\  allaco  lilakosloe,  of  Uristol, 
Conn.;  slic  iiuw  lives  m  Jlariford.  (J)  William 
JCllis,  born  in  i83<).  died  in  1841.  1^3)  Lharles  E. 
i>  our  subject.  (41  licury  Wells,  born  May  20, 
JS47,  a  sketch  ot  uliom  appears  cbcwhero.  The 
motlier  of  these  died  Oct.  7,  1S48,  and  on  beb.  10, 
1849,  the  father  married  Jenuett  Andros,  who  was 
born  in  Farmington,  Conn.,  July  9,  1817,  and  died 
in  1891,  the  niuther  of  one  child,  Annah  }.,  born 
May  13,  1852.  who  was  married  Mav  13.  1808,  and 
died  April  j8,  1SS4,  ia  iMicliigaii. 

Charles  li.  Hunger  ford,  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines,  received  a  common-school  education,  and 
at  the  age  of  lifteen  commenced  working  on  his 
grandfatner's  farm,  where  lie  remained  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age ;  then  for  ten  years  found 
employment  on  various  farnis  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Unstol,  after  which,  in  1872,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  E.  Ingraham  Co.,  for  soilie  eighteen 
months  working  in  various  department^, ;  was  engi- 
neer for  eleven  years,  after  which  he  was  appointed 
to  his  present  position,  that  of  foreman  of  the  block- 
ing up  or  sawing  division  of  the  case  department 
in  the  works,  having  under  him  about  twenty-five 
hands. 

On  jNIay  15,  1S70,  Charles  E.  Hungerford  was 
married  to  Ida  Adaliza  Stone,  born  April  14,  1849, 
in  Bristol,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Horace  and  Eme- 
line  (Bristol)  Stone,  and  one  son,  Henry  Edward, 
"vvas  born  to  them  Xov.  3,  1872;  he  graduated  from 
the  ^Medical  School  of  Yale  University  in  1898,  and 
is  now  practicing  medicine  in  Waterbury,  Conn. 
On  March  27,  1899,  he  married  Shirley  Serviss, 
of  Grass  Lake,  3ilichigan. 

Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Charles  E.  Hungerford  are  mem- 
bers of  Prospect  ]\L  E.  Church,  and  ?\Irs.  Hunger- 
ford is  identified  with  the  Ladies  Aid  Society.  In 
politics  !Mr.  Hungerford  is  a  Republican,  and  so- 
cially is  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
him. 

HOX.  ALEMBERT  O.  CROSBY,  now  chief 
manager  of  the  Crosby  2vlanufacturing  Co.,  of  East 
Glastonbury,  makers  of  woolen  goods,  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  and  prominent  men  of  Glastonbury, 
and  is  also  well  known  and  influential  throughout 
the  State. 

Mr.  Crosby  is  descended  on  both  sides  from 
among  the  earlier  emigrants  to  come  to  New  Eng- 
land. Simon  Crosb\-,  the  founder  of  the  Crosbys  in 
the  United  States,  born  in  1609,  in  England,  came 
to  America  when  twenty-six  years  of  age,  in  the 
"Susan  and  Ellyn,"  with  his  wife,  Ann,  and  their 
young  son  Thomas.  Simon  became  a  freeman  in 
Cambridge,  Mas.-v.  in  i<'i36.    His  death  occurred  in 

From  this  emigrant  ancestor  our  subject  is  a  de- 
scendant in  the  ninth   generation,  his   line  being 


ib.rough  Thomas,  Simon  (2'),  Samuel,  Increase, 
Capt.  Benjamin.  Benjamin  (2j  and  Edwin  Crosby. 

Edwin  Crosby,  tlic  fatlier  ui  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Jillinglun.  Conn.,  in  iSio,  and  was  left  an 
ori'han  at  the  tender  age  of  tv.'o  and  a  half  years. 
He  made  his  h.niie  with  an  uncle  ui>on  a  farm  in 
'  Ellington  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  during  which 
time  he  attended  school  only  a  few  short  months 
in  the  winter,  but  he  was  a  very  studious  boy,  and 
much  of  his  education  was  obtained  by  reading  in 
the  evenings  after  his  day's  work  was  done.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  left  the  home  of  his  uncle  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  went  to  Rock- 
I  ville,  where  he  was  <.'niployed  in  the  dye  department 
\  of  the  woolen  nulls  there  for  some  time.    He  then 
came  to  Glastonbury,  where  he  was  employed  in  the 
i  Eagle  Mills.    Later  on,  in  connection  with  Sereno 
Hubbard,  he  purchased  mill  property  in  East  Glas- 
tonbury, and  they  were  engaged  together  in  tlie 
;  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods  until  the 
[  death  of  Mr.  Hubbard.    Thereafter,  associated  with 
I  his  son,  Lincoln  E.  Crosby.  Mr.  Crosbv  continued 
;  in  active  business  until  1S84,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  his  sons  Alembert  O.  and  Lincoln  E.    In  the 
i  meantime  the  senior  Crosby  had  come  into  possession 
I  of  the  Eagle  Mills,  and  built  another.    Lincoln  E. 
!  Crosby,  owing  to  poor  health,  was  obliged  to  re- 
j  tire  in  18SS.    The  business  in  1881  passed  into  the 
I  hands  of  a  joint-stock  company,  and  has  since  been 
'■  so  operated. 

i       Edwin  Crosby,  after  a  gradual  decline  of  some 
I  ten  vears,  died  April  12,  1S88,  and  was  buried  in 
the  East  Glastonbury  cemetery.    He  was  a  man  of 
medium  height  and  weight ;  was  a  faithful  member 
of    the    East    Glastonbury    Methodist  Episcopal 
,  Church,  was  very  active  in  all  its  affairs,  and  w^as 
I  a  large  contributor  to  its  support.    He  served  as 
class  deader   and   superintendent   of   the  Sunday- 
!  school    for  a  number  of   years,  and  whether  the 
j  weather  was  good  or  bad  he  was  always  in  his 
]  pew  on  the  Sabbath  day.    He  was  very  domestic 
in  his  habits,  and  was  a  lover  of  home  and  family. 
As  a  business  man  he  was  very  thorough  in  his  un- 
dertakings, was  frank  and  open,  and  kind  to  his 
emploves,  many  of  whom  had  been  in  his  employ 
for  many  years,  and  made  a  great  effort  to  please 
him.    He  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  was  a  con- 
stant reader,  and  broad-minded  and  liberal  in  his 
views.    He  was  a  stanch  supporter  first  of  the  Whig 
and  later  of  the  Republican  party,  and  represented 
Glastonliurv  in  the  State  Legislature. 

Edwin  Crosbv  married  ffirst)  Altruda  Andrews, 
a  native  of  Glastonbury,  and  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Honorra  (Sparks)  Andrews.    She  died  Dec. 
j  5,  1843,  leaving  two  children:     (i)   Lincoln  E., 
I  born  April  10,  1841.  died  Aug.  25,  1890.    He  mar- 
j  ried  Sarah  Strong,  and  they  had  iour  children — 
I  Edwin  Hugh,  who  married  Ethel  Clark,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  the  newspaper  business  in  Glastonbury ; 
Grace;  Eva  A. ;  and  Florence.    (2)  Adario  E.,  born 
July  4,  1843,  fl'cd  Feb.  22,  1S94.    He  married  Mary 
Cory,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Cora,  now  the 


■vr!P?r:  -.-^-■.r-.--.  "T^*:^ 


r-^Tc^JiV'^'-^?^  '^^ffT^-^^'^'^'r' 


I 


COMMEMORATIl'E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


177 


wilV  of  l"nK'>t  \\\'l)b,  of  llolyokc,  Mass.  lulw  in 
(^"tosliv  married  second  )  llarriel  Andrews,  a  sister 
^•i  Ilis'  iir>t  wife.  Slie  was  liorn  Oct.  7.  iSjd,  and 
»'iie-l  Ian.  3.  iS  »<).  She  was  a  ,LM>.id  L'hristian  nuaiier. 
and  a  kind  and  lovin;^'  nei!_;'lili>>r.  To  llie  sect_>nd 
I'lHLfn  were  born  three  children  :  ^  i  1  WdHiani  A. 
married  Alice  J.  Rodda,  and  Hves  in  Glastonbinw. 
Tliev  had  (uie  child,  Albert  \\'.,  now  a  dentist  of 
Xew  I^.)iidon,  Conn.  {2)  Alenibcrt  O.,  otn^  snl)ject, 
is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (^3  )  Ada  married,  Nov. 
14.  1899.  Davitl  (iordon,  a  prominent  manufacttirer 
of  }  lazai"dville.  Conn.,  and  is  a  resident  of  Ilazard- 
ville.  Conn.  She  cai"ed  for  her  mother  in  her  de- 
cHnin>4'  years. 

Alemliert  O.  Crosby,  onr  snbieci  projicr,  was 
born  April  J4,  1S48,  and  was  edncated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Glasionbnry  and  at  \\'ilbraham 
Acadt'-my,  W'illirahani,  Mass..  coinpleting-  the  course 
there  in  iSo().  As  his  father  liad  determined  his 
knowledge  c>f  cloth  manufacturing-  should  be  secured 
bv  practical  experience  he  went  to  Windsor,  Conn., 
after  leaving  school,  and  entered  \\'illi'im  \\  .  Bil- 
lings' factory,  where  he  was  employed'  about  three 
years.  Later  he  worked  in  factories  at  Meriden, 
\Vaterl)ury  and  Rockville,  and  then  returned  to 
East  Glastonbury,  but  ill  health  obliged  him  to 
give  up  work  for  a  few  years.  In  1876  he  entered 
his  father's  mill,  where  he  was  employed  as  boss 
weaver,  engineer  and  machinist  until  1S80,  when  he 
became  superintendent,  and  held  that  {X)sition  until 
1888,  in  addition  to  beings  one  of  the  proprietors 
from  1881.  In  18S8  he  quit  mill  work,  and  has 
since  served  as  head  manager  of  the  company.  The 
Crosby  ]\Iills  were  built  in  1840,  by  the  Roaring 
Brook  ^Nlanufacturinsf  Co.,  for  making  cotton  and 
woolen  goods,  and  William  C.  Sparks  was  agent 
until  its  dissolution,  in  18^7,  when  the  mill  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Edwin  Crosbv  and  Sereno  Hub- 
bard, and  was  operated  by  them  during  the  period 
of  the  Civil  war  with  great  profit,  having  been  con- 
siderably enlarged.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hub- 
bard it  passed  to  E.  Crosl)y  &  Sons,  now-  the  Crosby 
^lanufacturing  Co.  Steam  power  has  been  put  in, 
as  well  as  the  latest  and  best  machinery,  and  a  very 
excellent  quality  of  goods  is  made.  The  place  has 
been  greatly  improved  by  the  enterprise  and  public 
spirit  of  its  proprietors.  Tliev  employ  a  large  num- 
ber of  men.  and  have  done  much  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  the  village.  In  addition  to  his  busi- 
ness propertv  our  subject  owms  a  number  of  dwell- 
ing houses  in  East  Glastonbury. 

In  1876  'Mr.  Crosby  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Abbie  ^I.  Bunce,  a  native  of  South.  3.1an- 
chester,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  .-Vurelia 
("Strickland)  Bunce.  Thcv  had  two  children: 
Azella,  who  was  born  in  1S79,  and  died  Dec.  20, 
1886;  and  L\  sle,  wdio  was  born  in  1880,  and  died 
D'ec.  28,  1 886. 

.A-s  a  Republican  IMr.  Crosby  has  taken  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  political  affairs;  in  1891  he 
was  a  representative  to  the  State  Legislature,  and 
served  on  the  I'lshery  committee;  and  in  1S95  was 
12  ^ 


I  a  membL'r  of  tlie  Senate,  and  served  on  the  ^^lilitary 
1  ;md  I'orieited  Rights  committees.    \\']iile  lie  was 
serving  as  ."Senator  the  much  discussed  East  Ilart- 
;  ford  Undge  Bill  w  as  passed,  and  the  location  of  the 
i  bridge  was  in  his  district.    There  was  much  opposi- 
I  tion  to  the  bill,  ami  as  he  favored  it,  and  was  ap- 
pointed one  "1  the  connnissioners,  he  made  a  num- 
l)er  of  enemies' at  that  time,  but  time  proved  the 
good  rcsidts  of  his  attitude,  and  in  1899  he  was- 
chosen  bridge  commissioner  by  his  town  (^Glaston- 
lutrx-  )  bv  a  unanimi)us  vote.    His  advice  is  ofteii' 
sought  on  matters  of  jniblic  inportance.  and  he  takes- 
an  active  part  in  furtliering  any  enterprises  for  the 
go-. k1  of  h.is  town  and  community.    He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  East  Glastonbury  IMethodist  Episcopal 
I  Church,  a  leader  and  large  supporter  of  the  same. 
I  He  is  a  good  business  man.  of  sound  judgment  and 
j  strict  integritv,  is  plain  and  outspoken,  and  quite 
I  popular  in  the  conuuunitv  where  he  has  so  long  made 
j  his  home. 

'       On  his  mother's  side  our  subject  is  a  descendant 
!  of  John  Andrews,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  what 
i  is  now  Hartford  county.     He  and  his  wife  were 
j  born  (  supposedly  )  in  the  County  of  Essex,  Eng- 
I  land.    yir.  Andrews  was  made  a  freeman  in  Hart- 
i  ford  in  165S;  he  was  one  of  the  eight}--four  pro- 
[  prietors  of  Earmington,  Conn.,  in  IO72.    He  was 
i  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a  plain  though  intel- 
ligent gentleman.   He  and  his  wife  became  members- 
ot  the  Congregational  Church  in  1654.    He  died  in- 
1681,  and  his  widow  in  1694.    From  this  emigrant 
ancestor  our  subject's  line  of  descent  is  through. 
John.  Stephen,  Charles,  David,  David  12  )  and  Har- 
riet (Andrews)  Crosby. 

I       GEX.  ALEXANDER  HARBISON,  mayor  o£ 
j  the  city  of  Hartford,  stands  prominent  among  the 
j  best  known  politicians  and  business  men  of  the  State ■ 
i  of  Connecticut.    He  is  a  native  of  the  X'orth  of  Ire-- 
1  land.  Ijorn  ]\Iarch  31,  1842.  in  Count v  Armagh. 
;       Robert  Harbison,  father  of  our  subject,  also  of. 
j  Countv  Armagh  nativity,  was  a  free  land  holder, 
!  and  followed  faniiing  until  coming  to  this  country, 
I  togetlier  with  his  wife  and  seven  children,  and 
i  settling  in  Hartford  Aug.  26,  1S49.    Here  he  died 
I  exactlv  three  years  later — Aug.  26,  1S52 — at  the 
I  age  of  fifty-four  years.    He  married  ]\Iary  Ander- 
i  son,  of  the  same  localitv  he  himself  came  from,  and 
i  they  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  seven  of  wdiom 
!  reached  maturity,  six  yet  living:  Jane,  unmarried; 
i  Hugh,  who  for  many  years  was  secretary  and  treas- 
!  urer  of  Colt's  Armory,  up  to  1894,  when  he  re- 
}  signed,  and  is  now  living  retired  ;  William,  who  died 
I  in  the  .South,  where  he  was  a  phy'ician  of  prom- 
1  inence.  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession for  many  years;  John  P.,  president  of  the 
I  Hartford  Gas  Co.,  wdth  which  he  has  been  connected' 
1  some  forty  years,  having  risen  from  tlie  office  of 
clerk:  Alexander;   Lizzie,   who  married  Thomas 
lA-ans,  secretary  of  the  Hartford  Gas  Co. ;  and 
Robert,  an  attorney  at  law  in  Boston,  and  manager 
for  Massachusetts  of  the  Ijgal  business  of  the  Trav- 
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ckr>  liisuranoo  Cc,  of  llaitford.  The  parents  oi  \ 
this  fniiiilv  w  ere  inenil)ers  df  the  I 'resl)vierian  1 
L'luireli.  i  he  nunher  (heW  in  18S5.  at  the  age  of  ; 
seventy.  j 

Alexander  Harbison,  our  siihjeet.  came  to  this  | 
connii y  w  hen  a  boy,  and  lias  been  a  resident  of  Hart-  ! 
forcl  for  half  a  eenmry.     He  received  his  edncation  \ 
in  the  common  sciiooU  and,  in  the  llartfnnl  I'ulilic  ! 
High  Scliool,  then  look  a  position  \\  ilh  A.  1^.  Sisson,  i 
])roprietor  of  the  L'nion  Market,  and  remained  with  i 
him  lip  to  iSoi,  in  that  year  resigning  in  order  to  I 
establish  the  grocery  tirm  of  Harbison  Jlrothers,  his  j 
brother  Jdngh  becoming"  his  partner.    This  bnsincss  ! 
the_\    snccessfnllv  eondncted   for  twenty  years,  or  [ 
imtil  1881.  v.hen.  owing  to  the  serions  mjuries  onr 
subject  received  through  a   rnnawav  horse,  they 
sold  out  the  business,  at  that  time  the  largest  in  the 
c-ity,  giving  employment  to  ten  clerks,  and  tor  a  num- 
ber of  years  doing  a  trade  of  $150,000  per  annum. 
After  recovery  froiu  his  accident,  our  subject  for 
three  years  engaged  extensively  iit  real-estate  and 
building"  transactions.    In  1886  he  took  the  general 
agency,  for  the  State  of  Connecticut,' of  the  Xew 
\  ork  Life  Insurance  Co.,  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted, doing  a  large  business,  and  having  a  nmu- 
ber  of  agents  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

Gen.  Plarbison's  political  career  has  been  a  re- 
markable one.    For  the  past  thirty-five  years  he 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  National  campaigns, 
and  is  thoroughlv  posted  on  all  the  g"reat  issues  of 
the  day.  In  social  lines  he  has  met  all  the  Presidents 
from  Lincoln  down  to  the  present  time,  "vvas  a  close 
friend  of  (_iarfield,  and  well  acquainted  "with  the 
others.    As    regards    municipal    oftices.    he  w"as 
elected  alderman  in  1870,  and  served  until  1874, 
during"  the  last  two  years  being  president  and  acting 
mayor.    Later  he  served  in  the  common  council  j 
four  years,  and  for  two  years  was  its  president ;  j 
was  ten  years  on  the  State  central  committee ;  w"as  j 
candidate  for  mayor  in  1876,  during  the  celebrati-d 
State  contest,  in  which  there  were  two  other  candi- 
dates— Judge  Hammersly  and  Joseph  H.  Sprague ; 
and  in  181)6  was  again  candidate  for  mayor.  In  1878 
he"  was  candidate  for  senator  against  Charles  M. 
Pond,  and  v."as  defeated  by  but  a  sn"iall  majority, 
after  a  contest  lasting  three  days  reducing  the  ma- 
jority of  Mr.  Pond  some  1,500  votes.    In  1900  he 
was  nominated  for  mayor,  against  Hon.  ^^'illiaIU  \ 
"Waldo  Hyde,  and  w  as  elected  by  a  majority  of  about  I 
3.500,  carrying  every  ward  in  the  city.    His  admin- 
istration bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  most  satisfactory, 
to  all  parties,  of  any  mayor  w  ho  has  been  elected  to 
the  office  for  manv  years.    He  gives  more  time  to  | 
the  office  than  did  anv  of  his  predecessors,  and  looks  j 
carefully  after  the  interests  of  the  city.    He  is  ac-  j 
cessible  at  all  times,  to  everv  one.  regardless  of  1 
station,  ar.d  his  frank,  courteous  and  affable  nianner  } 
makes  him  a  universal  favorite.  | 

Gen.  Harbison  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  Xa-  j 
tional  Guard  matters,  having  joined  the  Hartford  | 
Citv  Guard  in  i860,  and  was  an  active  meniber  u')  to  I 
1870,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  memlKT  of  the 


veteran  corps.  He  was  appointeil  ([uarlermaster- 
geneia!  of  tlie  Slate,  on  the  stall  of  >  .ov.  lligelow, 
ami  uuring  his  ailmmistratiun  in  this  othce  purchased 
the  camp  ground  at  .Niantic.  !ie  al>o  ],urciia-ed 
the  first  ^late  Arnmry.  liaxnig  drafted  the  bill  fur 
both  of  these  approi)nations.  and  was  instrumental 
in  securing  its  j)assage  through  the  Legislature. 
The  (  jciieral  is  alxi  a  memlier  of  the  Putnam  I'ha- 
lanx,  and  has  U<r  a  nnmlier  of  vears  l)een  paymaster 
on  the  staff,  being  riow  among  th.e  oldest  members, 
in  point  of  service,  of  that  organization. 

(Jur  subject  has  been  connectetl  with  the  turf  for 
a  number  of  years,  being  secretar\-  Charter  Oak 
Park  for  five  \  ears,  and  president  ^i.\  years.  This 
is  one  of  the  must  celebrated  tracks  in  the  Xew  Eng- 
land States,  if  not  in  the  country,  brum  the  judge's 
stand  here  for  twelve  \ears  he  started  the  horses  at 
the  fall  meetings,  and  he  has  acted  as  judge  and 
starter  at  the  diiferent  Xational  circuit  ineelings,  also 
upon  the  tracks  of  the  different  associations  from 
Maine  to  Kentuckv,  and  moreover  has  started  the 
major  part  of  all  the  great  races  that  have  been 
trotted  in  tlie  United  States  for  the  past  twenty 
years.  He  is  well  known  in  this  capacity,  has  at- 
tended four  congresses,  and  drafted  a  large  portion 
of  the  rules  governing  the  racing  irack.  Which  rules 
are  now  being  used. 

Socially  Gen.  Harbison  is  a  member  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  Pythagoras  Chapter;  and  W'ol- 
cott  Council ;  and  has  been  also  member  for  over 
twenty  years  of  Connecticut  Loilge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  and 
of  Hartford  Lodge  of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  past  ex- 
alted ruler  and  now  district  deputy  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut.  He  was  a  charter  iuen"iber  of  Wan- 
gunk  Tribe,  C)rder  of  Red  Men,  and  held  all  the 
offices,  including  that  of  sachem  of  the  tribe;  and 
is  a  charter  mei"nber  of  Cutler  Lodge.  K.  of  P. 
Highly  respected  by  all  in  both  business  and  social 
affairs,  ]Mavor  Harbison  is  a  man  of  wdioiu  the 
citizens  of  Hartford  may  truly  feel  proud. 

HOX.  EDWARD  BUTLER  DUXBAR,  of 
Bristol,  is  a  native  of  that  borough,  born  Xov.  i, 
1842,  and  is  the  head  of  the  extensive  factory  con- 
ducted bv  Dunbar  Brothers.  He  descends  from 
one  of  the  oldest  Scotch-American  families  in  X'ew 
England,  a  full  recountal  of  whose  line  of  descent 
will  be  made  at  the  close  of  this  biography,  in  or- 
der that  the  living  members  of  the  family  may 
have  precedence,  or.  at  least,  the  living  and  those 
but  recently  deceased. 

Ei)W.\r.;D  Luciu.s  Duxd.\,r.  father  of  Edward 
Butler  Dunbar,  was  born  April  23,  1815,  in  Spring- 
ville,  Penn.,  of  Connecticut  parents,  and  shortly 
after  birth  was  brought  by  them  to  their  native 
State,  in  which  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  Mav  3, 
1840,  married  ^liss  Julia  Warner,  a  daughter  of 
Joel  and  Lucinda  Warner,  and  a  native  of  Farm- 
ington.  To  this  marriage  were  born  six  children, 
all  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.:  Winthrop  W., 
Edward  B.,  William  .\.,  Afrs.  W.  W".  Thorpe,  Mrs. 
L.  A.  Sanford,  and  3ilrs.  George  W.  Mitchell. 
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Eilward  L.  l~)uiihar  carlv  cngagoil  in  tlio  nian- 
ntacture  ot  clock  s]n"iii;:;'s  ainl  clock  triiii- 
:iiini;s.  after  scttliiiLi'  ai  JSristol,  Conn,  lie  \va<  a 
man  of  strict  intcj;rity,  as  well  as  of  threat  public 
-spirit  and  cnterpri.-c.  erected  several  dwelling;-,  and 
while  connecteil  w  ith  the  late  W  allace  r>arnes  in 
tlie  manufacture  of  hoop-skirts  and  crinoline  steel, 
in  1858,  erected  the  present  town  hall,  which  for 
manv  years  went  under  the  name  of  Crinoline  Hall. 
It  was  through  his  influence  that,  in  1853,  by  a 
subscription  on  the  jxirt  of  the  business  men.  a 
hand  lire-engine  was  secured,  and  this  was  the  nu- 
cleus (.  f  the  pre>ent  efficient  tire  department.  In 
politics  Mr.  Dunbar  was  a  stanch  lleniocrat.  rep- 
resenting L^ristol  in  the  Lower  ]  louse  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  18O2.  and  died  an  honored  and 
resi.x?cted  man,  Aug.  7,  187J.  liis  wife  surviving 
him  until  Mav  21).  188O.  The  >i.x  chikiren  alluded 
to  above  were  born  in  tlie  following  order:  W'in- 
tlircp  Warner,  Feli.  J5.  1841  :  Edward  JUitler,  the 
subject:  William  Augustus,  April  5  1S44:  Alice, 
March  j8,  1847.  niarricd  to  W.  W.  Tliorpe :  Julia, 
April  18.  1849.  married  to  Leverett  A.  Sanford,  of 
liristol,  July  3.  1878;  and  Eva,  Xov.  4,  1852,  mar- 
ried to  George        ^Mitchell,  of  Bristol. 

Edward  Bttler  Duxbar,  whose  name  opens 
this  series  of  biographies  as  applied  to  the  Dunbar 
family,  after  passing  through  the  common  schools 
of  Bristol,  Conn.,  took  a  further  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  Williston  Seminary,  at  Easthampton, 
iMass..  and  in  the  spring  of  i860,  before  reaching 
the  age  of  eighteen  vears.  left  for  Xew  York  City, 
to  assist  the  late  William  F.  Tompkins  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  hoop-skirt  factory  of  Dunbar  & 
Barnes,  who  employed  from  fiftv  to  sevent) -five 
hands  in  that  branch  of  their  business.  Two  years 
later,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Tompkins  to  en- 
gage in  other  enterprises,  young  Dunbar  was  given 
entire  charge  of  the  vast  concern,  and  conducted 
it  with  admirable  discretion  for  about  three  vears, 
Avhen  fickle  fashion  ignored  crinoline  or  hoop- 
skirts,  and  the  business  was  abandoned.  After 
having  thus  passed  five  years  in  Xew  York.  ^Ir. 
Dunbar  returned  to  Bristol,  and  has  here  since  been 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  clock  and  other 
small  springs,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Dunbar 
Brothers.  The  business  was  originated  by  the  fa- 
ther of  the  present  members  of  the  firm,  the  pro- 
cess being-  primitive,  the  hands  numbering  half  a 
dozen,  and  the  product  being  corres]:)ondingly  lim- 
ited. By  the  introduction  of  machinery,  the  firm 
later  turned  out  from  5,000  to  8,000  clock  springs 
per  day :  but  still  another  change  took  place,  as 
clock-makers  revolutionized  their  methods  of  con- 
struction, and  Dunbar  P.rothers  made  a  similar 
move,  and  now  devote  their  attention  to 'the  pro- 
duction of  small  springs  only,  of  which  they  turn 
out  millions  annuallv. 

Politicallv  Mr.  Dunbar  is  a  Democrat,  and  for 
niany  years  has  been  a  verv  hearty  worker  for  his 
mrtv's  interests,  an'l  prominent  in  it-;  councils.  He 
has  always  held  a  supreme  intercut  in  iniblic  edu- 


'  cation,  and   from  the  establishment  of  the  high 
school  in  Bristol  has  been  chairman  of  its  co  n- 
niittee.  and  takes  great  pride  in  it  a^  the  best  scIk-oI 
in  the  Slate,     tie  has  held  many  other  jiositions 
ot  i)ublic  trust,  and  in  all  cases  has  executed  their 
duties  scruj)ulously,  and  to  the  ur.di>guised  satis- 
faction of  his  fellow  citizens,    in  i8uj  and  1881 
he  represented  Bristol   in  the  State  I^egislature, 
and  was  elected  State  senator  in  1885,  trom  the 
Fourth  district,  and  re-elected  in  1887.  thus  serv- 
ing two  consecutive  terms,  or  until  1889.  Flaving 
been  a  workinginan  himself,  he  still  possesses  a 
warm  sympathy  for  the  labriring  classes,  and  while 
in  the  Senate  was  one  of  the  most  earnest  advo- 
cates of  the  weekly  payment  law.  and  of  the  child 
labor  law,  in  favor  of  both  of  v»hich  he  made  for- 
cible and  eloquent  speeches.    In  1890  he  was  men- 
tioned, and  not  infrequenth'.  as  a  most  desirable 
i  candidate  for  Congress,  but  he  most  peremptorily 
I  declined  to  permit  his  nan^ie  to  be  used  in  that  con- 
I  nection.     ^Ir.  Dunbar  has  been  registrar  of  elec- 
!  tions  from  the  First  district  for  twenty-six  years 
consecutively.    He  is  president  of  the  board  of  fire 
■  commissioners  of  Bristol,  and  has  been  for  the 
I  past  twenty  years;  when  he  was  chairman  the  de- 
I  partment  had  only  hand  machines,  but  it  now  has 
'  two  steam  engines.    In  i8iji,  when  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Library  was  first  proposed,  Air.  Dunbar,  with 
\  others,  at  once  took  hold  of  the  scheme,  to  place  it 
:  on  a  firm  foundation,  and  was  chosen  president  of 
:  the  organization,  which  position  he  still  retains. 

Air.  Dunbar  has  also  devoted  a  share  of  his 
!  time  to  financial  affairs,  having  been  a  director  of 
:  the  Bristol  Xational  Bank  since  its  foundation  in 
j  1875,  he  and         H.  Xettleton  being  the  only  sur- 
I  vivmg  members  of  the  original  board  :  he  is  like- 
;  wise  a  vice-president  and  director  in  tlie  Bristol 
Savings  Bank,  and  has  served  in  these  capacities 
since  1889.    He  is  president  of  the  Bristol  Board 
I  of  Trade,  through  the  intiuence  of  which  several 
'  factories  have  been  located  in  the  borough.  Mr. 
Dunbar  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and    has    served    on    the  Society's  committee  six 
years — fmir    as    chairn.an.     l"or    four    vears,  be- 
tween 1886  and  1890,  he  was  president  of  the  Bris- 
tol Young  Alen's-  Christian  Association,  and  ear- 
nestly worked  for  the  benefit  of  the  organization 
in  general,  and  the  welfare  of  the  vounger  mem- 
bers cs])ecially :  he  is  also  a  member  of  Reliance 
Council,  Xo.  753,  Royal  Arcanum. 

'J'he  marriage  of  Hon.  lulward  Butler  Dunbar 
look  place  Dec.  23.  1875,  to  Aliss  Alice  Giddings. 
who  was  born  July  8.  1854.  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Watson  ( liddings.  the  well-knuwn  carriage-maker 
of  Bristol.  ( )f  the  three  children  that  crowned 
this  marriage,  the  eldest.  Mamie  Eva.  born  Dec. 
■/•  '877-  'h^''l  J''t".  18,  1881  :  Marguerite  Louise. 
Imrn  Juiu-  28.  1880.  was  graduated  with  honors 
from  the  Bristol  high  school  in  189S.  left  Fladem 
Hall.  Windsor,  in  1890,  and  is  now  attending  the 
''ai.lner.  a  sjx'cial  school  for  \'oung  ladies,  in  Xew 
^'ork  :  I'.dward  (iitldings.  born   Mav  20,   1889,  is 
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attending"  tiic  Bristol  .schools  for  the  present.  Mr. 
J)unbar  anj  his  laniily.  it  is  needless  to  add,  are 
among  the  most  honored  of  the  residents  of  Bris- 
tol, i  hev  make  their  home  m  a  dweUing  erected 
more  than  lialf  a  cenir.rv  ago  hy  Lhauncey  Jerome, 
the  famons  clockmaker.  Xine  \ears  since  Mr. 
Dunbar  remodeled  this  (h\ellmg,  added  to  it  every 
modern  improvemeni.  and  converted  it  into  one  of 
the  most  imposing  and  charming  mansions  in  Con- 
necticut, as  well  as  one  of  the  UK'St  rehned  and 
felicitous  of  homes. 

W'l.NTilKoi'  \\'.\K.\i:i<  Dcxi;ar.  the  elder  liro- 
ther  of  Hon.  Edward  15.  Dunbar,  \vhose  biography, 
for  business  reasons,  is  given  the  jirecedence,  was 
born  in  Bristol  Feb.  25,  1841.  Until  seventeen 
years  of  age  he  attended  the  schools  of  his  bor- 
ough, and  then  entered  his  father's  factory.  After 
the  death  of  the  venerated  paren.t  he  united  with 
his  brothers,  Edward  B.  and  William  A.,  in  found- 
ing the  firm  of  Dunbar  Brothers,  mention  of  which 
has  alreadv  been  made  in  full. 

On  May  3,  1862,  -Mr.  Dunbar  w),s  happily 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Scarab  Aima  W  heeler, 
born  June  3.  1840,  to  Oliver  Lepenwell  and  Lydia 
Almira  (Button;  \Mieeler,  natives  of  Griswold, 
Conn.  To  this  marriage  were  born  :  Charles  Ed- 
ward, of  whom  an  extended  sketch  will  be  given 
later  on;  Alice  ]May,  born  April  13.  1868.  who  is 
married  to  Carl  \'irgil  Ma^on,  a  dealer  in  real  es- 
tate; Beatrice  Estelle.  born  June  22,  1S74,  died 
Aug.  29,  of  the  same  year.  In  politics  W'inthrop 
W.  Dunbar  is  decidedlv  Democratic  in  his  pro- 
clivities, but  has  always  rejected  tlie  many  oppor- 
tunities for  holding  public  office  that  have  been 
tendered  him.  In  his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a 
member  of  Stephen  Terry  Lodge,  Xo.  59.  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  of  Bristol ;  a  member  of  E.  L.  Dunbar  Encamp- 
ment, Xo.  32.  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  also  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum:.  and  religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  devout 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Carl  A'irgil  ^Mason  was  born  Xov.  23,  1863.  in 
Unionville,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Charles  L.  and  Frances 

E.  (Goodwin)  ^lason.  the  former  of  whom  de- 
scended from  Capt.  John  ]\Iason.  deputv  governor 
of  Connecticut,  who,  with  his  men,  exterminated 
the  Pequot  Indians  near  X'orwich.  Carl  Y.  ]Mason 
was  educated  in  Unionville,  and  in  1883  came  to 
Bristol  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busine-s, 
which  he  still  conducts  at  X'o.  5  Xorth  ^^lain 
street.  His  marriage  with  Alice  'Sl'dy  Dunbar  took 
place  May  3,  1888.  and  to  this  union  have  been 
born;  Florence  Frances,  Julv  14,  1880,  and  Anna 
Dunbar.  June  11,  1S93.  In  politics  ^Ir.  IMason  is 
a  Republican,  and  fraternalh'  is  a  member  n{  Fe- 
nuabuck  Lodge.  Xo.  48,  I.  C).  D.  F. ;  F.  L.  Duni;ar 
Fncampn-ent.   Xo.   32;   Franklin   Lixlge,   Xo.  ^C>, 

F.  &  A.  M.:  Periuabuck  Chai)ter.  Xo.  34.  R.  A. 
M. :  Doric  C'lmu-il,  Xo.  24.  f>f  Xew  F.ritain  :  Ethan 
I  odge.  Xo,  o.  K.  of  P.,  of  Bristol  ;  and  Sphinx 
Teninle.  of  Ilnrtfi^rd. 

Ch.\ki.f.s  Fdwak:)  Duxiiar.  son  of  Winthrup 
Warner  and  Sarah  .\nna  (\\'Iieeler ,)  Dunbar,  v.as 


lK)rn  in  IWistol  X\iv.  18,  i8')5.  and  was  educatetJ 
in  the  comuMu  sclK^ols  there,  later  attending  W  il- 
liston  Seminary,  Easihamplon,  Mass.,  and  in  1887 
he  was  graduated  from  llannum's  Business  Col- 
lege, at  >lartf'>rd.  He  was  then  appointed  to,  his 
pi'esent  pi>>ilion  ol  sui>erintcn(jent. 

(Jn  July  2,  1881;,  Charles  \L  Dunbar  married 
-Miss  iilizabeth  l'>ulkle\  Xolt,  a  native  of  Bristol, 
and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Marv  ( Smith  j 
Xott,  and  on  July  26.  i8gi,  there  was  born  to  this 
marriage  Winthrop  William  IDunbar,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dunbar  are  members  tjf  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  thev  are  rearing 
their  son.  Fraternallv  Charles  E.  Dunbar  is  a 
member  of  Ethan  Lodge,  Xo.  9,  and  of  Hull  Co. 
Uniformed  Rank,  Xo.  5,  Knights  of  Pythias,  both 
of  Bristol ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  Stephen  Terry 
Lodge,  Xo.  59,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  the  same  borough; 
and  of  D.  O  .K.  K.,  Hira  Temple,  Xo.  yo,  of  Xew 
Britain.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  is  not 
offensively  partisan. 

Hon.  William  A.  Dcxcar,  the  third  child 
born  to  Edward  Lucius  and  Julia  (Warner)  Dun- 
bar, and  whose  birth  took  place  in  Bristol  April  5, 
1844,  received  the  ordinary  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  at  sixteen  years  of  age  went  to  Water- 
bury,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
machinist's  trade  under  Charles  W.  Johnson.  Re- 
turning to  Bristol,  he  entered  the  em])lov  of  Dun- 
liar  &  Barnes,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the 
dissolution  of  the  firm,  in  1864.  He  then  filled  a 
contract  for  making  valise  frames  for  Albert  Ses- 
sions, wdiich  occupied  him  about  a  year  and  a  half, 
after  wdiich  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  father, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  the  latter's  death,  in 
1872.  He  and  his  brothers,  Edward  B.  and  Win- 
throp W'.,  then  founded  the  firm  of  Dunliar  Bro- 
thers, and  in  this  firm  he  held  a  partnership  until 
1890,  when  ill  health  compelled  him  to  withdraw, 
since  when  he  has  not  been  actively  engaged  in 
any  business. 

Primarily  !Mr.  Dunbar  was  in  politics  a  Demo- 
crat, and  continued  thus  until  1896,  when  he  cast 
his  vote  with  the  Republicans,  Init  in  the  meantime 
had  done  yeoman's  service  for  the  Democracy,  be- 
ing chairman  of  the  Democratic  town  committee 
from  1876  to  1880;  in  1879  '^"^  represented  the 
town  of  Bristol  in  the  Stale  Legislature  for  one 
vear  ;  has  been  assessor  of  the  town,  and  a  member 
and  clerk  of  the  board  of  relief — with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  years — since  1877;  from  18S4  to  1895 
he  was  deputv  registrar  of  voters  under  his  bro- 
ther. Edward  B. ;  he.  was  a  member  and  chairman 
of  the  board  of  school  visitors  three  years,  from 
1894  to  1896;  from  1889  until  1901,  except  for  a 
break  of  two  years,  was  district  tax  collector  for 
district  X'o.  I  ;  and  has  been  chairman  of  the  board 
nf  borough  assessors  fc.ir  the  ])ast  two  years.  Mr. 
I)un!)ar  has  also  served  as  chief  engineer  of  the 
fire  department  and  as  foreman  of  the  Uncas  cu- 
isine C(-mpanv;  he  is  an  incorporator  of  the  Bris- 
tol Savings  l^ank ;  was  also  an  incorporator  and' 
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wa-^  largelv  iiistrunionta!  in  proniotinc;-  the  con-  ;  in  the  phicc  tliat  paiil  a  higher  tax  than  he.  It  was 
.-unction  t't  tlie  present  adnu'ralile  waterworks  also  the  current  liehel  that  lvol»ert  J-)unhar  was  a 
>\>teni  of  the  town.  .-uperinteiKiing"  the  plant  until  <lescendant  eit  Cieorge,  Earl  Dunhar,  in  the  rogu- 
'nipleted  :  lie  is  now  a  director  and  vice-president  lar  line.  1-roni  a  lnstor_\"  gi\  en  ot  one  of  the  par- 
(if  the  water  company:  and  i^  ]>ul)lic->piriled  in  :  enl  stock,  Dunhar  of  Grange  ildl,  it  appears  that 
all  things.  |  Xinian  Dunhar  was  horn  in.  1575.  an<l  it  is  proha- 

W'ilhani  A.  Dunhar  was  united  in  niarriage  '  hie,  though  not  certain,  that  Robert  was  a  sou  of 
CK-t.  4.  1805,  with  -Miss  ju.sie  Ihrnl^cr  Sharpless,  ;  Xinian.  as  it  was  well  known  that  Xinian,  founder 
who  was  born  Jan.  g.  1S43,  a  daugluer  of  Steplien  of  the  Dunbar  family  of  Grange  Hill,  had  a  son 
and  Huldah  Sharpless,  of  Rochester,  X.  Y.  The  '  whom  he  named  Robert.  \\'liere  Robert  was  mar- 
niarriagc  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dimbar  has  been  blessed  \  ried,  or  what  his  wife's  surname  was,  is  not  known, 
with  three  children,  born  in  the  following  order:  :  He  died  Oct.  5,  iU)3,  and  his  wife  Xov.  10,  1700, 
Xettie  Louise,  Aug.  lO.  1866:  Edward  Louie,  Xov.  !  the  parents  of  eight  children,  viz.:  John,  born 
J.  i86y:  and  William  Howard.  .May  _'3.  1875.  Of  \  Dec.  1,  1657:  Mary,  born  Oct.  25,  ibCx)  (married 
these,  Xettie  Louise  was  married  Aug.  20,  1885,  !  Isaac  Harris)  ;  Joseph,  born  ^Nlarch  13,  1662; 
to  Dennis  Andrew  L'pson,  of  L'nionville.  Conn.;  |  James,  honi  June  i,  1664  (^marricd  Jane  Harris); 
he  is  purchasing  agent  for  th.e  L'pson  Xut  Co.,  of  i  Robert.  Jr..  born  Sept.  6,  1666;  i'eter.  born  Xov. 
Cleveland.  Ohio:  to  this  marriage  have  been  born  !  i,  1668:  Joshua,  born  Oct.  6.  1670  (married  Han- 
two  children — Hazel.  April  14,  1887,  and  Doris  |  nah  Hatch  Sept.  21,  1699)  :  and  Hannah — all  born 
Adel,  July  13.  1894.    Jidward  Louie  married  Oct.     in  Hingham,  3vlassachusetts. 

21,  1896.  Miss  Josie  Adelaide  Case,  daughter  of  :  John  Dunbar,  son  of  Robert,  above  mentioned, 
Joel  T.  Case,  of  Bristol,  and  has  one,  son — Joseph  j  married  2\Iattithiah  Aldridge  July  4,  1679.  This 
Edward,  born  April  i,  1898.  He  ,s  mentioned  •  lady,  his  tirst  wife,  was  a  claughter  of  George  and 
below.  William  Howard  is  a  clerk  in  J.  R.  Mitch-  [  Cath.erine  Aldridge,  of  Dorchester,  ^lass.,  and 
ell  &  Son's  store  in  Bristol,  and  resides  with  his  !  mention  is  made  bv  the  town  clerk  that  John  Dun- 
parents.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  |  bar  and  familv  stopped  in  Hingham.  IMass.,  May 
\\'illiam  A.  Dunbar  and  wife  are  members  of  the  j  16,  1697,  whence  thev  removed  the  same  or  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  live  in  close  accoid-  1  following  vear  to  X'ew  Haven.  Conn.  Three  chil- 
ance  with  its  tenets  and  teachings.  In  1888  ^Ir.  |  dren  were  born  to  John  and  his  first  wife,  viz.: 
Dunbar  erected  his  present  fine  residence  on  ^Nlain  i  Susanna,  Lydia  and  John.  The  second  niarriage 
street,  and  here  he  and  his  family  enjoy  the  genial  '  of  John  Dunbar  took  place  July  24,  1700.  to  Eliza- 
society  of  a  large  and  devoted  circle  of  friends.         beth  Beecher,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  to  this  marriage 

Edward  Louie  Dunbar,  son  of  \\'illiam  A.  Dun-  '  were  born  seven  children,  as  follows:  Elizabeth, 
bar,  attended  the  Bristol  common  schools  until  ;  March  27,  1701,  married  3.1arch  12.  1730,  to  a  ^Ir. 
eighteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  took  a  two-  |  Schubert,  a  painter:  James  and  Joseph.  June  28, 
years  commercial  course  in  the  Bristol  high  school.  I  1703,  both  of  wliom  died  young:  Joseph  {2),  Oct. 
He  then  passed  a  few  months  in  the  office  of  D.  B.  1  9,  1704;  James,  April  30,  1708;  Lydia,  Oct.  i, 
Judd  &  Co.,  later  becoming  assistant  bookkeeper  i  1714.  married  to  Ebenezer  Hull  Aug.  31,  1743; 
in  the  Bristol  Xational  Bank,  and  in  a  few  years,  !  and  Ebenezer,  born  Xov.  9,  1718.  After  the  death 
in  1888.  was  promoted  to  his  present  position  of  ;  of  the  father  of  these  children  his  second  wife,  at 
bookkeeper.  !Mr.  Dunbar  also  holds  the  agency  of  J  her  decease,  willed  all  her  property  to  her  own 
four  insurance  companies,  viz. :  The  Connecticut  offspring,  and  cut  oft'  altogether  the  children  of 
Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  Hartford;  the  Firemen's  John  Dunbar  bv  his  first  marriage. 
Fund  Insurance  Co.,  of  San  Francisco;  the  In-  John  Dunbar,  son  of  John  and  ^^lattithiah  Dun- 
surance  Co.  of  North  America,  of  Philadelphia;  bar  married  Elizabeth  Eenn  June  14.  171').  She 
and  the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  Insurance  i  was  born  April  29.  1692.  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Co.,  of  Liverpool,  England.  He  also  represents  '  Edward  and  ^Nlary  (  Thorpe  1  Fenn.  wlio  were  mar- 
the  ^Etna  Indemnity  Co..  of  Hartford.  Frater-  :  ried  Xov.  15,  1688.  John  Dun]:>ar  died  May  13, 
nally  Edward  L.  Dunbar  is  a  member  of  Franklin  174^1.  and  ^Irs.  Dunbar  died  in  175 1.  the  parents 
Lodge,  Xo.  56,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  senior  ■  ot  seven  children,  viz.:  Mar}-,  born  Sejit.  26,  171" ; 
deacon  one  year.  He  is  also  chaplain  of  the  P.  \\  .  Sarah.  Feb.  7,  1719;  Edward.  April  9,  1722,  mar- 
L.  S.  Club,  a  social  organization  at  Bristol.  In  ;  ried  Hannah  Curtiss  April  7.  1743:  John.  Sept. 
politics  he  is  independent.  |  28,  1724:  Samuel.  Dec.  18.  1726:  Elizabeth,  May 

The  family  name  of  Dunbar,  it  is  claimed,  is  '  5.  1729:  and  Hannah,  Ajiril  20,  1733. 
derived  from  that  of  the  ancient  Scottish  city  so  •        John  Dunbar,  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
well  known  to  history.    In  1630  Robert  Dunbar,  ,  (  h\^nn  )  Dunhar.  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Conn., 
the  first  of  the  familv  to  appear  in  America,  was     and  to  his  marriage  with  Temperance  Hall,  who 

born  in   Scotland,  married   Rose   ■,  and   in  '  was  Imrn  in  the  same  town  .\pril  16,  1727.  si.xteen 

l'')55  settled  in  Hingham.  Mass.  It  was  tlie  gen-  children  were  brought  into  the  world,  of  whom 
eral  opinion  that  he  brought  money  enough  with  the  names  of  fourteen  are  still  on  record,  viz.: 
him  to  begin  life  in  the  new  countrv  without  em-  Miles:  >irGses,  who  married  Pluube  Jerome  ^L•ly 
l>arrassment.  as  for  years  there  were  but  two  men     30.  I7'')4;  Diniah ;  Joel;  John;  Aaron:  Joel  {2); 


1S2 


COMMlLMORA  TirE  BIOGR.  IPHIC.IL  RECORD. 


l-iK'ina.  who  niarrio*!  i'lunnas  W'olohcr  Painter; 
|t>hii  (-)  :  Charity:  Achi.  who  (heJ  April  12,  iSu; 
,\lolho:  L^aviil  aiul  Jonathan,  hurn  Mav  2'>.  1770,  I 
till  which  last-named  ilate  the  inoth.er  [las.-ed  awav, 
anil  her  remains  were  interred  he>ide  those  of  her 
liu>hand  at  Plymonth ;  he  had  iK-en  one  of  three 
commissaries  in  \\'aterl>ur\-  chosen  to  furnish  snp- 
plies  to  tile  Continental  army. 

Miles  Dnnhar,  i^reat-grandfather  of  lion.  F.d- 
wavd  15.  Dimhar.  was  l)orn  probably  in  W'alling- 
ford  or  Plymouth,  but  removed  to  Cblong,  X.  \  ., 
prior  to  ii>i8,  as  he  is  known  to  have  drawn  a 
l)ension  in  that  State.  Pie  married  May  i,  1779, 
Tryphose  Butler,  who  was  l)orn  in  \\a,»erburv. 
Conn.,  -May  15,  1759.  and  was  a  daughter  of  l^aac 
and  Rebecca  iutler.  To  ^lr.  and  3.!rs.  Miles  Dun- 
bar were  born  eigiu  children,  viz. :  Isaiah,  Clar- 
issa, John,  Lucretia,  Putler,  Jenas,  Calvin,  and  Miles, 
Jr.  Miles,  the  father,  was  a  tife-major  during  the 
Revolutionarv  war,  having  enlisted  March  31, 
1777,  at  W  aterburv.  Conn.,  and  serving  until  dis- 
charged March  30,  1780,  in  Xew  York,  lie  had 
become  overtaxed  at  the  battle  of  Mon.iiouth.  and 
-on  his  wav  home  was  taken  sick  at  Xewton.  his 
expenses  being  paid  by  the  State,  which  State,  as 
has  been  mentioned,  also  pensioned  him  in  18 18. 
After  the  war  he  studied  law  with  Esquire  Butler, 
his  brother-in-law,  at  Pl}'mouth,  and  followed  that 
vocation  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  1776  he 
joined  the  Congregational  Church  at  Plymouth, 
and  died  in  that  faith  in  18. — . 

Butler  Dunbar,  grandfather  of  Hon.  Edward 
Butler  Dunbar,  was  born  in  Plymouth.  Conn.,  P'cb. 
I,  1791,  and  married  ]\Iiss  Lucina  P'ainter,  daugh-  i 
ter  of  Thomas  W'elcher  and  Lucina  (  Dunbar ) 
Painter — the  latter  a  sister  of  his  father.  Miles 
Dunbar.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  But- 
ler Dunbar  were  Edward  Lucius,  of  whom  full 
mention  has  alreadv  been  made :  William  Butler, 
born  in  Bristol.  Conn.,  June  28,  181 1,  who  marr.ed 
Mary  ^lorrill  in  January,  1836;  and  Emily,  who 
was  married  to  Charles  Lindley,  of  W'aterbury. 

Butler  Dtmbar  was  a  musician  in  the  war  of 
1812  under  John  Buckingham,  and  later  was  in 
the  clock  business  with  Titus  ^lerriam.  lie  was 
still  quite  young,  however,  w  hen  he  removed  to  the 
West  and  engaged  in  agricultural  p.ursuits.  He 
was  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Congregational 
Church  in  the  West,  and  long  before  his  death. 
Avhich  occurred  C)ct.  18,  1868,  in  Monroe  town- 
ship, Mahaska  Co.,  Iowa,  he  bore  the  honorable 
title  of  "P^ather  Dunbar." 

CAPT.  RICHARD  GRIMES.  In  the  early 
history  of  Wethersfield,  long  prior  to  th:-  Revolu- 
tionary i^eriorl,  and  fluring  the  war,  as  well  as  sub- 
sequently, that  locality  was  the  scene  of  maritime 
traffic  and  business.  At  the  shipyard  by  the  cove 
(located  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Wethersfield) 
were  built  many  \essels,  and  a  numl)er  were  there 
manned  with  guns  for  privateerinfr  during  the  Revo- 
lution, and  many  tco  were  the  able  masteijs  ami  sea- 


men who  commaniled  them.  Among  the  vessels- 
and  conimander>  of  the  period  were  the  jM-ivateers 
■■Revenge"  ami  "'Drake;"  the  slooj)  ■"PiereT,"  ctini- 
nianded  by  Ju-ius  Rilev,  Sr.,  an  old  West  Indian 
trader,  a^  were  aPo  his  sons.  Ju>tin  and  Roswell  : 
Ozias  Cioodwin,  of  the  ^cho.mer  ■■litunliird ;"'  and 
Jcseph  Combs,  of  the  schooner  ■■Experiment";  Capt. 
Sanuiel  Stillma'n,  of  the  l)rig  ■"Jasou,""  and  his 
lM\ither  Capt.  .\.l\  n  Stillman.  w  ho  did  a  large  trans- 
portation business  for  the  Stale,  and  imported  most 
of  the  salt  and  some  of  the  ^uj)plies  for  the  war. 
There,  too,  was  Capt.  Tryon,  afterward  an  officer 
in  the  I'nited  Siat^-s  navy,  and  Capt.  William  Gris- 
wold.  of  Iv.ickv  llill,  then  a  part  of  Wethersfield, 
who  owned  the  big  ".Minerva.'"  built  at  the  place, 
and  which  had  the  reputation  of  being  the  staiich- 
est  vessel  in  the  Colony,  which  \essel  in  1775  was 
chartered,  an  armament  put  upin  her,  and  she 
served  as  a  vessel  of  war  in  State  and  naval  service. 

Born  a  few  years  later,  just  following  the  active 
scenes  of  the  Revolution,  wliile  yet  the  deeds  of 
daring  and  adventure  of  these  heroes  of  thj  war 
were  fresh  in  the  minds  anil  the  talk  of  their  elders, 
and  almost  in  the  Rocky  PI  ill  sliipyard,  where  no 
doubt  the  prowess  and  the  fashion  of  the  war  ships 
was  the  topic  of  frequent  discussion  in  their  hear- 
ing, as  they  pla_\-ed  over  and  through  the  timbers 
framing  the  later  ships,  and  picked  oakum  wdiile 
they  listened  to  the  ■"yarns""  <jf  the  rope-makers  in 
the  rope-walk,  or  were  hiding  in  the  sail  loft,  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Grimes  boys  im- 
bibed a  taste  for  the  sea,  auil  ^ollght  its  broad  bosoui 
for  occupation  and  home. 

■■Capt.  Dick,  "  as  Richarrl  (.irimes,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  familiarl\-  cailetl  bv  all  who  knew 
him  on  shipboard,  was  born  in  1789  in  the  then 
thriving  village  of  Stepney,  a  district  or  suburb 
of  \\'ethersfield,  which  for  some  time  promised  to 
be  the  head  of  navigation  when  the  large  vessels 
produced  in  its  shipyard  found  difficulty  in  going 
liigher  up  the  Connecticut  river.  Indeed,  it  has 
been  said  that  but  for  the  obstinacy  of  Capt.  Dick".s 
grandfather,  who,  owning  the  major  part  of  the 
river  front  in  Ste])ney.  refused  to  sell  the  same, 
even  Hartford  might  have  had  a  rival  in  this  now- 
obscure  town,  set  oft  innu  Wethersfield  in  1726 
as  the  parish  of  Stepney:  in  1826,  bv  legal  enact- 
ment, it  received  the  less  desirable  cognomen  of 
Ivocky  Plill — a  name  always  a  misnomer  when 
we  consider  the  various  villages  on  the  river,  wiiose 
rocks  made  the  one  stone  hill  of  this  town  apjiear 
very  poor  and  small,  even  when  its  tons  of  granite 
towered  in  all  their  ]jristine  but  sod-covered  gran- 
deur; and  since  lovers  of  good  roads  have  bought 
and  crushed  up  the  major  part  of  this  one  '"right 
to  the  title"  the  name  is  more  incongruous  and 
unwelcome  than  ever.  Xevertheless,  Rockv  Hill 
now  stands,  a  jX'aceful,  re>tful  and  picturesiine 
village,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Connecticut  river. 
But  the  birtlqjlace  of  Ca|")t.  Dick — the  little  house 
where  his  nine  brothers  and  sisters  and  himself"^ 
were  born — has   given  way  before   the   march  ot 
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iiuprovciiK'ut.  A  railroad  dn'crs  the  ,i::rnuiKl  where 
ic  stooil,  ami  made  ihe  tir.st  attack  on  the  tianie 
■"hill,"'  skirtini;"  the  hase  some  miles,  and  at  the 
same  time  erasing;'  the  major  -part  of  the  eld  rcipe- 
walk  and  shiinard,  where  for  many  years  ship^ 
lari^e  and  ^mall  were  huih  and  sul)sequentl}' 
manned  and  mastered  hy  the  citizens  of  Stepney 
and  Cilastoniniry. 

Shiphnildmj;".  th.e  t'lttini;-  an.d  outtutiny  of  the 
same,  made  for  these  two  places  lively  and  work- 
a-dav  times,  iiusiness  oi  all  kinds  tloiu'ished  be- 
cause of  the  maritime  value  oi  men  and  products. 
.Most  vounq-  men  from  both  places  followed  the 
sea,  or  wanted  to.  and  their  outhts,  their  ships, 
and  the  cargoes  they  lirought  back  furnished 
raisoit  d'etre  for  the  several  stores  iliat  then  clothed 
the  river  hank  at  Rockv  }iill  i  then  Stepney)  and 
did  a  brisk  business  in  ^ail-cloth,  paints,  oils,  sati- 
nets, velvets  and  silks.  man_\-,  i)erhaps  most,  of  all 
these  things,  and  surelv  all  the  two  if  not  the 
three  la.^t,  imported  in  those  days.  Jt  is  not  manv 
years,  when  one  sits  down  to  think  iibcitt  it,  that 
American  ladies  have  been  able  tc  deck  them- 
selves in  American  silks,  and  in  the  days  of  which 
we  are  thinking  gentlemen  had  the  monopolv  of 
fashion  plates  and  imported  furbelows.  These 
were  the  days  when  men  wore  pumps  and  silver 
buckles,  if  thev  were  plain,  every-day  nabobs;  if 
tiiey  were  grand  gentlemen  and  rich  these  buckles 
must  be  of  gold,  and  jeweled,  and,  instead  of  plain 
linen,  cambric  rut^.es  hemmed  with  stitches  that 
would  put  to  shame  the  finest  machine  work,  and 
pleated  with  a  nicetv  few  "patent  pleaters"  can 
equal,  but  all  done  by  the  fingers  of  mother,  wife, 
or  sweetheart,  that  perliaps  h.ad  also  fashioned — 
from  the  flax  "raised  at  home,"'  then  spun  into 
thread  and  woven  into  linen,  finally  bleached  on 
the  home  lot,  as  every  previous  process  had  been 
done,  and  the  dainty  ruiilcs  (these  imported) — ■ 
the  linen  shirt,  each  stitch  taken  by  hand,  that 
should  grace  the  satin  "wescoat."  velvet  small- 
clothes and  swallow-tail  blue  coat,  which,  with  silk 
stockings — black  for  usunl,  white  for  the  verv  fre- 
quent balls — must  set  ot'f  the  figure  of  everv  self- 
respecting  sailor  when  in  port.  How  well  the 
writer  remembers  hearing  from  an  old  citizeii  of 
Hartford  a  description  of  the  garb  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  when  th.e  narrator,  then  a  bov,  and 
native  of  Reeky  Hill  also,  like  all  the  boys  far  and 
near,  rushing  to  greet  each  incoming  ship,  would 
go  to  the  river  to  meet  the  brig  ".Marshall,"  Cai)t. 
Dick,  commander.  Said  he,  "How  my  eyes  would 
stand  out  when  Capt.  Dick  appeared  in  the  full 
glory  of  blue  coat  and  brass  buttons,  a  shirt  frill 
four  inches  wide,  and  full  enough  to  fill  in  the 
entire  'wescut'  front.  I  tell  \xu,  the  ladies  in 
those  days  could  sew,  anrl  Capt.  Dick's  wife  could 
pleat  ruffies.  With  black  velvet  knee  breeches, 
buckles  at  the  knees,  silk  stockings  to  meet  'em 
and  patent  leather  pumps,  buckles  on  them,  too, 
well,  I  just  thought  that  next  to  general  training 
being  captain  of  a  ship  was  the  greatest  thing  on 


earth.    Well,  tliat   style  of  tlress  would   do  n.itn-e 
for  a  man  than  any  (jther  that  was  ever  adopicdl.  " 
!  And  who  thi'.t  has  seen  it  doesn't  agree  with  this 
'  criticism.'   lUit  tlie  picture  as  drawn  of  Lapt.  DicK 
;  seems  fanciful.     (  hdv  as  a  grim  old  sea-dog  did 
the  writer  kimw  him.    .\.  man  of  no  frills,  linen, 
camliric  or  otherwise.     Hut  this  was  in  the  latter 
i  vears  of  his  life,  which  were  passed  in  the  ^tate 
of  Te.xas  as  a  cattle  raiser,  wlicre,  although  he  did 
not  personally  take  -any  part  in  the  business,  until 
he  had  passed  the  half-century  mark,  it  was  said 
he  would  ride  horses  which  younger  men  hesitated 
:  to  mount.     His  theor_\-  was.  it  would  "puzzle  a 
I  mustang  to  pitch   harder   than   a  jolly-boat,  and 
j  anybodv  who  had  ridden  the  last  for  a  lifetime 
!  ought  not  to  give  in  t<^  the  bucking  of  a  ponw" 
\  Xot  so  easy  to  get  boat  and  saddle  in  to  line  did  it 
i  appear  to  one  of  the  Captain's  Mexican  employes ; 
i  crossing  one  of  the  treacherous  creeks  of  his  adopt- 
;  ed   State,   a   frightened   horse   necessitated  gomg 
up  stream  a  little  way,  and  pointing  to  a  "dug  out" 
I  l^an  apologv  for  a  skitt,  made  from  a  hollow  Itg") 
t  Jesus  (pronounced  Hasoos  )  was  dispatched  to  the 
'  work.     Willing,  but  with  hesitation,  the  ^Mexican 
picked  up  his  oar,  and  under  direction  undertook 
to  paddle  up  stream,  but  the  boat  persisted  in  mak- 
I  ing    better    headway  stern-way,  one    should  say 
1  down  stream,  as  impelled  bv  the  tide  ;  having  suc- 
1  ceeded  with  his  best  effort  only  in  turning  round 
I  a  couple  of  times  the  Mexican  landed  a  few  rods 
below   where   he  embarked,   smilingly  remarking, 
'  "Ale  no  use't  ride  dis  kind  boss,  me  not  like  him." 
And  the  Captain,  as  much  amused,  executed  his  or- 
ders himself. 

'  Used  at  all  times  to  mixing  with  all  kinds  and 
I  conditions  of  men,  the  Captain  had  the  'napp}-  fac- 
I  ultv  of  securing  the  friendly  service  of  his  em- 
]  ployes,  and  rarelv  w^as  called  upon  to  exercise  the 
\  grim  qualitv  which  his  scpiare  lower  jaw  and  deep- 
set  eyes  indicated,  the  quality  which  all  men  who  are 
I  called  upon  to  govern  other  men  must  possess,  and 
which  nowhere  is  more  imperative  than  in  the  life 
of  a  ship's  commander.  Capt.  Dick  was  just  a 
sailor.  He  claimed  for  himself  nothing  more.  To 
the  end  of  his  sea-faring  life  he  was^accustomed 
to  taking  "regular  watch,"  indeed  to  the  end  of  his 
life.  The  dozen  or  more  years  spent  ashore,  when 
steam  had  taken  the  pleasure  and  profit  out  of 
sailing  craft,  he  still  maintained  the  u\<l  hal)its  of 
the  sea  as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit.  His 
Texas  house  was  on  a  peninsula,  the  ba_\'  within 
ten  rods  of  it  on  one  side,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
for  nearlV  half  a  centurv  his  "usual  place  of  busi- 
ness." within  sight  on  the  other  side;  and  almost 
any  morning  at  2  o'cbjck  he  could  be  seen  at  his 
bedroom  window,  with  a  si^y-glass  which  had  been 
his  close  companion  since  he  was  a  boy  across  his 
knee  or  searcliing  the  horizon  for  a  possible  sail. 
There  is  no  doubt  the  Captain  was  heart  and  soul 
a  sailor.  He  loved  the  sea,  and  it  was  said  of  him 
bv  an  East  Hartford  cajitain,  himself  a  sail'r  of 
note  and  a  man  who  had  nuule  name  and  fortune 
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at  sea,  that  Lapt.  Dick  was  '\nw  of  the  best  cap- 
laiiis  who  ever  crossed  the  Atlantie,  a  man  resi)eelei.l 
J>v  ail  who  knew  him  as  th()rt)ni;h  master  ot  his 
Inisiness.  e.xeeUed  in  seamanship  by  none:  eipialled 
h\-  lew;  ar.d  an  example  to  a!!  lor  faithfnlness  to 
tiie  dntv  of  the  Ik  nr,  aiul  for  his  morality."  Higher 
praise  eonkl  b.ardh'  he  _i;iven.  and  it  is  of  special 
value,  coming-  from  a  noiile  man,  in  the  same  pro- 
fession, who  was  a  lifelong  aciiuaintanee  and  knew 
well  whereof  he  spoke.    Of  special  value  tcio  be- 
cause of  the  experience  which  led  up  to  such  po- 
sition and  character.     L'apt.   l)ick  started  in  to 
make  this  record  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age. 
]t  was  bv  no  means  to  be  supposed  that  he  had  at 
that  time  any  -pecial  goal  in  view  beyond  gratify- 
ing: the  independence  anil  courage  which  seem  to 
have  been  born  in  him,  and  which  were  evidenced 
in  all  the  acts  and  theories  of  his  life.    Deeds  came 
before  plans  and  theories  it  would  seem  through 
all  his  life  pattern.    It  is  not  to  hold  this  method 
.up  for  emulation,  any  more  than  one  would  coun- 
sel all  boys  to  run  away  from  home,  that  these  facts 
are  noted,  but  to  show  that  g-iven  the  old-fashioned 
Xew  England  g:rit  and  steady  perseverance,  a  good 
life,  a  strong  life,  and  one  worthy  of  imitation 
may  grow  out  of  even  a  bad  beginning.    A  very 
bad  beginning  we  should  each  feel  it.  to  look  back 
upon  it  with  personal  realization  of  its  liardships. 
The  Captain's  own  comment  upon  it.  "Whoever 
"begins  life  as  second  officer  in  the  calaboose  doesn't 
need  to  inquire  about  the  hardships  of  life,"  per- 
Jiaps  needs  interpreting  to  landsmen,  and  means 
that  the  boy   who  fills   that  post,   "cook's  mate" 
(which  is  the  very  lowest  place  a  boy  can  have  on 
board  a  vessel),  gets  all  the  hard  knocks  every 
one  above  him  may  feel  like  bestowing  and  is  lia- 
ble to  get  little  else,  unless  he  be  of  such  a  daring 
and  determined  nature  that  he  can  figh-t  his  own 
battles  and  command  respect  even  in  the  hearts  of 
such  as    have    little  deference  for  anything"  save 
brute  force  and  manifest  ])ower.    If  earth  affords 
a  literal  Hell  it  should  be  found  by  a  friendless  boy 
■Avho  starts  out  as  a  stowaway  in  an  ordinary  mer- 
chantman of  the  da}'s  when  Capt.  Dick  so  tempted 
fate.    Those  were  the  days  of  cat-o'-nine-lails  and 
belaying-,  pins  as  forms  of  "'moral  suasion."  the 
days  when  even  the  indentured  sailor  had  no  rights 
the  officers  were  botuid  to  respect,  and  the  captain 
was  an  autocrat.    The  merchant  service  was  re- 
cruited from  the  slums  of  all  nations,  and  usually 
the  cook  was  "less  than  the  least  of  all  of  these:'" 
himself  the  butt  and  plaything  of  the  entire  crew, 
more  than  likelv  a  superstitious  savage  or  a  half- 
breed  cut-throat,  his  gentle  ministrations  (  ?')  would 
not  be  likely  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  word  of  en- 
couragement for  a  homesick  boy.     The  Captain 
never  was  reminiscent  of  th.ose  davs.  and  the  im- 
agination leaves  little  to  be  desired  of  detail.  When 
asked  what  started  him  to  sea  so  early  his  replv 
was,  "'Reckon  I  thought  there  were  mouths  enough 
at  borne  to  feed  without  nune."    There  were  ten 
or  eleven  children.    The  records,  save  as  births  and 


deaths  are  storieil  in  the  old  bur_\ing-ground,  are 
scattered,  and  Iiy  no  means  well  aiUhenticated. 

in  the  village  graveyard  the  fact  is  inilicated 
on  the  old  moss-covered  tombstones  that  the 
Cirimeses,  though  now  nearlv  all  gone  fr^mi  the 
conununity.  for  a  number  of  generations  dwelt  in 
the  town.  Among  these  inscriptii.>ns  are  Alexander 
Crimes,  dic.l  March  j;,  18.40.  aged  ninety-six 
years,  and  Mrs.  Marv  Crimes,  wile  of  Alexander 
lirimes,  and  daughter  of  Capt.  Richard  Dunn,  of 
Xewport,  R.  I.,  died  b'eb.  26,  1823,  aged  seventy-' 
iivc  years.  This  couple  were  the  jiarenis  of  Capt. 
Richard  Crimes,  their  other  children  (record  partly 
from  tombstones)  being  flannah,  who  marrieil 
}Jarvey  Dickinson,  and  died  Sept.  i,  1831,  aged 
sixty-two  vears  (she  was  born  in  ;  I'olly,  who 

dieci  Jan.  3,  1843,  aged  sixty-six,  married  Elizur 
Dickerson,  who  was  born  in  1772,  and  died  May 
8,  1S48;  Xathan  died  in  1796,  at  Lana  \"aux,  aged 
twenty-two  years ;  Samuel  died  at  I'oint  Peter  in 
1794,  aged  seventeen  years;  Henry  died  at  An- 
tigua in  1803,  aged  nineteen  years;  Sophronia  died 
unmarried  Aug.  29,  1861,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  (she  was  born  in  17S0)  ;  William,  who  married 
Mary  Jagger,  was  lost  at  sea  in  1819,  aged  thirty- 
seven  years;  Roderick,  born  C)ct.  3,  1786,  died 
Xov.  25,  ]86i,  married  Aviary  Ann  Church,  who 
was  born  Sept.  21,  1793,  and  died  Feb.  29,  1872. 
Roderick  was  the  only  one  of  the  sons  to  remain 
to  do  business  in  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  was  a  mer- 
chant, became  the  first  representative  of  that  town 
in  1844,  after  its  separation  from  the  town  of  . 
\\'etliersheld,  and  died  there  in  1861,  aged  sev- 
enty-five years.  Of  the  sons,  all  except  the  young- 
est, Roderick,  and  the  eldest,  Alexander,  led  a 
sea-faring  life,  three  dying  in  the  West  Indies 
from  yellow  fever,  while  another,  Capt.  William 
Grimes,  lost  his  life  on  the  sea,  no  tidings  of  him 
or  the  vessel  on  which  he  sailed  ever  having  been 
received.  This  was  one  of  the  brigs  "^Marshall," 
of  which  Capt.  Richard  Crimes  lost  three.  That 
is  to  say,  three  brigs  each  bearing  the  name  of 
""Marshall"  (the  name  of  a  favorite  nephew,  the 
eldest  son  of  his  brother  Roderick!  were,  bv  vari- 
ous means,  lost  to  Capt.  Dick,  although  in  all  his 
long  experience  as  a  navigator  he  never  met  with 
anv  verv  serious  wreck.  Capt.  \\  illiam's  loss,  one 
of  those  dreadful  mysteries  the  sea  will  never 
divulge,  was  doubly  pathetic  because  he  took  his 
brother's  place,  and  doing  so  lost  his  life.  It  may 
have  been  bv  fire,  the  ship  mav  have  foundered, 
or,  most  harrowing  thought  of  all,  but  very  pos- 
sible to  the  time,  it  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  pirates.  For  those  were  days  when  more  than 
the  (5rdinarv  terrors  of  the  sea  menaced  the  navi- 
gator. Capt.  William  was  the  favorite  brother  of 
Capt.  Dick,  and  the  uncertainty  of  his  fate  for 
manv  vears  darkened  the  life  of  this  brother  in 
whose  place  he  died.  Cai)t.  Dick  had  fitted  out 
his  vessel,  and  exoected  to  command  her  himself, 
but  his  brother  oft'ered  to  take  his  place  (some 
matter  of  business  making  it  ex])edient  that  Capt. 
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Dick  remain  »,  and  so  sailed  to  liis  doom.  Inas- 
much as  Laiit.  nick  was  ilic  youngosi  of  all  those 
who  followed  the  sea  and  had  Iieen  the  means  of 
'their  all  adopting"  that  vncation.  and  in  so  di'int;' 
all  met  tlieir  deatli.  I'.ie  fact  that  he  contnuici  to 
go  to  sea  himself,  and  rejilaccd  tiie  l>riy  "-Mar- 
shall" wit!i  auDthcr  of  the  same  n;'.me.  jircives  that 
he  lacked  unc  specit'ic  attriluue  of  a  sailor,  that  is, 
superstilior.. 

Of  ihe  Captain's  elder  hrother  .\lexander  noth- 
ing seems  to  he  known  at  the  present  time.  A 

family  trai]iti"n  says  "he  marrieil  one  Sarah  , 

and  lived  at.  home  with  his  parents  until  his  wife 
and  himself  died,"  whether  in  xoung;  manhooil  or 
later  there  is  no  availahle  record.  The  father,  .\Iex- 
amler,  was  a  shoemaker  hy  trade.  hiU  is  said  to  have 
l)een  not  at  all  enamored  of  the  calling,  aiid  aside 
from  the  care  of  his  hereditarv  acres  (  hy  this  time 
not  numerous)  sjient  most  oi  his  time  arguing 
.against  Calvinism,  and  that  at  a  period  when  not  to 
believe  in  infant  damnation  was  proof  of  innate  de- 
pravity sufficient  to  insure  the  condenmatiou  of 
the  iml)e!iever.  Anyhow,  "Daddy  Grimes,"  as  he 
was  called,  was  nevertheless  a  close  student  of  the 
Bible,  and  while  he  differed  with  the  orthodoxv  of 
his  day  and  was  denounced  by  it,  he  could  make 
his  arguments  felt.  Mrs.  Alexander  Grimes,  th'i 
Captain's  mother,  comes  down  in  history  as  just 
a  plain  farmer's  wife,  devoted  to  her  family,  and  it 
would  seem  that  her  kindlv  life  and  gentle  intiu- 
ence  were  the  restraining  powers  that  went  cut 
Avith  her  roving  son  to  make  of  him  the  honest  man 
that  all  men  respected.  "A  self-made  man"  he 
surely  was,  beginning  his  career  at  ten. 

Starting  for  himself  in  the  world  at  an  age 
Avhen  fortune's  curled  darlings  are  being  led  about 
by  a  nursemaid,  dressed  in  kilts,  and  onlv  expected 
to  keep  their  kid  slippers  neat,  Capt.  Dick  set  up 
"business  for  himself,  minus  any  slippers  at  all.  his 
capital — entire  stock  in  trade — one  shirt  and  a  pair 
of  breeks.  The  ten-year-old  bov  without  shoes, 
hat,  coat  or  even  handkerchief  began  to  paddle 
his  own  can.oe,  and  for  three  years  was  not  heard 
from.  Tliat  he  lived,  prospered  and  made  good 
use  of  his  time  is  proven  in  the  fact  that  at  twenty- 
one  he  v.as  master  and  owner  "of  a  brig.  Eleven 
years  is  a  short  time  to  master  a  l)nsiness,  accunni  ■ 
late  a  capital,  and  get  to  the  top  of  one's  trade. 
Even  v.-ith  capital,  influence  and  regular  training 
it  might  be  called  good  business  to  get  from  the 
ship's  galley  to  captain's  office  at  twenty-one.  But 
to  do  that  ^vithout  aid  from  an^'one.  either  of  monev 
■or  power,  and  better  still  to  get  there  with  a  char- 
acter of  solid  worth,  makes  the  barefooted  renegade 
■well  worthy  of  consideration.  Had  he  gone  out 
strengthcnerl  by  the  safeguards  of  religious  home 
influence,  h.ad  he  been  old  enough  to  have  gained 
the  solidity  which  a  good  education  gives,  or  even 
had  the  trend  of  the  times  been  then,  as  now.  to- 
ward refinement  even  in  a  sailor's  duty,  it  would 
be  more  easy  to  look  for  good  results  even  in  the 
hfe  of  a  barefooted  stowaway.    Or  was  there  in 


the  rugged  truthfulness  of  that  dav  a  helpful  iu- 
thience  which  the  suiierticiality  of  later  conventions 
doe>  not  reach.-  'ihis  bov  going  cut  from  home 
alone,  without  anv  of  life  s  "conwniences."  thrown 
iiUo  the  \ilest  association,  with  next  to  no  educa- 
tii'U.  leains  geography  h\  per-onal  contact,  im- 
bibes history  as  a  part  of  bib  Inisiness,  acquires  a 
more  than  ordinar\-  education  in  learning  his  trade, 
and  fits  himself  for  association  with  the  best  class 
of  people.  His  daughter  has  in  her  possession  a 
water-color  paiming  of  the  Captani,  taken  at  a 
thnner  in  Liverpoii!  in  1818  by  johii  Elihu 
while  the  Captain  was  not  yet  thirty.  There  were 
present  people  of  his  own  and  other  crafts  who 
Were  men  of  import,  among  them  an  artist,  and 
tile  j)icture  was  painted  on  a  wager  regarding  the 
celerUy  with  which  it  could  be  done.  But  what 
brought  the  runaway  into  such  company?  It  is 
not  the  natural  end  of  the  truant  to  turn  up  master 
of  his  trade :  nor  does  the  lad  who  runs  away  from 
school  and  home  gain  an  entree  to  cultivated  cir- 
cles merely  by  crossing  a  few  oceans  and  twenty 
years'  service  on  shipboard.  This  boy  carried  al- 
ways a  tender  memory  of  his  mother,  and  when 
he  died,  at  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  there  was  along- 
side the  gold  compass  some  one  had  given  him  in 
memory  of  valued  service,  and  a  few  other  treas- 
ures, a  poor  little  Didi-bag  made  of  coarse  blue 
serge ;  it  w^as  the  choicest  thing  there,  his  mother 
made  it  for  him  while  he  was  yet  a  young  man. 
His  mother  was  one  of  the  strong  truthful  women 
so  common  to  her  time,  self-reliarit  and  independ- 
ent. So  was  the  Captain.  It  mattered  little  to  him 
wdiat  other  possessions  a  man  might  have  did  he 
lack  manly  independence.  Always  ready  to  help 
the  unfortunate,  he  had  no  sympathy  with  the  in- 
dolence and  weakness  that  asks  for  unearned 
money,  and  no  respect  for  the  man  willing  to  be 
sujjported  in  idleness. 

Capt.  Grimes  in  the  prime  of  life  did  a  large 
business  in  passenger  traffic  and  freight — usually, 
but  not  always  commanding  his  own  vessels.  At 
the  time  he  mastered  navigation  steam  was  proba- 
bly unthought  of.  For  many  years  he  carried  pas- 
sengers and  merchandise  between  Xew  York  and 
Liverpool  and  London,  but  as  master  and  owner 
of  his  own  ships  he  took  his  course  wdiere  profit 
and  choice  called.  Three  times  he  circumnavigated 
the  earth,  and  affirmed  that  he  entered  every  port 
on  tl;e  face  of  the  globe  a  wdiite  man  had  ever  vis- 
ited, and,  he  almost  believed,  some  where  no  ship 
but  his  own  had  ever  ventured.  He  was  years  in 
the  West'  India  trade  in  the  last  years  of  the  eight- 
eenth and  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
\\  hen  he  was  first  attracted  to  Texas  does  not  ap- 
pear, ljut  it  is  evident  he  knew  the  country  early, 
a  number  of  his  land  grants  having  been  from  the 
Spanish  government.  And  in  1837,  with  his  wife 
and  infant  daughter,  he  removed  to  the  Republic 
of  Texas.  The  brig  in  which  he  sailed  (supposed- 
ly the  "Driver")  was  the  only  vessel  of  twenty- 
seven,  leaving  Xew  York  at  the  same  time,  that 
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was  ever  licard  of  a_L;ai;i.  An  unusuallv  Idiis^"  ami 
severe  lu|uiiuvnal  slonn  kept  tlu-  ajtiain  mi  dee'; 
most  of  the  time  for  seven  days,  and  fonr  day.s 
ami  nii.;ius  lie  >1i>ih1  ar  tiie  lu  lin.  never  cnee  tal<inL;' 
liis  hand  ott  it  in  that  time,  his  only  nonri^hment 
alternate  eoliee  and  whiskev.  lo  tnuler>tand  the 
full  measure  of  the  work  done  one  should  knmv  the 
style  of  the  inii::ainlv  steering;  tackle  of  those  earlv 
ilays,  which  wotdd  trv  the  strength  of  an  ordinary 
man  even  in  fair  weather. 

The  Cajitain  was  ul  medium  hei;.;ht.  ver\-  strong", 
with  no  superlluous  tlesh.  lie  ci,  iild  he  a  very 
martinet  dul  occasion  require.  Insubordination 
once  sent  a  man  living  u\•erhoar^l  in  mid-Atlantic 
ocean  liy  impact  with  tiie  Captain's  list.  and.  when 
the  fellow  did  not,  or  coidd  not.  swim,  over  went 
the  Captain  tc>  the  resctie.  st)  goes  the  testimony 
of  a  "hand"  who  claimed  to  have  been  present.  Yet 
his  last  dollar  could  be  had  l)v  a  shiimiate  in  troii- 
ble,  and  it  is  told  of  him  that  during-  an  epiilemic 
of  yellow  fever  in  the  Indies  he  went  to  the  hospital 
with  his  crew  and  helped  nurse  everv  one  of  them 
through  the  disease,  losing  none.  Three  times  lie 
went  through  the  scourge  himself.  Once  in  tlie 
isolation  of  his  first  Texas  home  cholera  found  its 
way  into  one  family,  contracted  through  some  vis- 
iting child.  It  took  the  three  little  ones  of  the 
family  :  the  parents  were  worn  cut.  evervone  else 
fled.  The  Captain  dug  the  graves  and  buried  the 
three  little  victims,  deaf  to  threats  and  entreaties 
of  such  as  warned  him  that  he  was  exposing  him- 
self and  others  in  so  doing,  his  onlv  replv  being, 
''I  don't  deserve  to  live  if  I  can  neglect  others  in  snch 
strait."  In  the  war  of  1812,  privateering  off  the 
coast  of  France,  his  vessel  and  effects  were  taken, 
himself  and  crew  landed  on  a  desolate  coast  with 
nothing  but  the  scanty  snpply  of  clothing  thcv  w  ore, 
and  not  all  together  at  that.  Three  vears  of  wan- 
dering, hardship  and  privations  followed  ere  he 
could  work  his  way  back  to  home  and  a  new  start. 
But  all  these  reverses  only  meant  "Begin  again." 
He  was  comparatively  an  old  man  when  convinced 
that  a  new  fortune  could  not  be  made  at  sea  with- 
out help. of  steam,  and  feeling  himself  too  old  to 
learn  steam  navigation  he  left  the  water,  and  gave 
his  time  to  landed  interests  and  stock  in  the  Lone 
Star  State.  He  had  for  a  long  time,  while  still  in 
maritime  employ,  been  interested  in  the  growth 
and  advantages  of  Texas,  but  did  not  move  his 
family  there  until  1837.  It  is  a  fann'Iy  tradition 
that  Capt.  Grimes  was  one  of  the  original  three 
hundred  settlers  that  received  a  headright  ui)on  the 
Stephen  F.  Austin  proposal  of  grant  laid  before 
the  governor  in  182 1,  which,  however,  was  super- 
seded by  a  colonization  law  by  the  Republic  of 
Texas,  by  the  provisions  of  which  each  f^nnilv  re- 
ceived not  less  than  one  labor  f  about  177  acres  ) 
or  more  than  one  sitio  (about  4,428  acres)  of  land, 
according  as  the  occupation  of  the  head  was  faim- 
ing  or  stock  raising.  Capt.  Grimes'  name  does  not 
appear  on  the  list  of  the  names  of  the  "old-  three 
hundred."    The  three  hundred  families  were  ail  or 


nearly  all  in  TeNa>  before  the  close  of  the  sumnier 
lit  11*^24.  ;uid  wliile  the  wori;  oi  i>>i'.ing  titles  wa< 
lift  (.ntnely  completed  Iiefi're  i''^27  nearlv  all  titles 
were  i^^ued  immediate!}-  after  -Xng.  24,  1824. 
1-rom  the  fact  of  the  ni^m-appearance  of  Capt. 
(irimes'  name  on  the  ori-^inal  list  it  ma\  lie  that  he 
came  by  a  headriglit  through  >ome  snbseijuent 
grant.  At  any  rate,  he  wa>  a  pioneer  of  the  Luiie 
."^t;lr  State,  and  got  his  headright  fast  enough  cu"  a 
league  and  labor  of  land  on  the  Caranchua  river, 
SC'  called  because  it  watered  the  home  countrv  of 
the  Indian  tribe  of  that  name,  lamiliarlv  known 
as  "Crcmks."  -  They  were  a  specially  violent  and 
vicious  jieojile  in  their  iialmy  dav^. 

Lapt.   tjrimes  Ijccanie  the  owner  bv  purcliase 
long  before  this  time  of  tluMisands  of  acres  of  land 
in  the  State,  and  from  1837  made  Texas  his  home, 
though  he   did  not    abandon    sea-going   and  his 
maritime  business  until  about   1843,  ^'^  ^^^^^  time 
turning"  his  attention  entirelv  to  cattle  and  sheep 
raising.     In  1848  his  onlv  son  joined  liim  in  tlie 
■  business,  and  a  few  vears  later,  a  cyclone  havings 
destroyed  the  sheep    industrv  "entirelv    and  deci- 
mated their  stock  i)f  cattle,  tlie\-  began  the  shipping 
of  cattle  to  Xew  Orleans,  while  thev  still  coiitinued 
to  increase  their  own  herds.    Later  still  the  busi- 
ness was  improved  bv  driving  cattle  to  Kansas 
and  ^lissouri.    The  Captain  was  a  warm  personal 
friend  and  an  ardent  admirer  and  supporter  of 
Gen.  Sam  Houston.    He  had  no  taste  for  public 
life  or  for  politics,  though  he  never  shrank  f r.  im 
any  obligation  that  he  felt  good  citizcnslnp  in  tliat 
line  of  dutv  implied,  and  regularly  made  his  eigli- 
t\-niile  trip  on  horseback  to  and  from  the  county 
seat  to  deposit  his  vote  as  a  Dentocrat.  His  was  a 
strong,  forceful  character,  and  tliough  stern  when 
occasion  demanded  sternness,  and  late  in  life  of  a 
rough  exterior,  beneatli  it  was  always  a  warm, 
kind  and  svmpatlietic  heart  that  prompted  many 
;  generous  acts  and  deeds  of  kindness.    The  habit 
.  of  the  new  countrv  in  which  he  made  his  home 
:  was  always  to  "rememlier  the  stranger  within  thy 
gates."    The  Captain  had  located  himself  midway 
between  two  post  towns,  twenty  miles  from  each, 
and  it  was  no  unusual  thing  for  him  to  entertain 
gratuitouslv  twentv-five  people  weekly:  indeed,  it 
i  was  often  said  no  one  from  the  L'nited  States  or 
:  Europe  ever  entered  eastern  Texas  without  stop- 
:  ping  overnight  with  him.  This  tallied  exactly  -with 
the  Captain's  pleasure,  as  he  always  practiced  the 
doctrine  he  preached  to  his  children  never  to  turn 
;  the  wayfarer  hungrv  fn;ini  the  tloor.    He  reniem- 
;  liercd  the  davs  he  wandered  in  France,  hungry,  a 
I  stranger  in  a  foreign  land.    The  cases  were  hardly 
parallel,  only  that  one  is  nearly  as  badly  off  twenty 
i  or  fortv  miles  out  of  reach  of  a  hotel  as  he  would 
I  be  without  the  means  to  ]jay  his  wav  within  one. 
,        The  Captain  w-as  a  kind  and  indulgent  man  in 
'  his  family,  and  while  not  rich  at  tlie  time  of  his 
j  death,  which  occurred  in  Aiiril.  i8y8.  at  his  lioine 
i  in  Tres  I'alacios.  Matagorda  Co.,  Texas — he  left 
'  enough  property  to  provide  well  for  his  wife  and 
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ilau^liicr.  and  liclpoil         mhi  quiio  as  ^cncrmi^ly 
tiuriiii;  their  lui^inoss  ixlatioiis  nt  inorc  Uian  a  tlco-  ; 
ailc.     Caulo  raisini;-    in    its    early    stages,  lliougU  , 
aluav.-  a  -ure  and  roasnnalilv  protitalilo  business.  [ 
was  iu>t    cspeeially    luorative   nntil    shipiiing    was  : 
aikleil    tliereto.     fiio    younger    llrinies-,  William 
DratltorJ.  was  a  man  of  deenled  push  and  energy, 
who  with  youth  and  ambition  to  aid  him  made  of 
the  Cirimes  combination  a  valuable  business.  The 
son  is  still  living,  but  now  resiiles  in  kan.^as  :  hud- 
ing"  it  to  his  business  advantage  to  do  s<\  he  fol-  ■ 
lowed  his  cattle  tci  the  growing  \\  e>t,  removing" 
his  faniilv  to  Kansas  City,  where  for  man\'  years 
he  was  a  i")rominent  man  in  bu^iness  circle-,  ilis 
children  have  nearlv  all  located  in  the  West,  though  ' 
born  in  Texas. 

Capt.  Lirimes  married,  when  about  tliirtv-tive, 
[Miss  Charlotte  I>ratlfor(i,  of  Kockv  Hill,  and  to 
them  were  l)orn  two  chiUlren.  William  Bradford  and 
Frances  Charlotte  Bradford.  The  mother  of  these 
was  a  forceful  character,  just  the  kind  of  woman  ■ 
tor  the  wife  of  so  dauntless  a  seaman,  whose  sit- 
uation fcr  so  many  years  left  her  alone  with  the 
care  cf  the  family,  Ijcing  of  that  sturdv  tvpe  of 
New  England  womanhood  that  in  times  of  doubt  | 
and  fear  and  danger  was  equal  to  the  occasion, 
through  the  strength  and  fearlessness  of  her  char- 
aceter.  It  might  be  possible  to  add  to  the  interest 
of  these  pages  by  giving  incidents  in  her  pioneer 
life  in  Texas,  when  this  gentle  woman,  accustomed 
heretofore  only  to  the  quiet  pleasures  of  a  livel\- 
township,  or  tlie  more  brilliant  attractions  of  Xew 
York  and  other  cities,  found  herself  hobnolibing 
with  a  French  family  on  one  side  and  a  i)lain 
American — otherwise  squaw,  papoose  and  "big 
chief— on  the  other,  with  always  the  chance  of  no 
neighbors  at  all  within  twent_\-  miles  or  more. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  from  1837  to  1S42  Airs.  Grimes 
lived  in  Texas  with  only  her  infantile  daughter  as 
permanent  family,  and  a  lluctnating  neighborhood 
never  large,  and  had  the  courage  to  return  there  to 
take  up  her  permanent  home  in  1S47.  ^^i^'  C)f  ! 
domestic  ■  expediency.  Then  the  Indians  were  : 
gone,  her  children  were  both  with  her  and  well  : 
grown,  atid  the  presence  of  a  favorite  sister  as 
stanch  as  herself  made  a  difference  in  life  on  the 
frontier.  But  under  the  best  of  circumstances  life 
in  a  new  country  calL  for  courage  and  th.e  highest 
character.  These  belonged  to  r\Irs.  Grimes  in.  full 
measure. 

Going  back  to  the  village  record  in  the  ceme-  I 
tery  for  further  history,  we  find  that  William  Brad-  | 
ford  died  Sept.  21.  1824,  aged  sixty-four,  and  th.at  ; 
his  wife  Elizabeth  Sears  died  Oct.  13.  1S28.  aged 
seventy-one  years.    These  were  the  parents  of  Mrs. 
Charlotte  (Bradford)  Grimes,  their  other  children 
("record  from  the  tombstones)  being:    Betscv  mar- 
ried Ralph  Bulkley,  and  died  in  1876,  in  her  nine-  ; 
ty-fifth  }  ear  ;  William  married  Eliza  Price,  of  Xew  ; 
York,  and  died  in  1865;  Xancy  married  Dr.  Syl-  , 
vcster  Bulkley.  and  died  in  ]872.  aged  eighty-six  i 
years:  George  died  at  Fayettcville,  X.  C,  in  1846, 


aged  tifty-eight  yt.ars:  Horace  inarrie<l  Susan  , 

and  died  at  l-"ayettevil!e.  X.  C.  in  1824:  I'anuy 
died  in  rexa>  in  i8o_',  aged  sixtv-nine  vears :  and 
Sop.hia  married  I  harles  11.  Hill,  and  died,  in  Xew 
\  ork  in   1841.  aged  fortv  wars. 

\\  idiam  Braoford.  the  father  of  Mrs.  Capt. 
Grimes  and  the  children  just  nanted.  was  married 
prvibably  in  Glastonbury,  as  liis  first  child  was  lioni 
th.ere  in  1782.  when  the  father  was  twentv-two 
years  ci  age.  In  about  1783  he  came  to  Kock-\ 
J  iill.  and  built  the  In  u-e  now  occupied  bv  Mrs. 
l-'amiy  ( irimes  Camp  (  his  oid\-  surviving  grand- 
daughter), in  which  house  the  rest  of  his  chil- 
dren were  Ixirn.  It  stands  high  above  the  Con- 
necticut river,  overlooking  its  lovelv  vallev,  and 
tlnee  inmiense  poi)lar  trees,  planted  in  front  of  it 
by  Mr.  I]radfortl  in  the  same  year,  have  been  these 
almost  130  _\ears  a  landmark  pointed  otit  to  the 
tra\elers  by  l)oat  up  and  down  the  river.  The 
house  has  always  been  in  the  fann'ly.  and  occupied 
by  some  member  of  it.  Mr.  Bradford  said  when 
building  it  it  should  alwa\s  furnish  a  refuge  for 
his  daughters,  antl  singular!\-  enough  nearlv  all  of 
lliem  returned  to  it  as  witlows  and  died  where  thev 
were  born.  In  1871  Mrs.  Camp  purchased  tlie 
l>!ace  from  the  aunt  then  owning  it,  and  gave  it  to 
her  mother,  who  died  there  in  18S7.  in  the  same 
room  in  which  sb.e  was  born  ( as  was  also  her 
daughter),  and  in  her  ninetieth  vear.  !Mr.  Brad- 
ford engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  his  eldest  son,  whom  he  established  in 
ljusincss  in  Xew  \"ork  Cit\-.  he  was  an  importer 
of  fine  goods,  and  left  what  was  in  those  days  a 
ver\-  good  propertv  to  his  daughters :  having  es- 
tablished his  sons  in  business,  he  said  they  could 
take  care  of  themselves — results  proved  him  a  true 
prophet.  Mr.  Bradford  was  of  Puritan  stock,  be- 
ing a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  the 
iilustriiuis  William  Bradford,  who  came  over  from 
England  in  tlie  "Mavflower"  in  i(>20.  his  grand- 
daughter in  the  ninth  generation.  Mrs.  Camp  has- 
a  pair  of  shears  said  to  have  come  over  with  him. 
He  was  governor  of  the  Colony  of  Plymctith. 
Mass..  from  1621  to  1657,  excepting  five  years, 
v.diich  honor  he  declined  for  that  period.  The  gov- 
ernor was  liorn  about  1589.  at  Atisterfield.  Eng- 
land, and  died  in  Plymouth,  Xew  FIngland,  in 
1659.  His  second  wife,  whom  he  married  in 
1623.  was  !Mrs.  Alice  Southworth,  iicc  Carpenter. 
The  line  of  William  l'>radford"s  descent  was  through 
six  Williams,  he  being  tlie  seventh  of  the  name  in 
direct  line. 

(II)  William  Bradford  (2).  son  of  Gov.  Brad- 
ford. l)orn  in  1O24.  married  (first)  Alice  Richards, 
of  Weymouth.  He  was  a  jirominent  man  in  the 
C"cl':inv.  and  held  several  puijlic  trusts,  among  them 
that  of  deputv-governor  for  eight  or  ten  years. 

(III)  William  Bradford  (3),  son  of  \\'illiam 

(2)  .  br?rn  in  i'''t5.  marrietl  in  1679  Rel)ecca  Bart- 
lett. 

(I\')   William   Bradford   (4).  son  of  ^\'illiam 

(3)  ,  married  in  1713  Elizabeth  Finricy. 
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^^\')  W  illiaiii  Bradford  (^5),  smi  ot  William 
{^4  K  I'oni  in  the  year  17J'). 

William  J'.radtcrd   ((>),  son  of  William 

<  5  '  • 

Of  the  immcJiatu  lannK-  of  William 
(J):  Of  his  brothers  and  sisters  there  seems  to 
be  no  valid  record,  the  pre^ent  generation  havini;- 
t)nlv  a  vagne  iiearsav  that  relates  to  one  sister 
drowned  coming  from  J'>oston  in  a  small  sailing 
vessel,  and  one  brothei,  a  Doctor,  driven  almost 
deranged  by  the  loss  of  this  only  sister  anil  never 
married.  The  tragedy  seems  to  have  left  William 
Bradford  of  Rocky  Jlill  almost  without  interest 
111  his  inmiediate  ancestors,  or  the  fannly  without 
anv  record  back  of  their  own  time.  The  substan- 
tial old  homestead  seems  capable  of  fulfilling  its 
mission  as  family  home  for  as  many  generations 
as  it  has  already  housed.  It  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Capt.  Grimes'  daughter.  Though  born 
in  Xew  England,  she  was  reared  in  the  South,  and 
during  tlie  Civil  war.  though  then  on  a  visit  at  the 
Xorth,  she  had  still  a  warm  place  in  her  heart  for 
her  friends  at  the  South,  and  true  to  her  convic- 
tions, believing  the  South  to  be  in  the  right,  and 
strongly  in  sympathy  with  the  cause  she  had  made 
her  own,  gave  orders  to  place  in  the  tield  in  de- 
fense of  her  adopted  State  "Fanny  Grimes'  "  sub- 
stitute. Reared  amid  scenes  of  pioneer  life  in 
Texas,  and  a  woman  of  observation,  ]\Irs.  Camp 
(she  having  married  in  1S76  J.  William  Camp,  of 
Bristol,  Conn.)  is  full  of  reminiscence  and  incident, 
an  interesting  and  pleasant  conversationalist.  She 
has  inherited  of  the  characteristics  of  her  parents, 
is  of  a  generous  nature,  and  has  the  reputation  of 
doing  deeds  of  charitv  in  a  quiet,  modest  manner. 
She  has  no  children,  and  is  the  last  representative 
of  cither  Grimes  or  I'-radford  family  left  in  Rocky 
Hill,  thcugh.  as  before  mentioned,  William  Brad- 
ford Grimes  is  still  living,  at  Great  Bend,  Kans. 
In  1S55  he  married  INlaria  Louise  Robbins  ( the 
eldest  daughter  of  Philemon  Robbins,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.),  who  died  in  1876.  leaving  a  large  family 
of  children.  William  B.  Gn'mes  married  for  his 
second  wife  Mrs.  Irene  Poole,  of  Texas,  who  died 
in  1895. 

'  After  the  death  of  Capt.  Grimes,  in  1857.  liis 
widow  and  daughter  remainerl  at  their  Texas 
home  until  i8i''io,  when  thev  returned  to  Mrs.  Grimes' 
earlv  home  in  Connecticut,  and  being  quarantined 
by  the  war  eventuallv  became  possessors  of  the 
same. 

FRANK  ALEXANDER  THOMPSON,  who 
for  nearly  a  third  of  a  centurv  has  been  efficientlv 
and  successfully  connected  with  the  Phcenix  Mu- 
tual Life  Insurance  Co.,  and  for  years  as  the  com- 
pany's general  agent  for  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
is  well  ancl  fa\orablv  known  throughout  the  State, 
and  has  attained  a  deserved  prominence  in  insur- 
ance circles. 

Born  Feb.  12,  1848,  on  Market  street,  in  Hart- 
ford,  son   of   Alexander   and   Amanda  (Crane) 


'I  hompson,  oiu"  subject  is.  a  representative  of  sev- 
eral ot  the  old  famines  of  Connecticut,  among  them 
!  the  illustrious  and  historic  \\  ok\)tt  fanuly  of 
\\  indsor,  which  ga\e  to  the  Stale  three  governors. 
Henry  W'olcott,  the  pnigenitur  of  the  Windsor 
family,  came  to  New  I:.nglaiid  along  with  Re\-. 
\\  arham  and  companv  in  1030.  and  tliat  year  wa.> 
one  of  the  first  freemen  of  Boston.  He  removed 
to  Dorchester  m  iC)j5,  and  later  to  Windsor,  Conn. 
In  1637  he  was  chosen  a  deputy  to  the  General 
Court  of  Connecticut,  and  in  1O43  to  the  liouse  of 
I  Magistrates  (Senate),  and  continued  to  be  re- 
I  turned  to  that  body  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Ho 
i  died  ill  1O55.  From  this  ancestor  Mr.  Thompson, 
of  this  review,  through  his  grandmc>ther,  Betse_\ 
(\\"olcott)  Thompson,  is  in  the  ninth  generation,  his 
line  being  through  Simon,  Lieut.  Henry  (whose 
brother,  Hon.  Roger  Wolcott,  was  governor  of  the 
Colon}-  of  Connecticut  in  1750),  Henry  (2),  Capt. 
Simon  (who  commanded  a  company  in  1776  un- 
der Gen.  Prescott  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island 
under  Gen.  Washington),  Peter  (who  served  in  his 
father's  company),  Betsey  (Wolcott)  Thompson 
and  Alexander  Thompson. 

On  his  father's  side  our  subject  is  of  Scottish 
origin.  There  is  a  family  tradition  that  William 
and  Margaret  Thompson,  with  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters,  left  Scotland  for  America  in  17 16, 
but  for  some  reason  tarried  for  a  year  in  County 
Derry,  Ireland,  where  William,  the  father,  died, 
enjoining  his  familv,  in  his  dying  hours,"  to  carry 
out  their  original  plan  of  settling  in  America.  Prob- 
ablv  about  171S  the  widow  and  her  children  sailed 
for  New  England.  Pier  children  were:  William, 
Mariani.  Samuel,  James,  Robert,  Joseph.  John. 
Hugh  and  Ruth.  The  familv  settled  in  Windsor, 
and  the  mother  died  in  1752,  aged  eighty-six 
vears.  and  is  buried  at  Ellington.  From  this  source 
came  Benoni  Thomnson,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  He  was  born  in  April,  1789.  married 
Betsey  ^^'olcott,  who  was  born  Sept.  17,  1788. 
Benoni  died  in  1807,  and  his  wife  passed  awa}' 
Aug.  23.  1874. 

Alexander  Thomoson.  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  Jan.  31,  1808,  in  Old  Windsor,  now 
East  Windsor,  where  he  passed  his  earlv  life  in 
1  work  on  the  farm,  and  attending  school.  Later 
j  he  followed  school  teaching,  but  he  finally  removed 
!  to  Hartford,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
'  facture  of  brooms,  brushes,  etc..  on  Morgan  street. 

He  and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the 
j  old  First  Church,  Dr.  Bushneil's.  and  were  highl>' 
respected  bv  all  who  knew  them.    He  was  married 
in  East  A\'indsor  Mav  i.  1832.  to  ^liss  Amanda 
Crane,  a  daughter  of  Chaiinccy  Crane.     She  died 
I  ^[ay  12,  1889,  and  his  death  occurred  Feb.  10, 
I  1854.     Nine  children  were   born   to   them:  Dan 
I  (Jrvilla  Thompson,  born  March  30,  1833,  died  Sept. 
i  3,  iSC>i  :  Mary  Elizabeth  (  Thomjjson )  Case,  born 
March  20,  1835:  William  Earl  Thompson,  born 
Fei).  27,  1837,  is  a  publisher  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.; 
Julia  A.  Thompson,  born  Nov.  17,  1839,  died  Dec. 
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J5,  1S40;  Anna  C  ecilia  (^Thtunpson )  Mar>li,  born 
i'cc.  ly,  1^41;  jainos  Alcxaiulcr  riioinpsoii,  born 
l-'cb.  10,  J843,  died  LV-t.  14,  it^4o;  Susan  Adelaide 
^Tliennpson)  Marsh,  birn  Oct.  jo,  1845;  I'rank 
Alexander  Thompson,  born  I'eb.  i_\  iJ^4S;  and 
Lizzie  Aniaiula  ihonipson,  born  Jan.  IJ,  1S50, 
died  Feb.  8,  1S54.  Ul  these,  .Mary  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Ariel  J.  Case  t^Sinisbury  Case  stock),  who 
went  out  as  a  private  with  the  lOth  Conn.  \'.  1.  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  returned  as  a  lientenant.  Anna 
Cecilia  is  tiie  widow  of  Capt.  W'olcott  Pascol 
]^larsh,  and  resides  in  (.)niario,  Cal.  ;  Capt.  r^Iarsh 
went  out  as  a  private  under  Capt.  (^Uiter  Gen.) 
Hawley,  in  the  First  Conn.  \  ols.,  three-months 
men,  returned,  re-enlisted  in  the  Sth  Conn.  \'.  I., 
and  returned  as  captain  of  a  company  in  that  regi- 
ment. Susan  Adelaide  is  the  wife  of  Edward  \\'. 
Marsh,  of  Hartford. 

Frank  A.  Thompson,  our  subject,  during  his 
boyhood  and  youth  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Hartford,  and  also  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business 
College.  -Vfter  his  graduation  he  followed  book- 
keeping for  five  years,  and  then  accepted  a  clerk- 
ship under  the  general  agent  of  the  Phcenix  ^lutual 
Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Hartford.  Later  he  succeeded 
lo  the  Connecticut  general  agency,  and  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Phoenix  Co.  since  1S70,  his  labors  in 
their  behalf  being  justly  appreciated.  C^n  April  23, 
1S94,  he  moved  to  \\'est  Flartford,  having  purchased 
the  Gilman  farm,  but  in  June  of  that  vear  he  bought 
the  Cone  farm  from  J.  D.  Browne,  and  has  since  re- 
sided there.  It  is  a  well-improved  and  valuable  farm 
of  102  acres,  and  he  has  met  with  excellent  success 
in  its  management.  Previous  to  coming  to  A\  est 
Hartford  he  had  lived  in  Hartford,  and  from  Xorth 
Market  street,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  he  had 
moved  to  Asylum  avenue  in  1S72. 

Mr.  Thompson  first  married  Miss  Lydia  R. 
Warner,  a  native  of  Burlington.  \'t.,  and  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  Clark  "Warner.  She  died  in  March, 
1S86.  By  that  union  four  children  were  born,  all 
of  whom  died  in  infancy  except  Raymond  Clark 
Thompson,  now  living,  born  Feb.  24.  iS86^  For  his 
second  wife  ^Ir.  Thompson  married  INIiss  Anna  Lno- 
gene  Cate.  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Ste- 
phen Mead  Cate  and  Annie  Rogers  Cate,  the  latter 
being  a  daughter  of  Simeon  S.  Rogers,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Meriden  Britannia' Co.  One  child 
blesses  this  union:  Ruth  Crane  Thompson,  born 
Oct.  2,  1S91. 

^Ir.  Thompson  has  taken  quite  a  leading  part 
in  local  iwlitical  affairs,  and  represented  the  old  Sec- 
ond ward  in  the  city  council  of  Hartford  in  1891,  1S92 
and  1893.  l  ie  has  been  secretary  of  the  Connecticut 
Lite  _  I  ndcrwriters  Association  since  Feb.  2,  1892, 
and  is  widely  and  favorablv  known.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Custer  Council,  Xo.  85,  and  is  also  a  prom- 
ment  mcmljcr  of  the  Asylum  Avenue  Baptist  Church 
ot  which  lie  iias  been  society  clerk  since  1S79. 

Mrs.  Amanda  CCrane)  Thompson,  our  subject's 
mother,  was  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  genera-  , 
tion  from  (I)  Benjamin  Crane,  who  was  at  \\'ethers- 


field.  Conn.,  as  eaily  as  10^5^  whither  he  ha<l  likely 
come  from  a  parish  in  Aiassachusetts.  He  had 
assigned  to  him  by  the  town  two  and  one-halt  acre-> 
of  land.  He  married,  in  i(-)55,  Mary,  daughter  of 
William  and  Sarah  (^Charles;  Backus,  and  carrievi 
on  tanning  just  below  the  village.  I'rom  this  hr^t 
American  ancestor  of  the  family  Mrs.  Amanda 
Crane  )  Thompson's  line  is  ihrough  Lieut.  Jona- 
tluiii,  John,  Flezekiah.  David  and  Chauncey  Crane. 

(  ll )  Lieut.  Jonathan  Crane,  son  of  Benjamin  the 
settler,  born  in  1658,  married,  in  1678,  Deburah, 
daughter  of  J'rancis  Griswold.  Lieut.  Crane  was 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Windh.am,  Conn.,  and  a 
man  of  [)romineuce.  He  is  referred  to  as  of  Wind- 
ham, Norwich  and  Lebanon.  It  is  said  that  he  erected 
the  first  sawmill  in  the  town  of  Windham,  was  ap- 
pointed a  lieutenant  in  1703.  was  a  deputy  to  llie 
General  Court  fifteen  times  between  1701  and  1722. 
He  had  been  one  of  the  petitioners  for  the  formation 
of  that  town,  and  in  1091  was  chosen  the  hrst 
townsman. 

(Hlj  John  Crane,  son  of  Lieut.  Jonathan,  born 
in  1687,  married  (_hrst)  Sarah  Spencer,  at  Wind- 
ham. She  died  in  1715,  and  he  married  (second), 
in  1716,  Prudence  Belding,  and  lived  near  Fort  Hill. 
In  1735  he  was  called  "of  Coventry." 

(IV)  Hezekiah  Crane,  son  of  John,  born  in  1721, 
married,  in  1746,  Rachel  Rockwell.  He  was  called 
"of  Windsor,"  but  purchased  land  in  Bolton  in 
1750  and  moved  there  about  that  time.  He  died  in 
1S05,  aged  eighty-four  years,  and  she  in  1S09,  aged 
eighty-three  years. 

(\')  David  Crane,  son  of  Hezekiah,  born  Oct. 
I,  174S,  married  (first)  Theodocia  Pitkin,  and  (sec- 
ond) Jan.  7,  1779,  Jerusha  Smith,  of  Ellington, 
daughter  of  David,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  East 
Windsor.  ^Ir.  Crane  was  a  carpenter  and  builder 
as  well  as  a  farmer.  He  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  He  lived  to  be  about  ninety-two  years 
old,  dying  in  Scantic  Parish  in  1S41. 

(A'l)  Chauncey  Crane,  son  of  David,  born  in 
1783,  married  Oct.  18,  1809,  Phc-ebe  Gustin.  She 
died  Feb.  25,  1849,  and  he  on  Jan.  24,  1S64. 

(VII)  Amanda  (Crane)  Thompson,  daughter  of 
Chauncey,  born  ^lay  20,  1812. 

JA:\IES  NEWBERRY  GOODWIN  (de- 
ceased), for  manv  vears  a  member  of  the  firm  ot 
Kenevs.  Roberts  &  Goodwin,  wholesale  grocers, 
was  of  the  seventh  generation  in  direct  line  from 
Ozias  and  ?^Iarv  (Woodward)  Goodwdn,  of  Bram- 
tree.  England,  Who  in  1639  became  residents  of 
Hartford'?  Hi's  line  of  ancestry  is  traced  through 
iXl)  Jonathan,  {X )  James,  (IV)  Jonathan,  (III) 
Ozias, "(II)  Nathaniel  to  fl)  Ozias,  the  pioneer. 

Jonathan  Goochvin,  father  of  James  N..  was  born 
Dec.  23,  1799,  at  the  homestead  on  the  Albany  road, 
near  Hartford.  Conn.  Hon.  James  G.  Batterson 
savs  of  him:  'Tlis  education  was  of  the  common 
schools  and  the  select  and  private  school  of  John  J. 
White,  a  teacher  of  considerable  distinction  in  Hart- 
ford during  the  early  years  of  the  present  century. 
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Jn  carlv  luanliood  Mr.  CiuiHlwin  cini>Irivod  liis  wintors 
in  tcaohiui;,  but  liis  principal  occupation  throus^h 
lite  was  that  of  a  farmer.  ili>  farm  on  Allianx  avc- 
lUK-  came  to  him  from  hi<  father  in  18J7. 

'"When  quite  youn;:;  lie  became  interested  in  mil- 
itary attairs,  and  in  May,  1818,  enlisted  as  a  priva.o 
in  the  I'irst  Company,  (.lovernor's  Foot  (.iuard.  ile 
was  promoted  to  be  captain  in  1828,  and  to  major  in 
1830.  He  was  representative  to  the  Legislature  in 
183O,  assessor  in  1838,  and  from  1846  to  i86j;  on 
the  board  of  Relief.  1840.  43-44-45;  selectman  1842 
to  1852:  and  member  of  High  school  committee  in 
1849.  '^^'is  '^^'i"-'  "^^f  ^'1^'  incorporators  of  the 

Hartford  Hospital,  antl  director  of  the  Farmers  and 
^Mechanics  Bank.  In  politics  he  was  a  \\  iiig  aiid 
Republican;    in  religiL>n  a  Unitarian."' 

On  Jime  7,  1826,  at  East  \\'indsor.  Conn.,  Jona- 
Ihan  Goodwin  was  married  to  Clarinda  Xewberry, 
who  was  born  Jan.  i,  1800,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
£lizabeth  (EUswonh  )  Xewberry,  and  three  children 
Avere  born  to  them:  Eunice  Elizabeth,  born  April  6, 
1827,  married  James  G.  iiatterson  ;  James  Xewberry, 
the  subject  proper  of  these  lines ;  and  Jonathan  ( de- 
ceased), born  ^^arch  11.  1S40,  married  Mary  Rip- 
lev.  The  father  died  Oct.  8,  1877,  the  motl'icr  on 
:\Iay  5,  1866. 

James  X'.  Goodwin  was  born  at  Hartford.  Sept. 
-9.  1S33,  and  died  at  Xewport,  R.L.  ^March  30,1867. 
He  married,  Oct.  21,  1857,  Fannie  Rebecca  Batter- 
son,  daughter  of  Simeon  Sceley  and  Melissa  (Rob- 
erts) Batterson,  the  latter  of  whom  is  a  sister  of 
Hon.  James  G.  Batterson,  of  Hartford.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Goodwin  had  one  daughter,  Lucy  Jeannette, 
liorn  July  29,  185S,  died  Dec.  24,  1863.  Like 
many  others  of  the  family,  !Mr.  Goodwin  was  for 
several  years  connected  with  the  First  Company 
of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Republican. 

ROBERT  ORRIX  CLARK,  one  of  the  most 
substantial  and  highly-respected  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Berlin,  Hartford  county,  is  a  scion  of  patriotic 
stock.  , 

Mr.  Clark's  great-grandfathers  were  soldiers  in 
the  Revolution,  serving  throughout  the  war  for  in- 
dependence. Flis  grandfather,  Daniel  Clark,  was  a 
native  of  Higganum.  Conn.,  and  from  that  place 
removed  to  Philadeli^hia.  of  which  city  he  remained 
a  resident  until  his  death,  which  occurred  two  years 
later ;  he  was  buried  there.  Fie  was  a  tinner  by 
trade.  During  the  war  of  18 12  he  was  made  a 
prisoner  by  a  British  man-of-war,  while  aboard  a 
merchant  vessel.  The  captors  made  use  of  the  most 
Ijrutal  measures  in  their  treatment  of  the  prisoners. 
Daniel  Clark  was  chained  by  the  leg  to  another  vic- 
tim of  English  cruelty,  the  irons  cutting  so  deep 
into  the  flesli  and  muscle  that  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  amputate  the  left  limb  directly  below  the 
knee.  He  married  Ruth  Strickland,  of  Glastonbury, 
daughter  of  Asa  Simeon  Shrickland,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  To  this  union 
"vvere  born  six  children,  of  whom  Orrin  Cole,  born 


I  Sept.  21,  1823,  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  of 

1  .\leriden,  was  the  father  of  Robert  Orrin. 

Orrin  C.  Clark  was  but  six  years  old  when  his 
father  removed  to  rhiladel[ihia.  and  was  but  eight 
when  the  latter  died.  The  mother  died  in  Berlin, 
where  bhe  was  buried.     After  the  father's  death 

j  Mrs.  Daniel  Clark  returned  with  her  children  to 

i  I'onnecticut,  making  her  home  at  Cromwell.  Her 
struggles  were  more  than  ordinarly  severe.  Xe- 
cessity  forced  her  to  bind  out  her  son,  Orrin  C,  but 
she  soon  withdrew  him  from  his  emplover's  charge 
because  of  ill  treatment.  Being  obliged  to  find  other 
employment  the  boy  worked  for  live  years  as  a 
farm  hand  for  Burge  .Marion,  of  Rocky  Hill.  On 
leaving  the  farm  he  went  to  Berlin,  where  for 
some  eighteen  months  he  worked  at  turning  out 
German-silver  spoons  lor  Col.  William  Bulkeley,  at 
the  latter's  shops.  The  next  five  years  he  passed 
upon  the  farm  of  Russell  Clark,  of  Berlin,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  period  found  employment  in  the 
screw  shop  of  Crocker  &  Ives,  at  ]\Ieriden.  Within 
a  little  less  than  a  year  he  returned  to  Berlin,  to 
enter  the  employ  of  the  Roys  (.S:  Wilcox  Co.  liis 
connection  with  that  concern  extended  over  a  period 
of  forty  years,  during  a  considerable  portion  of 
which  time  he  was  a  contractor,  his  special  line  oi 
work  being  brass-polishing.  In  1894,  after  a  life- 
time spent  in  hard,  honest  work,  he  retired  to  enjoy 
a  well-earned,  richly-merited  rest.  While  yet  verv 
young  he  severely  overtaxed  his  muscular  s\'steni 
through  lifting  a  sack  of  corn,  the  weight  of  wliich 

I  was  beyond  his  strength.  The  result  was  an  affec- 
tion of  the  nervous  system  from  which  he  never  re- 
covered.   Before  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party 

;  he  was  a  stanch  \\'hig,  and  later  a  supporter  of 

t  Lincoln. 

I       On  Jan.  iS.  1S49,  ^Ii"-  Clark  was  married  to 
Amelia  Belden,  of  Cromwell.    For  nearly  fiftv  years 
she  sustained  to  nim  the  relations  of  a  loving,  faith- 
ful helpmeet.    She  entered  into  rest  Sept.  15.  1898, 
and  sleeps  in  the  Wilcox  cemetery,  in  East  Berlin, 
i  She   was   the  mother   of   four   children :  Helen 
j  Amelia,  Georgiana  Laura,  Robert  Orrin  and  Flor- 
ence Mav.    The  eldest  daughter  is  the  widow  of 
I  George  W.  Cook,  at  one  time  an  employe  of  the 
I  Peck,  Stow  &-  Wilcox  Co.    IMrs.  Cook  now  makes 
]  her  home  with  her  father.    The  second  daughter, 
i  Georgiana  Laura,  is  also  a  widow,  and  lives  at  home. 
Her  husband,  Herbert  Andrews,  was  an  engineer 
for  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.    Robert  Orrin, 
the  third  child  and  only  son  is  the  subject  of  the 
present  memoir.    The  voungest  daughter,  Florence 
1  May,  lives  at  home.    The  two  elder  daughter,  fol- 
I  lowing  the  path  trodden  by  both  parents,  are  mem- 
i  l)ers  of  the  Congregational  Church,  while  the  voung- 
I  est,   following  her  own  earnest  convictions,  has 
I  united  with  the  IMetliodist  Church.   Zaccheus  Stowe. 
;  maternal  grandfather  of   Mrs.   Amelia  (Belden) 
I  Clark,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution. 
I       Robert  Orrin  Clark  was  Ixirn  in  East  Berlin 
!  Oct.  20.  1860.     His  school  days  ended  when  he 
'  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  entered 
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I'.K-  s!k>1>s  oi  tlic  l\vk.  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co..  mulor 
tiio  immcliatc  instruction  and  suivrvision  of  his  ta- 
tlKT.  He  rcniaincil  in  ciMnuction  with  tliat  concern 
1. T  about  ten  years,  (hiring  a  p.irt  of  that  time 
actinia  as  a  contractcir.  Since  (|nitiing-  th;it  I'lrni 
he  has  iieeii  entra^eil  in  l)u>ines->  as  a  hnilcHni;  con- 
tractor, in  whi:h  line  ct  trade  his  success  has  been 
\\  e!!-nii,di  niarveli  >ns.  He  was  the  pioneer  in  his 
lini'  in  that  locality,  anil  through  hard  work,  close 
;;tlention  to  business  and  unswerving;-  integrity  he 
nut  vn]y  accumulated  a  handsome  competence. 
l.;r.  has  also  earned  the  sincere  respect  and  unques- 
ii-ning  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens.  So  thor- 
<nighlv  is  his  work  done,  and  so  conscientious  is  he 
i;-.  the  fulfillment  of  his  undertakings,  that  tliere 
have  been  less  than  a  half-d<:)zen  buildings  erected 
in  Kast  I'erliii  since  he  engaged  in  business  of 
v.hich  he  has  not  made  the  excavations  and  laid 
tla-  foundati'Ws.  besides  setting  the  fundamental 
].r:ck  work.  He  has  also  been  contractor  for  the 
erection  and  c<Miipletion  of  a  large  mnnber  of 
private  residences,  and  not  a  few  public  l^uildings. 
.\m(ing  the  finest  private  dwellings  which  he  lias 
I'uilt  may  be  mentioned  his  own  home,  which  in 
jfinl  of  ])erfectioii  of  finish  and  completeness  of 
modern  improvement  is  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the 
t«nvn.  He  erected  the  Catholic  church,  and  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  Episcopal  house  of  worship,  and 
has  put  up  many  buildings  in  Berlin,  Cromwell  and 
<iiher  towns,  among  them  being  Mechanics'  Hall, 
on  ISerlin  street.  He  is  a  large  propertv  owner  in 
Kast  Berlin,  among  his  holdings  being  Clark's  Hall, 
built  by  himself,  and  the  only  public  hall  in  the 
town.  He  emplovs  about  fortv  men,  and  uses  about 
thirty  horses.  With  the  exception  of  the  Iron 
] '.ridge  and  the  Peck,  Stow  \\'ilcox  Cos.  he  is 
the  largest  employer  of  labor  in  East  Berlin.  In 
addition  to  his  business  as  a  builder  and  contractor 
he  is  interested  in  sundry  ventures  of  comparativelv 
minor  importance.  Some  eighteen  years  ago  he 
opened  a  livery  stable,  with  but  one  horse  for  hire: 
he  still  conducts  the  stable,  but  on  a  very  difterent 
scale,  and  in  connection  therewith  manages  an 
agency  for  several  makes  of  wagons,  sleighs,  etc. 
He  also  owns  and  operates  a  portable  stone  crusher, 
and  has  for  the  past  five  vears  sawed  about  1,000.000 
fiet  of  lumber  annually  in  a  portable  stearn  saw- 
n^dl,  l)esides  shipping  considerable  quantities  of 
^yllIte  oak  and  hickorv  to  various  points  in  the 
Staie. 

In  his  |->olitical  sympathies  ^^Ir.  Clark  is  an  out- 
si>  .ken  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  I'equot 
^  ouncil.  Xo.  24.  of  the  Senior  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of 
I'vrhn.  and  a  charter  member  of  Mattabessett 
I..,dge,  Xo.  2s.  K.  P..  of  East  Berlin.  He  also 
•  'vl.-nrr,  to  R.  O.  Clark  Co.  Lodge,  of  the  Uniformed 
Kank.  K.  P..  which  he  was  instrumental  in  organiz- 
n:g. 

_  On  Oct.  22.  i8Sj.  :,rr.  Clark  was  married  to 
>'!vs  Etta  Erances  Belden.  of  Rockv  Hill.  Mrs. 
t  lark  was  born  Aug.  t.  1860.  daughter  of  Perrv 
■and  Maria  (Taylor)   Belden.    One  son  and  one 


daughter  have  been  born  of  the  u.iion:  HarciKl 
Robert.  Aug.  31.  i88->,  and  Ruth.  Aug.  14,  1894. 
'1  he  son  is  attending  school  at  Xew  Britain.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  attendants  of  the  MetlKxlist 
Church. 

The  foregoing  sketch  01  the  life  and  lni>iness 
career  of  Mr.  Clark  demonstrJites  his  tireless  energy 
■and  his  remarkable  business  capacity.  Suirting  in 
life  without  the  adventitious  aid  of  inherited  wealth, 
he  has  climbed  the  ladiler  oi  sticcess  rouml  by 
round,  through  his  own  pertinacity,  p'.uck  and 
courage.  His  disposition  is  genial  and  generous, 
and  his  friends  are  many,  while  his  life  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen  is  beyond  reproach. 

GEORGE  WEXTLIX  XEUBAUER.  an  ex- 
tensive manufacturer  and  business  man  of  Bris- 
tol, was  born  in  Bavaria.  Germany.  Dec.  17,  1848, 
a  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (  Kauftman  )  Xeu- 
bauer. 

George  X'eubauer,  who  was  born  Feb.  11,  1811, 
was  reared  a  cabinetmaker,  and  followed  his  trade 
until  1842,  when  his  brother  died  of  ch.olera,  through 
wliich  event  he  fell  heir  to  a  large  farm,  on  which 
the  brother  had  conducted  a  thriving  tavern.  On 
taking  possession  of  the  estate,  he  also  assumed 
charge  of  the  tavern,  which  he  contintied  to  con- 
duct with  profit.  On  Feb.  7,  1834,  he  had  married 
}iliss  Elizabeth  Kauffman,  who  was  born  Feb.  10, 
1816.  and  v;ith  her  passed  a  happy  married  life 
until  his  death,  Dec.  30,  1874.  She  survived  until 
September,  1892.  and  the  remains  of  both  are  now 
resting  quictlv  side  bv  side  in  their  native  Bavaria 
— a  land  thev  had  never  forsaken. 

John  Xeubauer,  father  of  George,  and  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  carried  on  a  tavern  and  cul- 
tivated this  same  farm,  which  for  generations  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  family.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth \\"arner.  and  died  in  1831,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six  years.  His  death  \vas  due  to  an  accident,  he 
having  fallen  from  his  house  steps. 

George  X'eubauer  at  the  early  age  of  thir- 
teen years  sailed  from  Hamburg  for  America,  hav- 
ing an  uncle  in  Xew  Haven.  Conn.,  with  whom 
lie  knew  he  would  find  a  warm  welcome,  and  being 
desirous  of  testing  life  on  republican  soil.  After 
his  arrival  here  his  father  was  anxious  for  his  re- 
turn, hu'  the  surroundings  at  home  were  not  quite 
as  satisfactorv  as  here,  and  he  decided  to  remain. 
For  the  first  ten  months  after  his  arrival  here 
young  Xeubauer  worked  for  a  John  Brooks,  and 
then  apprenticed  himself  to  wood-carving  at  a 
compensation  of  S3  per  week  the  first  year :  S4  for 
the  second  :  S5  for  the  third,  and  became  an  expert. 
He  then  followed  his  trade  in  Xew  Haven  as  a 
journeyman  for  about  seven  vears. 

In  May.  1867.  ]Mr.  Xeubauer  came  to  Bristol 
as  head  wood  carver  for  J.  H.  Sessions,  but  three 
years  later  went  into  the  same  business  on  his  own 
account  on  Main  street.  Having  secured  siiecial 
work  in  clock  case  carving,  he  a  vear  later  moved 
to  more  commodious  quarters  and  added  bureau 


192 


rr.awcr  liamllos  to  his  industry,  cnipli'viiiL;-  twonty- 
.sc-vc.'i  iiK'H.     L  iilil  w  Ik'U  iu;u'iiincr\   took  the 

]>Iac<.-  of  haiul  work,  lie  did  all  the  ck>ck  carving' 
lor  tlie  Jni^raliani  Co.  and  tlio  h-.  X.  W  elch  Manu- 
lacturini,'  Co..  and  invcntcil  several  niaclimes  iiini- 
^el^  for  n;akin_y:  handles. 

Ane^ither  enterprise  •  had  in  the  meantime  keen 
inidcrtaken  hy  .Mr.  Wuhauer.  in  1S87  he  added  a 
leather  waslier  taotorv  to  his  establishment,  in 
which  he  cut  up  leather  costing  Si 00  per  day  tor 
over  three  vears,  hut  tliis  branch  of  his  business 
ho  sokl  tt.>  the  Searle>  .Manufacturing  Co.,  of  New- 
ark, X.  I.  In  iSv)0  -Mr.  Xeubauer  became  a  stock- 
holder in.  and  in  iSvjJ  >ecrerar_\ ,  treasurer  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Turner  Heater  Co.,  which 
complicated  and  responsible  position  he  still  retains. 
The  •  specialtv  of  this  company  is  the  manufacture 
of  fine  furnaces  of  all  kinds,  in  which  specialty  it 
secured  the  first  prize  over  all  competitors  at  the  re- 
cent mechanics  fair  at  Boston.  The  capital  stock 
of  this  companv  is  850,000,  and  the  quality  of  its 
product  has  never  I>een  excelled.  Mr.  Xcubauer  is 
also  a  director  in  the  Bristol  Press  Co.,  publishers 
of  the  newsy  and  very  influential  journal  bearing 
tliat  name. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  X'eubauer  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can, and  has  served  as  burg-ess  of  Bristol  for  three 
years,  has  been  chairman  of  the  street  committee, 
and  also  of  the  police  committee.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

On  Dec.  23.  1S71,  'Sir.  X'eubauer  was  most 
happily  joined  in  marriage  with  ^^liss  Carrie  Emi- 
lie  Sessions,  a  daughter  of  John  H.  Sessons,  of 
Bristol,  and  this  union  was  graced  Feb.  5,  1876, 
with  a  son.  \\'il]iam  Ludwig-,  who  was  married 
Dec.  8,  1897.  to  Aliss  Bessie  O.  Rouse. 

JOX'.VS  COOLIDGE  HILLS,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  has  alwavs  resided  at  Hartford,  where 
he  was  born  Oct.  18.  1S51.  His  father,  Ellery  Hills, 
was  a  native  of  that  part  of  East  Hartford  called 
Hillstown,  and  was  a  direct  descendant  from  Will- 
iam Hills,  who  was  shot  by  the  Xarragansett  In- 
dians, and  also  from  \\'illiam  Hills,  who  in  1653 
was  appointed  to  train  the  n-ien  "on  the  east  side," 
that  fact  being  the  first  indication  of  a  permanent 
settlement  on  tlie  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  river 
at  Hartford.  Other  original  proprietors,  twelve  of 
whose  names  are  upon  the  monument  in  the  old 
historic  burial  ground  in  this  city,  are  among  his 
ancestors.  Ellery  Hills  was  favorably  known  for 
more  than  fifty  years  aniong  the  merchants  of  his 
day,  and  left  a  reputation  for  strict  honesty  and 
integrity. 

From  his  mother,  who  was  X'ancy  Coolidge.  a 
daughter  of  J()nas  Coolidge  and  Lois  (Harris) 
Coolidge.  of  Springfield.  };Iass.,  Mr.  Hills  is  also 
of  Colonial  ancestry,  claiming  descent  from  Will- 
iam Pyiichon,  the  founder  of  Roxburv  and  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  (}ov.  (icorge  Wyllys  of  Connecticut, 
and  others. 

The  early  education  which  our  stibject  received 
was  in  the  common  schools,  but  being  of  a  feeble 


constitution  he  was  imable  to  endure  the  di^sciplinc 
antl  routine  of  school  life,  ami  was  placed  luider 
l'ri\ate  in-truciors.  L'onieuding  with  ill  iiealth,  he 
ha.s  never  actively  engaged  ni  busines~,  winch  ga\'e 
!::m  abundant  lei-ure  for  reading,  thougln  antl  in- 
vestigation, keeping  pace  with  the  advanced  de- 
velopment of  his  special  studies.  His  clleciion  of 
coins  and  medals  gathered  during  manv  vears  of 
rescarcii,  both  in  this  and  in  foreign  lands,  is  es- 
pecially rich  in  militar_\-  and.  war  decorations,  and 
classed  among  the  finest  in  this  countrv. 

^Ir.  Hills  married  in  1896  Miss  Elsie  ]M. 
Sessions,  of  Hampden,  formerly  South  W'ilbraham,. 
-Mass.,  a  danghi^r  of  Hon.  William  R.  Sessions  and 
Elsie  Walker  (^Cunningham)  Sessic'us.  Mr. 
Sessions  is  a  pr(:>minent  man  in  that  vicinity;  he 
enlisted  in  the  Civil  war.  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  and  Senate,  and  for  twelve  years 
was  secretary  of  the  .Massachusetts  State  Board  of 
.\griculture. 

In  religion  'Mr.  Hills  is  a  Congregationalist,  in 
ix>litics  a  Republican.  He  has  attained  a  h.igh  posi- 
tion in  the  Masonic  Fraternitv.  all  the  degrees,  in- 
cluding the  thirty-second,  having  been  conferred 
upon  him.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Washington  Com- 
mandery.  Xo.  i.  Knights  Templar.  He  was  for 
a  time  in  the  Connecticut  X'ational  Guard.  Com- 
pany K,  1st  Regiment.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  .\merican  Revolution,  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Historical  Society,  and  of  the  American  Nu- 
mismatic and  .\rchaeological  Society  of  X"ew  York. 
Both  in  public  and  private  life  he  has  evinced  those 
virtues  that  have  earned  .for  him  the  esteem  of  the 
;  community  in  which  he  dwells. 

HOX.  JOHX  GILBERT  ROOT,  president  of 
'  the  Farmers  &  }vlechanics  X'ational  Bank.  Hartford, 
is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  direct  descent  from 
John   Root,   the   Puritan,   through   The^mas,  En- 
,  sign  Joseph,  Deacon  Joseph,  .Silas  and  Col.  Silas 
i  Root. 

(I)  John  Root,  the  Puritan  ancestor,  emigrated 
from  Badby,  X'orthamptonshire,  England,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Farmington,  Conn.,  in 
1O40.    He  married  ]\Iary  Kilbourn. 

(II)  Thomas,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  1G48, 
in  Farmington,  Conn.,  and  in  1675  married  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Mary  Spencer.  He  removed  to  West- 
field,  Alassachusetts. 

(HI J  Ensign  Joseph  Root,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
in  1688,  rnarried  Sarah   .  Fie  lived  in  West- 
field,  2\lassachusetts. 

( IV)  Deacon  Joseph  Root,  son  of  Ensign  Jo- 
seph, was  born  in  171 5.  at  Westfield,  and  was  inar- 
ried  in  1743  to  Ann  Bancroft.  He  made  his  hoine 
in  Westfield,  Massachusetts. 

(\^)  Silas  Root,  son  of  Deacon  Joseph,  was  born 
in  1759,  at  Westfield,  and  was  married  1  fir^t )  in 
1791  to  Amelia,  daughter  of  Joseph  Root,  of 
X'ortliampton,  Mass.    He  lived  in  Westfield. 

(\T)  Col.  Silas  Root,  son  of  Silas  and  Amelia 
('Root)  Root,  and  the  father  of  Hon.  John  Gilbert 
Root,  of  Hartford,  was  born  ^vlarch  2?,  J 795,  iu 
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\\\>tticld,  Mass..  where  lio  made  bis  pcrinancnt 
lionio.  Ho  was  married  first)  imi  Jan.  24,  i8jj. 
to  I.ucy  Fowler,  daughter  of  Justus  and  Abigail 
(dilbert  )  I'\)wler.  She  was  liorn  Jan.  J3.  iSo,^  and. 
tlied  at  W'esttield  Mareh  11,  185;,.  Col.  Root  was 
married  ^seeond  t  on  Jan.  4,  1855,  to  .Mrs.  Merilla 
Jj.  ChaiMiuin.  i  he  children  born  of  the  first  mar- 
riage were:  Luev  A.,  who  marrieil  Patrick  \{. 
Jioies,  and  died  in  1858;  Lewis  1'".;  and  John  G. 

lion.  John  Gilbert  J\oot  was  born  Ajtril  JO,  1835. 
at  Wcstfielcl,  Mass..  and  after  receiving  an  academic 
tducatiem  began  Irs  business  career  in  a  bank  at 
Westfield,  in  1851.  He  went  to  Hartford,  Conn., 
in  1855,  to  take  a  ptisilion  in  the  Hank  of  Hartford 
Count}",  which  later  became  the  American  Xatior.al 
Dank,  andi  he  remained  with  the  institution  until 
1883,  with  the  excejition  of  a  year  and  a  half  wiien 
lie  was  treasurer  of  the  Hartford  Trust  Company. 
'  He  was  chosen  cashier  of  the  bank  in  1871.  a  [msi- 
tion  he  retained  until  elected  president  of  the  Farm- 
ers &  Mechanics  Xatibnal  liank,  Dec.  19,  1883, 
■which  relation  he  has  since  sustained. 

During  the  Civil  war  ]\Ir.  Root  entered  the 
United  States  service  as  captain  of  Company  B, 
22nd  Conn.  V.  L,  being  mustered  into  the  service 
Sept.  20,  1S62.  His  command  formed  a  part  of  the 
Amiy  of  the  Potomac.  Fie  shared  the  fortunes  of 
the  regiment,  and  bore  an  honorable  part  throughout 
the  term  of  his  service,  being  mustered  out  July 
7,  1863.  Since  his  return  to  civil  life  Capt.  Root 
has  been  one  of  the  leading  members  of  Robert  O. 
Tyler  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Hartford.  For  years  he 
has  been  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  post  fund,  and 
still  serves  in  that  capacity.  He  also  held  for  years 
an  honorable  place  in  the  Hartford  City  Guard,  and 
has  been  an  influential  member  of  the  Veteran  Asso- 
ciation. He  is  connected  with  the  highest  order 
of  jNIasonry  in  the  State,  having  held  the  position 
of  grand  treasurer  of  the  grand  lodge  for  years. 
In  the  'eighties  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  deliver  the  oration 
in  Cedar  Flill  cemetery,  when  the  handsome  moni:- 
ment  in  honor  of  Thomas  FI.  Seymovir,  the  most 
chivalric  of  Knights  Templar,  was  dedicated,  and  it 
is  not  necessary  to  say  that  tlie  address  was  in  keep- 
ing with  the  occasion,  and  reflected  permanent  credit 
on  the  one  who  delivered  it.  In  188S  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Hartford,  and  served  the  city  as  an  able  and 
conscientious  chief  magistrate,  his  administration 
having  been  one  of  marked  success ;  the  review  of 
his  career  as  mayor  increased  the  great  public  re- 
spect that  had  previously  been  felt  for  him.  I\Ir. 
Root  took  a  very  active  interest  in  the  ist  Company 
of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Connecticut  river  and  highway  district  commis- 
sion, a  commission  of  con^^iderable  importance, 
which  lias  the  recommending  of  a  new  bridge  over 
the  Connecticut  river,  and  tb.e  approaches  and  liigh- 
Avays  leading  thereto.  He  has  also  held  a  number  of 
other  important  positions  in  connection  with  the 
city,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  his  four-years' 
service  on  the  committee  of  the  high  school,  and 
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I  at  present  he  is  vice-president  and  trustee  of  the 
i  Mechanics  Savings   Ikink.  trustee  in  the  Secuiiiy 
!  Company  of  Hartford,  and  is  president,  treasurer 
!  and  a  direcior  of  the  Spring  lirove  Cemetery  Asso- 
:  ciation.    These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  important 
I  positions  held  bv  Mr.  Roi't.  which  go  to  show  his 
I  appreciation  bv  the  CLunmunity,  and  the  active  inter- 
I  est  which  lie  has  taken  in  the  at'fairs  of  the  city. 
I        In  all  of  the  positions  dI  civic  and  military  life 
j  Mayor  Root  has  been  the  ideal  representative  of 
I  good  feeling  and  manliness.    His  social  qualities 
\  have  made  him  an  admirable  companion,  there  being 
j  no  more  delightful  comrade  in  the  great  Alasonic 
Fraternity  in  Connecticut  than  he.    Flis  upright- 
ness of  character,  genial  and  wholesome  manners, 
and  frankness  of  intercourse  with  men,  have  at- 
.  tracted  hosts  of  men  to  his  friendship. 

GEORGE  CYPRIAN  JARVIS,  ^I.  D.,  of  Hart- 
ford. The  Jarvis  family  of  England  were  origin- 
ally from  Normandy.  Their  seat  in  England  is  at 
Bretagne,  and  the  first  of  the  name  found  was 
Jean  Gervais,  who  lived  about  1400.  Both  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe  the  name  of  Jarvis  has  been 
enrolled  in  almost  all  the  learned  professions  and 
pursuits  in  life.  It  has  given  dignity  to  the  Bench; 
it  has  graced  the  professions  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery ;  it  has  adorned  the  pulpit  and  stage ;  it  has 
entwined  its  garlands  of  poetry  with  music  and 
painting,  and  it  has  thundered  its  deeds  of  daring 
over  the  ocean  wave  and  among  the  distant  islands 
of  the  sea.  Such  names  as  Bishop  Jarvis,  Rev. 
Samuel  F.  Jarvis,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Drs.  Charles, 
Leonard,  George  O.  and  George  C.  Jarvis,  have 
graced  the  ministry  and  the  medical  profession. 

Dr.  George  C.  Jarvis,  subject  of  this  review,  is 
in  the  sixth  generation  from  William  Jarvis,  a 
farmer  of  Huntington,  L.  I.,  whose  death  occurred 
about  1740.  Ilis  wife's  name  was  Esther.  From 
this  William  Jarvis  our  subject's  line  of  descent  is 
through  Capt.  Samuel,  John,  John  (2)  and  Dr. 
George  O.  Jarvis. 

(II)  Capt.  Samuel  Jarvis,  son  of  William,  born 
in  1698,  married  Naomi  Brush,  and  resided  in  Nor- 
walk,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1779. 

(III)  John  Jarvis,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel,  born  in 
1725,  married,  in  1751,  Catherine  Raymond,  and 
lived  in  Xorwalk.    He  passed  away  in  1778. 

(IV)  John  Jarvis  (2),  son  of  John,  born  in 
1753,  married  (second)  in  1779,  Elizabeth  Bouite. 
He  lived  in  Xorwalk,  and  died  there  in  1824. 

(V)  Dr.  George  Oglevie  Jarvis,  son  of  John 
(2),  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  July 
14,  1795,  in  X"ew  Canaan,  Conn.  He  became  a 
thorough  English  scholar,  and  was  an  educator  in 
youth  and  early  manhood.  He  studied  medicine 
with  Dr.  T.  S.  Wetmore.-of  Winchester,  Conn.,  and 
was  licensed  to  practice  in  1817,  settling  first  in 
Torringlon,  Conn.  After  two  years'  practice  there 
he  removed  to  Colebrook,  remaining  until  1840,  and 

'  thence  to  Portland,  where  he  resided  and  was  sue- 
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cossfully  engaged  in  his  prolcssional  duties  tlirough- 
uiu  ihc  roniaindor  of  a  long  liiclinic.  In  1840  lie 
received  tiie  degree  of  M.  D.  from  Yale  College, 
lie  possessed  inven'.i\e  genius,  and  tlevised  an  atl- 
juster,  an  instrument  for  the  more  ready  and  easy 
manner  oi  reducing  and  replacing  fractures  and  dis- 
locations, which  proved  a  success  and  ga\  e  him  an 
enviahle  notoriety.  In  1845  J-^'-  J>i'"vis  visited  En- 
rope,  where  his  genius  and  ability  were  recognized. 
I>y  S})ccial  invitation  he  delivered  in  London  a  course 
of  lectures  on  "l-'ractures  and  Dislocations."  As 
a  mark  of  respect  for  the  man,  and  as  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  genius,  learning  and  skill,  the  Society 
for  the  Promotion  of  Arts  and  Commerce  presented 
him  with  a  gold  medal,  which  he  received  from  the 
hands  of  Prince  Albert.  Dr.  Jarvis  was  the  soul 
of  honor  and  hospitality.  In  1S19  he  married 
Philomela  ^Marshall,  who  died  in  Portland,  Conn., 
in  1875,  the  same  year  in  which  he  died. 

Dr.  George  Cyprian  jarvis,  son  of  Dr.  George 
O.  Jarvis,  was  born  April  24,  1834,  in  the  town  of 
Colebrook,  Conn.,  and  studied  at  the  district  school 
until  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  then  spent  one  year 
at  the  ^Military  Academy  at  Norwich,  \'t.,  and  one 
year  with  Rev.  S.  M.  Emery,  of  Portland,  Conn. 
In  1851  he  entered  Trinity  College,  and  remained 
through  the  Junior  year,  leaving  in  1853  ;  he  after- 
wards received  the  degree  of  ^l.  D.  from  Trinity. 
Following  this  he  was  clerk  in  a  drug  store  at 
Middletown,  Conn.,  for  some  three  years.  He  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  with  his  father,  whose 
extensive  surgical  practice  gave  unusual  facilities 
for  illustrations  in  this  branch  of  the  profession, 
and  also  studied  about  two  years  with  the  dis- 
tinguished gynecologist.  Dr.  J.  ^vlarion  Sims.  He 
attended  lectures  at  the  medical  department  of  the 
New  York  University,  from  which  he  received  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  ^Nlarch,  1861.  Pie  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Stamford,  but 
remained  only  a  few  months,  entering  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war  as  assistant  surgeon  of 
the  1st  Battalion,  Connecticut  Cavalry,  receiving 
his  commission  in  December,  1861.  In  October, 
1862,  he  received  promotion  to  surgeon  of  the  /th 
Conn.  V.  I.  After  the  first  battle  Dr.  Jarvis  was 
made  operating  surgeon  for  the  brigade,  and  con- 
tinued as  such  in  each  division  with  which  he  was 
connected  during  his  field  service.  At  Fort  Fisher 
he  was  on  Gen.  Terry's  staff,  in  the  same  capacity. 
He  had  charge  of  the  post  hospitals  at  Fernandina, 
Fla.,  from  February  to  April,  1863,  after  which  he 
went  to  Morris  Island.  He  superintended  the  re- 
ception and  feeding  of  the  returned  Union  prisoners 
under  Gen.  Hawley  at  Northeast,  near  ^^'ilming- 
ton,  N.  C. ;  and  was  afterward  in  charge  of  the 
general  hospital  at  Wilniington,  w^here  over  8,000 
were  congregated  from  Andersonville  and  other 
prison  pens  of  the  South.  A  fearful  epidemic  of 
typhus  and  typhoid  fever  followed,  with  over  one 
hundred  cases  of  gangrene  of  different  parts  of  the 
body,  all  resulting  from  the  want  and  exposure  to 


which  the  prisoners  had  been  sui)jccted.  Out  of 
ihirieen  surgeons,  eleven  were  .^ick,  and  seven  died, 
while  the  mortalil\-  in  the  hosjjitals  was  necessarily 
great.  An  epitome  of  Surgeon  Jarvis'  field  service 
is  as  follows:  He  served  throughout  Fremont's 
campaign  in  West  X'irginia,  iluring  which  occurred 
the  following  engagements— McDowell,  Franklin, 
Strasburg,  Harrisonburg,  Cross  Keys,  Port  Re- 
public iiridge,  through  the  fifteen  days'  retreat 
under  Pope  from  the  Rapidan,  ending  with  the 
second  batt'e  of  Pull  Run;  in  the  Department  of  the 
South,  at  Morris  Island,  Fort  Wagner,  and  Olustee ; 
in  \'irginia  with  the  Army  of  the  James,  in  the  siege 
around  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  during  which  the 
following  engagements  occurred — Chester  Station, 
Bermuda  liundred.  Deep  Bottom,  Deep  Run,  Chap- 
in's  Farm,  New  Richmond,  New  ^Market  Road, 
Darby  Town  Road,  Charles  City  Road,  and  Fort 
Fisher. 

An  army  life  extending  over  so  long  a  period 
of  time,  and  through  so*  many  portions  of  the 
country,  with  such  diversified  service  in  the  field 
during  and  after  battle,  in  the  hospital,  in  camp, 
on  sea  and  land,  abounds  naturally  with  interesting 
incidents  and  adventures,  which  would  justly  find 
place  in  a  more  extended  biography.  One  incident, 
however,  deserves  especial  mention.  When  the 
midnight  boat  attack  was  planned  on  Fort  Gregg, 
the  regular  detail  shrank  from  the  exposure  of  takmg 
surgical  charge  of  what  was  regarded,  and  justly, 
as  almost  a  forlorn  hope.  Dr.  Jarvis  volunteered 
for  this  service,  and  v."as  placed  in  charge,  receiving 
an  ofticial  indorsement  of  his  action  from  the  gen- 
eral in  command.  After  the  battle  of  Olustee, 
when  a  retreat  was  ordered,  and  the  wounded  had 
to  be  hastilv  removed,  the  Doctor  surrendered  his 
horse  to  a  wounded  soldier,  who  would  otherwise 
have  been  left  on  the  field,  and  after  a  hard  service 
as  operating  surgeon  marched  on  foot  for  thirty 
miles.  This  circumstance  was  prominently  dwelt 
upon  in  a  story  of  the  7th  Connecticut  under  the 
title,  "At  Olustee,"  written  by  a  Hartford  lady,  in 
which  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment  is  made  a 
hero.  Dr.  Jarvis  served  honorably  and  with  dis- 
tinction through  the  war,  being  mustered  out  July 
20,  1865.  His  army  record  was  notable  for  brav- 
ery and  gallantry,  as  well  as  for  skillful  and  reli- 
able surgery,  as  is  shown  in  many  places  of  trust 
and  responsibility. 

On  the  return  of  Dr.  Jarvis  from  the  war  he 
settled  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  soon  won  a  posi- 
tion as  one  of  the  leading  surgeons  in  the  State, 
receiving  a  large  general  and  consultation  practice. 
In  July,  1877,  he  performed  the  first  operation  for 
appendicitis,  and  up  to  188S  repeated  the  operation 
thirty-two  times,  twenty-eight  cases  successfully. 
Since  1888  he  has  operated  frequentlv  and  sucess- 
fully.  He  was  the  pioneer  in  this  department  of 
surgery.  The  first  successful  operation  in  ovari- 
otomy in  Hartford  was  performed  bv  Dr.  Jarvis. 
the  operation  having  been  previously  performed 
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MKCi->!ully  elsewhere  by  the  most  eminent  sur- 
j^H-niis  ut  the  i)rules>ion,  bnt  invariably  wilhuni  suo- 
ces>  in  llariK'nl.  Alter  ;i  i^reat  ileal  of  study  into 
il'.c  caiiM  ut  the  failure^  lie  w  .is  led  to  the  belief  that 
laek  of  snece>s  was  dne  to  the  iniiuirity  of  the 
water,  x.iiieh  bib  Milx-equent  sneee>s  pro\ed  \o  be 
jhe  ea>-e.  After  eareful  study  Dr.  Jarvi.>  devised  an 
t..j.craiii>n  for  the  permanent  eure  of  inguinal  hernia, 
and  lias  i)erformed  the  operation  sueeessfully  many 
times.  At  the  time  lie  supposed  he  was  the  origi- 
nator of  this  operation,  but  aft^r  seven  eonseeu- 
jively  suceesslul  eases  he  found  that  Dr.  Halstead, 
«.f  b'hns  Hopkins  I'niversity.  I'.altimore,  and  Dr. 
Jjassini,  of  I'adua,  Italy,  were  doing  the  same  op- 
eration. 

Jn  iSCxj  Dr.  Jarvis  was  appointed  examining 
surgeon  fur  pensions,  and  on  the  organization  of 
,  tile  board  in  Hartford  was  appointed  us  president, 
tilling  the  ottiee  until  18S4.  For  six  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  examining  committee  for  conferring 
(he  degree  at  the  Medical  Intitution  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  relinquished  the  position  through  ill  health. 
In  1870  lie  was  appointed  visiting  sturgeon  to  the 
Hartford  Hospital.  He  has  made  contributions  to 
medical  and  surgical  literature,  and  to  the  societies 
of  wliich  he  is  a  member. 

On  Feb.  8,  1866,  Dr.  Jarvis  was  married  to 
Martha,  daughter  of  George  Gillum,  of  Portland, 
Conn.,  and  the  tmiou  was  blesssed  with  one  child, 
Martha  Louise,  who  married  Dr.  C.  E.  Taft,  of 
Hartford. 

WILLIA:^!  walker  carter  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Rev.  Thomas  Carter,  of  England, 
who,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  graduated  from  St. 
John's  College,  Cambridge,  England,  residing  in  St. 
Albans,  Hertfordshire.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years,  on  April  2,  1635,  he  sailed  from  London  in 
'"The  Planter,"  destined  to  find  a  home  and  greater 
religious  freedom  in  the  New^  World.  He  took  up 
his  abode  in  Dedham,  Watertown,  and  Woburn, 
respectively,  and  on  Nov.  22,  1642,  he  was  ordained 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Woburn,  with  which  he  con- 
tir.ued  his  pastoral  relations  until  his  demise.  Sept. 
5,  1684.  He  had  married  Mary  Dalton,  who  died 
^Larch  28,  1687.  Eight  children  were  born  to  this 
marriage,  as  follows:  Samuel  (Rev.),  born  Aug. 
8,  1640,  died  in  1693  ;  Judith  ;  Theophilus,  born  June 
12,  1645,  died  Feb.  15,  1649;  i^ary,  born  July  24, 
1648.  died  in  16S8;  Abigail,  born  Jan.  10,  1649, 
was  married  in  1674;  Deborah,  born  Sept.  15,  165 1, 
died  Dec.  14,  1667;  Timothy,  born  June  12,  1653, 
died  July  8,  1727;  Thomas,  born  June  8,  1655. 

1  imothy  Carter,  our  subject's  great-great-grand- 
father, was  married  ^^lay  30,  1680,  to  Anna  Fiske. 
Seven  sons  and  six  daughters  were  born  to  them, 
as  follows:  David,  born  Oct.  17,  1681,  died  May  22, 
^73^;  Timothy,  born  July  12.  16S3,  died  same  year; 
Anna,  born  July  17,  1684;  Timothy,  born  Oct.  17, 
i68r).  died  in  1770:  Theophilus,'  born  Oct.  20. 
1688;  Thomas,  born  Aug.  14,  1(590;  A.bigail,  born 


I  March  18,  i6(.)2;  Sarah,  born  Nov.  24,  1694;  Eliza- 

I  belli,  born  Aug.  27,  I0y6,  died  June  26,  1709;  Pen- 
jamin,  horn  March  22,  itH)9;  Mary,  born  June  23, 

'  1700;  Martha,  born  July  22,  \  J02;  Benjamin,  born 

!  Nov.  iS,  1704,  died  Aug.  3,  1S06. 

i  IJenjamin  Carter,  the  great-grandfather,  was 
l.iorn  in  Woburn,  IMass.,  Nov.  iS,  1704,  and  passed 
into  the  other  life  in  Ward,  ^lass.,  Aug.  3,  1S06, 
rounding  out  more  than  a  century  of  active  life  in 
this  world.  He  married  Sarah  Stone,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children:  Sarah,  born  May  13,  173(1, 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years ;  Timothy,  born  Dec. 
I,  1738,  died  July  30,  1784;  .Mary,  born  April  i, 
1741,  died  2\luy  12,  1S23  ;  Abigail,  born  April  10, 
1745;  Benjamin,  born  Oct.  11,  1747. 

Timothy  Carter  was  born  in  Sutton,  [Mass.,  Dec. 
I,  1738.  He  was  an  architect,  directing  his  ener- 
gies principally  to  the  planning  and  building  of 
meeting-houses ;  and  it  was  while  engaged  in  his 
life  work,  on  a  house  of  v.-orship  in  the  town  of 
Leicester,  INIass.,  that  he  fell,  sustaining  injuries 
which  proved  fatal.  He  had  married  Sarah  Walker, 
who  was  born  Oct.  24,  1735,  and  six  children  were 
born  to  them:  Timothy,  born  Nov.  27,  1768,  in 
Sutton,  Mass.,  died  Feb.  25,  1845 ;  Sall.y,  born  Oct. 
10,  1770,  died  April  19,  185S;  John,  born  Oct.  29, 
1771,  died  in  July,  1852;  Abigail,  born  Nov.  19, 
1773,  died  Oct.  9,  1851 ;  Luther,  born  Aug.  10,  1779, 
died  March  24^  1844;  Elias,  born  ^lay  30,  17S1, 
died  [March  23,  1864. 

Luther  Carter,  the  father  of  William  Walker 
Carter,  was  born  in  Ward,  [Mass.,  and  died  in  Bris  • 
tol,  on  the  date  previously  stated.  He  inherited 
designing  and  constructive  ability  from  his  father, 
and  extensively  pursued  the  vocation  of  builder  and 
carpenter.  He  was  quite  popular,  and  active  in  the 
religious  and  musical  development  of  his  city.  As 
a  singer  his  services  were  much  sought,  and  his  mu- 
sical compositions  are  considerable.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  mar- 
ried Ruth  Fay,  born  in  Brimfield,  [Mass.,  Feb.  8, 
1780,  who  died  in  Monson,  Mass.,  Nov.  I,  1832. 
The  following  children  were  born  to  them :  Tim- 
othy, born  July  10,  1805,  died  Sept.  10,  1838; 
iMinerva,  born  June  15,  1807,  died  Jan.  20,  1877; 
Sarah  Fairbanks,  born  Feb.  10,  1810,  is  still  living 
Avith  W.  E.  Sessions  in  Bristol ;  Luther  Fay,  born 
Feb.  29,  1 81 2,  died  [March  11,  1884;  \\'illiam  Walk- 
er, our  subject,  born  in  [Monson,  [Mass.,  July  9,  1816, 
died  Aug.  23,  1893;  Charles  Lawson,  iDorn  Feb.  i, 
1818,  died  June  10,  18S6.  Our  subject's  father 
married,  for  his  second  wife.  Ruby  Sherer,  of 
Palmer,  Mass.  She  died  in  her  native  city,  Palmer. 
This  retrospective  glance  into  the  life  and  his- 

1  tory  of  the  Carter  family  gives  us  a  better  concep- 
tion of  the  sterling  qualities  latent  in  the  child  who 
was  born  in  the  qtiiet  New  England  town  July  9, 
1816.  As  the  years  passed,  and  opportunities  pre- 
sented themselves  for  the  demonstration  of  ability, 
perseverance  and  energy,  the  Puritan  virtues  In  the 
lad  arose  and  met  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion,  and 
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cIcvcK>p<.'d  the  rii'o  maiiluxxl  inanitVstod  in  the  life 
oi  WiUiani  \\  alker  L  arier.  \\  iicii  nineteen  years 
old  his  fatlier  gave  him  Miis  lime,  and  lie  w  ent  tu 
Hartford  and  entered  the  empk'V  oi  (i.  W  .  Har- 
ilioUimew,  at  rolkville  (^now  Edi^ewood  ) ,  at  cal)inec 
work  when  twenty-one.  In  1838  he  went  West, 
collecting  for  W  illiam  Case,  the  famous  clock  manu- 
facturer of  Canton.  The  absence  of  the  ra[)i(l  trans- 
porlalion  facilities  uf  the  preseni  day  called  into 
re(iuisition  the  u>c  of  a  horse  to  carry  the  young 
collector  from  place  to  place,  and  the  healthful  exer- 
cise of  riding  horseback  did  nuich  to  strengthen  his 
physical  constitution. 

Returning,  in  1841,  ?dr.  Carter  was  marriv.d  to 
!Miss  Clarissa  Barnes,  of  Southampton,  Mass., 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Esther  Danks  Barnes.  July 
20,  of  the  same  year.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Carter  went 
to  housekeeping  the  following  year  on  North  Main 
street,  Bristol.  They  joined  the  Methodist  Church 
«oon  after  tlie  old  church  was  built,  where  the  Ad- 
vent church  now  stands,  and  when  the  new  church 
was  built  they  took  a  letter  and  joined  the  Advent 
Church,  continuing  to  worship  in  the  old  editice, 
which  was  bought  by  'Mr.  Carter,  Lawson  Wood- 
ing and  H.  A.  ^\'arner,  I\Ir.  Carter  paying  for  more 
than  half  of  the  church,  which  they  opened  to  the 
Advent  people.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  church,  to  which  he  contributed  lib- 
erally. 

In  1 89 1  ]Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Carter's  golden  wedding 
was  celebrated  at  their  Sachem's  Head  cottage,  by 
their  neighbors  and  friends.  ^Ir.  Carter  died  at 
his  cottage  home  Aug.  23,  1893,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven years.  The  remams  were  brought  to 
Bristol  for  interment.  His  widow  is  still  living 
at  the  home,  where  she  has  resided  for  over  fifty 
years,  and  is  now  in  her  eighty-seventh  year,  hav- 
ing been  born  Aug.  18.  18 14.  Mrs.  Carter  is  a  very 
devout  member  of  the  Advent  Christian  Church. 
The  marriage  was  without  issue. 

Mr.  Carter  engaged  in  the  clock  business  until 
1870.  He  worked  at  clock-making  for  Chauncey 
Boardman,  the  E.  Ingraham  Co.,  J.  C.  Brown,  of 
Forestville,  and  Chauncey  Jerome,  in  Ansonia,  and 
in  1865  was  associated  with  his  brother,  Luther  Car- 
ter, making  calendar  clocks,  in  the  building  now  used 
as  a  tenement,  on  the  lot  at  the  corner  of  North 
jNIain  and  North  streets.  This  enterprise  for  about 
five  years  was  very  prosperous,  and  he  acquired  a 
good  property.  During  the  last  twenty  years  of 
his  life  he  was  not  engaged  in  active  business  be- 
yond caring  for  his  investments.  ]\Ir.  Carter  was 
a  very  thoughtful  man  in  every  way.  Aside  from 
his  clock  business,  he  found  time  to  attend  to  many 
enterprises  for  the  '^ood  of  humanity  and  the  pub- 
He  weal.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
Bristol  Savings  Bank,  filled  the  position  of  vice- 
president,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees.  His  business  push  and  executive  ability 
were  recognized  by  his  townsmen  in  his  election 
to  the  office  of  first  selectman  for  several  years,  in 


which  he  rendered  valuable  service  in  the  manaye- 
i  meiu  of  public  affairs.  Jn  i)oIiiics  Mr.  Carter  was- 
i  a  stanch  Democrat  until  after  the  Civil  war,  when  he 

became  a  liberal  thinker.    He  was  a  member  of  the 

Olid  I'ellows.  He  was  broadminded  in  all  matters 
!  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  country  and  huinan- 
!  Uy.  aixl  gave  liberally  to  everything  uf  a  deserving 

nature. 

HON.  JAMES  NICHOLS,  of  Hartford,  presi- 
'  dent  uf  the  National  bire  Insurance  Co.,  is  of  the 
!  eigk.th  generation  from  I'raiicis  Nichols,  thr(jugh 
I  Isaac.  Riclfaril,  Nathaniel,  Tlieojihilus,  Cept.  James 
j  and  Isaac. 

I  (I)  Francis  Nichols  married  Anne,  daughter  of 
Barnabas  Wines,  of  Southold,  L.  I.  [Orcctt's  "His- 
tory of  Stratford."]  He  appeared  in  Stratford, 
Conn.,  in  1639,  with  four  cliildren :  Isaac,  Caleb, 
John,  and  a  daughter. 

(II)  Isaac  Nichols,  son  of  Francis,  also  became 
identified  with  Stratford.  He  was  several  times 
deputv  to  the  General  Court.  His  w'ife's  name  was 
^lary! 

{Ill)  Isaac  Nichols,  son  of  Isaac,  was  born  in 
1654,  and  died  in  16S0.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife,  r^Iargaret,  was  probably  Washburn,  as  the  son 
of  a  ^Ir.  W'ashburn  speaks  of  her  as  aunt ;  however, 
it  is  possible  her  sister  may  have  married  his  fa- 
ther. 

(IV)  Richard  Nichols,  son  of  Isaac,  born  Nov. 
26,  1678,  in  Stratford,  married  June  3,  1702.  Com- 
fort Sherman,  daughter  of  Theophilus  Sherman,  of 
Wethersfield. 

(V)  Nathaniel  Nichols,  son  of  Richard,  born 
April  8,  1707,  married  Ann  Booth,  who  was  born 
in  1710,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Hester  (Galpin) 
Booth,  and  died  in  1780. 

(VI)  Theophilus  Nicliols,  son  of  Nathaniel, 
born  in  1748,  married  in  1771  Sarah  ]\Ieeker,  w'ho 
was  born  in  1753,  daughter  of  David  and  Hannah 
(Hill)  Meeker,  the  latter  born  in  1729.  ^Mr.  Nichols 
settled  in  Newtown,  Conn.  ^Mrs.  Nichols  died  in 
1852. 

(VII)  Capt.  James  Nichols,  son  of  Theophilus, 
born  Sept.  9,  1775,  married  Lucy  Beach,  born  Feb. 
22,  1780,  daughter  of  John  Beach  (3).    Capt.  "Jim" 

I  Nichols,  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  was  a  large 
land  owner  and  a  good  farmer,  dealing  largely  in 
cattle.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers 
of  his  day  in  Newtown,  a  man  of  good  judgment, 
and  served  as  selectman,  though  in  no  sense  an 
officeseeker.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his  political  views, 
and,  religiously,  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  often  called  on  in  the  settlement  of  estates. 

(VIII)  Isaac  Nichols,  son  of  Capt.  James 
Nichols,  and  the  father  of  President  James  Nichols, 
of  Hartford,  was  born  April  19,  1802,  in  Newtown, 
and  died  there  Sept.  7,  1853.  He  was  married 
(first)  in  1827  to  Betsey  Piatt,  daughter  of  !Moses 
and  Anna  (Judson)  Piatt.  She  was  born  in  1798, 
and  died  Oct.  6,  1835.   He  married  (second)  March 
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:30.  iS^S,  Louisa  Danli'tt,  daugluor  oi  Julin  ami 
^arah  r.cniK'll  l  r.artk'U.  She  was  l>orn  April  4, 
181J.  and  died  *Jct.  2\,  181)4.  Mr.  XiolRiIs  was 
roared  at  the  old  XielKils  ]lome^tcad  wliieh  was  jr.st 
south  of  the  present  Ueers  Sherman  plaee.  In  his 
<;arly  life  lor  sonic  years  he  was  eni:a;^ed  in  hn-i- 
iiess  at  liridgcport,  assoeiaied  with  Clideon  I  hunip- 
i;on.  Along-  in  the  latter  part  of  the  "thirties  he  re- 
turned \o  the  lioiiiestead,  and  there  farmed  the  rest 
of  his  life,  lie  was  a  good  suhstantial  farmer  and 
citizen,  lie  did  not  earc  for  ohieial  position,  and 
Avas  not  aetive  in  pulilic  affairs.  In  politics  he  was 
a  \\  hig,  and  in  his  relig^ious  views  an  Episcopalian. 
His  children  were  llcnry,'horn  May  8,  18J9;  James. 
Dec.  25.  1830:  W  illiam.  l-\'l).  11,  1833;  -Mary  B., 
Oct.  3.  1835;  Augusta.  Fell.  22.  1839;  Sarah.  May 
29,  1S40;  Margaret,  March  20,  18.1J;  lleaeh,  hA-h. 
S,  1844:  Louisa  B.,  Sept.  7,  1845;  William.  Aug. 
18,  1847;  Arthur,  April  2,  1849;  and  Grace  Xov. 
26,  1851. 

James  X'ichols,  son  of  Isaac,  of  Xewtown,  Conn., 
Avas  born  December  25,  1830,  in  Xewtown,  where 
Lis  boyhood  was  passed  on  his  father's  farm  in  at- 
tendance at  the  district  schools,  at  work  on  the  farm, 
and  in  teaching,  until  his  twenty-first  year.  He  was 
prepared  for  the  Bar  imder  the  direction  of  the  late 
Amos  S.  Treat,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the 
spring  of  1S54,  at  Danbury,  Conn.  He  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  at  Thompsonville,  but  removed  to 
Hartford  witlii!i  a  few  months,  and  was  appointed 
assistant  clerk  of  the  Hartford  county  superior  cour:. 
In  1861  he  was  elected  judge  of  probate  in  the  Hart- 
ford district,  wdiich  embraced  the  towns  of  Hartford, 
Windsor  Locks,  East  Hartford  and  Glastonbury. 
The  office  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  required 
exceptional  ability  for  the  discharge  of  its  duties. 
Judge  Nichols  won  the  admiration  of  all  parties 
on  account  of  the  successful  way  in  w'hich  the  ju- 
-dicial  work  of  the  office  was  performed.  In  1867 
he  became  the  adjuster  and  special  agent  of  the 
Merchants  Insurance  Co.  of  Hartford,  and  was 
rapidly  promoted  by  the  board  of  directors.  From 
the  outset  he  manifested  exceptional  adaptability 
lor  the  insurance  business.  At  the  time  of  the  great 
Chicago  fire,  in  1871,  Judge  Nichols  was  secretary 
of  the  Merchants,  and  a  manager  of  recognized 
standing  in  the  insurance  community.  The  ^ler- 
chants  was  not  able  to  recover  from  the  great  disas- 
ter at  Chicago,  and  surrendered  its  charter.  The 
National  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  which  had  been  incor- 
porated in  ]May,  1S69,  organized  in  1S71  with  the 
late  Mark  Howard  as  president,  and  Judge  Nichols 
as  secretary.  On  the  death  of  President  Howard, 
in  1887,  the  Judge  succeeded  to  the  presidency,  his 
standing  as  a  most  capable  insurance  manager  en- 
titling hin.i  to  that  promotion.  L^'nder  the  able  and 
judicious  management  of  Judge  Nichols  the  Na- 
tional has  made  great  progress,  and  has  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  carefully 
conducted  insurance  companies  in  New  England. 
Under  his  presidency  the  assets  of  the  company  in- 


creased from  $1,969,907,  Jan.  I,  1887,  to  $4,551,- 
-^^,1-55.  J'^ii-  1900.  anil  its  business  from  1887  to 
Kjoo  from  $569,256  to  $2,187,750. 

Judge  Nichols  was  very  prominently  brouglit 
before  the  fire  underwriters  of  this  country  in  con- 
nection with  the  famous  Bennett  Brothers'  case, 
in  .Svracuse,  he  being  chairman  of  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  himself,  Richard  I).  AUiger  and  l);imcl 
C.  Osman,  who  had  the  case  in  charge.    In  this  case 
over  Si20,000  insurance  was  involved,  twenty-three 
companies  were  interested,  and  over  $350,000  Ijss 
w  as  claimed  by  the  assured.    The  assured  assigned 
his  properly  to  the  '.reditors,  among  whom  were 
sixtv-thrce  of  the  leading  mercantile  firms  of  New 
York,  whose  debts  were  to  be  collected  from  the 
insurance.    These  sixty-three  creditors  assumed  an 
'  active  part  in  the  prosecution  of  the  claim,  using 
j  freely  their  infiuence  as  merchants  and  insurers  to 
i  compel  payment,  signing  individually  a  memorial  to 
i  the  companies  interested  urging  the  settlement  of 
the  claim  independent  of  the  committee,  and  in  many 
instances  withdrawing  their  patronage  from  the 
companies  interested.    The  assured  also  distributed 
circulars  throughout  the  country  abusing  the  com- 
mittee, and  demanding  that  the  policies  of  the  com- 
panies contesting  tiie  claim  be  refused  by  the  insur- 
i  ing  public.     Notwithstanding  the  great  pressure 
'  brought  upon  the  companies  to  settle  the  less  not  one 
i  company  yielded,  but  all  firmly  sustained  the  com- 
mittee, and,  after  a  long  and  severely  contest-cd 
trial  of  thirty  days"  actual  session  in  court,  the  case 
'  was  won  by  tlie  companies,  a  large  amount  of  money 
saved,  a  villainous  fraud  exposed,  and  the  perpe- 
I  trators  punished. 

\       Jtidge  Nichols  is  president  of  the  ^Vlechanics 
&  Traders  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  New  Orleans ; 
vice-president  of  the  Chrrter  Oak  National  Bank  ; 
a  director  in  the  Phoenix  Life  Insurance  Co.  :  a 
trustee  in  the  Society  for  Savings ;  a  director  in 
the  .Etna  Indemnity  Co. :  and  in  the  Pratt  &  Cad\- 
Co.    Politically  h.is  affiliations  have  always  lieen 
i  with  the  Republican  party.  His  religious  connections 
I  are  with  the  Park  Congregational  Church  of  Hart- 
ford, of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  many 
.  years.  He  has  served  his  ward  as  a  member  of  the 
;  common  council.  He  is  a  Mason,  identified  with  St. 
i  John's  Lodge,  of  Hartford.  The  life  of  Judge  Nich- 
I  ols  has  been  one  of  great  success  and  honor,  and 
:  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  in  Hartford,  of 
!  which  he  has  been  a  resident  since  the  summer 
of  1854. 

;  On  July  9,  1861,  ]\Ir.  Nichols  was  married  to 
;  Isabella  M.  Starkweather,  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
I  Cynthia  fLoomis)  Starkweather,  of  Hartford.  She 

was  born  Aug.  5,  1842,  and  died  Oct.  9,  1895.  Three 
}  children  came  to  this  marriage:  James  L.,  born 
!  Feb.  20,  1863,  died  June  29,  1871.  Isabella,  born 
,  Oct.  23,  1874,  died  June  28,  1S75.  Helen  C,  born 

Dec.  24,  1870,  married  Dec.  24,  1890,  Flarry  A. 
\  Smith,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y..  now-  of  Hartford,  as- 
'■  sistant   secretarv   of  the  Natioiial  Fire  Insurance 
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Co.:  tliov  have  uno  ^tni,  jamos  X..  l>orii  ( 2, 
1891,  and  ow  (lauj;iucr,  Harriet  11.,  born  jan. 
6,  1895. 

SA.MUEL  D.  CIIAMDERLIX.  The  Cham- 
berlin  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  section,  and 
traces  descent  from  one  of  three  brothers  who  came 
from  Kngland  at  an  early  date,  landing  in  Boston. 

The  first  of  the  name  of  whom  we  have  definite 
record  was  Jacob  Chamberlin,  who  was  born  in 
Newton,  Mass.,  in  1O73,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a  well-known  business  man  of  llartford,  is 
of  the  sixth  generation  from  this  ancestor. 

(II)  Jason  Chamberlin,  son  of  Jacob,  known 
as  Col.  Jason,  was  born  in  Newton,  Mass.,  Feb.  26, 
1701.  lie  inherited  the  homestead,  and  after  his 
marriage,  to  Hannah  Clark,  settled  at  Holliston, 
Mass.  About  1770  he  removed  to  Sandislield, 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.  Being  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability  he  took  a  leading  part  in  public 
affairs  wherever  he  resided,  and  he  represented 
Holliston  in  the  convention  that  adopted  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  was  often  sent  to  the  General 
Court.  His  interest  in  the  political  questions  of  his 
day  was  keen,  and  he  always  acted  with  the  parties 
opposed  to  the  Constitution  and  administration  of 
John  Adams. 

(III )  Samuel  Chamberlin,  son  of  Col.  Jason, 
was  born  at  Holliston,  ^Nlass.,  July  18,  1732,  and 
during  the  darkest  period  of  the  Revolutionary  war 
he  enlisted  from  the  town  of  Sandisfield  in  Col. 
Ashley's  regiment,  his  muster  returns  being  dated 
at  \'alley  l"~orge,  Jan.  25,  1778. 

(IV)  Samuel  Clark  Chamberlin  was  born  at 
Holliston  iNIay  25,  1765,  and  died  Nov.  30,  1835, 
in  Colebrook,  Conn.  On  Sept.  7,  1796,  he  married, 
for  his  second  wife,  Anna  Conklin,  who  was  born 
Oct.  30,  1772,  and  died  ^lay  2,  1846.  By  this  mar- 
riage he  had  seven  children,  as  follows :  Abiram, 
born  Oct.  2,  1797,  died  Oct.  14,  1871,  in  New 
Britain;  ^lary,  born  Sept.  20,  1799,  died  Aug.  14, 
1861,  in  Hartford;  Elvira,  born  Sept.  14,  1801, 
died  July  i,  1838,  in  New  Hartford;  Rebecca,  born 
Aug.  28,  1804,  died  Nov.  17,  18S6,  in  Hartford; 
Hiram,  born  April  2,  1809,  died  Sept.  2,  1876; 
Samuel  Strong,  born  Sept.  25,  181 1,  died  Jan.  24, 
1898,  at  Hartford;  ^^lelvina,  born  Sept.  5,  1815,  died 
Aug.  17,  1S43,      ^"ew  Britain. 

(V)  Samuel  S.  Chamberlin  was  born  Sept.  25, 
181 1,  in  Colebrook,  Conn.,  and  was  reared  in  Berk- 
hire  county,  Mass.,  receiving  x  district-school  edu- 
cation, which  he  supplemented  by  reading  and  ob- 
servation. He  was  an  excellent  business  man, 
straightforward  and  possessing  sound  judgment, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months  had  no 
partners  in  his  enterprises.  As  a  young  man  he 
was  employed  by  the  3.1essrs.  Bartclle,  grocers,  in 
Norfolk,  and  in  1835  established  a  retail  gro- 
cery and  meat  business  at  No.  179  State  street, 
Hartford,  which  was  afterward  developed  into  the 
present  wholesale  business  in  provisions,  salt  fish  and 


I  grass  seeds.    He  was  the  first  to  make  "dried  beef." 
and  this  became  a  leading  feature  in  his  trade.  Al- 
though lie  went  to  Hartford  empty-handed  he  ac- 
cumulated a  fine  etate,  and  in  1873  he  retired,  leav- 
I  ing  the  business  to  his  son,  Sanuiel  D.  Chamberlin, 
I  who  adnntted  to  the  firm,  in  August,  1897,  his  two 
'  sons,  Frank  D.  and  Albert  S.    In  politics  he  was  a 
!  Republican,  as  are  all  the  mcml^ers  of  the  fanfily, 
,  and  for  sixty  years  he  was  a  faithful  reader  of  the 
:  Coiirant,  but  he  never  took  an  active  share  in  par- 
tisan work.    He  was  a  member  of  the  South  Cun- 
,  gregational  Church,  llartford.    On  Oct.  11,  1835, 
Mr.  Chambtrlin  married  Mary  Etta  Doolittle,  born 
June  1,  1S12,  daughter  of  Ezra  Doolittle,  Esq.,  of 
Riverton,  Conn.,  and  a  member  of  one  of  the  most 
prominent  families  of  that  place.    She  died  March 
16,  18S5,  and  he  married  (second)  Mrs.  Flarriet 
Elizabeth  Filley,  who  survives  him.    He  left  four 
children,  all  by  the  first  marriage:  ^liss  Ellen  E. ; 
]\lrs.  L.  B.  Merriam ;  Samuel  D. ;  and  Laura  M., 
wife  of  Rev.  George  S.  Dodge,  of  Worcester,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

(\T)  Samuel  Doolittle  Chamberlin  was  boni 
Feb.  6,  1843,  Flartford,  where  he  received  a 
public-school  education,  and  he  also  attended  school 
in  Ellington  for  two  years.  He  left  school  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  and  in  1861  enlisted  at  Haitford 
in  Company  A,  1st  Conn.  V.  I.,  for  three  months. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  term  he  re-enlisted,  in  the 
i6th  Conn.  V.  I.,  was  made  orderly  sergeant,  and 
later  served  as  second  lieutenant  of  Company  G,  and 
first  lieutenant  of  Company  B ;  was  with  the  regi- 
ment about  a  year  and  a  half,  and  then  resigned 
to  enter  the  quartermaster's  department.  He  was 
in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  the  Virginia  campaign, 
and  took  part  in  the  hard  fighting  at  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  and  the  siege  of  Suffolk.  After 
the  war  he  came  home  and  engaged  in  business  with 
his  father,  and  since  the  latter's  retirement  in  1873 
has  conducted  the  store.  He  has  a  large  trade  in 
provisions,  salt  fish  and  grass  seeds,  extending 
throughout  Connecticut,  jMassachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island.  Mr.  Chamberlin  has  always  followed  a 
conservative  course  in  business,  its  wisdom  being 
1  shown  by  his  success.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, but  has  not  taken  an  ardent  part  in  public 
affairs,  and  socially  he  is  identified  with  the  B.  P. 
O.  E.,  and  with  Robert  O.  Tyler  I'ost,  G.  A.  R. 
On  Aug.  24,  1862,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  E. 
Ouintard,  daughter  of  Henry  Harrison  and  Clarissa 
(Grant)  Ouintard,  the  former  of  South  Norwalk,. 
the  latter  of  Ashford,  Conn.  Mr.  Ouintard  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Jewel  Belting  Co.  all  his  active  life. 
]Mr.  Chamberlin  has  children  as  follows :  Frank  D. ; 
Albert  S. ;  Samuel  S.,  w-ho  is  in  the  gents'  furnish- 
ing business ;  George  Burton  C,  who  is  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  business ;  Mary  E. ;  and  Harry  H.,  who  is- 
employed  in  the  shipping  department  at  Pope's  fac- 
tory. The  last  named  was  in  the  Spanish  war,  in 
1S98,  serving  with  Company  K,  ist  Conn.  Vols. 
On  Dec.  28,  1892,  Frank  D.  married  Adelaide  White,. 
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of  Ilarttorti,  ami  they  have  one  son,  Saimiol  1).,  born  ; 
Ian.  27  ii>^^5.  On  Oct.  2O,  1897,  ^^imuol  S.  mar-  ' 
ricci  Mrs.  Luv.ise  Thonias)  Vox,  and  they  have  one  i 
s.. >n,  Alhcrt  S.,  Ixjin  July  15,  1S99.  Mary  H.  mar-  ' 
Charles  K.  Hubbard. 

THEODORE  WIRTH,  the  cfliciein  and  enter- 
prising superintendent  of  the  park  system  ot  the  ' 
citv  of  Hartford,  was  born  Nov.  30,  1863,  at  W  in-  ' 
tcrthur,  Canton  Zurich,  Switzerland,  and  belongs  to 
an  old  and  respected  family  of  that  Canton.  In  , 
fact,  genealogically,  he  can  trace  his  ancestors  back  ! 
to  the  year  i-!-i6,  and  he  is  a  descendant  of  Bnrgo-  i 
master  Hans  W'irth,  of  Stamiieim,  v.  lio,  togeiher  ; 
with  his  son,  Johannes,  a  priest  of  the  new  Zwingli  | 
Protestant  Church,  was  beheaded  by  the  Catholics  in  i 
1523,  at  Railen,  Canton  Aargau. 

Conrad  W'irth,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  : 
was  a  life-long  resident  of  the  Canton,  and  by  occu-  | 
pation  was  a  veterinary  surgeon.    Conrad  W'irth,  ; 
Jr.,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in  1827  in  Stam-  1 
heim,  same  Canton,  and  on  graduating  from  the  i 
seminary  at  Kusnacht,  at  twenty  years  of  age,  be-  | 
came  a  successful  teacher,  retiring  in  April,  1S98.  | 
During  his  fifty  years  of  professional  work  he  j 
taught  in  three  places  onl}-,  and  for  thirty-six  years  ' 
he  was  connected  with  the  schools  of  W'interthur,  a  ' 
place  of  20,000  inhabitants.    He  was  married  in  : 
Flawyl,  Canton  St.  Gall,  to  iMiss  Martha  W'iget,  a  I 
native  of  that  Canton,  and  they  had  four  children,  ! 
all  of  whom  are  living:    Elsie  resides  at  Flawyl; 
Theodore,  our  subject,  was  second  in  the  order  of  ; 
birth;  Rudolph,  who  succeeded  his  father  as  a  ■ 
teacher  at  W'interthur,  married  Elsie  ^lerk,  and  has 
one    child,    ^lartha;    ^lartha    married  Godfried 
Schmid,  chief  engineer  of  the  Canton  of  Zurich,  and 
resides  in  Zollikon,  near  the  city  of  Zurich.  ! 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  i 
native  town,  which  were  famous  for  their  excellence,  i 
and  he  speaks  three  languages,  German,  French  and  ; 
English.  In  187S  he  was  graduated  from  the  high  ; 
school,  and  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  as  a  gen- 
eral gardener  at  Flawyl  in  one  of  the  largest  horti-  I 
cultural  establishments  in  Switzerland.  On  com-  1 
pleting  his  term  he  spent  one  winter  in  an  elective  j 
course  in  engineering,  at  the  Polytechnic  school  at  \ 
Winterthur,  and  for  one  year  he  was  engaged  in  ; 
that  line  of  work  in  Switzerland.  In  1883  he  j 
went  to  London,  England,  where  he  was  employed  i 
as  a  landscape  gardener  and  general  decorator,  and  ! 
in  1885  he  went  to  Paris  where  he  worked  for  two  j 
years  on  private  estates  and  in  the  well-known  bot-  | 
anical  garden,  the  Jardin  des  Plantes.  He  returned 
to  Switzerland  in  1887,  and  in  the  following  year  : 
came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York  City.  His  1 
ability  and  skill  secured  him  employment  v.-ithin  \ 
three  or  four  weeks  as  a  gardener  in  Central  Park, 
where  he  remained  until  1890,  and  later  he  re-en-  j 
tered  the  service  of  the  New  York  park  commis-  | 
sioners  and  assisted  in  the  construction  of  ^Morning-  \ 
side  Park,  under  the  direction  of  general  foreman  of  ' 


construction,  James  h'rancis  Huss,  a  native  of 
Switzerland.  W  hile  there  he  rose  to  the  position 
of  assistant  foreman,  and  for  some  time  had  charge 
of  Morningside  Park,  but  was  hnally  discharged, 
with  hundreds  01  otheri.,  on  account  of  a  change  of 
admini>tration.  .Mr.  W'irth  then  engaged  in  work 
on  his  own  account,  laying  out  private  places,  con- 
tinuing' thus  from  1892  to  1896,  and  during  that 
time  he  worked  chiefly  on  Long  Island  and  in 
other  portions  of  New  York  State.  W  ith  Sanuiel 
Parsons,  Jr.,  he  did  some  planting  at  the  State  Res- 
ervation at  Niagara  Falls.  In  189O  he  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  parks  of  the  city  of  Hart- 
ford, and  under  him  many  in'.iirovenienis  have  been 
made.  He  executed  the  plans  furnished  him  by 
Olmsted  Brothers,  landscape  architects,  for  P'ope, 
South  and  Riverside  Parks,  and  designed  and  ex- 
ecuted the  plans  for  Elizabeth  Park.  Mr.  W'irth 
says  this  profession  is  his  life,  and  in  this  devotion 
may  be  seen  the  secret  of  his  success.  He  has  not 
been  active  in  politics,  and  is  now  an  independent, 
although  formerly  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the 
Zwingli  Protestant  Church. 

In  1895  ]\Ir.  W'irth  married  ^vliss  Leonie  i\.lex- 
andrine  ]\Iensc,  an  American,  born  of  French  par- 
entage, and  they  have  two  sons,  Theodore  Rudolph 
and  Conrad  Louis. 

HON.  JOHN  W'.  COOGAN,  ^I.  A.,  attorney 
at  lav.-,  Hartford,  was  born  June  3,  1855,  in  Wind- 
sor Locks,  Hartford  county,  a  son  of  James  Coogan, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland.  His  grandfather,  Daniel 
Coogan,  also  born  in  Ireland,  came  to  America,  and 
followed  his  trade  of  paper-maker  in  this  country. 
He  died  in  Windsor  Locks  at  the  age  of  ninety-six 
years. 

James  Coogan,  father  of  John  W.,  was  one  of 
a  number  of  children,  Julia,  who  married  ^Matthew 
Lester,  of  Windsor,  being  the  only  one  now  living. 
James  Coogan  was  a  paper-maker  by  trade,  and 
became  superintendent  of  a  paper-mill  in  Windsor 
Locks.  He  afterward  started  a  store  wdiich  he  car- 
ried on  for  many  vears,  until  he  retired,  and  he  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
prominence  in  his  town,  holding  all  the  town  offices 
which  he  would  accept,  and  in  1865  was  sent  to  the 
Legislature,  being  the  first  Catholic  to  fill  this  posi- 
tion in  the  State  of  Connecticut ;  was  on  the  board 
of  selectmen  at  W'indsor  Locks  for  many  years,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  town 
all  his  life.  He  married  Eliza  (Byrne),  who  was 
born  in  Ireland,  and  eight  children  were  boni  to 
them,  seven  of  whom  are  living:  Edward  D.,  in 
Windsor  Loclcs ;  James  T.,  in  W'indsor  Locks ; 
Timothy  C,  a  resident  of  San  Francisco, 
Cal. ;  Joseph  A.,  also  in  W^indsor  Locks; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  James  B.  Benson,  of  Wind- 
sor Locks ;  John  W. ;  and  ^Vlary  J.,  a  Sister  of 
Mercy,  known  in  the  order  as  Sister  M.  Latirentia. 
The  mother  of  these  died  at  the  age  of  forty-nine. 


COMMEMORATIJ  E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coogan  were  inombors  of  the  Calho- 
lio  L  liurch,  in  wliicli  they  took  an  active  jiart  ami  in- 
terest. Of  the  al'ove  mentioned,  'rinioiliy  C.  is  an 
attorney  at  huv.  now  in  San  Francisco,  CaL  lie 
held  various  town  oftices  at  \\  ind-or  Locks  during' 
In's  early  professional  life,  and  has  ser\'cd  three 
terms  in  the  Conneciicut  .Stale  Senate,  being  the 
first  Catholic  to  hokl  tluu  office  in  Conneciioui.  Of 
the  other  brothers  all  but  Joseph  A.  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  State  l^egisiaiure  :  all  ha\  e  been  proini- 
nently  connected  with  town  offices.  Joseph  A.  has 
been  a  practicing  ])hysieian  for  a  number  of  years, 
in  Hartford  and  in  his  native  town  of  Windsor 
Locks. 

John  ^\'.  Coogan  passed  his  early  years  in  \\'ind- 
sor  Locks,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  St.  Jolni's  College,  at  Fordham,  X.  Y.,  where 
lie  graduated  in  1S76,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. ; 
in  1S78  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  A.  Fie  then 
took  up  the  study  of  law  with  his  brother,  Timothy 
C,  later  entered  Yale  Law  School,  where  he  gradu- 
ated in  1S79,  and  imniediatel\-  began  the  practice  in 
Hartford  which  he  has  since  continued,  for  twenty- 
one  years.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  lawyers  in 
practice  in  the  city,  and  has  tried  a  large  number 
of  celebrated  cases,  in  which  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. Like  his  brothers,  he  has  been  active  along 
political  lines.  He  was  prosecuting  attorney  for 
the  city  for  two  years  ;  grand  juror  for  a  number  of 
years,  in  which  office  he  is  still  serving;  has  also 
been  a  delegate  to  a  large  number  of  State  and 
county  conventions,  and  served  in  the  Legislature  in 

1882.  At  the  present  time  he  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  street  commissioners,  having  been  ap- 
pointed in  1900  to  serve  three  years.  In  the  fall  of 
1900  he  was  a  candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
for  Presidential  elector  from  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut. 

Mr.  Coogan  was  married,  in  1S98,  to  Susan  O. 
Xolan,  who  was  born  in  Albany,  a  daughter  of 
Murtha  Xolan,  of  that  city.  To  this  union  has 
been  born  one  child,  John  Xolan  Coogan.  ^Ir. 
Coogan  made  his  home  in  \A'indsor  Locks  up  to 

1883,  when  he  came  to  Flartford  to  live.  He  has 
one  of  the  largest  law  libraries  in  the  State.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
having  been  grand  knight  of  Charter  Oak  Council, 
Xo.  19;  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E  , 
in  which  he  held  the  position  of  exalted  ruler,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  grand  trustees  of  the  order  :  he  is 
affiliated  w-ith  several  other  organizations.  While 
in  the  legislature  he  was  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Cities  and  Boroughs.  The  family  attend  the 
Catholic  church,  in  which  all  have  taken  an  active 
part.  ^Iv.  Coogan  is  a  man  of  most  courteous  man- 
ner, and  has  hosts  of  friends  in  Hartford. 

_  BEXJA^IIX  BLISS  Cdeceased).  The  founders 
of  the  Bliss  family  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Connecticut  and  Alassachusetts  colonies,  and  the 
subject  of  this  memoir,  for  many  years  a  leading 


business  man  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  traced  his  descent 
from  J  honias  Bliss.  Ik-lstone  parish,  JJevonshire, 
Engkuul,  of  whom  little  is  known  outside  the  facts 
that  he  was  "a  wealthy  kindowner,  and  that  he  be- 
longed to  the  class  w  1^ .  were  stigmatized  as  Puri- 
tans." lie  was  Ijorn  hetwevu  1550-60,  it  is  pre- 
sumed. 1  lis  death  probably  occurred  about  the  time 
'.)f  his  sons"  emigration  to  America — 1635-40. 

A  son  of  this  Thomas  Bliss,  of  Belstone,  also 
named  Thomas,  was  born  somewhere  between  1580 
and  1585.  Fie  was  married  in  England,  about  1612- 
15,  to  Margaret  Lawrence.   The}'  had  ten  children: 
Ann,   Alary,   Thomas,  Xathaniel,  Lawrence,  and 
Samuel,  w  ho  were  born  in  England ;  and  Sarah, 
Elizabeth,  Hannah,  and  John,  who  were  born  prob- 
ably in  America.    Owing  to  religious  persecution 
Thomas  Bliss  left  for  America  in  the  autumn  of 
1635,  and  soon  after  his  arrival  at  Boston  he  lo- 
cated temporarily  in  Braintree,  ]\Iass.,  eventually 
settling  in  Flartford,  Conn.,  being  one  of  the  origi- 
nal land  proprietors  there.    He  was  either  with 
Thomas  Hooker  on  his  arrival  in  Hartford,  or 
j  reached  there  shortly  afterward,  undoubtedly  at- 
j  tracted  to  the  same  place  because  of  similar  views 
i  and  interests.    Trinity  street  in  that  city  is  one 
j  of  its  original  streets,  and  it  was  known  as  Bliss 
1  street  until  1855.    It  was  probably  named  after 
j  Thomas  Bliss  or  his  immediate  descendants.  Thomas 
j  Bliss  died  in  1640. 

Lawrence  Bliss,  of  Spring-field,  ]\Iass.  (son  of 
Thomas  Bliss  and  Margaret  Lawrence,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.),  came  to  America  with  his  father  in  1635. 
On  Oct.  25,  1654,  he  was  married  in  Springfield, 
]\Iass.,  to  Lydia,  daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel  and 
^Margaret  Wright.    He  died  in  1676.    Flis  children 
were  Lvdia,  Sarah,  Samuel,  Sarah  (2),  Samuel  (2), 
I  Flannah,  Sarah  (3),  William,  and  Pelatiah. 
j        Pelatiah  Bliss,  of  Springfield,  Ailass.   (son  of 
I  Lawrence  Bliss  and  Lydia  Wright),  w-as  born  Aug. 
I  19,  1674,  and  died  in  1747.    His  home  was  on  the 
]  present  site  of  the  Chicopee  Bank.    On  April  21, 
1698,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Luke  and 
Sarah  Flitchcock,  who  was  born  in  1679,  and  died 
March  28,  1756.      Their  children  were  Jonathan, 
Pelatiah,    Elizabeth,    Thankful,    William,  Luke, 
Sarah,  Caleb  and  Closes. 

Deacon  Caleb  Bliss,  of  West  Springfield,  Mass. 
1  (  son  of  Pelatiah  Bliss  and  Elizabeth  Hitciicock,  of 
Springfield,  Ailass.),  was  born  Feb.  16,  1717,  and 
wasmarried  in  1740,  to  Editha,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
and  }vlercy  Day,  of  West  Springfield.  She  was  born 
Aug.  20,  1715.  Deacon  Bliss  died  'Sla.y  22,  1758, 
and  on  Dec.  20,  1759,  his  widow  became  the  second 
wife  of  Deacon  Jonathan  White,  of  AVcst  Spring- 
field, Alass.,  and  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  She  died 
Feb.  4,  1797.  The  children  by  the  first  marriage 
were  Editha,  Editha(2),  Elizabeth,  Abel,  William, 
Pelatiah,  Caleb,  William  (2).  and  Editha  (3). 

Caleb  Bliss,  of  West  Springfield,  Mass.  fson  of 
Deacon  Caleb  Bliss  and  Editha  Day,  of  Springfield  ) , 
was  born  Aug.  12,  1750,  and  died  Dec.  15,  1825. 
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llo  was  inairioil  Ool.  31,  1776,  to  Ilaiin.ili  \  an- 
Jlorii.  SIic  was  bom  Aug".  19,  1750,  and  ^.\\<^(\  April 
15,  1S31.  'llicir  chiKlron  were  Licmiiiaui, 
Klijah,  Klijah  and  Cakl). 

Elijah  r.lij-s  i,son  of  L'alcb  J  Hiss  and  Hannah 
\"an  .liorn),  was  hovn  at  West  Spring-field.  .\Ia-s., 
Feb.  19.  17S3,  and  died  there  April  15.  1854.  iJy 
occupation  he  was  a  shoemaker,  and  he  also  carried 
on  farming  in  a  small  waw  On  Oct.  31,  1S04,  he 
married  Lucy  \'an  Horn,  wlio  was  born  .May  30, 
1783,  the  daughter  of  Derrick  and  ]\achel  \"an- 
Horn  of  West  Springfield.  She  died  .March  19, 
1S63.  Thcv  had  the  following  children:  Kdward, 
Lucy,  ?^Iarietta,  Xancy,  Llijali,  ilenjaniin.  and 
Catherine. 

licnjamin  Bliss  was  born  Sept.  21,  1S20,  in  \\'est 
Springfield.  Mass.,  and  died  Oct.  3,  1S96,  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.  He  received  a  common-sciiool  edu- 
cation, which  was  supplemented  in  later  years  by 
reading-  and  by  extensive  travel  both  in  this  coun- 
try and  in  Europe.  Having  his  own  way  to  make 
in  the  world,  he  left  home  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and 
went  to  Llartford,  arriving  there  Sept.  21,  183S,  the 
anniversary  of  his  birth.  He  lirst  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  H.  L.  ^liller.  and  afterward  that  of  C.  F. 
Collins,  both  dry-goods  merchants.  \\'hile  with  'Mr. 
Collins  young  Bliss  conceived  the  idea  of  putting 
in  a  show-case  in  which  to  place  on  sale  knives, 
razors,  and  similar  goods.  He  obtained  his  em- 
ployer's consent  to  carry  out  this  scheme,  and  he 
made  in  this  way  the  money  that  gave  him  his  start 
in  life.  Subsequently  he  began  business  with  Jo- 
seph Delliber,  the  firm-name  being  Delliber  &  Bliss. 
The  store  of  the  firm  was  wdiere  the  Hartford 
Opera  House  now  stands.  At  the  end  of  three  years 
JNIr.  Dellibcr's  interest  was  jnirchasecl  by  ]Mr.  Bliss, 
and  in  1855  he  also  purchased  the  property  at  the 
corner  of  Mam  and  Pratt  streets,  and  established 
at  this  point  one  of  the  largest  stores,  in  its  day, 
in  the  city.  He  remained  there  until  Feb.  i.  1882, 
when  his  health  became  so  impaired  that  it  pre- 
vented his  longer  continuance  in  business.  Prior 
to  this  time  the  late  Hudson  .-Vndrews,  of  Hartford, 
and  H.  H.  W'oodhouse,  now  of  Xew  York  Citv.  were 
identified  with  him  in  managing  the  operations  of 
the  house.  Fie  was  succeeded,  however,  by  his  son, 
the  late  Edward  L.  Bliss.  The  business  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Cook,  &  Hills  several  years  ago, 
and  it  is  now  controlled  by  C.  S.  Hills  &  Co.  The 
corner  block  belongs  to  the  estate  left  by  Mr.  Bliss, 
but  the  transactions  of  the  house  have  not  been  iden- 
tified in  any  way  with  the  Bliss  family  for  years. 

I^Ir.  Benjamin  Bliss  was  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  National  Fire  Insurance  Companv,  tmder  Pres- 
ident Mark  Howard,  and  retained  the  position  so 
long  as  the  condition  of  his  health  permitted.  He 
was  more  or  less  interested  in  many  of  the  insurance 
companies  and  other  financial  institutions  of  the 
city,  and  for  a  time  was  director  in  the  ^Merchants 
Insurance  Company.  He  was  a  capable  and  clear- 
lieaded  business  man,  and  built  up  a  large  and  pros- 


l)ero!is  tr.-ule,  and  fur  years  after  the  Civil  war  the 
oiU-of-town  business  of  the  house  probal)ly  exceed- 
ed that  of  any  other  of  the  dry-goods  concerns  in 
!  the  city. 

t        ]Mr.  Bli-s  was  the  soul  of  integrity,  and  his  dcal- 
I  itigs  were  universally  recognized  as  upright  and 
honorable.      He  was  reared  a  (."ongregationalist, 
but  became  a  member  of  the  South  Baptist  Cluuxdi, 
holding  the  position  of  chairman  of  the  churcli 
society  for  nine  years.    He  was  the  disi)enscr  of 
:  many  personal  charities  that  were  known  only  to 
j  himself  and  the  recipients  of  his  benefactions.  At 
I  one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Foot 
i  Guard  in  Hartford,  and  held  an  honorable  discharge 
I  from  that  service.    In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig, 
later  a  Republican,  and  during  the  Civil  war  his 
j  loyal  support  was  given  the  government, 
i       His  .home  life  was  most  enjoyable  to  a  man  of 
his  domestic  and  sociable  nature.    On  April  2, 
1846.  he  married  Miss  Abbie  Goodrich  Woodhouse, 
of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  who   was   born   Oct.  10, 
1823.    She  survives  him  with  three  of  their  five  chil- 
dren: ]Miss  -Vlice  Goodrich,  Frederick  Spencer,  and 
Miss  Grace  Edith.    The  elder  son,  Edward  Lang-- 
don,  was  born  Feb.  24,  1852,  and  died  April  30, 
1895.    Lizzie  Cordis,  who  was  born  Sept.  11,  1856, 
died  Jan.  4,  i860. 

Edward  L.  Bliss  was  educated  at  the  Hartford 
High  School,  and  at  the  Cheshire  ^vlilitary  .\cad- 
emy,  which  was  then  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Horton.  He  began  business  with  his  father  soon 
after  completing  his  studies.  Subsequently  he  was 
admitted  to  partnership,  and  the  business  was  con- 
ducted, for  a  number  of  years,  under  the  firm-name 
of  Benjamin  Bliss  &  Company.  The  son  assumed 
the  entire  charge  of  the  business  after  the  retirement 
of  the  founder,  and,  after  managing  it  successfully 
for  about  nine  years,  he  sold  it,  Jan.  i,  1891,  to 
Messrs.  Cook  &  Hills.  The  deceased  was  an  able 
business  man,  careful  and  conservative,  and  under- 
stood perfectly  the  administration  of  property  inter- 
ests. He  traveled  extensively  in  Europe  and 
througout  this  country,  and  he  was  thoroughly  in- 
formed concerning  public  interests ;  but  he  was  of  a 
retiring  disposition,  not  seeking  in  any  way  identi- 
fication with  militarv  and  fraternal  orders.  He  was 
an  attendant  at  the  .\s}-lum  Avenue  Baptist  Church, 
and  in  his  business  career  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Hartford  Board  of  Trade. 

Elijah  Bliss,  brother  of  the  late  Benjamin  Bliss, 
and  the  last  of  the  seven  children  of  the  family  of 
Elijah  Bliss  and  Lucy  \'an  Horn,  of  West  Spring- 
field, iMass.,  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Frank 
Edward  Bliss,  Xo.  21,  Holland  Park,  West  Lon- 
don, England.  Sept.  11,  1899,  in  his  eighty-third 
year.  He  will  be  remembered  by  the  older  residents 
of  Hartford,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  retail 
dry-goods  business  on  [Main  street  in  the  early 
'forties.  He  married  !Mary  Beebe  Case,  of  Hart- 
ford, a  granddaughter  of  the  late  IManna  Case. 
They  were  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
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of  Hartford,  for  a  time,  and  afterward  ihev  removed 
to  lirooklyn,  X.  ^^,  where  Mr.  liliss  was  deaeou  of 
tlie  Pierrejvtnt  Street  Baptist  Church  for  many 
years.  He  was  engaged  in  active  business  in  \ew 
York  City  until  his  declining-  health  cau.-ed  iiim  to 
retire  from  business;  and  ho  made  his  home  with 
his  son,  his  only  surviving  child,  who  is  manager  of 
the  Anglo-American  Oil  Company  in  London,  Eng- 
land. 

'Sir.  Elijah  Bliss's  wife  and  four  younger  chil 
dren  died  several  years  ag^o  in  Brooklyn.  Besides 
his  son  he  left  four  young'  grandsons.    The  inter- 
ment was  at  the  cemetery  at  Mortlake,  England. 

Abbie  Goodrich  Woodhouse,.  wife  of  Benjamin 
Bliss,  is  a  descendant  of  Joseph  Woodhouse,  of 
Hertfordshire,  England.  He  came  to  America,  with 
his  two  sisters,  in  i/io,  and  settled  in  W'etherstield, 
Conn.,  where  he  married  Dorothy  Buck.  Their 
children  were  A\'illinm,  Anne,  Hannah,  John,  Sarah, 
Samuel,  Phebe,  Daniel,  and  Elizabeth.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  Oct.  iS,  1771,  the  father  on 
Aug.  I,  1774.  Their  son  Samuel,  born  Oct.  i,  172S, 
married  Thankful  Blinn,  and  their  children  were 
Samuel,  Sarah,  \\'illiam.  Prudence,  Patience,  Eliza- 
beth, Humphrey,  and  Solomon. 

Samuel  Woodhouse  (son  of  Samuel  Woodhouse 
and  Thankful  Blinn),  was  born  Dec.  23,  1756.  He 
married  Abigail  Goodrich,  born  1759.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Samuel,  George,  Sylvester,  Plenry,  Solo- 
mon, Huldah,  Nancy,  Mary  and  Abigail.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  as  a  private, 
for  the  period  of  fifteen  months.  He  first  entered 
the  ser\'ice  in  \\  eihersfield.  Conn.,  in  Januar\',  177'*- 
and  was  discharged  finally  in  the  year  1780.  The 
following  are  mentioned  as  officers  mider  whom  he 
rendered  service ;  Capt.  Chester  Wells,  Col.  Sears, 
Col.  John  Chester,  Col.  Thomas  Belden,  Capt. 
Charles  Churchill,  Capt.  Benoni  Smith,  Col.  John 
Belden,  and  Capt.  John  Welles.  He  died  Sept.  6, 
1834,  and  his  wife  died  Oct.  27,  185 1. 

Solomon  Woodhouse  (son  of  Samuel  Wood- 
house  and  Abigail  Goodrich}  was  born  in  Weth- 
ersfield.  Conn.,  on  Aug.  30,  1798,  and  died  there 
May  19,  1853.  He  married  Lura  Adams,  of  Weth- 
ersfield  (daughter  of  Joseph  Adams  and  ^Nlary 
Hatch  Dix),  January  30,  1821.  She  was  born  Aug. 
10,  1800,  and  died  Feb.  25,  18S8.  Their  children 
were  Mary  Hatch,  Abbie  Goodrich,  Lura  Ann, 
George  B. — who  left  home  in  November,  1847,  fo'' 
California,  at  the  time  of  the  "gold  fever,"  and 
probably  died  there ;  but  two  letters  were  received 
from  him  after  his  arrival  in  California — \\'illiam 
Henry,  Elizabeth  Butler,  Elvira  Maria,  Llenry  W'., 
Edward  Gardner  and  Herbert  Playden. 

HON.  LINUS  B.  PLniPTON.  president  of 
the  Plimpton  Manufacturing  Co.,  State  senator,  and 
former  police  commissioner,  Llartford,  has  de- 
scended from  ancestry  conspicuous  in  the  history  of 
Massachusetts. 

Capt.  John  Plimpton,  the  first  of  the  family  in 


this  country  of  whom  a  record  is  found,  was  at 
Dedham,  .MabS.,  in  1042,  later  removed  to  Medtield, 
and  still  later  to  Deerlield,  where  he  was  chief  of 
military  affairs  in  King  Philip's  war.  During  that 
war  he  was  captured  by  the  Indians  and  killed,  one 
version  of  his  death  being  that  he  was  burned  at 

I  the  stake.  He  enlistetl  in  the  Ancient  and  Honor- 
able Artillery  Company  of  Massachusetts,  in  1644. 

Oliver  Plimpton  was  a  native  and  resident  of 
Southbridge,  Mass.,  and  in  that  town  became  a  man 
of  considerable  prominence.  For  many  years  he 
served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  collector  of 
the  town.  He  served  as  quartermaster  of  a  regi- 
ment in  17S7.  Several  of  his  old  warrants,  bearing 
the  signatures  of  diti'erent  governors,  are  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  family,  his  grandson,  Linus  B. 
Plimpton,  having  one,  which  is  signed  by  John  Han- 
cock, a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
He  married  Lydia  I-'isk,  a  native  of  Southbridge, 
who  lived  to  be  nint-ty  years  of  age.  He  died  aged 
seventy-fotir  years.  1  hey  reared  eight  children^ 
of  whom  Chainicy  Plimpti.m,  father  of  Linus  B., 
was  a  native  of  Southbridge,  }*Iass.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  forty.  He  married  Celesta  Bacon,  a  native 
of  Charlton,  ^Nlass.,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Bacon,  a 
farmer  and  schoolmaster,  and  a  man  prominent  in 
church  affairs,  for  years  leading  the  choir  of  his 
own  church. 

Linus  B.  Plimpton  was  born  June  28,  1830.  in 

I  the  town  of  Southbridge,  Mass.,  and  there  attended 

j  the  common  schools  of  his  neighborhood.  Later 
he  received  a  thorotigh  mercantile  training,  partly 
in  his  native  town,  at  Spring-field,  !\Iass.,  and  at 
Rockville,  Conn.  In  1865  he  came  to  Hartford, 
formed  a  partnership,  and  established  the  business 
of  manufacturing  envelopes,  this  firm,  L.  B.  Plin'ip- 
ton  &  Co.,  however,  lasting  but  a  short  time.  In 
1873  the  Plin-ipton  Manufacturing  Co.  was  organ- 
ized with  L.  B.  Plimpton  as  president  and  general 
manager.  The  following  year  the  new  company 
entered  the  lists  as  bidders  for  making  stamped 
envelopes  for  the  government,  and  were  successful 
in  securing  the  prize.  ^lany  obstacles  were  thrown 
in  their  way  by  parties  long  interested  in  the  stic- 
cessive  quadrennial  contracts,  but  all  were  over- 
come, and  improvements  so  numerous  and  radical 
have  since  been  made,  in  appliances  for  doing  the 
work,  that  inventions  protected  by  patents  have 
since  enabled  the  company  to  underbid  all  competi- 
tors. The  ^lorgan  Envelope  Co.,  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  joined  the  Plimpton  Co.,  in  the  first  contracf 

i  with  the  government,  and  the  association  has  con- 
tinued till  the  present  time.  This  branch  of  the 
work  has  always  been  conducted  in  a  separate  build- 
ing, and,  so  far  as  accounts  and  details  are  con- 
cerned, ke])t  entirely  by  itself. 

j  In  1886,  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  the 
general  trade,  the  company  built  on  Pearl  street, 
a  factory  for  their  own  exclusive  use.  It  is  con- 
structed of  brick,  with  stone  trimming,  and  has 
four  floors  above  the   basement,  each  containing 
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ij.txx)  i-quaro  feet.  It  is  lighted  by  electricity, 
liiinished  with  automatic  tire  extinguishers,  and 
tlioroug'hiy  provided  with  modern  aj^phances  for  the 
coiivement  and  economical  dispatcl;  oi  business.  The 
lir.--t  lloor  above  the  street  is  used  lor  otiices,  for 
tlie  jobbing'  trade,  and  for  the  storage  of  stock;  the 
second  contains  a  complete  equipment  ftu-  job  print- 
ing on  a  large  scale;  the  third  and  fourth  arc  prin- 
cipallv  de\oted  to  the  manufacture  of  envelopes, 
the  annual  product  ranging  above  550,000,000,  and 
in  part  to  the  manufacture  of  envelope  machinery, 
all  that  used  by  the  finn  being  produced  on  the 
premises.  On  the  upper  floor  also  are  made  paper 
boxes  in  great  quantities.  The  basLMiient  is  largely 
given  up  to  the  storage  of  stock.  A  statement  of 
naked  facts  can  convey  no  adequate  conception  of  the 
perfection  of  the  labor-saving-  contrivances  in  use,  or 
of  the  ingenuity  and  toil  expended  in  their  evohi- 
tion  from  the  crude  germs  of  thirty-four  years  ago. 
The  blanks  placed  in  bulk  upon  the  table  of  the 
machine  are  picked  up  one  by  one  by  fingers  that 
never  tire,  gummed,  folded,  impressed  with  the 
printed  request  to  return  to  the  writer  (and  at  the 
government  works  with  postage  stamp  also)  counted 
in  packages  of  twenty-live  each,  and  delivered  at 
the  outlet  ready  for  boxing.  With  intelligence 
seemingly  liinnan,  and  with  more  than  hinnan  exact- 
ness and  endurance,  the  marvelous  combinations  of 
■wood  and  iron  fultill  their  daily  round,  never  mak- 
ing a  miscount,  and  rarely,  even  for  an  instant, 
failing  to  turn  out  perfect  work.  Most  of  the  im- 
provements, which  render  the  present  machine  so 
precise  and  effective,  have  been  wrought  out  under 
the  suggestions  and  directions  of  the  officers  of  the 
company,  and  are  protected  by  patents.  It  has 
been  the  constant  aim  to  do  nothing  bv  hand  that 
could  be  done  equally  well  or  better  bv  machinery, 
and  to  tolerate  no  imperfection  of  method  remedi- 
able by  inventive  skill. 

When  designed,  in  18S6,  the  factory  on  Pearl 
street,  it  v,-as  supposed  by  the  managers,  would  furn- 
ish ample  accommodations  for  the  general  trade  for 
a  long  time  to  come,  but  so  rapidly  did  the  business 
extend  tliat  in  several  vears  every  floor  was  crowded 
and  the  margin  for  elbow"  room  became  uncomfort- 
ably narrow.  The  cost  of  plain  paper  stock  an- 
nually consumed  in  both  departments  exceeds  half 
a  million  of  dollars.  At  the  Xew  York  office  of 
the  company,  Xo.  312  Broadway,  may  be  found  a 
complete  exhibit  of  all  lines  of  goods  produced  by 
them.  Either  there  or  by  correspondence  with  the 
main  office  at  Hartford  the  pttblic  can  obtain  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  prices  and  specialties.  Since 
the  transfer  of  the  manufacture  of  United  States 
stamped  envelopes  to  Hartford,  in  1874,  the  aimual 
product  has  risen  from  150,000,000  to  650,000,000. 
The  work,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
Maro  S.  Chapman,  is  carried  on  in  a  building  by  it- 
self, entirely  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  business, 
while  the  Post  Office  Department  has  an  agent  of 
its  own  under  the  same  roof  to  look  after  its  inter- 


ests, and  to  superintend  the  shipment  of  the  goods 
to  posloffices  throughout  the  country  on  orders  from 
j  Washington. 

I  Owing  to  liie  invaluable  inventions  macle  autl 
I  patented  by  the  former  contractors,  though  the  pro- 
duction, meantime,  of  the  best  grade  of  letter  size 
1  envelopes  has  nearlv  trcliled.  the  price,  exclusive  of 
the  value  of  the  postage,  fell  from  ^^3.20  per  thou.-^and 
in  1874,  to  $1.20  in  1900.  The  dili'erence  of  $2  per 
thousand  on  the  then  selling  price,  saved  by  the 
ingenuity  of  Hartford  brains  and  the  efficiency  of 
Hartford  management,  inures  wholly  to  the  benefit 
of  the  American  people.  The  officers  of  the  com- 
pany are  L.  B.  Plimpton,  president;  M.  S.  Chapman, 
vice-president;  Frederick  Plimpton,  treasurer;  and 
James  ^I.  Plimpton,  secretary. 

Our  subject  has  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  in  the  public  altairs  of  the  city  and  county 
has  been  quite  active  and  influential.  He  served 
one  term  in  the  common  council,  and  during  the 
administration  of  Mayor  Bulkeley  was  appointed 
police  commissioner,  filling  such  office  with  ability 
and  dignitv  for  six  years.  In  1896  he  w:as  elected  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  two  years  later  was  re-elected 
to  that  body,  and  his  services  have  been  valuable 
alike  to  the  District  and  the  State.  He  served  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Insurance  both  terms. 
In  the  spring  of  1900  Senator  Plimpton  w-as  chosen 
a  delegate  at  large,  to  represent  Hartford  and  Tol- 
land counties  in  the  National  Republican  Convention 
held  in  Philadelphia  in  June  of  that  year,  and  was 
chosen  by  the  Connecticut  delegation  as  their  chair- 
man. Ilis  nominations  as  senator  and  delegate 
were  unanimous.  He  has  served  in  the  past  as  an 
alternate  delegate  with  Gov.  Bulkeley  to  two  differ- 
ent conventions. 

In  ]\Iay,  1861,  Senator  Plimpton  was  married 
to  Clara  Hubbard,  a  native  of  Coventry,  and  a 
daughter  of  Selah  H.  Hubbard,  a  farmer  of  that 
town,  who  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  To  this  marriage  were  born:  Julia,  who  mar- 
ried Arthur  H.  Bradley,  now  of  the  Phcenix  Fire 
Insurance  Co.  of  Hartford;  ]^Iary  L. ;  and  Grace 
L.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1885,  at 
the  age  of  fifty  years. 

JOSEPPI  PARSONS  TUTTLE,  member  of  the 
widely  known  law  firm  in  Plartford  of  Bill  & 
Tuttle,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  June  12, 
1865,  in  Unionville,  town  of  Farmdngton,  Hartford 
county,  and  is  a  son  of  Nelson  J.  and  Antoinette 
Clara  (Parsons)  Tuttle. 

The  Tuttle  family,  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
member,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England,  the 
line  of  his  descent  being  through,  Nelson,  Joseph^ 
Joseph,  Joseph,  Noah,  Joseph  and  Joseph,  to  Will- 
iam the  emigrant. 

(I)  William  Tuttle,  with  his  wife  Elizabeth  and 
family,  came  to  the  New  World  from  England  in 
the  ship  "  Planter,"  in  1635,  settling  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.    At  the  time  of  sailing  he  gave  his  age  as 
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twciuv-six.  lie  was  a  man  of  courage,  enterprise, 
intelligence,  probit)'  and  piety,  and  the  equal,  social- 
ly, of  anv  of  the  colonists.  The  names  oi  his  chil- 
dren arc  as  follows:  John,  Jlannah,  Thomas,  Jona- 
than, David,  Joseph,  Sarah,  J'llizabeth,  Simon,  Ben- 
jamin, Mercy  and  Xathaniel. 

(II)  Joseph  Tnttle,  baptized  in  Xew  Haven, 
1640,  married  in  16O7  Hannah,  dauj^hter  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Munson.  lie  died  in  l&jo.  and  his  widow 
married  Xathan  Bradley.  Joseph  Tuttle's  children 
were:  Jose]~>h,  Samuel,  Step.hen,  Joanna,  Timothy, 
Susanna,  l-dizabeih.  Hannah  (  1  )  and  Hannah  (2). 

(HI)  Joseph  Tnttle,  born  in  1C68,  married  in 
r^Iilford,  Conn.,  in  1O91,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Thomas  San  ford.  !Mr.  Tuttle  was  prominent  and 
active  in  local  affairs.  His  children  were:  Jo- 
seph, Xoah.  Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  Thankful. 

(I\')  Xoah  Tuttle,  born  Oct.  12,  1694,  married 
Dec.  I,  1720,  Rachel  Hoadley,  who  died  April  7, 
1749.  His  children  were:  Lydia,  Timothy,  Desire, 
Elizabeth,  Desire  (2).  Joseph,  Rachel  ana  Abigail. 

{V)  Joseph  Tuttle,  born  July  18,  1734,  married, 
in  1 761,  Mary,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Abi- 
gail (Denison)  Granger,  of  Suftield,  Conn.  He  lived 
oil  that  part  of  the  paternal  estate  now  known  as 
the  Townsend  farm,  and  his  house  and  barn  were 
"burned  by  the  British  during  the  Revolution.  After 
the  war  he  built  a  large  double  house,  commanding 
a  beautiful  view  of  the  city,  harbor  and  Sound. 
In  1799  he  removed  to  Durham,  Conn.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Josiah,  ]Mary,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Asahel, 
John  and  Timothy. 

(YI)  Joseph  Tuttle,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, born  Julv  4,  1769,  bought  his  father's  place  in 
East  Haven.  In  the  war  of  1812  he  enlisted  in  the 
Sixth  Company,  Connecticut  State  Troops,  under 
Capt.  John  Butler.  He  died  in  Durham,  Conn., 
Jan.  16,  1857.  On  Dec.  25,  1820,  he  married  }vlar- 
garet  Coe,  and  after  her  death  wedded  Phebe 
Smith.  Children  by  first  wife:  Elijah  C,  Eliza  AI., 
and  jNIargaret ;  children  by  second  wife :  Daniel, 
Timothy  and  Joseph  Xelson,  better  known  as  X'el- 
spn  J.,  as  he  writes  his  name. 

(VII)  Xelson  J.  Tuttle,  father  of  our  subject, 
born  Aug.  5,  1836,  married  Antoinette  Clara  Par- 
sons, of  Enionville,  Conn.,  and  a  brief  record  of 
their  children  is  as  follows :  Joseph  Parsons  was 
born  June  12,  1865.  George  ^vlartin,  born  June  3, 
1867,  died  Jan.  21,  1869.  Antoinette  Frances,  was 
born  Oct.  i,  1883.  ISh.  Tuttle  has  been  a  life-long 
Democrat,  and  was  prominent  in  political  and  town 
affairs  for  many  years,  serving  as  judge  of  pro- 
bate for  six  years.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Hartford, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  carriage  business  for 
several  years,  until  1898,  when  he  retired  from  ac- 
tive life. 

Joseph  P.  Tuttle,  the  subject  proper  of  this  re- 
view, received  his  education  at  the  common  and 
high  schools  of  his  native  town,  after  which  he  en- 
tered Yale  College,  graduating  from  that  institution 
in   1889.    While  in  college  he  studied  law,  and 


:  u\K>n  his  graduation,  in  18S9,  passed  the  examination 
for  the  .'^enior  cla.ss  oi  the  Yale  Law  .School,  re- 
i  maiuetl  there  a  short  time,  and  then  entered  the  law 
ofiice  of  Judge  William  1'.  Henney,  at  Hartford. 
On  Jan.  (>.  i8oi,  he  wa>  admitted  to  the  Ikir  at  Hart- 
I  ford;  \va>  a  member  of  the  cit_\-  council  from  AjM-il, 
i  1891,  to  April.  1894,  being  president  of  the  lower 
i  board  from  1893  to  1S94;  for  two  years,  from  1893, 
'  he  was  clerk  of  the  city  police  court  at  Hartford  and 
i  Dec.   1,   1893.  the  present  tirm  of  Bill  &  Tuttle 
1  was  formed. 

I  On  -March  Ji,  1894,  Mr.  Tuttle  was  united  in 
'  marriage  with  Edith  A.,  daughter  of  Walter  S.  and 
I  Adelaide  (Phelps)  Mather,  and  two  children  have 

graced  tliis  union  :  Reubena  and  3.1arion.  }vlr.  and 
1  i\Irs.  Tuttle  in  religious  faith  are  members  of  the 

Congregational  Cluu"ch ;  in  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
\  crat ;  and  socially  he  is  aftiliated  with  the  following 
I  societies :  Hartford  Lodge,  Xo.  88,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
I  V\  ashington  Commandery,  Knights  Templar  ;  Con- 
I  necticut  Consistory,  32d  degree;  and  the  Knights 
i  of  Pythias. 
1 

j       HARVY  GODARD,  who  was  born  in  Granby, 
I  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,   -March   15,   1823,  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Oren  and  ^linerva  (Holcomb)  God- 
ard.    In  company  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  he 
attended  the  district  school  located  over  a  mile  from 
I  the  Godard  homestead.      Here-  he  received  what 
I  book-learning  it  was  his  lot  to  receive,  and  then  en- 
tered the  employ  of  "'Miles  &  Oren  Godard" — his 
grandfather  and  father — in  the  lumber  business  and 
upon  the  farm.  ' 

i       Although  his  father  was  a  tanner  and  shoemaker 

i 

j  by  trade,  and  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  the  same, 
J  he  was  also  a  large  land  owner,  and  in  company  with 
I  his  father — Uncle  ^liles — carried  on  what  at  that 
I  time  was  an  extensive  lumber  business.  It  w-as  from 
j  the  Godard  sawmill  that  shingles  were  supplied  for 
I  miles  around.  It  is  said  that  at  one  time  every 
:  building  in  the  village  of  Tarift'ville  was  shingled 
'  with  shingles  sawed  at  this  mill,  and  that  Y'indsor 

was  also  well  supplied. 
^       While  the  sawmill  formed  the  principal  business, 
the  gristmill  and  cider-mill  were  by  no  means  idle. 
Beng  a  "custom  mill,"  the  farmers  came  from  miles 
around,  bringing  their  grain  to  be  grotmd,  and 
their  opinions  to  be  strengthened  or  aljandoned,  for 
j  here  was  the  scene  of  tnany  warm  debates.  Until 
j  recent  years  the  "Craig  mills'"  were  the  center  of 
I  great  activity. 

I       Ish.  Godard,  as  a  son  and  grandson,  inherited 
\  large  tracts  of  land  and  added  others  until  he  be- 
i  came,  probably,  the  largest  holder  of  farms  and 
woodland  in  his  section.    He  not  only  raised  the 
usual  crops  of  that  locality,  but  occup}-mg  the  home- 
stead he  continued  to  run  the  sawmill,  gristmill  and 
cider-mill.   He  was  widely  known  as  a  d'stiller  of 
pure  cider  brandy,  which  he  manufactured  by  the 
sainc  process  and  in  the  same  place  as  his  fathers 
'  before  hint.    His  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
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was  further  ciihr_<;od  in  1875.  when  at  the  organi- 
zation of  the  State  (."irango  in  nanlmiy  that  year  lie 
was  elected  the  first  master  of  that  body,  which  otlicc 
he  held  until  lS~o.  when  he  tieclined  re-election. 

As  master  of  the  Connecticut  State  Grange  Mr. 
aiTd  Mrs.  Godard  represented  l.\>nnecticut  in  the 
National  Granye,  which  convened  at  L-ouisville,  Ky., 
in  1875  (at  which  time  she  was  elected  Worthy 
Pomona  of  that  l>o<!y).  at  Chicago  in  1876,  Cin- 
cimiati  in  1877,  Richmontl  in  1878.  and  Boston  in 
1870.  Having-  also  been  elected  the  lirst  master  of 
Granby  Grange.  Xo.  5.  he  was  continuously  re- 
elected until  jamiary,  1893,  when  he  felt  he  must 
positively  decline  to  serve  longer  in  that  capacity. 
He  remained,  however,  an  ardent  believer  in  and 
supporter  of  the  principles  and  meetings  of  the 
Grange,  from  its  introduction  into  Connecticut  until 
his  death  twenty-one  years  later. 

Mr.  Godard  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity, 
holding  the  principle  that  a  man's  word  should  be 
as  good  as  his  bond.  Although  a  member  of  no 
church,  he  was  liberal  in  his  views  and  saw  good  in 
all.  He  was  a  man  extremely  temperate  in  his 
habits,  never  using  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  con- 
lining  his  drink  to  cold  water. 

Being  a  man  of  generous  and  social  nature,  his 
large  farmhouse  became  headquarters  for  his  nu- 
merous friends  and  acquaintances,  who  came  to  hunt 
and  fish  upon  the  large  tracts  of  land  which  he 
owned,  ^^'hile  always  a  busy  man,  he  was  never 
too  bus}-  to  welcome  an  acquaintance  in  health,  to 
visit  him  in  time  of  sickness,  or  to  assist  in  laying 
him  to  rest.  He  was  a  Royal  Arch  !Mason,  and  a 
strong  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  fraternity. 
In  politics  he  was  a  lifelong  Democrat  of  the  Jeft'er- 
sonian  order,  and  for  forty  years  or  more  w'as  a 
familiar  figure  in  the  political  conventions  of  his 
party.  In  1873  he  represented  his  town  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Mr.  Godard  was  a  man  of  strong  physique  and 
great  activity,  never  knowing  wdiat  it  was  to  be 
sick  until  attacked  hy  La  Grippe  in  December,  1895, 
which  resulted  three  weeks  later  in  his  sudden  death, 
on  Jan.  8,  1S96.  Surrounded  by  his  family,  he  ex- 
pired in  the  room  in  whch  he  was  born  seventy- 
three  years  before.    His  first  sickness  was  his  last. 

On  May  2,  1S58,  'Mr.  Gridard  married  Miss 
Sabra  Lavinia  Beach,  also  of  Granby,  daughter  of 
Oliver  and  Lavinia  ]Mercy  (Case)  Beach,  and  a  di- 
rect descendant  of  John  Case,  of  \Vindsor  and 
Simsbury,  and  William  Spencer,  of  Hartford.  Five 
sons,  Oren  Harvy,  Porter  Beach,  George  Seymour, 
Fred  Munyon  and  Oliver  Clifton,  surviving  him; 
his  only  daughter,  Grace  ^linerva,  having  died  in 
1878,  in  the  fourth  year  of  her  age.  Porter,  who 
graduated  from  Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham,  in 
1884,  Yale  University,  1889,  and  Yale  Law  School, 
1891,  is  an  attorney  in  Kansas  City,  ^lo.,  where  he  is 
secretary  of  the  Kansas  City  Bar  Association. 
George,  who  also  graduated  at  Wilbraham,  1S86, 
graduated  from  Wesleyan  University  in  1892,  re- 


j  ceiving  the  degree  of  A.  1!.,  and  from  Yale  Divinity 
!  School  in  181^5,  receiving  the  degree  ot  l'>.  D.,  is 
f  State  Lilirarian  at  the  Capitol.  Hartford.  Fred, 
!  who  also  attended  school  at  \\  iibraham,  graduated 
!  from  ^'ale  Business  College,  Xew  i  laven.  and  is  now 

in  liie    Cniled    States    Internal    Re\-enne  service. 

Lh"en.  wlui  grailuated  at  tl:e  Eastman  r<usine>s  Col- 
;  lege,  I'oughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  and  Oliver,  w  ho  attend- 
I  ed  McLean  Seminary,  Simsbury,  Dean  Academy, 
i  Franklin,  Mass.,  and  graduated  from  Yale  Business 
j  College,  Xew  Haven,  remain  in  Granbv,  engaged 
j  in  the  lumber  business  and  farming. 
!  The  following  genealogical  notes  were  compiled 
I  from  records  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  (I) 

The  earliest  Godard,  Gozard,  Gosard,  Goddard,  Goz- 
'■  zard  or  Gossard  mentioned  in  the  records  of 
,  ancient  Windsor,  which  formerly  included  the  sec- 
I  tion  now  known  as  Granby,  was  Daniel  Gozzard, 
:  who  is  mentioned  as  being  in  Hartford  in  1646. 
;        (II)  On  Aug.  23,  1093,  the  estate  of  Nicholas 

Gozard,  of  ^\'indsor  and  Simsbury,  is  inventoried  at 
j  £206.  The  widow,  Elizabeth,  was  apix)inted  ad- 
i  ministratrix.    She  and  her  three  children — X'athan- 

iel,  aged  sixteen,  Elizabeth,  aged  tw-enty-one,  and 

John,  aged  eleven  years — were  the  heirs. 

(III)  John  Gosard,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Eliza- 
beth Gozard,  was  born  in  1682.  By  his  will,  made 
June  23,  1755,  and  proven  June  30,  1760  (before 
John  Owen,  justice  of  peace,  at  Simsbury  and  now 

i  on  file  at  Hartford  probate  office),  his  property  w'as 
I  left  to  "my  beloved  wife"  and  his  eleven  children, 
;  viz.:  Aaron,  b.  May  16,  1708,  d.  Dec,  1776;  John, 
j  b.  1710,  d.  Sept.  I,  1805;  Abel;  Ezra;  Elizabeth; 
I  Sarah,  b.  1716  (  ?)  ;  Abigail,  b.  Oct.  22,  1717  ( ?)  ; 
j  Israel,  b.  Jan.  4,  1719  (?)  ;  ^Margaret,  b.  May  25, 
I  1724  (  ?j  ;  and  Iibenezer  and  Thankful,  b.  Aug.  13, 
I  1726  (?). 

(IV)  Aaron  Gozard,  son  of  John  Gosard,  of 
Simsbury,  b.  'May  16,  1708,  m.  ^Iai"y  Huxley  in 
Simsbury  July  20,  1737.    A  son  3.Ioses  was  b.  May 

I  26,  1746. 

j  {V )  Closes  Godard,  b.  May  26,  1746,  in  Granby, 
i  son  of  Aaron  and  ^lary  ( Huxley  j  Gozard,  d.  April 
!  II,  1832,  in  Granby.  In  December,  1768  (  ?),  he  m. 
I  Keziah  Hayes,  b.  in  1748,  daughter  of  Daniel  Hayes, 
I  Granby.  Children:  Keziah,  b.  ]\Iarch  11,  1770,  d. 
i  April  27,  1796,  in  Granby;  ]\Ioses,  Jr.,  b.  Feb.  21, 

1772,  d.  ^Nlarcli  27,  1813  (on  May  28,  1799,  he  m. 

Aphia  Gossard  (  r )  )  ;  Zedediah,  b.  xVug.  2,  1774.,  d. 
;  Aug.  6,  1774,  in  Granby;  Submit,  b.  Dec.  19,  1775, 
I  d.  Oct.  30,  1835  (on  Xov.  II,  1802,  she  m.  Alexander 

Cossitt)  ;  Miles  is  mentioned  below;  Orrin,  b.  Dec. 

22,  1780,  d.  Alarch  7,  1798,  in  Granby;  Ruddy,  b. 

April  17,  1783,  d.  March  7,  181 1  (married)  ;  Elias, 

b.  June  23,  1785,  d.  June  27,  1785,  in  Granby;  Ich- 
;  abod,  b.  Feb.  6,  1790,  d.  Feb.  10,  1790,  in  Granby; 

James,  b.  Dec.  6,  1792.  d.  April  11,  181 5;  ^^lercy,  b. 

Aug.  4,  1795,  d.  ^larch  7,  1818  (she  m.  John  or 

Joseph  Fo.x).    All  were  born  in  Granby. 

(VI)  Miles  Godard,  b.  June  2,  1778,  in  Granby, 

son  of  Moses  and  Keziah   (Flayes)   Godard,  d. 
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March  ^3.  1S56,  in  Granby.  On  May  -?S,  1790,  ho  ni. 
Clcopati-Ki  Dihlik-.  h.  in  178J.  d.  April  <>,  1S47.  Chil- 
(Iriii.  all  horn  in  (.  iranhy:  (.>ron  is  nuMitiinu'd  holow  ; 
Xancy,  h.  April  5.  1803.  d.  Aug.  19,  iSSj  (^on  March  ] 
20,  <ho  ni.  i^oluniun  Gaines)  :  Flura,  b.  Xov. 

1^,  iScX),  d.  March  J4,  1S7S,  in  Granby  (on  Xov. 
4,  1S30,  slic  m.  I'orcst  Reed,  son  of  Abnor  Reed  and 
Mar}-  S]>ring-)  ;  Clco.  il.  Jan.  24,  1840,  in  Granville, 
Mass.  (.in  February.  i8_'S,  she  ni.  Rowland  Barlow, 
son  of  Hdniund  T.arlow  and  Tabitha  Bancroft)  ;  Mi- 
randa ni.  Moses  Watrous,  of  Greene,  iSroonie  Co.. 
New  York. 

(\'in  Oren  Godard.  b.  Oct.  iS.  iSoo,  in  Granby. 
5on  of  Miles  and  "Clco"  (Dibble)  Godard,  d.  at 
Granby  >iay  15,  1857.  <  )n  Dec.  3.  1821,  he  ni.  Min- 
erva Holconib,  b.  ^la_v  1  i,  1803.  daughter  of  Aniasa 
Holconib,  d.  Dec.  _;3.  1S81.  L'hildren.  all  born  in 
Granby;  Harvy  is  mentioned  below;  Xelson,  b. 
Jan.  ^9,  1S25,  ci.  Sept.  _'o,  188S,  at  Granville,  Mass. 
(on  May  2,  1S58,  he  ni.  Jarusia  De  Etta  Clark, 
daughter  of  Simon  Clark  and  Hanna  Remington)  ; 
Amelia,  b.  June  9,  1S27,  d.  Aug.  14,  184S,  in  Camp- 
bellsville,  Ky.,  unmarried  ;  Almira,  b.  Oct.  7,  1S29, 
■d.  April  S,  1S52,  in  Granby  (in  February,  1S46,  she 
m.  Abner  Lord  Otis)  ;  Jane,  b.  ^larch  17,  1832,  m. 
Aug.  17,  1851,  Joel  Leroy  Root,  son  of  James  Root 
and  Sally  Webster;  Anson,  b.  Aug.  29.  183(5,  d.  Jan. 
19,  1879,  Granby,  unmarried;  ]\Iiles,  b.  ]\Iarch 
23,  1845,  d.  Jan.  26,  1887,  in  Granby  (on  Oct.  22, 
1867,  he  m.  Clara  Rosetta  Thompson,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Thompson  and  vSara  Celesta  Shepard)  ;  Oren, 
Jr.,  b.  Aug.  29,  1S48.  d.  Xov.  2.  1852,  in  Granby. 

(VUIj  Flarvy  Godard,  b.  March  15,  1823,  in 
Granby,  son  of  Oren  and  Minerva  (Holcomb) 
Godar'd_,  d.  Jan.  8,  1896,  in  Granby.  On  ]May  2, 
1858,  he  m.  Sabra  Lavinia  Beach,  b.  ]\Iay  17,  1838, 
daughter  of  Oliver  and  Lavinia  INIercy  (Case) 
Beach.  Cliildren,  all  born  in  Granby :  Oren  Harvy  is 
mentioned  below;  Porter  Beach,  b.  June  6,  1S61,  m. 
June  30,  1897,  Eleanor  }vlay  Howd,  b.  Jan.  12,  1865, 
daughter  of  Charles  Edmund  and  Elvira  r\Iaria 
(Parker)  Howd,  of  Xew  Haven;  George  Seymour 
is  mentioned  below^ ;  Fred  ]\Iunyon,  b.  Sept.  11,  186S, 
m.  June  15,  1898,  Jean  Templeton  Steele,  b.  D3e. 
18,  1876,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Dunn) 
Steele,  of  Warehouse  Point,  Conn. ;  Oliver  Clifton, 
b.  Sept.  17,  1871,  m.  ]\Iarch  28,  1894,  Stella  Hep- 
sibah  Jewett,  b.  Jan.  28,  1872,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Janor  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Cooley)  Jewett,  of 
Graiiby,  Conn. ;  Grace  !\Iinerva,  b.  Sept.  29,  1874,  d. 
July  2,  1878,  in  Granby. 

(IX)  Oren  Harvy  Godard,  b.  July  12,  1S59,  in 
Granby,  son  of  Harvy  and  Sabra  L.  (Beach; 
Godard,  was  m.  Oct.  20,  1887,  to  Lena  Belle  White, 
of  Canton,  Conn.,  b.  June  11,  1865,  daughter  of  Ed- 
win Xorton  and  Ann  Lucelia  (Case)  White.  Chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Granby:  Flarvy  Edwin,  b.  Sept.  i, 
1888;  Grace  ^Minerva,  b.  Oct.  7,  1890;  Ensworth 
Merrill,  b.  Sept.  10,  1892;  Jewell  White,  b.  Xov.  20, 
1893;  utiles  Fred,  b.  April  30,  1895;  Oren  Beach,  b. 
Jan.  18,  1897. 


(IX)  George  Seymour  Godard,  b.  June  17,  1S65, 
in  Granby,  son  of  ilarvy  and  Sabra  Lavinia  (Beach) 
Gotlard,  was  m.  June  23,  i8w7,  to  Kate  Estelle 
Dewey,  b.  Mav  2!.  iSn^,  daugiiicr  of  Watson  and 
Jillen  Jane  (Beebe)  Dewe\-.  llicv  have  one  child: 
George  Dewey,  b.  Aug.  8,  1899,  in  Hartford. 

WILLIAAI  BRADDOCK  CLARK,  president  of 
the  .-Etna  Insurance  Co.,  Hartford,  is  a  descendant 
in  the  seventh  generation  from  John  Clark,  of  Farm- 
ington.  Conn.,  the  line  of  his  descent  being  through 
IMatthew,  John  (2),  Abel,  John  (3),  and  Abel  X. 

(I)  John'  Clark  settled  in  Farminglon,  Conn., 
prior  to  1657,  and  was  made  a  freeman  in  ]May, 
1664.    He  held  various  public  ofhces. 

(II)  Matthew  Clark,  son  of  John,  of  Farming- 
ton,  was  born  prior  to  1674,  and  was  married 
about  1704  to  Ruth,  daughter  of  John  and  2\Iary 
(Hawkins)  Judd. 

(III)  John  Cark  (2),  son  of  2\Iatthew,  born  in 
1712,  was  married  in  1742  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Capt.  John  and  Elizabeth  (Hawkins)  Xewell.  They 
lived  in  X'ew  Britain. 

(IV)  Abel  Clark,  son  of  John  (2),  was  born  in 
1750,  and  was  married  in  1774  to  Abigail,  daughter 
of  James  and  Hannah  (Andrews)  Judd.  He  was 
one  of  the  seventy  signers  of  an  agreement  made 
Sept.  3,  1774,  "to  be  in  readiness  and  duly  equipped 
with  arms  and  ammunition  to  proceed  to  Boston  for 
the  relief  of  our  distressed  and  besieged  brethren 
there."  He  died  in  1S24,  and  the  remains  of  him- 
self and  wife  rest  at  X'ew  Britain,  where  they  had 
made  their  home. 

(V)  John  Clark  (3),  son  of  Abel,  was  born  in 
1787,  and  died  in  1835.  In  1812  he  married  Pru- 
dence, daughter  of  Joshua  and  Prudence  (Curtiss) 
Woodruft.  He  resided  in  the  old  house  of  his 
father  and  grandfather,  in  the  Stanley  Quarter,  Xew 
Britain.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  served  as 
corporal  of  Capt.  Dean  Deming's  Company,  in  Col. 
Brainard's  Regiment. 

(VI)  Abel  X.  Clark,. son  of  John  (3),  and  the 
father  of  William  B.  Clark,  of  Flartford,  was  born 
June  12,  1S19,  in  New  Britain,  Conn.,  and  at  an 
early  age  came  to  Hartford,  where  for  some  years 
he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  He  then 
entered  the  office  of  the  Coiirant,  which  at  the  time 
was  under  the  control  of  John  L.  Bos  well,  as  book- 
keeper and  general  business  manager,  and  for  some 
twenty  years,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was 
closely  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  office. 
His  industry  was  one  of  the  prominent  traits  in 
his  character,  and  his  fidelity  to  every  trust  and  every 
duty  was  another.  He  was  a  great  worker  in  his 
party  in  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  way.  Fie  w^as  one 
of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  Hartford,  and  one 
of  the  most  generally  known  newspaper  men  in  the 
country.  On  April  27,  1840,  he  married  Emily  I. 
Braddock,  born  Dec.  7,  182 1,  daughter  of  John  and 
Emily  (Wells)  Braddock,  and  to  them  were  born 
children  as  follows:  William  B.,  June  29,  1841 ; 


1 


I 


t\! .  r. 


i 


COMMEMORATJl  'E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


207 


t  h.iik>  1-f  l<^'y.  i'^l-'-  ^^■♦3;  ^-'I'lra  E.,  .May  27, 
J.S4;  (iJicil  in  184^).  'iiiJ  Gooi-yc  X.,  Xov.  u,  J.851. 

rrcsidciit  William  1>.  Clark,  son  ui  ihc 
J.t'.i:  AIhI  X.  Clark,  was  lx>rn  June  -'9,  1S41,  in 
Hartlori.1.  ile  In'si  allcndcJ  the  Xorlh  school,  and 
it'icii  ili<-"  Xcw  I'.ri^iol  iligli  School,  and  returning 
to  Hart  lord  completed  his  studies  at  the  X.  L.  Gal- 
lup College  Green  School.  After  this  he  passed  a 
\car  in  the  office  of  the  Hartford  Courant,  and  in 
'i.S;7  he  became  a  member  of  the  clerical  corps  of 


/ ) 


tiic  i'licenix  Fire  Insurance  Co.  On  Aui 
ij^oj.  lie  was  elected  secretary,  and  he  remained 
witli  the  company  until  Dec.  I,  1867,  when  he  was 
elected  assistant  secretary  of  the  ^tna  Insurance 
Co.  The  latter  position  he  retained  under  Presi- 
dent liendee  through  a  period  of  nearly  twenty- 
c'ue  years,  and  under  his  guidance  young  Clark  be- 
came familiar  with  the  vast  detail  coimected  with 
the  .Etna's  business,  and  was  regarded  by  his  chief 
witli  the  utmost  trust  and  confidence.  The  demise 
of  President  Hendee,  Sept.  4,  18S8,  necessitated  a 
nmnber  of  changes  in  the  administration  of  the 
comiKinv,  and  Mr.  Clark  was  advanced  to  the  vice- 
I)residency  Sept.  26,  1S8S,  receiving  the  unanimous 
Vote  of  the  board  of  directors  for  the  position.  As 
vice-president  of  the  company  his  course  was  char- 
acterized by  ability  and  judgment  of  the  highest 
order,  entitling  him  to  a  foremost  plate  "among  in- 
surance managers  in  X'ew  England.  After  the 
death  of  President  Goodnow,  Nov.  19,  1892,  'Mr. 
Clark  succeeded  to  the  presidency  of  the  company, 
and  on  his  election  the  Hartford  Conraiit  said: 
"The  election  of  president  of  the  -'Etna  Fire  In- 
surance is  an  event  not  only  of  interest  but  of  im- 
portance to  Hartford:  The  standing  of  all  our 
lire  companies  is  admirable,  and  they  rank  among 
the  first  in  the  country.  And  the  ^Etna  is  the  larg- 
est, not  only  of  these,  but  of  all  in  the  United  States. 
It  stands  there  with  its  more  than  ten  millions  of 
assets  and  its  record  of  $70,000,000  already  paid  out 
for  losses,  as  the  great  fire  company  of  America. 
It  is,  therefore,  of  large  importance  to  know  who 
will  manage  it  in  the  future,  and  there  will  be  uni- 
veral  satisfaction  that  the  directors  have  chosen 
\\  illiam  B.  Clark  as  president  and  executive  head 
of  this  great  concern.  Mr.  Clark  is  a  native  of 
Hartford,  and  has  been  just  a  quarter  of  a  century 
with  the  TEtuR.  He  knows  it  and  he  knows  its 
business.  A  man  of  character,  decision,  experience 
and  judgment,  he  is  especially  qualified  for  the  re- 
.sponsible  duties  that  fall  to  him,  and  the  Conrant 
congratulates  both  the  old  company  and  the  new 
president."  President  Clark,  though  in  the  prime 
of  life,  in  term  of  service  is  the  oldest  insurance 
ofncial  in  Hartford,  and  even  from  early  m.anhood 
lias  been  recognized  through  the  country  as  one  of 
the  most  competent  men  in  the  profession. 

Clark  was  chosen  a  director  of  the  City 
Iian.<  Jan.  14.  1879;  a  director  in  the  Travelers  In- 
surance Co.,  Julv  6,  1875;  trustee  in  the  Mechanics 
.-avmg  Hank,  Jnly  ig,  1883;  and  a  director  of  the 


Retreat  for  the  Insane,  April  10,  i8yo;  -Etna  In- 
denmity  Co.,  elected  April  I  J,  1897;  vice-president 
Republican  Club,  elected  iNlarch  2,  1897;  director 
Cetlar  Hill  cemetery,  elected  Dec.  3,  1S91  ;  trustee 
Society  for  Savings,  elected  Jan.  0,  1891  ;  the  Fi- 
(.lelity  Co.,  elected  Feb.  9,  1S98;  Fn'st  National 
Bank,  elected  Jan.  9,  1900;  president  National  Board 
of  Fire  Underwriters,  1890-97;  and  a  member  of 
the  corporation  of  tlie  Hartford  Flospital.  On  April 
5,  1880,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  from  the  Third  ward,  and  served  two  years 
ill  that  position.  He  was  the  aldermanic  chairman 
of  the  Ordinance  committee,  the  mayor  holding  the 
chairmanship  cx-otUcio.  At  the  conclusion  of  his 
term  of  alderman  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
board  of  water  commissioners,  and  held  the  office  a 
decade  or  more,  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest 
members  of  that  commission.  His  political  affilia- 
tions have  always  been  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  on  }vlarch  2,  1S97,  he  was  chosen  vice-president 
of  the  local  Republican  Club  He  takes  some  pride 
in  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  original  "Wide- 
Awakes,"  becoming  an  active  participant  in  that 
^  noted  organization  before  he  had  reached  his  ma- 
jority. Flis  religious  connections  are  with  the  First 
I  Baptist  Church  of  Hartford,  and  for  thirty  years 
j  or  more  he  has  been  clerk  of  the  society  and  so- 
I  ciety's  committee.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
I  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  and  since  Oct.  3, 
1899,  has  been  president  of  the  Veteran  Foot  Guard 
1  Corps. 

I  On  IMay  13,  1863,  Islr.  Clark  was  married  to 
j  Caroline  PI.  Robbins,  born  ^March  22,  1844,  daughter 
\  of  Philemon  F.  and  Emily  Strickland  Robbins. 
;  Five  children  have  been  born  to  them,  as  follows : 
I  (i)  William  R.,  born  July  10,  1865,  died  April  3, 
I  1879;  (2)  Charlotte  B.,  born  Jan.  10,  1868;  (3) 
I  Alice  Robbins,  born  Jan.  21,  1870;  (4)  Frederick 
;  W.,  horn  Dec.  5,  1873,  died  Aug.  8,  1875  ;  (5)  Caro- 
:  line  Emily,  born  Dec.  18,  1S83. 

I  HON.  JOHN  B.  WINDSOR,  late  a  well-known 
manufacturer  and  business  man  of  Hartford,  was 
born  in  Wolverhampton,  England,  ]\Iarch  5,  1827, 
;  was  educated  at  Eton  public  schools,  and  at  the 
'  age  of  twenty-one  years  came  to  the  United  States. 
!  FLere  he  entered  upon  the  vocation  of  teaching  as 
!  a  temporary  means  of  earning  his  expenses,  and 
\  in  his  profession  made  his  mark,  in  both  Pennsyi- 
'  vania  and  Kentucky. 

In  i860  Mr.  Windsor  came  to  Connecticut  and 
i  located  at  Windsor  Locks,  where  he  became  treas- 
j  urer  of  the  Farist  &;  Windsor  Steel  Co.,  president 
{  of  the  Windsor  Locks  Savings  Bank,  and  senior 
I  warden  and  treasurer  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  from  its 
\  organization  until  his  removal  to  Hartford,  in  1S77; 
j  he  also  held  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  Farist  Steel 
I  Co.  after  its  removal  to  Bridgeport.  As  a  Repub- 
!  lican,  Mr.  Windsor  was  elected  to  the  State  As- 
,  sembly  in  1876,  and  was  the  first  representative  of 
'  his  party  to  be  sent  from  Windsor  Locks.  Notwith- 
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slatuliiij;'  l!ic  fact  that  Mr.  Wiiulsor  had  largo  cares 
of  his  own  lie  was  frciiuciuly  called  upon  to  care 
for  and  nianai^e  e^lates  under  wills  and  through 
other  siuuces,  so  reiiani  were  the  people  upon  his 
sound  judgment  and  unswerving  integrity,  and  in 
the  lullillinent  of  ilu-.-e  duiies  he  disappointed  no 
one.  Jle  was  a  director  in  the  L'nited  States  Dank, 
was  president  of  the  Hartford  Steam  Co.  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  a  vestryman  of  St.  John's 
Church  at  Hartford,  in  which  cit\  he  resided  sev- 
enteen years,  having  itnrchased  a  dwelling  at  No. 
y2  ^lain  street.  At  this  home  his  lamented  death 
took  place  Ajiril  lo.  1887,  when  he  was  aged  sixty 
years,  lie  left  to  uumrn  his  tieparture  in^  widow, 
now  a  resident  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  who  before 
marriage  was  ^Nliss  Harriet  Farist,  a  sister  of  Joel 
Farist,  of  Bridgeport,  and  two  children:  Grace  \\'., 
widow  of  T.  i!.  Persee ;  and  George,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Farist  Steel  Co.,  of  Bridgeport. 

Mr.  Windsor  was  very  fond  of  books,  and 
spent  a  small  fortune  in  their  purchase.  He  was  re- 
fined and  intelligent,  was  a  pious  and  useful  citi- 
zen, a  devoted  husband,  domestic  in  habits  and  tastes, 
and  was  a  kind  and  indulgent  lather.  His  decease 
will  long  be  mourned  by  his  neighbors  and  business 
acquaintances,  wh.o  held  him  in  their  highest  re- 
gard, and  in  unfeigned  esteem  and  respect. 

Theophilus  B.  Persee,  Jr.,  deceased  husband 
of  Grace  (Windsor)  Persee  (daughter  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  B.  ^^'indsor),  and  ex-alderman  of  the 
Third  ward  of  Hartford,  was  born  in  Johnstown, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  4,  1844,  and  was  of  Irish  descent,  com- 
ing fro'm  one  of  the  best  families  in  the  \vestern 
part  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  His  grandfather  was  a 
man  of  original  and  profound  thought,  had  great 
confidence  in  a  constitutional  form  of  government, 
and  had  considerable  correspondence  with  Gen. 
Washington  on  this  topic,  and  these  letters  from 
Washington  are  still  in  the  Persee  family  in  Ire- 
land. 

T.  B.  Persee,  Sr.,  the  father  of  Alderman  Per- 
see, was  engaged  in  the  paper  business  in  Windsor  j 
Locks  for  a  number  of  years,  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Persee  &  Brooks.  Subsequently  he  gave  up 
the"  manufacturing  of  paper  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  in  that  town.  The  son  succeeded 
to  the  trade,  and  conducted  it  personall}-  until  his 
removal  to  Hartford.  In  1S74  ^Ir.  Persee  was  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly,  representing  the 
town  of  W^indsor  Locks  in  the  Flouse,  and  was  iden- 
tified with  the  legislation  of  the  session  in  a  most 
creditable  manner. 

Theophilus  B.  Persee,  Jr.,  was  elected  a  meml'cr 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  from  the  Third  ward  in 
1894,  being  the  colleague  of  ex-Alderman  Patrick 
INIcGovern.  He  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Water  Works,  and  also  of  the  Claims  committee. 
In  the  Court  of  Common  Council  he  was  watchful 
concerning  public  expenditures,  and  attended  with 
marked  fidelity  to  the  duties  devolving  upon  him. 
Mr.  Persee  was  deeply  interested  in  public  ques- 


!  tions.    He  was  in  favor  of  the  city  owning  the  gas 
I  iilaiii,  and  advanced  the  idea  with  intelligence  and 
'  persistency.    J  Ic  was  also  greailv  interested  in  prob- 
lems pertaining  lo  tl;e  revaluation  of  taxable  piop- 
'  erly  in  the  city.    During  ilie  pa>t  two  years  he  de- 
voted much  tiiiK'  to  ih.e  prejiaralion  of  a  work  cuu- 
I  cerning  the  life  and  works  of   Thomas  Paine.  It 
I  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  Xew  York  publisher.  He 
'  made  an  exhaustive  study  of  Thomas  I'aine,  and  the 
j  result  of  his  inquiries  will  place  the  noted  thinker 
I  of  a  century  ago  in  better  light  with  the  reading 
!  and  thinking  public.    Ex-Alderman  Theophilus  B. 
'  Persee  died  at  liis  home,  Xo.  41  Capitol  avenue,  at 
j  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Jan.  4,  njoo,  after  a 
I  week's  confinement  to  th.e  house.    His  health  had 
!  been  impaired  for  three  years,  and  he  had  consulted 
j  Dr.  !M.  M.  Jcilinson,  who  diagnosed  his  troiii,)le  as 
j  chronic,  caused  by  obstruction  of  the  gall  duct, 
j  At  Air.  Persee's  request  Dr.  Johnson  accompanied 
I  him  to  Xew  York,  where  two  specialists  were  con- 
sulted, and  pronounced  the  diagnosis  of  the  Hart- 
j  ford  surgeon  as  correct.    Ten  days  afterward  an 
operation  was  performed,  from  which  the  patient 
rallied.    Heart  failure  developed  a  day  or  two  later, 
however,  and  the  patient  rapidly  sunk  until  his 
death. 

Mr.  Persee  was  a  communicant  of  St.  John's 
Church,  and  one  of  its  vestrymen.  He  was  mar- 
I  ried  June  24,  1S76,  in  Windsor  Locks,  to  Aliss 
Grace  Windsor,  daugliter  of  the  late  Hon.  John  B. 
Windsor.  She  survives  him  with  two  children, 
John  Windsor  Persee,  who  is  engaged  in  business 
in  Bridgeport;  and  Miss  !Mary  ]Marguerita  Persee, 
who  graduated  from  the  Hartford  Public  High 
School,  class  of  1S99,  classical  course.  One  brother 
and  two  sisters  also  survive  the  deceased.  They  are 
Henry  S.  Persee,  of  Denver,  Col. ;  Mrs.  Anna  Car- 
michael,  of  Johnstown,  X.  Y. ;  and  Mrs.^Mattie  \'an 
Vlett,  of  Chicago.  Air.  Persee  was  a  man  of  high 
personal  instinct  and  uprightness  of  character.  He 
was  a  friend  of  good  government,  and  his  citizenship 
was  deserving  of  emulation.  Pie  was  a  man  of  wide 
intelligence  and  reading,  was  a  student  of  history, 
and  kept  abreast  with  public  interests  and  progress. 

AIR.  AND  AIRS.  ERASTUS  H.  CROSBY.  The 
late  Erastus  Hubbard  Crosby,  who  was  for  many 
years  a  leading  citizen  of  Hartford,  was  born  Alay 
3,  1809,  at  Alontpelier,  \'t.,  of  good  Xew  England 
ancestry.  Among  his  forefathers  were  many  men 
of  high  standing,  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  the  first  to 
preach  a  sermon  in  Connecticut  being  among  them. 

When  our  subject  was  three  years  old  his  father, 
William  Crosb\-,  removed  from  Alontpelier  to  West 
Hartford,  locating  at  Crosby's  Corners,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1831.  Erastus  H.  Crosby  was, 
therefore,  reared  in  this  section,  receiving  a  common- 
school  education,  and  for  some  time  he  taught 
school  in  West  Hartford,  Bloomfield  and  Wethers- 
field.  Later  he  clerked  in  a  wholesale  grocery 
house  in  Boston,  and  then  went  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  to 
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cir^aqc  in  mercantile  businoss.  l"or  sonic  time  l;c  was 
iii"L)u^incss  with  a  broliicr  and  brother-in-law  in  Al- 
abama.   In  1849  he  went  lo  De  S,>io  i'arish,  La.,  to 
cns^agc  in  the  business  of  coiion  and  corn  growing' 
<..n' an  extensive  scale,  in  1807  returning-  to  Hart- 
lord  to  spend  his  remaining  years,    bor  some  time 
he  was  president  of  the  ilartf^rtl  Life  e\:  Amiuily  , 
Co.,  now  the  Hartford  Life  Insurance  Co.,  and  while  : 
tilling  that  position  was  made  president  of  the  birsi; 
National  lUmk.     i'his  position  he  held  nine  years,  j 
and  his  resignation  marked  the  close  of  his  active  ; 
business  career,  his  death  occurring  in  West  Hart-  { 
ford  Dec.  3,  18S5.  He  was  greatly  attached  to  Hart-  | 
lord,  and  was  a  stockholder  in  dirterent  corporations  i 
in  the  city,  including  the  Pheenix  Fire  Insurance  ' 
Co.,  in  which  he  was  a  director.    Lie  was  a  man  of  i 
^vondcrful  powers  of  perception  as  a  financier,  and  j 
did  a  great  deal   of  ;  dvising,   his   counsel   being  1 
sought  by  people  of  the  highest  standing  in  the 
bnsiness  world.    Lie  was  of  a  generous  and  benev-  \ 
olent  disposition,  honored  by  all  who  knew  him,  j 
and,  sociallv,  lie  and  his  wife  were  much  esteemed,  j 
On  March  14.  1867,  ]\Ir.  Crosby  married  ^vliss  j 
Isabella  ^'.   ]\IcCormack,  who   was  born  in   Xow  i 
York  City,  on  Crosby  street,  and  is  now  living  at  i 
her  pleasant  home,  No.  785  Asylum  avenue,  Llart- 
ford,  made  sacred  by  the  memories  of  their  long  ! 
married  life.    She  is  a  member  of  the  Asylum  Hill,  j 
Congregational  Church,  to  which  'Mr.  Crosby  also  i 
belonged,  and  to  which  he  gave  liberally,  and  for  j 
years  her  active  aid  has  been  gi\"en  to  the  work  of  | 
the  Ladies  Society,  the  Children's  Aid  Society,  and  | 
other  philanthropic  organizations.  j 

JOSEPLI  AUSTIN  KILBOURN,  M.  D.,  a  | 
leading  medical  practitioners  of  Hartford,  is  a  ! 
native  of  Connecticut,  born  Nov.  i,  i860,  in  Glas-  \ 
tonbury,  Hartford  county,  and  is  a  member  of  an  ; 
honored  old  New  England  family.  : 

(I)  Thomas  Kilbourn,  the  common  ancestor  of  ' 
all  the  Killx)urns  in  this  country,  was  born  in  1578 
at  Wood  Ditton,  Cambridgeshire,  England.  His 
wife's  name  was  Frances.    On  April  15,  1635,  with 
a  portion  of  his  family,  he  set  sail  on  the  ship  ''In- 
crease" for  America,  settling  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  \ 
where  he  died  in  1639.    He  was  a  member  of  the  ; 
Church  of  England.  [ 

(II)  John  Kilbourn  (son  of  the  above),  bap-  ' 
tized  at  Wood  Ditton,  England,  Sept.  29,  1624,  was 
ten  years  old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Wethersfield.    In  1650  he  married  Naomi,  who  died 
Oct.  I,  1659,  '^'''2  mother  of  three  children:  John,  ; 
Thomas  and  Naomi.    For  his  second  wife  he  mar-  < 
ried  Sarah  Bronson.    He  died  April  9,  1703,  and  in  ' 
his  death  Wethersfield  lost  a  man  very  prominent 
in  the  military  and  political  affairs  of  the  locality  | 
in  the  far-awav  beginning  of  American  civilization. 

(III)  John  Kilbourn  (son  of  the  above),  born 
Feb.  15,  165 1,  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  died  Nov.  25, 

1-    He  married  ^larch  4,  1673,  Susannah,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Hills.    He  settled  in  Glastonbury, 
14  * 


Coim,. :  w  as  salesman  101)3-1708;  constable,  lOyO- 
1705;  and  grand  juror,  1095,  1700  and  1703.  His 
first  wife  died  in  October,  J701,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  weddetl,  .May  IJ,  1702,  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Je>hn  -Mitchell,  of  Hartford. 

{IV )  Abraham  Kilbourn  (son  of  the  above,  and 
the  great-great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Kil- 
l>onrn)  was  born  Aug.  25,  1691,  in  Glastonbury, 
Conn.,  and  died  in  1770.  Lie  was  constable  of  that 
town  some  seven  years  ;  lister,  seven  years ;  town 
treasurer,  three  years;  selectman,  eighteen  years; 
representative,  1721,  1730  and  1756.  He  was  thrice 
married,  first  time  June  5,  1712,  to  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Mitchell,  of  Hartford.  She  died  Oct. 
3,  1719,  the  mother  of  children  as  follows:  ^Mitchell, 
Abraham,  and  Elizabeth.  For  his  second  wife  he 
wedded  ]\Iary,  daughter  e  f  Samuel  Tudor,  of  Wind- 
sor, Conn.  She  died  Aug.  5,  1751,  and  for  his  third 
wife  he  married  Abigail  House. 

(\')  Joseph  Kilbourn  (son  of  the  above,  and  the 
great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Kilbourn)  was  born  Jan. 
14,  1723,  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  died  June  11, 
1790.  He  was  a  lister,  1748-1759;  surveyor,  1752, 
1762  and  1770.  On  ]\larch  i,  1744,  he  married 
3>lary,  daughter  of  Joseph  LloUister,  and  children  as 
follows  were  born  to  them :  Mary,  Ann,  Abigail, 
Nancy,  IMabel,  Abraham  and  Joseph. 

(VI)  Joseph  Kilbourn  (son  of  the  above,  and 
the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Kilbourn)  was  born  April 
I,  1765,  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  died  ]\lay  14, 
185 1.  He  was  twice  married,  first  time  April  4, 
1793,  to  Hannah,  daughter  of  Philip  Sellew.  She 
died  Jan.  23,  1826,  and  he  married  (second)  ^lay 
22,  1832,  Onnor  House.  Children  born  to  Joseph 
Kilbourn:  Austin,  Sophia,  Ogden,  Eliza  and 
Llorace. 

(VTI)  Horace  Kilbourn  (son  of  the  above,  and 
the  father  of  Dr.  Kilbourn  J  was  born  Nov.  11, 
1809,  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1868.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  In  1858  he  married 
Mary  Young,  and  by  her  had  children  as  follows : 
Joseph  A.,  John  and  Rosella. 

(VIII)  Joseph  A.  Kilbourn  (son  of  the  above), 
the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  passed  his  earlier 
school  clays  in  California,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  entered  St.  John's  College,  Fordham,  N.  Y. 
For  some  time  afterward  he  was  in  business  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  as  general  agent  for  the  Manhattan 
Life  Insurance  Co.  In  1894  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Baltimore,  ^Md.,  graduating  therefrom  in 
April,  1897,  after  which  he  attended  lectures  at 
Sloane  }ilaternity  Hospital,  New  York.  In  1897 
he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Llartford, 
and  has  met  with  w-ell-merited  success.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  State,  County  and  City  Medical  So- 
cieties, and  is  affiliated  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the 
Degree  of  Llonor,  and  the  Maccabees. 

In  Hartford,  Jan.  6,  1884,  Dr.  Kilbourn  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  A.  Dooley,  daugh- 
ter of  Timothy  Dooley,  of  that  city,  and  six  chil- 
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dicii  have  been  born  to  ihoni,  their  names  and  dates 
ui  birih  being  as  follows:  lloraec  Ogden,  Jnne  i", 
1885:  Joseph,  C)et.  8,  1887:  Austin,  Ajiril  5,  i8Si); 
Jonathan,  Jan.  _',  1891;  Urrin  i'aul,  Sept.  3,  1S93; 
and  Lonstanee  Mary,  Xov.  29,  1895. 

RE\'.  JOIiX  TAYLOR  IIUX'JMXGTOX, 
rector  of  St.  James'  I'roiestant  Episcopal  Cliurch, 
Hartford,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  Jan.  30, 
1S30,  at  Xew  Milford,  of  old  English  ancestry,  who 
in  early  times  settled  in  Xoruich,  Conn.,  and  the 
first  of  whoiu  in  this  country  was  one  of  the  sign- 
ers of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Our  subject's  paternal  great-great-grandfather, 
great-grandfather,  grandfather  and  father  were 
all  named  Enoch.  The  great-grandfather  was  pas- 
tor of  a  church  in  Miildletown,  Conn.,  for  fifty  years, 
being  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State.  The  grand- 
father was  a  criminal  lawyer  of  note  in  ^Nliddletown. 
The  father  was  born  at  ]\Iiddletown,  received  his 
education  there  and  at  Yale  College,  and  subse- 
quently became  rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
New  Milford,  remaining  in  that  incumbency  twenty- 
two  years.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  sev- 
enty-five, leaving  the  record  of  a  hard-working, 
faithful  laborer  in  the  Master's  vineyard.  He  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Taylor,  niece  of  Nathaniel  Taylor,  of 
Yale  College,  and  seven  children  were  born  to  them, 
five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  John  T.,  our  subject; 
Samuel  G. ;  Sophia,  wife  of  Theodore  D.  Beardsley, 
of  Bridgeport ;  ^Nlary  G.,  wife  of  Rev.  James  E. 
Cooley;  and  Sarah,  living  with  our  subject.  The 
mother  died  in  1S95,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years. 

The  subject  proper  of  this  sketch  received  a 
liberal  education,  in  part  at  the  common  and  high 
schools  of  New  ^lilford,  in  part  at  Irinity  College, 
Hartford,  from  which  latter  institution  he  gradu- 
ated in  1850,  taking  the  Valedictory.  In  1853  he 
graduated  from  the  General  Theological  Seminary, 
New  York.  His  first  labor  in  the  church  was  as 
assistant  minister  of  St.  James'  Episcopal  Church, 
Philadelphia,  where  he  served  three  years  in  that 
capacity;  from  1856  to  1862  he  was  first  rector  of 
St.  John's,  New  Haven,  Conn;  from  1863  to  1864 
was  rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Great  Bar- 
rington.  Mr.  Huntington  then,  in  1864,  accepted 
the  professorship  of  Greek  in  Trinity  College,  Hart- 
ford, and  in  the  following  year  organized  a  Sun- 
day-school which  developed  into  the  Church  of  the 
Incarnation,  but  retired  from  that  incumbency  in 
1870.  Eight  years  later,  in  February,  1878,  he  was 
recalled  to  the  rectorship,  and  about  the  same  time 
resigned  the  chair  of  Greek  in  Trinity  College,  in 
order  that  he  might  the  better  be  enabled  to  devote 
his  entire  time  to  church  work,  though  no  salary  is 
attached  to  the  -  function.  Mr.  Huntington  is  the 
third  rector,  and  is  justly  proud  of  the  church  which 
is  the  outgrowth  of  the  Sunday-school  organized  in 
1866,  by  himself  (when  he  was  professor  in  the 
college),  assisted  by  a  band  of  students  as  teachers. 


Its  original  name  "Church  of  the  Icarnation,"  was 
changed  in  187S  for  convenience  sake  to  "St.  James' 
Church,"  a  new  ix'irish  having  been  organized.  The 
congregation,  which  is  numerous,  embracing  as  it 
does  some  300  families,  is  composed  largely  of  peo- 
ple living  in  the  tenement  houses.  Mr.  Huntington 
is  the  second  oldest  pastor  in  the  city,  and  the  only 
one  to  organize  his  own  church.  In  addition  to  his 
regular  clerical  duties,  he  cnjovs  missionary  work; 
has  always  preached  on  Sundavs;  was  in  charge  of 
Christ  Church,  Hartford,  three  years;  and  had 
charge  of  Christ  Church  West  Hartford,  three  years  ; 
and  has  a  thriving  Sunday-chool,  of  which  he  is  su- 
perintendent, with  some  twenty  assistants,  his  daugh- 
ter Charlotte  being  among  the  number.  In  addi- 
tion to  all  this  he  is  president  of  the  Children's  Aid 
Society  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

In  1856,  at  Norwich,  Rev.  John  T.  Huntington 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabetli  T.  ^\'illiams, 
of  X'orwich,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Erastus  and  Eliza- 
beth (Tracy)  Williams,  the  former  of  whom,  a 
woolen  manufacturer,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years ;  the  latter,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Col.  Elisha 
Tracy,  passed  away  when  fifty-six  years  old.  They 
had  two  children,  both  now  deceased.  To  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Huntington  were  born  four  children,  two 
of  whom  are  yet  living:  (i)  Harwood,  a  graduate 
•of  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  now  a  lawyer  in  New 
York;  and  (2)  Charlotte  E.,  living  at  home.  The 
mother  of  these  was  called  from  earth  in  1887,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  Mr.  Eluntington  is  a 
member  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  fraternity.  Faith- 
ful to  that  duty  which  lies  nearest,  his  exhortations 
to  right  living  are  more  effective  than  any  mere 
glittering  eloquence  could  be,  the  quiet  but  powerful 
force  of  example  adding  weight  to  precept. 

^lAJOR  EDWARD  V.  PRESTON,  Superin- 
tendent of  Agencies  of  the  Travelers  Insurance  Co., 
of  Hartford,  is  a  member  of  one  of  tlie  oldest  fam- 
ilies of  New  England.  The  name  v.^as  made  con- 
spicuous for  patriotism  during  the  Revolution, 
twenty-five  of  its  representatives  having  served  in 
the  army,  as  shown  on  the  list  of  Revolutionary 
soldiers  published  by  Connecticut. 

The  immediate  ancestors  of  our  subject  were 
caily  settlers  in  Tolland  county,  Conn.,  and  his 
great-grandfather,  grandfather  and  father  were 
residents  of  the  town  of  Willington,  Tolland  Co., 
Conn.,  all  successively  residing  in  the  old  Preston 
licmestead,  where  our  svtbject  was  born,  he  being 
of  the  fourth  generation  there.  The  first  of  the 
name  in  this  country,  Roger  Preston,  was  born  in 
1614,  and  in  1635  his  name  is  recorded  as  a  resident 
in  Ipswich,  ^lass.,  but  in  1659  or  1660  he  removed 
to  Salem,  iMass.  He  died  Jan.  20,  1666,  and  his 
widow,  ^Martha,  was  married,  May  21,  1666,  to 
X'icholas  Holt.  Soon  after  her  second  marriage  she 
and  her  husband  removed  to  Andover,  Mass.,  taking 
tv.o  of  her  sons,  Samuel  and  Jacob  Preston,  and 
leaving  another,  Thomas  Preston,  in  Salem. 
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(II)  Samuel  Proslon,  born  in  Ipswioli  about 
1651,  was  aliout  tit'iccn  M'ars  I'Kl  al  the  linic  of  ihc 
removal  to  Aiukivcr.  (  h\  .May  j~.  I'lji.  lie  mar- 
ried Susannali  (.iuttcrson.  wbo  ibcl  Dec.  1710. 

(III)  Jacob  i'roslon,  wiili  two  linithcrs.  J(.hn 
i{ud  Benjamin,  was  in  Wiiulham,  Conn.,  in  17.23- 
^4,  and  unitcil  with  llic  churcli  of  Canada  Parish, 
Windham  village,  about  that  time,  lie  was  mar- 
ried, on  June  1702,  in  Andover,  to  Sarah  Wil- 
son, and  had  a  son,  Benjamin. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Preston,  the  ancestor  of  the 
Willington  Prestons,  was  born  on  the  20th  of  April 
or  May,  1705,  and  was  married,  May  5.  17.27.  to 
Deborah  Holt,  of  Canada  Parish,  Windham  Co., 
Conn.  He  an.d  his  wife  died  the  same  hour,  Xov. 
J26,  1784.  and  were  buried  in  the  same  grave,  at 
Willington,  Connecticut. 

(V)  Darius  Preston  was  born  at  Willington 
Hollow  in  1 73 1,  and  died  there  ^lay  30,  iSji,  aged 
ninety  years.  On  Xov.  15,  1759,  he  married  Han- 
nah Fisk,  who  died  Jan.  12,  1813,  aged  seventy-two. 
They  had  eleven  children,  as  follows:  (i)  Han- 
nah was  born  Aug.  23,  1760.  (2)  A  son,  unnamed, 
died  twenty-four  hours  after  birth.  (  3)  Sarah  was 
born  March  3,  1764.  ^  (4)  Timothy  Nye  died  in 
Troy,  N.  Y. ;  he  had  five  children,  who  died  in 
Richfield,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  (5)  Darius,  Jr.,  was 
"born  Dec.  18,  1766,  married  Naomi  Hibbard,  and 
■died  April  i,  1845,  aged  seventy-eight,  in  Hanover, 
Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.  (6)  Joshua  was  born  Sept. 
.25,  1768,  and  died  Nov.  i,  181 1  :  he  married  Sarah 
Holt  Hampton,  and  had  two  children,  Florenda  and 
Austin.  (7)  Jernsha  was  born  Jtme  18,  1770,  died 
July  13,  1792.  (8)  Chloe  was  born  Feb.  11,  1772, 
married  Luke  Fenton,  and  died  at  Corinth,  N.  Y., 
June  9,  1841,  leaving  three  children,  Weltha,  Luke 
and  Orrin.  (9)  Eunice  was  born  July  16,  177S, 
married  Elijah  Nye,  and  died  Oct.  17.  1S07,  leaving 
four  children,  Polly,  Jerusha,  Crocker  and  Phebe. 
( 10)  Deborah  married  Abel  Johnson,  and  died  Oct. 
14,  1857.  (11)  Amos  is  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent. 

(VI)  Amos  Preston  was  born  Feb.  8,  1782,  and 
died  Oct.  6,  1864.  On  Sept.  4,  1804,  he  married 
]\Iartha  ("Patty")  Taylor,  who  was  born  Feb.  8, 
1782,  and  died  Dec.  7,  i860.  Her  father,  Thomas 
Taylor,  died  x-Xpril  5,  181 5,  aged  sixty-three  years. 
.Amos  and  Martha  Preston  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: (i)  Almira  was  born  Aug.  6,  1805.  (2) 
Salina  was  born  Dec.  22,  1806,  at  Richfield,  N.  Y., 
was  married,  ]March  23,  1829,  to  Origen  Hall,  and 
bad  one  daughter,  Justina.  (3)  Sylvester  T.  was 
born  Aug.  5,  1808,  was  married,  Sept.  16,  1833,  to 
Fear  Glazier,  and  had  four  children,  Charles  T., 
Helen  M.,  Herbert  G.  and  Francis  Wayland.  (4) 
Florenda  was  born  Feb.  19,  1810.  (5)  Olivia  was 
"born  Oct.  5,  181 1.    (6)  Joshua  was  born  Julv  15, 

1813.^ 

(VII)  Joshua  Preston,  born  July  15,  1813,  in 
Willington  Hollow,  died  March  18,  1900,  at  his 
'borne  in  the  Goodwin  building,  Haynes  street,  Hart- 


I  ford.  As  a  boy  he  learned  the  tanner's  trade,  his 
father  and  other  members  of  the  familv  being  inter- 
'  esled  in  that  business,  and  in  1857  he  went  to  Hart- 
I  ford,  where  lie  held  for  the  ne.xt  ten  yeafs  a  re- 
I  sponsible  jxjsition  with  1'.  Jewell  &  Sons,  the  pred- 
j  ecessors  of  the  Jewell  Belting  Co.  In  1S79  he  re- 
moved to  Chicago  to  take  a  similar  position  with 
his  son,  the  late  Capt.  E.  B.  Preston,  but  he  re- 
turned to  Hartford  in  1S95  to  live  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  W.  Chapin  Hunt,  with  whom  he  had 
made  his  home.  ]\Ir.  Preston  had  been  in  feeble 
healtli,  and  was  somewhat  affected  by  the  death, 
the  previous  -  week,  of  his  son-in-law,  Capt.  W. 
(.'hapin  Hunt.  Joshua  Preston  passed  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  the  vicinity  of  Willington.  He 
built  and  occupied  the  house  at  the  "Hollow"  now 
owned  by  G.  \\'.  Ide,  and  was  for  many  years  fore- 
man at  the  tannery  there,  owned  and  carried  on  by 
his  eldest  brother,  the  late  Hon.  S.  T.  Preston. 
For  a  time  he  lived  in  Westford,  being  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  hotel  in  the  village,  and  also  of  Lin- 
coln tannery.  He  was  for  many  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Willington,  and  was 
a  decided  Democrat  in  his  political  views.  Plis 
strong  temperance  principles,  which  were  early  es- 
poused, and  his  independent  way  of  thought  and 
action,  as  well  as  his  indifterence  to  office  holding, 
prevented  his  receiving  any  particular  honors  from 
his  party,  then  often  in  power  in  the  town.  He 
was  fond  of  music,  and  was  a  rival  of  the  late 
Plon.  L.  P.  Waldo,  in  Tolland,  in  the  way  of  play- 
ing on  the  double-bass  viol  in  the  church  of  which 
he  was  a  member. 

On  ]\Iarch  3,  1835,  Joshua  Preston  was  mar- 
ried, by  Rev.  Horace  A.  W^ilcox,  to  Caroline  El- 
dredge,  daughter  of  Ariel  and  Betsey  (Dimock) 
Eldredge.  She  was  born  Feb.  6,  1816,  in  Willing- 
ton, and  died  April  27,  1882,  in  Chicago,  111.,  her 
remains  being  taken  to  Hartford  and  interred  in 
Cedar  Hill  cemetery.  They  had  seven  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living :  ( i )  Burtren  D.  Preston,  born 
in  Willington  Hollow  Jan.  28,  1836,  died  Nov.  13, 
1898,  and  was  buried  at  Colchester,  Conn.  He  was 
married,  Jan.  7,  1863,  at  Colchester,  Conn.,  to  E. 
Elizabeth  Latham,  who  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Conn.. 
April  3,  1834,  daughter  of  Deacon  Amos  S.  Latham, 
of  Colchester.  One  son,  Bertie,  was  born  to  them 
July  2,  1868,  in  Colchester,  and  died  there  July  23, 
1868.  (2)  }*Iajor  Edward  V.  Preston  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below.  (3)  Albert  B.  Preston,  born 
Feb.  10,  1842,  in  Westford,  Conn.,  was  married,  at 
iNIeriden,  Conn.,  ^^lay  10,  1871,  by  Rev.  O.  T.  Walk- 
er, to  ]\Iartha  B.  Lewis,  who  was  born  in  Hartford 
March  27,  1840,  the  daughter  of  Walter  Lewis.  (4) 
Capt.  Everett  B.  Preston,  born  in  Willington  Hol- 
low Sept.  12,  1843,  died  in  Chicago,  III,  April  27, 
1895.  He  was  married,  at  Hartford,  Dec.  6,"  1865, 
by  R.  Turnbull,  D.  D.,  to  Ellen  H.  Allen,  who  was 
born  in  Hartford  March  20,  1843,  daughter  of 
William  G.  Allen.  They  had  two  children — Ellen 
Allen,  born  Sept.  5,  1870,  at  Chicago,  111.,  died 
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luly  (>,  i!^7t.  ami  was  biuioil  in  IlartforJ;  Mar-  \ 
pioritc  was  horn  June  17,  ^^74.  liica-o.  (,5)  I 
J-:sto!lo  R.  rrc^ioii,' born  at  \Villins;tun  JloUow  Dec.  \ 

1S47.  was  niarrioil.  in  the  First  Baptist  clutrch  | 
ot"'llartt<-inl,  (.  >oi.  7,  iSi").  l)y  Dr.  X.  J.  i'.urton,  to  i 
Capt.  William  L'liapin  Hunt,  a  >on  of  William  Clark  ! 
Jlnnl,  oi  (.'ovcnirv,  Conn.    Capt.  Hunt  was  1m. rn  in  | 
Coventry,  Conn.,' April  22,  i83>).  and  aie.l  .March  i 
15,  H)oo.    (O)  Jusiina  H.  IVcstun,  b.M'n  in  Willin--  I 
ton  l  loll.  nv  Sept.  I  J.  1849.  died  in  Hartford  April  | 
^o,  1881.    She  was  married,  in  Hartford,  Oct.  6, 
1870.  by  K.  Turnbull,  D.  D.,  to  lien.  Wallace  T. 
Fenn.  who  was  born  in  New  Haven  Dec.  30,  1848, 
son  of  Apollos  Fenn,  of  Hartford.    I'hey  had  two 
children,  of  wliom  Charles  Wallace  Fenn,  born  Dec. 
18.  1871.  in  tiartford,  was  married,  Oct.  J3,  i8y5, 
in  Wetherstkld.  Conn.,  to  Carolyn  E.  Dix ;  Fred- 
erick P.  Fenn,  born  July  3,  1876,  in  Hartford,  was 
married,  Sejit.  27.  i8i,ig,  at  Wethersheld,  Conn.,  to 
Charlotte  Mav  Daniels,  of  Flartford,  born  Dec.  13, 
1877.    (7)  George  E.  Preston,  born  in  Willington 
Flollow  Dec.  12,  iS^i.  was  married,  in  Ann  Arbor. 
Mich.,  Oct.  II,  1S7V,  by  Rev.  George  Duftield,  to 
IMinnie  E.  Parish,  who  was  born  at  ^^lanitowoc, 
Wis.,  June  23,  1856,  daughter  of  Isaac  H.  Parish, 
of  Grand  Rapids,  "^Mich.  '"They  had  three  children, 
all  born  in  Chicago,  111.:    Bessie  E.,  Jan.  13,  1879; 
Howard   Eldredge,   Dec.   24,    18S3 ;   and  Robert 
Duane,  Aug.  13,  18S6. 

(Vlii)  ^Nlajor  Edward  A'.  Preston  was  born 
June  I,  1837,  in  Willington  Hollow,  and  removed  to 
Hartford  in  1S50,  to  engage  in  mercantile  pursuits. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Griswold,  Griffin  &  Co.,  but  on  April 
22,  1861,  he  volunteered  temporary  assistance  as  a 
clerk  in  the  adjutant-general's  office  under  Gen.  J. 
D.  Williams.  In  July  Col.  Orris  S.  Ferry  of  the  5th 
Connecticut,  who  was  the  organizer,  requested  the 
appointment  of  ^Ir.  Preston  as  quartermaster  of 
the  command.  On  July  17  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment, being  given  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant 
and  regimental  quartermaster,  and  he  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  A'olunteer  serv- 
ice July  23.  In  September,  1861,  he  was  de- 
tailed by  Col.  Dudley  Donnelly,  and  afterward  by 
Gens.  G.  H.  Gordon  and  A.  S.  Williams,  to  be 
acting  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  ist  Brigade, 
Gen.  Bank's  division,  and  retained  the  position  until 
Jan.  I,  1862,  when  he  returned  to  his  old  place  in 
the  5th  Connecticut.  In  ^larch,  1862,  Lieut.  Pres- 
ton was  detailed  as  an  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of 
Gen.  Ferry,  who  had  received  a  brigadier's  commis- 
sion. During  a  part  of  the  time  until  Feb.  19,  1863, 
he  was  acting  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  division. 
On  that  date  he  was  commissioned  by  President  Lin- 
coln as  "additional  pavmaster,  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, with  the  rank  of  major,"  and  this  position 
he  held  until  July  31,  1865,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  3*Iillions  of 
dollars  passed  through  ]\Iajor  Preston's  hands  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  his  account  squared  to  a  cent  in 


the  final  settlement  with  the  Crovernmer.t,  After 
the  close  of  the  war  .Major  I 'region  at  oticc  entered 
the  service  of  the  Travelers'  Insvuance  Co.,  of  ilart- 
and  after  working  two  years  as  special  agent 
was  appointed  superintendent  of  agencies,  a  positiun 
which  he  has  since  held  continuously.  The  duties 
of  this  office  recjuire  executive  ability  of  a  high 
order,  and  in  diseliarging  them  he  has  visited  every 
section  eif  the  L'niled  States,  Canada  and  Mexico. 
His  career  from  the  outset  has  been  one  of  honor 
and  integrity,  and  he  is  regarded  throughout  the 
country  with  the  utmost  esteem  antl  respect. 

Major  Preston  i>  a  member  of  the  \"eteran  As- 
sociation of  the  5th  Connecticut,  and  of  Robert  O. 
Tyler  Post,  G.  A.  ]\.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  $10,000  fund  owned  bv  the  post.  He  is  a 
member  and  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institution,  at  Sul'field,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convention,  and  secretary,  treasurer  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Baptist  Social  Union  of  the  State.  He 
has  been  treasurer  for  twenty-nine  years  of  the 
Asylum  Avenue  Baptist  Society  in  Hartford.  In 
1898  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Connecticut 
branch  of  the  American  Forestry  Association.  He 
is  a  strong  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  served 
in  the  common  council  and  as  alderman  from  the 
Second  (now  Tenth)  ward. 

On  Sept.  9,  1S63,  ]\Iajor  Preston  was  married  to 
Clara  ]M.,  daughter  of  the  late  John  G.  Litchfield, 
of  Hartford,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren: Harry  Edward,  born  Sept.  27,  1864,  at  Hart- 
ford, died  x\pril  7,  1893,  at  San  Antonio,  Texas; 
he  was  for  a  few  years  an  emplove  of  the  Travelers 
Co.  Evelyn  Wallace  was  born  April  9,  1S67. 

Among  3*Iajor  Preston's  most  cherished  posses- 
sions are  the  original  conveyance  of  the  old  home- 
stead and  tannery  at  the  Flollow  from  Lemuel  Ol- 
cott  to  Darius  Preston,  consideration  £75,  dated 
Jan.  2,  1771,  "the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of 
George  HI,"  and  acknowledged  before  Abner  Par- 
ker, justice  of  peace,  Flartford,  and  the  original 
subscription-list  for  a  town  library  in  Willington, 
dated  Feb.  6,  1800,  both  turned  over  to  him  by  his 
cousin,  Charles  T.  Preston,  Esq.,  of  Willington. 
Rev.  Hubbell  Loomis,  father  of  Prof.  Loomis,  of 
Yale  College,  is  among  the  signers.  Another  price- 
less relic  is  the  Dowder-horn  that  once  belonged  to 
Darius  Preston,  bearing  the  date  1771. 

3,Iajor  Preston  is  descended  in  the  maternal  line 
from  the  Eldredge  and  Hinckley  families,  long 
prominent  in  New  England.  Ariel  Eldredge,  his 
grandfather,  was  born  April  28,  1791,  and  died 
Sept.  15,  1849  (according  to  a  letter  of  Henry  El- 
dredge, of  New  York,  dated  April  20,  1894)  ;  his 
wife,  Betsey  Dimock,  was  born  Jan.  29,  1795,  and 
died  in  Ixlarch,  1873.  Her  father,  Shubael  Dimock, 
was  born  Oct.  4,  1757,  married  Jan.  23,  1789,  died 
i  March  8,  1828;  her  mother,  Elizabeth  Wright,  born 
July  31,  1769,  died  Aug.  10,  1837.  From  Mrs. 
'  Jeremiah  Flaley,  of  Flartford,  the  following  account 
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<.f  tlic  cliildicn  of  Ariel  EUlrodqc  and  wife  was 
<)})taiiiccl :  ( I  )  Caroline,  boi-n  Feb.  6,  iSiO,  married 
loslma  Preston.  (2)  Ira  Diniock,  born  March  19, 
*i8iS,  died  Oct.  17,  1S41  (copied  from  gravestone). 
(3)  Wealthy  jane,  born  June  4,  i8_'o,  married  John 
Jlenry  Holmes  in  October,  1841,  and  died  in  April, 
185 1.  'Jliey  had  two  children — Julia  Isadore,  born 
in  I\'bruary,  1S45.  married  a  'Mr.  Dilworlh  ;  and  a 
son,  uiniamed,  died  in  childb.o<,)d.  (4)  Elizabeth, 
born  April  3,  i8j2,  died  April  21,  1851.  On  Sept. 
•25.  1S39,  she  married  Lucius  Fisk,  who  was  born 
in  181 3,  and  died  April  I,  1874.  They  had. five  chil- 
ilrcji- -Theodore  D.,  born  Sept.  20,  18.10:  Jane  Eliz- 
abeth, Oct.  30,  1841;  Eugene  D.,  Jan.  14.  1S44; 
Eniilv  Ann,  Aug.  21,  1849;  '^"d  Ella  Lavonnc,  April 
7,  1852  (died  Aug.  14,  1864).  (5)  Sophronia,  born 
Aprif  8,  1S26,  died  Oct.  15,  1S59,  i"  London,  On- 
tario. On  April  28,  1851,  she  married  Xorman 
Holt,  son  of  Gen.  Origen  Holt,  member  of  Congress, 
of  Willingiun.  (6)  Thebe  R.,  born  Jan.  13,  1S29, 
ciicd  March  4,  1S65,  at  W'illimantic.  (7)William  W., 
born  Jan.  14,  1832,  died  July  12,  1854,  aged  twenty- 
two.    (8)  Henry,  born  June  16,  1835,  is  still  living. 

The  following  was  supplied  by  Judge  Leonard 
>rorse,  items  taken  from  a  book  belonging  to 
Thomas  S.  Weaver,  of  Hartford,  compiled  by  his 
father: 

"Elder  Thomas  Dimmock  was  of  Dorchester, 
1635:  selectman  that  year;  freeman,  ]^Iay  25,  1636. 
Hingham,  1638;  Scituate,  1639.  Removed  to  Barn- 
stable 'Slay,  1639;  one  of  the  grantees.  Ordaining 
elder  of  ^Ir.  Lathrop's  church  Aug.  7,  1659.  Flis 
wife  was  Ann  (Hammond?),  who  was  living  in 
1683.  Children:  (1)  Timotliy.  (H)  ^lehitable 
married  Richard  Child.  (HI)  Shubael  married 
Joanna  Borsley,  daughter  of  John  Borsley,  of  Barn- 
stable. Shubael  died  in  ^lansfield.  Conn.,  Oct.  29, 
1732,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  Fie  resided  in  the 
fortification  house  built  by  his  father,  which  stood 
near  the  present  house  of  ^Ir.  Isaac  Davis,  in  Barn- 
stable. It  was  a  two-story  building  about  twenty 
feet  square,  the  lower  story  of  stone,  and  the  upper 
■of  wood.  This  house  was  taken  down  about  1800. 
The  children  of  Deacon  Shubael  Diniock  (or  Dim- 
mock)  and  his  wife,  Joanna  Borsley,  were:  (i) 
Capt.  Thomas,  born  'in  Barnstable  April,  1664,  was 
captain  of  a  company  of  soldiers  and  was  killed 
Sept.  9,  1697,  in  an  engagement  with  Eastern  In- 
dians and  French;  his  wife.  Desire,  survived  him 
with  five  children ;  she  afterward  married  John 
Thacher,  Jr.,  of  Yarmouth.  (2)  John,  born  1666, 
married  Elizabeth  Lumbard,  and  had  nine  children. 
(3)  Timothy  was  born  ]\Iarch,  1668.  (4)  Shubael 
was  born  February,  1673,  married  Tabitha  Lathrop, 
and  had  five  children.  (5)  Joseph,  born  September, 
i^j7.^.  was  married  to  Lydia,  daughter  of  Deacon 
John  Fuller,  and  had  eight  children,  born  in  Barn- 
.*tal)Ie.  (6)  ]\Ichitab'e.  of  whom  no  record  is  given. 
(7)  Benjamin  was  born  IMarch,  1680,  removed 
to  Mansfield  with  his  father.  (8;  Joanna  was  born 
:March,    1682,   and   removed   to    INIansfield.  (9) 


I  Thankful  was  born  November.  1684.  and  removed 
I  to  Mansfiekl."  The  name  Diniock  is  variously 
spelled  in  this  country,  but  Diniock  is  the  most 
modern.  Ii  originates  from  Dymolce,  in  England. 
I  •'The  History  nl  the  Ancient  ami  Xoblc  I-"amily  of 
1  Marmion  (or  D_\-moke)  ;  their  singular  oflice  of 
I  King's  Champion,  etc.,"  by  Sir  T.  C.  llanks,  was 
i  pubiished  in  1817,  is  very  rare,  and  contains  the 
i  full  pedigree  of  the  Dymoke  family.  See  Scott's 
j  ■"Marmion'"  also. 

1  The  Ilinckley-Eldredge  descent  is  given  as  fol- 
i  lows  :  '"HIXCKLEY  appears  to  be  an  ancient  name 
i  in  England.  "There  is  a  town  called  Hincklev  in 
the  Couutv  of  Leicester,  about  one  hundred  miles 
northeast  from  London.  John  de  Hinkele  was  higli- 
sheriff  of  StalTordsliire  in  the  first,  second,  third 
and  fourth  years  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III  (13-/- 
1330)  [Shaw's  Staft'ordshire,  page  35].  John 
Hinckley,  esquire,  is  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Hugh, 
earl  of  Stafford,  in  1385.  Arms  in  Burke's  "General 
Armory:"  'T\'r  pale  indented,  argent  and  gules. 
Crest:'  On  a  ducal  coronet,  or.  a  star  of  twelve 
points,  proper."  It  is  not  known  whether  the  fam- 
ilv  here  is  entitled  to  those  arms  or  not. 

Samuel  Hinckley,  of  Tenterden,  Kent.  England, 
came  to  Xew  England  with  his  wife  Sarah  and  four 
children  in  the"  ship  "Hercules,"  of  Sandwich, 
which  sailed  about  March,  1634.  He  first  set- 
tled in  Scituate.  and  by  the  early  records  it 
appears  that  his  wife  joined  the  church  there 
Aug.  16,  1635.  He  removed  with  liis  fam- 
ily to  Barnstable  in  1639  [From  'Tlistory  ot 
j  the  Hinckley  Family,"  pamphlet,  in  Connecticut  His- 
torical Society].  According  to  another  account  he 
was  one  of  those  who  accompanied  ^Ir.  Lothrop 
to  Boston  in  the  "Griffin,"  arriving  Sept.  18,  1634. 
Some  of  the  first  settlers  of  Scituate  and  Barn- 
I  stable  were  men  of  education  and  easy  fortune, 
who  had  left  homes  altogether  enviable,  save  in  the 
single  circumstance  of  the  abridgement  of  their  re- 
ligious liberty.  The  "men  of  Kent"  are  duly  cele- 
brated in  English  history  as  men  of  gallantry,  loyal- 
ty and  courtly  manners.  X'asall,  Hatherly,  Cudwortli, 
f  ilden,  Flinckley,  and  others,  had  been  accustomed 
to  the  elegancies  of  life  in  England.  They  were 
men  eminently  qualified  for  transacting  not  only  the 
municipal  concerns  of  the  settlements,  but  for  taking 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  the  government  of 
the  colony.  [ [Moore's  "Governors  of  Xew  Plymouth 
and  IMassacliusetts  Bay."  published  184S.] 

From  Josiah  Flinckley.  Wollaston,  [Mass..  the 
following  has  been  obtained:    "He  was  quite  prom- 
inent in  the  aft'airs  of  the  town,  and  was  a  large 
land-holder.    His  wife,  Sarah,  whom  he  married  in 
i  England,  died  in  Barnstable  Aue.  18,  1656.  He 
I  married  a  second  wife,  Bridget  Bodfish,  of  Sand- 
i  wich,  v>-idow  of  Robert  Bodfish.    He  died  in  Barn- 
j  stable  Oct.  31,  1662,  age  not  known,  his  widow 
[  surviving.    His  will  was  dated  Oct.  8,  1662.  Of 
!  his  children,  the  four  first  named  were  born  in  Eng- 
i  land,  the  three  following  in  Scituate,  the  others  in 
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r.arnstablc:     (i)   (Gov.)  Thomas  married  (first) 
JNlary    Ricliarils,    and    (^sccoiul)    ^lary  (Smitlil 
Glover,     (^j)  Sujanna  married  Rev.  John  Smith. 
(_3)  Sarah  married  KlJer  Henry  Cobb.    (4;  .Mary 
married  James  Haughion.    (5)  Ehzabeth,  baptized 
Sei)t.  6,  1035,  married  Ehsha  Parker,  who  settled  \ 
in  Xew  Jersey,  and  was  an  anee.>tur  ut  the  late 
Hon.  Joel  Parker,  of  that  State,  a  governor  aiid 
United  States  Senator,  and  of  Courtlandt  i'arker, 
the  eminent  lawyer.    (6)  SamncI  was  bnried  }dareh 
22,  1645,  at  Barnstable,  aged  three  years.    (^7)  A  \ 
daughter,  unnamed,  was  buried  July  S,  1640,  at  i 
Barnstable.     (8)  and  (9)  Twins,  unnamed,  were  ' 
buried  Feb.  6,  1640,  and  March  19,  1040,  at  Barn-  | 
stable,  respectively.     (10)  Samuel   (2)  was  born  i 
July  24,  1642,  and  married  (first)  Mary  Goodspeed,  i 
daughter  of  Roger  Goodspeed,  and  (second)  Alary 
Fitz-Randolph.     (11)  John,  born  }klay  24,  1644, 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  j 
"'Gov.  Thomas  Hinckley  was  born  in  1621,  and  j 
came  to  Xew  England  soon  after  his  father  and 
motlicr  had  made  a  settlement  at  Barnstable.  The 
mere  recital  of  the  various  public  duties  he  was 
called  upon  to  perform,  some  of  which  were  the  \ 
most  arduous  and  responsible,  as  well  as  the  high-  ! 
est  in  the  government,  is  sufficient  to  show  that  he 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  in- 
fluence.    In  1645  he  was  elected  a  deputy  from 
Barnstable,  and  he  was  again  elected  in  164S,  and 
at  several  subsequent  periods.    In  1658,  when  3.1r. 
Cudworth  and  ]\Ir.  Hatherly,  two  of  the  most  ex- 
cellent men  in  the  Colony,  were  proscribed  and 
driven  from  office,  on  account  of  their  opposition 
to  the  rash  measures    against  the    Quakers,  INIr. 
Hinckley,  falling .  into   the   popular  current,  was 
chosen  one  of  the  assistants,  and  continued  in  that 
ofifice  by  successive  re-elections  until  the  year  1681. 
At  the  election  of  1680  'Sir.  Hinckley  was  especially 
designated  as  deputy  governor  in  consequence  of  j 
the  ill  health  of  Gov.  W'inslow,  and  the  extreme  age 
of  ~Slr.  Alden,  who,  as  first  assistant,  would  have 
succeeded  to  the  chair  when  vacant.    In  June,  1681, 
following  the  death  of  Josiah  W'inslow,  Mr.  Hinck-  ] 
ley  was  chosen  governor,  in  which  office  (except  for 
the  short  period  of  the  rule  of  Andros,  when  he 
was  a  counsellor)  he  was  continued  until  the  sep- 
arate existence  of  the  Colony  of  New  Haven  was 
terminated  by  its  incorporation  with  Massachusetts, 
imder  the  charter  of  1692.   Upon  that  event  he  was 
named  one  of  the  counsellors  of  the  province  of 
^Massachusetts,  under  the  new  charter."  [INIoore's 
"Governors  of  New"  Plymouth,"  etc.] 

(II)  John  Hinckley,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Hinckley,  was  born  in  Barnstable  ]\Iay  24,  1644, 
M-as  baptized  Alay  26,  same  year,  by  Rev.  John 
Lothrop,  and  died  in  Barnstable  Dec.  7,  1709,  aged 
sixty-five  years,  six  months  and  thirteen  days.  "En- 
sign" John  was  married  (first),  in  Barnstable,  in 
July,  1668,  to  Bethiah  Lothrop,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Lothrop,  of  Barnstable,  and  granddaughter  of  Rev. 
John  Lothrop.    She  was  born  in  Barnstable  July 


23,  1649,  baptized  July  23.  1649,  by  her  grandfather. 
Rev.  John,  and  died  in  Barnstable' July  10,  1697,. 
aged  forty-eight  years.  "Thomas  Lothrop  was  born 
in  England,  probably  at  Egcrton,  Kent,  about  1621. 
At  about  the  age  of  thirteen  he  came  with  his  fa- 
ther, Rev.  John,  to  Scituate.  Mass.,  and  removed  to 
Barnstable,  ?klass.,  about  1639.  He  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  William  Learned,  and  widow  of  Thomas 
Ewer.  His  fifth  child,  Bethiah,  born  July  23,  1C49, 
was  married  to  John  Hinckley,  a  son  of  Samuel." 
["The  Lothrop  Family."] 

Rev.  ]Mr.  Lothrop  was  educated  at  Oxford,  as 
appears  from  Wood's  Atliciiac  Oxoiiiotsis.  Four 
sons  came  with  him  from  England:  Thomas,  who 
settled  at  Eastham,  where  his  son  Thomas  was  born 
in  1640;  Samuel,  at  Norwich  or  New  London-, 
Conn.;  Joseph,  at  Barnstable;  and  Benjamin,  at 
Charlestown,  Mass.  Barnabas  and  John  were  born 
in  this  country,  and  settled  at  Barnstable.  Rev. 
iMr.  Lothrop  died  in  Barnstable  Nov.  8,  1653.  His 
descendants  are  numerous. 

John  Hinckley  married  (second),  in  Barnstable, 
Nov.  24,  1697,  Alary  Goodspeed,  widow  of  Benja- 
min Goodspeed,  of  Barnstable,  and  daughter  of  John 
and  Hannah  (Linnell)  Davis,  of  Barnstable.  She 
was  born  in  Barnstable  Jan.  3,  1653.  His  children 
were  all  by  his  first  wife,  and  all  born  in  Barn- 
stable: (i)  Sarah  was  born  in  1669;  (2)  Samuel, 
born  Feb.  2,  1670,  married  Alary  Lothrop;  (3) 
Bethia,  born  Alarch,  1673,  died  unmarried;  (4) 
Hannah,  born  May  15,  1675,  married  Benjamin 
Lewis;  (5)  Jonathan,  born  Feb.  15,  1677,  married 
Elizabeth  Edwards,  in  Hartford;  (6)  Ichabod,  born 
Aug.  28,  16S0,  is  mentioned  below;  (7)  Gershom, 
born  April  2,  1682,  married  Alary  Buel  in  Lebanon, 
Conn,  (ancestor  of  N.  G.  Hinckley,  of  Hartford)  ; 
(8)  Alercy  died  unmarried;  (9)  Alary  married 
John  Crocker  ;  (10)  Abigail  was  living  in  1718 
( further  record  of  her  uncertain )  ;  (11)  Job  mar- 
ried Hannah  Lombard.  "Ensign"  John  was  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  Barnstable,  a  large  land- 
holder ;  four  of  his  five  sons  settled  in  Connecticut — 
Samuel  in  Stonington,  Jonathan  in  Hartford,  Icha- 
bod in  Tolland,  and  Gershom  in  Lebanon. 

(Ill)  Ichabod  Hinckley  was  born  in  Barnstable 
Aug.  28,  1680,  and  died  in  Tolland,  Conn.,  Alay 
10,  1768,  aged  nearlv  eighty-eight  years.    lie  was 
married  (first),  in  Barnstable,  Jan.  5,  1702,  to  Alary 
Goodspeed,    daughter    of    Benjamin    and  Alary 
(Davis)  Goodspeed,  of  Barnstable.    She  was  born 
j  in  Barnstable  Jan.  10,  1677-78,  and  died  in  Barn- 
{  stable  Oct.  i,  1719,  aged  thirty-two.    On  Aug.  3, 
j  1 72 1,  in  Sandwicli,  Alass.,  Ichabod  Hinckley  mar- 
\  ried,  for  his  second  wife.  Alary  Bassett.    By  the 
i  first  marriage  he  had  eigiit  children:     (i)  Alary, 
i  born  Alay  27,  1704,  died  Alarch  2,  1718;  (2)  Ben- 
[  jamin,  born  June  19,  1707,  is  mentioned  below; 
j  (3)  David,  born  Alarch  i,  1709,  died  in  Tolland 
in  1796,  unmarried;  (4)  John,  born  Jan.  4,  1710-11, 
!  died  probably  in  infancy;  (5)   John,  born  Alarch 
I  7,  17 12,  married  Susaimah  Harris;  (6)  Ehenezer, 
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iKini  July  7,  1714.  died  youu;^.  and  is  incniionod 
in  his  father's  will;  {j)  Thankiul,  burn  Any.  i, 
1716,  died  youn_<;-;  (^8)  Mary,  horn  Sept.  26,  171S, 
married  I  'r.  Samuel  Cobb,  of  Tolland.  The  chil- 
dren by  the  second  marriage  wore:  (y)  Thankful, 
born  Hec.  J.  i7-'3.  married  (first)  Jonathan  Hatch, 
and  (second)  Lleori^c  Xye ;  and  (10)  Mercy,  born 
Nov.  JJ,  ]7_'0,  jirobablv  died  young',  as  she  is  not 
mentioned  in  her  father's  will. 

On  Dec.  i7oO,  Ichabod  Hinckley,  being  then 
a  resident  of  rjarnstable,  bought  390  acres  of  land 
of  Josiah  Goodrich,  the  land  being  partly  in  Tolland 
and  partly  in  W'illington,  Conn.,  an  adjoining  town. 
In  1733  he  removed  from  Uarnslable  to  Tolland, 
with  all  his  family.  He  was  selectman  of  Tolland 
for  several  years.  His  will  is  dated  Xov.  iS,  1757, 
and  probated  Feb.  i,  1774. 

Benjamin  Hinckley,  born  in  Barnstable 
June  19,  1707,  died  in  W'illington,  Cor.n.,  Oct.  11, 
1749,  aged  forty-two  years.  He  was  married,  in 
Tolland,  Xov.  6,  1733,  to  Deborali  Palmer,  of  Wind- 
ham, Conn.  "Sir.  Hinckley  was  admitted  a  towns- 
man'in  W'illington  Dec.  17,  1735,  and  by  occupa- 
tion was  a  farmer.  lie  and  his  wife  had  children 
as  follows:  (i)  (Capt.)  Ichabod,  mentioned  more 
fully  farther  on;  (2)  Betty,  born  Jan.  24,  1737; 
(3)  ]\Iar)',  born  Dec.  11,  1738;  (4)  Anne,  born  ]\lay 
14,  1740,  died  Oct.  9,  1749;  (5)  Deborah,  born 
Oct.  23,  1743;  (6)  Benjamin,  Jr.,  born  ]\Iarch  18, 
1745,  died  Sept.  19,  1747;  and  (7)  David,  born 
Oct.  29,  1747,  died  Dec.  16,  1747. 

(V)  Capt.  Ichabod  Hinckley,  son  of  Benjamin 
Hinckley,  of  W'illington,  Conn.,  was  born  in  W'ill- 
ington Oct.  13,  1733,  died  Feb.  23,  1S07,  aged 
seventy-one  years,  four  months  and  ten  days,  in 
Tolland,  Conn.  In  the  ''Early  History  of  Tolland," 
by  Judge  Lorin  P.  W'aldo,  we  find  the  following: 
"He  was  a  captain  in  the  Continental  army,  and  per- 
formed several  tours  of  duty,  besides  being  other- 
wise very  active  in  the  Revolutionary  contest.  Fie 
was  twice  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
fourteen  years  a  selectman.  People  who  remembered 
him  spoke  with  adn:iration  of  his  integrity  and  abil- 
ity as  a  selectman,  and  of  the  dignity  with  which 
he  used  to  preside  in  town  meetings."  His  first 
wife,  ]Mary,  died  in  W'illington  Jan.  8,  1769,  aged 
thirty-seven  years.  He  was  married  (second),  in 
Tolland,  Dec.  12,  1769,  to  Hannah  Kingsbury, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Z\athaniel  Kingsbury,  of  Tol- 
land. She  was  born  in  Tolland,  and  died  there 
!March  8,  1S23,  aged  eighty-five  years.  Capt.  Icha- 
bod and  his  second  wife  arc  buried  in  Tolland,  and 
each  have  memorial  stones.  The  children  by  the 
first  wife  were:  (i)  Hannah,  born  April  23,  1756, 
died  r^Iay  20,  1756;  (2)  Anna,  born  IVIay  9,  1758; 

(3)  Bethia,  born  Dec.  10,  1759,  mentioned  below; 

(4)  Temperance,  born  Aug.  25,  1762,  died  Oct. 
17,  1762;  (5)  Ichaljoci,  Jr.,  born  Sept.  19,  1763.  mar- 
ried Jcrusha  Thompson;  (6)  Benjamin,  born  Dec. 
27,  1765,  died  Aug.  i,  1780;  (7)  Daniel,  born 
jMarch  17,  1768,  died  April  22,  1768.    By  his  sec- 


ond marriage  were  foin-  children:  (_S)  Mary,  born 
Xov.  20,  1770:  {i))  Hannah,  born  March  10,  1772; 
(10)  Sarah,  l>orn  Xov.  15,  1773,  died  Dec.  28.  i860, 
unmarried;  (11)  Deborah,  born  March  15,  1775. 
These  children  were  all  Iwrn  in  Tolland  except  tlic 

I  first,  who  was  born  in  W'illington. 

I  The  following  is  from  the  "Roster  of  Revolu- 
tionary Soldiers  of  Connecticut :"' 

In  thk  "  Li.xiNGTON  Ai,.\KM  "  List,  Atkil  IV,  177'<. 

FKOM  THE  TOWN  OF  WlLLINGTON: 

•     Zoeth  F.ldreiige,  10  days  service. 

David  Hinckley,  17  days,  etc.    ( Page '_'.">.) 

FROM  THE  TOWN  OF  TOLLANU. 

Ichabod  Hinckley,  Adjutant,  S  days  in  service. 
Edward  Dimock,  '2o  days  in  service.    (Page  '2'o.) 

Continental  Regiments. 

Edward  Dimock,  in  6th  Regiment. 
David  Hinckley,  in  2d  Regiment,  Col.  Spencer's.   (Page  48.) 

Third  Battalion,  Wadswortli's  Brigade,  Col.  Sage,  177(i. 
Ichabod  Hinckley,  1st  Lieut,  of  6th  Company. 
(This  battalion  was  raised  June,  '76,  to  reinforce  Wash- 
ington in  Xew  York,  served  in  New  York  City  and  on  Long 
Island,  caught  in  the  retreat  from  the  city,  and  Sept. 
16  suffered  some  loss.  Engaged  in  the  Battle  of  White 
Plains,  October  L'S.  Time  expired  December '26, '76.  i  (Page 
398.) 

Captain  Ichabod  Hinckley.  Commissioned  (Capt.)  Jan. 
1,  1777;  also  paymaster  as  below;  retired  by  consoiidauon 
January  1,  1781.    In  service  from '75.  (PagelSS.) 

Second  regiment  of  "  Connecticut  Line,''  formation  of 
1777-81.  Paymaster  Ichabod  Hinckley,  of  Tolland, appointed 
June  15,  '78;  also  Regimental  Clothier,  April  1,  '19.  See 
"Captains." 

(\'I)  Bethia  Hinckley,  daughter  of  Capt.  Icha- 
bod Hinckley,  of  Tolland,  was  born  in  Tolland 
Dec.  10,  1759,  and  was  married,  in  W'illington, 
Conn.,  Oct.  16,  1779,  to  Zoeth  Eldredge,  who  is 
doubtless  the  Eldredge  mentioned  above  as  being 
in  the  Lexington  Alarm.  She  died  June  17,  1850, 
at  W'illington.  Their  ten  children  were  born  in 
Tolland,  as  follows  :  ( i )  Ichabod  Eldredge,  born 
June  22,  1780;  (2)  Zoeth,  Jr.,  April  i,  1782;  (3) 
Elizabeth,  May  23,  1784  (died  Oct.  2,  1S02)  ;  (4) 
Polly,  June  29^  1786;  (5)  Persis,  Dec.  3,  1788;  (6) 
Rial  (Ariel),  April  28,  1791  (married  Betsey  Dim- 
ock) ;  (7)  Ahira,  IMarch  25,  1794;  (8)  Olive,  Xov. 
19,  1796;  (9)  Sophronia,  Dec.  11,  1799;  (10)  Jtili- 
anna,  ]\lay  22,  1S02. 

^lajor  Preston  traces  his  descent  in  the  Hunt- 
ington line  as  follows  :  ( I )  Deacon  Joseph  Hunt- 
ington married  Rebecca  Adgate.  (H)  Sarah  ITunt- 
ington  married  Ebenezer  W'right.  (HI)  Eleazer 
Wright  married  Anna  ]Marsh.  (IV)  Elizabeth 
W'right  married  Capt.  Shubael  Dimock.  (V )  Bet- 
sey Dimock  married  Ariel  Eldredge. 

The  Wright  descent  is  as  follows:  (I)  Lieut. 
Abel  W'right,  of  Springfield,  married  IMartha,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Kichcrell.  of  Hartford.  (II)  Ensign 
Abel  Wright,  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  married  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  Sainuel  Terry,  cf  Springfield.  (HI) 
Ebenezer  Wright,  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  born  Feb. 
I  22,  1 70 1,  married,  in  172S  (as  second  wife),  Sarah 
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Huntinjjton   (above V  F.lcazor  Wright,  of 

MansticKl,  Conn.,  horn  .\\n-'\\  ij.  1741,  married 
Anna  Marsh,  dau^lucr  of  Joseph  Marsh,  of  Wind- 
ham. April  25.  1705.  (  \  )  KHzabotli  Wright,  of 
Mansticld.  bkirn  July  _^  1 .  \J(^).  married  Capt.  Shu- 
bael  Diniock"  (third)  Jan.  J2  or  23.  178().  he  l)orn 
Oct.  4.  1757.  (  \  I  )  I'.etsev  Dimock,  of  Mansfield, 
born  Jan.  29.  17<;5.  married  Ariel  Eldredi^e. 

STEPIJEX  BALL  ^deceasedL  who  died  at  his 
home  in. Hartford  l-'eb.  20.  Ujoo.  was  for  main  vears 
prominent  in  business  and  social  life,  and  worthily 
represented  an  honored  jiioneer  familv.  He  was 
born  Oct.  20.  1S39.  in  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  son  of 
John  Scott  IJall.  and  was  of  the  seventh  generation 
in  direct  descent  from  Allen  J:')all  and  his  wife 
Dorothy. 

(H)  The  line  of  deseent  was  continued  in  this 
Sl-encration  through  Sergt.  lohn  and  Sarah  i^Glover) 
Ball. 

(HI)  Ensign  John  Ball,  son  of  Scrgt.  John,  mar- 
ried Mary  Tuttle. 

(IV)  Deacon  Stephen  Ball  married  Abigail  At- 
water.  *He  was  among-  the  early  settlers  at  New 
Haven,  and  for  many  years  was  deacon  of  the  Cen- 
ter Church.  He  became  the  owner  of  land  upon 
which  the  Yale  College  building-s  now  stand,  and 
his  homestead  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  Art 
Btiilding. 

(\')  Col.  Stephen  Ball  n.iarried  Xabby  Scott, 
a  daughter  of  job-u  and  Lucretia  ( Warner )  Scott. 
He  lived  in  the  trying  times  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  Ins  grandson,  our  subject,  was  fond  of  re- 
lating the  manner  in  v.hich  he  at  one  time  foiled  the 
enemy.  As  deacon  of  the  church  he  had  charge  of 
the  communion  service,  and  when  British  raiders 
were  searcliing  the  house  he  had  a  young  daughter 
stand  on  a  ledge  in  the  chimney  of  the  fireplace  with 
the  service,  .which  thus  escaped  observation. 

(\'I)  John  Scott  Ball,  our  subject's  father,  was 
a  merchant  in  Xew  Haven.  Lie  married  Laura 
Ann  ]\Iiller,  who  is  still  living  at  X'ew  Haven,  at  the 
advanced  Age  of  eightv  vears. 

(VII)  Stephen  Ball,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
review,  was  sent  when  six  years  old  to  the  Glendcn- 
ning  school  at  Stamford,  a  private  school  of  much 
importance  at  that  time.  After  a  few  years  of 
study  there  he  returned  to  X'ew  Haven,  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  Hill  House  High  School.  After  grad 
uating,  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Townsend  Savings  Bank,  and  \\"as 
there  until  j86r.  when,  at  tiie  age  of  twenty-two,  he 
enlisted  for  the  war  in  Com]jan_\-  I,  12th  Coim.  V.  I. 
On  account  of  his  popularitv  he  was  made  second 
lieutenant,  but  after  serving  about  a  year  in  the 
I2th  he  went  into  the  signal  corps,  and  remained 
there  until  mustered  out,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Just  before  enlisting  yir.  Ball  married  Ellen  Vir- 
ginia Bradley,  of  Southington,  who  survives  him. 
After  the  war  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ball  went  to  Xew  Or- 
leans, where  he  was  in  the  government  employ,  being 


I  in  the  quartermaster's  department  about  three  years. 
]  At  that  lime  l  ien.  George  R.  Davis,  general  manager 
i  eif  the  \\  lm  UI's  I'air,  was  in  the  same  service,  and 
,  the  two  beeame  warm  friends.    While  in  Xew  Or- 
leans Mr.  and  Mrs.  r>all  lost  an  infant  son.    hi  1807 
they  removed  to  Hartford,  Mr.  Ball  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  the  State  Savings  Bank,  but  remaining  onlv 
a  short  time.    In  1867  lie  beeame  identified  with  the 
afi'airs  of  the  Hartford  Life  &  Annuity  Co.,  wliieli 
had  been  chartered  the  previous  year,  and  was  still 
in  an  unsettled  condition  as  to  its  business  plans, 
i  Mr.  Ball,  although  a  young  man,  instituted  several 
j  forms  of  life-  insurance  which  were  immediately 
I  adopted,  and  attracted  attention  for  their  stability 
and  cheapness,  combined  with  a  systematic  rate  of 
premiums.     He   was   elected  actuary,   a  positi<in 
which  he  held  for  two  years,  until  advanced  to  the 
position  of  assistant  secretary.    This  office  he  held 
for  several  years,  or  until  1874,  when  he  was  elected 
secretary,  succeeding  James  P.  Taylor,  now  presi- 
dent of  the  Charter  Oak  Xational  Bank,  and  he  con- 
tinued in  this  office  until  in  April,  1897,  he  resigned 
I  to  accept  the  presidency  of  the  Xational  Life  As- 
I  sociation,  which  he  held  until  the  company  closed 

its  existence,  about  a  year  and  a  half  later. 
I       During  Mr.  Ball's  connection  with  the  Llartford 
!  Life  &  Annuity  Co.,  the  concern  underwent  several 
changes  of  business  plans,  including  the  adoption  of 
the  safety  fund  system   of   assessment  insurance, 
which   gained   unbounded   popularitv   during  his 
regime.    This  plan  was  introduced  by  Henry  P. 
Duclos,  a  well-known  insurance  man  of  Burlington, 
\'t.    The  system  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Ball,  who,  after  careful  investigation,  found  it 
1  fitted  for  the  needs  of  the  concern,  and  it  was 
i  adopted  by  the  company  Jan.  20,  1S80.    Through  the 
persevering  efforts  of  'Mr.  Ball  the  company  ad- 
:  vanced  rapidly  in  the  insurance  world,  and  for  sev- 
I  eral  years  held  the  distinction  of  being  the  largest 
i  life  assessment  company  in  the  country.    I\Ir.  Ball's 
I  reputation  for  honesty,  integrity  and  determination 
of  purpose,  and  his  advanced  ideas  of  life  under- 
writing, -^vere  recognized  throughout  the  country. 
The  company  soon  outgrew  its  cjuarters  in  the  brown 
I  stone  building  in  the  rear  of  Xo.  230  Asylum  street. 
I  and  several  additions  were  erecvcd,  but  the  btisines.s 
I  of  the  concern  so  increased  ihat  the  present  impos- 
j  ing  structure  was  erected  in  1896.    After  resigning 
I  his  position  with  the  company,  in  April,  of  the  fol- 
!  lowing  vear,  Mr.  Ball  was  unanimously  elected  pres- 
;  ident  of  the  Xational  Life  Association.    He  found 
;  this  concern  in  a  not  over  prosperous  condition,  and 
I  worked  incessantly  to  build  it  up  and  put  it  on  a 
firm  basis,  but  in  spite  of  his  efforts  the  company 
w-as  forced  to  wind  up  its  affairs. 

Mr.  Ball's    interest    in    military  affairs  never 
waned,  and  he  was  one  of  the  committee  on  the  State 
monument  which  was  dedicated  at  Winchester.  Va., 
\  Oct.  19,  1896.    Past  Department  Commander  Will- 
i  iam  Berry,  of  this  city,  who  died  here  a  number  of 
;  years  ago,  was  an  officer  with  Mr.  Ball,  and  the  com- 
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paiiy  was  uiidor  tlio  command  of  Capt.  Jolin  W.  Do- 
i-"orcst.  the  novolist.  His  associate  utriccrs  ir.  tlic 
rcg'inu'iit,  now  lixinsj.  include  lien.  1..  A.  Dickin- 
son, ol  the  -luna  Insurance  Co.;  Capt.  James  E. 
Smith,  of  the  Hartford  Fire:  and  Kx-.Mayor  Hen- 
drick.  of  New  Haven.  .Mr.  Ball  was  a  member  of 
Robert  O.  Tyler  Post,  G.  A.  R..  and  belonged  to  the 
Loyal  Legion  in  Boston.  ]  le  was  widely  known 
througliout  the  State  on  account  of  his  ^Lasonic 
associations.  He  was  a  member  and  past  master  of 
Lafayette  Lodge,  Xo.  lOo,  A.  V.  &  A.  M..  and  was 
one  of  the  past  eminent  conmianders  of  Washington 
Commandery,  No.  i,  Knights  Templar;  was  "also 
a  tliirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  was  identified 
witli  Pyramid  Shrine,  of  Bridgeport,  and  later  with 
Sphinx  Shrine  of  this  city.  Idis  funeral  services, 
held  at  St.  James"  Church,  Hartfortl,  were  conducted 
by  eight  past  commanders  of  W'asliington  Com- 
mandery, No.  I,  K.  T.,  assisted  by  the  rector,  Rev. 
J.  T.  Huntington. 

On  Oct.  26,  1S61,  Mr.  Ball  married  ^liss  Ellen 
y.  Bradley  (daughter  of  Charles  and  Delia  Stedman 
Bradley),  of  Southington,  who.  with  one  son,  Fred- 
erick W".  Ball,  born  Aug.  26,  1867,  at  Southington, 
survives  him.  ]\Irs.  Ball  is  the  half-sister  of  Walter 
A.  Cowles,  who  was  formerly  the  assistant  secre- 
tary of  the  Hartford  Life  &  Annuity  Co.,  and  of 
Mrs.  Julia  A.  Parmalee,  jNIrs.  R.  Calvin  Mix  and 
Miss  Fanny  Maud  Cowles,  of  this  city.  William 
H.  Cowles  and  Charles  B.  Cowles,  of  Plantsville, 
are  also  half  brothers  of  IMrs.  Ball. 

Mr.  Ball  had  a  summer  residence  in  Plantsville, 
and  spent  some  time  there  each  vear,  on  the  Cowles 
homestead,  which  he  owned  and  improved  at  con- 
siderable expense.  He  enjoyed  the  country  thor- 
oughly, and  was  a  great  admirer  of  its  scenes  and  in- 
terests, being  a  great  lover  of  nature,  and  it  could  be 
truly  said  of  him  that  he  was  of  that  class  who  find 

"tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running  brooks, 

Sermons  in  stones,  and  good  in  everything." 

The  personal  life  of  yiv.  Ball  was  deserving  of 
the  greatest  emulation,  as  his  kindness  of  heart  and 
depth  of  sympathy  made  him  the  friend  of 
thousands. 

JOSHUA  NEW^ELL  0\aATT.  who  is  now 
practically  living  a  retired  -life  in  West  Hartford, 
was  for  many  years  prominentlv  identified  with  the 
newspaper  interests  of  this  section  of  the  country. 
He  was  born  in  \\'ashington,  Litchfiebl  Co..  Conn., 
Oct.  27,  1832,  a  son  of  John  and  Caroline  (}iIason) 
Oviatt,  lifelong  residents  of  that  county,  where  the 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years.  Our  subject's  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Elisha  !Mason.  of  Revolutionary 
fame,  lived  to  be  one  hundred  years  old.  The 
Mason  family  was  one  of  the  oldest  in  Litchfield 
county.  John  Oviatt  v/as  instrumental  in  founding 
the  town  of  Morris,  and  was  a  deacon  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  that  place  for  many  years. 
He  also  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legis- 


lature, and  served  as  selectman  with  credit  lo  him- 
self and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Whig.  He  had  four  children: 
Elizabeth,  who  married  R.  G.  Reynolds,  who  died  in 
I'oston,  Mass.;  Mrs.  Harriet  Clark,  of  ?\ledina, 
Ohio;  Joshua  X..  our  subject;  and  Mrs.  Fannie 
De  Wolf,  of  Marion.  Indiana. 

Joshua  X'.  Oviatt  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Morris,  Conn.  His  identiticalion  with  the  "art  pre- 
servative of  all  the  arts"  dates  back  to  the  time 
when,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  entered  the 
oftice  of  the  Watcrhiiry  American.  Subsequently 
he  was  connected  with  the  S[<riiigficld  Rrf^nblican 
for  nine  years,  and  in  18O5  established  tlie  AV:c 
Britain  Record,  at  that  time  the  onlv  paper  pub- 
Ished  in  New  Britain,  Conn.  He  was  editor  and 
proprietor  of  that  journal  until  1SS2,  when  he  sev- 
ered his  connection  with  it  on  account  of  ill  health, 
and  removed  to  West  Hartford,  where  he  has  since 
lived  retired. 

While  a  resident  of  Springfield,  ^lass..  ]Mr. 
Oviatt  was  married,  in  1862,  to  ^liss  Martha  A. 
^IcNary,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  INIcNary,  of  that 
city,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children  :  Annie 
^McNary,  a  stenographer  in  Hartford ;  and  Edward 
}kIason.  During  the  Spanish- American  war  the 
son  enlisted  in  Company  K,  ist  Conn.  V.  L;  he  is 
now  in  X^'cw  A'ork  eng^aged  in  business.  At  the  time 
of  his  enlistment  he  was  employed  in  the  office  of 
the  Hartford  Post.  Father  and  son  are  both  mem- 
bers of  Wyllys  Lodge,  Xo.  99,  F.  &  A.  AL,  and  the 
former  also  belongs  to  Giddings  Chapter,  R.  A.  'SI., 
and  to  the  Grange.  He  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  is  serving  as  grand  juror  of  the 
town  at  tlie  present  time.  He  has  been  a  deacon 
in  the  Congregational  Church  for  many  years,  and 
in  his  dailv  walk  has  shown  himself  to  be  consistent 
with  the  belief  which  he  professes,  being  generous 
and  charitable  in  answering  the  appeals  of  the  dis- 
tressed. 

IRA  MILES  STAXDTSH  (deceased),  who 
during  life  was  one  of  W'ethersfield's  most  re- 
spected citizens  and  prominent  agriculturists,  was 
born  on  the  old  Standish  homestead  in  Jordan 
Lane,  Wethersfield,  July  5,  1832,  and  was  a  son 
of  James  and  Cynthia  (Wells)  Standish.  Ex- 
tended mention  is  made  of  the  family  elsewhere, 
in  connection  with  tlie  sketch  of  James  Standish. 

Our  subject  received  a  district-school  education, 
and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm,  where  he 
spent  his  entire  life  engaged  in  general  farming, 
dairying  and  stock  raising.  After  the  death  of  his 
father  he  took  charge  of  the  place,  upon  which  he 
made  many  useful  and  valuable  improvements,  and 
wdiich  he  successfully  operated  until  he,  too,  was 
called  to  his  final  rest.  He  was  industrious,  pains- 
taking and  energetic,  and  generally  carried  forward 
to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertook. 

In  Wethersfield  Mr.  Standish  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  Warner,  a  native  of  that 
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ji'aoc.  aiul  a  clau^lilcr  oi  Levi  Warner.     i^A  full 
sketch  of  tho  W'ariKT  family  may  aUo  be  found 
elsewhere).    She  was  an  earnest  Christian,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Mpiseopal  C'luneli,  a  -^ood  wife  and 
loving  mother.    She  died  July  0.  iSwi.  her  lu\^band  | 
on  Dec.  3e\  1S05.  and  the  remains  of  l)oth  were  in- 
terred in  the  Cedar  Hill  eemetery.    He  was  liberal  j 
in  his  religieius  views,  and  domestie  in  his  tastes.  | 
rolitieally   he   always   supported   the  Democratic 
party,  but  he  never  cared  for  the  honors  or  emolu- 
ments of  public  otTice.    His  well-spent  life  com- 
mended him  to  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  and  gained  for  him  the  respect 
and  good-will  of  the  entire  community. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Standish  were  born  five  chil- 
dren: (i)  Annie  Isabelle  died  when  fourteen 
years  of  age.  (2)  Alice  Louise  married  Stei>hen 
Lockwood,  a  house  carpenter,  who  died  in  1894, 
leaving  one  child,  Ethel  Rose,  a  bright  girl,  who  is 
now'  attending  the  W'ethcrsfield  high  school.  1^3) 
jMary  Seymour  was  a  school  teacher  prior  to  her 
marriage  to  Charles  A.  Parker,  a  barber  of  \\'eth- 
ersfield.  (4)  Bertha  ^lay,  a  lady  of  refinement  and 
good  business  ability,  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 
On  Nov.  14,  1S9Q,  she  married  John  F.  Mcintosh, 
who  is  engaged  on  the  Hartford  Post.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  ^^"ethersfield  Grange.  (5)  Sarah 
Rosalia  is  the  wife  of  Leon  C.  Leach,  of  Elling- 
ton, Conn.,  and  they  have  two  children:  Leon 
Standish  and  Arline  Rose. 

SPENCER  LEE  FLOWER.  When  after  years 
of  long  and  earnest  labor  in  some  honorable  field  of 
btisiness  a  man  puts  aside  all  cares  to  spend  his  re- 
maining years  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
former  toil,  it  is  certainly  a  well-deserved  reward 
of  his  former  industry. 

"  How  blest  is  he  who  crowns  in  shades  like  these 
A  youth  of  labor  with  an  age  of  ease.  ' 

wrote  the  poet,  and  the  world  everywhere 
recognizes  the  justice  of  a  season  of  rest  following 
an  active  period  of  business  life.  ]Mr.  Flower  is 
now  living  retired  at  his  pleasant  home  on  Fern  \ 
street,  West  Hartford,  and  his  history  is  one  that 
shows  the  accomplishment  of  well-directed  labor. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  W^est  Springfield,  Mass., 
Aug.  7,  181 5,  and  comes  from  a  long-lived  race,  ; 
his  grandfather,  Timothy  Flower,  being  ninety-two  j 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.    Not  know-  j 
ing  the  date  of  birth  of  our  subject,  one  would  hardly  i 
guess  him  to  be  over  seventy  years  of  age  at  the  | 
present  time.    His  parents.  Spencer  and  Rosanna  I 
(Mclntyre)  Flower,  were  lifelong  residents  of  West  j 
Springfield,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  wagon  ' 
manufacturing  and  blacksmithing.    In  their  family  i 
were  eight  children :  Hannah,  who  died  at  the  age  of  \ 
ninety  years ;  Julia,  a  resident  of  Iowa;  Nancy,  who  i 
died  in  1S82;  Spencer  Lee,  our  subject;  Cornelius, 
who  died  in  1888;  Homer,  deceased;  Henry,  a  resi- 
dent of  Iowa;  and  Lester,  deceased. 


Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  West  Springfield.  .Mass.,  and  remained  in  his 
native  town  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came 
to  Hartford  and  clerked"  in  the  general  mercantile 
store  of  Nathaniel  Eggleston  for  about  ten  years. 
He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  John  G.  Litch- 
field and  engaged  in  the  gr,  eery  business  on  Asylum 
street,  under  the  firm  name  of  Litchfield  &  Flower. 
When  Mr.  Litchfield  retired  W'.  P.  Williams  became 
junior  member  of  the  hvm  of  Flower  &  Williams, 
and  he  was  in  turn  succeeded  by  E.  H.  Hills,  the 
name  being  then  changed  to  Mower  &  Hills.  In 
1875  iSIr.  Flower  retired  from  the  business,  which 
is  still  conducted  under  the  firm  style  of  Hills  tS:  Co. 
For  thirty-six  years  Mr.  Flower  resided  on  Pleas- 
ant street,  Hartford,  but  in  1890  he  erected  his 
present  residence  on  Fern  street.  West  Hartford, 
into  which  he  moved  in  1891. 

For  his  first  wife  Mr.  h'lower  married  Miss  Flar- 
riet,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  Greenleaf,  a  former 
well-known  dentist  of  Hartford,  and  to  them  were 
born  three  children :  Charles,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-three  years ;  Harriet,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two ;  and  Charles,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. In  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  he  was  again  mar- 
ried, in  November,  1883,  his  second  union  being 
with  ]\Irs.  Louisv;  (Terry)  Price. 

Since  1843  ^^i"-  Flower  has  been  an  active  and 
prominent  memlier  of  the  Fourth  Church  of  Ilart- 
ford,  and  served  as  its  librarian  for  eighteen  years, 
and  treasurer  for  thirteen  years.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Governor's  Foot  Guard  Veteran  Corps,  also  a 
member  of  the  Harrison  Veteran?  of  1840.  His  in- 
fluence is  always  found  on  the  side  of  right,  and  in 
many  respects  his  life  is  well  worthy  of  emtdation. 
In  political  sentiment  he  is  a  Republican. 

WILLIA^I  ROGERS  Cdeceased  ).  in  his  day 
a  man  of  energy  and  sterling  business  principles, 
widelv  known  throughout  this  section,  especially  in 
the  silver  trade,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born 
in  Hartford,  Nov.  15.  1833. 

William  Rogers,  father  of  cur  subject,  was  a 
member  of  the  original  world-renowned  firm  of 
Rogers  Bros.,  manufacturers  of  silverware,  and  the 
first  in  Hartford.  Later  he  removed  to  }vleriden, 
v.hee  he  conducted  business  for  a  time,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Flartford,  residing  there  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  Feb.  17.  1873.  He  was  a  successful  busi- 
ness man,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  best 
known  in  the  city.  In  183 1  he  married  Nancy  Wil- 
son, bv  whom  he  had  a  large  family,  and  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  [Further  facts  in  regard 
to  William  Rogers,  Sr.,  will  be  found  in  the  sketch 
of  F.  Willson  Rogers.] 

William  Rogers,  whose  nan.ie  introduces  these 
lines,  received  his  education  at  the  common  schools 
of  Flartford,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  commenced 
to  learn  the  trade  of  silversmith  under  his  father's 
direction.  He  then  took  a  position  in  the  establish- 
ment as  shipping  clerk,  and  continued  with  his  fa- 
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thcr  up  to  the  lattcr's  tlcatli,  when  ho  took  charge  of 
the  bu>iiiess,  and  conthicted  ^anie  until  his  decease. 
For  several  years  lie  was  also  connected  with  the  j 
firm  of  Simpson,  Hall  iS:  .Miller,  of  Meriden.  and  had 
control  of  the  (.nUput  of  the  g'oods  in  a  Ijr:.nch  known 
as  "Hat  ware."  lie  died  June  21,  1897,  at  the  age 
of  sixt-four  years,  leaving  a  widow  and  one  son. 

On  October  29,  1S66,  Mr.  Rogers  married  Lucy 
J.  Ramsey,  who  was  born  in  Hart  ford,  a  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Lucy  M.  (Briggs)  Ramsey,  ihe  for- 
mer for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  musicians  of 
that  cit}-.  One  son,  Frederick  William,  was  born  of 
this  union.  Mrs.  Rogers  has  inherited  her  father's 
musical  talent,  being  an  accomplished  vocalist,  and 
has  sung  in  the  leading  churches  of  Hartford  for 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  taking  the  part  of  first 
soprano. 

GEORGE  H.  MITCHELL,  late  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  E.  X.  Welch  ^Manufacturing  Co., 
at  Forestville,  with  which  corporation  his  active 
business  career  of  forty  years  was  passed,  was  one 
of  the  town's  substantial  men  and  inlluential 
citizens. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  born  Nov.  12,  1S35,  in  the 
town  of  Bristol,  descending  on  both  sides  from  an 
historic  ancestry.  \\'iIHam  ^Mitchell,  his  great- 
grandfather, was  a  native  of  Scotland,  born  in  1748, 
and  when  a  young  man  came  to  this  country,  locat- 
ing in  Bristol.  This  was  prior  to  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  He  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Colonies, 
and  fought  in  the  Continental  armv  in  that  historic 
struggle.  He  reared  a  large  family,  several  of  the 
sons  becoming  men  of  great  force  of  character, 
who  in  turn  transmitted  their  qualities  to  their 
children,  some  of  whom  became  men  of  mark,  of 
State  and  National  reputation.  S.  Augustus 
^Mitchell,  the  geographer,  was  a  son  of  W^illiam 
IMitchell,  the  emigrant :  another  son  of  William, 
and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  Hon.  George 
Mitchell,  of  Bristol,  a  man  of  prominence  and  in- 
fluence in  the  town,  who  represented  the  district  in 
the  State  Senate,  and  was  conspicuously  identified 
with  the  town's  history.  This  George  Mitchell's 
son,  George  H.  ^Mitchell,  brings  us  down  to  the  fa- 
ther of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

On  his  mother's  side,  she  being  formerly  ]Miss 
Lurene,  daughter  of  Hon.  Ira  Hooker  (who  served 
five  terms  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State), 
our  subject  is  a  lineal  descendant  o*:  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker,  an  historic  character  and  divine  of  the 
Colonial  period  of  New  England  and  Connecticut ; 
and  also  from  Capt.  Thomas  Willet,  one  of  the 
"Pilgrim  Fathers,"  a  magistrate  and  captain  of 
militia  at  Plymouth,  a  participant  in  the  capture  of 
New  Amsterdam  from  the  Dutch  in  1664,  and  the 
first  mayor  of  New  York  City  imder  English  rule. 

George  H.  iVlitchell,  our  subject  proper,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Bristol,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools.  He  was  early  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources,  which  developed  self-reliance  and 


ins[)ired  confulence  and  ambition.  \\'hen  a  young 
man,  in  1S58,  he  was  married  to  H.  Donsilla,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Hon.  Elisha  N.  Welch,  of  Bristol, 
became  at  once  interested  in  the  E.  X.  W  elch  ^lanu- 
facturing  Co.,  at  Forestville.  and  remained  through 
life  an  active  oiTicial  of  that  corporation.  He  was 
long  its  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  on  the  deatli 
of  Sir.  Welch,  in  1887,  became  its  active  luanager, 
and  so  remained  imtil  his  own  death,  which  oc- 
curred !March  6,  1896.  The  plant  is  one  of  the 
leading  clock  manufacturing  concerns  in  the  coun- 
try, and  for  upward  of  forty  years  has  made  clocks 
for  tlie  home  and  foreign  market.  The  entire  plant 
now  includes  five  separate  factories,  located  irv 
the  village  of  Forestville.  The  duties  of  ^Ir.  ^Mitch-  , 
ell  through  all  of  the  years  of  his  connection  with 
it  were  arduous,  but  were  ever  ably,  efficiently  and 
satisfactorily  performed. 

Mr.  ^Mitchell  was  a  musician  of  high  order, 
music  being  his  forte,  and  as  an  organist,  singer 
and  leader  of  a  church  choir  he  had  few  equals,  as 
the  thousands  who  listened  to  ^Mitchell's  Quintette 
in  the  Park  Church  and  the  Pearl  Street  Church 
of  Hartford  will  remember.  Through  his  own 
unremitting  eftorts  and  study  he  was  entitled  to- 
great  credit  for  his  musical  ability.  To  him  music 
w^as  truly  the  art  of  arts,  and  in  the  realm  of  the 
noblest  music  he  had  genius.  His  early  taste  led 
him  to  the  violin  and  brass  instruments,  and  to 
the  arrangement  and  composition  of  classical  band 
music.  But  those  who  knew  him  and  fel:  his 
musical  power  will  remember  him  for  the  remark- 
ablv  spiritual  conception  which  he  had  of  sacred 
music.  Whether  presiding  at  the  organ  or  lead- 
ing his  unique  and  well-known  Quintette,  he  had  the 
faculty  of  producing  a  beautiful  combination  of 
harmony,  wherein  were  blended  pathos  and  suppli- 
cation, penitence  and  joy,  hope  and  tears,  worship 
and  praise.  In  the  sphere  of  church  music  he  was 
the  leading  spirit  in  Hartford  for  twenty-five  years. 
He  stood  alone  as  master  of  Quintette  music.  His 
spacious  music  room  at  his  beautiful  home  in  Forest- 
ville was  well  stored,  at  the  titne  of  his  death,  with 
his  choice  and  unpublished  musical  compositions, 
and  they  remain  as  he  left  them.  He  shrank  from 
publication,  for  to  him  music  was  art.  If  his  work 
as  a  musician  does  not  survive  on  the  printed  page, 
it  will  survive  in  the  souls  of  those  who  drew  front 
him  the  inspiration  of  their  musical  careers.  Dur- 
ing the  last  two  years  of  his  life  he  had  charge  of  a 
Quintette  in  the  Bristol  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  In  his  earlier  life  he  led  the  riiusic 
of  the  church  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a 
man  whose  soul  was  responsive  to  all  that  was  beau- 
tiful. While  by  scrupulous  choice  he  kept  the  circle 
of  his  intimate  friendship  limited,  he  easily  won 
and  held  frieiids.  He  was  generallv  liked  Ijy  all 
who  came  in  contact  with  him,  though  to  some  he 
seemed  almost  imperious  in  temperament,  I'ut  tliose 
nearest  him  knew  how  tender  his  heart  reall\'  was. 
!Mr.  ^Mitchell's  funeral  was  largely  attended,  and 
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the  services  wore  inipressi\  o  ;  inchulcd  in  the  music 
was  a  (,lii",L;e  eoiuposeil  hy  the  ileceased,  and 
rentlered  by  J.  W'iUard  Parsons,  of  Xew  lirilain. 

W  hen,  in  iS(i_>,  the  news  reached  l"orestviiie  of 
the  hattlc  of  Antietan:,  and  the  death  of  Capt.  }>[an- 
ross,  the  briUiant  Vale  proie>>'3r,  ami  favorite  of  his 
native  villas;"e  and  town,  and  that  the  iiodx-  would 
bo  brought  to  Uristol  for  iniernient,  Mr.  .Mitchell 
in  one  night  composed  the  dirge  which  was  used 
at  that  time.  This  dirge  was  used  a  number  of 
times  at  the  funerals  of  soldiers,  but  as  it  was  never 
printed  it  gradually  fell  into  disuse.  Mr.  Mitchell 
left  a  w  idow  and  two  children. 

GOODWIX  BROTHERS  are  extensive  manu- 
facturers of  jiottery  ware  at  Elmwood,  Hartford 
Co..  Connecticut. 

Of  all  trades  that  of  the  potter  is  perhaps  the 
oldest.  Among  all  people,  from  the  earliest  dawn  of 
time  until  the  present  day,  vessels  have  been  fash- 
ioned from  clay  and  burned  in  the  fire,  and  are  con- 
tinually being  found  in  manv  countries  as  records 
of  people  long'  since  forgotten.    Without  the  ar- 
ticles fashioned  of  clay  that  have  been  discovered  in 
ancient  lands,  and  that  have  been  for  ages  waiting 
the  historian,  all  knowledge  of  manv  races  of  men 
would  have  been  forever  lost.    The  useful  character 
of  the  products  has  always  made  the  potter's  trade 
one  of  the  most  honorable  of  callings,  while  its  con- 
tributions to  the  historv  of  past  ages  have  gained  it 
almost  a  reverence  among  scientists.    Xot  oiilv  does 
the  antiquity  of  pottery  command  attention,  but  the 
further  fact  that  during  all  the  centuries  that  have 
passed,  since  the  habitation  of  the  globe  until  within 
a  few  years,  the  mode  of  production  has  been  prac- 
tically the  same.    The  potters  of  the  days  of  the 
Pharaohs,  those  earlier,  and  those  of  the  present 
time,  have  used  the  same  methods,  the  same  imple- 
ments, the  same  tools,  and  the  same  power  for  the 
manufacture  of  their  wares,  with  little  or  no  change 
except  in  form  or  decoration.    In  tracing  the  early 
history  of  the  industry  in  Connecticut,  we  find  that 
the  enterprise  known  as  Goodwin  Brothers  Pottery 
Co.  was  instituted  as  early  as  1832  by  the  late  Har- 
vey Goodwin,  the  father  of  the  present  officers  of 
the  company.    From  1832  until  1872  flower  pots 
were  the  principal  products  of  the  w-orks.    At  the 
latter  date,  however,  Harvey  Goodwin's  three  sons 
became  identified  with  the  enterprise,  and  from  that 
time  on  it  may  be  said  to  have  taken  on  its  greatest 
activity,  and  developed  into  the  largest  and  most  im- 
portant establishment  of  the  kind  in  th  ^  country. 
The  plant  is  conveniently  situated  on  the  line  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad,  with 
which  it  is  connected  bv  side  tracks,  and  contains  an 
inexhaustible  supply  of  wdiat  is  said  to  be  the  finest 
clay  in'  the  country  for  the  class  of  goods  turned 
out,  and  the  company  furnish  employinent  to  sev- 
enth-five workmen.    The  i)roducts,  which  are  manu- 
factured under  most  favorable  conditions,  are  the 
standard  of  excellence,  and  of  a  particularly  high 


order  of  merit,  and  comprise  flower  jxjts  of  all 
kinds,  shapes  and  si/es,  handsomely  decorated  jar- 
dinieres, lamps.  cusi)idors,  umbrella  stands,  lawn 
vases,  hanging  baskets,  novelties  in  money  banks, 
jugs,  mantel  vases,  and  a  wide  range  of  useful  and 
ornamental  articles  in  small  vases,  etc.  These  goods 
are  supi)Iicd  to  the  trade  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  a  branch  office  being  maintained  at  No.  55 
Park  Place.  New  York,  and  also  one  in  Chicago. 
The  officers  of  the  company  are  H.  B.  Goodwin, 
president ;  W.  E.  GcK:)dwin,  secretary ;  and  N.  E. 
Goodwin,  treasurer. 

The  Goi>dwin  Brothers  trace  their  ancestry  back 
to  (I)  Ozias  Goodwin,  who  became  a  resident  of 
Hartford  in  1639,  and  died  before  April,  1683.  He 
wedded  ]Mary  Woodward,  daughter  of  Robert 
\\'oodward,  of  Braintree,  England.  They  had  three 
children:  \\'illiam,  born  in  1629:  Nathaniel,  born 
in  1637;  and  Hannah,  born  in  1639. 

(II)  William  Goodwin,  the  eldest  of  this  fam- 
ily, was  made  a  freeman  ]\Iay  21,  1657,  was  a  chim- 
ney viewer  in  1662,  1665  and  1671,  and  died  Oct. 
15^  1689.  He  had  three  children:  Susannah,  Will- 
iam and  Nathaniel. 

(HI)  Nathaniel  Goodwin,  son  of  William,  was 
a  shoemaker,  and  was  deacon  of  the  First  Church 
in  Hartford  from  :\Iarch,  1734,  to  1847.  He  mar- 
ried ^Mehitable  Porter,  who  was  born  Sept.  15,  1673, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Stanley)  Por- 
ter, of  Hadley,  ^lass.  She  died  Feb.  T),  1726,  and  h;s 
death  occurred  in  November,  1747.  Their  children 
were  Mehitable,  Hezekiah.  Benedicta,  Isaac.  Abra- 
ham, Stephen,  Eleazer,  Joanna,  Ruth,  Alice  and 
Nathaniel. 

(IV)  Isaac  Goodwin,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was 
baptized  Nov.  10,  1695.  He  resided  in  West  Hart- 
ford, and  w-as  grand  juror  in  1741  and  selectman  in 
1742.  He  married  (first)  Hannah  [Morgan,  who 
was  born  Nov.  24,  1703,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Rachel  ^Morgan,  and  (second)  Ruth  Gaylord,  wdio 
was  born  Oct.  18,  1704,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Hope  Gaylord,  of  Hartford.  He  died  Aug.  15, 
1766,  and  his  second  wife  died  in  ?\Iay.  1773.  The 
names  and  dates  of  birth  of  his  children,  so  far  as 
known,  are:  Sarah,  Jan.  29,  1721  ;  ^slehitable,  ]March 
30,  1723;  Anna,  'May  16,  1725:  Morgan,  Feb.  4, 
1728;  Deliverance;  Isaac,  April,  1733;  Uriah,  ]May 
II,  1735;  Ebenezer,  Oct.  30,  1737;  and  Ebenezer 
(2)  May  29.  1743.  Only  the  last  named  was  by 
the  second  marriage. 

(Y)  Ebenezer  Goodwin  was  born  in  New  Hart- 
ford May  29,  1743,  and  in  1762  he  received  from  his 
grandfather,  \Villiam  Gaylord,  fifty-seven  acres  of 
land  in  the  town  of  New  Flartford.  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  whither  he  removed,  becoming  one  of  its 
leading  citizens.  He  was  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee of  inspection  in.  1775  and  I77''>;  and  a  member 
of  tlie  Ecclesiastical  Society  from  17S0  to  1796.  He 
married  Anne  Webster,  daughter  of  Isaac  Webster, 
of  West  Hartford.  He  died  May  iS,  18 10,  and  she 
died  Jan.  8,  1835.    They  had  twelve  children,  names 


1  ,  .  ! 


i 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


221 


ami  tlatco  of  birth  being  as  follows :  Riuh,  June  3, 
1JO4;  Kbcnczor,  Juno  10,  17^)0;  i-ucy,  July  iS,  170b; 
James,  Sept.  4,  1770;  Seih,  Aug.  u.  177J;  William, 
Jan.  5,  1775;  William  {j)  Oct.  15,  177(1;  Xunuan, 
Jan.  10,  177!>;  i'uts,  Jan.  _'8,  1779;  Horace,  Keb. 
12,  1781;  i'olly,  (.)ei.  8,  178J;  and  Amanda,  Oct. 

I'itts  Ljcodwin,  born  Jan.  j8,  1779,  in 
New  Hartford,  was  the  i^rand father  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  followed  farminy  in  that  town  during  his 
active  business  career,  a'.id  with  two  exceptions  slept 
in  the  same  room  every  niglii  throughout  life.  He 
sang  in  the  church  choir  lor  over  sixty  years.  In 
1801  he  married  Miriam  Gilbert,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Gilbert,  of  Litchtield.  She  died  Dec.  11, 
i8ji,  and  on  Dec.  25,  1822,  he  married  Jerusha 
Fyler,  a  daughter  L'lysses  Fyler,  of  Torrington, 
Conn.  He  died  Aug.  2,  18O4,  and  she  departed  this 
life  Aug.  2,  1875.  -'^'1  of  his  children  were  by  the 
first  marriage,  namely:  Harvey,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; Xancy,  born  Xov.  4,  1804;  2\Iiriam  \\'.,  born 
March  5,  1806;  Urania,  born  in  1S08;  Sherman, 
born  Feb.  23,  iSio;  and  Joseph,  born  in  1812. 

(\'n)'HARVEV  Goodwin  was  born  in  Xew 
Hartford  Aug.  17,  1S02,  and  in  that  town  was 
reared  and  educated.  In  1823  he  removed  to  Tor- 
ringford.  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  brick- 
making  until  1827,  when  he  came  to  West  Hartford, 
Hartford  county.  Here  he  worked  in  a  brickyard 
for  a  time,  and  in  1832  erected  a  pottery  in  Elmwood 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  glazed  earthen- 
ware until  1872,  when  he  transferred  the  business 
to  his  sons.  On  ^larch  18,  1832,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ^^liss  Mary  Sedgwick,  who  was  born 
Jan.  31,  1806,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Lucy 
(Braman)  Sedgwick,  of  West  Hartford,  and  died 
April  18,  1843.  By  that  union  there  were  two  chil- 
dren:  Ann  Amelia,  born  !May  5,  1834,  who  married 
Samuel  P.  Burnham ;  and  Lucy  Sedgwick,  born 
Sept.  25,  1836,  who  died  Aug.  5,  1840.  Mr.  Good- 
win was  again  married,  Feb.  2,  1845,  his  second 
union  being  with  ^liss  Frances  A.delia  Elmore,  who 
was  born  [March  31,  1S14,  a  daughter  of  -Moses  and 
Eunice  (Burnham)  Elmore,  of  South  Windsor, 
Conn.  To  them  were  born  four  children  :  Harvey 
Burdctt,  Xov.  30,  1845  :  Wilbur  Elmore,  July  17, 
1847;  Newell  Elton,  Aug.  25,  1849;  and  Clarence 
E.,  Jan.  6,  1853.  The  father  was  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  his  second  wife  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  tliey  were  high- 
ly respected  and  esteemed  by  ail  who  knew  them. 
He  died  June  it,  1895,  and  she  passed  away  X'ov. 
8,  1897.  Mr.  Goodwin  was  ever  a  temperate  man, 
and,  although  he  lived  to  be  past  ninety,  retained  his 
faculties  to  an  unusual  degree,  his  eyesight  being  es- 
pecially remarkable.  He  voted  for  Jackson  for 
President. 

(VHI)  H.  BuKDETTE  GooDV.'ix,  president  of  the 
pottery  company,  was  erkicated  in  the  schools  of 
West  Hartford  and  Hartford,  and  when  a  small  boy 
comm.enced  working  for  his  father  in  the  pottery. 


He  is  a  member  of  Wyllys  Lodge,  Xo.  99,  F.  &  A. 
M.  On  June  10,  18^5,  ho  married  Miss  Annie 
Bramlov,  who  was  born  in  Alfreion,  Derbyshire, 
England,  (..>ci.  4,  1S02,  a  daughter  of  John  15.  and 
Martha  (Jepson)  Bramley,  and  they  have  tive  chil- 
dren: l'~rances  Catherine,  born  June  12,  1886;  Wal- 
lace Burdette,  June  17,  1889;  Harvey,  Sept.  5,  1890; 
IMargaret  Argyle,  Aug.  8,  1894;  and  Shirley  Bram- 
ley, Xov.  6,  1899. 

(IX)  Wilbur  E.  Goodwin  was  born  in  Elm- 
wood,  has  spent  his  entire  life  there,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  a  business  college  of 
Hartford.  After  completing  his  education  he 
worked  for  his  father  until  1S72  when  the  three  elder 
sons  formed  the  firm  of  Goodwin  Brothers,  and 
have  since  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  pottery 
business.  They  are  now  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
most  important  industries  of  the  country,  and  are 
numbered  among  its  most  enterprising  and  progres- 
sive business  men.  Our  subject  takes  quite  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  and  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  in  many  town  offices.  He  was 
for  several  years  a  selectman ;  has  been  a  member 
of  the  school  board  many  years,  and  postmaster  at 
Elmwood  since  1873.  Since  attaining  his  majority 
he  has  been  a  member  of  Wyllys  Lodge,  X'o.  99,  F. 
iS:  A.  !M.,  and  in  social  as  well  as  business  circles  he 
is  quite  popular.  Mr.  Goodwin  was  married,  in 
Hartford,  Sept.  24,  1874,  to  ^liss  Ella  J.  Waters,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  V.'aters,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children,  namely:  ]Maud  , Elmore,  Oct.  27, 
1875;  Herman  Wilbur,  Oct.  24,  1877  (died  March 
17,  187S)  ;  Roy  Wilbur,  July  5,  1880;  and  Florence 
Ella,  April  30^  1886. 

CORXELIUS  WASHIXGTON  PECK,  an 
honored  and  highly-respected  citizen  of  Kensing- 
ton, who  is  now^  living  retired  from  active  labor, 
was  born  there,  on  the  old  homestead  in  district 
Xo.  2,  Feb.  22,  1820.  The  family  residence,  built 
many  years  ago,  remained  standing  until  1872,  when 
it  was  torn  down  and  replaced  by  a  more  modern 
structure,  into  which  our  subject  moved  May  20, 
of  that  year.  On  April  i,  1897,  his  home  was  burned 
to  the  ground,  and  the  fire  is  supposed  to  have  been 
of  an  incendiary  nature,  as  it  started  under  the 
woodshed.  Since  then  he  has  found  a  pleasant 
home  with  his  daughter,  IVIrs.  Hutchison. 

^Ir.  Peck  is  of  English  descent,  and  is  a  de- 
scendant of  Deacon  Paul  Peck,  who  is  supposed  to 
have  been  born  in  the  County  of  Essex,  England,  in 
1608,  and  to  have  come  to  this  country  on  the  ship 
"Defense,"  in  1635.  He  remained  probably  in  Bos- 
ton, ]Mass.,  or  that  vicinity  until  1636,  when  he 
came  to  Hartford  wdth  Rev.  Thomas  liooker  and 
his  friends.  Ilis  name  is  in  the  list  of  proprietors 
of  Hartford  in  1639,  and  from  the  records  of  the 
town  it  appears  that  he  became  one  of  the  leading 
men.  His  residence  is  said  to  have  been  upon  what 
is  now  Washington  ,street,  not  far  from  Trinity 
College,  the  site  of  which  is  still  called  the  Peck  lot 
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by  the  old  residents  there.  lie  was  a  deacon  in 
the  Cotii; relational  Cliureh  from  iC'Si  until  liis 
death,  whieli  occurred  Dec.  J3,  1005.  His  will, 
which  i^  upon  the  probate  records,  was  dated  June 
25.  1O05,  and  proved  Jan.  15,  109').  It  is  quite 
leng'thy.  and  is  of  interest  in  its  details  and  de- 
scription of  his  proi)erly.  llis  inventory  amounted 
to  -£530,  5  shillings. 

Samuel  Peck,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  who  settled  in  ^^liddletown  (now  Berlin  ), 
Hartford  county,  marrietl,  }*Iarch  6,  1701,  Abigail 
Collier,  daughter  of  Joseph  Collier.  She  died  Oct. 
28,  174^,  and  he  died  Dec.  9,  1765.  The  great- 
grandfather was  Samuel  i'eck,  a  resident  of  Ber- 
lin, where  he  died  Aug.  25,  17S4.  He  was  married, 
Jan.  10,  1725,  to  Thankful  \\'inchcll,  who  died  Jan. 

6,  1762.  The  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name 
of  Samuel  Peck,  made  his  home  in  Berlin,  where 
he  died  July  iS,  1S02.  He  was  first  married,  !March 
3'  ^7B7'  to  Ruth  Hopkins;  his  second  wife,  Sarah, 
he  married  ]\Iarch  31,  1773;  and  for  his  third  wife 
he  wedded  Abigail  Lattimer,  Dec.  7,  1775. 

Edward  Peck,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
Nov.  21,  1776,  and  died  March  11,  1S34.  His  first 
wife,  S'arah  Langdon,  he  married  ^Nlarch  23,  1802, 
and  on  Aug.  8,  1816,  he  married  Polly  Williams, 
mother  of  our  subject.  Edward  Peck  was  a  car- 
penter and  cabinetmaker  by  trade,  and  was  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  coffins. 
He  was  a  very  early  riser  and  hard  worker.  He 
was  a  good-natured  man,  always  jovial  and  kind- 
hearted,  but  was  very  strict  with  his  sons.  He 
attended  the  Congregational  Church  very  regularly, 
but  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  New  Britain. 

Cornelius  W.  Peck  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
Fourth  District  school  of  Kensington,  and  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  upon  the  home  farm, 
comprising  sixty  acres,  which  was  divided  between 
the  four  sons  on  the  death  of  the  father,  when  our 
subject,  now  the  only  survivor,  was  fourteen  years 
of  age.  His  brother  Asahel  operated  the  farm  for 
one  year,  and  then  each  took  his  own  share.  About 
1845  our  subject  went  South,  and  for  four  years 
traveled  through  North  and  South  Carolina,  selling 
dry  goods,  clocks,  shoes,  tinware,  etc.  In  younger 
years  he  was  very  strong,  and  up  to  the  time  he 
was  seventy  years  of  age  he  could  hold  355  pounds 
on  his  legs  while  in  a  sitting  position,  his  feet  not 
resting  on  anything,  and  could  jump  up  and  strike 
his  feet  together  three  times  without  an  effort ! 

On  ^larch  22,  1848,  ^Xlr.  Peck  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Hale,  of  South 
Glastonbury,  Conn.,  who  though  rather  delicate  was 
always  a  great  worker,  and  proved  to  her  husband 
a  faithful  helpmeet.  She  was  born  Aug.  24,  1827, 
a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Fannie  ]\Iaria  (Bidwell) 
Hale,  and  died  Nov.  16,  1896.  To  ^Ir.  and  ]\Irs. 
Peck  were  born  two  children,  namely:  (i)  Ellen 
Marv  Peck,  born  Feb.  5,  1849,  was  married,  April 

7.  1870,  to  Levi  Ward  Hutchinson,  who  at  that  time 


!  was  a  joiner  and  househuildcr  of  Meriden,  but  at 
I  present  is  engaged  in  farming.    He  was  born  in 
i  JCast  Orange,  \  t.,  Aug.  20,  1832,  and  at  one  time 
I  was  a  large  land  owner  in  that  State,    liis  parents, 
j  Jerry  and  Sallic  (Ward)  Hutchinson,  are  both  now 
j  deceased,  the  former  dying  June  20,  18S7,  at  the 
I  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  the  latter  in  January,  1S87, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-fotn-.    Their  remains  were  in- 
I  terred  in  East  Orange,  \'t.    Levi  W,  and  Ellen  Isl. 
I  (Peck)  Plutchinson  have  one  son,  Walter  Frank- 
lin, born  May  14,  1871.   He  is  a  fine  workman  at  the 
printer's  trade,  being  a  master  of   the  "art  pre- 
servative of- all  the  arts,"  but  is  at  present  running 
a  "bicycle  rest"  in  Kensington.    On  Sept.  20,  1898, 
he  was  married  to  ^liss  Lulu  Tunnell,  who  was  born 
Jan.  30,  1874,  in  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  a  daughter  of  'Mar- 
cus and  -\lary  Tunnell.    (2)  Edward  Josiah  Peck, 
only  son  of  our  subject,  was  born  Alay  i,  185 1,  and 
engaged  in  business  as  a  joiner  and  carpenter  for 
several  years,  but  is  now  employed  in  the  Wilcox 
&  White  organ  factory,  of  INleriden.    He  married 
Ellen  Priscilla  Stevens,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Ste- 
vens, of  Westfield,  ^Nlass.,  and  to  them  have  come 
two  children — Harriet  Lucy,  who  was  born  Feb.  4, 
1S82,  and  died  Nov.  10,  18S8;  and  Henry  Cornelius, 
born  May  12,  1S90. 

]\Ir.  Peck  is  a  consistent  Christian  gentleman, 
is  of  a  pleasant,  genial  and  hospitable  nature,  always 
ready  for  a  joke,  and  has  a  host  of  warm  friends 
who  esteem  him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth.  Po- 
litically he  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat,  and 
since  attaining  his  majority  has  supported  every 
Presidential  candidate  of  his  party  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Florace  Greeley.  He  has  served  as  juryman, 
but  has  never  sought  or  accepted  any  political  posi- 
tion, though  several  have  been  of¥ered  him.  He 
has  always  been  very  exacting  in  all  business  mat- 
ters, and  his  integrity  is  above  question. 

WILLL\^I  SCOVILLE  CASE,  now  serving 
his  fourth  year  as  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  Hartford  county,  was  born  June  27,  1863,  in 
Tariftville,  this  county,  son  of  W'illiam  C.  Case, 
who  is  mentioned  (with  a  record  of  the  Case  family) 
more  fully  elsewhere. 

Our  subject  prepared  for  college  at  Hopkins' 
Grammar  School.  New  Haven,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1 88 1,  and  in  1885  he  completed  a 
course  at  Yale  College,  which  conferred  the  B.  A. 
degree  on  him.  While  in  college  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Scroll  and  Key  and  the  Psi  Lipsilon  Frater- 
nity. Immediately  after  graduation  he  commenced 
the  study  of  law  in  his  father's  office,  at  New  Haven, 
and  in  November,  1887,  was  admitted  to  the  Hart- 
ford County  Bar.  During  the  legislative  sessions 
of  1887  and  18S9  the  Judge  held  the  position  of  clerk 
of  bills,  and  on  Oct.  15,  1891,  he  was  appointed,  by 
Commissioner  Simonds,  law  clerk  at  the  United 
States  Patent  Office,  where  he  remained  until  April 
I,  1S93.  On  July  I,  1897,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  General  Assembly  for  a  term  of  four  years,  and 
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ciucrcd  iii>on  tlic  (.liUics  ot  liis  present  inoumbcncy,  j 
in  di^oliarginy  which  lie  lias  wl'U  an  enviable  stand-  j 
iiiy  in  the  le^^al  profession  of  the  eonniv.    Judtjc  | 
Ca>e  has  liierarv  inclinations,  and  has  ])nl)li.-!icd  a 
short  novel,  entitled  ""i  orward  lltaise.  '    lie  also 
wrote  the  liistor\-  of  Ciranby  for  J.  iianiinoiui  Trnni- 
buU's  ■■.Memorial  History  of  Hartford  Lonnty." 

On  April  8,  1S91,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  IClizabeih  Nichols,  daughter  of  -\aihan  and 
Hlizabeih  (Reximan)  Nichols,  of  Salem,  Alass.,  and 
two  chiUlren  have  blessed  this  union:  William 
Nicliols,  born  Jan.  20,  iSgj,  who  died  June  28, 
180- ;  and  Mary,  born  Jan.  19,  1895. 

DANIEL  C.  GRISWOLD  (deceased)  was  born 
in  Bristol,  Hartford  county,  although  the  greater 
portion  of  his  tiseful  life  of  lift}-tive  }ears  was 
passed  at  Rocky  Hill,  his  parents  having  removed 
to  that  town  when  he  was  a  child  of  twelve  years. 
He  was  the  eldest  of  five  children  of  Albro  and  Flor- 
illa  (Cook)  Griswold,  and  was  born  May  31,  1S36. 
Of  this  family  one  daughter  is  yet  living,  Catherine, 
wlio  married  Horace  William.  Another  daughter, 
Adeline,  became  the  wife  of  Noble  Lord,  of  He- 
bron, Conn.  Albro  Griswold,  on  coming  to  Rocky 
'  Hill,  purchased  the  farm  now'  occupied  by  Horace 
Williams,  where  Daniel  C.  lived  until  his  marriag'e. 

Daniel  C.  Griswold  received  his  education  at  the 
district  schools  near  his  father's  home,  and  at  the 
public  schools  of  Hartford.    He  was  married  Jan. 

15,  1S62,  to  I\Iary  Rose  Williams,  and  at  once  went 
with  his  wife  to  live  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in- 
law,  continuing  to  reside  there  until  his  death,  Dec. 

16,  1891. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  ^Ir.  Grisv/old's 
patriotism  was  earnest  and  sincere,  and  before  six- 
teen months  were  over  he  felt  impelled  to  offer  his 
services  to  the  cause  of  his  countrv.  Accordingly, 
on  Aug.  8,  1862,  he  bade  adieu  to  his  bride  of  seven 
months  and  enlisted  in  Company  C,  i6th  Conn.  V.  L 
for  a  term  of  three  years.    He  participated  in  the 
siege  of  Suffolk,  and  in  the  battles  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Edenton  Road,  Nansamond,  Antietam  and  ' 
Plymouth,  being  captured  April  20,  1864,  in  the  ; 
engagement  at  Plymouth,  and  taken  to  Anderson-  j 
ville  prison,  where  he  remained  until  Sept.  12;  he  I 
was  then  taken  to  Florence  and  Charleston,  being  j 
confined  for  nearly  ten  months.  At  the  close  of  the  j 
war  he  returned  home,  where  he  passed  the  remain-  I 
der  of  his  days.    He  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  j 
fellow  townsmen,  who  elected  him  to  serve  them  as  i 
assessor  and  selectman.    In  politics  he  was  a  Repub-  i 
bean,  and  in  religious  belief  a  Congregationalist, 
having  been  a  devout  member  of  the  church  of  that 
faith  at  Rockv  Hill  for  manv  vears. 

Mrs.  Daniel  C.  Griswold  was  born  June  2,  1838, 
in  the  town  of  Rocky  Hill,  on  the  same  farm  and  in 
tiic  same  house  in  v/hich  she  now  resides,  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Mary  Caroline  fliickok)  Williams, 
the  former  of  whom  w^as  a  successful  farmer  and  an 
fxleusive  land  owner.    Andrew  Williams,  son  of 


William  and  Sarah  Williams,  was  born  in  Rocky 
Hill,  ^larch  30,  1785,  one  of  ten  children,  spent  liis 
life  in  Rocky  Hill  and  died  Dec.  12,  1839.  He 
married  .Mary  Cari^line  Hiekok,  and  two  children 
were  born  to  them :  William  Cooley,  and  Mary 
Rose,  both  living,  the  son  making  his  home  in 
Catskill,  N.  Y.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  C.  Gris- 
wold were  born  two  children,  of  whom  Charles  C, 
the  hrst-born,  died  in  infancy.  The  younger,  Mary 
\\  illiams,  was  married  April  6,  1893,  William 
AI.  Ashwell,  of  West  Rocky  Hill,  who  died  Sept,  i, 
1S96,  leaving  one  daughter,  Josephine  Mae,  two 
years  old,  and  an  infant  son,  Miles.  Airs.  Grisw-old 
adopted  her  cousin,  Harriet  Frances  Hickok,  when 
she  was  a  mere  child  of  three  years.  On  reaching 
womanhood  Miss  Griswold  married,  Sept.  5,  18S8, 
E.  Elmer  Lord,  of  Portland,  Conn.  jNIr.  and  Mrs. 
Lord  have  one  child,  Mary  Rose,  and  the  family 
make  their  home  with  Mrs.  Griswold. 

OLIVER  CURTIS  ROSE  was,  until  his  de- 
cease, on  }ilay  30,  1899,  a  successful  farmer  and 
tobacco  grower  of  West  Sufheld.  He  was  born 
there  Nov.  26,  1S39,  on  the  farm  he  owned  and 
occupied.  The  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
entitled  to  a  coat  of  arms,  bearing  the  motto  "Tune 
Cede  Malis/'  of  which  Mr.  Rose,  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  possessed  an  authentic  plate. 

Gad  Rose,  grandfather  of  Oliver  Curtis  Rose, 
was  a  lineal  descendant  of  that  branch  of  the  Rose 
family  who  early  colonized  New  England,  and  was 
born  in  Granville,  ]\Iass.,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood.  However,  he  was  still  a  young  man 
wdien  he  came  to  Suffield,  Conn.,  where  he  married 
Caroline  Hale,  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  Suf- 
field families.  He  settled  on  the  old  Hale  home- 
stead, made  many  improvements,  and  here  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  engaged  in  farming,  stock 
raising  and  dairying.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig, 
took  an  active  part  in  the  w^ar  of  the  Revolution, 
and  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
honored  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  children  born 
to  Gad  and  Caroline  (Hale)  Rose  were  ten  in 
number :  Gad,  Justus,  Barlow,  Oliver,  Curtis, 
Beulah  (who  was  married  to  Charles  Dennison), 
Annorah  (married  to  Oliver  Phelps),  Caroline 
(married  to  Dr.  King),  Diadema  (who  died  single), 
and  Dianthe  (who  married  Whaddeus  Lyman). 
Both  parents  died  on  the  home,  in  the  same  faith, 
and  their  remains  were  interred  in  the  West  Suf- 
field cemetery. 

Curtis  Rose,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
on  the  old  Hale  farm.  He  was  given  the  privileges 
of  the  common  schools  for  a  short  time,  and  being 
very  studious  became  a  well-read  man  through  self- 
application.  At  an  early  age  he  was  apprenticed  at 
shoemaking  to  Deacon  C.  Dennison,  with  wdiom  he 
passed  seven  years,  but  after  completing  his  ap- 
prenticeship he  never  w^orked  at  the  trade.  His 
tendency  being  toward  "trade,"  he  started  out  on 
the  road,  peddling  Yankee  "notions,"  cigars,  etc., 
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yiul,  wlu'iKvcr  an  upiiorlunily  otTorcd,  bought  and 
t;oUl  proaucc,  ami  was  very  succosstul  in  this  jnu- 
suit.  Ho  tinalU  scaled  down  to  farming-  in  West 
Suflicld.  and  died  ..ui  hi^  larni  m  1870.  llo  was 
temperate  in  liis  liabits,  as  well  as  doniestic,  upright 
in  all  his  dealings,  and.  although  a  stanch  Reintb- 
lican,  he  was  never  an  oftice  seeker.  Although  he 
was  quite  liberal  in  his  views  on  religion,  he  was  a 
true  Christian,  and  was  greatly  respected  by  all 
with  whom  he  ever  had  any  ac^|uaiiuance. 

]Mr.  Rose  was  married,  in  West  Suftield,  to  Miss 
Julia  Warner,  daughter  of  b^.li  Warner,  and  this 
imion  was  blessed  with  seven  cliildren.  viz. :  lidwin, 
who  died  young;  Jennette,  wife  of  Benjamin  Hath- 
away, of  Stamford,  Conn.;  Carohne  C.,  who  was 
married  to  John  P.  Ingraham,  both  now  deceased: 
Enialine  E.,  wife  of  George  E.  Scoheld,  also  of 
Stamford ;  Rosaline,  wife  of  Richard  S.  Johnson, 
both  of  whom  died  in  A!al)ama ;  Oliver  Curtis,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Charles  J.,  an  insurance 
man  of  New  York  City.  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily expired  in  1S94,  a  truly  good  Christian  lady, 
and  her  mortal  remains  were  interred  beside  those 
of  her  husband. 

Oliver  Curtis  Rose  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  also  at  the  Connecti- 
cut Literary  Institute,  of  Suffield.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  commenced  teaching,  and  for  six 
years  followed  this  profession,  afterward  engaging 
in  the  cultivation  of  his  natal  farm.  Here  he  largely 
grew  tobacco,  and  also  did  some  general  farming 
and  dairying.  He  made  improvements  on  the  place 
to  the  extent  of  $8,000,  and  in  1890  erected  one  of 
the  finest  dwellings  in  West  Suftield,  fitting  it  with 
modern  improvements  and  conveniences,  and  ele- 
gantly furnishing  it,  although  l:e  retained  several 
articles  of  rare  old  furniture  that  have  been  in  the 
Rose  family  for  generations. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  Rose  was  a  Republican,  and 
served  as  selectman  of  the  town.  He  also_  filled 
the  ofilice  of  assessor,  and  other  minor  positions, 
although  he  performed  these  services  as  a  matter  of 
duty  and  not  for  the  sake  of  emolument.  While  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  Republicanism, 
his  idea  was  that  the  party  should  seek  the  proper 
men  to  fill  the  public  offices,  and  that  the  individ- 
ual should  not  seek  the  positions  for  the  sake  of 
reward  and  prominence.  ]\Ir.  Rose  was  himself 
unostentatious,  but  well-read  and  refined,  and  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  in  the  conduct  of  his  per- 
sonal affairs.  P"raternally  he  was  a  member  of  the 
F.  &  A.  AI.  lodge  at  Suffield.  and  in  his  religious 
views  was  advanced  and  liberal. 

In  1866  Oliver  C.  Rose  was  tmited  in  matri- 
mony, in  Southwick,  }^Iass.,  with  ]\Iiss  Ellen  Emily 
Rising,  a  native  of  that  town,  daughter  of  Alvin 
and  Emily  L.  (Sackett)  Rising,  ami  this  union 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Alice  Louise, 
whose  education  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools 
of  Suffield,  at  the  Xew  Britain  high  school,  and  at 
"Smith  College,  in  Xortliampton,  Mass.,  of  wdiich 


latter  she  is  a  grailuaie.    She  is  a  youny  lady  of 

'  rare  cullm-e  and  charm'ing  disposition,  and  is  the 

\  present    assistant    librarian    at    i'orl)c"s  Library, 

:  Xortliam[it<-in.    .Mrs,  Rose  is  likewise  refined,  cul- 

\  lured  and  genial  in  di.'-pKsition,  and  enjoys  the  tui- 

:  feigned  resi)ect  of  the  entire  community  of  the  town 

j  of  Suffield,  as  did  also  her  husband. 

I  JOSEPH  EDWARDS  GOODRICH,  deceased. 
'  The  Goodrich  patronymic  has  been  subject  to  vari- 
^  ous  changes  and  modifications.  The  genealogist 
i  finds  that  the. name  in  England  was  originally  God- 
ric.  The  American  branch  of  the  'family  has  de- 
I  scended  from  two  brothers,  William  and  John  Good- 
i  rich,  who  were  early  settlers  in  \\'ethersfield.  Conn., 
'  our  subject  being  of  the  sixth  generation  from 
}  William  Goodrich  through  the  following:  (I) 
I  Wilham,  (II)  David,  (111)  Jeremiah,  [Y\  )  Jere- 
]  miah,  (\')  Joseph,  and  (VI)  J.  Edwards,  our  sub- 
ject. 

\  (I)  William  Goodrich  was  born  at  Bury  St. 
\  Edmunds,  County  of  Suft'olk,  England,  and  came 
to  America  with  his  brother  John.  He  settled  at 
I  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  becair.e  a  prominent  citi- 
;  zen  of  that  town.  In  1648  he  married  Sarah  Marion,  A; 
i  daughter  of  Matthew  ]NIari^>n,  of  Hartford,  ajid  ,she 
i  bore  him  nine  children.  He  died  in  His  widow^ ' 

i  married  Capt.  William  Curtis,  of  Stratford,  Conn., 
;  and  died  in  1702. 

(II)  Col.  David  Goodrich,  son  of  William,  was 
;  born  in  \Vethersfield  -May  4,  1667,  and  died  June 
'  23,  1755.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  Hannah 
I  Wright,  and,  for  his  second,  wedded  Prudence 
I  Churchill,  and  by  both  marriages  had  seventeen 
I  children. 

!  (HI)  Jeremiah  Goodrich  was  born  Sept.  g. 
I  1709,  and  resided  through  life  at  Wethersfield.  -  On 
I  July  6,  1732,  he  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Thomas 
!  Kimberly,  and  she  bore  him  four  daughters,  Ruth 
j  Prudence,  Sarah  and  Mary,  and  one  son,  Jeremiah. 
I  He  died  3vlarch  8,  1792. 

j  (IV)  Jeremiah  Goodrich  was  born  in  1742. 
I  For  his  first  wdfe  he  married  Plepzibah  Edw-ards, 
I  and,  for  his  second,  wedded  Rebecca  Hollister, 
daughter  of  Amos  Hollister,  of  Glastonbury.  She 
was  born  in  1757,  and  died  June  12,  1833.  The  chil- 
j  dren  of  Jeremiah  Goodrich,  by  both  marriages,  were 
!  Ruth,  Jeremiah,  Sarah,  Prudence,  Elizabeth,  Joseph, 
!  David.  lohn,  Benjamin  and  Ralph.  He  died  in 
I  1823.  " 

j  (V)  Joseph  Goodrich,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
I  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Hepzibah  (Edwards)  Good- 
j  rich,  was  born  July  28,  17S1,  and  died  Feb.  7,  1852. 
I  Pie  was  a  farmer  bv  occupation  and  resided  at 

Portland,  where  he  was  biglilv  esteemed  as  a  citi- 
}  zen  and  influential  in  local  affairs.  He  was  a  prom- 
j  inent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  On 
i  Feb.  18,  1805,  he  married  r\liss  Susan  Stevens.  His 
i  children  who  lived  to  adult  age  were  as  follow's:. 
i  J.  Edw-ards,  our  subject;  William,  who  removed  to 

Arkansas,  whore  he  became  prominent,  and  was 
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for  nianv  vcars  mnci  iinicnt  land  ayoiit,  rciuniiiiu-  in 
later  iilo  to  lV>ri!aii'l.  Conn.,  where  ho  dieil ;  Charles. 
v,h'>  went  W  e>t  in  early  lite,  and  died,  lejvini::  no 
clr.ldren;  IV  lly.  who  niarrieil  l\ev.  S.  C.  \\  .  Ivan- 
kin,  the  noted  Abolitionist:  liep/.ibali.  who  married 
«  )-nKin  Sellew.  oi  the  wealliiy  and  extensive  mer- 
cantile lirni  of  .~~^ellew  Co.,  Cineinnaii,  (  )hio:  Re- 
Ixvca,  widow  of  W  illiam  Lowry,  a  eontractor.  who 
ji.nv  lives  at  Ripley,  Oliio:  and  Sarah  A.,  who  mar- 
ried Oswin  W  elles,  and  died  in  Cdaslonlniry. 

f.  ICilwards  Gocdrieli.  our  subject,  was  horn  at 
I'ortlanil.  Lonn..  Xov.  9.  1807.  In  his  youth  he 
received  a  piod  education,  attended  Colchester 
Acadeniv,  and  tanqht  school  for  a  time.  While 
teacher  in  District  Xo.  _'.  Cdasionbury.  he  met  his 
liU.ure  wife.  Miss  Xancy  Welles,  whom  he  married 
at  (dastonbury  .May  14.  1834.  She  was  born  Sept. 
(>.  181 1,  dauirhter  of  Leonard  and  Sally  ( Sellew  1 
Welles,  riiey  began  housekeeping  at  Portland, 
\v;here  he  engaged  extensively  in  farming  until,  in 
about  i8'>8,  he  removed  to  Glastonburv.  and  there 
lived  in  the  old  Welles  homestead  tmtil  iiis  death, 
which  occurred  Oct.  8.  1S79.  The  lattei  years  of  iiis 
life  were  marked  by  ill  health.  His  wife  survived  to 
lier  eighty-tirst  year,  passing  away  Dec.  30.  1891. 
iVrliaps  no  citizen  of  his  town  was  iBore  thoroughly 
liked  or  res])ected  than  Deacon  Goodrich,  as  he  was 
familiarly  known.  He  was  of  genial  disposition  and 
fond  of  a  joke,  but  preserved  his  dignity,  and  was 
;in  earnest  worker  for  the  development  and  progress 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  In  Portland 
he  was  a  deacon  in  the  First  Congregational  Church 
and  foimder  of  its  Sabbath-school,  of  which  he 
was  superintendent  for  twenty-five  years.  He  filled 
various  local  offices,  serving  as  justice  of  'the  peace, 
tax  collector,  etc.  He  was  a  close  student  of  his- 
tory, and  was  well  informed  upon  general  and  cur- 
rent topics.  Having  prospered  in  business  affairs, 
he  lived  comfortably,  and  had  a  fair  competence 
for  his  days. 

Mr.  Goodrich  reared  an  excellent  family :  Ed- 
ward Everts,  the  eldest,  is  a  banker  at  Fairbury, 
Xeb.,  and  a  prominent  man  of  means.  P.  H.,  the 
second,  is  mentioned  farther  on.  Sarah  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years.  ^Maria  died  aged  twenty-one 
years.    Alice  M.  resides  at  Glastonbury. 

J.ARVIS  WARREX  CASE,  a  retired  carriage 
inanufacturer  and  honored  citizen  of  West  Suffield, 

a  native  of  Hartford  county,  born  Sept.  2,  1S23, 
tivar  Xew  Gate  prison,  in  what  was  then  Granby,  but 

now  East  Granby  town.  He  is  a  representative 
('I  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  respected  fam- 
'-'f  _  the  county,  his  grandfather  being  Major 
I'Cnjanii.n  Case,  who  \vas  born  in  what  is  now  the 
t'-wn  or  r.ioomfield,  Hartford  county,  became  an  ex- 
Vi"''"'''.'"'  '^"'^  owner,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life. 
He  di..  =  l^  Aug.  22,  1818,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Fd.yjmfield  cemetery.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Episcop.Tl  Church,  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  served 
5--  niaj.,r  in  the  State  inilitia  for  manv  years.  He 
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married  Miss  Idizabeth  All)n.  who  was  of  English 
descent,  and  at  her  death  her  remains  were  also  in- 
terred in  HkK.imlield  cemetery.  In  their  family  were 
six  cliildreii  :  Laura  :  Warren  :  Etniice  ;  A.  llenjanui!  ; 
Eliza,  wile  of  Charles  Church,  of  Jlartford;  and 
Timothy. 

W  arren  Case,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  on 
the  home  farm  in  the  town  of  Bloomrield,  A})rii  4, 
1701.  During  the  war  of  1S12  he  enlisted  in  Capt. 
Isaac  1 'help's  company,  and  was  in  active  service 
seventy-three  days.  He  was  appointed  sergeant  at 
the  Xew  Gate  prison,  in  Granby  town,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  for  ten  years.  After  his  niarriage  he 
came  to  West  Suffield  and  purchased  a  small  farm, 
on  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  with  the 
exception  of  one  year  when  keeper  at  the  prison  in 
Wethersfield,  Coiui.  He  carried  the  mail  between 
Hartford  and  Suffield  for  over  twenty  years,  was  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  a  well-known 
and  highly  respected  man.  He  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  took 
an  active  part  in  church  and  Sunday-school  work, 
serving  as  class-leader  for  twenty  years,  and  as 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  his  home  was 
often  used  for  religious  meetings.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  West: 
Suffield.  Xear  Xewgate,  in  the  town  of  East 
Granby,  he  married  ]Miss  X'ancv  A.  \  iets,  who  was 
born  July  3,  1801,  a  daughter  of  Luke  \'iets.  Our 
subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  seven  children  born  to 
this  worthy  couple,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Henry  L.,  born  June  13,  1826,  died  Feb.  10,  1S97; 
Catharine  E.,  born  X'ov.  4,  1828,  married  Francis 
Lucas,  of  Hartford,  and  is  yet  living;  [Mary  Jane, 
born  Jan.  27,  1830,  married  David  FI.  Hubbard,  of 
Xew  York,  and  died  soon  after  niarriage ;  ]\Ianha 
C,  born  June  5,  1S32,  and  Caroline  L.,  born  May 
24,  1834,  both  died  young;  and  Dewitt  Clinton, 
born  July  22.  1841,  married  Emnta  J.  Johnson,  of 
]Middletown,  by  whom  he  has  three  children,  War- 
ren Lester,  Ada  Ellen  and  \'ivian  Rachel.  The 
father  died  April  26,  1872.  the  mother  on  x\pril  4, 
1S84,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  West  Suffield 
cemetery.  She,  too,  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Alethodist  Church. 

During  his  boyhood  Jarvis  W.  Case  attended  the 
district  schools  near  his  home,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  went  to  Springfield,  [Mass.,  where  he  spent 
four  years  and  a  half  in  learning  the  wheelwright's 
and  carriage  maker's  trades.  He  then  worked  for  a 
short  time  with  William  Thompson,  in  East  Granby, 
and  in  1846  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count in  Suffield,  where  he  soon  succeeded  in  build- 
ing up  an  excellent  trade.  For  over  half  a  century 
he  continued  to  activelv  engage  in  the  manufacture 
of  carriages,  wagons,  buggies,  etc.,  and  generally 
had  in  his  employ  about  fifteen  hands.  As  he  pros- 
pered in  business,  he  is  now  enabled  to  lay  aside 
active  labor  and  enjoy  a  well-earned  rest.  Fie  re- 
tired from  business  in  i8q6,  on  account  of  ill  health. 

In  Warnertown,  Suffield,  Mr.  Case  was  mar- 
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ricd  in  1^55,  to  Miss  Ellen  M.  Warner,  a  native  of 
that  place,  and  a  represenialive  of  a  prominent  pio- 
neer family  of  the  town,  ller  father,  C'urlis  \\  ar- 
!ior,  w  as  born  on  the  okl  homestead  in  W'arnertown, 
anil,  reeeiviny  a  ^ood  eilucation  in  the  district 
i^chools,  he  ^llcce^^,^ully  engay;ed  in  teachini^  for 
several  terms.  W  hen  a  young'  man  he  also  peddled 
tinware  and  Yankee  notions  in  Connecticut,  Massa- 
chusetts and  Xew  York,  but  after  his  marriage  set- 
tled down  to  farming,  buying  a  tract  of  150  acres  of 
land  kuiiwn  as  the  Trumbull  farm,  upon  which  he 
spent  tlie  remainder  of  his  life,  engaged  principally 
in  dairying,  stock  raising,  general  farming  and  to- 
bacco growng.  lie  made  many  improvements  upon 
his  place,  and  was  quite  successful  in  his  business 
undertakings.  In  \\'orthington,  Mass.,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Permelia  Cushman, 
a  native  of  Southwick,  that  State,  and  a  daughter 
of  Silas  Cushman.  They  became  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Charles  C.  deceased:  Francis  X'.,  a 
resident  of  West  Suflield ;  and  Ellen  M.,  wife  of  our 
subject.  The  father  died  on  tlie  home  farm  in 
1856,  the  mother  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Case  in  1SS4, 
and  their  remains  were  interred  in  West  Suffield 
cemetery.  They  were  sincere  Christians  and  faith- 
ful members  of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  in  politics  ]Mr.  Warner  was  an  Old-line  Whig. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Case  have  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren r~Geraldine,  wife  of  James  P.  Van  Gelder,  a 
cigar  manufacturer  of  \^'est  Suffield;  Bertha  P., 
wife  of  James  C.  Terrett,  a  cigar  maker  of  Suftield ; 
L.  IMabel,  at  home ;  and  Hartley  C,  who  is  still  in 
school.  The  Democratic  parly  has  always  found 
in  Mr.  Case  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and 
for  two  terms  he  ably  represented  Sufncld  town  in 
the  State  Legislature.  He  has  also  served  as  select- 
man of  the  town  for  four  years,  and  has  filled  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  other  local  positions 
in  a  most  creditable  and  acceptable  manner.  After 
a  long  life  of  toil,  he  is  calmly  resting  from  his  la- 
bors, and  is  spending  the  evening  of  his  life  pleas- 
antly at  his  home  in  \\'est  Suflield,  surrounded  by 
the  love,  respect  and  esteem  of  his  family  and  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

HON.  JOHX  COATS,  A.  M.,  Probate  Judge 
of  New  Britain,  has  held  that  responsible  position 
for  six  years. 

iMr.  Coats  was  born  ^May  9,  1842,  in  North 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  in  both  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal lines  is  descended  from  pioneer  settlers  of 
that  town.  John  Coats,  his  great-grandfather,  was 
a  leading  citizen  of  that  locality  in  his  time,  and 
his  old  homestead  has  been  held  in  the  family  ever 
since  its  allotment  from  the  wild  land,  passing  by 
will  or  inheritance  from  one  generation  to  another. 
John  Coats  married  Anna  Gray,  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward and  Elizabeth  (Peabody)  Gray,  of  the  same 
locality,  the  old  homesteads  of  the  Coats,  Gray  and 
Peabody  families  being  adjacent  properties. 
Through  Elizabeth  Peabody  our  subject  traces  his 


descent  from  John  and  Priscilla  (MuUins)  Aldcn, 
of  ■"Mayllowor"  fame,  upon  whose  romantic  his- 
ior_\  Longfellow  based  his  poem,  "Tlie  Courtship 
of  Miles  Sumdi^h."  Elizabeth  Peabody  was  a 
daughter  of  William  Peabody,  jr.,  and  his  wife 
Judith,  and  a  grandilaughter  of  William  Peabody, 
Sr.,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Alden,  daughter  of 
John  and  Priscilla. 

David  Coats,  our  subject's  grandfather  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  spent  his  entire  life  on 
the  old  Coals  homestead.  He  had  six  children,  as 
follows:  John  C,  a  farmer,  who  li\-ed  through  life 
on  the  old  Coats  homestead ;  Ansel,  the  father  of 
our  subject;  David,  a  merchant  of  North  Stoning- 
ton, who  died  comparatively  early  in  life;  Asher, 
who  died  at  N^orlh  Stonington ;  Lticy,  who  mar- 
ried a  ]\Ir.  Wheeler;  and  Clarissa,  who  remained 
unmarried. 

Ansel  Coats  became  in  early  manhood  a  mer- 
chant at  the  village  of  IMilltown,  in  North  Stoning- 
ton, Conn.,  and  was  also  engaged  in  manufacturing 
at  Great  Barrington,  ^.lass.,  and  at  iMilltown,  Conn. 
Pie  was  a  captain  of  militia,  and  during  the  war 
of  1S12  participated  in  the  defence  of  Stonington. 
He  married  Eunice  Randall,  daughter  of  Col.  Will- 
iam Randall,  who  was  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812, 
in  command  of  militia. at  North  Stonington,  Conn. 
For  many  years  xVnsel  Coats  served  as  selectman 
at  North  Stonington,  and,  though  a  man  of  few 
words  and  retiring  disposition,  his  good  jiidgment 
and  ability  were  generally  recognized,  and  he  was 
frequently  called  upon  for  advice.  Among  other 
services  rendered  by  him  was  the  frequent  drawing- 
of  wills.  He  was  a  regular  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  at  his  death,  in 
the  spring  of  1S61,  he  was  universally  mourned. 
His  children  were  as  follows :  Asher,  born  in 
1826,  is  now  a  merchant  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.; 
William  Randall,  born  in  1830,  served  in  the 
2 1  St  Conn.  V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
about  18S0;  Roswell  Randall,  born  in  1834,  is  now 
a  merchant  and  banker  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
George  F.,  born  in  1841,  is  now  a  farmer  and  in- 
surance man  of  N'orth  Stonington,  and  was  elected 
to  the  Connecticut  Flouse  of  Representatives  in 
1895  and  re-elected  in  1897;  John,  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  yotmgest  member  of  the  family. 
It  is  remarkable  that  these  five  brothers  were  uni- 
formly sticcessful,  all  becoming  stibstantial  and 
prominent  men  of  their  respective  towns. 

Hon.  John  Coats  received  his  early  education 
in  the  common  and  private  schools  of  North  Ston- 
ington, and  at  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute, 
Suffield,  completed  a  college  preparatory  cotirse. 
He  entered  Y^ale  College,  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  A.  B.  in  1868,  receiving  his  A.  3>f. 
in  1 87 1.  For  a  year  he  taught  school  at  the  Con- 
necticut Literary  Institute,  then  read  law  in  Hart- 
ford and  at  Columbia  College,  where  he  graduated 
LL.  B.  in  1 87 1,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Hartford 
Bar  the  same  year.    Pie  located  the  same  year  at 
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Chicago,  111.,  ami  was  tin  rc  during-  tlio  great  fire 
■of  that  year,  lie  rcturiK-d  to  Connecticut  in  187J, 
to  become  i)rincii)al  of  the  high  school  at  llazard- 
villc,  a  position  which  he  relinquished  within  twelve 
months  to  become  vice-principal  ami  in>U"uctor  in 
Latin  at  SulliLld.  Here  he  remained  until  1877, 
when,  attL-r  a  short  vacation,  he  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  principal  of  the  high  school  at  W  indsor 
Locks,  Conn.;  he  resigned  lliis  position  in  18S1  to 
•commence  in  the  same  town  the  practice  of  law. 
Four  years  later  he  removed  his  ofhcc  from  Wind- 
sor Locks  to  X'cw  Britain,  where  he  still  maintains 
a  lucrative  and  successful  practice. 

Mr.  Coats  was  a  member  of  Conipany  G,  22d 
Coiui.  \'.  L,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  June, 
1S63,  after  nine  months'  service.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  various  prominent 
fraternal,  political  and  religious  organizations.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Windsor  Locks  school  board 
for  three  years,  and  was  representative  in  the  Con- 
necticut General  Assembly  for  Windsor  Locks  in 
18S4,  serving  on  the  Judiciary  committee.  He  has 
also  •^served  acceptably  as  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  New  Britain,  and  associate  judge  of  the 
city  court,  and  since  1895  has  been  judge  of  the 
probate  court,  Berlin  district.  While  Judge  Coats 
is  a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  one  whose 
wide  experience  and  thorough  mental  equipment 
have^tted  him  for  a  place  of  influence  and  prom- 
inence in  the  community,  he  is  esteemed  as  well 
for  his  upright  bearing  and  many  admirable  per- 
sonal qualities.  He  was  married,  June  2,  1S71,  to 
Josephine  L.  \\'alker,  daughter  of  Rev.  \\'illiam  C. 
Walker,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  They  have  no  children. 

JAMES  HENRY  CHARLTON  (deceased) 
was  one  of  the  prominent  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  East  \\'indsor  Hill,  and  as  a  merchant  he 
was  actively  identified  with  its  business  interests  in 
early  life. 

A  native  of  Hartford, county,  ^Ir.  Charlton  was 
born  Nov.  22,  181 5,  in  the  town  of  South  Windsor, 
in  the  house  where  his  widow  now  resides.  His 
father,  Jesse  Charlton,  was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn., 
Jan.  2,  1778,  and  when  a  young  man  came  to  East 
Windsor  Hill,  where  he  opened  a  shop  and  engaged 
in  merchant  tailoring  for  many  years.  Here  he  also 
served  as  justice  of  the  piiace  for  some  years,  and 
as  deputy  sheriff.  He  was  a  devout  Christian,  and 
an  active  member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  the  town.  He  died  March  11,  1859, 
honored  and  respected  bv  all  who  knew  him.  On 
Nov.  2,  1S09,  he  married  ]Miss  Rebecca  ]\L  Thomas, 
of  Hartford,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children : 
Elizabeth,  who  was  horn  April  29,  181 1,  and  mar- 
ried (first)  Charles  Glcason  and  (second)  Ira 
Tracy;  Edward  S.,  who  was  born  Jan.  21,  1813; 
and  James  H.,  our  subject.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  Feb.  13,  1829,  and  the  father  again  married, 
March  24,  1S30,  his  second  union  being  with  ]\Iiss 
Harriet  Jones. 


I       Reared  in  I'ast  Windsor  Hill,  James  H.  Charl- 
!  ton  was  educated  in  the  common  school  and  academy 
'  of  that  place.    When  a  young  man  he  went  to  Hart- 
!  ford,  w  here  he  clerked  in  a  store  for  two  years  and 
'  actiuircd  an  excellent  knowledge  of  business  meth- 
j  ods,  which  proved  of  great  benefit  to  him  in  later 
i  years.    On  his  return  to  his  native  town  he  pur- 
I  chased  the  store  of  Eli  Haskell,  in  partnership  with 
his  father,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business  until 
1857.    From  that  time  on  until  his  death  he  was  not 
actively  engaged  in  any  buiness,  but  lived  retired. 

Mr.  Charlton  was  married,  April  30,  1845, 
Miss  Elvira' Moseley  Hale,  a  native  of  Glastonbury, 
Conn.,  of  which  town  lier  father,  Julius  Hale,  was 
also  a  native.  She  was  a  descendant  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Potwin,  the  first  Congregational  minister 
of  East  Windsor,  he  being  her  great-grandfather. 
She  died  Nov.  21,  1853,  and  on  ]\Iay  17,  1855,  Mr. 
Charlton  married  her  sister,  Miss  Julia  E.  llale, 
who  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  East  Windsor 
Hill.  There  were  no  children  by  either  marriage, 
but  they  adopted  two:  Augustus  LI.;  and  Anna  I\L, 
now  the  widow  of  Charles  J.  Rockwell,  by  whom  she 
had  three  children,  Julia  C,  Frederick  K.  and  ]Mar- 
guerite,  all  residing  with  INIrs.  Charlton. 

The  Republican  party  always  found  in  Mr. 
Charlton  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and 
for  many  years  he  most  ably  and  acceptably  served 
as  postmaster  at  East  Windsor  Hill.  He  was  widely 
and  favorably  known,  and  his  death,  which  occurred 
Aug-.  16,  1878,  was  deeply  mourned. 

ALBERT  JACKSON  LESTER,  a  property 
Tiolder  of  East  Hartford  IMeadow,  descends  from 
ancestry  who  have  for  generations  been  residents  of 
the  town  of  East  Hartford,  in  the  vicinity  of  Silver 
Lane,  and  w-as  born  in  East  Hartford  Meadows 
Sept.  13,  1824,  a  son  of  Chauncey  and  Abigail 
(Wood)  Lester. 

Chauncey  Lester  was  born  in  1798,  on  Silver 
street,  and  was  a  son  of  Isaac  Lester,  who  married 
IMiss  Risley.  Isaac  was  a  shoemaker,  and  also  car- 
ried on  farming  on  Silver  street;  his  children,  seven 
in  number,  were :  Harry,  Austin,  Chauncey, 
Isaac,  Eliza,  Sarah,  and  Ann.  Chauncey  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter  and  builder  under  Capt. 
Crocker,  at  Hartford,  and  afterward  worked  at  the 
South  during  the  winter  seasons,  and  in  the  sum- 
mers at  the  North,  chiefly  in  East  Hartford,  and 
w-as  an  excellent  mechanic.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  worked  hard  for  the  success  of  his 
party.  In  religion  he  was  a  Baptist,  but  in  his  latter 
years  was  not  very  active  in  church  work ;  never- 
theless he  was  always  pious  and  upright.  He  was  a 
large  man,  weighed  about  275  pounds,  and  lived 
to  reach  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  in  South  Windsor,  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  and  the  remains  of 
both  were  interred  in  the  East  Liar t ford  cemetery. 
Their  children,  seven  in  number,  were :  Albert  J., 
our  subject;  George  F.,  who  went  to  Sacramento 
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onitity,  Cal.,  in  185J,  aiul  still  lives  there,  retire^l : 
Louisa,  who  was  iiiarried  to  Sainuel  Taylor, ami  dietl 
in  llarttord:  Isaac  Lee.  who  was  a  shoemaker  aiul 
liied  in  I'last  llartt\a\I:  Julia,  who  is  siill  .siiii;le; 
Amirew   M.;  ami  juliu>   M.,  of   I'ast  llarttord. 

Albert  J.  Le>ter  atlendeil  the  (li-<triet  schools, 
wiiich  were  interior  in  his  early  ila\ s  to  those  of 
the  present,  and  anion-;'  his  earliest  teachers  were 
Dr.  Looniis.  Mr.  Atwoinl  and  Miss  Wells.  Later 
lie  attended  a  ]^rivate  school  taught  hv  Salmon 
I'heliis.  and  so  ended  liis  school  days.  At  the  age 
of  si.xteen  years  he  began  learning  the  tailor's  trade 
under  Erastus  Goodwin,  of  Ilartfiud,  served  an 
apprenticeshii-)  of  live  >ears  for  his  board  and 
clothes,  and  th.en  worked  as  a  journeyman  in  Hart- 
lord  until  1S49,  \vl'.on  he  went  to  California. 
"Arouiul  the  Horn  in  49.  "  a  narrative  issued  in 
180S,  and  written  l)y  Rev.  L.  J.  Hall,  chaplain  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  describes  the  voyage 
of  the  "Henry  Lee  "  from  Xew  York  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  this  was  the  vovage  made  by  Mr.  Lester. 

While  in  California  ^ir.  Lester  was  engaged  in 
mining-  for  some  years  during  the  winter  months, 
but  having-  "taken  up"  some  government  land  he 
passed  the  summer  months  in  clearing  and  improv- 
ing it.  Later  he  devoted  all  his  attention  to  gar- 
dening, and  successfully  raised  vegetables  which 
met  with  a  ready  sale  at  a  remunerative  price ;  he 
also  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
In  1886  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  has  since  re- 
sided in  East  Hartford  ^Meadow,  and  has  erected 
a  number  of  houses  for  renting. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lester  was  first  a  Democrat,  but 
for  reasons  sufficient  and  cogent  to  himself  saw 
fit  to  change  his  views,  and  is  now  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican. He  has  never  been  willing  to  fill  office, 
much  less  seek  it,  but  always  aids  his  party  in  se- 
curing victory  at  the  polls.  He  has  led  a  life  of 
morality  and  temperance,  and  has  never  used  to- 
bacco in  any  form.  Mr.  Lester  has  never  married. 
He  is  emphatically  a  self-made  man  from  a  business 
point  of  view,  but  notwithstanding  his  success  in 
life  is  devoid  of  ostentation,  and  his  plain,  even- 
going  walk  through  life  has  won  for  him  the  de- 
served respect  of  all  his  fellow  townspeople. 

P.  H.  GOODRICH,  deceased.  In  every  com- 
munity, large  or  small,  there  are  a  few  men  who 
by  their  force  of  character  are  intuitively  recognized 
as  leaders,  men  who  are  successful  in  their  bttsiness 
undertakings,  generous  and  fair  in  their  relations 
with  others,  and  who  pjrceive  and  warmly  advo- 
cate those  measures  which  insure  the  public  well- 
being.  In  the  thriving  town  of  Glastonbury  there  is 
no  name  better  known  than  that  of  the  deceased 
gentleman,  whose  name  appears  at  the  opening  of 
this  sketch,  and  who  was  a  distinguished  repre- 
sentative of  an  honored  family.  He  was  intimately 
associated  with  those  enterprises  through  which  the 
town  has  attained  a  higher  and  broader  life.  Lie 
aided  or  led  in  every  good  inovement  for  the  public 


good,  and  as  merchant,  manufacltirer.  tobaco 
grower,  [)acker  and  buyer,  etc..  as  well  a^  poi)ular 
and  eminent  citi.'^en,  he  was  prominent  in  its  ma- 
terial growth. 

Mr.  Goodrich  was  burn  in  Portland,  Conn.,  May 
J7,  1840.  He  attended  the  district  schools,  and 
during  one  winter  was  a  student  in  a  private  schm^il 
conducted  in  the  old  clnn-ch  by  a  ^Ir.  Ouimby. 
Later  he  attemled  Chase's  scliool,  at  Middletown, 
where  he  completed  his  education.  In  185S  he  went 
to  Chamjiaign.  111.,  and  purchased  a  new  farm,  where 
he  engaged  in  stock  raising  and  farming  for  two 
}-ears.  \\  hile  in  Illinois  he  cast  his  first  vote,  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Disposing  of  his  farm  he  re- 
turned to  Portland.  Conn.,  and  in  August.  1S62. 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  20th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Parktr.  He  saw  active  service  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  Civil  war,  his  regiment  proceeding 
at  once  to  Capitol  Hill,  Washington,  and  thence  to 
Arlington,  where  it  was  drilled.  The  winter  of 
1862-63  was  spent  in  X'irginia.  Chancellorsville 
was  the  first  general  engagement  where  the  20th 
Connecticut  received  its  "baptism  of  fire."  Company 
D  held  an  exposed  position,  and  three  orderlies  w-ere 
killed  while  conveying  orders  to  the  company  to 
fall  back.  3*Ir.  Goodrich  was  at  Gettysburg,  his 
regiment  being  a  part  of  the  12th  Army  Corps, 
Gen.  Slocum  reaching  the  memorable  struggle  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  first  daw  He  remained  with 
the  regiment  until  the  spring  of  1864,  when  as  an 
invalid  he  was  left  in  a  hospital  before  Atlanta. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  proceeded  with  his  com- 
mand to  the  sea.  On  ^March  19,  1865,  he  received 
a  ball  through  his  left  foot,  and  was  sent  from  the 
field  hospital  to  the  hospital  at  Xewbern,  N.  C,  was 
placed  on  the  transport  "Northern  Light,"  and  was 
ofi^  Xewbern  when  Sherman's  dispatch  boat  an- 
nounced the  surrender  of  Lee — the  grand  news 


which  evoked  the  intensest 


enthusiasm  among  the 
to   Xew   York   in  the 
honorably  discharged 


crippled  men.  Proceeding 
transport  our  subject  was 
from  the  service  in  June,  1865.  Pie  entered  the  army 
as  a  private,  was  at  once  made  corporal,  and  was 
subsequently  promoted  to  sergeant  and  later  to  or- 
derly sergeant. 

For  a  year  or  two  after  Mr.  Goodrich's  return 
X^orth  his  foot  was  so  disabled  that  he  could  do 
little  work.  In  1867  he  went  to  Champaign  county, 
111.,  where  he  was  in  business  with  his  brother.  Re- 
turning to  Connecticut  he  entered  the  service  of  his 
uncle.  Frederick  Welles,  of  Glastonbury,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  tobacco  business,  and  when  the  uncle 
retired  Mr.  Goodrich,  with  Charles  F.  Tag  &  Son, 
of  X^ew^  York,  continued  the  buying  and  packing  of 
tobacco  in  and  around  Glastoiibury.  Later  the  firm 
dissolved,  and  he  conducted  the  business  individual- 
ly until  1893,  wdien  he  leased  his  tobacco  building 
and  retired. 

In  1894  'Mr.  Goodrich  was  a  prime  tnover  in  the 
organization  of  the  Riverside  Paper  Manufacturing 
Co.,  of  Glastonbury,  of  which  he  is  now  president 
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And  treasurer.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Eagle  Sterling  Co.,  which  !atcr  ronu'vcil  else- 
where, tl'.e  Riverside  Paper  Manufacturing  Co.  then 
occupying  t!ie  vacated  plant.  The  product  is  bind- 
ers' hoard  an^l  trunk  board.  Mr.  Goodrich  was 
vice-president  ai-.d  director  <if  the.  Goodrich  P.ros. 
Banking  Co.,  of  Fairbury,  Xeb.,  an  institution  that 
has  never  lost  any  money  for  its  eastern  investors, 
and  presideiit  of  tlie  Glastonbury  Stcan^  Bc^at 
^\'harf  Co. 

On  Oct.  14,  iS('x),  Mr.  Gootlrich  married  Miss 
Helen  E.  Wells,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
eight  children,  all  living:  Arthur  B.,  born  March 
•S,  ii^73.  graduated  from  Mt.  Hernion  College  in 
1894,  and  was  a  student  at  Amherst  for  one  year, 
leaving  school  to  take  his  present  position,  that  of 
superintendent  of  the  Riverside  Paper  Manufactur- 
ing Co. ;  Leslie  W.,  of  Hartford,  born  April  3,  1874, 
completed  two  years"  study  in  the  scientific  depart- 
ment of  Cornell,  and  took  special  work  in  Yale ; 
Sarah  M.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Glastonbury  Acad- 
emy; Joseph  I£.,  of  Hartford,  born  April  12,  1S79, 
is  a  graduate  of  \\'iliiston  Seminary,  class  of  '98 ; 
Ralph  S.,  Bertha  H.,  Henry  C.  and  Eth.el  J.  are  at- 
'tending  school. 

In  politics  yiv.  Goodrich  was  a  Republican. 
When  a  young  man,  in  I'ortland,  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace.  In  Glastonbury  he  was  lirst 
selectman  for  four  years,  and  for  the  san.ie  length 
of  time  was  auditor.  In  1884  and  in  1897  he  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  Legislature,  each  term  sitv- 
ing  on  the  ^Military  committee.  Himself  and  wife 
were  prominent  and  active  members  of  the  Congre- 
o'ational  Church,  which  just  prior  to  his  decease  he 
served  as  a  member  of  its  investment  committee. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  St.  James  Cemetery  .Asso- 
ciation, at  Glastonbury.  Socially  he  I'.eid  active 
membership  in  Tvler  Post,  Xo.  50,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Hart- 
ford. 

Mr.  Goodrich  as  a  business  man  was  eminently 
successful.  He  was  one  of  the  best-known  citizeiis 
of  the  town,  and  his  opinions  were  often  sought  and 
^iven  great  weight  in  matters  of  both  personal  and 
public  welfare.  Possessing  a  ripe  judgment  he  was 
conservative  in  his  opinions,  but  his  1  vision  was 
broad  and  extended  to  all  sides  of  a  question  in 
issue.  In  manner  Mr.  Goodrich  was  approachable 
.and  unostentatious ;  his  integrity  was  unquestioned, 
and  his  character  was  an  exemplar  of  tlie  best  type 
of  American  citizenship.  His  health  had  been  fail- 
ing for  several  months,  and  he  died  Sept.  20,  1900, 
less  than  a  week  after  being  confined  to  the  house. 

JOHN  HUMPHREY  SESSIONS,  in  whose 
■death  at  Bristol,  Sept.  to,  1899,  the  community  lost 
one  of  its  most  valued  citizen.^,  v,-as  a  native  of 
■Connecticut,  born  March  17,  182S,  in  Burlington, 
Hartford  county. 

The  Sessions  family,  with  which  our  subject 
"was  connected,  had  its  origin  in  Wantage,  Berk- 
shire, England,  which  place  was  visited  in  1889  by 


a  member  of  the  Connecticut  line,  who  found  none 
of  the   family  there,    ildwcver,  in  the  adjoining 
I  county  of  Gloucester  there  is  a  family  by  the  name 
I  of  Sessions,  which,  th-ere  is  little  doubt,  came  from 
j  the  ;;ame  stock — in  fact,  it  was  the  only  one  of  the 
I  name  to  be  found  in  England.    The  liead  of  this 
I  Gloucestershire  family,  Hon.  J.  Sessions,  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years  was  mayor  of  the  city  of  Gloucester, 
and  liis  three  sons  were  associated  with  him  in  a 
large  manufacturing  business  in  both  Gloucester 
and  CarilitY  (Wales),  the  style  of  the  firm  being  J. 
Sessions  &  Sons.-   There  is  also  a  daughter  who 
is  actively  engaged  in  benevolent  and  reformatory 
work,   while  the  mother  established  and  built  a 
"Home  for  the  Fallen,"  which  is  nianaged  and 
cared  for  bv  members  of  the  family.    They  all  be- 
long to  the  "Society  of  Friends,"  and  Frederick 
Sessions,  although  at  the  head  of  a  large  business, 
gives  his  eiuire  time,  without  salary,  to  reformatory 
work,  lecturing  and  organizing  Sunday-schools,  an^.l 
Temperance  and  other  beneficent  societies. 

The  crest  of  the  English  Sessions  famil\'  is  a 
griffin's  head.  This  mythological  creature  was 
sacred  to  the  sun,  and,  according  to  tradition,  kept 
guard  over  hidden  treasures.  It  is  emblematical  of 
watchfulness,  courage,  perseverance  and  rapidity 
of  execution — characteristics  of  the  Sessions  family 
to  the  present  day. 

The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  we  have  record, 
in  this  country,  was  (I)  Alexander  Sessions,  born 
about  1645,  and  was  living  in  Andover,  Z^Iass.,  in 
1669,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  as  in  a  depo- 
sition he  made  dated  Jan.  27,  1669,  he  called  him- 
self "aged  twenty-four  years."'  He  died  in  An- 
dover, Mass.,  Feb.  26,  168S-89.  He  married  April 
24,  1672,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Spofford.  of 
Rowley,  Mass.,  who  after  his  death,  married  a  ?^^r. 
Low.  Alexander  Sessions  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  church  in  Andover  in  1688  and  until 
their  decease.  Alexander  Sessions  was  a  freeman 
of  Andover,  in  1677  ;  was  also  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  town,  as  appears  by  a  vote,  naming  the 
proprietors,  about  that  time.  He  died  in  Andover 
j  Feb.  18,  16SS-89.  His  name  was  originally  spelt 
I  "x\lexsander  Scshins,"'  or  "Sutchins."  His  will  was 
admitted  to  probate  Alarch  8,  1696-97,  and  inven- 
toried £119,  wdiich  was  attested  by  his  widow,  who 
was  named  as  administrator.  Their  children,  livin.g 
in  1697,  were  as  follows:  (i)  Elizabeth,  born  in 
I  1673,  married  July  18,  1694,  Richard  Carrier.  (  2  ) 
John,  born  Oct.  4,  1674,  was  living  June  16,  1705, 
as  records  of  Andover  show.  (3)  Alexander,  born 
Oct.  3,  1676.  (4)  Timothy,  born  April  14,  1678, 
was  living  in  1696-97.  (  5  )  Samuel,  sketcli  of  whom 
follows.  (6)  X'athaniel,  born  xA.ug.  8,  1681,  married 

Hannah   .    He  settled  in  Ponifret,  Conn., 

iK'fore  October,  1765,  where  he  died  in  March,  1771, 
aged  ninety-one  years;  his  wife  died  saiue  year. 
(7)  Josiah,  born  ]\Iay  2,  1684,  died  Dec.  30,  1724, 
in  Bradford.  He  married  in  September.  1725,  .Xnna 
■  — ,  whose  mother  was  Widow  }Jary  Cole. 
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(8)  Josepli,  born  March  28.  16S6,  was  living'  in 
I'uinirct,  Conn.,  in  1713,  antl  alive  in  175-?.  (,9) 
Abial,  born  about  K)S8,  married  bo  tore  April,  1752, 
 Dornian.  and  livint:;  in  York  couniy,  Maine, 

(II)  Sanniel,  born  March  8,  1080,  in  Andover, 
Mass.,  on  what,  was  known  at  that  time  as  "Ses- 
sion's Hill,  "  was  a  husbandman,  and  aocnnnilated 
considerable  prcpert}-  which  was  inherited  by  his 
children,  lie  was  drowned  at  Boxford,  Mass., 
Dec.  0,  1750.  I'.y  his  wife  Mary  (^Cox  or  Cock; 
he  had  children  as  follows:  {i)  Sarah,  born  in 
170S-09,  died  Jan.  7,  1709.  (2)  Samuel,  a  sketch  of 
whom  follows.  (_3  )  Timothy,  born  probably  in  171 1 
as  he  died  in  Xovember,  1763,  aged  tifty-two  years. 
±le  married  ni  Xovember,  1738,  Abigail  Black,  of 
Boxford.  (4)  One  born  Aug.  17,  1712,,  died  in  in- 
fancy. (5)  Mary,  born  Sept.  7,  1714,  died  July  19, 
173O.  {b)  David,  born  Jan.  25,  1718,  died  in  his 
country's  service  at  Crown  Point,  Dec.  29,  1756.  He 
married  Mary  Lancksford,  Dec.  29,  1743. 

(HI)  Samuel,  born  in  1710,  died  April  24,  1746. 
He  married  Jan.  8,  1739,  llannah  Gray,  daughter 
of  Henry  Gray,  who  came  from  England,  married 
Mary  Blunt,  and  died  in  1755.  Samuel  Sessions 
was  a  husbandman,  and  owned  large  tracts  of  land 
in  Andover,  }k[ass.  His  children  were:  (ij  Sarah, 
born  in  Andover,  Xov.  6,  1740,  married  previous 
to  July  14,  1760,  ^lichacl  Gillson,  and  settled  in 
Westminster,  \'t.,  before  June  24,  1763.  She  died 
Nov.  I,  1815.     {2)  John,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

(R  )  John  Sessions,  born  in  Boxford,  ?vlass., 
June  9,  1742,  died  in  Westminster,  Vt.,  3ilay  i, 
1820.  He  married  Xov.  17,  1763,  Ann  W'arstley, 
born  in  1740  in  Dedham,  ]\Iass.,  and  died  Oct.  12, 
1820.  He  was  a  farmer,  deacon  of  the  church,  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  much  respected ;  was  for  two 
years  a  member  of  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
and  was  first  judge  of  the  county  court ;  also  mem- 
ber of  X'ew  York  Legislature  for  four  years  under 
the  elder  Governor  Clinton.  Children:  (i)  Ann, 
born  July  20,  1765,  married  David  Foster.  (2) 
John,  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (3)  Samuel,  born 
June  25,  1773,  married  June  17,  1817,  ^Irs.  Gray; 
he  died  of  fever  Jan.  9,  1826. 

(V)  John  Sessions,  born  July  30,  1768,  in  West- 
minster, Vt.,  married  Oct.  16,  1793,  Lucinda  Wash- 
burn, born  'Sla.y  14,  1770,  and  died  }vlarch  11,  1820. 
He  was  a  farmer,  and  highly  respected  as  a  citizen. 
He  died  in  Lunenburg,  \'t.,  Jan.  25,  1852,  the  father 
of  seven  children,  as  follows  :  ( i )  John,  born  Sept. 
^9>  I795>  married  Feb.  i,  1825,  Eliza  Winne,  born 
Jan.  20,  1798.    He  was  a  Congregational  minister. 

(2)  Lucinda,  born  !March  23,  1797,  married  Xov. 
29,  1827,  r^Iiss  ]\Liria  Case;  she  died  Dec.  22,  1866. 

(3)  Calvin,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows.  (4)  Joseph 
W.,  born  June  30,  1801,  married  Oct.  17,  1833, 
INIary  Sewell  Dunning-,  of  Brunswick,  ]\Iaine,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Dunning.  Joseph  W.  Sessions  was 
a  Congregational  minister.  (5)  Orpha,  born  Feb. 
18,  1803,  and  died  in  1872,  married  April  25,  1824, 
Charles  Ames,  of  Lunenburg,  Vt.     (6)  Samuel, 


born  March  23,  1805,  married  Caroline  Bird,  of 
Buffalo,  X.  Y.  He  was  a  Congregational  minister. 
(^7J  .\ini  Maria,  burn  .March  13,  1808,  married  Oct. 
29,  1828,  A.  G.  Retlwav,  of  Jelferson  countv,  Xew 
;  York. 

'  1)   Calvin  Sessions,  born    in  Westminster,^ 

1  V't.,  Jan.  10,  1799,  married  Lydia  Beckwith,  Jan. 

I,  1822.  She  was  born  Xov.  20,  1796,  a  daughter 
:  of  Abncr  Beckwith,  who  was  born  in  Lyme,  Conn., 
!  in  1771.    He  died  in  Jjurlington,  (,"onn..  May  10, 

1868.  Polly  (1  luniphrcy ),  his  wife,  was  born  in 
I  Burlington,  Conn.,  and  died  there  April  10,  1800. 
;  Calvin  Sessions  died  in  Burlington,  Conn.,  X'^ov. 
{  9,  i860;  his  wile  L}dia  passed  away  in  Bristol, 

Conn.,  July  9,  1870. 
I       Calvin  Sessions  was  a  clothier  by  trade,  and  in 
I  his  younger  days,  in  Burlington,  operated  a  factory 

of  his  own.  Fie  was  captain  of  the  militia  company 
;  in  Burlington.  In  religion  he  was  a  stanch  sup- 
I  porter  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Burlington, 
i  A  brief  record  of  the  children  born  to  him  and  his 
i  wife  were  as  follows:  (i)  A  son,  born  at  Burling- 
I  ton.  Conn.,  Oct.  27,  1822,  died  in  infancy.  (2) 
:  Catherine  ]Maria,  born  in  Burlington,  Oct.  27,  1823,. 
I  married  X'ov.  19,  1842,  Samuel  LeRoy  Beldon,  of 
j  Burlington.    She  died  Aug.  22,  1893,  at  Bristol. 

(3)  Adeline  Eliza,  born  in  Burlington,  ]March  27, 

1825,  married  X'ov.  14,  1845,  Erastus  Stanley  Bacon, 
I  who  was  born  April  23.  1820,  and  died  Sept.  20, 

1864,  while  being  removed  from  Andersonville 
I  prison  pen  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  He  was  a  mem- 
i  ber  of  the  7th  Reg.  Conn.  \"ol.  She  died  in  }\Iay, 
!  1S82,  at  Bristol.  (4)  Samuel  Washburn,  born  in 
i  Burlington,  Oct.  31,  1826,  married  Jan.  2,  1850, 
I  X'ancy  Frisbic,  of  Southington,  Conn.,  who  was 
1  born  Aug.  i,  1824.  Fie  is  a  member  of  the  bolt, 
I  etc.,  manufacturing  firm  of  Lamson  &  Sessions, 
i  Cleveland,  Ohio.  (5)  John  Humphrey,  a  sketch  of 
;  whom  follows.  (6)  Albert  Gridley,  born  in  Bur- 
lington, March  28,  1831,  died  there  June  8,  1832. 
i  (7)  Lydia  Beckwith,  born  in  Burlington,  Conn., 
j  Aug.  II,  1832,  married  'Ms.y  6,  1852,  Samuel  [Miller 
]  Lamson,  born  Jan.  i.  1826,  in  Sheffield,  ^lass.,  son 
j  of  Isaac  and  Celina  Lamson,  of  Burlington,  Conn. 

Fie  is  a  farmer  in  Burhngton.  (8)  Albert  Joseph. 
I  born  in  Burlington,  Conn.,  June  u,  1834,  married 

Oct.  2,  1853,  Fllen  Lucinda  Castle,  born  in  Union- 
I  villc,  Conn.,  July  14,  1836,  a  daughter  of  Joel  and 
j  Mary  (Fenton)  Castle.    Joel  Castle  was  born  in 

Harwinton,  Conn.,  ^larch  10,  1813;  Mary  Fenton 
!  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Conn.,  April  9,  181 5,  and 
j  died  July  11,  1856.    Albert  Joseph  Sessions  died 

in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  June  25,  1870;  his  widow  now 
I  lives  in  Bristol,  Conn.  (9)  Fannie  Lucinda,  born 
!  in  Burlington,  Conn.,  April  21,  1836,  married  May 
i  17,  1856,  Isaac  Porter  Lamson,  son  of  Isaac  and 
I  Celina  Lamson,  and  born  in  Mount  Washington, 
'  [Mass.,  Sept.  2,  1832.  They  live  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
:  where  he  is  a  mantifacturer,  the  firm  name  being- 
j  The  Lamson  &  Sessions  Co.  (10)  Willard  Foster, 
'  born  in  Burlington,  Conn.,  July  5,  1838,  married 
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l-\-b.  iS,~J.  Jnlia  Pcttiliono,  of  lUuiiii-^toii.  lie 
is  a  fariiKT  in  the  town  of  l.lrisiol,  near  i.cwi.s' 
Corners. 

(\  11)  Jolm  Iluinphroy  Sessions,  born  Marcli 
17,  iSjS,  in  I'.nrlinglon,  Conn.,  was  married  April 
2J,  1S4S.  to  Miss  Emily  Bnnneli,  born  in  LUirling- 
lon,  Ian.  30,  i8j8,  a  tiangliler  of  Allen  and  Rhotla 
(^Alwater)  Bnnneli,  also  of  Curlington.  Allen  Bun- 
nell was  born  there  l-'eb.  7,  180J.  and  liied  at  Bris- 
tol; Ivhoda  (Atwoodj  Bunnell  was  born  in  Bristol. 
Conn.,  Nov.  16,  iSoo,  and  died  at  r>ri>t('l.  Children 
born  to  John  llunii)hrey  and  Ennly  (^Bunnell)  Scs- 
.<;ions  were  as  follows;  1  )  John  Henry,  a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  farther  on.  \^2)  Carrie  Emily,  born 
in  Bristol,  Dec.  15,  1854.  married  Dec.  24.  187 1, 
George  W.  Xeubauer.  of  Bristol.  (3)  William 
Edwin,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  farther  on.  The 
mother  is  yet  living. 

John  Humphrey  Sessions  received  a  common- 
school  education  such  as  the  district  schools  afforded 
in  his  boyhood  days,  and  at  an  early  age  beg.m 
to  work  in  the  wood-turning  establishment  of  A. 
L.  &  \\'.  Winston,  I'olkville,  a  suburb  of  Bristol, 
where  he  learned  the  trade.  In  course  of  time,  that 
firm  having  made  an  assignment  to  ^Ir.  Sessions, 
he  in  1858  went  into  partnership  with  Henry  A. 
A\'arner,  imder  the  firm  name  of  Warner  &:  Ses- 
sions. The  venture  proving  a  success,  he  in  1869 
removed  the  business  to  the  center  of  the  town. 

Soon  after  locating  in  Bristol,  his  brother  Albert 
J.  died  and  left  a  trunk-hardware  business,  which 
!Mr.  Sessions  purchased,  and  at  once  threw  all  his 
characteristic  energy  into  it.  This  was  about  1870, 
and  the  success  of  his  undertaking  was  apparent 
from  the  start,  for  he  made  money  rapidly,  ex- 
tended the  business  and  soon  had  it  on  a  footing 
where  it  was  considered  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous manufacturing  establishments  in  Bristol.  3,Ir. 
Sessions's  eldest  son,  J.  Henry  Sessions,  was  ad- 
mitted to  partnership  and,  later,  another  son,  W. 
E.  Sessions,  the  firm  being  known  as  J.  H.  Sessions 
&  Sons.  They  make  a  general  line  of  trunk  hard- 
ware, which  has  a  well-known  reputation.  In 
1879  ?klr.  Sessions  bought  the  property  owned  by 
the  Bristol  Foundry  Co.,  on  Laurel  street,  and  to- 
gether with  his  son  William  E.  formed  the  Sessions 
Foundry  Co.  This  business,  like  the  others  that 
Mr.  Sessions  undertook,  was  a  success  from  the 
first,  and  in  1S95  the  firm  built  a  new  foundry  plant 
on  Farmington  avenue.  They  moved  into  it  in 
1896,  and  at  the  celebration  in  honor  of  the  event, 
leading  manufacturers  from  Connecticut  and  else- 
where were  present  to  inspect  the  plant. 

All  his  life  ^Ir.  Sessions  was  identified  with 
important  concerns  of  the  town.  In  1875  ^e  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Bristol  National  Bank, 
and  was  elected  its  first  president,  a  position  he 
held  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease — almost  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  Another  of  his  enterprises  was  the 
Bristol  Water  Co.,  of  which  he  was  president  at 
the  time  of  his  death ;  was  one  of  the  organizers 


and  original  stockholders  of  the  liristo!  Electric 
}  Eight  Co.,  and  was  president  thereof  until  it  merged 
into  the  Bristol  and  Blainville  Tramway  Co. ;  was 
I  a  stockhohler  in  the  liristol  Tress  Publishing  Co., 
and  a  director  of  and  slockliolder  in  various  other 
corporations  in  l!ristol. 

■"Besides  being  a  most  important  factor  in  finan- 
i  cial  life  of  the  town,  he  was  no  less  a  potent  force 
in  its  moral  and  religious  life;  for  he  heartily  co- 
j  operated  in  every  movement  for  good.    The  causes 
I  of  education,  temperance  and  religion  always  found 
j  in  him  a  faith flil  and  sympatlietic  friend.    A  large- 
!  hearted,   broad-minded,   philanthropic   citizen,  his 
'  iK-neiactions  to  deserving  objects  were  both  princely 
I  and  numerous.    The  story  of  his  conversion  is  in- 
;  teresting.    \\'hile  a  resident  of  Polkville,  in  the 
late  autumn  of  1S57,  ]\Ir.  Sessions  was  converted 
wliile  attending  a  meeting  in  the  school  house  of 
that  district.    ITe  was  interested  in  religious  mat- 
ters henceforth,  and  led  a  conscientious  Christian 
life.    On  New  Year's  Day,  1858,  a  religious  meet- 
ing was  held  in  the  Polkville  school  house,  at  which 
was  present  Rev.  ]\Ir.  Simpson,  the  Methodist  pas- 
tor in  Bristol.    The  meeting  was  so  interesting  that 
those  present  suggested  to  ^vlr.  Simpson  that  he 
return  one  year  from  that  date  and  hold  another 
meeting  of  a  similar  character.    The  next  year  the 
meeting  was  held,  and  ]Mr.  Simpson  was  present. 
Then  followed  a  remarkable  record.    For  forty 
consecutive  years  on  Xew  Year's  Day  Rev.  IVIr. 
Simpson,  together  with   Mr.   Sessions  and  other 
friends  and  neighbors,  was  present  to  hold  tlie  meet- 
ing.   I\Ir.  Sessions  would  charter  omnibuses,  invite 
former  pastors  to  Bristol,  and  then  go  to  Polkville 
to  hold  the  meeting  in  the  little  school  house. 

"Mr.  Sessions  became  a  member  of  the  ^lethod- 
ist  Church,  and  to  him  more  than  any  other  man.  that 
society  is  indebted  for  the  prominent  place  it  occu- 
pies among  the  churches  of  this  Conference.  The 
old  ]\Iethodist  church  on  West  street  was  a  frame 
structure,  and  was  sold  to  the  Advents  in  1879,  it 
not  being  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  con- 
gregation.      Islr.    Sessions   was   instrumental  in 
securing  the  present  site  for  the  new  church  on 
Sumner  street,  and  it  was  his  energy  and  money 
that  went  far  in  building  the  edifice  wdiich  was  dedi- 
!  cated  in  1879.    Eleven  years  later  that  church  be- 
I  came  too  small  and  the  church  was  enlarged,  and  it 
i  was  again  found  that  the  edifice. must  be  enlarged, 
i  John  H.  Sessions  then  came  forward,  as  he  had 
j  twice  before,  procured  plans,  and  erected  as  a  gift 
i  to  the  society  a  church  constructed  of  granite  and 
j  redstone,  one  of  the  finest  ^Methodist  churches  in 
I  the  State  and  one  of  the  finest  in  the  Conference. 
I  Mr.  Sessions's  two  sons  gave  the  upholstery  and 
tiie  large  pipe  organ  to  the  church.    The  present 
church  was  presented  by  Mr.  Sessions  to  the  so- 
ciety in  1894,  and  was  dedicated  by  the  venerable 
Bishop  Foster.    Mr.  Sessions  gave  largely  to  de- 
serving individuals  and  organizations,  and  did  a 
I  vast  amount  of  good  work  in  a  quiet  way,  which 
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was  only  known  hy  ihosc  who  were  inllniatoly  con- 
iKVicv.1  witii  hitii." 

Mr.  Sessions  was  a  trustee  of  W'esleyaii  Aead- 
eniy,  W'ilbrahain,  Mass.,  also  a  trustee  ot  W'esleyau 
L  niversuy,  Midilletown,  Conn.,  anci  in  Mav.  1806. 
he  was  chosen  a  delev^aie  fn)ni  tlie  Xew  York  Hast 
Conference  to  the  General  Conference  of  tiic 
Metho<Hst  F-jMscopal  denomination,  which  met  in 
Clevchuul,  Ohio.  Taken  all  in  all  he  was,  probahlv, 
tlie  most  prominent  layman  of  the  .Metliodist  Church 
in  tlie  State  of  Comiecticut,  and  was  a  well-known 
fig-ure  in  the  important  deliberations  of  the  leaders 
of  that  society. 

Alter  their  marriage.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Sessions 
lived  in  Polkville  for  some  time,  removing-  in  May, 
1S69,  to  Bristol  Center,  where,  on  High  street,  he 
built  an  elegant  and  commodious  residence,  and  here 
he  continued  to  live  up  to  his  decease.    On  April 
28,   1898,  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Sessions  celebrated  the 
golden  anniversary  of  their  marriage.    Mr.  Ses-  ! 
sions's  later  illness  began  in  January,  1899,  though  j 
for  years  he  had  suffered  from  diabetes.    The  best  j 
medical  treatment  served  to  prolong  his  life,  and  on  j 
the  1st  of  July,  that  year,  he  felt  well  enough  to  ' 
go  to  his  favorite  resort,  Edgewood,  Alexandria  \ 
Bay,  among  the  Thousand  Islands,  in  the  St.  Law- 
rence river,  returning  to  Bristol  about  a  week  before 
he  was  called  to  his  rest.    Rev.  C.  H.  Buck,  D.  D., 
his  pastor,  delivered  an  eloquent  and  appreciated 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  ^Ir.  Sessions,  before  a 
large   audience   of   representative   business    men,  ' 
manufacturers  and  professional  men,  as  well  as  the  : 
regular  attendants  gatnered  in  Prospect  ^Methodist  ! 
Church,  Bristol,  on    the    Sundav    following  the 
funeral.    \\'e  are  indebted  to  a  local  paper  for  the  ' 
following  interesting  report  of  same : 

The  scripture  lessons  were  chosen  with  special  refer-  ! 
ence  to  the  suhject  and  the  sec(jnd  of  one  verse  on'.v  was  ! 
very  apt;  it  was:  "Mark  the  perfect  man  and  behold  the  uo-  | 
right,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace."  The  text  was  tak- 
en from  Jeremiah,  ix:  12,  "Death  has  come  up  into  our  win-  j 
dows,  and  has  entered  into  our  palaces."  Some  of  the  ! 
thoughts  that  Dr.  Pjuck  gave  utterance  to  were,  that  from  a  I 
true  life,  one  that  has  hved  as  God  intended  it  to  be  lived,  an  | 
influence  for  eood  went  abroad  even  as  the  sun's  rays  s:o  all  ' 
over  the  world.  We  do  not  reali.ze  all  that  a  man  is  and  I 
what  he  has  done  for  us  until  death  removes  him.  This,  said  I 
the  speaker,  is  the  experience  of  the  church  to-day,  in  re-  ! 
gard  to  that  noble  man  who  was  carried  to  his  last  resting  j 
place  on  the  hillside.  Wednesday  of  last  week.  \ 

The  speaker  tokl  of  the  sun's  rays  breaking:  through  i 
the  clouds  to  cast  one  last  bright  beam  over  the  coffin  as  it  was  ; 
beine  lowered  to  its  final  re?tine  place.  i 

He  said  that  the  niaiority,  outside  the  immediate  family 
circle,  knew  but  little  of  his  real  [rreatne=;s,  broadness,  gen-  I 
tleness  and  tenderness.  When  the  ordinary  man  dies  the  I 
world  moves  on  and  pavs  no  heed  to  the  fact.  It  is  only  ! 
when  a  truly  great  man  dies  that  we  stop  to  think  of  his  ex-  [ 
cellence  and  worth. 

The  man  in  \vhose  memory  this  address  is  made  was  one  I 
who  will  be  missed  mtjre  and  more  in  the  community.  By  j. 
_  his  departure  a  great  licrht  is  gone  (rom  earth  to  shine  in  | 
Heaven.  "How  is  the  strong  staff  broken  1  It  teaches  that  | 
death  is  no  respecter  of  p(.'rsons,  all  must  die:  Samps'in,  j 
strong  as  he  was;  Solomon,  in  all  his  glory;  Grant,  the  great  ' 


military  genius;  liceclitT,  the  great  pulpit  orator,  all  h.id  to 
pay  their  debt  to  nature.' 

The  speaker  referred  to  the  death  of  a  good  man  as  a 
great  mystery.  He  said  it  might  be  reasonable  10  expect 
that  the  useless  and  vicious  man  should  i)e  removed,  but 
with  this  man  it  was  "high  noon"  in  his  chance  to  do  good 
wiirk.  The  lessons  to  be  tirawn  from  such  a  nian  are,  first: 
lh;it  God  is  absolutely  independent  of  man  or  men  in  doing 
his  work.  The  work  does  not  cease  when  a  workman  is  re- 
nun  ed.  Such  events  as  this  have  two  sides:  the  earthly,  all 
dark,  and  the  Heavenly,  very  briglit. 

There  is  no  mystery  in  Heaven  why  such  men  as  the 
deceaseii  are  taken  away.  The  great  and  gmxl  die  that 
others  may  have  a  chance  to  do  their  work.  Closes  went  up 
into  the  mount  to  die,  and  was  succeeded  by  Joshua,  the 
great  military  leader  of  the  Jews;  David  passed  away  to  be 
succeeded  by  Solomon,  the  wise  man. 

ThegiHul  die,  but  God  has  others  to  do  their  work.  The 
death  of  certain  men  seems  to  accomplish  more  than  they 
could  do  while  living.  Stephen  was  stoned  to  death,  but  out 
of  that  came  the  great  St.  Paul.  It  is  seeing  the  liber- 
ator die  that  often  encourages  others  to  be  up  and  doing. 
The  memory  of  a  life  very  freciueiitly  does  more  for  men 
than  that  life  itself,  while  it  is  being  lived.  The  life  of  the 
good  stimulates  faith.  Under  these  circumstances  it  will 
be  seen  that  such  a  death  is  not  an  irreparable  loss. 

Dr.  Buck  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  Stamford  at  the 
time  that  Hon.  Oliver  Hoytdied.  He  was  superindiint  f>f  the 
Sunday-school,  an  active  worker  in  the  church,  and  a  liberal 
giver  of  mon(_>y  to  the  cause  that  he  loved.  It  was  predicted 
that  the  revenues  of  the  church  would  fall  off.  Instead  of 
that  they  actually  increased,  and  the  work  of  the  church  and 
Sunday-school  went  on  as  before. 

The  poet  speaks  truly  when  he  says  there  is  no  death, 
only  a  change,  and  our  friend  still  lives  and  is  looking  on  at 
our  work  with  the  same  interest  that  he  did  when  he  was 
with  us.  The  influence  of  Mr.  .Sessions  was  felt  outside  Bris- 
tol, as  the  many  letters  and  telegrams  of  condolence  received 
by  the  family  show.  His  career  should  stand  out  before  tlie 
young  men  and  boys  of  the  town  as  a  model. 

Reference  was  made  to  his  early  struggles  to  raise  him- 
self from  poverty  and  to  succeed  in  life.  He  had  rare  busi- 
ness sagacity.  The  speaker  referred  to  being  stationed  in 
Bristol  thirty-two  years  ago,  and  being  here  at  the  time  when 
Mr.  Sessions  moved  his  l)usiness  from  Polkville  to  Bristol. 
When  he  made  up  his  mind  to  move,  it  was  not  altogether 
certain  that  lie  would  come  to  Bristol.  Other  places  were 
considered  as  well,  but  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  Bristol, 
his  choice  finally  settled  on  this  place.  Deceased  loved  Bris- 
tol and  its  institutions. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  bank,  water  works  and  elec- 
tric plant, and  what  he  did  to  make  them  all  the  success  that 
that  they  are.  The  speaker  was  riding  with  Mr.  Sess  ons 
one  day  when  they  met  a  man  reputed  to  be  rich,  and  some 
remark  was  made  about  his  wtalth.  "Yes,"  said  Mr.  .Sess- 
ions,"he  is  wealthy, but  he  invests  it  sothat  the  assessors  can- 
not find  it."  He  was  a  man  of  business  integritv.  and  was 
recognized  by  his  business  fnerids  as  a  thoroughly  honest 
man. 

Of  his  beneficence  there  was  more  than  the  general 
public  was  aware  of.  At  his  conversion,  in  1857,  he  became 
a  changed  man,  and  all  his  ambitions  and  efforts  were  stimu- 
lated. He  believed  that  the  more  he  gave  the  more  he 
would  have.  .A.fter  making  one  of  his  princely  donations  to 
church  or  church  work,  he  once  made  the  remark  that  he 
believed  it  paid  to  be  liberal,  as  business  had  been  much  bet- 
ter than  he  had  any  right  to  exper.t,  after  making  thai  last 
gift.  He  was  interested  in  his  church  life  and  church  work, 
but  was  never  critical  of  others.  As  a  conmiittee  to  secure 
pastors  liis  aim  was  to  secure  men  who  would  be  helpful  and 
satisfactory  to  the  people,  andhe  was  known  to  jiassover  the 
minister  of  his  choice  because  he  did  not  thinl;  hevv'ould 
please  the  people.  Dr.  Buck  said  that  alter  a  past(jrate  ex- 
tending over  eleven  years  he  could  say  that  Mr.  Sessions 
never  attemjjted,  in  any  way,  to  influence  a  sin^rle  utterance 
of  his,  and  that  all  the  pastors  stationed  in  Bristol  for  thirty- 
five  years  could  say  the  same  thing.  While  he  never  attempt- 
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ti>  Jict.itf  Ui  a  |vi>ti)r,  he  >lul  Imvl*  a:i  opiiiidu  of  his  own, 
ami  Tii.il  o|'iiiion  was  ihc  same  lor  jiastor  ami  |)coi>lo  aliko. 
Thi-  pastor  saiil,  that  in  liis  jud^'intint  thf  love  o'  tliat  man's 
hrart  for  his  church  and  l)cll^m■,  passed  all  unih  rsianding; 
it  was  with  him  iiiijht  and  day  and  was  a  strong  one. 

He  spoke  of  liis  purchase,  years  ago,  of  a  lot  in  the  cem- 
fterv,  ;*nd  said  he  might  have  raised  a  costly  monument, 
but  instead,  chose  to  erect  the  church  which  will  ever 
stand  .IS  a  miinumenl  to  his  generosity..  His  hearers  were 
lold,  by  Ur.  l>uck,  to  point  their  children  in  the  future  to  the 
church  as  his  monument. 

Kefert-nce  was  made  to  his  long  illness,  borne  without  a 
rnurmur,  although  ail  his  life  he  had  been  an  active  m.in. 
Until  he  returned  from  the  Thousand  Isl.mds  he  had  hopes 
of  recovery,  but  then,  api)arently,  he  gave  up ;  but  there  was 
never  a  murmur. 

Th.e  address  was  listened  to  with  tlie  closest  attention 
by  an  audience  that  completely  tilled  the  large  church. 

Jtiiix  Iii:xKV  Si:--><i().\s,  eldest  son  of 
Jolm  lhinii)hrey  Sessions,  was  born  I'cb.  26,  1849, 
in  Polkvillo,  a  snburb  of  Bristol.  Coini..  and  received 
a  liberal  education  at  tlie  schools  of  the  latter  place. 

In  1873  l'^^  already  related)  he  was  admitted 
to  the  firm  of  J.  H.  Sessions  &  Son,  trunk-hard- 
ware manufacturers,  and  since  his  father's  death 
lie  has  admitted  his  son,  Albert  Leslie,  the  firm 
name  remaining-  as  of  old.  He  has  been  a  director 
of  the  Bristol  Water  Co.  since  its  organization, 
and  at  the  death  of  his  father  was  made  president 
of  same,  which  incumbency  he  still  holds  :  is  a  di- 
rector in  the  re-organized  E.  X.  Welch  Alfg.  Co., 
of  Forestville,  Conn. :  was  also  one  of  the  incor- 
porators of  the  Bristol  Press  Publishing  Co.,  and 
has  been  vice-president  of  same  since  its  organiza- 
tion. On  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  elected  to 
his  present  position  of  vice-president  of  the  Bristol 
National  Bank. 

Mr.  Sessions,  though  a  stanch  Republican,  takes 
110  active  part  in  politics.  In  1881  he  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  board  of  fire  commissioners  of 
Bristol,  and  in  1883  was  elected  its  secretary,  a 
position  he  still  most  acceptably  fills. 

On  May  19,  1869,  John  Hemw  Sessions  was 
married  to  Miss  Maria  Francena  \\'oodford,  who 
was  born  Sept.  8,  1848,  a  daughter  of  Ephraim 
\\oodford,  of  West  Avon,  Conn.,  and  one  son  has 
been  born  to  them,  Albert  Leslie,  born  Jan.  5,  1872, 
married  Feb.  7.  1894,  to  ]\Iiss  Leila  Belle  Beach, 
born  July  30,  1872,  at  Bristol,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
L.  Beach,  of  Bristol,  and  the  nances  and  dates  of 
birth  of  the  children  born  to  this  union  arc:  Paul 
Beach,  Nov.  19,  1895;  Ruth  Juliette,  :\Iay  14,  1897; 
arid. John  Ilenry,  July  12,  1S98.  Albert  L.  received 
his  earlier  education  in  the  schools  of  Bristol,  after- 
ward attending  Wilbraham  CMass.)  Academy,  and 
also  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1892.  As  above  related  he  is  asso- 
ciated vv-ith  his  father  in  the  J.  H.  Sessions  &  Son, 
trunk-hardware  business,  of  whicii  he  is  general 
manager. 

(\III)  William  Edwix  Sessions,  second  son 
of  John  Humphrey  Sessions,  was  born  in  Bristol, 
Conn.,  Feb.  18,  1857,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  town,  and  graduated  from  Hartford 


I  1  ligh  School.    After  his  school  davs  he  spent  a  year 
{  or  two  in  the  ofiice  c^f  j.  11.  .^^essions  iS;  Son,  as 
bookkeeper,  und  in  1879.  being  then  but  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  he  entered  into  the  management  of  the 
I  foundry  which  his  father  had  just  bought,  and  has 
j  been  in  active  charge  ever  since. 
!       W.  E.  Sessions  gives  much  attention  to  the  ad- 
I  vancement  of  Christianity,  following  closely  in  the 
j  footsteps  of  his  father.    In  politics  he  is  a  stanch, 
j  loyal  Republican,  although  not  active  in  the  ailairs 
I  of  the  party,  and  he  was  elected  on  that  ticket  to 
i  the  first  board  of  burgesses  in  Bristol  (1S92). 
!  While  strictly  attending-  to  business,  he  has  yet 
luund  time,  much  time,  to  devote  to  cliurch  matters. 
Mount  Hope  chapel  was  built  through  his  instru- 
mentality, and  nearly  every  Sabbath  he  is  to  be 
found  at  his  post  of  duty  as  superintendent  of  the 
j  Sunday-school. 

j  On  June  12,  1878,  William  Edwin  Sessions 
was  married  to  ^Nliss  Emily  D.  Brown,  who  was 
born  at  Ellington,  Conn.,  April  2,  1857,  atid  two 

1  children  have  come  of  their  union:    Joseph  Brown, 

!  born  Nov.  11,  1881  ;  and  William  Kenneth,  born 

;  Feb.  21,  1886. 

I  As  will  readily  be  inferred  from  what  has  just 
;  been  written,  the  Sessions  families  of  both  America 
'  and  England  have  devoted  a  great  amount  of  time, 
;  and  generously  donated  a  large  portion  of  their 
j  wealth,  to  the  advancement  of  Christianity,  and 
i  the  two  sons  of  the  late  John  Humphrey  Sessions 
I  are,  in  this  regard,  worthy  sons  of  a  wi^rthy  sire, 
!  not  only  inheriting  but  cultivating  the  noble  quali- 
I  ties  of  the  father.  When  the  latter  presented  the 
I  church  edifice  to  the  2\Iethodist  society,  the  sons 
I  showed  their  sympathy  with  his  generous  benefac- 
I  tion  by  giving,  the  one  the  elegant  upholstery  and 
!  carpets,  the  other  the  magnificent  organ, 
j  The  Sessions  Foundry  Co.'s  model  and  exten- 
j  sive  plant  in  Bristol  is  a  noteworthy  addition  to  tlic 
i  great  manufacturing  enterprise  of  New  England. 
!  While  the  equipment  and  magnitude  of  the  works 
1  are  impressive,  it  is  the  energy  and  actuating  spirit 
of  the  owners  that  appeal  most  strongly  to  the  ]mh- 
lic.  The  Sessions  Foundry  Co.  have  given  substan- 
tial evidence  that  they  are  in  touch  and  sympathy 
I  with  progressive  ideas.  When  erecting  their  new 
j  works  the  firm  provided  in  an  unusual  degree  the 
I  best  arrangements  and  appliances,  healthful  sanitary 
;  conditions,  such  as  good  ventilation,  ample  heating, 
;  abtmdance  of  light,,  pure  water,  besides  many  per- 
!  sonal  conveniences,  while  care  has  been  taken  that 
I  not  a  trace  of  gloominess  is  to  be  seen  about  the 
I  entire  plant— in  brief,  it  is  without  doubt  one  of 
I  the  most  complete  foundries  in  the  United  States, 
I  and  steady  employment  is  found  all  the  year  round 
I  for  several  hundred  workmen.  When  John  H, 
j  and  W.  E.  Sessions  bought  the  business,  the  capital 
,  stock  was  less  than  $10,000,  and  only  some  dozen 
!  or  so  hands  employed  on  the  premises.  From  this 
comparatively  small  beginning  has  evolved  the 
'  i^resent  large  business,  whose  success,  it  must  be 
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toKl.  is  Inri^cly  iluo  to  the  ciicrgv,  sagaciousnoss 
and  conii)ctvMK-c  of  tlio  manager,  W  illiam  E.  Ses- 
sions. 

CIIARLI'S    ETHAN    BILLIXGS,  president 
and  general  manager  of  llie  i'.illings  &  Speneer  Co., 
Hartford,  is  regarded  as  one  of  llie  foremost  busi- 
ness men  of  the  city,  and  as  a  pioneer  along  a  new  i 
line  of  manufactiiring  development  he  has  won  a  i 
high  place  in  the  industrial  world.  j 

^ir.  Billings  is  the  product  of  a  th.orough-going  | 
steady  New  England  ancestry,  of  that  sturdy  type 
so  characteristic  of  the  section.  jNlenlion  of  the 
family  is  found  m  Savage'.-^  "Lienealogical  Li^i  of 
New  England  Settlers  before  1690;"  Hinman's 
"Puritan  Settlers  of  Connecticut;"  "History-  of 
Hadley,  Mass. ;"  "Elistory  of  Hatfield,  ^Nfass. :" 
Hampshire  County  '"Gazeieer;"  Town  Records  of 
Hadley,  jNIass. ;  Town  Records  of  Hatfield,  Mass.; 
the  ''History  of  Northfield,  ?slass. ;"  State  Papers, 
New  Hampshire,  \'ol.  XXVL 

(I)  Richard  Billings,  the  first  of  the  family  of 
whom  we  have  any  record,  was  granted  six  acres  of 
land  in  the  division  of  the  river  in  1640,  at  Hart- 
ford. He  signed  a  contract  with  Gov.  Webster  and 
others  to  remove  and  settle  Hadley,  ]\Iass.,  in  1659, 
which  he  performed,  and  he  died  at  Hadley  Nov. 
I3>  1673.  [Hinman's  "Puritan  Settlers  of  Connecti- 
cut."] His  wife,  Margery,  died  Dec.  5,  1679,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Samuel. 

(H)  Samuel  Billings  was  in  Hadley,  or  more 
especialy  in  that  part  thereof  which  was  on  the 
^vestern  side  of  the  Connecticut  river,  and  which 
became  Hatfield,  living  there  with  his  parents.  In 
1661  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Richard  Fel- 
lows. He  died  in  Hadley,  Feb.  I,  1678. 

(HI)  Samuel  Billings,  son  of  Saniuel,  born  in 
Hatfield,  INIass.,  Jan.  8,  1665,  married  (first)  Nov. 
18,  1686,  Hannah  \\'right,  who  died  Nov.  18,  1687. 
In  1691  he  married  widow  Rebecca  ■Miller.  He 
had  children:  Samuel,  Zecheriah,  Benjamin,  and 
Joseph,  all  born  in  Platfield. 

(IV)  Joseph  Billings,  born  in  Hatfield,  Mass., 
Nov.  15,  1700.  was  reported  in  the  "History  of 
Northfield,  2\lass.,"  as  one  of  a  company  organized 
to  fight  Indians.  Fie  married,  Jan.  7,  1726,  Eliza- 
beth, widow  of  Joseph  Kellogg,  lived  in  Hatfield, 
and  died  about  1783. 

(V)  Joseph  Billings,  Jr.,  was,  with  his  father, 
Joseph,  and  his  father's  brothers,  Benjamin,  Zec- 
eriah  and  Samuel,  and  with  his  own  cousin,  Ben- 
jamin, Jr.,  among  a  company  of  about  seventy  men 
who,  in  or  about  the  year  1763,  petitioned  the  gov- 
ernor of  New  Hampshire,  I3enning  Wentworth,  as 
the  agent  of  the  King,  George  III,  for  a  grant  of 
land.  On  Aug.  17,  1763,  these  men  were  granted  a 
royal  charter  of  23,040  acres  of  land,  or  six  square 
miles,  to  be  divided  into  seventy  equal  shares  for 
the  petitioners,  located  upon  the  borders  of  Lake 
Champlain,  and  to  be  incorporated  into  a  town  by 
name  of  Swanton,  yielding  and  paying  therefor,  for 


the  space  of  ten  years  from  Dec.  25,  1703,  annually, 
if  demanded,  the  rent  of  one  ear  of  Indian  corn, 
also  one  shilling  to  be  paid  annually  forever,  by 
each  jiroprietor,  for  every  hundrei.1  acres  he  own.s, 
settles  or  possesses.  This  charier  is  a  remaikably 
interesnng  document,  beginning:  "'George  ihe 
Third — By  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France 
and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.," 
and  ending:  "By  His  Excellency's  Command,  B. 
Wentworth,  Province  of  N.  H.,  Aug.  17,  1763." 
The  names  signed  to  this  charter,  as  grantees,  in- 
clude those. of  the  four  brothers,  Joseph,  Benjamin, 
Zecheriah  and  Samuel  r>illings,  Joseph  liillings,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Billings,  Jr.,  also  Asa,  David,  Silos  and 
Samuel  Billings.  Juseph,  Jr.,  was  possibly  later  of 
Windsor,  \"t. ;  no  Billings  was  ever  an  original 
land  holder  in  ^\'indsor. 

(\T)  Rufus  Billings,  of  Windsor,  V't.,  son  of 
Joseph,  Jr.,  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

(\TI)  Ethan  F.  Billings,  father  of  our  sul)- 
ject,  was  born  in  Windsor  Jan.  27,  1807,  and  died 
Sept.  II,  1848.  Fie  was  by  trade  and  occupation  a 
blacksmith,  of  a  very  practical  turn  of  mind.  He 
married  Clarissa  M.  .Alarsh,  a  daughter  of  James 
IMarsh,  of  Rockingham,  X'ermont. 

Charles  E.  Billings  was  born  Dec.  5,  1835,  m 
\\'ethersfield,  \'t.,  and  his  parents  moving  to  \\  md- 
sor,  same  State,  when  he  was  small,  the  son  received 
an  English  education  in  the  coinmon  schools  of  the 
village.  In  1852,  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  he 
was  apprenticed  for  three  years  to  the  Robbins  6'; 
Lawrence  Co.,  machinists  and  gun-makers  at  ^Vind- 
sor.  By  the  terms  of  the  indenture  the  mother  agreed 
to  provide  for  her  son  at  her  own  expense  boarri, 
lodging,  clothing,  etc.,  and  the  company  agreed  to 
instruct  him  in  the  art  and  trade  of  a  machinist,, 
and  to  pay  him  for  his  services  fifty,  fifty-five  -and 
sixty  cents  per  day  for  the  first,  second  and  third 
vears,  respectively.  Along  m  the  middle  'fifties  he 
came  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  in  June,  1856,  began 
employment  with  the  Colt's  Arms  Co.,  working  as 
a  die-sinker  in  the  forging  department.  Flere  he  first 
gained  an  insight  into  that  line  of  business  with 
which  his  future  life  was  to  be  identified.  The  drop 
hammer  then  in  use  was  quite  complicated,  and  ex- 
pensive to  keep  in  repair,  and  the  young  machinist 
soon  became  of  the  opinion  that  certain  parts  of  the 
v.-ork  could  be  accomplished  in  an  easier  way.  In 
1862  he  began  employment  in  the  gun  factories 
of  E.  Remington  &  Sons,  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  formulated  his  ideas  gained  from  experience  and 
observation  in  the  Colt's  Armory,  and  built  uj), 
though  with  doubts  of  his  employers,  a  plant  for 
drop  forgings  which  increased  the  efficiency  of  labor 
forty-fold  in  the  production  of  various  parts  of  their 
pistols.  Here  he  devised  a  new  method  of  forcing 
the  metal  into  the  frame,  which  saved  the  company 
850,000  on  their  contracts.  Returning  to  Hart- 
ford in  1865,  he  was  for  the  next  three  years  acting 
superintendent  of  the  manufacturing  department  of 
the  Weed  Sewing  Machine  Co.   Here  he  introduced 
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drop  lianimors  for  for^inj;'  several  parts  of  the  iiia- 
cliine.  notably  the  sluiltlos,  which  before  had  l)cen 
made  in  se\eral  ])ieees.  brazed  tOL;eiher.  In  1SO7 
Mr.  l''iilini;s  ])ateiued  his  invention  for  forging- 
them  from  a  single  piece  of  bar  steel,  rnnning  four 
pairs  of  dies  for  the  operation.  Tliis  process  re- 
duced the  cost  of  shuttles  one-half,  and  has  lieen 
universally  ailopted.  J  lis  jireseni  company  has 
nia<le  upwards  of  four  millions  of  them.  After  a 
short  absence  in  Amherst,  Mass,  at  tb.e  close  of  his 
term  wiih  the  Weed  Co.,  Mr.  liillings,  in  i8()0,  set- 
tled down  permanently  and  became  a  fixture  at 
Hartford,  and  at  this  time,  associated  wiili  C.  ^1. 
Spencer,  organized  the  Jvoper  Sporting  Arms  Co.. 
which  at  the  very  outset  experienced  severe  re- 
verses in  the  manufacture  of  tlie  Roper  sporting 
giui.  Mr.  Billings  then  organized  the  Billings  & 
Spencer  Co.,  which  in  1S70  took  up  drop  forgings 
as  a  specialty,  and  soon  advanced  to  a  connnanding 
position. 

Mr.  Billings'  hfe  work  has  been  in  main  given 
to  the  development  of  the  business  of  drop  forg- 
ings. He  early  saw  the  great  saving  of  labor  to 
he  effected,  as  well  as  the  improvement  which  could 
be  made  in  numerous  small  parts  of  machines. 
Starting  from  the  crude  efforts  of  several  persons 
who  preceded  him  in  that  line,  he  has  brought  the 
art  up  to  its  present  high  standard.  By  his  methods 
bars  of  iron,  steel,  bronze  or  copper  can  be  trans- 
formed into  pieces  of  irregular  shape  and  size  with 
rapidity  and  precision.  The  dies  are  made  from 
blocks  of  the  best  bar  steel,  and  in  these  are  cut  the 
form  of  the  article  to  be  forged,  one-half  of  the 
thickness  in  the  lower  and  the  other  half  in  the 
upper  die,  and  both  parts  are  then  hardened  to  the 
proper  temper.  One  die  is  fastened  to  the  base, 
and  its  counterpart  to  the  hammer  of  the  drop. 
A\  here  the  shape  to  be  produced  is  unusually  com- 
plicated, a  series  of  dies  is  used,  and  red  hot  bars 
are  subjected  to  the  blows  of  the  hammer  until 
the  desired  figure  is  reached.  Guided  by  the  up- 
rights of  powerful  frames,  hammers  weighing  from, 
three  hundred  to  three  thousand  pounds  fall  from 
one  to  six  feet,  and  a  few  rapid  blows  complete 
this  part  of  the  process.  The  forgings  are  then 
passed  on  to  other  rooms,  to  be  finished  and  polished. 
At  this  time  the  company  operate  sixty  drop  ham- 
mers. 

While  passing  through  the  Edison  Electric 
Works  in  1886  ]\Ir.  Billings  noted  the  existing 
method  of  making  commutator  bars.  These  are 
"L"-shaped  pieces  of  copper  set  at  an  angle  to  each 
other.  Horizontal  bars,  thin  and  wedge-like,  sep- 
arated by  some  non-conducting  substance,  arc  placed 
side  by  side  around  the  shaft  of  tlie  dynanio  and 
bound  firmly  together.  Electricity  is  generated  by 
the  friction  of  metallic  brushes  revolving  at  high 
speed  against  the  edges  of  the  bars.  These  bars 
■^vere  then  made  in  two  pieces,  united  by  pins  and 
solder,  and,  as  the  current  was  partly  broken,  the 
best  results  could  not  be  obtained.  '  :Mr.  Billings 


I  here  saw  an  opportunity,  and  returning  home  he 
I  cut  the  dies,  and  in  less  than  three  weeks  sent  to 
the  Edison  Co.  an  invoice  of  bars  forged  in  a  single 
piece  from  pure  copper,  and  having  a  homogeneous 
molecular  structure  throughout.  The  material  is 
of  the  greatest  possible  tlensity.  By  this  invention 
of  Mr.  Billings  the  cost  of  bars  was  greatly  dimin- 
ished, and  their  efficiency  increased  in  like  degree. 
A  good  proof  of  their  success  is  the  fact  that  they 
almost  immediately  sprang  into  favor  with  the  elec- 
tric companies. 

The  catalogue  of  the  Billings  &  Spencer  Co. 
embraces  a  large  variety  of  standard  articles,  made 
of  sizes  to  suit  the  trade,  and  carried  in  stock.  It 
includes  screw-plates,  dies,  reamers,  wrenches, 
ratchet-drills,  lathe-dogs,  clamps,  lathe  tools,  com- 
bination pliers  admitting  a  wide  range  of  adjust- 
ment, vises,  surface  guages,  sewing  machine  shut- 
tles, thumb-screws,  pistol  frames  and  barrels, 
breech-loading  shot-guns,  solid  eye  bolts,  carbon 
tongs,  magazine  screw-drivers,  spinning  rings,  and 
similar  articles,  many  being  the  invention  of  'Sir. 
Billings  himself.  His  adjustable  pocket  wrench, grad- 
uated to  one-thirty-second  of  an  inch,  is  specially 
suited  to  the  bicycle,  and  one  million  have  been  sold. 
Manufacturers  of  electrical  apparatus,  sewing  ma- 
chines, gas  fittings,  guns,  pistols,  pumps,  and  other 
standard  goods,  have  many  pieces  which  enter  into 
their  product  forged  here  at  the  works  of  the 
Billings  &  Spencer  Co.  The  company  has  made 
frequent  enlargements  in  the  endeavor  to  keep  up 
with  the  demand  for  its  goods.  In  1889  they  built 
a  new  forge  room,  40x90  feet,  and  the  next  }ear 
continued  it  to  Lawrence  street  with  an  "L,"  40  feet 
square,  for  a  repair  shop.  At  the  same  time  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  steam  plant  was  doubled.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1892  they  broke  ground  for  a  new  building, 
which  extends  2jS  feet  on  Lawrence  and  170  feet 
on  Russ  street,  with  a  breadth  of  40  feet.  Two 
stories  of  brick  rest  on  a  brown-stone  basement.  At 
the  corner,  where  the  offices  are  located,  the  struc- 
ture rises  to  three  stories,  surmounted  by  a  tower. 
Everywhere  in  the  new  construction  careful  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  the  comfort  and  health 
of  the  occupants;  the  forge  rooms  are  very  high, 
and  ventilated  under  the  roof.  The  offices  are  high, 
spacious,  and  finished  in  hard  woods.  Besides 
these,  nearly  every  season  brings  less  conspicuous 
additions.  At  the  close  of  1896  the  floor  space  ex- 
ceeded 81,000  square  feet. 

The  appliances  in  use  have  been  so  modified 
and  improved  by  the  patented  inventions  of  ^Ir. 
Billings  that  other  concerns,  requiring  drop  ham- 
1  mers  as  part  of  their  outfit,  come  hither  for  their 
equipment.  The  company  make  and  keep  on  liand 
a  full  line.  The  rapid  growth  of  electric  traction,, 
and  the  demand  for  safe  and  durable  equipment, 
led  the  company  to  enter  this  field  also,  and  tliey 
arc  now  furnishing  a  full  line  of  drop  forged  ma- 
terial. This  company  is  up-to-date  in  every  par- 
ticular, and  uses  the  utmost  care  in  every  depart- 
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nietit  of  the  i^roat  works.  'I'licir  dies  nrc  stored  in 
firc-i^roof  brick  vaults,  wanned  sutVieientlv  In  steam 
to  prevent  rust,  and  separated  l)y  a  safe  distance 
frt>ni  the  other  Iniildini^s.  Tlie  manufactured  sti'ck 
is  also  stored  in  anctlier  tne-prooi  vauU,  similarly 
kept  dry  and  warm. 

An  all-perva.^ive  force  in  the  development  of  this 
great  business  and  enterprise  has  been  the  inventive 
talent  of  Mr.  llillinj^s.  The  drop  forginc:;'  business 
owes  much  to  his  genius  and  persistency.  His  suc- 
cess as  a  manager  of  industries  is  phenomenal. 
He  is  president  of  the  National  Machine  Co.,  of 
Hartford;  of  the  C.  \i.  Jlillings  Manufacturing^  Co., 
of  Rocky  Hill,  C\inn.  ;  \  ice-pre^!^.lent  of  the  Ameri- 
can Specialty  Co.,  of  Hartford ;  trustee  of  the 
Hartford  Trust  Co.  and  the  State  Savings  Banks, 
and  a  director  of  the  Hartford  Board  of  Trade. 
For  a  half  dozen  or  more  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  fire  commissioners,  and  is 
now  president  of  the  board.  He  is  not  only  a  man 
of  much  local  pronu'nence,  but  is  also  well  known 
throughout  the  country.  On  Oct.  2,  1S95,  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  American  Society  of  Ale- 
chanical  Engineers,  to  complete  the  unexpired  term 
of  E.  F.  C.  Davis,  who  was  accidentally  killed.  Of 
this  society  'Mr.  Billings  was  at  the  time  serving  as 
senior  vice-president.  The  society  now  numbers 
two  thousaixl  members,  including  many  of  the  best 
mechanical  engineers  in  America  and  Europe.  At 
one  time  Mr.  J3illings  was  identified  with  the  Na- 
tional Guard  of  Connecticut,  being  a  member  of  the 
1st  Regiment.  He  has  served  in  both  branches 
of  the  city  government,  and  while  in  the  council 
was  chairman  of  the  Ordinance  committee.  He 
was  an  alderman  for  four  years.  Politically  he  is 
a  Republican.  He  is  a  prominent  representative  of 
the  Masonic  Fraternity,  having  received  all  of  the 
York  and  Scottish  degrees,  and  is  a  Past  Grand 
Commander,  Knights  Templar,  of  Connecticut,  his 
local  membership  being  with  Wasliington  Com- 
mandery.  His  religious  connections  are  with  the 
Second  Congregational  Church  at  Hartford.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Plartford  Club,  the  Home  ]\Iar- 
ket  Club  of  Boston,  and  the  American  Protective 
Tariff  League,  of  Xew^  York. 

Mr.  Billings  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Frances  M.,  daughter  of  Vv'illard  Hey- 
wocd,  and  to  their  union  came  two  children  Fred- 
eric C,  and  Harry  E.,  the  latter  deceased.  Fred- 
eric C.  is  associated  with  his  father  in  business,  as 
superintendent  of  the  Billings  &  Spencer  Co.  Our 
subject  was  married  (second;  to  Eva  C.  Holt,  by 
whom  he  has  had  two  children,  Lucius  H.  and 
Mary  E. 

FREDERICK  SPENCER  BROWN  (de- 
ceased). Cntil  his  death,  a  few  years  ago.  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  for  a  long  term  of  years  one 
of  Hartford's  most  representative  business  men. 
His  interests  were  directed  mainly  to  tobacco,  but 
his  nature  was  broad  and  public-spirited,  and  in 


I  varitnis  political  and  social  relations  he  evincfd  a 
!  deep  concern  for  the  public  weal  and  the  progress 
I  of  six-ielw  He  was  l)orn  in  liast  Hartford,  Conn., 
,  Feb.  5.  iS_'j.  (if  John   and   Cynthia  (I^'uller) 

Brown.     His  nii~itlier  was  a   native  of  Deertield, 
Mass.    John  r.row  n  became  a  luember  of  the  bonk 
,  firm  of  Hanunersley      Co.,  as  traveling  agent.  To 
himself  and  wife  were  born  live  children:  Louise, 
who  married  Mr.  Darrow  ;  Susan,  who  married  W'ill- 
t  iam  Holt:  Cynthia,  wife  of  Mr.  P)Uck ;  Frederick 
j  Spencer,  our  subject:  and  John,  all  now  deceased, 
j        I'Vederick  S.  Brown  spent  his  early  school  days 
I  in  Hartford  and  I'oston.    When  a  }Oung  maii  he 
j  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  there  became  interested 
j  in  the  tobacco  trade.    Returning  to  Hartford,  he 
I  formed  a  business  connection  with  Daniel  Seymour, 
wholesale  tobacco  dealer,  and  shortly  before  the 
Civil  war  he  opened  at  Hartford  an  office  for  him- 
self under  the  "American  Hotel,"  his  store-house 
being  located  on  ])utch  Point.      His  business  in- 
creased rapidly,  anil  for  many  years  he  was  a  prom- 
inent factor  in  the  trade. 

Mr.  Brown  also  became  prominent  in  local  and 
State  politics.  For  seventeen  years  he  was  town 
and  city  collector,  and  at  one  time  was  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  State  Committee.  He  served  as 
chairman  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  in  that 
capacity  planted  in  Bushnell  Park  acorns  from  the 
"Charter  Oak."  For  several  years  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  street  commissioners.  His 
j  tastes  were  studious,  and  in  many  of  the  natural 
j  sciences  he  gained  wide  proficiency.  He  was  es- 
pecially fond  of  botany,  and  had  a  beautiful  col- 
lection of  pictures  of  the  native  trees  of  Hartford 
county.  Pie  kept  on  file  many  of  the  leading  period- 
icals of  his  day.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Flart- 
ford  Club,  and  served  as  its  treasurer. 

In  1843  Brown  married  3>Iiss  Almera  O. 

Treat,  daughter  of  \Mlliam  and  Emily  (Brown) 
Treat,  of  East  Hartford.  ^Ir.  Brown  died  May 
j  6,  1894.  rlis  wife  surviving  imtil  Aug.  23.  1899. 
Their  only  child  Kitty  Louise,  is  the  wife  of  J.  H. 
Morse,  who  is  a  charity  commissioner  of  Hartford 
and  president  of  The  Morse  Society  of  America. 

ADNA  HART  (deceased),  through  the  long- 
years  of  his  identification  with  Hartford  county, 
enjoyed  the  highest  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  by 
reason  of  his  strict  integrity  and  sterling  worth. 
His  devotion  to  the  public  welfare  made  him  a 
valued  factor  in  public  life,  and  by  his  death  the 
community  was  deprived  of  one  of  its  best  citizens. 

Mr.  Hart  was  born  in  the  town  of  Avon,  Hart- 
ford county,  in  1790,  and  was  a  representative  of 
one  of  its  oldest  families,  being-  a  descendant  of 
(i)  Stephen  Hart,  who  was  born  in  Braintree,  Eng- 
land, in  1605,  and  came  to  Hartford  with  the  Hooker 
colony  in  1635.  He  died  in  Farmington  in  1632. 
From  him  our  subject  traced  his  ancestry  through 
(II)  Stephen  Hart,  Jr..  who  died  in  Famiington  in 
1C89.    (Ill)  Thomas  Hart,  the  next  in  direct  de- 
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i-coiit,  was  hoxw  in  !(>(><').  aiul  diod  in  1727.  He 
nianici-l  lilizahcth  JiuUi,  a  dauL^lilcr  of  Jolm  and 
Mary  (Hawkins)  jndd.  (1\  )  janics  Hart,  a  son 
of  Thomas,  was  horn  in  A\(>n  in  1707,  and  mar- 
ried 'riiankful  Xorlh.  dan;;litcr  Lit  Thomas  and 
Hannah  (^W'tKHli'ord )  Xorth.  (  \"  )  Ehiathan,  son 
of  James,  and  a  re>idcni  uf  Awm.  was  born  in 
173^.  and  died  in  1831.  He  married  Ruth  Judd, 
(huii^hter  of  Josepli  and  Kinh  (  1  hoinpson)  Judd. 

Linus  (_■).  Hart,  son  of  Fdnatlian,  was  the 
father  of  our  sul\jeer.  He  spent  his  entire  Hfe  in 
Avon,  eng"ai::eil  in  agriouhmal  pursuits.  He  was 
born  in  1701.  and  (bed  in  1810.  He  wedded  Miss 
Mary  Ann  W  ilcox. 

(\'H)  Achia  Hart  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Avon,  whence  at  tlie  age  of  twenty  he  removed  to 
East  Farms,  in  the  town  of  Farmington.  where  he 
passed  tlie  rest  of  his  life,  dying  there  in  1871.  He, 
too,  followed  tlie  occupation  of  farming.  As  a 
prominent  and  intluenlial  citizen  of  his  community 
he  was  called  upon  to  serve  in  many  town  offices. 
Religiously  he  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  In  Farmington  he  was  mar- 
ried, by  Rev.  Dr.  Xoah  Porter,  to  Miss  Lucy  Wood- 
ruff, a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Chestina  (Curtiss) 
AN'oodruff,  and  to  them  were  born  live  children; 
(i)  Dollv  (now  deceased)  married  George  ^L 
Hale,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  one  child,  Henrietta  FL, 
was  born  to  them.  She  is  the  wife  of  George 
Morrell,  and  they  have  one  son,  George  Flale.  (2) 
Newtox  Hart,  a  bachelor,  for  many  years  a  well- 
known  resident  of  Farmington,  now  ol  West  Hart- 
ford, was  born  in  the  East  F'arms  District  of  Farm- 
ington, Jan  II,  1 82 1,  and  began  his  education  there, 
later  attending-  the  Farinington  Academy,  then  u.i- 
der  the  direction  of  John  Hooker,  and  still  later  the 
academy  in  Southington.  He  engaged  in  business 
as  a  tallow  chandler  with  his  father  until  taking  up 
farming-  on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  continued 
until  1874,  living-  there  seventy-four  years,  and  held 
many  town  offices  in  Farmington.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  of  that  town, 
and  one  of  its  most  highly  respected  citizens.  On 
Jan.  II,  1901,  this  hale  and  heartv  gentleman  v.-ill 
be  an  octogenarian.  (3)  Clarissa,  born  IMay  29, 
1825,  married  D.  E.  Stoddard,  and  three  children 
were  born  to  them — IMary,  now  ^NL's.  F.  L.  Tuttle, 
who  has  four  children,  .Mbert,  Edythe,  Clara  and 
Frank;  Charles,  married  to  F.  A.  F""rost,  who  has 
two  children,  Claude  and  Lela :  and  Xettie,  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Xichnls.  (4)  Lucy,  born  March  28,  1827. 
married  Blinn  Francis,  who  was  born  ^larch  10, 
1824,  and  died  Xov.  5,  1S95,  and  nine  children 
were  born  to  them,  as  follows — fa)  Julia  married 
Henry  Butler,  of  West  Flartford,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Joseph  Flenry.  (b)  Laura  is  deceased, 
(c)  Alary  Jane  ("Jennie")  married  Xiles  C.  Beck- 
with,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them,  William 
AL,  Annie,  Emily,  Edward  and  Hiram.  Of  these, 
Annie  married  Frederick  Dosh,  of  Wyoming,  IMinn., 
and  had  one  son,  Earl  Francis,  now  deceased,  (d) 


Ilenry,  a  civil  engineer,  and  superintendent  for  an 
a>phalt  paving-  cumj^anv  uf  i'ri,ividence,  R.  1..  mar- 
ried I'juily  IV'ltis,  and  has  tw  o  children.  L  arl  and 
Laid,  (e)  Jnhn,  a  resident  of  Smuliinglon,  niar- 
ried  Minnie  B.  Harris,  and  IkuI  seven  children, 
Emma,  Addie.  Willie.  Fretlerick.  llarrv,  Howard 
ami  L'liarles.  (f)  Cieorge  Blinn,  engineer  in  charge 
of  the  construction  of  the  Bl1^ton  depot,  married 
Morence  Louise  (!recn,  and  has  one  child,  George 
Blinn,  Jr.  (g)  llatiic  Lillian,  single,  is  a  resident 
of  West  Flartford.  (h)  Frank  is  deceased,  (i) 
Lucy  Alberta  married  Henry  D.  Atwater,  of  Plants- 
ville.  Conn.,  and  they  have  four  children.  Rub}- 
Louise,  Esther  Lillian.  Tdorence  r\fay  and  Kirtland 
Francis.  (5)  r^lary  Hart,  the  youngest  child  of 
our  subject,  n-iarried  Xewton  Peck,  a  farmer  of 
Farmington,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Edward 
(married  to  Carrie  A.  Flail)  and  Albert  X.  (un- 
married). 

AXTOX  BAXTLY  (deceased),  an  honest,  in- 
dustrious and  successful  farmer  and  respected  citi- 
zen of  Flockanui-n  during  his  long  residence  in 
the  town  of  East  Hartford,  was  born  in  Witten- 
berg, Germany,  June  13,  1833.  His  father,  John 
Bantly,  was  a  farmer,  and  had  a  large  family,  of 
whom  one  daughter,  married  to  John  ]\Iarch,  is 
living  in  Hockanuni ;  one  son,  John,  resides  in  Bos- 
ton, ^Massachusetts. 

Anton  Bantly  received  the  usual  compulsory 
German  education,  left  school  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years,  and  worked  out  for  about  one  cent  per 
day  and  board.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  sailed 
from  Havre  for  Xew  York,  and  landed  after  a 
rough  voyage,  with  ninety  cents  in  his  pocket.  For 
a  short  time  he  was  employed  by  a  farmer  on  Long- 
Island,  cutting  turnip  tops,  then  by  some  means 
reached  the  Connecticut  shore,  and  on  a  cold  day, 
with  two  companions,  started  to  walk  to  Hartford, 
sleeping  in  sheds  at  night,  and  arriving  in  the  city 
on  a  Sunday  morning.  '\lv.  Bantlv  searched  the 
town  to  find  a  German,  to  whom  he  could  im- 
part the  fact  that  he  was  hungry,  and  finally  found 
a  Mr.  [Miller,  near  the  bridge,  who  fed  him  and 
his  companions  and  sheltered  them  over  night. 
X'ext  morning  he  pointed  out  the  way  to  Xaubuc, 
where  the  Ixiys  found  work  in  the  polishing  depart- 
ment of  the  Curtis  factory,  but  at  tlie  end  of  a 
couple  of  months  were  defrauded  of  their  wages 
by  the  contractor.  Anton  Bantly  was  next  em- 
ployed in  a  brickyard  bv  a  Mr.  Wright,  who  paid 
him  ,$80  a  year,  and  presented  him  with  $5  bonus 
for  faithfulness. 

In  1854  Anton  Bantly  married  IMary  Smith, 
who  died  Jan.  2,  i8'^>3,  the  mother  of  four  children; 
John,  born  April  8,  1856,  married  Amelia  Ruoff 
June  9,  1881,  and  is  now  living  in  South  Man- 
chester: Annie,  born  Dec.  23.  1857,  died  Dec.  5, 
1865;  Emma,  born  Xov.  22,  1859,  ^''''is  married  to 
Oscar  Arnurius  Dec.  11,  1879,  and  is  now  living 
in  Windsor;  ^Minnie,  born  June  30,  1861,  was  mar- 
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ricd  to  WatsiMi  Goslce  Xov.  15,  iSSj,  and  now  rc- 
liivk's  in  South  Manchester. 

On  1\'1>.  1SC.4.  -Mr.  I'.aiuly  married  Christina 
Geiger,  who  was  born  in  \\  itienhcr;;",  (  Icrniany, 
March  5.  1838.  a  i,iaughter  ui  Jacob  and  -Margaret 
l^  Killlolfcrgcr )  Cici;;er,  and  this  union  was  blessed 
with  seven  children:  Anton,  born  Oct.  23.  1864. 
died  Feb.  1887;  Lillie,  born  l"eb.  25,  18O6,  was 
married  to  I'rank  Swift  Xov.  26,  1896,  and  died 
in  Hartford  Aug.  5.  1899;  iMancis,  born  Feb.  i, 
1S69,  married  Lizzie  W'olforl  Ajnil  5,  1893.  and  is 
living  in  Glastonbury;  Jacob,  born  May  5,  1872, 
married  Marian  Hall  Oct.  12,  1S98.  and  is  also  liv- 
ing in  Glastonbury;  William,  b^irn  July  23,  1873, 
married  Mamie  Hodge  Oct.  14,  iS<jb,  and  they  are 
living  on  the  homestead;  Esther,  born  Jan.  11, 
18S0,  lives  with  her  mother;  and  Aiuiie,  born  March 
25,  18S2,  died  Feb.  5,  1883. 

After  his  first  marriage  'Mr.  Bantly  lived  on  the 
farm  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  John  March;  it  was 
on  that  farm  his  first  wife  died,  and  while  still  liv- 
ing there  he  married  Christina  Geiger,  who  sur- 
vives him.  When  he  sold  his  farm  to  John  ^March 
he  purchased  the  "Talcott  Brothers  farm,"  in  Man- 
chester; but  as  he  was  offered  the  position  of  over- 
seer on  the  '"Cheney  Brothers  farm"  he  moved 
thereto,  and  there  lived  about  ten  years,  the  pro- 
prietors, in  the  meantime,  building  a  dwelling  for 
liim.  On  account  of  failing  health  he  at  this  time 
came  to  East  Hartford  and  purchased  the  A\'inslow 
place,  consisting  of  eighty  acres,  made  many  im- 
provements, and  engaged  in  tobacco  growing  until 
his  lamented  death,  which  occurred  Aug.  31,  1S97. 
Politicaly  he  was  a  Democrat.  He  was  an  excellent 
"business  man,  and  successful  in  all  his  undertak- 
ings—thoughtful as  well  as  provident  and  sa- 
gacious. 

DAVID  XELSOX  CA^dP,  ^I.  A.,  educator, 
v/as  born  in  Durham,  Conn.,  Oct.  3,  1S20,  son  of 
Elah  and  Orit  (Lee)  Camp.  On  his  father's  side 
lie  was  a  descendant  of  Xicholas  Camp,  of  X'asing, 
Essex  county,  England,  and,  on  liis  mother's  side, 
of  Theophilus  Eaton,  the  first  governor  of  the 
X"ew  Haven  Colony. 

From  1840  to  1850  ]Mr.  Camp  taught  in  public 
schools  and  academies,  and  in  the  latter  year  was 
made  professor  in  the  Connecticut  State  Xormal 
School.  He  became  associate  principal  in  1855,  and 
principal  and  State  Superintendent  of  Schools  in 
1857,  holding  the  latter  position  until  1866,  when 
he  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health  and  with  the 
intention  of  devoting  some  time  to  visiting  several 
■of  the  principal  educational  institutions  of  Europe. 
He  visited  the  more  important  universities,  col- 
leges and  training  schools  in  England,  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  and  several  on  the  continent.  While 
in  Paris  he  was  appointed  professor  in  St.  John's 
College,  in  Maryland.  After  a  year's  service  in  this 
position  he  resigned  to  engage  in  work  witn  Dr. 
Henry  Barnard  in  the  Bureau  of  Education  at 


W^asliington,  and  subsequently  was  engaged  in  lit- 
erary and  educational  WLuk  in  Connecticut.  Mr. 
Camp's  work  as  an  educator  extends  over  forty 
years,  interrupted  twice  bv  ill  health,  and  was 
finally  relinquished  on  the  advice  of  his  physicians. 
He  is  the  autiior  of  the  ".Vmerican  Year  Book," 
the  "History  of  Xew  Britain,"  and  several  school 
text  books  and  maps. 
I  ^Ir.  Camp  was  chosen  alderman  of  the  citv  of 
j  Xew  Britain  in  1872,  serving  until  1876,  and  was 
.  mayor  in  1877-1879.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  iu  1879,  ^'i  \vhich  he  served  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Education.  He  was 
secretary  of  the  Xational  Teachers'  Association  in 
1864,  and  was  i^resident  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Teachers'  Association  several  years;  has  been 
auditor  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Connecticut 
since  1882,  and  auditor  of  the  Xational  Council 
of  Congregational  Churches  since  1S83.  He  is 
president  of  the  Adkins  Printing  Company,  the 
Skinner  Chuck  Com])any,  and  vice-president  of  the 
X'ew  Britain  Xational  Bank.  Fie  was  president 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Temperance  L'nion  for 
ten  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  American  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions,  the  American  ^Missionary  As- 
sociation, American  Bible  Societv,  Congregational 
Home  }kIissionary  Society,  Connecticut  Missionary 
Society,  Connecticut  Humane  Society,  Connecticut 
Bible  Societv,  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  and 
Connecticut  Congregational  Club. 

!Mr.  Camp  married,  June  25,  1844.  Sarah  Ada- 
line  Howd.  They  had  two  children :  Ellen  R.  Camp 
and  Mrs.  Emma  Camp  Rogers. 

EDWARD  BLAIR  WATKIXSON  (deceased) 
was  in  his  day  one  of  the  most  prominent  business 
men  and  successful  financiers  in  the  city  of  Hart- 
ford, where  he  was  born,  on  Prospect  street,  Feb. 
24,  1S13,  a  son  of  Edward  Watkinson.  He  died  in 
Hartford  ?^Iarch  21,  1S84. 

Mr.  Watkinson  passed  his  school  days  in  Hart- 
ford and  in  ^Mount  Pleasant  Classical  Institute,  at 
Amherst,  ^lass.  After  leaving  school  his  first  ex- 
perience was  as  a  clerk  in  the  wholesale  house  with 
his  father  and  uncles.  Fle  then  went  to  X'ew  York 
and  engaged  in  business,  remaining  only  a  few  years, 
however,  when  he  returned  to  Hartford  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Collins  Co.,  on  State  street. 
About  i8jj4  he  became  agent  and  manager  for  the 
Union  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  whose  mills  were  in 
^lanchester  and  ^Marlborough,  Conn.  In  1871  he 
was  made  chairman  of  the  building  committee  in 
the  construction  of  the  Connecticut  ^Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Co.'s  immense  and  costly  edifice.  He 
left  the  Union  ^Manufacturing  Co.  in  the  fall  of 
1 87 1,  and  became  president  of  the  Connecticut 
Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  an  office  he  held  until 
his  death,  and  on  the  death  of  Samuel  Collins  he 
becaine  president  of  the  Collins  Co.,  an  office  he 
likewise  held  at  his  demise.  He  was  also  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co., 
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^  director  in  the  IlarllorJ  Fire  IiusuraiK-o  Co.,  a 
tliroctor  in  tlio  l-'armors  &  .Mechanic.--  I'.ank.  a  irus-  c 
tee  of  the  American  Scliool  at  Ilarttord  lor  the  Deaf,  i 
and  a  nieniher  of  the  State  lii-torical  Society.  i  ] 

At  a  special  nieelinL;  of  tlie  liireclors  of  tlie  |  i 
CoHins  Co.,  held  in  Hartford  March  2J,  1884,  the  t 
followin*'-  nicnMrial  was  nnauiniouslv  adopted:  : 

1 

On  the  nlo^uin^'  of  March  21,  L^^4.  Kdward  H.  Watkin-  ] 
son  dii'ii  at  his  resilience  in  llartford,  ai;ed  seventy-one  ^ 
years.    For  nearly  titty  years  he  had  been  more  or  less 
identitied  with  this  company.  1 

He  was  srcretary  tnnn  April,  l'^14,  to  Liclober,  1S4^.  He 
became  a  ilirector  in  lf^li">,  and  has  been  a  member  ol  the  ^ 
executive  committee  of  the  board  of  directors  since  1^(57. 
He  was  elected  president  June  14,  IbTl,  Lijjon  the  de.ith  of 
the  founder  of  the  company,  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Collins,  and  on  ; 
February  10,  1S74,  upon  the  decease  of  .Mr.  Elish.^  Colt,  the 
treasurership  was  added  to  his  duties.  At  tlie  time  of  his 
death,  une.vpected  and  untimely,  he  was  the  repre^en^a^l ve 
and  head  of  this  company,  and  iiad  acceptably  tilled  a  large 
place  in  its  affairs. 

His  experience  as  a  manufacturer  was  of  utmost  value. 
His  jud,L;ment  was  sound.  He  was  prudent  and  cautious, 
and  at  tiie  same  time  progressive.  He  iiever  feared  to  take 
his  full  share  of  responsibility.  His  relations  v.'ith  the  oirec- 
tors  and  executive  ofticers  ot  the  company  have  always  been 
peculiarly  pleasant  and  agreeable.  He  always  carried  him- 
self with  modesty  and  dignity.  Xo  disagreement  or  jar  has 
occurred  to  mar  the  intercourse  of  many  years.  And  now 
that  he  has  gone,  it  becomes  impressive  what  the  loss  is,  not 
only  to  this  company,  but  to  the  community  at  large,  and 
this  record  is  entered  upon  the  minutes  as  a  slight  recogni- 
tion of  his  devotion  to  duty  and  loyalty  to  trusts,  his  unsullied 
reputation  and  blameless  life. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees 
-of  the  Connecticut  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  of 
Hartford,  held  March  22,  1884,  a  similar  tribute  of 
respect  was  passed  unanimously,  couched  in  the 
following  language : 

By  the  death  of  its  president,  Edward  B.  Watkinson, 
this  company  is  deprived  of  one  who  has  been  its  principal 
manager  from  its  incorporation,  and  whose  watchful  care  of 
its  industries,  and  whose  strict  integrity,  and  whose  kmd  and 
quiet  ways  of  deahng  with  its  patrons,  have  contributed 
largely  to  its  success. 

As  a  board  of  trustees  we  mourn  a  companion  to  whom 
we  were  attached  by  warm  feelings  of  personal  regard,  and 
for  whose  clear  judgment  we  hold  unquaiilied  respect. 

Having  thus  depicted  in  a  feeble  and  inadequate 
manner  the  business  career  of  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  successful  of  Hartford's  native-born 
citizens,  it  becomes  necessary  to  make  some  allusion 
to  his  domestic  affairs.  At  about  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  'Mr.  Watkinson  married  IMiss  Jane  E. 
Abernethy,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Andrew  Abernethy, 
of  Harv.-inton,  Conn.  She  died  childless  in  1874.  The 
second  marriage  of  Mr.  Watkinson  occurred  Oct. 
18,  1876,  to  ^liss  Louise  Stone,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Collins  Stone,  of  Hartford,  and  principal  of  the 
American  School  for  the  Deaf  for  many  years.  To 
this  happy  union  were  born  three  children :  Helen, 
Grace  and  ^lary,  the  last  named  of  whom  died 
June  18,  1898.  In  the  death  of  3Jr.  Watkinson  Hart- 
ford lost  one  of  its  worthiest  citizens,  whose  place 
can  never  be  satisfactorily  filled. 


HEXRY  B.  HALE,  editor  of  The  ll'cckly  Ga- 
::cltc,  East  Hartford,  was  born  in  that  town  .\(.iv. 
18,  1864,  a  son  of  Jason  h'.  and  Sarah  J.  Hale. 
His  nn)ther  is  also  a  native  of  the  town,  and  his 
lather  was  one  oi  the  famous  Hale  family  of  Glas- 
tonbury. Jason  1".  Hale  was  for  seventeen  years 
a  bookkeeper  for  the  Colt's  Latent  Firearms  Co., 
but  when  high  prices  were  being  paid  for  tobacco 
he  resigned  his  position  and  began  cultivating  the 
weed,  which  industry  he  continued  until  his  death, 
in  1879. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
coinmon  schools  of  his  town,  passed  through  the 
Drown  school  of  Hartford,  and  afterward  attended 
a  private  school.    Being  a  young  man  full  of  am- 
bition and  energy,  he  desired  to  learn  a  trade  for 
the  foundation  of  life,  and  entered  the  factory  of 
the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Co.,  where  he  stayed  his  full 
tmie,  learning  the  machinist's  trade.    On  the  com- 
pletion of  his  apprenticeship  at  the  factory  he  was 
given  a   position  on  one  of    Hartford's  leading 
dailies,  and  for  a  year  worked  under  ditterent  de- 
partments of  the  paper,  serving  in  various  positions 
from  reporter  to  assistant  business  manager.  In 
1885  he  started  The  Weekly  Gazette,  in  East  Hart- 
ford, and  published  it  for  five  large  towns  with  a 
population  of  over  twenty  thousand  people.  He 
opened  a  little  office  in  one  corner  of  a  room  at 
his  residence,  and  a  year  later  moved  to  quarters  in 
a  small  room,  8x15,  over  a  drug  store  on  yia'm 
street,  where  he  remained  for  another  year.  From 
there  he  moved  to  a  new  building,  occupying  a 
floor  in  the  Garvan  block  for  ten  years.    From  1S98 
he  has  been  established  in  his  own  bttilding,  011 
Rector  street,  in  the  immediate  center  of  the  town, 
where  he  has  a  finely  fitted  printerv.    His  eft'orts 
have  been  crowned  with  success  from  the  very 
first  issue,  which  shows  that  constant  labor  has  been 
exercised  in  bringing  the  paper  to  the  front  as 
one  of  the  leading  country  weeklies  of  his  State. 

3ilr.  Hale  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut Editorial  Association,  having  been  its  vice- 
president,  also  auditor,  and  held  various  positions 
as  committeeman  for  the  association.  Li  1892  he 
was  sent  to  California  by  the  association,  as  dele- 
gate. In  1897  he  was  re-appointed  delegate,  to 
Galveston,  Texas  (from  which  place  he  went  on  to 
the  City  of  Mexico),  and  in  1900  was  also  chosen 
to  attend  the  National  Editorial  Convention,  held 
at  New  Orleans,  La.  All  these  he  attended.  He 
was  appointed  to  go  to  the  conventions  in  Denver, 
Colo.,  and  Portland,  Ore.,  but  being  unable  to  at- 
tend sent  his  alternates.  ]\Ir.  Hale  belongs  to  no 
secret  society.  Fie  is  a  member  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  auditor  of  the  Ecclesi- 
astical Society.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Raymond 
Library  Association.  He  is  auditor  of  the  borough 
of  Fenwick,  a  summer  resort,  where,  with  his  fam- 
ily, he  occupies  his  cottage  four  months  in  the  year. 
Mr.  Hale  is  active  in  all  local  enterprises.  He  was 
the  promoter  of  the  work  of  getting  a  water  supply 
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s.v.-tc:n  ill  town,  aiul  was  forcir.o>i  in  iirincring 
a'Unit  the  iiiacailaniizinp;  of  the  roads  anJ  other  im- 
proveincnt>.  \\  hen  tifteen  years  of  ajre  he  entered 
on  his  nuisieal  e;ire<.r.  and  for  several  years  stiuHed 
under  weH-known  instrnctors.  At  cue  time  lie  had 
one  of  the  leaihnc:  orchestras,  and  he  also  organized 
and  taught  the  local  band  of  his  town.  In  pcditics 
he  is  a  Republican,  h.aving  always  voted  that  ticket. 

Our  subject  married  Miss  Celia  Hayden.  eldest 
aaughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  R.  Hayden,  her 
father  being  editor  of  Tlic  U'ctkly  I'luicncrifcr, 
of  New  York,  The  wedding  was  celebrated  in 
St.  John's  Church.  East  Hartford,  in  September, 
1SS4.  To  this  union  have  been  born  nve  children: 
Marjory.  Sept.  18.  189-:  Warren.  March  21.  1894; 
Louise.  Oct.  13.  1896:  Lois,  May  28,  1898;  and 
Gregory,  Aug.  17,  loco.  j 

i 

DEACON  TARVIS  P.  HARRIXGTOX  (de- 
ceased) was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Col- 
linsville,  where  lie  was  in  mercantile  business  for 
thirty-three  years,  and,  although  living  retired  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  he  took  an  active  interest 
in  all  tliat  concerned  t!ie  welfare  of  the  town.  In- 
telligent, practical  and  cultured,  his  opinion  had 
weight  among  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  his  in- 
fluence was  a  factor  in  the  success  of  many  pro- 
gressive movements  in  the  comimunity. 

Z\Ir.  Harrington  was  born  April  22.  1S33.  in 
Simsbury,  this  county,  where  his  family  is  well 
known.    Elisha  Harrington,  his  father,  was  a  na- 
tive and  lifelong  resident  of  Simsbury.  his  death 
occurring  there  in  1850.    By  occupation  he  was 
a  carpenter,  and  as  a  citizen  he  was  much  respected. 
He  married  Miss  Caroline  Barnes,  of  Xew  Hart- 
ford, daughter  of  Isaac  Barnes,  who  was  for  many 
^■ears  a  prominent  resident  of  Litcliiield  comity. 
After  his  death  she  returned  with  her  children  to 
the  home  of  her  parents,  but  her  last  years  were 
spent  in  CoUinsviile.    She  was  a  devout  member  : 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  was  a  woman 
of  superior  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  her  little 
family  having  been  reared  by  her  to  lives  of  use-  , 
fulness  and  honor.    Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  ■ 
four  children,  the  others  being  Henn.-  E.,  a  resident  \ 
of  Hartford :  Cyrus  B.,  who  died  in  the  army :  and 
Hulbert  \V..  a  merchant  in  Collinsville. 

Jarvis  P.  Harrington  began  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Simsbury.  and  after  his  mother's  removal 
tc  Xew  Hartford  he  attended  school  there  for  sev-  ; 
eral  v.inters.    He  assisted  his  grandfather  upon  the 
farm  for  several  }ears.  and  while  still  in  his  "teens  , 
■was  employed  as  a  clerk  by  IMr.  Curtis,  with  whom  1 
he  remained  three  years.    At  the  age  of  twenty  i 
years  lie  went  to  !NIanka:o,  ]^Iinn..  where  he  took  ; 
up  a  large  tract  of  government  land,  and  during  i 
his  three-years"  residence  there  he  took  an  active  j 
part  in  the  development  of  the  place,  giving  some  1 
time  to  practical  educational  work  as  a  teacher.  \ 
On  his  return  to  Collinsville  he  engaged  in  mer-  j 
cantile  business  v.  ith  his  brother  Henry  E. :  later  he  i 
Avas  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Hart,  and  then  with  ; 


Mr.  Hotclikiss.  im.lcr  the  rirm  name  of  J.  I'.  Ha.-- 
rington  &  Co.  He  built  th.e  Harrington  block  in 
Collinsville.  a  tine '  structure  costing  $14,000.  and. 
he  had  large  real-estate  interests  at  Providence.  R. 
I.,  but  his  investments  in  western  lands  proved  un- 
protitable.  His  home  is  a  beautiful  one.  the  hand- 
some residence  being  on  a  small  farm  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Collinsville.  and  he  and  his  wife  were  lead- 
ers in  the  social  life  of  the  community.  For  more 
tb.an  forty  years  Mr.  Harrington  was  identified  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  for  eight  years 
served  as  deacon  and  clerk.  In  politics  he  was  2. 
Republican,  although  he  affiliated  with  t'ne  Demo- 
cratic party  until  1S89,  and  for  some  time  held  the 
ottice  of  assessor.  He  traveled  extensivelv.  and 
in  i8Sr  visited  Europe,  stopping  at  the  principal 
points  of  interest  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland. 
France,  Germany.  Holland.  Belgium,  Italy.  Turkey, 
and  Russia,  and  was  one  of  the  few  men  who  have 
gone  to  the  top  of  the  crater  of  !Mount  \'esuvius. 

yiv.  Harrington's  first-  wife.  Cornelia  Tuller. 
was  a  native  of  West  Simsbtiry.  where  her  brother, 
Oliver  C.  Tuiler,  now  resides,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Jeremiah  and  Luranna  (  Phelps  *  Tuller.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1870.  and  her  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Sinis'Dur}-.  They  had  one  daughter.  Hat- 
tie,  who  died  v.hen  .eight  years  of  age.  Deacon 
Harrington  was  married,  in  18S3.  at  Port  Jervis. 
X'.  Y.,  to  Z^Iiss  Emma  L.  ^leade,  daughter  of  Isaac 
Meade,  a  leading  citizen  of  that  place.  He  passed 
av\ay  Aug.  6,  1900,  and  was  buried  in  Simsbur>" 
cemeten.-. 

HIRA:^!  C.  THOMPSOX.  a  prominent  res- 
ident of  Bristol,  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  clock  movements,  v.-ater.  gas  and  elec- 
tric meter  registers,  etc.,  at  Xo.  22  Federal  street. 
He  resides  at  X'o.  26  Elm  street. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  a  member  of  an  old  Connect- 
icut family,  and  was  born  in  Bristol,  Oct.  25.  1830. 
Asa  Thompson  (i),  his  grandfather,  Avas  a  native 
of  Cheshire,  and  married  Sarah  Cook,  of  the  sam.e 
tov,-n,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Ephraim  Cook,  Avho  won 
his  title  by  service  in  the  Revolutionar}-  war.  The\" 
vrere  married  during  that  conflict,  and  at  its  close 
'Sir.  Thompson  went  to  sea.  He  died  from  yellow 
fever  about  1800.  on  board  a  ship  at  Xew  Y'ork. 
He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children :  t  i  ~) 
Jairus  married  Abigail  Brooks,  of  Burlington,  and 
had  three  children — ^larella.  who  married  Henry- 
Roberts  ;  Louise,  v.ho  married  Harvey  Root :  and 
Albert,  who  was  accidentally  shot  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years.  (2)  Silas  was  married  twice,  first 
to  !Mary  Castle,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Edv.in 
C  who  married  Eliza  !Mav,  and  had  two  children, 
Julia  and  Agnes,  both  of  whom,  died  unmarried. 
By  his  second  wife.  Rosanna  Royce.  he  had  tliree 
children — Edward  died  unmarried :  Sarah  married 
Oliver  A.  Beckwith,  and  had  two  children,  Oliver 
and  Corinna ;  Charles  W.  married  a  lady  named 
Higgenbotham.  and  one  son.  Charles,  survives  him. 
(3)  Lois  married   Freeman   Plum.b,  of  Cheshire, 
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I  aii<l  IkuI  (>no  ilaiii^lucr.  Mora,  wiio  inarric^l  i 

William  lli'lclikisii ;  tlu\  liad  (mio  ilau-htcr.  who 
ir.arrioHl  a  Mr.  ■rutilc.  (,4)  Asa,  mir  sul)U'ci'j  father, 
1,  nK'mi>>iu->l  I'fluw.  (5)  I'.cnoni  marrioil  IVilly 
J'.i-KK-n,  of  Kock>  Hill,  and  had  six  children — 
<  Kori;c  married  Lnc_\-  Miner:  Xorris  nuirried  Djlsey 
I  vrdi.n:  |-dizahcth  married  Mdward  ^Ia;n^l•\  ;  Julia 
iiuirried  juhn  Adams;  |ane>  married  J  'hn  Adams, 
and  had  iwo  children:  Alhert  alsi^  married. 

The  Kuherts  family  have  been  identilicd  with 
l'.ri<t>'l  iri'm  an  early  day,  and  jahcz  ]\oherts  or 
Kcl>hanls,  .nir  snhjccl's  i;reat-srand father,  was  born 
I'uTe  March  3.  ijj;,  and  died  Aiu-.  J/,  17.^0.  after 
inanv  vears  nf  active  bnsiness  life  as  a  tanner  and 
shocmiiker.  lie  and  his  wife  Abigail  Stone,  had 
ihildren:  MoUy.  born  (  )ct.  k),  1746;  David,  born 
A]>ril  jS.  I74'i:  Thankfnl,  born  March  28,  1751; 
/\bl^ail.  born  Dec.  13,  1753;  Jabez,  our  subject's 
-randt-uher  :  aiiil  Daniel,  born  June  9,  1763.  Jabe/. 
K.'bert.s  was  born  Dec.  29.  1759.  and  died  Feb.  20, 
iS^V  He  married  Charlotte  \Vood,  and  had  three 
children,  of  whom  Emily,  cur  subject's  mother,  was 
the  \ouiiL:est.  (  i)  Electa  married  David  Root,  and 
liad  'two  children — (a)  Edward  married  Lydia  Yale, 
and  had  two  children,  Jane  and  Mary:  (b)  Maria 
married  I^avid  Carrington,  and  had  one  child, 
Sopiiia.  who  married  Charles  Warren,  of  Farming- 
tun.  (2)  Polly  married  Abel  Root,  and  had  five  chil- 
<!rcn — (a)  Sylvester  married  Mary  .Ann  Hurlburt ; 
(\>)  Emily,  born  in  1816,  died  July  9,  1886.  un- 
married; (c)  George  resides  in  Indiana:  (d)  'Mary 
died  young;  (e)  Robert  married  a  ]\Irs.  Hotchkiss, 
and  died  leaving  one  son,  Howard. 

Asa  Thompson  (2).  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Cheshire,  April  i.  1792,  and  received  a 
common-school  education  only,  much  of  his  time 
previous  to  his  sixteenth  year  having  been  spent  in 
working  among  farmers  of  the  neighborhood.  Be- 
fore he  reached  his  majority  he  went  to  Pennsyl- 
vania to  sell  japanned  ware,  and  later  he  sold  clocks 
in  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Returning  to  Connecti- 
cut, he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Plain- 
ville,  then  called  Bristol  Basin,  but  he  made  his  home 
in  Bristol.  In  1836  he  sold  out  to  Harmenus  M, 
Welch,  of  New  Haven,  and  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  carriages  at  Bristol,  in  company  with 
others.  The  firm  succumbed  to  the  panic  of  1837, 
•tiid  Mr.  Thompson  then  joined  Chauncey  Jerome, 
Wdliani  L.  Gilbert,  James  G.  Peck,  and  others,  in 
tiic  manufacture  of  thirty-hour  brass  clocks.  About 
the  business  was  sold  to  IMr.  Jerome,  and  the 
I-aiu  was  burned  about  1843.  Mr.  Thompson  next 
It-caiiie  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  screws,  in 
r.tr!ner>hip  with  Noble  Jerome,  Henry  A.  Pond  and 
"tiuTs.  but  the  business  proved  unprofitable  owing-  to 
ibe  revenue  tarifT  of  1846.  From  that  time  Mr. 
rii«.;npx.,ii  lived  in  retirement,  and  his  death  oc- 
rtirnd  Sept.  15.  1854.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
<- '^iigregationa!  Church,  and  an  active  worker  in 
the  W  ii!g  ])arlv.  He  served  as  selectman  for  two  or 
J'irtc  lerins.  anvl  was  also  chosen  grand  juror  at 
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limes.  His  wile.  Fmilv  Robert^,  was  born  Oct.  <:<, 
IJ'./'.  and  died  .\ng.  25,  18S1.  (  )l"  their  live  chil- 
dren, two,  Henry  l\ol>erl>  and  llirani  I.'.,  lived  to 
maturif,-,  the  others  dving-  in  infancy.  1  lenr_\-,  Rol)- 
erts  ThonipMin.  who  died  in  Uri-^tnl,  Xuv.  20,  i8r)S, 
was  married  June  2.  i.'^5i,  to  (iecirgianna  E.  Will- 
iams, daughter  of  Walter  Williams,  and  had  one 
son,  James  Henry,  who  married  antl  settled  in  Cal- 
ifornia. 

Hiram  C.  Idiompson  was  educated  in  the  e"om- 
mon  schools  and  the  academy  at  Bristol,  and  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  began  to  learn  the  clock  maker  3 
trade.    Vor  thirteen  years  he  was  emiiloyed  as  fore- 
man in  his  present  factory,  then  owned  by  Xoah 
Pomeroy,  and  in  1878  he  purchased  the  business, 
Politicallv  he  is  a  strong  Republican,  having  becii  a 
member  of  the  first  Republican  committee  of  his 
town.    In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Cougregationalist. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  since 
1872,  and  has  been  continuously  in  oftice  in  the 
local  society,  and  for  three  or  four  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  State  committee,    yiv.  Thompson) 
married  first  ]Miss  Sarah  A.  Richards,  and  second; 
Mrs.  Julia  B.  Gray,  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Hannahi 
Perry,  of  Bristol,  and  widow  of  Horace  Gray,  who 
was  killed  while  fighting  with  Gen.  Plawley's  divis- 
ion in  the  assault  upon  Fort  Wagner.    Mr.  Tlionip- 
son  has  two  daughters,  by  his  first  marriage :  (  i ) 
Nellie  married  James  R.  Cairns,  of  Hartford,  and  had; 
four  children:  Harry,  Edward  T.,  Bessie  and  Ada. 
(  2)  Addie  married  Otto  F.  Strunz,  representative 
from  Bristol  in  the  State  Legislature,  by  whom  she 
had  one  child,  Hermina,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twO' 
and  one-half  years. 

HENRY  E.  DOIOCK  stands  prominent  among; 
the  business  men  of  New  Britain,  both  for  the  rise- 
he  has  made  in  life  by  his  own  unaided  eltorts, 
and  for  the  value  of  his  citizenship  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives.  He  was  born  in  Chester, 
]Mass.,  Oct.  27,  1845,  a  son  of  Harvey  Dimock, 
who  was  a  native  of  Huntington,  Massachusetts. 

Harvey  Dimock  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Dimock. 
In  early  life  he  was  employed  in  cotton  and  woolen 
mills,  and  later,  acquiring  a  fai'm  of  one  hundred 
acres,  he  led  an  agricultural  life  for  the  remainder 
of  his  days.  He  was  a  careful,  prudent,  thorough- 
going man.  who  had  inherited  noth.ing,  and  owed 
only  to  himself  the  modest  success  which  he  at- 
tained. He  was  not  active  in  politics,  but  sup- 
ported the  Whig  party  and,  afterward,  the  Republi- 
can. Iti  religious  faith  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  he  was  a  man  whose 
example  it  was  safe  to  follow.  He  lived  to  the  ex- 
treme old  age  of  ninety-four  years,  in  this  respect 
keeping  up  the  reputation  of  the  family  for  longev- 
ity ;  his  brother  Horace  lived  to  tlte  age  of  eighty- 
seven ;  his  brother  Aaron  passed  his  eightieth  year;: 
his  brother  Lyman  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  and  his- 
sister  Lucy  lived  to  marry  two  husbands — Har- 
wood  and  Moses  Hannom.    Ilarvev  Dimock  mar- 
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ricd  Caroline  Kldor,  of  Chester,  Mr.ss.,  who  died  Sep- 
teinlier.  it>9<>.  at  the  ago  of  nhiely-fonr  wars.  To  tliis 
union  were  born  tliree  eliildren  :  Augustus,  a  grain 
dealer  at  I.ast  llanipt'Mi:  Ahl'ii.'  l.iieinda,  who  mar- 
ried L  iiarles  C}ihani  ;  and  ll(.iiry  1'..,  ihc  sulijeet  of 
this  skeieli. 

IKnrv  E.  Diiuock  attended  the  sehools  of  Hunt- 
ington village,  later  beeaiue  a  pupil  in  private 
seIio.>ls.  reeeiving  a  good  academic  training,  and 
(.lid  riot  leave  school  until  lie  was  eighteen  years  of 
age.  lie  was  in  service  for  one  year  during  the 
Civil  war,  eidisting  in  Augu^t.  iSoj,  in  Company 
V.  ]-"orty-si.\th  .Ma--.  \'.  J.,  was  at  K'^n-ington, 
Goldshoro  and  W  hite  Jiall,  and  was  mustered  out 
in  August,  1S63.  He  then  acquired  the  trade  of 
wood-turning,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  in  Chester,  Mass.  Not  content  with  the  nar- 
row borders  of  his  trade,  he  branched  out  in  vari- 
ous lines  of  work  in  wood,  and  became  an  expert 
-in  the  use  of  all  kinds  of  wood-working  machines. 
He  was  always  interested  in  architectural  work, 
iind  even  after  his  marriage  he  received  instruc- 
tion in  this,  his  favorite  study.  lie  remained  a 
journeyman  in  Chester  for  about  ten  years,  and 
followed  his  trade  in  Hartford  for  a  similar  period, 
worked  for  three  years  in  Bridgeport,  and  for  seven 
.years  in  Westfield,  2\Iass.  h^rom  Hartford  ^Nlr. 
Dimock  came  in  October,  1S82,  to  Xew  Britain, 
where  he  purchased  the  Xew  Britain  \'ariety 
Works  from  Charles  ^^'ood5  and  converted  it  into 
a  regtilar  planing-mill,  which  he  named  the  Xew 
Britain  Planing  «S:  Moulding  Works.  When  he 
took  charge  of  these  works  3dr.  Dimock  did  all 
the  work  himself,  built  up  his  own  trade,  and  so 
substantially  that  he  now  employs  regularly  about 
ten  men  in  his  factory.  He  is  a  self-made  man, 
and  the  training  he  has  received  in  his  progress 
upward  has  made  him  a  most  valuable  business 
man. 

In  politics  INIr.  Dimock  is  a  Republican,  deeply 
interested  in  party  affairs.  He  is  now  alderman  in 
Xew  Britain  from  the  First  ward,  and  'formerly 
represented  the  F'ourth  ward  in  the  same  capacity. 
He  is  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Streets,  one  of 
the  most  important  committees,  and  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Buildings  and  Encroachments.  Frater- 
nally he  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  Freemasons 
in  the  city,  belonging  to  Harmony  Lodge,  X'o.  20, 
Giddings  Chapter,  Xo.  25,  Washington  Command- 
erv,  Xo.  I,  and  Sphinx  Temple,  Xo.  2.  He  has 
fdied  all  the  chairs  in  the  Chapter. 

Mr.  Dimock  married  .Miss  Mary  A.  Smith,  of 
Chester,  daughter  of  I-.nos  Smith,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Carrie  ?il.,  now  the  wife  of  E.  M. 
Flzekiel.  of  Springheld,  I\Iass.,  arid  hVed  W..  -.vho 
is  with  his  father.  Mr.  Dimock  and  his  family  at- 
tend the  Baptist  Church. 

HEXRY  C.  RICE,  a  progressive  and  enter- 
prising agriculturist  of  Southington,  was  born  in 
Chesliire,  Xew  Haven  Co.,  this  State,  June  27,  1835, 


a  son  of  Lenujel  and  Maria  (Andrews)  Rice.  Tiie 
l)aternal  grandfather,  .\mos  Rice,  was  a  native  of 
I  \'crmont,  and  from  that  State  came  to  Cheshire, 
i  where  his  last  da\s  uere  passed.     The  maiei';al 
j  grandfather,  Abel  Andrews,  was  a  farmer  anel  old 

j  resident  of  Cheshire,    lie  married  Roxanna   . 

I        J  he  sul)ject  of  this  -ketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
I  his  native  town,  and  obtained  his  education  prin- 
'  cipally  in  its  public  schools,  though  he  attendetl  the 
{  high  school  at  Mt.  Carmel  for  one  term.   He  began 
j  his  business  career  as  a  shop  hand  on  government 
I  work,  in  the  shops  of  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co., 
I  of  Souihinghun,  where  he  was  emjiloyed  lor  three 
j  years.     The    following   two    years    he    spent  ni 
Cheshire,  but  since  1807  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
Southington.  working  as  a  blacksmith  for  the  lead- 
ing manufacturers  of  carriage  hardware,  bolts,  etc., 
until'  1S89,  w  hen  he  retired  from  that  business,  aiid 
has  since  engaged  in  farming. 

On  Sept.  30,  1859,  ^•'^'^  married  Miss  Caro- 
line Royce,  a  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Caroline 
(Preston)  Royce,  of  Cheshire,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  two  children:  Carrie  AL,  now  the  wife 
of  Dwight  H.  Bemiett ;  and  (jeorge,  who  married 
Lena  Aliller,  of  Waterbury.  In  his  political  attilia- 
tions  Mr.  Rice  is  a  Republican,  and  in  his  religitras 
views  he  is  a  Baptist.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  and 
popular  citizens  of  his  community,  and  wherever 
known  is  held  in  high  regard. 

JUDGE  FRAXCIS  PARSOXS,  who  was  h  n-n 
at  Amherst,  [Mass.,  Feb.  16,  1795,  and  died  r^Iarch 
9,  1861,  at  Hartford,  was  the  son  of  David  Par- 
sons, a  clergyman  of  Amherst,  and  his  mother  was 
a  sister  of  Chief  Justice  Thomas  S.  Williams. 
Judge  Parsons  was  graduated  witn  honors  at  Yale 
in  1816,  studied  law  with  Judge  Williams,  and  was 
his  partner  for  several  years.  He  was  several  times 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  was  once  ap- 
pointed Commissioner  of  the  School  Fund,  but  de- 
clined the  office.  For  six  years  he  occupied  the 
]5cnch  as  judge  of  the  Countv  Court.  Ilis  wife, 
Clarissa,  the  daughter  of  William  Brown,  a  lav/yer 
of  Guilford  and  Hartford,  was  born  April  6,  1798, 
and  died  ^larch  16,  1866. 

"For  nearly  thirty  years  I  have  known  Judge 
Parsons  only  as  a  friend.  I  knew  him  ever  as  an  un- 
compromisingly honest  man.  To  our  shame  be  it 
said  that  it  has  been  remarked  that  he  was  too 
honest  and  uncompromising  to  be  a  favorite  of 
political  parties.  He  never  could  allow  his  name 
to  be  used  where  there  was  the  remotest  cliance 
of  any  sacrifice  of  self-respect.  He  never  did  a 
mean  act;  being  thoroughly  honest,  he  never  per- 
mitted himself  to  doubt  the  honesty  of  others.  I 
knew  him  as  a  philanthropist — a  quiet  and  unob- 
trusive man.  r^Ianv  a  sufferinsr  family  has  been 
relieved  by  receiving  necessaries  and  delicacies 
from  him  that  never  knew  the  donor.  I  knew  him 
as  an  enterprising  public-s;)irited  citizen,  readv  to 
aid  with  his  time  and  money  in  every  good  work. 


'   ■■■.,1    .  ' 
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I  know  Iiiin  .t>  a  liunihlc  Cliristian  nuiii,  iilacinc;- 
li:s  ln'|)o  and  trust  not  in  lii>  "Wii  merits,  but  in  the 
S;i\i>  r  vi  tlic  \vi>rld  as  lu^  conibTl  tlnonj^li  lilc  and 
in  llio  li<n;r  jnsl  jxTSSod.  I  desire  to  Ix-ar  niy  testi- 
nionv  to  his  many  great  virtues.  W'e  sliall  roiuemher 
luni  :is  tlu*  nol)lesl  work  ol  lnul.  a  strictly  hoiu>t 
man."  [  ivemarks  of  William  R.  Cone,  at  meet- 
in-  ul  the  }>ar.] 

He  son_i:;ht  no  dis[)lay,  Inil  pursued  the  even 
teiKir  of  his  way.  a  sound  lawyer,  and  a  very  higii- 
Iv  respected  and  useful  Christian  citizen.  Among  all 
liis  name  was  the  very  synonym  of  integrity.  Large 
.-'.mounts  (""f  trust  funds  passed  through  his  hands, 
and  he  had  tiie  conriJeuee  a  ijii-mess  men  in  niar.y 
important  transactions.  Pie  was  universally  con- 
sidered an  eminentlv  safe  adviser,  scund  lawyer, 
and  honest  man.  He  was  an  unostentatious  man. 
whose  virtues  were  best  appreciateu  by  those  who 
knew  him  best. 

M.\jOR  Joii.v  C.  Pai^soxs.  In  the  death  of 
Major  Parsons,  at  Hartford,  on  [March  ii.  1S9S, 
there  passed  away  one  of  the  city's  most  respect<.d 
and  useful  citizens. 

Major  Parsons  was  born  June  3,  1835,  in  Hart- 
ford, of  distinguished  Connecticut  parentage,  a  son 
of  Judge  Francis  Parsons,  of  the  Yale  class  of  18 16, 
and  his  wife,  Clarissa  (Brown),  a  daughter  of 
\\'illiam  Brown,  of  Yale,  1774.  [Major  Parson's 
boyhood  was  spent  in  Hartford,  and  in  1850'  he  en- 
tered Yale,  in  the  class  of  1854.  Two  years  later 
impaired  health  demanded  a  period  of  rest,  which 
he  took,  and  then  returned  to  the  college  in  the  class 
cf  1855,  with  which  he  was  graduated.  His  family 
history,  as  well  as  his  own  inclinations,  led  him  to 
liie  study  of  law,  and  after  a  course  at  the  Harvard 
Law  School  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  January, 
r858.  and  entered  the  office  of  his  great-uncle,  the 
-d'stinguished  Connecticut  chief  justice,  Thomas  S. 
Williams.  [Mr.  Parson's  tastes  seldom  led  him  to 
the  more  forensic  branches  of  legal  practice.  His 
work  was  largely  that  of  administration  and  advice ; 
though  he  never  shrank  from  any  public  presenta- 
tion of  legal  questions  to  which  his  duties  called  him. 

Major  I'arsons  was  never  ambitious  for  office, 
but  he  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow 
citizens  always,  and  many  offices  of  trust  were  filled 
by  him.  The  title  by  which  he  was  familiarly  known 
was  derived  from  his  service  as  major  of  the  first 
Company  of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guards,  an  organ- 
ii^ation  with  which  he  was  associated  for  many  years. 
He  was  long  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
Bro  wn  school.  He  was  president  of  the  association 
for  the  care  of  the  ancient  graveyard  behind  the 
Center  church,  belonging  to  the  town,  where  sleep 
so  many  of  those  whose  names  are  honored  in  the 
Colonial  history  of  Hartford,  and  he  took  an  active 
mterest  in  the  efforts  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Amer- 
it^^an  Revolution  to  adorn  and  render  it  attractive. 
I^or  eight  years  (1872  to  18S0)  he  was  president  of 
ihc  Board  of  Street  Commissoners.  At  the  time  of 
ms  decease  he  was  president  of  the  Society  for  Sav- 


ings, an  office  whieli  lie  had  held  since  1894;  and  he 
was  a  director  in  the  Xational  IC.xchange  Bank,  the 
Phcenix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co..  the  Connecti- 
cut hire  Insurance  Co.,  and  the  Security  Co.,  of 
which  latter  organi>^atiun  he  was  president  from 
1804  to  1896.    He  was  and  had  been  fur  many  years 
a  director  of  the  .\merican  Asylum  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  now  the  American  School  for  the  Deaf. 
He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Perkins  estate,  and  of  that 
of  the  late  Lieut. -Gov.  Julius  Catlin.    As  one  of  the 
two  trustees  of  the  latter  property  he  erected  the 
Iniilding  on  the  corner  of  [Main  and  Asylum  streets 
recently  occupied  bv  George  O.  Sawyer.    At  one 
rin'.e  he  was  a  trustee  of  tlic  Industrial  School  for 
Girls  at  [\liddletow  n.    \\  iili  tlie  I'irst  Church  he 
was  most  intiniatelv  associated.    Brought  up  in  it 
under  the  ministrv  of  Dr.  Hawes,-  he  was  attaciied 
to  it  with  an  afcection  dating  from  boyhood,  and 
,  which  never  waned.    He  was  conspicuous  in  all 
tlie  concerns  of  the  I'^irst  Fcclesiastical  Society,  and 
was  long  a  member  of  its  committee.    Few  actions 
have  been  taken  bv  that  society  for  more  than  a 
j  generation  past  without  his  active  participation  or 
his  counsel.    His  services  and  his  benefactions  to  the 
:  interest  of  the  church  of  his  affections  were  self- 
,  sacrificing  and   continuous.    It   was  characteristic 
of  his  modest  self-distrust,  however,  that  though 
always  interested  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
I  church,  he  did  not  make  a  public  profession  of  his 
religious  faith  till  1881,  when  he  and  his  son  united 
with  its  membership  on  the  same  day.    He  felt  a 
personal  sense  of  pride  and  possession  in  its  ancient 
house  of  worship,  evidenced  during  the  last  four 
I  or  five  years  by  its   adornment   with   a  beautiful 
i  window,  representative  of  the  Angel  of  the  Resur- 
,  rection,  and  commemorative  of  [NIajor  John  Cald- 
I  well,  whose  name  he  bore.    [More  recently  he  placcil 
I  two  tablets  on   its   walls,  one   in  memory  of  Dr. 
;  Hav.-es,  the  pastor  of  his  youth,  and  the  other  in 
honor  of  Chief  Justice  Williams. 

A  paper  by  [Major  Parsons,  on  the  "Early  Topo- 
:  graphy  of  Hartford,"  was  read  at  the  celebration  of 
I  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  First 
I  Church  in  1883.  and  was  printed  in  the  volume  re- 
j  counting  the  commemorative  exercises  on  that  oc- 
casion. Several  years  ago  he  prepared  a  paper  on 
I  the  "Duties  and  Responsibilities  of  Directors  and 
I  Trustees  of  Financial  Institutions,"  which  was  iss- 
j  ued  in  a  privately  printed  edition. 
;  Few  men  have  been  more  missed  from  Plartford 
j  than  Major  Parsons.  A  lifelong  resident,  he  loved 
the  citv  and  was  interested  in  all  that  made  for  its 
,  advancement.  His  kindlv  nature  showed  itself  not 
i  merely  in  an  abundant  hospitalitv  to  his  friends, 
I  but  in  constant  interest  in  all  of  his  acquaintances 
i  who  were  in  illness  or  suffering.  He  was  unwearied 
j  in  his  willingness  to  sacrifice  time  in  nelping  those 
i  who  were  in  need,  whether  they  had  any  claim  upon 
I  him  or  not.  Flis  repute  for  high  character,  integ- 
rity and  absolute  honestv  of  purpose  and  of  act 
brought  to  him  much  unrequited  labor,  for  he  was 
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i-i'nsulic\l  coiKstantly  by  tliosc  in  iiccil  of  business 
;uul  k\q:al  ailvicc  who  had  no  one  to  whom  iIkv  cl  uM 
naturaUv  lurn.  and  such  aid  as  was  m  his  pjwcr 
was  alwavs  unLiTiu!i;ini;!y  i;i\i.ii.  lie  was  a  most 
)>;iblic-spii'itod  citizen.  I'robabiv  no  man  in  ihe  his- 
lorv  of  Ilartfonl  was  more  ready  to  do  liis  jnu't  by 
Hecuniarv  contribntion  or  by  jxTsonal  aid  in  help- 
mcT  on  anv  cansc  w  hicii  sccmetl  to  liim  hkoly  to  ben- 
efit any  portion  of  tiie  comnumity.  He  conld  alw  ays 
bo  depended  npon  to  carry  his  i)ort]on  of  tlic  civic 
kiad,  however  bnrdensome  the  task  miglu  bo.  But 
to,  his  personal  acquaintances  his  death  was  much 
n:ore  than  the  passings  away  of  a  public-spirited 
member  of  the  community.  It  was  tlie  loss  of  a 
sing:ularlv  unselfish  and  loyal  friend  and  helper,  of  a 
warm-hearted  neighbor,  of  a  comoanion  of  high  pur- 
pose and  staink"ss  life,  of  a  Christian  whose  place 
must  be  with  the  good  here  or  hereafter. 

Oii  April  7,  1S70,  Major  Parsons  was  married 
to  Mary  McClellan,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  ^Ic- 
Clellan,  of  Philadephia.  ami  a  granddaughter  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles  Ely,  a  noted  Presbyterian 
clergyman.  She  died  in  January,  1871.  One  son, 
Francis  Parsons,  a  lawyer  of  Hartford,  survives. 

Francis  Parsons,  the  only  son  of  the  late  ^Nlajor 
John  C.  Parsons,  of  Hartford,  was  born  in  that 
city  Jan.  13,  1871,  and  there  received  his  elemen- 
tary education.  Pie  was  graduated  from  Yale  in 
1893.  During  the  sticceeding  two  years  he  was 
engaged  in  newspaper  work  on  the  Hartford  Cotir- 
anty  In  1895  he  entered  Yale  Law  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  two  years  later,  and  ad- 
mitted to  practice  at  the  Connecticut  Bar.  In  De- 
cember, 1898,  he  was  appointed  assistant  quarter- 
master-general on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Lounsbury, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel.  He  has  succeeded  his 
father  as  director  and  trustee  of  several  financial 
and  charitable  institutions  of  Hartford. 

RICHARD  SEY-MOUR.  a  venerable  and  highly 
respected  resident  of  Hartford,  was  born  in  that 
city  July  24,  1823,  of  an  honored  pioneer  family. 

The  first  of  the  name  to  locate  in  this  section 
was  Richard  Seymour,  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, who  became  one  of  the  early  farmers  of 
Rocky  Hill,  this  county,  and  also  operated  a  stone 
Quarry  at  that  point.  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age. 
Richard  Seymour  (2),  our  stibject's  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Hartford,  and  for  many  years  conducted 
the  quarrv  mentioned.  His  death  occurred  in  mid- 
dle age,  from  the  effects  of  a  fall  from  a  rock.  In 
1784  he  married  Rachel  Lamb,  who  lived  to  ad- 
vanced age,  and  they  had  a  family  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, ten  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  They  were 
reared  in  the  Congregational  faith. 

Richard  Seymour  (3),  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Hartford  in  1788,  and  followed  the  ances- 
tral occupations  of  quarrying  and  farming,  being  the 
owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land  at  Rocky  Hill.  Pie 
died  in  1840,  aged  fifty-two  years.  His  wife, 
Amanda  Foote,  who  died  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  sev- 


oiuy-four,  was  born  in  Canton,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Al)iaham  Footo.  a  well-known  aiiriculturisl  of  Can- 
ton ami  b'armington.  She  was  1  ne  of  a  large  fam- 
ily of  children,  and  was  a  descendant  of  Xathaniel 
boote,  tlie  pioneer  of  W'clhershcld.  Eleven  cliil- 
dren  were  lK>rn  to  Richard  and  Amanda  Seynujur, 
nine  of  wlumi  lived  in  adult  aL:c,  and  four  arc  still 
living:  Cynthia  marrieil  the  late  William  Collins,  a 
farmer  of  South  Windsor;  J'liza  married  Aldeii 
Giddings,  of  Jxomeo.  Mich.;  Richard  is  next  in  the 
order  of  birth:  Delia  married  i^h'''-^t)  Leonard  Jack- 
son, of  Cleveland,  (  I'liio,  and  second  )  llenrv  Gol:, 
of  Spencerport,  Xew"  York. 

Richard  Seymour  remained  at  home  during  his 
yctitli.  and  attended  the  grammar  scho.il  of  Hart- 
ford. After  the  death  of  his  father  he  bought  the 
farm  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  but  later  went 
West  for  a  year.  C  )n  his  return  he  engaged  in  the 
market  business  in  Hartford,  contiiuhng  thus  about 
twenty  years.  In  1861  he  purchased  his  present 
lioniestead  at  Xo.  31  Park  street,  and  on  retiring- 
from  the  market,  in  1884,  he  devoted  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  the  care  of  his  extensive 
tract  of  land.  He  also  owns  two  houses  in  Hartford. 

Mr.  Seymour  was  married  in  1857  to  Miss 
Lticy  Robbins,  a  native  of  Wethersfield,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  that  town. 
Robert  Robbins,  her  great-grandfather,  was  a  pio- 
neer farmer  there,  and  her  grandfather,  Robert 
Robbins,  and  father.  Josiah  Robbins,  were  both  born 
there.  Her  grandmother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Cynthia  Wood,  was  born  on  Block  Island,  and  lived 
to  be  one  lumdred  years  old,  while  a  daughter  lived 
to  the  age  of  one  hundred  anti  five.  The  grand- 
mother sau^  some  of  the  troublous  times  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  and  among  the  interesting  stories  of 
that  period  which  she  told  in  old  age  was  one  of  an 
encounter  with  some  British  soldiers  wdiom  she 
threatened  to  scald  with  some  hot  soap.  Josiah 
Robbins  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  his  later 
years  were  spent  in  farming  at  Berlin,  his  death  oc- 
curring wdien  he  was  eighty-two  years  of  age.  He 
married  Harriet  Crane,  a  native  of  Sandisfield. 
Mass.,  who  died  the  following  year,  also,  aged 
eighty-two.  Her  father,  Elijah  Crane,  Mrs.  Sey- 
mour's grandfather,  was  an  early  settler  at  Sandis- 
field, wdience  he  remo\'ed  to  Wethersfield  and  then 
to  ]\lassachusetts,  where  he  died.  Josiah  and  Har- 
riet Robbins  had  five  children,  two  of  wT.om  are 
living:  Lucv  and  Fanny.  Our  subject's  only  daugh- 
ter. Flattie,  died  when  twenty-four  years  of  age. 
His  onlv  son,  Edward  G.,  is  cashier  in  a  bark  at 
Germania,  Kossuth  Co.,  Iowa,  has  traveled  exten- 
sively over  the  West,  including  ^lontana  and  Wash- 
ington, and  for  some  time  w-as  among  the  great 
ranchmen  in  the  cattle  business.  He  has  also  been 
in  the  grain  business,  and  has  a  farm  of  600  acres 
in  Kossuth  county,  Iowa.  He  is  esteemed  as  a  pro- 
gressive citizen,  and  has  held  many  offices  in  his 
township. 

Mr.  Seymour  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
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Ikcu  a  UK'nili'T  ut  t!ic  (."onL;Toi;.ui(.';Kil  Church  >:iicc  j 

liuirtun  wars  ul  ai^c.    11c  ha,-  Wxn  a  roj^uhir  at-  | 

ti-mhiiu  ot  ilic  Soulh  Church  at  Hartford,  aiui  his  i 

wife  lias  Ik'Oi)  a  icaclicr  fi^r  many  _\cars  in  the  intaiu  j 

department  of  the  Sunday-schcHil.    .Mr-,  Seynnuir  i 

also  taUL:;lu  in  the   day    schools   of    W'ether-tieKl.  j 

Greenwich  and  Hartford,  having-  prejKired  f^r  the  | 
work  at  the  Xormal  school  in  .\e\v  llritain. 

CHAKLES     FREDERIC     COFEIXG  (de- 
ceased), a  former  well-known  and  liighly-csteenied 
citizen  of  West  Hartford,  was  born  in  Great  Bar-  i 
ringlon,  Mass.,  March  ii,  1S41,  and  traced  his  | 
ancestry  back  to  Sir  Richard  Colhii,  Kniyhl.  who  • 
went  from  Xormandy  to  England  with  William  the 
Conqvieror.    It  was  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject who  added  "g"  to  the  family  name,  making  it 
Cofting. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was 
Tristram  Coffin,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1605, 
one  of  tlie  six  children  of  Peter  and  Joan  (Thimber) 
Coffin.  He  died  in  1627-28.  His  grandparents 
were  Nicholas  and  Joan  Coffin,  the  former  of  whom 
died  in  1613.  Tristram  Coffin  was  about  fiftv-five 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  the  Xew  World.  He 
married  Dionis  Stephens,  and  died  in  Xantucket, 
R.  I.  (II)  Tristram  Coffin,  Jr..  born  in  England  in 
1632,  married  Judith  Greenlcaf,  daughter  of  Ed- 
mund Greenleaf,  and  widow  of  Henry  Somerby,  and 
died  in  X'ewbury,  Mass.,  in  1704.  (HE)  Stephen 
Coffin,  born  in  Xewbury,  ]\[ass.,  Aug.  18,  1665, 
married  Sarah  Atkinson.  {IV )  Daniel  Coffin,  born 
in  Xewbury,  September,  1700,  married  Lydia  Moul- 
ton.  (\')  Isaac  Coffin  married  Anna  Churchill, 
of  Long  Island.  ( \T )  Isaac  Coffin,  born  in 
Fishkill.  X.  was  married  Feb.  8,  1770,  to  Sarah 
Nichols,  who  was  born  Feb.  23,  1751.  (\  Hj  John 
Churchill  Cuffing,  born  in  Derby,  Conn.,  Oct. 
6,  1776.  He  married  (first)  Jerusha  Fitch,  daugh- 
ter of  Hezekiah  and  Jerusha  (Burr)  Fitch,  and 
g-randdaughter  of  Gov.  Ihomas  Fitch.  Bv  her  he 
had 

(\TII)  Charles  Fitch  Coffin--,  born  April  5, 
1812.  He  made  his  home  in  Great  Barrington, 
jNIass.,  where  for  many  years  he  was  extensively  ' 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1863  lie  moved  to  W^est  } 
Hartford,  where  he  continued  to  follow  farming  | 
until  his  death,  in  August,  1S65.  He  married  ' 
Catherine  Eldndge.  who  died  ]\Iav  9,  1883.  They  | 
had  three  children:  John,  who  was  killed  in  the  j 
Civil  war ;  Charles  Frederic ;  and  Josephine,  wdio  ' 
married  J.  \\'atson  Beach,  of  Hartford.  i 

( IX)  Charles  Frederic  Coffi.ng,  whose  name  in-  j 
troduces  this  sketch,  w'as  reared  and  educated  in 
Great  Barrington,  2\Iass.,  and  after  attaining  man's 
estate  followed  farming  on  the  home  place  until 
1864,  when  he  joined  the  family  in  West  Hartford. 
During  his  residence  here  he  operated  the  farm 
whicli  his  father  had  purchased,  and  as  an  agricult- 
urist he  met  with  excellent  success,  becoming  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  citizens  of  his  community.  He 


died  July  30,  1S87,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Coffuig  married,  in  West  Hartford,  March 
5,  1807,  -Miss  Julia  Hall  I'erkins,  a  daughter  of 
Lullier  Harris  ami  Harriet  (^Hall)  I'erkins.  Her 
father,  a  native  of  Hartford,  and  a  graduate  uf 
Trinitx-  College,  died  wln-u  she  was  only  a  year  okl. 
He  was  a  civil  engineer  by  profession,  and  was 
a  partner  of  Xicholas  Harris  in  the  wholesale  gro- 
cery business  in  Hartford.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cofting  was  born  one  daughter,  (X)  Catherine 
Harriet,  who  married  Oct.  8,  1895.  Charles  Ed- 
ward IJeach  (^son  of  Charles  Mason  Beach  j,  by 
wlu^n  she  hatl  two  sons,  Charles  Frederic,  hovu 
Oct.  11,  189O,  and  TliDinas  Cothng,  born  Oct.  10, 
1899.    She  died  INlarch  2,  1900. 

JOHX  WARREX  DAXFORTH  (deceased) 
who  was  for  over  thirty  years  a  well-known  whole- 
sale grocer  on  State  street,  Hartford,  was  a  native 
of  the  State  of  \'ermont,  and  descended  frenn  a 
long  line  of  [Massachusetts  ancestry,  the  founder 
of  the  American  family  having  been  Xicholas  Dan- 
forth,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Boston. 

John  W.  Danforth,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
^^'ethers^ield,  Windsor  Co.,  \  t.,  in  1812,  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Lydla  (Cox)  Danforth,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  farmer.  Our  subject  passed  his  early 
school  days  in  his  native  town,  and  assisted  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  he  was  tw-enty- 
two  years  old,  after  which  he  spent  some  time  in 
Tolland  county,  Conn.,  and  Buffalo,  X.  Y.  x\bout 
1839  or  1840  he  came  to  Hartford  and  engaged  in 
tile  wholesale  grocery  trade,  as  mentioned  above, 
in  which  he  met  with  uninterrupted  success  until 
called  away  by  death,  in  August,  1875,  Hartford 
thus  losing  one  of  its  most  useful  and  substantial 
citizens,  its  board  of  alderman  a  wise  and  able  mem- 
ber, and  the  Masonic  Fraternity  a  most  worthy 
brother. 

^Ir.  Danforth  was  married  in  Plymouth,  Lu- 
zerne Co.,  Penn.,  Jan.  26,  1847,  to  ]Mary  Gaylord, 
daughter  of  Henderson  and  Bethia  (Xesbitt)  Gay- 
lord,  and  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  highly  re- 
pected  Connecticut  family,  of  whom  further  men- 
tion will  sliortly  be  made.  To  this  union  were 
born  three  children:  ]\lary  is  the  w^ife  of  Charles 
A.  Pease,  a  grain  and  feed  merchant  on  Main 
street,  Hartford.  Ella  lives  at  home.  Joseph 
\\'arren  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Simpson,  Hen- 
dee  &  Co.,  of  New  York  City,  who  do  a  wholesale 
grain  business;  he  married  Maud  (Hough)  Wells, 
and  they  have  one  child,  John  Warren ;  they  reside 
in  East  Orange,  New  Jersey. 

The  old  Gaylord  family,  of  wdiich  }^Irs.  INIary 
Danforth  is  a  descendant,  is  traced  back  to  William 
Gaylord,  who  came  from  England  about  if^>30. 
Walter,  the  next  head  of  a  family,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Stebbins,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 
Joseph,  of  the  third  generation,  married  Sarah  Stan- 
ley.   John,  of  the  fourth,  married  Elizabeth  Hickox. 
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Josq)li,  of  the  tittli.  the  iiircat-g^rcat-j^randlatlior  of 
.\lr>.  l)anfi.irlh,  was  born  in  what  was  then  l'"arniing- 
lon,  Conn.,  but  hved  tlie  greater  jiart  of  his  liiu  in 
\\'alHny:lord  and  Lhisrol,  dying-  in  liristoL  Charles, 
of  the  sixth  genciation,  born  in  W'allinglord,  Conn  , 
married  Hannah  Andrns,  and  died  wliile  ber\  ing 
in  the  Revohitionary  war,  July  5.  1777.  Of  the 
seventh  generation  was  Charles  Eleazcr  Gaylord, 
M.  D.,  of  Wyoming  \'alley,  Penn,,  a  native  of 
Bristol,  Conn.  Of  the  eighth  was  Henderson  Gay- 
lord,  and  of  tlie  ninth  is  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Danforih, 
widow  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Among  the  ancestors  of  }^lrs.  Danlorth  may 
also  be  mentioned  Thomas  Scott,  John  Stanley, 
Edwin  Stebbins,  the  Hickoxes  and  Riches,  all  very 
prominent  people  in  both  Pennsylvania  and  Con- 
necticut. Airs.  Danforth  still  has  her  home  in 
Hartford. 

JASPER  HYDE  BOLTON,  Jr.,  retired,  with 
residence  in  Hartford,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
born  Oct.  13,  1S42,  in  Stafford,  Tolland  county, 
and  is  of  Scottish  descent  on  the  paternal  side. 

Thomas  Eolton,  his  grandfather,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  came  to  Stafford  in  1S25,  and  there  man- 
aged and  superintended  an  ore  mill  the  rest  of  his 
life,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Alcott,  born  in  Vermont,  near  Rutland, 
one  of  a  family  of  three  children  to  reach  maturity ; 
she  died  in  1S62,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety 
years,  a  firm  adherent  of  the  orthodox  faith. 

Jasper  Hyde  Bolton,  Sr.,  father  of  Jasper,  Jr., 
was  born  in  Stafford,  Conn.,  was  educated  there  in 
the  common  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  became  a  teacher.  For  a  time  he  worked 
on  the  farm  of  J.  Hyde  (the  richest  man  in  Con- 
necticut, in  his  day,  and  a  prominent  man  in  Staf- 
ford), and  this  continued  until  Mr.  Bolton  was 
twenty-five  years  old,  at  which  time  he  commenced 
working  in  a  machine  shop,  his  duty  being  the  mak- 
ing of  cylinders  for  wool-carding  machines.  Later, 
for  three  years,  he  manufactured  shoes  in  Staft'ord, 
and  then  commenced  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
warps,  a  business  he  followed  up  to  1863.  In  that 
year  he  came  to  Hartford  and  embarked  in  the 
wholesale  liquor  business ;  but  at  the  end  of  three 
years  he  abandoned  it,  and  along  with  our  subject 
carried  on  a  restaurant  business  on  Asylum  street 
for  four  years,  in  1880  becoming  the  proprietor  of 
the  "Park  Central  Hotel,"'  where  the  "Hotel  Hart- 
ford" now  stands,  being  associated  in  business  with 
his  son,  Jasper  PI.,  Jr.,  some  six  years.  He  then 
retired  from  active  life,  passing  his  remaining  days 
at  the  present  home  of  his  son,  Jasper  H.,  Jr.,  and 
dying  there  in  July,  1896,  at  th.e  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  \\  hig  and  Re- 
publican, and  for  eight  years  was  postmaster  at 
Staft'ord,  town  clerk,  deputy  sheriff,  and  sheriff  for 
eight  years,  also  represented  his  town  in  both 
houses.  He  was  a  very  prominent  and  highly  re- 
spected man,  a  fine  orator,  and  enjoyed  the  respect 


!  and  esteem  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  In  religiiai* 
faith  he  and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the 
Cniversalist  Church.  In  1841  he  married  Anna 
i  Maria  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Stafford,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Minor  Smith,  a  wcil-known  farmer.  To  this 
I  union  were  burn  four  children,  our  subject  being 
the  eldest  and  the  only  one  now  living. 

Jasjier  11.  Bolton,  Jr.,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  made  his  home  in  Stafford  until  1S02,  rccei\- 
1  ing  his  literary  education  at  the  common  schools  of 
I  the  locality,  after  which  he  attended  the  military 
j  academy  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  the  Eastman 
1  Business  C"oll<rge.  at  J 'ouglikeepsie,  X.  Y.  W'liil-..- 
I  at  the  Alilitary  Academy,  he  was  major  of  the 
I  Highland  Cadets.    On  Aug.  11,  1862,  he  enlisted 
!  in  the  navy  under  Parragut,  serving  first  on  the 
"Connecticut,"  then  on  the  gunboat  "Westfield." 
In  January,  1863,       ^^''is  gunner's  mate,  acting  as 
gunner,  and  was  serving  aboard  a  vessel  that  was 
blown  up,  narrowly  escaping  with  his  life ;  later 
was  on  the  "Honduras,"  then  on  the  man-of-war 
j  "Brooklyn"  under  Commodore  Bell,  serving  as  ship's- 
i  yeoman  until  after  the  battle  of  Mobile.  While 
serving  on  the  "Westfield,"  he  participated  in  ilie 
battle  of  Galveston,  Texas.    After  the  aft'air  at 
Mobile  he  was  discharged  as  ship's  yeoman,  and 
returned  to  Staft'ord ;  thence  after  a  few  month.s 
went  to  Jackson,  Alich.,  remaining  there  four  years,, 
and  then  located  in  Hartford  and  commenced  the 
hotel  and  restaurant  business ;  later  entered  the 
Post  Ofiice  Department  service,  serving  three  years 
on  a  train,  after  which  he  held  the  position  of  mail- 
ing clerk  in  the  Hartford  post  office  seven  years 
and  two  months,  resigning  at  the  end  of  that  time. 
We  next  find  him  in  the  capacity  of  the  genial  and 
j  courteous  landlord  of  the  "Park  Central  Hotel,"" 
j  w'hich  he  conducted  until  1887,  when  he  retired. 
I  In  his  day  he  has  done  a  great  deal  of  catering — 
feeding  10,800  on  Battle  Flag  Day,  8,400  on  Buck- 
ingham's Day,  and  5,200  on  Grant's  Day. 

In  November,  1864,  Mr.  Bolton  married  Emily 
I  R.  Niles,  born  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
i  Lucas  H.  and  Henrietta  W.  Niles,  who  were  the 
I  parents  of  four  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now 
1  living.  The  mother,  who  was  born  in  Stafford,  and 
I  is  now  eighty-six  years  of  age,  makes  her  home 
!  w-ith  our  subject.  !Mr.  Niles,  who  was  a  woolen 
j  manufacturer,  spent  some  years  in  Windsor,  later 
I  making  his  home  in  Rockville,  where  he  died  in 
{  18S4.  In  politics  ]\Ir.  Bolton  is  a  Republican,  but 
}  has  never  aspired  to  office.  Socially  he  has  been 
I  a  member  of  the  Michigan  Lodge,  No.  50,  .\.  F. 
I  &  A.  M.,  of  Jackson,  r^Iich.,  since  1864;  is  affiliated 
j  with  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  i\Ien,  No.  i,  of 
I  ?Iartford;  also  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  Robert  O.  Tyler 
i  Post,  No.  50,  in  W'hich  he  has  held  all  the  offices, 
I  and  is  a  member  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club. 
He  has  dealt  considerably  in  real  estate,  and  owns 
twenty-two  acres  of  highly  valuable  land,  besides 
an  elegant  residence  at  No.  457  Wethersfield  avenue, 
Hartford. 
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HON.  1"K.\Nl'1S  H.  rAl\lvl-~R,  a  luomiiicnt 
la\v\cr  vi  il:irUoi\l.  am!  eldest  son  of  O/.ias  11. 
aiij'  Mana  M.  i.-^)*-'")  i'urkcr,  was  born  in  Ea.-t 
lla'Main,  LVm-ji.,  Sept.  J3,  1850.  His  father,  a 
taniK-r  in  the  town  where  ho  now  lives,  antl  his 
rni'tlitr  ui.re  al^o  born  in  luist  Ihublani.  i'hey  had 
livt  eiiildreJi,  all  living-;  I'raneis  H.;  Henry  C.  Is  a 
fanner  and  miller  in  East  Haddani ;  Thonuis  Lyon, 
a  ilriiugi^t  H<-~e"p  River,  Conn.,  has  served  in  the 
iJenerai  Assembly,  and  is  now  ]iostmaster  ;  Lncy  M. 
was  edneated  in  W'ilbraham  Academy,  ?\Iass.,  and 
iv>r  inaiiv  vears  has  tani^ht  in  the  public  schools  of 
Hartford:  and  Sarah  H.  is  living  with  the  father, 
liic  mother  ha\  ing  died  in  iS^jj,  aged  sixty-eight 
years. 

Ozias  H.  Parker,  father  of  the  above  named 
cliildren,  and  the  yonngest  son  of  Elial  and  Prn- 
ticnce  ( Avery  j  Parker,  was  born  in  East  Haddam, 
Nov.  13,  iv*^-'3.  and  is  still  living  in  the  house  in 
which  he  was  born.  He  represented  his  native 
town  in  tlie  General  Assembly  in  the  years  1851, 
18^4,  1837,  and  1S77,  and  served  as  selectman  for 
many  years,  beginning-  in  1S63.  In  1877  he  de- 
clined an  appointment  tendered  him  by  Gov.  Rich- 
ard D.  Hubbard,  as  a  member  of  a  comniission  to 
revise  the  pauper  laws  of  the  State.  He  is  at  pres- 
ent one  of  the  trustees  of  the  town  library,  and  a 
director  in  the  local  creamery  company. 

Francis  H.  Parker  graduated  at  \\'esleyan  Uni- 
versity in  the  class  of  '74,  and  at  Yale  College,  law 
department,  in  the  class  of  '76.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year  he  began,  and  has  since  continued,  the  prac- 
tice of  law  in  Hartford,  though  continuing  to  re- 
side in  East  Haddam  until  1885,  since  which  time 
lie  has  resided  in  the  Capital  City.  Wdiile  a  resi- 
dent of  East  Pladdam,  ]\Ir.  Parker  represented 
that  town  in  the  Gei-ieral  Assembly  in  the  years 
1878  and  1880.  and  was  a  delegate  to  several  State 
conventions..  From  1SS7  to  1S91,  and  from  1894 
to  1895,  he  served  as  prosecttting  attorney  for  tlie 
city  of  Jrlartford,  but  in  1S94  was  defeated  as  can- 
didate for  the  State  Senate.  In  August,  1898,  ]\Ir. 
I'arker  was  appointed  referee  in  bankrtiptcy  for  the 
county  of  Hartford,  and  held  the  office  until  March 
31,  1900,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  office  of 
United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  Con- 
necticut, to  which  office  he  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent McKinley.  ]Mr.  Parker  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  political  party  w-ith  which  he 
affiliates,  and  for  four  years,  from  1896  to  1900, 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Republican  town  and 
city  committee. 

Early  in  1898  ]\Ir.  Parker  was  appointed  trustee 
of  tlic  Connecticut  School  for  Boys  at  Meriden,  and 
in  1889  ^vas  elected  president  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees, which  position  he  still  holds.  Mr.  Parker 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  historical  matters,  especially 
as  related  to  liis  own  State,  and  since  1886  has  been 
a  member  of  tlxe  Connecticut  Historical  Society, 
and  is  chairman  of  its  library  committee. 

Mr.  Parker  is  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 


eration from  William  Parker,  a  ])ropriet'>r  of  Hart- 
1  ford,  ami  Margery,  his  wife,  who  in  n'45,  in-m-ie- 
j  diat^K-  aiier  the  Eenwick  session,  removed  to  Say- 
'  brook.    His  great-grandfather,  John  Parker,  born 
'  i'"eb.  14,  173-'.  in  that  part  of  ancient  Savbrook, 
now  constituting-  the  town  of  j£ssex,  removed  to 
Ea>t  Haddam  about  iyi>o,  married  Sarah  Fuller, 
the  daughter  of  Capt.  Ephraim  and  Sarah  i  Bcck"- 
:  with)  Fuller,  of  that  town,  and  served  in  the  Revo- 
;  lutionary  war. 

Through  his  great-grandmother,  Sarah  (Fuller) 
1  Pai  ker,  ^,lr.  Parker  is  descended  from  six  passengers 
j  in  the  "'^layllower."   In  the  line  of  his  grandihother,. 
•  Prudence  (Avery)  Parker,  he  is  descended  from 
j  Capt.  James  Avery,  Thomas  Stanton,  Thomas  Lord. 
[  Robert  Parke,  John  Elderkin,  William  Fowler,  Ed- 
}  muml  Tapp,  Richard  Bushnell,  John  Drake,  Thonias 
i  Lefhngwell,  and  other  earlv  settlers  of  the  Connecti- 
cut and  New  Haven  Colonies.    In  the  line  of  his 
mother,  the  daughter  of  Hul)ert  and  Susanna  (  L^  on  i 
A\-er,  and  granddaughter  of  Josiah  Lyon,  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  and  ]\Iercv  Andrews,  his  wife, 
he   is   descended   from   William   Lyon,  of  Rox- 
I  bury,  John  Hasfings,  of  Braintree,  Richard  Plttmph- 
rey,  of  Cambridge,  ]^Iass.,  as  well  as  from  William 
Andrews,  John  Kirby,   William  Coiustock,  John 
Stebbins,  and  many  other  early  Connecticut  settlers. 

Mr.  Parker  is  a  member  of  the  college  fra- 
ternity. Phi  Beta  Kappa,  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revo- 
I  Itition,  of  the  Hartford  Public  Library  Association,, 
i  and   of   the    Hartford    County   Bar  Association. 
!  Among  the  large  number  of  cases  in  which  he  has 
been  engaged,  perhaps  the  one  of  most  public  in- 
terest was  that  of  Henrv  L.  Goodwin  agamst  the 
town  of  East  Hartford,  in  which  j\Ir.  Goodwin 
sought  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  treastirer  of  that 
town  paying  an  order  of  85,000,  which  had  been 
illegally  drawn,  in  payment  for  services  in  lobby- 
t  ing  a  bill  through  the  Legislature  imposing  upon 
I  the  State  of  Connecticut  the  expense  of  maintaining 
i  a  free  bridge  across  the  Connecticut  river,  the  ex- 
pense previously  liaving  been  borne  by  a  nttmber  of 
towns.    Mr.  Parker  was  retained  by  Mr.  Goodwin,, 
and  was  successful  in  the  superior  and  supreme 
j  courts,  but  later  an  attempt  was  made  to  procure 
the  passage  of  an  act  through  the  Legislature  au- 
thorizing the  town  of  East  Hartford  to  pay  the 
order,  and  Mr.  Parker  appearing  before  that  body^ 
j  conducted  the  case  to  a  successful  issue. 

Mr.  Parker  was  married,  Dec.  9,  1891,  to  ^Irs. 
Adelaide  (Leeds)  Fowler,  of  New  London;  they 
have  no  children. 

F.  WILLSON  ROGERS,  Hartford,  State  Man- 
ager of  the  ^Massachusetts  ^Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pariy,  of  Springfield,  >dass..  is  a  i-iative  of  Connec- 
ticut, born  Dec.  11.  1851,  in  the  city  of  Hartford. 

William  Rogers,  his  father,  was  born  in  Hart- 
ford, May  13.  1 80 1,  a  son  of  Asa,  who  was  born  m 
New  .Salem,  Com-i.,  in  175''),  and  came  to  Hartfnrd 
about  1801,  following  farming  there.    He  married 
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llannali  Harris,  auj  liad  a  family  of  c;l;1u  children, 
all  now  (.loocasttl.  \\  illiam  w.is  reared  on  ilie  home 
farm,  and  when  old  enough  eonimenced  to  learn  the 
'  trade  of  a  jeweler,  afterward  carrying-  on  that  line 
cf  business  in  partnersliip  with  Josepli  Church,  the 
firm  being'  organizeil  in  1825.  and  their  store  located 
on  Ferry  street,  Hartford.  At  ihe  end  of  ten  years 
the  copartnershii)  was  dis>olved.  Mr.  Rogers  remov- 
ing- to  Xo.  ()  State  aiul  continuing  the  business  imtil 
l8<)2,  in  wh.ich  year  he  sold  out  to  his  son,  \\  iliiam 
Rogers,  jr. 

While  in  business  on  State  street  he  experi- 
mented in  silver  plating,  and  he  was  the  lirst  to  i)ut 
tl;e  process  of  electroplating:  into  practical  and  com- 
Uicrcial  use.  Through  his  individual  skill  and  abil- 
ity the  art  was  perfected.  ]n  fact,  he  was  the  first 
to  manufacture  plated  ware  in  this  country,  and  the 
first  to  api)!y  for  a  patent  on  sectional  plate.  He 
carried  on  the  silver-plating  industry  alone  until 
1847,  in  which  year  was  organized  the  celcl^ratcd 
firm  of  Roger  Bros.,  which  ^till  enjoys  a  world- 
wide reputation.  In  course  of  time  thev  occui)ied 
the  old  jail  building-  as  a  factor}-,  on  Pearl  street, 
later  building-  where  now  stands  the  factory  of  the 
Jewel  Belting  Co.  Here  they  continued  up  to  1862, 
at  which  time  they  closed  out.  and  made  a  contract 
with  the  ^Meriden  Brittania  Co..  to  manufacture 
their  goods  under  a  royalty,  William  Rogers  filling 
the  position  of  superintendent  of  that  department 
to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1873,  when  he  was 
aged  seventy-three  years.  This  factory  employs  a 
force  of  1,000  men. 

In  1828  William  Rogers  was  married  to  Parthe- 
nia  Tyler,  who 'died  Jan.  3.  1831,  without  issue.  On 
Dec.  7,  1831,  he  was  married  to  Xancv  Wilson,  who 
v»'as  born  at  Golden  Bridge,  X.  Y.,  a  daughter  of 
Xehemiah  Wilson.  To  this  union  were  born  eight 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living:  Ellen  F.,  wife 
of  John  H.  Brace,  of  Syracuse,  X.  Y. :  Lucv  W., 
v.-idow  of  the  late  Dennis  Sage,  of  East  3*1  ikon, 
Mass.;  r^Iary  E.,  wife  of  James  S.  Belden,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn. ;  Sarah  A.,  married  to  Joseph  A.  Wool- 
ley,  of  Hartford.  Conn. ;  Georgina  C,  w  ife  of  Isaac 
H.  Coe,  of  Hartford;  Isabella  J.,  wife  of  Stephen 
Raymond,  of  Rochester,  X.  Y. ;  and  F.  Willson, 
nientioned  below.  The  mother  of  these  died  in 
1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  The  parents 
v.-ere  both  members  of  the  3.1.  E.  Church,  and  for 
many  years  the  father  was  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  of  that  denomination  in  Flartford. 

F.  ^^'illson  Rogers,  who  is  now  the  onlv  male 
representative  of  the  old-time  hoitse  of  Rogers  Bros., 
received  his  education  at  the  common  and  higli 
schools  of  Hartford,  after  which  he  served  an  ap- 
•{..renticeship  to  the  trade  of  jeweler  with  Ira  H. 
Town,  at  ]NIontpc!ier,  \'t.,  at  the  end  of  four  years 
returnng  to  Hartfnrd.  Here  for  two  and  one-lialf 
years  he  was  in  the  emjiloy  of  C.  H.  Case,  jeweler, 
then  embarking  in  the  silverware  business,  being  sec- 
retary and  director  of  the  William  l^ogcrs  ^Manufac- 
turing  Co.  for  twelve  }-ears.    ^.Ir.  Rogers  then  en- 


tered the  insurance  business  as  solicitor,  working 
l  is  way  u\i  to  the  po>itiou  lU'  general  manager  of 
Lonneciicut,  for  the  Ma-isachu^etts  Miuual  Insur- 
ance Co.,  of  Sin  ingl'K  Id,  Mass.,  having  charge  oi  all 
agents  in  that  State. 

On  Dec.  31,  1879.  V.  Willson  Rogers  was  united 
i:i  n'larriage  with  Lizzie  E.  HatV.  who  was  Iiorn  in 
Xew  London,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Joel 
llatT,  a  well-known  hatter  of  Hartf  ird,  where  he  died 
in  i88(),  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  xears.  Mr.  Halt 
married  Elizabeth  .Marlile.  of  East  ll.'utford,  and 
they  had  two  children,  Lizzie  E.  (  Mr-.  I'.  W. 
Rogers)  :  and  Joel  P.,  also  a  resident  of  Hartford. 
The  mother  died  in  ]8So  at  the  age  i.n'  liftv-eighl 
years.    To  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Rogers  have  been  born 

j  four  children,  Erie,  Harold,  William  I.,  and  Grace  I. 

■  In  politics  Mr.  Rogers  is  a  Republican  ;  socially 
iie  is  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Xo.  4,  l\ 
A.  ]M.,  of  Hartford,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the 
of-fices,  being  now  past  master  ;  also  a  member  of  the 
r\fasonic  Club,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
car.tim,  having  been  secretar_\-  of  that  society  some 
fotir  and  one-half  vears.  At  one  time  he  -was  a  di- 
rector in  the  Rogers  [Manufacturing  Co.  The  fam- 
ily attend  the  services  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Taken 
all  in  all,  Mr.  Rogers  is  one  of  the  busiest  men  in 
Hartford,  and  one  of  tlie  most  highly  resi)ccted  cit- 
ii:cns  of  the  county,  a  worthy  son  of  a  worthy 
father. 

HON.  ELISHA  XILES  WELCH,  late  of  For- 
estville,  in  the  town  of  Bristol,  in  which  he  passed 
sixty  years  of  a  most  active,  useful  and  successful 
business  life,  was  one  of  the  foremost  manufactur- 
ers in  X'ew  England. 

iMr.  Welch  was  born  Feb.  7,  1809,  in  East  Hamp- 
ton Society  or  Parish,  of  the  town  of  Chatham, 
Conn.,  son  of  sturdy  Xew  England  people  who 
reared  a  number  of  children  to  become  useful  men 
and  women,  several  of  the  sons  becoming  eminent 
bttsiness  men,  whose  careers  reflected  great  credit 
to  the  name  they  bore.  One  of  these,  the  late  Hon. 
Harmanus  ^I.  \Velch.  was  one  of  X'ew  Haven's  fore- 
most citizens  and  business  men,  a  man  of  great 
force  of  character,  who  achieveil  honor  and  amassed 
over  a  million  dollars. 

During  our  subject's  bovhood  his  father's  fam- 
ily removed  to  Bristol,  where  the  father  became  en- 
gaged in  the  foundry  business,  and  with  him  young 
Elisha  worked  until  reaching  his  majority.  This 
happened  on  a  Sabbath,  and  the  following  ^Monday 
his  career  as  a  business  man  on  his  own  account 
began,  as  an  associate  with  his  father.  The  output 
of  the  foundry  was  chiefly  clock  weights,  and  not 
very  extensive  either,  the  business  being  hardly 
large  enough  to  entitle  it  to  the  term.  Their  facili- 
ties were  exceedinglv  limited.  The  blast  for  their 
cupola  was  produced  by  an  ordinary  blacksmith's 
bellows,  v.'orked  by  hand,  and  the  cupola  itself  is 
still  humorously  spoken  of  by  the  old  residents  of 
I  Bristol  as  a  "porridge  pot."    The  weights  were  sold 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


219 


to  clocl<inakcr>.  and  payiiionl  takoii  in  fmisliod 
flocks,  which  were  di>poM.'il  of  to  such  customers 
as  they  c<niK!  i'nuh  snnie  of  them  hein^-  carried  to 
I'hiladelphia  hv  tiie  junior  memher  of  tlie  tnni.  0\(\ 
iron  was  not  infrequently  taken  in  cxchans^e.  Such 
was  the  boginnin;^-  of  the  hoy,  Mlisha  X.  W  elch, 
seventy  years  a^o.  Starling;"  in  this  humble  way,  but 
imbued  with  a  laudable  ambition  lor  a  successful 
Inisiness  career,  the  younj;'  man  aj>|ilieii  himself,  and 
as  the  years  came  and  went  the  business  .grew,  other 
branches  beini;'  added  to  it,  until  he  was  on  the  hit^^h- 
way  to  success  and  fame,  reachint;'  that  goal  which 
so  man.y  strive  for  but  fall  short  of. 

As  the  yt^irs  spcei  on  changes  came,  the  father 
dropped  out  ami  others  came  in.  For  many  years,  as 
a  partner  in  the  foundry  and  machine  business,  our 
subject  had  associated  with  him  the  late  Harvey 
Gray,  and  as  a  firm  these  gentlemen  did  much  w  ork 
for  the  Bristol  Copper  Alining  Co.  ^Ir.  Welch 
\vithdrew  from  the  business  about  1836,  Mr.  Gray 
continuing  to  carry  it  on  until  he  was  burned  out, 
a  year  or  two  later.  As  a  result  of  the  panic  of 
1857  the  clock  business  of  J.  C.  lirown,  at  Forest- 
ville,  came  into  the  hands  of  ^Ir.  Welch,  who  had 
previously,  in  1S54,  bought  the  home  of  Elisha  Man- 
ross,  and  earlier  than  that  his  factory,  also.  He  now 
became  a  resident  of  that  village,  and  organized  the 
E.  X.  Welch  [Manufacturing  Co.,  of  wdiich  he  him- 
self was  made  president.  Under  his  leadership  the 
business  was  pushed  vigorously,  and  the  company 
went  on,  with  a  constantly  increasing  volume  of 
business,  without  any  material  changes  except  in 
connection  with  the  firm  of  \\'elch.  Spring  &  Co., 
until  1 88 1,  when  a  brick  factory  building  was  erected 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from  the  old 
Brown  shops,  40x110  feet,  and  two  stories  high, 
which  is  known  as  the  brick  "movement  shop." 
It  is  occupied  in  the  manufacture  of  the  finer  grades 
of  movements  wdiich  the  company  produces,  both 
marine  and  pendulum.  The  entire  plant  of  the 
company  n(jw  includes  five  separate  factories,  at  the 
village  of  Fores.tville.  This  company  has  liad  a  most 
successful  career,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  largest 
clock  concerns  in  the  country.  [Mr.  ^^'e!ch  remained 
its  president  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Welch  also  foundetl,  in  1850,  the  Bristol 
Brass  &  Clock  Co.,  which,  too,  has  been  a  great 
financial  success.  Of  this  company  he  became  presi- 
dent" in  1851,  and  so  remained  until  liis  death.  In 
1857  tlic  company  purchased  its  silver  department, 
succeeding  the  Holmes  &  Tuttle  ?slanufacturing 
Co.,  and  in  1868  its  lamp  department,  succeeding 
George  W.  Brown  &  Co.  The  branches  of  the 
company's  business  are :  A  rolling-mill  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  sheet  brass,  located  between  Bristol  & 
Forestville;  a  lamp  burner  factory  at  Forestviile ; 
and  a  sjxion  and  fork  factory  at  Bristol. 

^Ir.  Welch  was  also  the  ])rincipal  stockholder  in 
the  Bristol  Tslanufacturing  Co.,  which  was  one  of 
the  oldest  establishments  in  Bristol,  organized  in 
^'^37.  for  the  manufacture  of  satinet,     l^ater  the 


I  comjianv  was  reorganized,  and  its  attention  given 
to  making  knit  underwear,  in  which  it  has  ever 

i  since  been  successlullv  engaged.  (Jf  this  concern 
Mr.  Welch  was  president  at  the  lime  of  his  ileath. 
and  for  many  years  before,  l^esides  being  jiresident 
and  the  leading  spirit  in  these  three  large  institu- 
tions Mr.  Welcli  was  a  large  stockholder  in  manu- 
facturing establishments  in  Waterbury.  Xew 
Britain,  Plainville  and  other  places.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  five  st(X~kholders  of  the  First  X^alional 
r>ank  in  Xew  Haven,  of  which  his  brother.  Hon. 

'  H.  M.  Welch,  was  ]iresident,  each  of  the  five  stock- 

I  holders  putting  in  $50,000  at  the  organization  of  the 
bank.  Mr.  Welch  was  also  a  director  in  tlie  Bristol 
Xational  Bank,  and  in  the  Travelers  and  Xationa! 
Insurance  Cos.  of  Hartford.  He  held  stock  in  Mon- 
tana mines.  His  financial  success  was  very  great, 
his  estate  at  the  time  of  his  death  being  estimated 
at  three  millioiis  of  dollars. 

'\[r.  Welch  was  a  man  of  great  industry  and 
business  sagacitv.  His  was  a  steadfast  course.  He 
chose  his  life  work,  and  the  principles  that  were 
to  guide  it,  then  adhered  to  them  with  undeviating 
tenacity.  The  same  was  true  of  his  religious  life. 
While  vet  a  young  man  he  made  u])  his  mind  th.at 
he  must  live  in  relations  of  filial  obedience  toward 
God,  and  this  was  the  beginning  of  his  religious 
experience.  He  took  his  position  fairly,  openlv.  and 
before  men,  casting  his  lot  with  the  people  of  God. 

I  and  never  swerved  from  his  position.  It  was  this 
fixedness  of  purpose  in  a  chosen  course  that  as  much 
as  anvthing  contributed  to  his  great  success.  He 
had  almost  superhuman  energy,  with  which  he  mas- 
tered the  vast  details  of  an  extensive  business,  keep- 
ing all  w-ell  in  hand,  in  spite  of  disease  and  the  in- 
firmities of  age.  up  to  the  very  morning  of  the  day 

i  on  wdiich  he  died. 

The  heights  bv  srreat  men  won  and  kept 
I  Were  not  attained  by  sudden  flight; 

But  they  while  their  companinns  slept 
Were  toiling  upward  in  the  night. 

Steady  work  has  in  it  an  element  of  self-denial : 
that  sturdy  virtue  that  puts  aside  to  learn  that  it  may 
grasp  the  greater  goocl ;  that  says  Xo !  to  the  crav- 
j  ings  of  appetite  and  the  pleadings  of  ease  and  in- 
'  dulgence,  that  it  may  carry  out  the  higher  behests  of 
!  the  sold. 

i  Mr.  ^^'elch  reared  monuments  to  his  life  work 
I  in  and  about  the  town  of  his  adoption,  raised  the 
I  town  to  a  high  rank,  doubled  it  in  value  of  its  pro- 
I  ductive  industries  by  the  impetus  given  to  its  half- 
]  score  of  industries,  and  made  possible  the  score  of 
;  comfortable  homes  surrounding  them.  The  hand 
j  that  so  wrought  was  no  feeble  hand.  During  the 
i  sixty  years  of  his  active,  busy  and  useful  life  in 
'  Bristol  ^li.  Welch  made  his  forceful  character  fo'.t, 
and  left  his  impress  upon  the  community. 

Mr.  ^^'elch's  religious  affiliations  were  with  the 
I  Bajnist  Church  at  Bristol,  of  wdiich  church  he  was 
I  a  libera!  sup]3orter,  aiding  greatly  in  the  building  of 
i  the  new  church  edifice.    Politicallv  he  was  a  Demo- 
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crat,  aiui  lio  ti>ok  an  active  iiUcrosi  in  imlitical  and 
pnMic  atVairs.  I  lo  roi.irosontcd  tlic  low  n  in  llie 
l,i\i;islalurc  in  1S03.  anil  ai;ain  in  iSSi,  and  in  1SS3 
and  1S84  was  in  die  Senate  iron\  ilie  I'uurtli  Dis- 
trict. 

In  1829  Mr.  ^\'clcll  was  married  lo  Miss  Jane 
Bnlkley,  of  Bristol.  She  died  in  1873.  ''^"'■1  'i'-'  ^^'^is 
later  married  to  Mrs.  Sophia  V.  Knowles,  of  Canan- 
daigna,  N.  Y.  His  children  were:  Mrs.  Frederick 
Staidey,  of  Xew  Britain,  now  deceased ;  Drn.-illa, 
who  married  George  li.  IMitchell,  of  Bristol;  Helen 
M.,  who  married  Andrew  Atkins,  of  Bristol ;  and 
James  H.  \\'elch,  born  in  j8-jn,  who  sncceeded  his 
father  to  the  presidency  of  the  K.  X.  Welch  Mann- 
facturing  Co.,  and  has  since  stistained  such  rela- 
tions to  the  company,  and  is  also  president  of  the 
Bristol  Brass  &  Clock  Co.  Elisha  X.  Welch  died  at 
his  home  in  Forestville  in  August,  1S87. 

ANDREW  FULLER  ATKIXS,  whose  death 
occurred  iNIay  9,  1893,  at  his  Hartford  home,  was 
for  many  years  one  of  Bristol's  foremost  citizens  and 
business  men.  a  man,  too,  that  was  beloved  by  a  wide 
acquaintance,  and  whose  loss  seemed  an  irreparable 
one  to  the  commimity  in  which  he  had  been  so  uni- 
versally esteemed  and  respected. 

From  the  inscriptions  on  the  family  monument 
in  West  cemetery,  Bristol,  it  is  learned  that  Rev. 
Irenus  Atkins  was  born  Xov.  15.  1792,  and  died 
April  19,  1882  ;  and  that  Eunice  Beckwith,  his  wife, 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1791,  and  died  Feb.  25,  1877. 
These  were  the  parents  of  our  subject.  While  Rev. 
Mr.  Atkins  was  a  regularly  ordained  minister,  and 
served  as  the  regular  pastor  for  a  period  of  the 
Baptist  Church  in  Southington,  Conn.,  and  preached 
more  or  less  through  life,  he  was  a  business  man  and 
manufacturer  of  Bristol  for  many  years,  a  man,  too, 
of  considerable  force  of  character,  and  a  useful  citi- 
zen, and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  highly  respected 
members  of  society.  The  manufacturing  company 
of  which  Rev.  ]\Ir.  Atkins  was  a  member  kept  a  gen- 
eral store  in  Bristol,  and  he  was  in  charge  of  it. 

Andrew  F.  Atkins  was  born  Oct.  28,  1828,  in 
the  town  of  Bristol,  where,  and  at  Southington,  his 
boyhood  was  passed.  He  attended  the  common' 
schools  of  those  towns,  and  for  a  period  the  Coii- 
necticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Sutfield.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  went  into  the  store  with  his  father, 
in  Bristol,  and  soon  showed  a  fondness  for  business 
and  developed  an  abilitv  that  became  more  marked 
as  opportunities  enlarged.  From  the  very  start, 
such  was  his  engaging  manner  and  courtesy,  he  won 
the  esteem  and  friendship  of  all  with  whom  he  had 
to  deal.  In  185 1  ^Ir.  Atkins  left  the  business  of 
his  father  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Bristol  Brass  &  Clock  Co.,  an  office 
to  which  he  had  been  chosen  Dec.  27,  of  that  year, 
and  one  which  he  filled  with  marked  ability  and 
great  acceptance  nntil  his  death — a  period  of  forty 
and  more  years;  on  the  death  of  E.  X.  Welch.,  in 
1887,  he  succeeded  to  the  presidency,  and  continued 


therein  u|>  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Their  w.-rks- 
were,  perhaps,  the  niost  extensive  in  this  sectinn. 
The  brancjies  of  the  business  were  a  rolling  mill  fi.ir 
the  manufacture  of  sheet  brass,  located  betv.een 
Bristol  and  Forestville:  a  lamp  buiMier  factor)  at 
Forestville:  and  a  spoi.Mi  ami  fork  factor}-  at  Bri>tol. 
The  management  of  these  three  large  branches  of 
business  involved  no  small  amount  of  lalior  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Atkins.  The  concern  prospered  under 
his  administration.  Mr.  Atkins  on  the  death  of  E. 
X.  \\'elch  was  trustee  of  that  gentleman's  large  es- 
tate. Mr.  Atkins  possessed  excellent  abilitv  and 
sound  judgment,  and  his  foresight  and  enterprise 
were  often  displayed  in  his  l)us;ness  career.  Person- 
ally he  was  a  genial,  whole-souled  fellow,  a  man 
whom  everybody  liked  and  respected.  The  poorest 
shopliand  in  his  emi)loy  was  certain  that  he  h.ad  n 
friend  in  the  president  of  the  company,  who  had  the 
happy  facultv  of  putting  everybody  about  him  anrl 
the  works  at  ease.  He  was  a  man,  too,  of  decided 
views,  yet  tolerant  and  kindly  in  his  judgment  of 
others.  He  had  no  taste  for  public  life,  never  seeking- 
office  or  notorietv,or  distinction  of  any  kind.  He  was 
both  enterprising  and  public-spirited,  and  ever  mani- 
fested a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Bristol. 
"Brightwood,"  his  delightful  summer  home  in  Bris- 
tol, stands  as  a  monument  to  his  taste  and  pnljlic 
spirit.  He  also  had  a  residence  in  Flartford,  where 
he  made  his  winter  home. 

]Mr.  Atkin's  religious  affiliations  were  with  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Bristol,  of  which  h.e  had  been 
an  influential  member  since  1850.  He  was  a  true 
man,  manly  in  the  whole  tone  and  fibre  of  his 
character,  one  whose  iiitegritv,  honestv.  charitv  and 
patience  were  great.  He  was  manly  in  his  bearing, 
in  his  deportment,  and  in  the  sentiments  which  he 
cherished.  His  character  and  life  were  such  as  to- 
bear  the  closest  inspection. 

On  May  6,  1849,  Mr.  Atkins  was  married  to- 
Helen  ^I.  Welch,  daughter  of  the  late  Flon.  Elisha 
X^.  Welch,  of  Bristol,  who,  with  one  daughter,  sur- 
vives him. 

MAJOR  WILLIAM  J.  WOOD  (deceased)  in 
his  day  was  one  of  the  most  progressive  citizens  of 
Hartford,  of  which  city  he  was  a  resident  from 
1873  ""'^jl  his  death,  Oct.  25,  1885.  A  native  of 
X'ew  Jersey,  born  [March  28,  1836,  in  Rockaway, 
■Morris  county,  he  w^as  a  son  of  Freeman  and  ]Mary 
Burwell  f  Jackson)  Wood,  the  former  of  whom  was- 
a  prominent  iron  manufacturer  of  Rockaway. 

]Mr.  ^^'ood  received  a  preparatory  education  at 
Flushing,  Long  Island,  and  was  graduated  from 
Princeton  College  in  1856.  He  then  took  np  the 
study  of  law,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  June  0, 
1859,  and  practiced  in  X'ew  Jersey,  until  1862,  in 
which  year  he  served  in  the  State  Legislature.  In 
1863  ?vlr.  Wood  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  serving 
in  various  capacities  throughout  the  war,  with 
marked  ability,  both  on  Gen.  Gilmore's  staff  and 
as  disbursinnf  ofticer  at  Hilton  Head,  South  Caro- 
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lina.  He  was  subsctiuciitly  stationed  at  Hartford 
and  Boston  for  the  payment  of  disoliarged  New 
Hngland  volunteers.  At  the  close  of  the  struggle, 
in  1805,  he  entered  the  iron  business  in  Troy, 
X.  v..  in  connection  with  Corning.  W'inslow  & 
Co.,  and  two  years  later  was  appointerl  vice-presi- 
dent and  manager  of  the  Collins  Comjiany  at  Col- 
linsville,  Conn.  While  with  the  firm  in  Troy  he, 
in  company  with  AlexaTider  Holley  and  others,  was 
instrumental  in  introducing  the  r>essemer  steel  rails 
lor  railroad  use.  In  1S84,  on  the  death  of  E.  B. 
Watkinson,  Mr.  Wood  was  made  president  of  the 
Collins  Com])any.  and  continueil  in  that  position 
until  his  death.  Before  closing  his  business  record 
it  should  be  mentioned  here  that  at  one  time  he  was 
cashier  of  the  Iron  Bank  of  Rockaway,  X.  J.,  and 
in  1S59  served  as  clerk  of  that  town. 

In  1873  Mr.  Wood  moved  to  Hartford,  and 
passed  the  rest  of  his  life  there,  at  his  home  Xo. 
675  Asylum  avenue.  He  filled  many  offices  of 
trust  in  the  city,  among  them  being  those  of  presi- 
dent of  the  Connecticut  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Co. ; 
director  of  the  Xational  Exchange  P>ank :  of  the 
Connecticut  Fire  Insurance  Co. ;  of  the  American 
School  for  the  Deaf,  and  vice-  president  of  the  Hart- 
ford Library  Asociation.  In  addition  to  his  varied 
engagements  he  yet  found  time  to  aid  in  the  re- 
ligious and  social  development  of  the  community, 
was  a  member  of  Asylum  Hill  Congregational 
Church,  and  by  his  kindness  of  heart,  and  ofttimes 
opportune  advice,  exerted  a  great  influence  over  the 
young  men  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  His 
fidelity  to  all  the  trusts  imposed  upon  him,  together 
with  hard  work  and  indefatigable  zeal  in  everything 
he  undertook,  no  doubt  hastened  the  illness  which 
cut  otT  in  the  prime  of  life  a  man  of  sterling  prin- 
ciple, and  highly  respected  by  all.  In  politics  he  took 
great  interest,  and  was  a  close  friend  of  Gen.  Haw- 
ley.  In  art,  and  in  the  development  of  the  iron 
and  steel  industry,  he  was  deeply  interested,  and 
one  of  the  best  metallurgists  in  this  section,  often 
being  quoted  as  an  authority,  and  was  about  to 
publish  a  work  on  the  subject  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Wood  married  Frances  P.  Howe, 
Saughter  of  Edmund  G.  Howe,  for  many  years  a 
prominent  resident  of  Hartford,  and  at  one  time 
president  of  the  X'ational  Exchange  Bank.  Major 
A\  ood's  wife  and  one  daughter  survive  him. 

SYLVESTER  W^OODHOUSE  r  deceased), 
who  during  life  was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens 
of  Wcthersfield  and  a  prominent  business  man,  was 
born  on  the  old  \\'oodhouse  homestead  in  that  town, 
and  baptized  in  the  Congregational  Church  Maich 
23,  1794.  His  parents  were  Samuel  and  Abigail 
TGoodrich)  Woodhouse.  [Further  mention  of  the 
family  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  Samuel  Woodhouse, 
elsewhere.] 

In  his  native  town  Sylvester  Woodhouse  grew 
to  manhood,  and  in  early  life  aided  his  father  in  the 


operation  of  the  home  farm.    He  was  a  self-etlu- 
:  cated  man,  one  who  through   his  own   ettorts  ob- 
;  tainecl  a  gooil   practical   knowledge   of   men  and 
aftairs.    He  became  extensively  interested  in  the 
produce  business,  shipping  and  carrying  produce 
u>  Xew  York  and  oilier  markets,  and  in  tliat  mider- 
taking   was   eminently   successful.      luidowed  by 
nature  with  a  sound  judgment  and  an  accurate  dis- 
:  criminating  mind,  he  feared  not  that  laborious  atten- 
:  tion  to  the  details  of  business  so  necessary  to  achieve 
;  success,  and  this  essential  qualitv  was  e\er  gui<led 
by  a  sense  of  moral  right  which  would  t'llerate  the 
employment  only  of  those  means  that  would  bear 
■  the  most  rigid  c.xaminatiuu,  b}-  a  fairness  of  inten- 
;  tion  that  neither  sought  nor  required  disguise,  in 
,  daily  life  and  action  lie  was  ever  genial  and  attable, 
!  and  made  many  warm  friends.    Politically  he  was  a 
;  Whig.    Lie  died  in  Wethersfield,  Aug.  2/,  1838, 
;  and  there  his  remains  were  interred. 
!       On  Jan.  31,  1S19.  Air.  Woodhouse  was  united  in 
i  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Harris, who  was  born  Dtc. 
'  -5,  1797.  and  died  in  Wethersfield  in  Xovember,. 
;  1828.    Five  children  were  born  of  this  union:  (i) 
j  Charlotte  was  married,  Dec.  24,  1845,  to  ^^"inthrop 
Buck,  of  Wethersfield,  and  died  Jan.  15,  1896.  (2) 
Sarah  Harris  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Wethers- 
field. (3)  Celia  AI.  married  (first)  a  Air.  Watson^ 
and  (second)  a  Mr.  English.  (4)  Delia  resides  with 
her  sister  on  the  old  homestead.  (5)  Jane  is  the  wife 
of  Z.  B.  Brockway,  of  Elmira,  Xew  York. 

The  Harris  family  was  founded  in  Wethersfield 
'  by  Thomas  Flarris,  who.  it  is  believed,  sailed  from 
:  Xew  London,  Conn.,  with  his  brother,  John,  and 
k.nded  at  Middletown,  where  they  traded  their  boat 
tor  land  in  \\'ether5field.    They  located  on  what  is 
now  known  as  Harris  Hill.    Thomas  was  married 
j  L^ec.  28,  1729.  to  Ann  Xott,  who  was  born  Julv  29, 
I  1699,  a  daughter  of  John  and   Patience  (Aliller) 
I  Xott.    Their   sen,  Thomas    Harris,  was   born  in 
i  Wethersfield  Alay  7,  1742,  and  there  engaged  irr 
farming  throughout  his  active  business  life.  He 
died  Dec.  27,  1774,  and  was  buried  in  W'ethersfield 
cemetery.    On  July  26,  1770,  he  married  Abigail 
I  Robbins,  who  was  born  April  29,  1749,  a  daughter 
i  cf  Joshua  and  Mary  (Welles)  Robbins.    She  was 
'  again  married,  Alarch  25,  1778,  her  second  husband 
j  being  Dr.  Josiah  Hart,  who  was  graduated  from 
1  \  ale  College  in  1762,  and  was  a  surgeon  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.    She  died  Aug.  8,  1796,  and  the 
Doctor  afterward  removed  to  Alarietta,  Ohio,  where 
I  he  died  in  August,  1812.    Thomas  Harris,  a  son  of 
j  Thomas  and  Abigail  (Robbins")  Harris,  was  born 
i  Feb.  8,  1 77 1,  and  throughottt  life  engaged  in  agri- 
i  cultural  pursuits  upon  the  home  farm,  where  he 
;  died  Feb.  2,  1829.    He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
i  citizens  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  and  was- 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.    On  Feb. 
8,  1797,  he  was  married  in  Wethersfield  to  Sarah 
Crane,  a  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Alary  (Dix) 
I  Crane.    She  was  born  Mav  7,  1772,  and  died  Feb.  7, 
'  1829,  her  remains  being  interred  with  her  husband"s- 
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in  the  Old  cemetery  of  \^'elhcr^fiel(l.  Their  daugii- 
ter  Sarah,  horn  Dee.  _>;.  ijuj.  was  married  Ian.  21, 
iSu;.  to  Sylvester  \\\hkUk use,  our  suhjeet,  as  al- 
ready related. 

RL'J-"L"S  rIsIXTi    Mleeeased)    was  for   many  ' 
vtars  a  leading-  agrieuiluri>l  cf  W  e.-t  Suttield,  Hart- 
ford county,  and  hy  his  high  character  and  upright  j 
life  won  tlie  lasting  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 

yir.  Rising  was  horn  Sept.  11,  1797,  iri  that  lo- 
cality, and  belonged  to  one  of  the  honured  pioneer 
families  of  the  town,  being  a  lineal  descendant  of 
James  Rising,  a  nntive  of  I-'-ndnn.  England,  born  1 
about  1OJ7,  who  came  to  America  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  locating  in  1635  in  Massachusetts.  In 
1O4O  this  worthy  pioneer  was  enrolled  as  a  student  j 
in  Harvard  College,  and  after  his  marriage,  in  1657, 
to  Elizabeth  Hinsdale,  of  Medfield,  ]Mass.,a  daughter 
of  Robert  Hinsdale,  he  made  a  trip  to  the  Bermuda 
Islands.  After  a  brief  stay  he  returned  to  [Massa- 
chusetts and  settled  at  Salem,  in  1668  coming  to 
Windsor,  this  county,  and  in  167c)  making  his  per- 
manent home  upon  a  farm  in  Suftield,  where  he  died 
in  idSS.  His  tirst  wife  died  in  W  indsor  in  1669, 
and  in  1673  he  married  ^Martha  Bartlett,  a  widow, 
who  died  in  1674.  He  had  two  sons,  John  and 
James,  the  latter  dying  unmarried. 

John  Rising  resided  upon  a  farm  on  High  street, 
Suffield,  was  a  prominent  citizen  in  his  da}',  and  died 
Dec.  II,  1720.  By  his  two  marriages  he  became  the 
lather  of  eighteen  children,  his  descendants  being 
now  numerous  in  Suffield. 

Samuel  Rising,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  West  Suffield.  and  became  a  prosperous 
farmer  there.  As  a  citizen  he  was  highlv  respected, 
and  for  many  years  he  and  his  estimable  wife,  Sarah 
King,  were  active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Zion's  Hill,  their  remains  being  now  at  rest  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining  that  church.  They  had  eight 
children:  King,  Aretus.  Rufus.  Lester,  Henry,  Em- 
aline  (who  married  David  Phelonj,  Alvin  and 
David. 

Our  subject  received  a  district-school  education 
in  his  youth,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life,  much  of 
liis  time  in  boyhood  being  spent  at  the  home  of 
Jonathan  Pomeroy.  of  Suffield.  As  a  voung  man 
lie  took  charge  of  his  father's  old  homestead,  a  fine 
farm  of  ninety  acres,  which  he  operated  until  his 
death.  Tie  was  successftil  in  his  management,  being 
industrious  and  thrifty,  and  acquired  a  comfortable 
competence.  While  he  at  no  time  sought  political 
prominence,  he  took  an  intelligent  interest  in  the 
questions  of  the  time,  first  as  a  \\'hig  and  later  as  a 
Republican.  In  religious  l)elief  he  was  broad- 
minded  and  liberal,  and  in  his  daily  life  he  showed 
moderation  and  self-control,  being  strictly  temper- 
ate from  boyhood.  His  death  occurred  April  6. 
1876.  at  the  homestead,  and  was  regarded  as  a  loss 
throughout  the  community.  He  married  ]\Iiss  Se- 
liicia  Phelon.  daughter  of  Isaac  Phelon.  and  she  sur- 
vived him  but  a  few  years,  dying  in  1884,  both 


being  biuied  in  West  Suffield.  Mrs.  Rising  was  a 
devout  member  of  the  llajuist  CIuucli.  and  the  mem- 
ory of  her  useful  life  and  Christian  mlluence  will 
long  be  cherished.  Their  only  child,  Miss  Lucia 
M.  Ri>ing.  .siill  resides  at  the  homestead,  and  lier 
culture  and  retiut  ineiit  make  her  a  favorite  in  a 
Select  social  circle.  Her  kindliness  of  heart  is  man- 
ifested in  her  wide,  though  unostentatious,  char- 
ities, her  abundant  means  enabling  her  to  follow 
her  generous  impulses  when  a  case  of  need  comes 
to  her  notice. 

XOAH  PUMEROV  (deceased)  was  born  in 
Somers,  Conn.,  Dec.  20,  1819,  and  died  in  San 
Erancisco,  Cal.,  June  9,  1S96,  but  "To  live  in  hearts 
we  leave  behind  is  not  to  die,"  and  such  a  man  was 
Xoah  Pomeroy,  whose  well-spent  life  and  manly 
character  of  themselves  erected  to  his  memory  a 
monument  of  love  jK^rpetual. 

yir.  Pomeroy  descended  from  a  line  of  ances- 
try equal  in  every  respect  to  that  of  any  family  in 
Xew'  England,  and  was  of  the  sixth  generation  from 
Eltweed  Pomeroy,  who  came  from  England  to 
America  in  1630,  under  the  auspices  of  Gov.  Win- 
throp,  and  landed  at  Xantticket,  ]Mass.,  in  [March, 
but  soon  removed  to  Dorchester,  where  he  at  once 
took  part  in  public  aft'airs.  On  Oct.  22,  1633,  when 
the  town  government  was  established,  he  was  se- 
lected chairman  of  the  board.  In  1638,  with  his 
family  and  many  others  from  England,  Eltweed 
Pomeroy  removed  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  he 
owned  two  houses — one  on  the  Palisade  and  one  on 
the  Sandbank  road. 

Joseph  Pomeroy,  born  1652,  the  twelfth  child  of 
Eltweed,  and  great-great-grandfather  of  X'oah,  our 
subject,  was  one  of  the  eight  original  owners  of 
Colchester,  Conn.,  under  grant  from  the  Crown. 
He  was  a  farmer,  contractor  and  builder,  and  a. 
inan  of  affairs  generally.  He  married  Hannah 
Lyman,  daughter  of  Richard  Lyman,  of  X'orthamp- 
ton,  Massachusetts. 

Xoah  Pomeroy,  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  the  twelfth  child  born  to  Joseph,  had  his  first 
residence  in  Coventry,  Conn.,  and  moved  to  Somers 
in  1752,  when  he  was  fifty-two  years  old.  He  was 
a  fanner,  and  owned  much  land  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town,  most  of  which  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  the  Pomeroy  family.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Sterling,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  the  remains  of  both 
lie  interred  in  the  old  Center  (or  X'orth)  cemetery 
at  Somers. 

John  Pomeroy.  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  farmer  in  Somers. 

Hiram  Pomeroy,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
a  farmer  of  Somers.  a  distiller,  and  a  manufacturer 
of  barrels,  and  did  a  very  large  business,  as  is 
shown  by  his  voluminous  account  books.  He  owned 
the  first  pleasure  carriage  in  Somers.  and  was  re- 
garded as  a  man  of  substance  and  of  excellent 
judgment,  but  of  few  words. 

Xoah  Pomeroy,    the  subject    proper    of  this 
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memoir,  was  iho  twoluli  in  a  family  of  tliirlocn 
cliildrcn — seven  soii^  and  six  ihui'^ntcrs — (lwcIvc 
of  whom  reached  years  oi  maiurity.  ile  located  in 
Bristol,  Conn.,  early  in  ti'.e  'forties,  and  lor  a  while 
worked  for  his  l)n.ither,  Lhannee_\-  l'onieri.)y,  in 
Forostville.  and  aiieiward  in  diu'erent  sliops  in 
Bristol.  In  184^)  he  pnrchased  the  L  hauncey  Ives 
propertv,  in  Bristol,  commeneeil  l)n>iness  for  him- 
self, and  continued  therein  vnuil  Nov.  20,  187S, 
when  he  sokl  out  to  id.  C.  Thompson,  and  in  1889 
disposetl  of  all  his  Bri.-.iol  pro[)erty  to  the  same 
gentleman.  He  had  already  purchasetl  a  residence 
in  the  cil\-  of  Ilaitford.  in  18O5,  and  made  his  home 
there  that  year.  In  1844  he  married  Jane  i'arker, 
who  survives  him,  and  they  had  a  happy  married 
life  of  fifty-two  years. 

Levi  I'arker,  Mrs.  Pomeroy's  father,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  town  of  \\  olcott.  New  Haven  county, 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  county  and  Hartford, 
being  a  merchant  by  occupation.  He  died  about 
1836,  at  the  age  of  about  forty  years.  ]Mr.  Parker 
married  Miss  Polly  Peck,  a  native  of  the  town  of 
Burlington,  Hartford  county,  and  she  survived  him 
many  years,  dying  in  1894,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  in  Hartford,  aged  ninety  years.  They 
had  but  two  children:  Jane  (Mrs.  Pomeroy),  and 
George  H.  The  father  was  a  Freemason.  George 
H.  Parker  became  a  manufacturer,  and  for  a  few 
years  was  a  partner  of  Noah  Pomeroy  in  the  manu- 
facture of  clocks  in  Bristol.  But  after  a  few  years 
he  retired,  and  later  moved  to  California,  where  he 
died  in  1894,  a  man  of  wealth.  His  death  was  the 
result  of  an  injury. 

Mr.  Pomeroy's  home  was  his  refuge  and  his 
haven  of  rest.  He  did  not  care  to  leave  it  for 
public  duties  or  for  the  applause  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, but  was  well  informed  on  all  public  affairs, 
and  performed  the  duties  of  citizenship  with  the 
conscientious  feeling  which  pervaded  all  his  actions. 
His  name  was  a  synonym  of  honesty,  well  known  to 
all  men  with  whom  he  had  dealings.  He  regarded 
his  word  as  sacred  as  his  bond,  and,  with  the  same 
exaction  that  he  demanded  that  wdiich  was  his,  he 
freely  accorded  what  belonged  to  others.  His  kind- 
ness toward  his  employes  was  most  marked,  and  the 
tributes  of  those  who  were  associated  with  him 
as  fellow  laborers  and  employes  through  many  years 
are  freely  given.  He  valued  his  good  name  and 
that  of  his  wife,  and,  rather  to  defend  this  than  to 
obtain  financial  results  from  a  lawsuit  into  which  he 
was  cruelly  drawn,  he  conscientiously  crossed  the 
continent  to  remove  the  wicked  aspersions  thrown 
against  him. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  was  a  generous  giver,  which  fact 
was  known  only  to  those  who  were  the  recipients 
of  his  many  favors,  excepting  through  other  sources 
than  himself.  His  name  never  headed  subscri])- 
tion  lists,  nor  was  it  quoted  among  those  who  were 
public  givers.  In  his  giving  it  could  be  well  saia 
that  "his  right  hand  knew  not  what  his  left  hand 


did."    Xo  imi)i.'Ciniions  and  worthy  relative  who- 
needed  his  aid,  or  raithtul  employe,  or  meriting  ser- 
vant, or  des(M-ving  friend,  or  sut'fering  unfortunate 
one,  appealed  to  him  in  \ain,  ami  many  were  his 
'  benefactions  to  tliose  of  which  the  world  at  larL;'e 
knew  not.    His  domestic  life  was  the  highe>l  type 
of  marital  relation.    After  a  half  centur\'  ut  asso- 
ciation with  his  faithful  wife  his  interest  in  her 
;  health  and  happiness  was  most  manfest  on  every  oc- 
'  casion,  and  the  little  courtesies  of  life,  so  frequently 
overlooked  in  the  advanced  years  of  manhood,  were 
as  ever  present  in  him  as  m  the  lover.    His  luve 
was  fully  reciprocated  by  his   devoted  helpmate, 
j  whose  nuiiistratiLiiis  to  his  cc>mfort  knew  no  lagging, 
'  and   her  watchfulness    of    his    health,  enfeebled 
through  many  years,  ceased  only  when  human  liands 
I  could  do  no  more.    He  bore  his  ill  health  uncum- 
I  plainingly,  and  died  as  he  lived,  a  quiet  and  peace- 
ful man,  and  his  life  drifted  out  as  the  candle  sinks 
\  dimly  and  slowly  in  the  socket. 

A  strange  Providence  took  Mr.  Pomeroy  far 
from  home,  to  die  amid  strangers,  and  even  among 
them,  during  his  brief  sickness,  his  gentle  and  un- 
complaining ways  attracted  friends  to  him.  His 
remains,  borne  back  across  the  continent  to  the  home 
of  his  boyhood,  manhood  and  old  age,  were  placed 
at  rest  in  the  beautiful  city  of  the  dead  at  Plartford^ 
covered  with  tiowers  of  affection,  contributed  bv 
kind  friends  and  neighbors  and  those  who  knew 
I  him  best,  and  in  a  quiet  and  simple  manner,  con- 
1  genial  to  his  tastes. 

In  politics  Noah  Pomeroy  was  a  strong  Repub- 
lican, and  much  interested  in  the  success  of  his  party. 
Educational  matters  absorbed  much  of  his  atten- 
tion, particularly  the  educating  of  the  colored  people 
of  the  South.      He  was  an  unusually  thoughtful 
man,  and,  like  his  father,  a  "man  of  excellent  judg- 
i  ment  and  few  words."    It  was  a  favorite  saying 
I  with  him  that  one  would  never  be  sorry  "for  what 
j  he  had  not  said,"  and  he  measured  the  full  force 
I  and  effect  of  his  every  utterance.    He  w-as  a  great 
j  lover  of  books,  especially  biographical  and  histor- 
I  ical  works,  and  an  admirer  of  the  artistic,  which  he 
was  capable  of  appreciating  in  all  things.  Thus 
\  lived  and  died  a  devoted  husband  and  exemplary 
i  citizen,  and  a  man  who  made  the  world  better  for 
I  having  lived  in  it. 

i  Since  her  husband's  death  ^Irs.  Pomeroy  has 
j  continued  to  make  her  home  in  Hartford.  She  is  a 
;  woman  remarkably  well  preserved,  both  mentally 
j  and  physically,  and  manages  all  her  own  business 
!  affairs  with  a  skill  and  shrewdness  not  excelled  bv 
I  a  man.  She  is  generous,  hospitable  and  sociable, 
j  and  enjoys  the  highest  esteem  of  her  many  friends. 

HON.  LEWIS  G.  ENO,  Representative  from 
the  Simsbury  District  in  the  Connecticut  General 
Assembly  of  1899,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  most 
j  prominent  families  of  the  town,  was  born  March 
I  23,  185 1,  and  is  a  son  of  Chancey  E.  and  Harriet 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


(Goodwin')  Kiio,  of  whom  a  liiogfrapliy  is  £ri\'>-'"n  elso- 
wIkti.-.  Maiornally  lie  iracfs  liis  tlcscoiU  dircot  Ironi 
(Jzia>  ( "u'l'ihviii,  one  oi  the  first  sotllcrs  of  llarlford, 
Conn.,  liio  lino  bcin^  as  follows: 

Ozias  Goodwin  was  bi'in  in  England  in  1596, 
and  married  ^ia^y  W  oodward.  W  illiam,  son  of 
Oiias.  was  also  born  in  luiyland.  ihc  date  being 
lO-'i;.  Nathaniel,  s^m  of  W  illiam,  eame  to  America 
with  his  ])arenls  in  the  >hi])  "Snsanna;"  l:e 
marred  Mehitable  I'orier  Stephen,  son  of  Xa- 
thaniel.  was  born  in  1701,  and  married  Jnne 
2j,  17-7,  Sarah  Gillett.  Joseph,  son  of  Ste- 
])hen.  w  as  born  D(.e.  -S.  I7.V'-  nnd  married  Ro^anna 
Gillett.  James,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  Jan.  25, 
1777.  and  married  Candace  Ihrd,  who  was  born  in 
i?imsburv,  Conn.  Jnne  26,  1783,  and  was  a  dangh- 
ter  of  Dr.  Jonathan  and  Amy  (^Hnmpiirey)  Bird, 
tlie  former  of  whom  was  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army ;  James  Goodwin  was  a  farmer  in  the 
town  of  Simsbury,  and  in  1S19  served  in  the  State 
Legislature;  he  died  Oct.  17,  182S.  his  widow  on 
i\Iay  16.  1S64.  Tlie  children  of  James  and  Candace 
Goodwin  were  as  follows:  Candace  Fannv,  born 
Feb.  22,  1803,  died  March  i.  1804;  Fanny  Rosaima, 
born  June  25,  1804,  married  a  ^Iv.  Kingsbury,  a 
I'resbyterian  minister,  who  was  stationed  at  Dan- 
ville, 111.,  for  a  number  of  years ;  Edward  Bird,  born 
■Oct.  2,  iSii,  married  Flora  Case;  Helen  ^lay,  born 
July  6,  1S15,  died  unmarried  Aug.  13,  1842;  Har- 
riet, our  subject's  mother,  was  born  Feb.  19,  1821  ; 
and  Sarah  C,  born  Feb.  14,  1824,  married  Oct.  29, 
J 845,  Salmon  Chester  Eno. 

Lewis  G.  Eno  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
cf  his  native  town  and  of  Winchester,  also  at  Wil- 
braham  Academy  and  at  the  Connecticut  Literary 
Institute,  at  Sufueld.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  his  father's  farm,  attending  school  in  the  winter 
seasons,  and  working  hard  in  the  summer  time. 
He  has  resided  in  Simsbury  all  his  life.  Fiis  mar- 
riage took  place  in  June,  1879,  ^  ^liss  Anna  Brad- 
ley, a  daughter  of  Justin  and  Caroline  (Humphrey) 
Bradley,  and  three  children  have  been  born  to  theiu, 
the  eldest  of  whom,  Amiette,  died  wdien  five  years 
.old,  and  Caroline  and  Flarriet  are  still  under  the 
parental  roof.  His  wife  and  daughters  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  ]\Irs.  Eno  be- 
longing to  the  Home  and  Foreign  ^^lissionary  So- 
cieties. 

For  a  number  of  years  prior  to  1898  IMr.  Eno 
had  charge  of  the  estate  and  country  home  of  the 
late  millionaire,  Amos  R.  Eno,  at  Simsbury,  and 
.since  that  date  has  been  superintendent  of  the  farm- 
ing interests  attached  to  the  estate  of  that  gentleman, 
proving  a  painstaking  and  competent  steward. 

In  politics  Mr.  Eno  has  ever  been  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  he  has  worked  hard  for  the  triumph 
of  his  party  at  the  polls.  The  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  was  made  manifest  in  the  remarkable  vote 
by  which  he  was  elected,  without  solicitation  on  his 
part,  to  the  State  Legislature,  in  which  body  he  is 


a  inciubcr  of  the  committee  on  Roads,  Rivers  and 
Briclgcs.  He  is  uno^tentalious,  but  an  agreeable 
companion,  and  has  hosts  of  friends  all  over  the 

COUIUV. 

i 

i  JAMES  CORIWX  JACKSOX,  M.  D.,  whose 
I  death  ocurred  in  1S82,  had  been  for  many  years  a 

conspicuous  character  in  the  profession  at  Hartford. 

He  for  a  longer  period,  and,  perhaps,  with  greater 
i  zeal,  had  devoted  himself  to  the  renovation  of  the 

State  -Medical  Society  than  any  of  his  contempora- 
,  nts. 

Dr.  Jack^qn  was  liorn  Aug.  22,  iSiS.  at  Cornish, 
X.  H.,  son  of  Elizuer  and  Lois  i^Corbin)  Jackson. 
An  acquaintance  in  "Men  and  Events"  thus  referred 
to  his  life : 

'  "He  was  a  most  enjoyable  man,  always  in  good 
I  spirits,  with  an  undercurrent  of  humor,  quaintness 
j  and  brusqueness  of  speech  which  at  once  attracted 
j  the  attention  of  his  listeners.  Whoever  came  in 
'  contact  with  him  was  put  at  ease  by  his  cordial  man- 
I  ncr  and  his  readiness  to  engage  in  conversation  upon 
i  any  subject,  either  of  special  or  general  interest. 
Apparently  he  was  never  in  a  hurry,  always  ready 
to  stop  on  the  street  to  talk  with  a  friend,  often  at 
the  expense  of  punctuality,  the  risk  of  a  late  dinner, 
and  work  to  be  continued  well  into  the  night.  Dr. 
Jackson  came  to  this  city  soon  after  the  formation 
of  our  society,  and  after  the  fees  had  been  raised 
from  seveiUy-five  cents  to  a  dollar  a  visit.  This 
act,  although  just  on  account  of  the  increased  ex- 
pense of. .living,  was  unpopular,  and  many  endeav- 
ored to  prevent  newcomers  from  joining  the  soci- 
ety and  adopting  its  fees.  But  he,  in  accordance 
with  his  usual  good  sense  and  judgment,  cast  his 
lot  with  his  fellows,  who  were  endeavoring  to  ele- 
j  vate  the  standard  of  the  profession.  We  ahvays 
expected  to  see  him  at  our  society  gatherings,  and 
he  often  took  part  in  its  literary  exercises,  and  W'"as 
among  the  foremost  in  promoting  its  social  side. 
As  a  speaker,  he  was  deliberate,  his  methods  were 
logical,  and  his  conclusions  forcible.  In  him  we 
had  a  good  representative  to  the  State  Society.  He 
was  treasurer  from  1863  to  1876.  having  taken  the 
position  when  the  accoimts  were  in  a  most  disorderly 
state  and  the  publications  w"ere  of  very  little  value. 
The  desirability  of  the  continuance  of  the  society 
was  by  some  a  question.  Dr.  Jackson  recognized  the 
condition  of  affairs,  and  entered  upon  the  task  of 
improving  this  state  of  things  with  all  the  earn- 
estness he  possessed.  He  insisted  upon  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes  ;  labored  to  obtain  more  papers  to  be 
read  at  the  annual  meetings ;  he  inspired  new  in- 
terest among  its  members,  and  by  his  efforts  brought 
a  balance  to  the  treasury,  and  helped  to  make  the 
publications  worthy  of  the  society.  The  most  im- 
portant paper  which  he  published  had  for  its  sub- 
ject, 'Logic  Applied  to  IMedical  Science.'  It  was 
prepared  with  great  care,  was  full  of  thought  and 
sugge'tions.    Fie  urged  that  the  reasoning  faculties 
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sh.  iilci  bo  used  in  all  the  Jepartnionts  of  medicine, 
and  that  sutlieieiU  data  .should  be  obtained  before 
the  -Irawint;-  of  conclusions. 

'■l>i-.  Jackson  luul  a  ver\  large  practice,  and  at 
one  tijne  did  more  obstetrical  work  than  any  other 
phvsician  in  the  city,  ll  has  been  said  that  his 
active  interest  in  pjlitics  (.lurin;;-  the  war  caused  dis- 
satisfaction among  some  of  his  p.uienij,  wliich  led 
them  to  leave  him.  ]Kn\ever  tliat  may  be,  he  al- 
wav  retained  a  good  practice.  I'leasant  in  his 
manners  and  intelligent  in  his  work,  he  received  the 
pair<.)nage  of  the  public  which  he  merited.  His 
medicd'associates  always  found  him  ready  to  lend 
a  hand,  and  give  good  advice  after  a  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  the  facts,  lie  was  one  of  the  early  and 
earnest  workers  in  the  Hartford  Hospital.  He 
was  shrewd  in  detecting  those  who  entered  its  walls 
at  public  e.xpense  without  sulticienf  reason,  as  many 
did  after  the  war  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  home. 
It  is  related  of  Irim  that  while  making  the  rounds  of 
the  wards  one  day  he  found  a  man  w  ho  often  came 
in  for  the  snnplest  ailment,  and  would  stay  as  long 
as  possible.  This  time  his  trouble  was  a  cold  in 
the  head.  The  Doctor  tb.ought  he  had  little  reason 
lor  being  there,  and  said  to  the  interne,  T  would  put 
an  all  consummate  big  blister  on  his  stomach.'  Upon 
making  his  visits  upon  a  subsequent  day  he  noticed 
the  man,  and  asked  him  how  he  was  getting  along. 
"All  right,'  said  the  man,  'but  this  is  the  first  time 
that  I  ever  heard  of  blistering  the  Delly  for  a  cold 
in  the  head.' 

"Dr.  Jackson  was  a  pul)lic-spirited  i^ian,  and 
many  important  trusts  were  confided  to  him,  in 
w-hich  he  served  wdth  fidelity  and  to  the  great  satis- 
faction of  all  interested.  He  was  not  a  mere  offizc 
holder,  but  gave  his  time  and  best  efforts  to  every 
position  which  he  accepted.  He  was  useful  all  his 
life,  steadily  and  constantly  occupied,  trusted,  re- 
spected and  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens." 

On  Dec.  18,  187S,  Dr.  Jackson  wedded  Helen 
Lyman,  daughter  of  Sylvester  S.  and  Lucinda  (Gay- 
lord  j  Lyman,  of  Hartford.   He  died  Feb.  7,  1882. 

EDWARD  O.  ELMER,  M.  D.,  a  successful 
physician  of  Hartford,  was  born  July  2,  1867,  in 
West  Hartford,  and  is  a  member  of  an  old  and 
highly  esteemed  fam.ily  of  that  locality. 

Oliver  S.  Elmer,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1800,  in  West  Hartford,  and  followed 
farming  for  many  years,  his  death  occurring  there 
in  1SS3.  He  married  IMary  Ann  Welles,  of  West 
IL^rtford,  Connecticut. 

Hiram  Welles  Elmer,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
burn  in  West  Hartford  in  1835,  and  after  receiving 
a  Common-school  education  engaged  in  farming, 
which  he  has  continued  in  connection  with  other 
interests.  For  twenty-six  years  he  was  employed 
ill  the  freight  department  of  the  Xew  York  &  New 
England  railroad;  for  five  years  by  the  Xew  York, 
Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad;  and  at  present  is 
with  th.e  Hartford  Rubber  Works  Co.    His  patriot- 


1  ism  was  shown  h\  three  years  of  service  in  the  Civil 
.  war,  and  lie  is  a  leading  member  of  Robert  O.  Tyler 
-  Lost,  Xo.  O,  G.  .\.  R.,  of  Hartford.    In  .\pril, 
1858,  he  was  married  in  West  Hartford  to  Miss 
Cyiuhia  Elizabeth  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Elam  Tutlle, 
and  their  home  is  at  Xo.  61  Francis  avenue,  Hart- 
ford.   They  have  had  ten  children:    Herbert  but- 
]  tie,  now  employed  in  the  Xew  York  &  Xew  Haven 
1  freight  office;  George  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
^  fourteen  years ;  Edward  Oliver  and  Ella  Mary, 
twins,  the  latter  of  whom  married  Charles  W.  Elli- 
son, of  Bridgeport,  Conn.;  Joseph  O.,  a  contractor 
with  Landers,  Frary  &  Clark,  of  Xew  Britain ;  Will- 
iam Henry,  \vho  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years; 
Alfred  G.,  now  employed  by  the  liartford  Rubber 
Works  Co. ;  Jennie  G.,  a  kindergarten  teacher  in 
Hartford ;  Emma  B.,  at  present  studying  music  in 
Xew  York  City ;  and  Walter  F.,  with  the  Lion  Fire 
'  Insurance  Co. 

I       Dr.  Edward  O.  Elmer  received  a  common-school 
i  education  in  Hartford,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  old 
South  school.    When  fifteen  years  old  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Stoughton,  a  druggist  of  Parksville. 
'  with  whom  he  remained  nine  vears,  and  during  that 
!  time  he  began  the  study  of  medicine.    In  1894  he 
was  graduated  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
■  Surgeons,  in  Baltimore,  i\Id.,  and  for  four  months 
j  he  w^as  in  practice  in  Bridgeport,  with  an  oftice  on 
East  Main  street,  but  he  now  resides  in  Hartford, 
at  X'o.  805  Park  street,  and  has  a  large  general 
practice  in  Parkville  and  Elmwood.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  City,  County  and  State  ^Medical  Societies, 
and  of  the  American  ^Medical  Association,  and  is 
\  also  identified  with  the  X.  E.  O.  P.  and  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers.    Dr.  Elmer  was  married  in  Hartford  to 
3>Iiss  Carrie  Louise  Rowley,  daughter  of  William 
Rowley,  a  well-known  resident  of  that  city. 

;  JOHX  F.  DOWLIXG,  ^I.  D.  This  well-known 
I  physician  and  surgeon  of  Hartford  was  born  July 
i  8,  1857,  in  Meriden,  X'ew  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  son  of 
j  Peter  Dowling. 

I  The  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  and  Dennis  Dow- 
ling, our  subject's  grandfather,  was  a  native  of 
Maryborough,  Queens  County,  Ireland,  but  spent 
the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  America.  By 

I  occupation  he  was  a  farmer,  and  he  passed  away 
in  ^Middletown,  Conn.,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years. 

Peter  Dowling,  father  of  Dr.  Dowding,  was  also 
:  born  in  Queens  County,  Ireland,  in  1830.  He  came 
j  to  America,  in  1847,  '^'''d  located  at  Meriden,  Conn., 
I  being  one  of  the  first  Irish  residents  of  that  place. 

He  has  been  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life,  and 
I  is  much  respected  among  the  people  of  the  town, 
j  He  is  one  of  tlie  oldest  members  of  St.  Rose's 
Church,  at  Meriden.    He  was  married,  at  Walling- 
ford.  Conn.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  ?^Ioran,  a  native  of 
Westmeath,  Ireland,  v,ho  died  [March   17,  1886. 
'  Thev  had  two  ch.ildren:   John  Francis  and  Eliza- 
beth M. 
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Dr.  jolni  1".  Dowliiig  spent  liis  (.'arly  hovhitjd 
(.lavs  on  iIk'  homo  farm  in  Mcridcn,  Lonn.,  while 
aiuiuling  the  puhiK-  .sohooU  and  .Mciulcn  .\cailLniy. 
Ho  loaiautl  tlio  sll\■c^^nmh's  liado,  and  was  oni- 
ployed  by  iho  \\  i!oli.\  Silver  I'lale  Ld.  .several  years, 
Init  in  went  to  Cliieago,  111.,  where  he  studied 

Latin  and  ehemi^try.  In  1880  he  went  to  Hart- 
lord  and  began  the  study  of  niedieino  with  Dr. 
J.  J.  Morrissey,  at  -\o.  31.)^  j  (."Iiurch  street,  and  a 
year  later  he  entered  the  L  niversity  of  the  City  eif 
Xew  York,  lie  graduated  from  Long  Island  Col- 
lege Hosi)ital  on  Mareh  13,  i8yO,  and  in  April, 
1890,  he  began  praeliee  in  riiO!iipson\ ilU',  Conn., 
meeting  with  success  from  the  start.  He  was  the 
first  health  ot'licer  of  the  town  of  Hntield,  under 
the  law  requiring  that  such  officers  be  physicians, 
and  his  interest  in  local  progress  was  show  n  b\-  serv- 
ice as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  that  town. 
On  Dec.  I,  1895,  he  sold  his  practice  to  Dr.  Rear- 
don  and  removed  to  Hartford,  buying  the  house 
of  Dr.  Morrissey.  Dr.  Dowling  is  a  member  of  the 
City,  County  and  State  ]\Iedical  Societies,  and  one 
of  the  stafif  of  St.  Francis'  Hospital,  and  fraternally 
is  connected  with  the  Foresters,  Knights  of  Co- 
lumbus, and  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians. 

On  April  14,  1896,  the  Doctor  was  married,  at 
Ilazardville,  Conn.,  to  Miss  ]\Iargaret  J.  Leary,  a 
graduate  of  the  Xormal  School  at  Xew  Britain,  and 
formerly  principal  of  the  grammar  school  in  Thomp- 
sonville.  Thev  have  one  son,  Leo  Jerome,  born 
Feb.  18,  1898.' 

JOHN  BERXARD  BOUCHER,  M.  D.,  one  of 
Hartford's  successful  physicians,  was  born  July  18, 
1864,  in  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  son  of  John  >>L 
Boucher. 

The  family  is  of  French  origin,  but  John  }*L 
Boucher  was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland.  He 
came  to  xA.merica  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  farming  and  tobacco- 
growing  in  East  W  indsor.  In  1857  he  was  married 
in  Windsor  Locks  to  ]\Iiss  ^Nlary  Halloran,  a  native 
of  County  Cork,  Ireland,  who  died  in  1889.  Of 
their  eight  children,  (  i )  Ellen  married  the  late  John 
Smyth,  of  Enfield,  Conn.,  and  had  seven  children, 
six  now  living,  Thomas,  Henry,  George,  Francis, 
Charles,  Richard,  and  Raymond  (deceased).  (2) 
Miss  Joanna  L.  resides  in  East  Windsor.  (3) 
Thomas  Francis,  who  was  formerly  employed  in  the 
State  Arsenal  at  Hartford,  died  in  April,  1897.  (4) 
John  Bernard  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (  5 ) 
Richard  P.,  who  graduated  from  the  Baltimore 
Medical  College  in  1896,  is  now  practicing  in 
Providence,  R.  L  (6)  W'illiam  Edward  received  the 
degree  of  D.  D.  S.  from  the  Baltimore  College  of 
Dental  Surgery,  and  is  practicing  in  Hartford.  (7) 
James  Joseph  is  studying  medicine  in  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore.  (8  )  Fran- 
cis is  the  station  agent  at  ^lelrosc,  Connecticut. 

John  B.  Boucher  first  attended  school  in  East 
W'indsor,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  entered  the 


high  scheiol  in  EntieUl,  Conn.,  where  he  comi)Ieted 
!  the  course  under  i'rof.  Cooiey.    Having  learned  te- 
j  legraph}',  he  lock  a  pt^isitioii  as  oi)erat..)r  and  station 
j  agent  at  h.asL  W  iiulsor,  remaining  three  years,  and 
i  spent  the  next  luur  vears  in  simihir  wvrk  at  Mel- 
j  rose.  Conn.    He  then  went  to  Plainville,  Coim.,  and 
j  spent  three  months  as  ticket  agent  and  operator, 
I  and  six  months  as  agent,  after  which  he  was  ein- 
j  ployed  by  the  Consolitlated  railroad,  as  a  clerk  in  the 
j  treight  dej)artment  of  the  terminal  station  in  Xew 
'  \  ork  Lity.    His  altilities  w  on  him  sjieedy  promo- 
tion, and  atter  seven  months  he  became  second 
clerk  in  the  oi'lice.    In  September,  1890,  he  entered 
the  College  of  i'hysicians  and  Surgeons  in  Balti- 
more, where  he  completed  the  full  graded  course  in 
April,  1894,  in  a  class  of  106,  receiving  the  second 
gold  medal  for  highest  standing  in  medical  studies 
throughout  the  fiair  years.    During  the  last  year 
he  was  assistant  in  the  City  Hospital,  and  after  his 
graduation  he  served  three  months  as  resident  phy- 
sician in  the  same  hospital.    On  June  i,  1894,  Dr. 
Boucher  located  in  Hartford,  where  he  has  built  up 
a  large  general  practice,  and  his  work  as  a  surgeon 
has  won  him  a  high  reputation.    In  the  summer  of 
1899  he  visited  Europe,  and  did  post-graduate  work 
in  Berlin,  \  ienna,  and  Berne,  Switzerland.    He  is 
a  surgeon  on  the  staff  of  St.  Francis  Hospital, 
Hartford,  and  an  active  member  of  the  City,  County 
and  State  Medical  Societies,  and  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.    In  June,  1898,  he  attended 
the  meeting  of  the  latter  society  in  Denver,  as  a 
delegate.    Socially  he  is  identified  with  Xutmeg 
Tent,  X'o.  15,  K.  O.  T.  3.1.    Dr.  Boucher  has  re- 
cently purchased  the  residence  of  ex-^Iayor  Will- 
iam Waldo  Hyde,  on  Charter  Oak  avenue,  Hart- 
ford, which  he  has  had  remodeled  into  a  beautiful 
home.    It  is  adjacent  to  the  Charter  Oak  Tree 
Monument. 

On  June  20,  1900,  the  Doctor  married  Miss  Marie 
Louise  Kennedy,  of  X'ew  Haven,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  the  late  John  J.  Kennedy,  ex-president  of  the- 
Branford  Lock  Works. 

WATSOX  GIDDIXGS,  the  well-known  car- 
riage manufacturer  of  Bristol,  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  East  Hartland,  liartford  county,  Conn.,  April 
4,  1830,  of  remote  Scottish  ancestry,  and  of  Xew 
England  descent  since  1635. 

The  name  of  Giddings,  according  to  some  au- 
thors, is  derived  frtjni  Gideon,  the  Hebrew  for 
''^'brave  soldier ;"  from  Gideon,  also,  came  Giddy.. 
Giddies,  Gibbon,  and  Geddes.  There  are  several 
places  in  Scotland  named  after  this  family,  as,  for 
instance,  Geddeston,  Geddes  Hill,  Geddeswell,  etc. 
The  Geddes  family,  of  Rachan,  in  Peebleshire,  have 
possessed  their  estate  for  1.300  years,  and  the  manor 
of  Geddings,  which  lies  within  the  two  parishes 
of  Broxbourne  and  Great  .\mwell,  doubtless  de- 
rived its  name  from  Edmund  Geddings,  wdio  in 
1334  was  granted  th.c  right  of  Free  Warren.  There 
are,  in  America,  but  few  families  of  the  name  that 
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do  not  trace  their  line  to  George  and  Jane  Giiltling:^,  | 
(.icseendanis  of  the  Scotch  family  named  above,  and  j 
wlio  came  to  tIii.-«  country  in  1035.  That  George  | 
Ciiddings  was  a  uian  of  means  and  position  is  evi-  i 
tlenced  l)v  tlie  fact  that  he  hi\.nght  servants  witl;  1 
him.  'idle  record  of  the  family  in  America  wili  iliere-  j 
fore  run  as  follows  :  | 

(I)  George  and  jane  ( Tuttle )  Gidding.s.  aged 
ro>iX"Ctivelv  twenty-live  and  twent\-  years,  came 
ironi  J'-ngland  in  »ind  settled  in  the  town  of 
Jvswich,  alxmt  tweniy-tive  miles  from  lioston, 
.Mass.,  with  their  three  servants.  There  came  with 
thcni  a  companion.  Sir  llenrv  \'ane.  the  fourth 
j^overnor  of  Massachusetts,  who  in  i()'j2  suffered 
martyrdom  for  his  zeal  in  the  cause  of  religion. 
George  Giddings  was  born  in  160S,  and  died  June 
I,  1676.  the  father  of  eig-ht  children:  Thomas,  born 
in  163S,  first  married  Mary  I'.oodhue :  his  second 
wife  was  named  Elizabeth.  John,  born  in  1639,  is 
nicritioned  below.  James,  born  in  1641,  married 
Elizalx-th  Andrews.  Samuel,  born  in  1645,  first  mar- 
ried Hannah  Martin  :  his  second  wife  was  named 
Elizabeth.  Joseph  Collins  married  Susannah  Rindge. 
Sarah.    Mary  married  Samuel  Pearce.  George. 

(II)  John  Giddings,  who  was  born  in  1639, 
had  a  commonage  granted  him  in  1667;  was  a 
commoner  in  1678;  a  lieutenant  of  militia;  and 
was  also  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  16S3, 
1684  and  1685.  On  Feb.  20,  1690,  his  estate  was 
inventoried  at  £269  15s.  lod.;  his  death  took  place 
?^Iarch  3.  1691,  and  the  estate  was  partitioned  [March 
29,  1692.  After  his  death  his  widow,  Sarah,  mar- 
ried Henry  Herrick,  of  Beverly,  and  she  died  in 
Gloucester.  To  the  marriage  of  John  and  Sarah 
Giddings  w  ere  Ixjrn  ten  children :  George,  born  in 
1664,  (first)  married  ^larv  Skamp  and  (second) 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Perkins:  Elizabeth  was  first  mar- 
ried, Dec.  16,  1G85,  to  Mark  Haskell,  and  later  to 
John  Dennison,  of  Ipswich:  Jane  married  Xov. 
26,  1691,  Joseph  Haradine  (she  had  no  children)  : 
S«rah.  lx)rn  in  1672,  married  John  Haraden,  who 
died  Xov.  11.  1724.  the  father  of  several  children; 
John  was  born  in  1665  :  Job,  born  in  1677.  married 
Sarah  Andrews,  became  the  father  of  three  chil- 
dren, and  died  Feb.  27,  1708;  Solomon.  l)orn  in 
1679,  married  Margery  Goodhue:  Joshua,  born  in 
1681,  married  Abigail,  was  the  father  of  five  chil- 
dren (three  of  whom  died  young),  and  was  prol)- 
ablv  lost  at  sea  in  1716;  Thomas,  born  in  1683,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Butler;  Mary,  born  in  1686,  was  mar- 
ried to  Benjamin  York. 

(III)  Thomas  Giddings,  born  in  Ipswich,  [Mass., 
in  1683,  removed  to  Gloucester  in.  17 10,  and  pur- 
chased of  Benjamin  Lufkin  a  house  which  he  sold 
May  22,  1 72 1.  About  1722  he  came  to  Connecticut 
and  settled  in  Lyme,  near  Beaver  Brook,  Xew  Lon- 
don county,  purchased  land,  and  continued  so  to  do 
for  several  vears  consecutively.  In  1708  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Butler,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five 
children;  Job  married  Sarah  Rathbone ;  Joseph., 
born  in  1714,  (first)  married  Eunice  Andrus  and 


(  second)  Elizabeth  Hungerford ;  John  married 
Susannah  Tozor ;  Joshua,  born  in  1711),  married  Jane 
Reed  :  and  Th  omas,  born  in  1723,  married  Mary 
Coidt. 

Jo^Iiua  fuddings  was  born  in  1719  and 
died  l-'eb.  4,  1807.  lie  remo\od  probab]\'  fr'xn  Lyme 
to  liartland.  Conn.,  aboin  1723.  The  last  deed 
recorded  in  I,yme  is  lo  Ensign  Jasper,  and  is  dated 
in  1775.  the  consideration  being  £1,500.  The  fol- 
lowing record  in  Lyme  was  made  Jime  5,  1746: 
"Joshua  Giddings'  ear  mark-  for  all  sorts  of  creatures 
is  a  swallow-tail  in  the  left,  or  a  cross  on  the  right 
ear,  with  a  half-pennv  on  each  side  of  the  same." 
It  is  said  that  he  went  to  liartland  when  (juite  a 
young'  man,  built  a  log  house  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  town,  and  for  a  while  slept  on  a  bed  of 
leaves.  The  foundation  and  chimney  of  the  cabin 
are  vet  standing,  and  a  large  tree  grows  from  the 
cellar.  The  records  also  show  that  he  held  office 
year  after  year,  and  that  he  was  admitteil  to  the 
Congregational  Church  Feb.  5,  1769.  To  his  mar- 
riage with  Jane  Reed,  wdiose  death  took  place  April 
II,  1S03,  when  slie  was  aged  seventy-nine  years, 
were  born  the  following  children:  Elisha  married 
April  22,  1776,  Susannah  Perkins,  who  died  Feb. 
7.  1777,  aged  twenty-four  years,  he  dying  the  same 
year  at  the  age  of  thirty-one;  Benjamin,  who  was 
born  in  1753,  married  .A.ffiah  Holcomb  :  John,  born 
Xov.  9,  1754,  married  Achsa  Palmer;  Joshua,  born 
in  1756,  (first)  married  Submit  Jones  an^l  (second) 
Elizabeth  Pease;  Sarah  was  married  Feb.  18,  1784. 
to  Angus  rvIcLoud,  and  had  one  son,  Angus,  who 
married  August  31,  1809,  Clarissa  Beeman,  of  Hart- 
land,  and  became  the  father  of  six  children  ;  Deb- 
orah was  married  Oct.  27,  176S,  to  Jedediah  Bush- 
nell,  of  liartland;  Jane  died  March  11,  1777,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years:  Xiles.  born  in  1760,  married 
Xaomi  Hale;  Chloe  was  married  Sept.  26,  1789, 
to  Moses  Brockway,  of  Hartland ;  Ruth  was  married 
Xov.  18,  1770.  to  Jonathan  Couch,  of  Simsbury, 
and  in  October,  1775.  was  a  widow  with  three  chil- 
dren. 

(  y )  Benjamin  Giddings,  who  was  born  at  Lyme 
in  1753.  died  in  1830  in  Hartland,  Conn.,  whither  he 
was  brought  in  infancy  by  his  father.  He  married 
Afiiah  Holcomb,  who  died  in  1830,  at  the  age  of 
sevent_\--seven  years,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
ten  children:  Almon  married  Lottie  ?diller,  and 
settled  in  3ilichigan  ;  Salmon,  born  }>farcii  2,  1782, 
married  Alniira  Collins:  Zeriuah,  born  in  1784.  was 
married  Aug.  31,  1807,  to  Jonathan  Tuttle.  of  Bark- 
hamsted.  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn,  (in  iSio  they  re- 
moved to  fjhio  and  purchased  100  acres  of  land 
in  AX'illiamsfield,  and  there  she  passed  away  May  3, 
1871.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  twenty- 
one  vears,  countv  commissioner  twelve  years,  and 
re-prescntative  in  the  Legislature  one  year,  and  died 
in  June,  18(4)  :  Julia,  born  in  1791,  was  married  to 
llzva  Mack:  Lorrain  married  Desdemona  Cowdr\' ; 
Harriet,  born  in  1795.  married  W'illian.i  H.  Tisdale, 
and  died  Dec.  10,  1831.,  leaving  one  si.;n  ;  Benjamin, 
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born  Jan.  u.  iSoi,  inanicil  Anmrct  i'uslincll:  Attic 
\va>  marrioil  .May  ;,o.  iSjo.  lu  Dr.  Josiah  ilanning, 
and   ilicd    Soin.  j8.  a 'wl  tliirty-tuur  years 

(the  l)octor  ai'iorwarJ  married  lulith  L'owdrv,  and 
<lied  in  1848)  ;  Lowly  was  the  next  child;  and  Har- 
liet.  the  youni^e.st.  nuirried  a  .Mr.  Ti^dale.  L'.enjaniin 
Giddings,  the  father  ui  liie  ah  n  e  named  faniil\-,  was 
always  a  busy  man  in  the  alVairs  of  his  town,  and 
was  also  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, suffering-  extremeh-  in  the  severe  winter  of 
1780-81.  In  June,  1781,  he  was  apiwinted  a  "com- 
mittee to  hire  all  the  soldiers  for  the  army  and  bring 
on  t'le  men  thai  ei'".nted  for  the  towii  of  llartland, 
and  had  not  joined." 

Benjamin  Giddings  was  born  in  ITartland, 
Conn.,  Jan.  12,  iSoi,  was  a  prominent  merchant, 
and  for  manv  years  was  postmaster ;  he  was  also  a 
representative  in  tiie  State  Legislature,  a  selectman, 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  commissioner  of  the  su- 
perior court  of  Hartford  county  until  age  disquali- 
fied him.  He  married  .-\moret  Bushnell,  who  was 
born  beb.  8,  1804.  and  was  a  daughter  of  Rev-.  Asa 
Bushnell,  of  Hartland.  Benjamin  Giddings  died 
Feb.  20,  1S74,  and  his  widow  passed  away  Oct. 
26,  1881.  Their  children  were  nine  in  number: 
Philo  B.,  born  Jan.  25,  1823,  died  in  Montrose,  Va., 
Dec.  6,  1857:  Fidelia  H.,  born  May  19,  1824,  mar- 
ried Henry  J.  Gates,  of  Hartland,  in  Xovember, 
1842:  Milo  J.,  born  April  2,  1S2S,  w^as  married  July 
4,  1849,  to  Eugenia  P.  Miller,  and  resided  in  Avoca, 
Iowa,  later  going  to  !McPhcrson,  Kans.,  where  he 
died  in  'Slay.  1900:  Watson,  the  ne.xt  in  order  of 
birth,  is  the  suoject  of  this  sketch;  Almira,  born 
Nov.  30,  1 83 1,  was  married  Sept.  27,  1858,  to  Hoyt 
'M.  Hayes,  of  Flampsted ;  ]Mary  E.,  born  Oct.  5, 
1833,  was  married  to  Xelson  D.  Sanford,  of  Hart- 
land, Feb.  8.  1S55,  and  died  in  Xew  Haven  April 
10,  1871  ;  Eliza  A.,  born  April  14.  1836,  was  married 
to  Cyrus  Cook,  of  Lexington,  Ohio,  July  3.  i860, 
and  died  Sept.  8,  1S77,  in  Albion,  Iowa;  Almena 
A.,  born  April  14.  1838,  married  Ralph  LI.  Park, 
and  was  accidentally  killed  Xov.  13,  1891  (she  is 
mentioned  below)  ;  and  Salmon  B.,  born  July  14, 
1S47,  married  Aurelia  IM.  Emmons. 

(\'II)  Watson  Giddings,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  and  the  seventh  of  the  American  gen- 
erations, was  born  .\pril  4,  1830.  He  attended  the 
common  schools  of  East  Llartland  till  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  after  relinquishing  his  studies 
worked  five  vears  for  his  brother-in-law,  Henry  J. 
Gates,  in  East  Hartland,  although  his  own  father 
was  in  good  circumstances.  He  then  opened  a  black- 
smith shop  in  Barkhamsted,  Conn.,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  ten  years,  and  then  sold  to  Henry  Perry, 
went  to  Xew  Hartford,  and  worked  one  year  for  R. 
H.  Wheeler,  later  forming  a  partnership  with  this 
gentleman  under  the  firm  style  of  \\'heeler  &  Gid- 
dings. A  year  subsequently  he  lx)ught  Mr.  Wheel- 
er's interest,  and  carried  on  the  business  alone  about 
two  years :  he  then  disposed  of  the  plant  to  Henry 
M.  Gates,  and  bought  the  Walter  Stickney  shop, 


\  in  W  insted,  which  he  lan  about  eighteen  months 
!  and  then  sold  to  the  W insted  Carriage  Co.,  with 
i  which  he  invested  all  his  capital,    .\liout  six  months 
i  later  this  company  failed,  financially  ruining  .Mr. 
I  liiddings,  who  then  went  to  Lewis,  Iowa,  where 
;  he  worketl  at  his  trade  lor  T.  J.  .\.llcn  for  a  vear 
j  and  a  half,  at  the  end  of  that  time  returning  to  Con- 
j  necticut  and  purchasing  William  .Monk"s  ihop,  in 
I  Terryville,  which  he  conducted   three   years  and 
I  then  sold  to  a  Mr.  Steele.    In  1874  Mr!  Giddings 
I  located  in  Bristol,  and  opened  a  small  shop  on  the 
j  corner  of  Xorth  Sld'm  and  Center  streets,  which  he 
has  since  coivverted  into  the  most  comr.i.,Hli, lus  and 
best  equipped  carriage  factory  in  the  town,  and  lie 
employs  from  five  to  fifteen  men,  according  to  his 
volume  of  business.    In  June,  18S6,  he  admitted,  as 
a  partner  in  the  concern,  his  son  Frederick  Watson, 
the  firm  style  being  Watson  Giddings  &  Son.  Thev 
carry  on  general  blacksnnthing  and  carriage  mak- 
ing, and  are  still  located  on  the  original  corner. 
Watson  Giddings  (first)  married,  Jan.  6,  1853, 
1  Miss  Adeliza  Case,  who  was  born  Oct.  4.  1833, 
i  was  a  daughter  of  Owen  Case,  of  Barkhamsted. 
j  She  died  July  21,  1S91,  the  mother  of  the  following 
!  children :  Alice  Eliza,  born  July  8,  1S54,  married 
E.  B.  Dunbar,  of  Bristol ;  Hilary  Addie,  born  April 
6,  1856,  was  married  May  31,  1877,  to  Samuel  D. 
X'ewell,  of  Bristol,  and  to  this  union  has  been 
born  four  children,  of  whom  onlv  one,  Alice  ]\Iae, 
I  survives.    Frederick  Watson  is  mentioned  below. 
Charles  Samuel,  born  -Vug.  4,  1S62,  died  Dec.  19, 
1882.   Twins  died  in  infancy.   The  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  Giddings  took  place  Sept.  12,  1892,  when 
Emma  S.  Loomis,  who  was  born  Oct.  4,  1843,  a 
daughter  of  .\mo5  Loomis,  of  Xorwich,  Conn.,  be- 
came  his  bride. 

In  politics  Watson  Giddings  was  a  Republican 
until  the  formation  of  the  Prohibition  party,  when 
he  united  therewith,  and  has  ever  since  been  an 
active  worker  in  its  ranks.  In  1861  he  was  elected 
bv  the  Republicans  a  member  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture from  Barkhamsted,  served  one  term,  and  also 
served  one  term  on  the  board  of  selectmen  of  the 
same  town.  For  one  year,  shortly  after  coming  to 
Bristol,  he  served  on  the  school  committee  of  Dis- 
trict Xo.  I,  and  in  1896  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  board  of  burgesses  of  Bristol,  now  serving  his 
second  term :  he  has  also  been  chairman  of  the 
sewer  committee  of  the  town  ever  since  his  election 
as  burgess.  He  is  president  of  the  West  Cemetery 
.Association,  is  a  trustee  of  the  Prospect  3.1.  E. 
Church,  and  in  1S78  was  made  a  member  of  Frank- 
lin Lodge,  Xo.  56,  F.  &  .-\..  M.,  of  which  he  has 
been  treasurer  since  joining,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Mrs. 
Emma  S.  Giddings  is  likewise  a  meml)cr  of  Pros- 
pect M.  E.  Church,  and  a  member  of  the  Ladies 
.Aid  Society,  of  which  she  has  been  president. 

Frederick  Watson  Giddings,  son  and  business 
partner  of  Watson  Giddings,  was  born  March  28, 
i860,  attended  the  common  schools  of  Bristol  until 
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sixteen  years  old,  then  learned  blacksinithin;;-  anil 
carriage  making:  under  his  father,  and  now  attends 
to  the  tlnanees  of  the  eoneern.  On  June  5,  1S90. 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cora  M.  Hart, 
who  was  born  Doe.  25,  iSCxj.  a  daughter  of  Ilarvilla 
T.  Hart,  of  Bristol,  and  to  this  marriage  have  been 
born  two  children,  Watson  Hart.  June  _>4.  1893; 
and  Susie,  Tulv  19,  1S97.  Mr.  Giddings  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Stephen  Terry  Lodge,  Xo.  59.  1.  O.  O.  F., 
and  t>f  the  Trosjicet  M.  E.  Church,  and  in  politics 
is  a  Republican. 

Mrs.  Almena  A.  (Giddings)  Park,  sister  of  our 
subjeot,  was  a  writer  of  some  note;  her  noiii  dc 
plume  was  "Allie  Wellington." -  Her  poems  have 
been  published  in  book  form,  under  the  title  of  "My 
Welcome  Beyond,  and  other  Poems."  and  the  poem 
named,  which  her  brother  considers  the  best  of  the 
collection,  is  herewith  given : 

MY  WELCOME  BEYOND. 

W  ho  will  greet  me  first  in  Heaven, 

When  that  tiiissful  reahn  I  t^ain; 
When  the  hands  have  ceased  from  toiling, 

And  the  heart  has  ceased  from  pain; 
When  the  last  farewell  is  spoken. 

Severed  the  last  tender  tie. 
And  I  know  how  sweet,  how  solemn, 

And  how  blest  it  is  to  die? 

As  my  barque  glides  o'er  the  waters 

Of  that  cold  and  silent  stream, 
I  shall  see  the  domes  of  temples 

In  the  distance  brightly  gleam; 
Temples  of  that  beauteous  city 

From  all  blight  and  sorrow  free; 
"Who  adown  its  golden  portal 

First  will  haste  to  welcome  me? 

Ah,  \s-hose  eyes  will  watch  my  coming 

From  that  other,  fairer  shore? 
"Whose  the  voice  I  first  shall  listen 

That  shall  teach  me  heavenly  lore? 
When  my  feet  shall  press  the  mystic 

Borders  of  that  better  land, 
"Whose  face  greet  my  wondering  vision? 

Whose  shall  clasp  the  spirit  hand? 

Who  shall  greet  me  first  in  Hea\  en? 

Oft  the  earnest  thought  will  rise. 
Musing  on  the  unknown  glories 

Of  that  home  beyond  the  skies; 
Who  will  be  my  spirit's  mentor? 

Will  it  be  some  seraph  bright?  '  ■ 

Or  an  angel  from  the  countless 

Myriads  of  that  home  of  light? 

No,  not  these — for  they  have  never 

Gladdened  here  my  mortal  view; 
But  the  dear  ones  gone  fjefore  us,  ' 

They — the  loved,  the  tried,  the  true; 
They  who  walked  with  us  life's  pathway. 

To  its  joys  and  griefs  were  given; 
They  who  loved  us  bt^t  in  F.arthland, 

Be  the  Jirift  to  greet  in  Heaven  I 

ARTEMAS  ELIJAH  HART,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  The  Society  for  Savings,  Hartford, 
IS  of  the  ninth  generation  in  descent  from 

(1)  Stephen  Hart,  who  was  bom  about  1605,  in 
Braintree,  County  of  Essex,  England,  and  came  to 
^lassachusetts  Bay  about  the  year  1632.  Deacon 


'  Hart  and  his  first  wit'c  were  consistent  members 
j  of  the  chinch  in  Earmington.  Conn.,  in  1652.  He 
'  had  been  a  deacon  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker's  church 
j  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and,  when  his  pastor  formed 
j  a  colony  at  ILartford,  Conn.,  he  became  a  leai-ling 
j  member  of  the  new  comnnmity,  holding  the  ot^ce 
j  of  deacon  in  the  church,  and  taking  an  active  i>art 
I  in  the  progressive  movements  of  his  day.    In  1O72 
1  he  was  one  of  the  eighty-four  proprietors  of  tlie 
I  t'nvn  of  I'armington,  in  which  he  was  prominent, 
both  socially  and  politically.    In  1635  he  was  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  Hartford.    His  house 
lot  was  on  the  west  side  of  what  is   now  Front 
I  street,  near  where  Morgan  street  crosses  it.  and 
there  is  a  tradition  that  the  town  was  called  from 
the  ford  he  discovered  and  used  in   crossing  the 
Connecticut  river  at  low  water,  and  so,  from  "Hart's 
ford,"  it  soon  came  to  be  called  and  written  "Hart- 
ford."   He  died  in  March,  1682. 

(II)  Thomas  Hart,  youngest  of  the  children  of 
Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  w-as  born  in  1644.  He  mar- 
ried Ruth,  daughter  of  Anthony  Hawkins,  of  Earm- 
ington. She  was  born  Oct.  24,  1649,  Windsor, 
Conn.  Thomas  Hart  was  a  captain  in  the  militia, 
1695;  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  1690  to  1706; 
speaker,  1700  to  1706;  justice,  1698  to  1706.  John 
Hooker  and  he  were  the  two  prominent  men  of  the 
town. 

(III)  Deacon  Thomas  Hart,  second  son  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Hart,  was  born  in  April,  1680,  at 
Earmington,  Conn.,  and  Dec.  17,  1702,  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Thompson,  of  Farming- 
ton.  He  removed  to  Kensington,  Conn.,  and  be- 
came the  most  prominent  man  in  that  society.  Flis 
first  wife  died  in  October,  1763,  and  Jan.  11,  1764, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  he  married  ^Irs.  Eliza- 
beth Morton,  widow  of  Isaac  Morton,  of  Berlin, 
Conn.  He  died  Jan.  29,  1773,  aged  ninety- three 
years. 

(IV)  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  of  New  Britain, 
Conn.,  third  son  of  Deacon  Thomas  Hart,  was  bom 
June  18,  171 1,  at  Kensington,  Conn.,  and  became  a 
lifelong  farmer.  On  Dec.  26,  1734,  he  married  Abi- 
gail Goodrich,  who  was  born-  Dec.  14,  1714,  a 
daughter  of  Allen  Goodrich.  He  located  in  Xew 
Britain,  and  fie  and  his  wife  became  constituent 
members  of  the  First  Church  organized  there,  April 
^9>  ^758-  He  died  Aug.  3,  1772;  his  widow  passed 
away  in  Simsbury,  Conn.,  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Eno,  Jan.  21,  1809,  in  her  ninety-fifth 
year. 

(\')  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  son  of  the  above,  and 
great-great-grandfather  of  Artemas  Elijah  Hart, 
was  born  Sept.  26,  1735,  in  Kensington,  Conn. 
With  his  parents  he  became  a  constituent  m.ember 
of  the  church  in  New  Britain,  1758,  and  led  the 
singing  therein.  He  was  of  strictly  Puritanical 
habits,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  j^ossessor  of 
considerable  property.  On  May  11,  1757,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Gilbert.  He  died 
Dec.  10,  1800,  his  wife  on  Sept.  22,  1809. 
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Deacon  I'llijah  Hart,  son  of  the  above, 
aiul  great-graiultailier  of  Arteinas  Elijali  Uart, 
was  born  .\lay  7,  175U,  at  Xew  Britain,  Conn,  lie 
was  a  large  farmer,  and  an  extensive  nianufaetiirer 
of  cornnieal  for  llie  W  est  Indies  trade.  On  Marcli 
l8,  1771^,  lie  enli>ted  in  tlie  Kevuluiionary  army 
for  three  years,  and  was  present  at  tlie  sm-render 
of  Bnrgoyne.    lie  married  Dec.  1780,  Anna 

Andrews,  who  was  born  Sept.  O,  ijoo,  a  daughter 
of  Hezekiali  Andrews.  Deacon  Hart  died  from  the 
effect  of  a  bee"s  sting,  Aug.  4,  1S27,  his  widow 
passing  away  Dec.  2.  1835. 

(\  ll  )  Jesse  Hart,  son  of  tiie  above,  and  grand- 
father of  Artenuis  E.  Hart,  was  born  ni  Xew  lirit- 
ain,  Conn.,  April  20,  1789,  and  became  a  respected 
citizen  of  that  town.  For  many  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  business  there  as  a  blacksmith,  having 
learned  the  trade  under  Orrin  Lee,  in  Hartford.  On 
April  5,  1810,  he  married  Lucina  Cowdry,  who  was 
born  Sept.  17,  1788,  a  daughter  of  Asa  Cowdry,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  they  had  two  children:  Arte- 
mas  Ensign,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  and  Lucina, 
born  Dec.  3,  iSji,  who  married  John  H.  Goodwin, 
and  died  in  Paris,  France,  in  the  spring  of  18S5. 
Jesse  Hart  died  in  Xew  Britain  Feb.  21,  1825. 

(VHI)  Artemas  Ensign  Hart,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  Feb.  11,  1812,  in  Xew  Britain, 
Conn.,  and  was  reared  at  the  old  homestead,  which 
occupied  the  site  of  the  present  "Hotel  Russwin." 
He  budt  a  home  in  Xew  Britain,  on  Washington 
street,  which  was  used  as  the  Episcopal  parsonage. 
He  was  a  man  of  retiring  and  unpretentious  nature, 
and  a  devout  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
his  excellent  qualities  of  character  making  him  a 
valued  citizen.  By  occupation  he  was  a  jeweler, 
and  after  carrying  on  that  trade  for  some 
years  at  X'ew  Britain  he  removed  to  Hartford,  and 
later  to  West  Hartford,  where  he  died  in  1S84,  his 
remains  being  taken  to  X'ew  Britain  for  interment. 
On  Aug.  24,  1836,  he  married  Ann  Elizabeth  Clark, 
Who  was  born  Dec.  7,  1S16,  a  daughter  of  Abel  and 
Catherine  (Eckerstj  Clark,  of  Litchfield,  Conn., 
well-known  residents  of  that  section.  Children  as 
follows  were  born  to  Artemas  E.  and  Ann  E.  Hart : 
Virginia  \'eeder,  now  ^Irs.  Charles  J.  Smith,  of 
Hartford;  Charles  R.  (deceased),  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere;  Artemas  Elijah,  our  subject; 
Lucina,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ann  Elizabeth,  who 
married  (first)  Charles  INIackin,  of  Xew  York,  and 
(second)  Alfred  Huber,  of  Paris,  France;  Henry 
L.,  deceased ;  and  Joseph  C,  now  residing  in  Lon- 
don, England. 

Artemas  E.  Hart,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
biography,  was  born  June  20,  1842,  in  Xew  Britain, 
Conn.,  and  received  his  education  at  the  high  school 
in  X^'ew  Britain,  and  at  Edward  Hall's  boarding 
school,  in  Ellington,  Conn.  For  a  time  he  clerked 
in  the  drug  store  of  W.  H.  Coggswell,  at  Rockville, 
Conn.,  who  also  kept  the  post  office  there,  our  sub- 
ject assisting  him.  In  1860  Mr.  Hart  cam.e  to 
Hartford,  and  after  clerking  for  some  months  in 


I  the  dry-goods  store  of  IL  E.  Mather  became  clerk 
j  ill  The  Society  for  Savings,  where  froiu  step  to  step 
he  advanced  in  the  cash  department  until  reaching 
his  i)resent  resiwnjible  position,  that  of  secretary 
and  treasurer. 

On  Oct.  12,  1S65,  Mr.  Hart  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Katherinc  A.  L).  Litchfield,  of  Hartford, 
I  born  Sept.  29,  1845,  io'-'f  chiUlren  have  been 

i  born  to  them,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being 
as  follows:  Elizabetli  Katherine,  Jan.  19,  1807,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Harmon  S.  Graves,  of  the  firm  of 
Lester  t!!c  Graves,  attorneys,  of  Xew  York  City  ; 
Alida  }ilay,  May  9,  1870,  died  INLarch  8,  1873; 
Sarali  LuclilkKl,  i'eb.  lO,  1872,  is  now  llie  wife  of 
Ogle  Taylor  Paine,  formerly  of  Troy,  now  of  Xew 
Rochelle,  X.  Y. ;  and  Harold  Gross,  Xov.  6.  1882, 
is  a  student  in  i'hilip's  Academy,  Andover,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

yir.  Blart  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  of  the  Colonial  Club,  of  Hartford, 
and  also  of  the  Laurentian  Club,  of  Montreal. 
Canada.  He  is  active  in  both  church  and  school 
work,  and  for  many  years  was  treasurer  of  Park 
Congregational  Church';  was  treasurer  of  the  Sec- 
ond Xorth  school  district,  and  is  now  a  member  of 
the  West  ^Middle  scliool  committee.  For  fifteen 
years  he  has  been  director  of  the  State  Bank.  In 
politics  he  is  independent,  and  he  is  justly  regarded 
as  a  man  of  integrity,  and  as  a  useful  citizen,  w^ell 
worthy  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 

FIEXRY^  JACOB  ZWEY'GARTT  (deceased), 
who  w-as  for  many  years  a  leading  tobacco  dealer 
of  Hartford,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
X'o\^  22,  1 83 1.  He  was  educated  in  his  nativ'e  land, 
having  been  sent  away  from  home  to  school  at  the 
age  of  eight  years,  and  a  thorough  foundation  was 
laid  for  his  success  in  mercantile  life  by  a  seven- 
years  apprenticeship  as  a  salesman. 

In  August,   1851,  at  tlie  age  of  twenty,  yii. 
Zweygartt  came  to  America,  and  after  spending 
some  time  in  Xew  Y'ork  City,  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
and  Aleriden,  Conn.,  located  in  Hartford.  In  1856 
he  had    a  cigar  store  on  Temple  street  between 
I  [Market  and  Front  streets,  and  on  selling  out  the 
I  business  he  started  a  similar  store  on  x\sylum  street, 
1  where  he  employed  fi\-e  or  six  hands.   Previous  to 
j  the  Civil  war  ^ir.  Zweygartt  went  South  for  the 
i  benefit  of  his  health,  and  settled  in  X^ew  Orleans, 
j  but  he  came  Xorth  to  escape  being  drafted  for  the 
}  Confederate  army,  and  again  located  in  Hartford. 
In  1864  or  1865  he  opened  a  cigar  store  in  Ely's 
block,  but  he  did  not  long  continue  in  the  cigar 
trade,  giving  it  up  for  the  leaf  tobacco  business, 
in  which  branch  of  trade  he  was  very  successful, 
j  The  name  of  Zweygartt  is  a  household  word  in  the 
!  tobacco  trade  all  over  the  United  States,  and  dealers 
came  to  like  his  packing  so  well  that  all  that  was 
necessary  for  them  to  know  was  that  ^Ir.  Zweygartt 
packed  the  tobacco.  His  office  and  warehouse  were 
at  No.  221  State  street,  and  in  all  he  was  in  the 
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laf  ti  l>acco  liusincss  tor  ali^  ut  thirty  yi-:irs.  lie 
ied  Jan.  23,  1S07,  and  among-  tlio  trihutos  of  rc- 
iiect  was  the  following',  passed  at  a  special  meeting 
f  the  leaf  tobaeeo  trade  held  in  the  city  of  Ilart- 
ord  Jan.  25,  1897,  the  resolutions  being  nnani- 
lously  passed : 

"\Vm:Ki;.\s,  Death  has  again  visited  our  midst 
lul  has  taken  away  our  esteemed  fellow  merchant, 
lenry  J.  Zweygartt, 

"KcsohwJ,  That  the  Hartford  Leaf  Tobacco 
>ade  lias  lost  one  of  its  most  honorable  and  val- 
able  members,  and  many  of  us  have  also  lost  a  per- 
oiial  friend,  one  of  the  kind  whom  it  would  do  to 
nchor  by  in  time  of  storms,  and  this  sentiment 
.•ill  be  echoed  around  many  a  hearthstone  where 
Lixury  has  not  lived,  but  where  the  charity  of 
ienry  J.  Zweygartt  was  well  known.  \\'e  deeply 
lourn  the  loss  of  our  fellow  merchant.  In  token 
f  our  appreciation  of  our  merchant's  worth  and 
lany  sterling  qualities  as  a  merchant,  friend  and 
itizen,  and  our  deep  regret  at  his  death,  be  it 

"Rcsolz'cd,  That  this  trade  deeply  sympathizes 
•ith  his  family  in  this  hour  of  trouble  and  offers  its 
incere  condolence. 

"Rcsolzrd'  That  we  pay  sad  tribute  to  his  mem- 
ry  by  closing  our  respective  places  of  business  and 
ttending  his  funeral,  and  also  that  an  engrossed 
opy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  family 
f  our  departed  friend,  and  published  in  our  trade 
nirnals  and  daily  papers." 

[Signed]  George  Lee,  J.  ^^^  Bissell  and  \V.  F. 
uller. 

Mr.  Zweygartt  was  quiet  and  unassuming  in 
is  manners,  but  was  nevertheless  firm  in  the  sup- 
ort  of  his  convictions,  and  his  judgment  was  valued 
y  his  fellow  townsmen.  From  Jan.  i,  1895,  until 
Line  15,  1896,  he  served  as  one  of  the  Republican 
;lectmen  of  the  town  of  Hartford,  retiring  only 
short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
in.  23,  1897.  He  and  his  family  became  prominent 
1  social  life,  and  he  w^as  one  of  the  oldest  members 
f  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  having 
)ined  the  Fraternity  in  1S67. 

In  1870  Mr.  Zweygartt  was  married,  in  Derby, 
onn..  to  ]\Iiss  r^Ielissa  I.  Candee,  daughter  of 
amuel  L.  Candee,  a  well-known  manufacturer  of 
irgical  instruments  in  that  town.  Five  children 
ive  blessed  the  union:  Edna  ^NL,  deceased:  Minnie 
.,  w-ife  of  Harry  Allen  Howland  ;  :\Iary  E.,  who 
arried  Edwin  H.  Heniinway ;  and  Henry  J.,  Jr., 
id  Linda  I.,  both  residing  in  Hartford. 

ELLEN  HA^niOND  GLADWIN.  M.  D.. 
ho  jias  practiced  her  profession  in  the  city  of 
artford  since  1873,  has  been  deservedly  success- 
il  in  her  chosen  calling,  and  is  recognized  through- 
it  Hartford  county  as  an  able  physician  and 
lented.  woman. 

Dr.  Gladwin  is  of  English  extraction,  and  Lieut, 
ol.  Peter  Hammond,  her  first  paternal  ancestor 

whom  we  have  any  definite  record,  was  one  of 


I  lie  King's  Chancellors  in  England.  Her  great- 
j  grandfather,  Josiah  Hammond,  was  a  native  of 
j  Windham,  Conn.  His  son,  Asaliel  Hammond,  was 
:  a  farmer  in  Hamilton,  Conn.,  for  a  number  of  vears, 
and  spent  the  later  years  of  his  life  in  Brooklyn, 
Conn.  He  married  a  Miss  Betsey  Robinson,  a  de- 
I  scendant  of  John  Robinson,  of  Lexden,  and  a 
daughter  of  Joshua  Robinson,  a  Revolutionarv 
soldier.  Their  son,  Justin  Hammond,  was  born  in 
Hampton,  Conn.,  and  received  a  thorough  educa- 
tion, graduating  from  Brown  L^niversity  in  the 
ck\ssical  course,  and  later  from  Harvard  Meilical 
School.  For  fifty  years  he  was  a  prominent  and 
successful  practitioner  in  Killingly,  Comi.,  having- 
commenced  practice  with  his  father-in-law,  Dr. 
Fenner  Peckham,  of  East  Killingly.  He  married 
Susan  Peckham.  and  three  of  the  children  born  to 
this  union  took  up  their  father's  profession :  Henry 
L.,  of  Killingly;  Susan  Field,  of  Boston,  and  otir 
subject.  Dr.  Hammond  was  active  in  the  public 
aft'airs  of  his  day  and  place,  and  represented  Kill- 
ingly in  the  State  Legislature  in  1S36  and  1871. 
He  died  in  1S73. 

Ellen  Hammond  Gladwin  was  born  in  Killingly, 
and  there  received  her  early  education,  which  was 
supplemented  with  study  at  the  academy  of  East 
Greenwich  (R.  I.)  and  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary. 
Her  medical  studies  were  pursued  at  the  Woman's 
Medical  College  of  the  New  York  Infirmary,  in 
New  York  City,  from  which  institution  she  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1872,  and  she  subse- 
quently took  her  father's  practice  for  a  year,  in 
1873  locating  in  Hartford,  where  she  has  since  been 
located.  Dr.  Gladwin  is  a  member  of  the  City, 
County  and  State  Medical  Societies. 

In  1880  our  subject  was  married,  in  Hartford, 
to  Sidney  INI.  Gladwin,  a  native  of  East  Haddam, 
Conn.,  who  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  that  locality.    Excepting  a  few  years'  residence 
in  New  York,  during  which  period  he  served  in  the 
Civil  war,  he  has  been  identified  wdth  Hartford  from 
the  age  of  seventeen  years,  when  he  came  to  the  city 
with  Hillyer  &  Bunce,  wool  merchants,  remain- 
ing with  that  fiini  and  with  Dwight,  Skinner  & 
j  Co.,  their  successors,  over  twenty-five  years.  He 
j  is  now  associated  in  business  with  Drayton  Hillyer 
j  and  William  C.  Skinner.    The  Gladwin  home  is 
at  No.  705  Asylum  avenue,  Hartford. 

MILO  LEON  NORTON,  journalist  and  poet, 
was  born  April  23,  1849,  in  Bristol,  where  he  still 
resides,  although  his  birthplace  was  a  farm  outside 
the  built-up  portion  of  the  borough.  Fle  is  of  the 
eighth  generation  in  America,  and  the  family  can 
be  traced  to  England  and  France  by  undisputable 
documentary  evidence,  covering  a  period  of  over 
1  800  years. 

j       Leonard  Andrews  Norton,  father  of  'Milo  L., 
was  born  Aug.  9,  1813,  and  died  July  16,  1895; 
I  his  life  career  is  given  in  full  in  the  biography  of 
'  M.  H.  Norton,  on  another  page.    To  each  of  the 
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jiati'iiial  ancestors  is  ,<;ivon,  in  order  of  birth,  a 
separate  i>ara;^rapli,  as  follows: 

Asaliel  Ilinnian  Norton  was  horn  in  177S.  in 
\vhat  was  known  as  Xew  Caniliriili^e.  now  lirist  4, 
C'oim.,  aiul  liecanic  a  stone-eiitter.  (  )n  (  )et.  10, 
1803,  he  niarrieil  J\ene  Sperry.  who  was  h(_irn  Ju'y 
3,  17S3.  Tlicir  children  were  .\.^ahel  Ilinnian.  Jr., 
born  AiiLi".  2.  1804,  who  married  Marv  r>yin:4ton 
April  2.  1S22:  she  died  .March  21.  i8()i.  in  llart- 
ford,  and  he  on  Sept.  23,  187 1.  The  second  chiUl, 
Leonard  Andrews,  was  the  father  of  snbject.  The 
third,  Salome  Gaylord.  born  Sept.  \2.  1818.  died 
May  19,  1S45.  Jerry,  the  fonrili.  died  in  infancy.  1 
Asahel  H.  Norton,  the  father  of  this  family,  was 
at  first  a  Cong;reg'ationalist.  bnt  later  became  a 
Baptist.  He  was  injnred  in  a  forest  fire,  was  an  in- 
valid for  a  nnmber  of  years,  and  died  Sept.  i^, 
1836. 

Aaron  Norton  was  born  in  Durham,  Conn.,  in 
1749,  and  died  July  27,  1832.  He  married  Rhoda 
Hinman,  a  native  of  Goshen,  Conn.,  who  was  born 
1745,  and  died  May  10.  1812,  the  mother  of  six 
children :  Truman,  Rhoda,  Asahel  Hinman,  Ches- 
ter, Samuel,  and  Aaron.  Aaron  owned  several 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Bristol,  nwre,  probably, 
than  any  other  man  of  his  day. 

•Isaac  Norton,  born  in  Durham  in  171 1,  died  in 
January,  1793.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Bristol,  haviiifj  come  here  about 
1760.  He  married  ^larv  Rockwell,  of  Windsor, 
Avho  was  born  Nov.  23,  1719,  and  died  in  1809, 
the  mother  of  the  following  named  children :  Abi- 
gail, Mary,  Lydia,  Silvanus,  Anna,  Isaac,  Jr., 
Aaron,  Joel  and  Zipporah. 

Joseph  Norton  was  born  in  Saybrook,  Conn., 
Nov.  6,  1 68 1,  was  a  farmer,  married  Deborah 
Crittenden,  and  died  in  Durham  in  1756,  the  fa- 
ther of  children  as  follows,  all  born  in  Saybrook: 
Deborah,  Joseph.  Isaac,  Joel  and  Thomas.  The 
mother  died  in  Durham  in  1756. 

Thomas  Norton.  Jr.,  was  born  in  England  in 
1626,  came  to  Guilford,  Conn.,  with  his  father  in 
1639,  removed  to  Saybrook  in  1661,  and  married 
Elizabeth  ^lason  'Ma.y  8,  1671.  She  died  at  Say- 
brook Jan.  31,  1699.  The  children  of  Thomas 
(Jr.)  and  Elizabeth  (^lason)  Norton  were:  Eliz- 
abeth (who  died  in  infancy).  Thomas.  Elizabeth, 
Joseph  and  Samuel  (twins),  Abigail  and  Ebcnczer 
(twins),  and  John. 

Thomas  Norton,  Sr.,  was  born  in  1582,  near 
Guildford  in  Surrey.  England,  came  to  Guilford. 
Conn.,  from  Ockley,  England,  in  1639.  was  the  first 
town  miller,  and  died  in  1648.  To  his  marriage 
with  Grace  W  ells,  in  1625,  were  born  four  chil- 
dren: Thomas,  Jr.,  John,  Grace  and  Mary.  Of 
these,  Grace  w^as  the  first  to  be  marrie<l  in  Guil- 
ford Colony,  accepting  for  her  husband  W  illiam 
Seward,  who  had  charge  of  the  niilitarv  forces  in 
the  New-  Haven  Colony. 

The  father  of  Tlionias  Norton.  Sr.,  was  Rich- 
ard Norton.   The  family  descended  from  Jolm  Xor-  i 


ton.  of  Shari)enhoe.  Bedfordshire,  England,  was 
(|uite  prominent,  and  was  allottetl  an  estate  bv 
King  Henry  \  lll. 

The  main  line  i.if  Mr.  Norton's  family  belmi^s 
to  the  iMiglish  peerage,  his  ancestors  coining  from 
Xormandv  with  \\'illi:im  the  Conciuerer.  They  arc 
allied  bv  marriage  to  the  royal  familv  of  France, 
and  ti^  the  Sa.\e)n  kings.  The  title  of  the  present 
member  of  the  peerage  is  Lord  Grantley.  The 
original  I'rench  name  of  the  family  was  Norvil'e. 
that  being  Norman-French  for  North  town,  ab- 
breviated to  Norton. 

Milo  Leon  Norton,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
article,  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Bristol,  which  he  attended  untd 
fourteen  years  of  age;  then  attended  a  higher  grade 
class  in  East  Haven  one  year,  and  next  entered  the 
Eastman  Ihisiness  College  at  Poughkccpsie.  N. 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1867.  He  then  served, 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade  in  New- 
Britain,  worked  thereat  about  three  years,  and  in 
1872  became  bookkcceper  for  A.  R.  W  arner  &  Co., 
grocers,  in  1873  buying  out  that  firm  ;  he  sold  out 
the  following  year. 

Mr.  Norton  had  alwa\  s  had  a  taste  for  literature 
and  a  natural  gift  for  writing — not  exactly  what 
is  known  as  cacocthcs  sci'ibciidi,  but  a  genuin.e 
talent  for  descriptive  and  didactive  literary  com- 
position. He  had  alreadv  been  a  correspondent  fn- 
and  contributor  to  several  magazines  and  news- 
papers, and  in  1874  fully  entered  upon  the  lieid 
01  journalism  by  becoming  editor  of  the  JJ'atcr- 
biiry  Index,  a  position  he  vacated  the  follow  nig- 
year,  and  for  several  months  was  connected  witii 
the  Kcpiiblicaii .  of  ^Meriden.  His  connection  ex- 
tended that  year  also  to  the  Hartford  Post  and  one 
or  two  other  papers.  In  1876  Mr.  Norton  launched 
the  new  A  I  first-class  clipper-built  newspaper,  the 
Bristol  Gazette,  upon  the  sea  cf  journalism,  and 
successfully  brea,sted  the  storms  of  adversitv  and 
steered  clear  of  its  shoals  and  shallows  for  three 
years,  when  he  relinquished  the  helm.  Since  then 
he  has  continued  to  pursue  his  course  as  contrib- 
utor to  and  correspondent  of  sundry  magazines 
and  newspapers,  principally  published  in  New  York, 
Boston,  Hartford,  New-  Havei.,  W'aterbury.  and 
various  other  parts  of  New  England.  He  has  i^r 
several  years  been  especially  identified  with  the 
"Connecticut  ^Magazine,"  to  which  he  has  contrilj- 
uted  a  number  of  poems  and  prose  compositions 
far  in  excess  of  mediocrity.  He  still  continues  his- 
literary  labors,  although  he  had  charge  of  the  o'd 
homestead  on  Fall  Mountain  from  1881  until  i8<;7. 
when  it  was  sold,  and  he  built  for  himself  an  ele- 
gant home  at  No.  26  Lpson  avenue,  Bristol,  where 
he  now-  resides. 

^lilo  L.  Norton  was  married,  Nov.  24.  1870. 
to  Emma  Lillian  Dayton.,  who  was  born  June  17, 
1842,  in  Buckinghamshire,  EngLncl.  and  this  mar- 
riage has  been  graced  with  two  children  :  (  i  ) 
Addie  Alartha,  b<;rn  June  20,  1872,  was  married. 
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Mav  1,  1'"^)=;.  t*-"*  Herbert  J.  Atwood,  who  is  enqati^etl 
in  ilii-  ioe  liusiness  in  llristol ;  they  liave  liail  two 
cluliir<.n.  Ivalph  Herbert,  born  .May  14,  1S07,  aucl 
lA-!:e  -Mil'',  born  Xov.  8.  u)oo.  (  _> )  J)e\\L-\  .MIIm, 
li-iin  .\]>ril  (>.  1S74,  is  now  eniployeil  ;a  H.  J.  Mill>' 
jiaper-box  faet'Ty.  'I'lie  fainilv  attcMul  the  Meih- 
<.(ii>t  Ll.nreb,  and  in  polities  .Mr.  .Xorton  is  imle- 
|K.ii'Ient.  bnt  his  proclivities  arc  Democratic.  He 
has  been  clerk  and  treasnrer  of  school  district  Xo. 

and  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  cdnca- 
tional  atlairs.  Fraternally  Mr.  .Norton  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Ethan  Lodi^e,  Xo.  9,  K.  of  P.,  of  Bristol ; 
of  the  PiliXi'ini  Fathers,  of  whose  societv  he  is  sec- 
retarv  ;  and  has  been  a  past  lectnrer  and  secretary 
of  the  Grange. 

It  is  related  of  Th.omas  X'orton,  of  Sharpenlioc, 
England,  that  he  was  the  first  man  to  write  a 
tragedv  in  the  English  language ;  that  it  was  en- 
titled Gorboduc,  the  name  of  a  suppositional  king, 
was  written  for  the  Christmas  e.xercises  before 
Queen  Elizabeth  in  1561,  and  that  Xorton  was  as- 
sisted in  its  construction  by  Thomas  Sackville, 
afterward  Lord  Buckherst,  a  fellow  student  at  In- 
ner Temple,  London — Xorton  writing  the  first 
three  acts  and  Sackville  the  last  two.  Thomas 
Xorton  also  translated  the  Psahr-,  into  English 
metre. 

CALEB  ^lETCALF  HOLBROOK,  deceased. 
The  Holbrook  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Xew 
England,  and  in  the  history  of  the  town  of  I\IiIford, 
Mass.,  we  find  the  following:  "Our  Holbrooks 
are  believed  to  be  descendants  of  Thomas  Holbrook, 
through  Thoiuas  (2),  whose  residence  was  in 
Scituate,  Weymouth  and  Braintree,  prior  to  1653. 
When  Thomas  made  his  will,  July  25,  1695,  he 
gave  his  son  Peter  'all  that  estate  of  lands  and 
meadows  in  Mendon'  which  he  purchased  of  his 
brother  \\'il!iam.  Peter  settled  in  ^Mendon  and  was 
known  as  Deacon  Peter.  He  died  in  1712,  and 
willed  his  real  estate,  mostly  in  wdiat  became  Bell- 
ingham,  to  his  children." 

The  subject  of  this  memoir,  who  was  numbered 
for  years  among  the  representative  citizens  of 
Hartford,  was  of  tlie  eighth  generation  in  descent 
from  Thomas  (i),  the  line  being  traced  as  fol- 
lows :  Thomas  (2)  ;  Peter :  Eliphalet,  born  Jan. 
27,  1695,  who  married  Johanna  Rockwood ;  Eb- 
enezer,  born  June  3,  17 17.  who  married  Keziah 
White;  Ziba,  born  Aug.  8,  1752,  who  married  Re- 
becca Kimball;  and  Joel,  our  subject's  father. 

Joel  Holbrook  was  born  July  11,  1792,  and  made 
his  home  in  Milford,  Conn.,  for  some  time,  en- 
gaging in  farming  and  the  manufacture  of  straw 
bonnets.  Later  he  removed  to  Hartford,  where  he 
died  in  1871.  His  wife,  Ro.xanna  Howes,  died  in 
1882.  Thev  had  three  children,  of  whom  ( i)  Caleb 
M.,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest.  (2)  .Abigail  mar- 
ried Gardner  P.  Barl)er  (  of  the  firm  of  Hunt,  Hol- 
brook &  Barber),  who  died  in  1879.  *^3)  George 
Albert  was  for  many  years  a  mem1)cr  of  the  firm  of 


Clark  .!\:  Holbrocik,  shoe  manufacturers  of  Hart- 
ford. He  died  in  December,  i88i},  leaving  two 
ilaugliters,  I'.llen  Gtmdricli.  now  Mrs.  Dr.  Calvin 

Ikirber,  ut  I'.ruoklyn;  and  .May  .\bbie  H.,  who 
married  .\rlhur  S.  llyile. 

Caleb  Melealf  Hollirook  was  h^vn  Xov.  29. 
1822,  in  Milford,  Mass.,  and  died  Jan.  10,  iS(/\ 
at  Hartford.  He  was  educated  in  Shelburne  Falls, 
Mass.,  ami  at  the  age  of  twenty-tv,o  removed  to 
Hartford,  but  later  wein  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The 
gold  excitement  of  1841^  letl  him  to  the  Pacific 
slope,  the  voyage  l)eing  made  bv  way  of  Cape 
Horn  in  the  ship  "Henry  Lee,"  and  in  passing  the 
Horn  a  gale  was  encountered  that  lasted  thirteen 
days,  sweeping  the  vessel  400  miles  from  the  coin^se. 
The  trip  from  Xew  York  to  San  Francisco  lasted 
207  days,  and  the  distance  from  the  Goldeii  Gate 
to  Sacramento  was  made  in  an  open  boat.  .Mr. 
Holbrook  S])ent  fourteen  months  in  the  mines,  and 
was  absent  three  years.  Fle  came  back  with  about 
$2,500.  the  nucleus  of  his  future  fortune,  and  ni 
1S52,  after  forming  a  partnership  with  Milo  Hunt, 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes 
and  in  the  leather  business.  The  nrm  of  Hunt  & 
Holbrook  subsequently  became  Hunt,  Holbrook  & 
Barber,  continuing  under  tliat  name  until  the  death 
of  Mr.  Barber,  in  1879,  when  a  return  was  made 
to  the  original  name.  The  factory  was  located  on 
Union  Place,  opposite  the  station,  and  Mr.  Hol- 
brook gave  personal  direction  to  the  business  until 
his  death,  the  mechanical  details  being  untler  his 
especial  charge.  He  was  also  a  director  of  the 
Travelers  Insurance  Co.  for  twenty-five  vcars.  and 
became  one  of  the  best-known  btisiness  men  of  th.e 
city.  He  attended  the  First  Baptist  Church,  to 
wdiich  he  contributed  regularly,  and  was  a  pulilic- 
spirited  man,  taking  much  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  his  city.  Fle  was  quite  a  traveler,  having  gone 
abroad  three  times,  and  his  broad  information  and 
high  character  made  his  friendshi])  sought  by  tiie 
best.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  fi.r 
three  years  h'e  served  in  the  common  council  of 
Flartford. 

In  January,  1854,  'Sir.  Holbrook  married  Fanny 
Hollister,  of  Hartford,  and  tney  had  one  son,  George, 
born  in  December,  1854,  who  died  aged  nine 
months.  The  mother  died  in  18^4,  and  in  1S59 
Mr.  Holbrook  married  Elizabeth  Crocker  Xelson, 
bv  whom  he  had  four  children :  (11  Frank  X'el- 
son,  born  Xov.  7,  i860,  who  died  IMay  26,  1874; 
(2)  Grace  Hawes,  born  .Vug.  24,  1863,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  C.  White,  of  Hartford,  and  has  two 
sons — John  FTolbrook,  born  .April  10,  iSoo,  and 
Xelson  Cook,  born  June  11,  1900:  (3)  Minnie  H.. 
born  in  1865,  who  died  in  infancv:  and  (4)  .Annie 
Metcalf  H.'  born  Oct.  12,  1868.  who  died  Oct. 
13.  1893.  Airs.  Elizabeth  C.  Holbrook  died  June 
7,  1873,  and  our  subject  was  married,  in  Jamiary, 
1875,  to  .Vnna  E.  X'elson,  sister  of  his  second  wife. 
She  survived  him,  and  died  .\pril  20,  189S. 

The  X'elson  family  is  of  pioneer  stock,  the  first 
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of  the  line  in  tliis  country  having;  licon  William 
Ni'lsv'n.  \v!io  was  niarricJ,  in  1040,  to  Martha  I'ord. 
The  I-'or>!s  came  over  in  the  ship  "Fortune.""  and 
Manila  I'ord  was  born  in  loji,  tiio  first  white 
lunale  child  horn  in  Xew  J^n^l.ind.  William  Xel- 
s>'n.  the  next  in  ihe  lino  ot'  dovcent,  was  tK.rn  in 
K>45.  in  Middleboro,  }^Iass.,  and  married  Ruth 
l-\ixel,  hiirn  in  l()40.  Thoma^  X.  Xelson,  son  of 
AX'illiam.  was  married,  in  i(>7ii.  to  1  Kjjk-  lliL^gins. 
Lieut.  Thomas  Xelson.  son  <■!  Thomas  X..  mar- 
ried juiiith  Tierce.  Thomas  Xelse)n.  son  of  Lieut. 
'J'homas,  was  a  resident  of  \\"est  Middlehoro.  Mass. 
Rev.  Stephen  S.  Xelson,  son  of  Thomas,  married 
J'.melia  Ri\XM>.  arni  had  a  son  Sleiihcn  R.  Stephen 
R.  Xelson  married  Llizal)eth  Crocker,  and  was  the 
father  of  the  second  and  third  wives  of  our  subject. 

JAMES  H.  XAYLOR,  M.  D.,  one  of  Hart- 
ford's successful  physicians,  was  born  Aug-.  3,  1869, 
ai  Schiiylerville.  Saratoga  Co.,  X.  Y.  He  comes 
of  good  X'ew  England  ancestrv.  and  his  father,  a 
native  of  \'ermont,  was  for  many  years  a  well- 
known  business  man  of  Schuylerville.  The  mother,  j 
v.hose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  \\'ood,  was  born 
in  Warren  countv,  Xew  York. 

Dr.  Xaylor  completed  a  course  in  the  high 
school  of  his  native  place,  and  after  two  years  in 
the  academic  department  of  the  L'niversitv  of  \'er- 
mont  entered  the  Medical  Department  of  that  in- 
stitution. On  graduating,  in  1S95,  he  became  house 
surgeon  and  physician  in  the  Haitford  Hospital, 
his  two  years  of  service  giving  him  invaluable 
training,  and  in  1897  he  began  general  practice  in 
Hartford.  He  is  a  member  of  the  City,  Countv 
and  State  Medical  Societies,  and  sociallv  is  prom- 
inent as  a  member  of  Sphinx  Tfmi)Ie.  Order  of  the 
I^lystic  Shrine,  and  other  ^L'lsonic  societies ;  the 
L  O.  O.  F. ;  the  Knights  of  J:\vthias:  the  Ancient 
Order  of  L'nited  \\'orknien ;  and  the  Phi  Chi  Fra- 
ternity. 

ERASTUS  ELY  C.\SE.  :j.  D..  a  well-known 
physician  of  Flartford  for  twenty-hve  years,  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  John  Case,  the  first  settler 
of  Simsbury  in  this  county,  and  a  grandson  of 
Noah  and  Olive  Case,  both  oi  whom  were  born 
and  lived  throughout  their  lives  in  Granbv. 

Norton    Case,  the    ]')nctor"s  father,  was  born 
Dec.  26,  1815,  in  Granl^iy,  wiicre  he  spent  his  boy-  ' 
hood,  and  w^as  a  lifelong  farmer  in  Canton  and 
East  Granby.    He  was  honnrahle  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, and  highly  respected.    He  represented  East 
Granby  in  the  Slate  Legislature,  besides  filling  at  j 
different  times  the  most  responsible  offices  in  Can-  | 
ton  and  East  Granby,  a  record  which  in  itself  speaks 
for  his  trustworrhiness  and  erhciency.     In  Canton 
he  married  ?^Iiss  Eliza  Case  (born  May  21.  1815; 
died  Sept.  22,  1859;,  daughter  of  Anson  and  Rachel 
Case,  and  they  had  two  children  :    .Vn-on  ]\Iiles  and 
Erastus  Ely.    'J'he  former  marriefl  Miss  Lucia  A. 
Case,  of  Canton,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Winthrop 


Tracy,  now  a.  civil  engineer  in  the  emplo\-  of  the 
city  of  I'.oston,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty.  Nor- 
ton Case  died  Oct.  6.  \Si.)<.).  at  the  age  ot  eighty- 
ih.ree,  surviving  his  first  wife  over  forl\-  \ears.  Jn 
.  October,   iS()0,  he  contracted  a  second  marriage, 
i  with  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Case,  who  sm-\  ives  him. 
I       Erastus  Ely  Case  was  born  .May  28.  1847,  in 
j  Canton  Centre,  where  he  received  his  early  educa- 
j  tion,   later   attending   Williston    Seminary,  h'ast- 
j  hampton,  Mass.,  whence  he  was  graduated  in  1868. 
'  In  1872  he  completed  the  classical  comsu  in  Yale 
!  College,  and  in  1874  he  graduated  from  the  Xew 
i  "^'ork  Homeopathic  Medical  C<.)llege.  the  following 
I  year  cunnnencing  practice  in  Hartford,  where  he 
has  ever  since  been  located.    Dr.  Case  has,  by  his 
skill  and  ability,  secured  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice.   He  is  a  member  of  the  Dunham  IMedical  Club, 
of  Hartford,  the  Connecticut  Homeopathic  Medical 
Society,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1S88-89,  the 
American  Institiue  of  Homeopathy,  and  the  Inter- 
national Hahnemannian  Association,  of  which  lat- 
ter he  is  now  (1900- 1901)  president.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  Knight  Templar,  a  member  of  Washington 
Commandery,  X'o.  i,  of  Hartford.    Since  his  first 
establishment  in  Hartford  he  has  been  a  member 
of,  and  much  of  the  time  an  office-bearer  in,  the 
Fourth  Congregational  Church. 

On  Oct.  14,  1874,  the  Doctor  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]Miss  Sarah  ^laria  Griswold,  born 
in  East  Granby  Aug.  29.  1846,  daughter  of  James 
AL  Griswold,  a  native  of  Windsor,  and  three  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union,  namelv:  Herbert  }\Ionroe, 
born  Sept.  28.  1S75,  graduated  from  the  }\Iassa- 
chusetts  Listitute  of  Technology  in  1899.  now  an 
electrical  engineer  with  the  General  Electric  Co., 
Schenectady,  N.  Y. ;  Helen  Eliza,  born  Nov.  15, 
1876;  and  Clarence  Norton,  born  Sept.  29,  18S0, 
now  a  student  at  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  Col- 
lege. The  mother  of  the^e  passed  aw^ay  Jan.  15, 
1883,  and  on  Feb.  24,  1886,  Dr.  Case  wedded,  in 
Hartford,  'Mrs.  Emorette  Holcomb.  They  have  had 
one  child,  Everett  Erastus,  born  Sept.  9,  1888. 

WILLLVM  HENRY  POST  (deceased),  mer- 
chant and  philanthrophist,  wdiose  death  in  1899  cast 
a  gloom  over  the  city  of  Flartford,  traced  his  line 
of  descent  from  Stephen  Post,  an  English  gentle- 
man, who  was  born  in  Chelmsford,  County  of 
Essex. 

This  American  progenitor  of  the  familv  crossed 
the  ocean,  with  his  wife  and  four  children,  in  the 
ship  "Griffin,"  in  September,  i''),^^.  landing  in  Bos- 
ton. He  was  a  devout  Puritan,  and  was  one  of 
the  devoted  flock  which  Rev.  Mr.  Horjker  led 
through  the  wdlderncss  in  June,  1636,  to  found 
the  new  colony  of  Connecticut,  his  name  being 
inscribed  on  the  monument  erected  bv  the  citizens 
of  Hartford  in  honor  of  the  city's  founders  in  the 
ancient  burying-grcntnd  of  Center  Church.  Mr. 
Post,  however,  did  not  remain  in  Hartford,  re- 
moving t(3  Saybrook,  where  he  built  a  h'juse  at  a 
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place  called  C')\->lor  River,  sonic  two  miles  from 
the  fort,  'riiere  he  ilied  Aul;'.  I'l,  \<>^\).  his  wife, 
Eleanor,  survivini;-  him  until  Nov.  13,  1O70.  To 
Stephen  and  hdeanor  Tost  were  born  three  sons 
and  one  danL;luer:  John,  I'uO;  Thomas.  KuS; 
Abraham.  ii>Ji);  and  Catherine,  lij^  i .  All  were 
born  in  Mnqland. 

Abraham  Post,  the  third  son,  was  the  great- 
<;Tcat-great-t;randfather  of  the  gentleman  wiiose 
life  forms  the  snhject  of  this  memoir.  He  was  the 
father  "of  ten  children,  all  born  in  Sa}brook:_ 
Stephen  [2).  Dec.  3,  1664:  Ami,  May  4.  1667; 
Abraham  (-'"l,  Jmie  o.  i6'V):  James,  ]\Iarch  14, 
1671  :  Esther.  1  )ec.  14,  107J:  1 'aiiiol.  Xov.  2H, 
1673:  Ciordon,  }^lay  jg,  1676:  Joseph.  Feb.  6,  167S; 
I\Larv.  Eeb.  21.  i(>So:  and  Eleanor  Feb.  10,  1682. 
■Of  this  larg-e  family  the  eldest.  Stephen,  was  the 
next  in  line  of  descent  to^vard  \\"illiam  FL  In 
1 70S  he  removed  from  Saybrook  that  he  niight  se- 
cure his  share  of  a  tract  of  land  nine  miles  square 
donated  by  an  Indian  named  Uncas.  a  ^Nlohegau 
sachem,  to  a  partv  of  whites  from  Saybrook  who 
had  rescued  him  from  a  fort  on  the  Thames  river, 
in  which  he  was  besieged.  The  portion  allotted  to 
Stephen  Post  was  some  4,000  acres.  His  name  ap- 
pears as  one  of  the  signers  of  a  petition  presented 
to  the  General  Assembly  in  1707,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  township  named  Flebron,  and  he 
appears  bv  the  earlv  records  extant  to  have  been 
one  of  the  new  town's  most  respected  citizens,  noted 
for  his  exact  justness  and  his  firm  decision  of  char- 
-acter.  His  first  hoiue  was  a  log  cabin,  and  stood 
on  what  is  known  as  Post's  Hill,  now  in  Columbia 
•town,  but  at  that  time  forming  a  part  of  Hebron. 
On  June  14,  1692,  he  married  Hannah  Hosmer, 
■who  died  in  Hebron  Jan.  25,  1751.  He  followed 
her  to  the  grave  May  16,  1752.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  wdiose 
names  and  the  dates  of  whose  births  are  as  follow's : 
Hannah.  ]\Iarch  29,  1693;  Stephen  Sept.  8,  1695; 
iMary,  March  13,  1697;  Hester,  ^lay  16,  1699; 
Thomas  (in  later  life  a  deacon),  Feb.  10,  1701  ; 
Gideon.  Feb.  10,  1703;  Phineas,  Dec.  2,  1704; 
-Sybil,  Oct.  10,  1706;  Dorothy,  Jan.  29,  1708:  Israel 
(who  was  also  made  a  deacon),  I\Iay  13.  1709. 
The  fourth  son  and  seventh  child,  Phineas,  was  the 
-great-grandfather  of  \\'illiam  H.  Post.  He  married 
Anna  Post,  a  distant  relative,  who  bore  him  four 
children:  Phineas  (2),  Jan.  3,.  1743;  Anna,  1744; 
Amy.  1746;  and  Lucy,  1748. 

Phineas  Post  (2),  the  next  in  the  descending  line, 
married  Sybil  Barber.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children:  Elihu,  born  Aug.  10,  1775; 
Phineas  (3),  Aug.  24,  1777;  Bela,  Aug.  28,  1779: 
Svbil,  Feb.  13,  1782;  Abncr,  Xov.  i.  17S3;  Anna, 
Sept.  6,  1785;  Dudley  Barber,  Xov.  27,  1788; 
Erastus,  Aug.  17,  1791  ;  Augustus,  Julv  26,  1793; 
jRalph,  Jan.  3,  1795;  and  Charles.  July  2,  1798. 

Augustus  Post,  the  ninth  child  of  Phineas  (2), 
and  the  father  of  the  late  William  H.  Post,  \vas 
married  to  Betsey  Gordon  Strong.    Their  children, 


all  born  in  llebron,  were  seven  in  number:  .'^ybil 
Rebecca,  I.ydia  Elizabeth,  Charles  Augu>tus,  Mary 
j  Gardner,  .Amos  Strong,  \\'illiam  Henry  and  Mary 
'  Amelia.  The  eldest  daughter,  Sybil  Rebecca,  was 
born  Aug.  20,  iSio,  and  on  Xov.  25,  1843,  I'l-'came 
j  the  wife  of  C.vn-diin  Young  RobertSLHi,  of  Colum- 
I  bia,  Conn.  Lydia  E.,  born  April  15,  182 1,  married 
I  Xorman  Henry  Clark,  of  Columbia,  on  Dec.  7, 
;  1848.  Charles' Augustus  was  born  Sept.  21,  1822, 
I  and  was  united  to  Lucy  Ann  Bill,  of  Columliia, 
!  Oct.  24.  1S50.  IMary  G.,  born  April  25,  1825,  died 
\  Sept.  25,  1842.  Amos  Strong  was  born  Xov.  24, 
I  1827,  took  U])  his  residence  in  Hartford,  became 
'  a  merchant, -ami  was  a  luember  of  the  firm  of  Tal- 
i  cott  &  Post  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Sei)t.  24,  1S57. 
I  Marv  Amelia  was  born  July  8,  1844,  nearly  two 
I  vear's  after  the  death  of  her  sister.  INlary  Gardner; 
i  on  INIav  23,  18C6,  she  married  Daniel  T.  Fuller,  and 

died  Sept.  20,  iSSS. 
1        William  Henry  Post  was  born  April  i,  1833. 
He  atten.died  the  common  schools  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  wdien  he  entered  a  store  in 
Hebron  as  a  clerk.    Fle  manifested  a  marked  apti- 
tude for  business,  and  after  a  year  his  brother. 
Amos  S.,  then  a  partner  in  the  dry-goods  firm  of 
j  Talcott  &  Post,  took  him  into  his  establishment  at 
I  Hartford,  located  at  the  corner  of  Ma.m  and  Pratt 
streets.    He  found  mercantile  life  congenial,  and 
from  the  day  on  wdiich  he  entered  his  brother's 
service  until  his  death  he  was  conspicuously  iden- 
tified with  the  city's  commercial  and  financial  in- 
terests.   He  succeeded  his  brother  as  a  luember  of 
I  the  firm  on  Jan.  i,  1858,  and  so  contimted  until  his 
j  dissolution,  in  1881.    In  the  spring  of  that  year  he 
I  founded  the  house  of  William  H.  Post  &  Co.,  the 
I  junior  mem.ber  of  the  firm  being  E.  S.  Yergason, 
wdio  had  been  associated  with  him  in  the  old  con- 
!  cern.    For  several  years  business  was  conducted 
1  on.  Main  street,  but  wdien,  a   few  years  ago,  the 
'  William  H.  Post  Carpet  Co.  was  organized,  new 
j  quarters  were  found  in  the  Goodwin  building,  at 
I  the  intersection  of  Asylum   and    Haynes  streets. 
!  The  success  of  the  business  proved  unexpected  and 
I  unusual,  and  an  enlargement  of  the  premises  oc- 
;  cupied  was  found  necessary.    'Sir.  Post's  guiding 
I  hand  was  ever  at  the  helm ;  and  to  his  quick,  keen 
I  perception,  watchful  care  and  sagacious  foresight 
i  the  singular  success  of  the  enterprise  is  largely  due. 
•  In  addition  to  his  mercantile  business  ^Ir.  Post  was 
j  prominently  identified  with  various  other  corporate 
I  financial  interests.    Fie  was  for  several  years  a 
I  director  of  the  Connecticut  General  Life  and  the 
j  Phoenix  Life  Cos.,  as  well  as  a  director  in  the  Hart- 
I  ford  National  Bank,  and  one  of  the  auditors  of  the 
i  Society  for  Savings. 

I  In  private  as  in  business  life  Mr.  Post  was 
I  widely  known,  universallv  esteemed  and  unhesi- 
I  tatingly  trusted.  His  circle  of  acquaintances  ex- 
;  tended  far  bc}-ond  the  citv  whose  development  and 
I  prosperity  were  so  dear  to  him.  Fle  was  cultured 
in  his  tastes,  and  in  manners  showed  the  courtesy 
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wliicli  conus  only  ivoiu  the  truo  instinct  of  a  s^on- 
tlcinan.  Ho  was  always  atlaliK',  ami  c((ual!\  easy 
of  approacli  by  the  niillionairc  in  broadcloth  or  the 
artisan  in  overalls  or  fustian.  IJis  donieslic  life 
was  ideally  iKqiity.  and  his  home  was  a  social  center 
of  refinement  and  culture,  lie  was  a  member  of 
St.  John's  ].od.^e,  V.  iS:  A.  M.,  and  active  in  pro- 
mciting  th.e  interests  of  the  governor's  Foot  Guards, 
being  always  prominent  at  the  "rovcrnor's  recep- 
tions given  by  that  organizatii)n.  In  religious  be- 
lief he  was  a  Congregationalisl,  He  v.as  long  con- 
nected with  the  I'ark  Church,  and  was  for  many 
years  an  active  member  of  both  church  asul  society 
committees,  as  well  as  always  a  generous  contrib- 
utor toward  its  support  and  the  propagation  of  its 
work. 

As  a  citizen  INIr.  Post  was  public-spirited  and 
liberal,  yet  perhaps  his  most  salient  characteristics 
were  generosity  and  charitv,  in  the  exercise  of 
which  virtues  few,  if  any,  men  in  Hartford  excelled 
him.  Few  suspected  the  extent  of  his  private  ben- 
efactions, and  i.one  but  himself  and  his  Master 
knew  the  number  of  pensioners  upon  his  individual 
bounty.  He  was  the  first  to  whom  the  promoters 
of  any  wisely  planned,  well-directed  charitable  en- 
terprise looked  for  aid,  and  few  appealed  to  either 
his  S}Tnpathy  or  his  purse  in  vain.  His  generosity 
did  not  overlook  his  old  home  in  Tolland  county, 
and  the  handsome  font  in  the  Congregational 
church  at  Columbia  is  his  memorial  to  his  parents. 
He  also  contributed  most  libcrallv  toward  the  Sun- 
day-school library,  which  was  then  virtually  the 
circulating  library  of  the  town.  To  Colt's  Band  he 
was  accustomed  to  donate  generously,  and  in  ac- 
knowledgment thereof  that  organization  annually 
serenaded  him  at  his  home  on  some  evening  in 
June.  Children  and  animals  he  dearly  loved,  and 
they  in  turn  loved  him.  Such  traits  as  these  show 
the  tenderness  of  his  heart,  his  capability  for  affec- 
tion, and  his  nobility  of  soul. 

;Mr.  Post's  death  occurred  at  his  residence,  Xo. 
706  Prospect  avenue,  on  Friday,  Jan.  13,  1899.  He 
had  long  been  suft'ering  from  a  complication  of 
disorders,  which  had  so  far  undermined  his  health 
that  when  attacked  by  grippe  he  failed  rapidly, 
passing  away  after  a  short  illness.  Flis  demise 
was  deeply  mourned,  not  only  by  the  many  warm 
friends  wdiom  he  had  attracted  to  himself  by  the 
geniality  and  gentleness  of  his  disposition  and  his 
sincerity  of  heart,  but  also  bv  the  ])oor  who  lost  in 
him  a  counselor  and  benefactor,  and  by  Hartford 
citizens  at  large,  wdio  mourned  that  a  man  of  such 
generous  public  spirit  and  blameless  life  had  been 
taken  from  their  midst. 

^Ir.  Post  was  married  Sept.  7,  1857,  to  Miss 
Helen  Maria  Denslow,  of  Hartford,  daughter  of 
William  Jndd  Denslow,  a  descendant  of  Nicholas 
Denslow,  of  Windsor.  Mrs.  Post  and  their  four 
children  survive  him.  Their  eldest  daughter,  Helen 
Louise,  was  born  April  5,  i860,  rnd  on  June  5, 
1889,  married  Thomas  Browned  Chapman,  of  Hart- 


ford. Alice  Maria,  born  Dec.  27,  iSfi^.  is  no\y  Mrs. 
I'rederick  Fverot  Haight,  of  r.reK)kl_\n,  hrning 
been  married  Uct.  -'4,  1SS8.  William  Strong,  li.irn 
I'eb.  25,  i8()8,  is  nmv  die  president  of  the  William 
IT.  Post  Co.  The  youngest  daughler.  ?sliss  .\nne 
1  Wilson  Post,  was  born  Xov.  15,  1878,  and  li\es  at 
home. 

^HCHAEL  C.  XFEDHAM.  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  iSyG,  in  Hartford,  was  for  a  period  of 
twenty-five  years  one  of  the  substantial  and  usefid 
citizens  of  that  city. 

Mr.  X'eedham  was  liorn  in  September,  i8,^,_',  in 
2^Iullinahone,  County  Tijjperary,  Ireland,  and  there 
received  his  school  training.  When  a  young  man 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  at  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  as  boss  carpenter  he  was  em- 
ployed for  three  years  in  buiLino-  railroad  cars. 
I  Fie  came  to  Flartford  in  185 1,  and  at  once  took 
a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  and  growth  of  the 
city,  and,  ]>ossessed  of  energy  ana  industry,  and 
being  a  good  financier  and  manager,  soon  forged 
his  way  to  tlie  front  and  became  one  of  the  enter- 
prising and  public-spirited  business  men  of  that 
period.  He  engaged  in  w^ork  as  a  carpenter,  and 
in  1859  erected  a  block  of  buildings  on  Front  street. 
He  became  engaged  in  the  wdiolesale  liquor  busi- 
ness on  that  street.  In  1867  he  purchased  what 
was  known  as  the  Olcott  property,  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  X'orth  ]\Iain  streets,  and  elegantly  re- 
built the  ]\Iain  street  front,  comprising  about  ninety 
feet.  This  property  is  now^  known  as  Xeedhani's 
corner.  After  fitting  up  this  l)Iock  he  engaged  in 
the  tea  business,  and  also  kept  a  shoe  store  on  the 
same  street.  He  continued  in  active  business  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  attained  a  prominent 
position  among  the  business  firms  of  the  city,  ami 
from  his  strictly  upright  life  and  honorable  deal- 
ings commanded  the  respect  of  all  classes.  ]\Ir. 
Xeedham  was  fond  of  good  horses,  and  generally 
had  the  finest  turnouts  of  that  day  in  Hartford. 
Fie  was  generous,  and  gave  liberally  to  every  good 
work  of  charity,  and  did  his  giving  without  dis- 
criminating as  to  religion  or  creed.  He  gave  $500 
to  the  building  of  St.  Patrick's  church,  and  after 
the  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  obtained  a  sub- 
scription of  $14,000  for  its  rebuilding.  He  gave 
liberally  toward  the  building  of  the  cathedral  at 
Hartford;  was  always  a  friend  to  those  in  need, 
and  to  the  Catholic  Church  especially  he  was  very 
generous.  His  political  affiliations  were  with  the 
Democratic  part\',  in  wdiose  councils  he  was  prom- 
inent, and  by  whom  he  was  once  ofifered  the  nom- 
ination for  mayor,  which  he  declined. 

On  April  24,  1854,  Mr.  Xeedham  was  married 
to  Ellen  Donavan.  of  Fethard,  County  Tippcrary, 
Ireland,  who  for  twenty-three  years  after  her  hus- 
band's death  carried  on  the  business.  She  died 
July  30,  1899.  In  1897  she  had  erected  the  finest 
monument  in  St.  Patrick's  cemetery.  Twelve  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  cotiple,  three  of  whom  only 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


2m 


arc  now  liviii!::;:  (i)  \\'illiv-\in  is  a  musii.-ian  in 
Colt's  liand,  of  Hant^Til.  Ik-  married  Ada 
Sclinichz.  and  ihcv  liavc  IkhI  ch.ldron  as  follows: 
W  iUiam,  Ntfllio.  Ada.  and  Tieorj^o  (^(k-ccasod ) .  (2) 
]>  'lin  A.  i''  a  resident  of  Hartford.  (31  ( li-j  ikci-:  A. 
i«  al-o  a  resident  of  llariford.  and  since  the  mother's 
death  has  looked  after  anil  manai^ed  the  estate. 
11c  niarrietl  Kathrxn.  dan^htcr  of  I'atrie'k  .Mnrphy, 
c)i  Hartford,  and  one  son,  George  A.,  Jr.,  was  born 
to  them  Nov.  24,  1900. 

CHARLES  H.  ROBINS,  city  auditor  of  Hart- 
ford, had  an  extended  business  exp.^rienee  prior  to 
his  first  election  in  1S94  to  the  im]H)rtant  public  office 
nicntioneil  above.  His  recognized  talents  in  com- 
mercial affairs  are  supplemented  by  an  engaging 
pcrsonalitv,  which  has  won  for  him  an  unusually 
large  number  of  personal  friends.  His  father  was 
in  his  day  also  a  prominent  and  most  higlily  es- 
teemed citizen  of  Hartford.  ]\Ir.  Robbins  is  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  old  and  leading  families  of  Con- 
necticut. He  is  of  the  eighth  generation  in  lineal 
descent  from  Nicholas  Robbins,  who  in  1638  was 
a  resident  of  Duxbury.  !Mass.,  and  died  there  in 
1650.  In  his  will,  probated  Feb.  9,  165 1,  are  men- 
tioned as  his  children,  John,  ]^Iary,  Hannah  and 
Rebecca. 

(II)  John  Robbins.  son  of  Nicholas,  settled  in 
Bridgewater,  Conn.,  and  there  in  1667  was  born  his 
son  Jeduthan. 

(III)  Jeduthan  Robbins,  son  of  John,  removed 
to  Plympton,  and  there  died  in  1726.  His  eight 
children  were  Jeduthan,  John.  Persis,  Hannah, 
Elizabeth,  Abigail,  Mehitabel  and  Lemuel. 

(IV  )  Lemuel  Robbins,  son  of  Jeduthan,  was 
brtrn  in  1726.  He  married  Esther  Dunham,  and  for 
some  time  resided  at  Bridgewater.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  Sutton,  Alass.,  where  his  son  Ephraim 
was  born,  and  afterward  to  Townsend,  now  Poult- 
ney,  Vt.,  with  his  son  William,  where  he  was  killed 
by  the  falling  of  a  tree  in  1786,  aged  sixty  years. 
His  children  were:  (i)  Lemuel,  who  married  Rachel 
Bass,  and  died  in  Augusta,  N.  Y.,  ]March  3,  1842; 
(2)  John,  who  married  Olive  Knight;  (3)  Ephraim, 
born  March  7,  1752;  and  (4)  William. 

(V)  Ephraim  Robins  spelled  his  name  with  one 
''b,"  and  all  his  descendants  have  adopted  that  or- 
thography. He  married  Abigail  Caulkins  Mav  2, 
1771,  and  died  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  June  30,  1829. 
His  eleven  chilclren  were  as  follows:  (i)  A  daugh- 
ter died  in  infancy:  (2)  Diantha,  born  April  22, 
1774,  died  at  Hartford  Julv  25,  1856;  (3)  Emelia, 
born  Feb.  26,  1776,  married  Rev.  S.  S.  Xelson*  and 
died  at  Amherst,  ^Nlass.,  in  1854:  (4)  Abigail,  born 
Aug.  10,  1778,  married  Rev.  William  Collier,  and 
died  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,-  Sept.  19,  1813;  (5) 
Clarissa,  born  ]\Iay  26,  1780,  died  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
May  18,  1801  ;  (6)  Sallie,  born  April  23.  1782,  mar- 
ried Francis  Wilby,  of  Boston,  and  died  July  21, 
'_832:  (7)  Ephraim,  Jr.,  born  ?^Iarch  9,  1784,  mar- 
ried (first)  Rebecca  S.  Burr,  of  Hartford,  (second) 


'  MWzTL  II.  P.uniet.  of  Xew  Jersey,  and  (third)  Ja:ie- 

;  llussey,  of  Baltiinore;  (8)  Ciurdon  was  the  grand- 

j  father  of  our  subjeet;  (9)  a  son  died  in  infancy; 

I  (10)  Joseph  SkilVe,  born  Feb.  16,  1791,  died  at 

i  Hartford  March  2u,  1815;  (ii)  John  Newtiin,  burn 

I  Jan.  6,  1797,  married  Clarissa  Ann  Caw,  of  i'rovi- 

\  tlence,  R.  1.,  and  died  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Feb.  9,. 

(  \  I  )  Gurdon  Rol)ins,  grandlather  of  our  sul)jeci;, 
was  born  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  Feb.  6,  17S6,  and  was- 
married  Oct.  7,  1S09,  to  Julia  Savage,  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.    For  a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  ministry  at  Hartford  as  pastor  of  the  North 
j  Bai)tist  Church.    He  was  also  engaged  in  the  book 
[  publishing  business,  publishing  among  other  works- 
■"Peter  Parley's  Tales."      He  also  published  the 
;  "'Christian  Secretarv,"  now  published  at  Hartford. 

■  To  Gurdon  and  Julia  I  Savage)  Robins  were  bora 
I  children  as  follows:  (i)  Julia  Ann,  born  July  ic 
j  18 10,  died  Feb.  6,  1816:  (2)  Charles  Dodd,  born 
!  at  Hartford  Nov.  21,  181 1,  died  Alarch  13,  1815; 

(3)  Gurdon,  Jr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 

■  Nov.  7,  1813;  (4)  Julia  Savage,  born  at  Hartford,, 
i  Jan.  II,  1816,  married  for  her  first  husband  Sept. 

15,  1835,  Justus  R.  Fortune,  of  Connecticut,  and  for 
'  her  second  husband,  April  28,  1874,  Charles  J.  ]Mar- 
I  tin,  of  New  York.    Gurdon  Robins,  Sr.,  died  at 

Hartford  Feb.  4,  1864. 

(\TI)  Gurdon  Robins,  the  father  of  Charles  H., 
j  was  for  a  number  of  years  engaged  in  the  book 
I  publishing  business  at  Hartford.    Later  he  traveled 

for  several  large  book  publishers  of  New  York,  and 
j  when  the  Civil  w^ar  opened  he  went  to  the  front  as 
\  quartermaster  of  the  i6th  Conn.  V.  I.    He  remained 

in  service  until  captured  at  Plymouth,  N.  C.  He 
I  spent  nine  months  in  Libby  prison  and  Anderson- 
i  ville,  and  when  exchanged  his  health  was  so  shat- 
i  tered  that  his  life  was  despaired  of.  Returning  to 
;  Flartford  he  became  paymaster  for  the  \\'oodruft'  & 
[  Beach  Iron  Works,  which  position  he  filled  for  many 
!  years.    Mr.  Robins  first  married  ]\Iiss  Harriet  Jer- 

usha  Williams,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  ]May  16,  1840, 
!  and  to  them  were  born  two  children  :  George  Savage, 
I  who  died  in  infancv;  and  Robert  Williams,  who  is 

commandant's  clerk  in  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard. 

C)n  April  25,  1849,  ^I"".  Robins  married  ^liss  }^Iary 
i  Jane  Redfield,  of  Essex.  Conn,  and  to  them  were 
i  born  children  as  follows:  Mary  M.,  who  married 
j  W.  Stillman,  superintendent  of  charities;  Julia  A., 
i  who  married  Frank  D.  I\ lunger,  superintendent  of 
j  the  registry  department  in  the  post  office ;  and 
I  Charles  PL.  our  subject. 

i       The  father,  Gurdon  Robins,  was  elected  clerk  of 
j  Hartford  April  i,  1872.    He  served  as  town  clerk 
'  a  number  of  years  and  was  councilman  from  the  old 
\  Fourth  ward.    In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Republi- 
I  can.    He  was  always  interested  in  public  affairs,  but 
was  not  a  politician.      He  was  unusuallv  popular 
among  his  fellow  citizens,  and  was  continuallv  in 
office  until  no  longer  able  to  execute  its  duties.  He 
'  was  prominent  in  the  fraternal  orders,  a  thirty- 
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sccoikI- degree  Mason,  aiul  an  Odd  Fellow.  ITis 
death  oeenrred  .May  23,  18S3. 

Charles  H.  Robins,  our  subject,  was  born  July 
9,  1S59.  at  Essex.  Conn,  lie  was  educali  d  in  the 
South  schciol  01  ilarltoril  and  in  the  I'ublic  High 
Sch.ool  of  the  city,  attending  the  latter  througii  the 
first  two  vears  of  its  course.  Mr.  Robins  then  en- 
tered the  post  office  at  Hartford,  where  he  reniainetl 
four  years  as  assistant  stamp  clerk.  Serving  a  year 
as  assistant  postmaster  at  Meriden.  he  returned  to 
tlie  Hartford  post  office  department,  and  was  for 
four  years  relief  clerk.  In  1S85  Mr.  Robins  re- 
signed that  position  to  become  bookkeeper  at  Port- 
land, Conn.,  in  the  United  States  Stamping  Works 
.and  with  the  Portland  Stamping  Works,  acquiring 
in  time  full  charge  of  the  office.  In  1S88  he  re- 
turned to  Hartford  to  become  bookkeeper  for  the 
Dwight  State  2\Iachine  Co.  \\'hile  there  he  w  as  ap- 
pointed record  clerk  in  the  Internal  Revenue  Office 
under  Collector  John  I.  Hutchinson.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  deputy  collector,  and  spent  four  years  in 
the  office,  being  outside  deputv  and  having  charge 
Gt  twenty-one  towns,  including  Hartford.  In 
^larch,  1894,  yir.  Robins  resigned  his  office,  and  the 
following  month  he  was  elected  city  auditor  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  receiving  the  largest  vote  on  the 
ticket.  He  was  re-elected  in  1896,  and  again  in 
1898,  and  in  1900  w  as  placed  on  both  tickets,  polling 
at  each  election  the  largest  vote  of  all  the  candidates. 
These  votes  were  the  visible  evidences  of  his  wide 
popularity.  Besides  his  deep  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs Mr.  Robins  has  been  closely  identified  wdth  the 
fraternity  life  of  Hartford.  He  is  a  charter  member 
•of  Lincoln  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  and  is  now  past  chan- 
cellor, also  president  of  the  endowment  rank  of  that 
order.  He  has  been  since  1883  a  member  of  Hart- 
ford Lodge,  No.  19,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  in  1895  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Putnam  Phalanx,  and  is  associated 
with  the  A.  O.  U.  \\..  the  Order  of  the  INIaccabees, 
and  the  Hartford  Yacht  Club. 

Mr.  Robins  married  Miss  Jennie  Williams, 
■daughter  of  Henry  G.  Williams,  of  Portland,  Conn.. 
Nov.  5,  1890,  and  to  them  was  born  a  daughter, 
Ethel  \^'illiams,  on  Xov.  3,  1895. 

DAVID  CRARY.  Sr.,  ^I.  D.,  for  many  years  a 
leader  in  the  medical  fraternity  of  Hartford,  was 
TwDm  April  18,  1806,  in  Wallingford,  Vt.,  son  of  Elias 
and  Elizabeth  Crary,  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  that 
locality.  He  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  seven 
■children,  and  one  of  his  sisters  married  Dr.  John 
Fox,  of  ^^"allingford. 

After  the  usual  district-sch.ool  course  Dr.  Crary 
attended  the  high  school  in  Potsdam,  X.  Y.,  and  on 
•graduating  began  teaching  school  in  Danljy,  \'t.  His 
medical  studies  were  begun  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Dr.  Fox,  who  was  one  of  the  noted  physicians  of 
that  section  with  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  In 
1834  Dr.  Crary  graduated  from  the  r^Iedical  Col- 
lege at  Castlet'on,  Vt.,  and  afterward  practiced  in 
Dorset,  that  State,  for  about  two  years.  Longing 


for  a  larger  held  of  usefulness  he  remo\  ed  to  Hart- 
ford in  1838,  and  became  associated  with  Dr.  Rem- 
ington, who  then  liad  a  very  large  practice,  [larticu- 
larly  in  the  treatment  of  malignant  tumors.  His  as- 
\  sociate  died  soon  after,  and  Dr.  Crary  succeeded 
j  him,  accpiiring  in  a  short  time  a  large  practice,  m 
j  which  he  made  a  specialty  of  obstetrics.    He  was  in 
I  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  for  fifty  years, 
until  his  retirement  in  1885^  and  had  assisted  at  the 
birth  of  over  3,000  children. 

In  1 86 1  Dr.  Crary  returned  to  Wallingford,  Vt., 
where  he  remained — farming,  fishing  and  hunting — 
until  1867,  when  he  returned  to  Hartford  and  re- 
sumed his  profession.  He  took  much  interest  in 
ornithology,  and  upon  his  removal  to  Wallingford 
j  disposed  of  what  was  probably  the  largest  private 
j  collection  of  birds  in  the  State  at  that  time.  It  in- 
cluded several  hundred  specimens,  many  rare  to  this 
latitude.  At  the  first  administration  of  nitrous  oxide 
to  a  patient  in  Hartford  Dr.  Crary  assisted  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Beresford  and  Dr.  Horace  Welles,  the  patient 
being  a  woman  w  ho  had  a  tumor  removed.  He  is 
also  credited  with  the  first  operation  for  tracheotomy 
in  Hartford.  Summoned  to  a  child  suffocating  with 
membranous  croup  he  opened  the  trachea  with  a 
lancet  and  held  the  wound  open  until  assistance  ar- 
rived, the  operation  resulting  in  the  child's  recovery. 

In  politics  Dr.  Crary  was  ^  Democrat,  and  he 
took  a  keen  interest  in  public  affairs.  When  he  rep- 
I  resented  the  First  ward  in  the  council  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  Fire  committee,  and  he  was  president  of 
the  board  of  school  visitors  for  nine  years  in  the 
'eighties.  For  many  years  he  was  on  the  medical 
stafY  of  the  hospital,  when  it  was  located  in  the 
building  on  the  corner  of  IMaple  and  Retreat  avenues, 
and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Hartford  County  and 
the  State  ^Medical  Societies.  Dr.  Crary  was  sur- 
geon for  the  Hartford  Light  Guard  when  it  was 
commanded  by  Gov.  Seymour.  For  many  years  he 
was  president  of  the  Hartford  Fox  Club. 

On  Jan.  14,  1836,  Dr.  Crary  married  Susan  Har- 
ris, of  \\'indham,  Vt.,  who  died  Nov.  2,  1849.  On 
March  12,  1851,  he  married  a  second  wife,  Martha 
Tryon,  who  died  Dec.  11,  1893.    He  died  April  16, 
1894,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  cemetery.    By  the 
first  marriage  he  had  six  children,  three  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  David  Crary,  Jr.,  is  mentioned  more 
fullv  below;  Frank,  born  Aug.  12,  1845,  settled  in 
Michigan ;  and  Susan,  born  Nov.  2,  1849,  died  in 
1868,  aged  eighteen  years.    By  the  second  mar- 
riage there  w-ere  two  children  :    Louis,  w  ho  died  in 
1890;  and  Edwin,  born  July  28,  1854,  now  a  drug- 
gist in  Hartford. 
I       Daviu  Ck.\ry,  Jr.,  one  of  the  leading  i)hysic;an5 
j  of  Hartford,  was  born  in  that  city  April  26.  1842. 
j  After  receiving  a  public-school  education  he  clerked 
!  four  years  in  a  drug  store  in  Rutland,  \'t.,  and  later 
I  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  father  as 
I  preceptor.    In   1869  he  was  graduated  from  the 
:  rvledical  Department  of  Yale  College,  and  in  the 
'  same  year  became  associated  with  his  father,  the 
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partnership  lasting-  initil  llio  hitter's  retireiiient  in 
1885.    He  has  since  practiced  alone,  and  at  present 
is  the  physician  at  tlie  connty  jail.    He  is  a  meniher 
of  the  AnKTican   Medical  A.s>ociation :  the   \  ale  : 
Alumni  Association  and  the  Vale  Medical  Alumni 
Association  :  and  the  State,  County  and  City  Metlical  | 
Societies.  In  lyoo  the  Doctor  took  a  trip  to  Europe,  ; 
visitinj;  the  I'aris  l^.x [position,  Switzerland,  Germany,  ' 
Holland  and  England. 

HOX.  CHARLES  E.  MORRIS,  a  well-known 
and  popuar  citizen  of  W  higville,  Burlington,  is  \ 
now  serving  as  a  memher  of  the  State  Legislature.  ; 
His  life  record  is  well  worthy  of  emulation,  and  : 
contains  many  valuable  lessons  of  incentive,  show-  i 
ing  the  possibilities  which  are  open  to  young  men  ! 
who  wish  to  improve  every  opportunity  for  ad-  ; 
vancenient.  I 

Mr.  Morris  was  born  in  Torrington,  Conn.,  Aug.  ! 
2,  1S48,  a  son  of  Emory  ^lorris,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  a  grandson  of  Lanson  ]\Iorris.  The 
father   received   a   district-school   education,  and 
throughout  life  followed  the  occupaion  of  a  machin- 
ist.   Politically  he  was  a  Republican,  and  religiously  i 
was  a  member  of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church.  1 
He  died  in  Torrington.  Conn.,  and  was  buried  there.  | 
He  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Mills,  by  whom  he  had  \ 
three  children:  Albert  A.,  a  resident  of  Coggon,  i 
Iowa;  Charles  E.,  our  subject;  and  ]Mary  A.,  who  \ 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.    For  her  second 
husband  the  mother  married  Darius  Peck.    She,  i 
too,  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  IMethodist  Epis-  | 
copal  Church.    She  died  in  Iowa,  and  her  remains  , 
were  interred  there.  I 

Charles  E.  }^Iorris  received  only  a  district-school  ! 
education  during  his  boyhood,  and  at  a  very  early  | 
age  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  as  a  farm  ; 
hand.  When  fourteen  he  commenced  working  in 
Torrington  for  the  Union  Hardware  Co.  for  eighteen  ; 
dollars  per  month,  remaining  there  until  nineteen  ; 
years  of  age,  and  then  came  to  Whigville,  to  the  ; 
employ  of  Mr.  Peck,  Mr.  Jones  and  Smith  Brothers,  \ 
as  a  wood  turner  for  about  twenty-tive  years.  He  , 
then  turned  his  attention  to  farming  on  the  Peck  , 
farm  in  Whigville — a  tract  of  114  acres— on  which  j 
he  has  made  extensive  improvements,  including  the  | 
erection  of  a  fine  barn.  Here  he  is  successfully  en-  i 
gaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  the  | 
best  Jersey  stock  for  the  latter  purpose.  In  Eur-  j 
lington  Mr.  Morris  was  married,  in  18G9,  to  Miss  | 
Anna  E.  Barker,  who  was  born  there,  a  daughter  | 
of  Emory  Barker,  and  is  a  lady  of  talent  and  char-  j 
acter.  To  this  marriage  have  been  born  three  chil-  | 
dren:  Belle,  now  the  wife  of  Jay  ^Nlills,  of  Central 
City,  Iowa;  Clifford,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months ;  and  Ruth,  at  home. 

Mr.  INIorris  is  an  enterprising  man  of  progres- 
sive ideas,  and  is  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
know  him.  He  is  a  prominent  representative  of  the 
Republican  party  and  a  stanch  supporter  of  its 
principles.    He  has  most  creditably  served  as  grand 


juror,  is  now  a  selectman  and  a  member  of  the 
district  school  committee,  and  was  also  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature  in  18'jS  by  a  lair  majority,  which 
speaks  well  for  his  popularity  and  the  con.tidence 
reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  as  the  town  is 
Democratic.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Whigville  Grange,  and  with  his  family  hoUls  mem- 
bership in  the  Congregational  Church. 

PIUNTIXGTOX.  The  Hartford  faauly  of  this 
name,  of  which  the  late  Hon.  Samuel  H.  Hunting- 
ton was  the  head,  and  a  distinguished  son  now  is 
Col.  Robert  W.  Huntington,  of  the  United  States 
.Marine  Corps,  lately  promoted  for  meritorious  serv- 
ice in  the  war  with  -Spain,  and  whose  son,  Robert 
W.  Huntingfon,  Jr.,  is  secretary  and  actuary  of  the 
Connecticut  General  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Hart- 
ford, is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  fam- 
ilies of  Connecticut. 

Judge  Samuel  H.  Huntington  was  in  the  sev- 
enth generation  from  the  American  ancestor  of  the 
family,  Simon  Huntington,  the  line  of  his  descent 
being  through  Christopher,  John,  John  (2J,  John 
(3),  and  Hon.  Hezekiah. 

(I)  Simon  Huntington,  the  Puritan  emigrant, 
was  born  in  England,  probably,  2vlargaret  Baret,  of 
Norwich,  or  its  vicinity,  in  England.  Pie  died  on  a 
voyage  to  this  country,  in  1633.  Tradition  has 
ascribed  to  him  a  family  consisting  of  wife.  ]\lar- 
garet,  and  three  sons,  Christopher,  Simon  and  Sam- 
uel, and  has  placed  his  leaving  England  in  1O39  or 
1640,  and  made  the  landing  of  his  family  at  Say- 
brook,  Connecticut. 

(II)  Christopher  Huntington,  son  of  Simon,  the 
emigrant,  probably  accompanied  his  mother  to 
Windsor,  Conn.,  where  he  must  have  spent  his 
youth.  In  1652  he  married  there  Ruth,  daughter 
of  William  Rockwell.  He  probably  moved  in  1654 
to  Saybrook,  and  in  the  spring  of  1660  he  joined 
a  colony  and  aided  in  founding  the  town  of  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  being  one  of  the  patentees  of  the  town 
in  1685.  He  died  in  1691.  His  children  were: 
Christopher,  Ruth,  Ruth  (2),  Christopher  \2), 
Thomas,  John,  Susannah,  Lydia  and  Ann. 

(III)  John  Huntington,  son  o.f  Christopher,  was 
born  in  1666,  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1G96. 
He  married  in  1686  Abigail,  born  in  1667,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Lathrop,  son  of  Rev.  John  Lathrop,. 
the  first  minister  of  Scituate,  3ilass.  Their  children 
were:  Abigail,  John,  John  (2),  Hannah  and  }.Iartha.- 

(IV)  John  Huntington  (2),  son  of  John,  was 
born  in  1691,  in  Norwich,  and  died  in  1737.  He 
liiarried  in  1723  Thankful  Warner,  of  \\'indham, 
who  died  in  1739.  Early  in  the  settlement  of  Tol- 
land he  removed  to  that  town.  His  children  were: 
John,  Thankful,  Samuel,  Andrew,  Abigail  and  De- 
borah. 

(V)  John  Huntington  (3),  son  of  John  (2), 
born  in  1726,  in  Tolland,  was  accidentally  killed  in 
1774.  He  married  ]Mehetabel  Steele,  born  in  1733. 
He  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  in  Tolland.    His  chil- 
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tircn  were:  John,  Tliankful.  ^rchotalicl.  Elisha,  Will- 
iam, ikvckiah.  l)i.l>.irali,  Samuel,  .\l)i;^ail,  Ruth, 
Thankfu.l  \^2)  ami  Maria. 

Hi'ii.  llezekiah  1 1  unt in^;!'  n,  si'u  of  Idhn 
(3),  and  lather  of  Juili;e  Samuel  II.  llimtington. 
was  born  Dec.  30,  1759,  in  iolkuul.  He  stuilieii 
law  with  Gideon  t^lran^er,  of  Sufrield,  and  with  John 
Trumbull,  afterward  judi;e  of  the  superior  court, 
and  was  ailmitted  to  the  iJar  at  Hartford  in  1789. 
He  established  him^elf  in  tJie  practice  of  law 
at  Sutiield  in  1790,  and  soon  attained  eminence 
in  'his  profession.  Jn  180O  lie  was  appointed, 
by  Jefferson,  attorney  for  C(Minecticm.  and  he  held 
this  oftice  until  1829.  While  residing  in  Sufheld 
he  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  in  several  sessions  of  the  Legislature, 
from  -May,  1802,  to  October,  1805.  In  1801  he  had 
been  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  under  the 
bankrupt  law  of  the  United  States,  and  held  the 
ofF  e  about  two  years.  In  1813  he  removed  to  Hart- 
ford, where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death, 
•which  occurred  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  ?^Iav  27,  1842. 
Mr.  Huntington  was  marked  for  his  great  ability, 
which  made  him  deservedly  popular.  While  in  Suf- 
field,  Oct.  5,  1788,  he  married  Susan  Kent,  who  was 
born  Sept.  20,  1768.  Their  children  were:  Henry 
W'.,  Julia  A.,  Horace  A.,  Samuel  H.,  Hezekiah, 
Susan  L.,  and  Francis  J. 

(VTI)  Hon.  Samuel  Howard  Huntington,  son 
of  Hon.  Hezekiah,  was  born  Dec.  14,  1793.  in  Suf- 
field,  Conn.  He  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  18 18, 
and  after  being  admitted  to  the  Bar  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  law  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  where  his 
father  was  then  a  successful  lawyer  and  district  at- 
torney. He  married.  Oct.  25,  1825,  Catherine  H., 
daughter  of  George  Brinley,  of  Boston.  She  died 
July  21,  1832,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years  and 
five  months.  For  his  second  wife  he  married, 
October  19,  1835,  Sarah  Blair,  daughter  of  Rob- 
-ert  \\'atkinson.  He  always  lived  in  Hartford, 
where  from  the  very  start  of  his  business  life 
lie  was  a  successful  man  and  an  honored  citizen. 
In  1829  he  was  clerk  of  the  State  Senate.  He  w"as 
for  many  years  warden  of  Trinity  Church.  He 
"\vas  judge  of  the  county  court,  and  on  the  establish- 
ment of  the  court  of  claims,  in  ^^'ashington,  D.  C, 
Tie  was  elected  as  one  worthy  the  trust  to  be  reposed 
in  its  chief  clerk.  He  died  at  his  residence  in  Sum- 
ner street,  Hartford,  on  Feb.  4,  1880.  at  the  ad- 
"vanced  age  of  eighty-six  years.  '"He  had  been  a  man 
of  remarkably  vigorous  health  through  his  long  life; 
an  upright  man  of  good  habits  and  warm  hospitalitv, 
a  consistent  and  earnest  Episcopalian  through  life. 
At  the  age  of  eighty-five  he  walked  erect,  and  his 
step  was  lighter  than  most  men  of  younger  years. 
Several  weeks  before  his  death  he  wrote  an  article 
published  in  the  Times,  suggesting  that  the  question 
of  the  Asylum  street  railway  crossing  might  be 
solved  by  a  track  on  the  west  of  Asylum  Hill,  near 
Woodland  street,  meeting  the  roadbed  of  the  Con- 
■necticut  Western  road.    Though   his   health  and 


strength  had  been  failing  for  a  year  before  his 
tleath  the  article  showed  that  his  mintl  was  still 
clear." 

The  death  of  Mr.  1  hmtiiigton's  second  wife  oc- 
curred April        1870.    To  this  marriage' were  born 
children  as  follows  : 
]        (l)  Catherine  B.  Huntington  was  born  Jan.  i, 

;  1S37. 

j  (2)  ^larTa  C.  Hmniugton  was  born  Dec  27, 
I  1838. 

!        (3)    Robert   W.    Huntington,   of   the  United 
States  ^larine  Corp?-,  was  born  Dec.  3,  1840,  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.    C)n  th.e  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war 
he  was  a  Freshman  in  Trinity  College,  but  on  the 
call  of  his  country  he  enlisted  in  Gen.  Hawlev's 
I  Company,  1st  Conn.  \".  I.,  and  served  in  the  army 
I  until  September,  1861,  when  he  was  appointed  a 
j  lieutenant  in  the  [Marine  Corps.    He  has  been  in 
1  the  service  continuously  from  that  time  to  the  fall 
j  of  1899.    On  Jime  21,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to 
i  the  rank  of  captain.    He  was  senior  Marine  Corps 
!  officer  at  Samoa,  and  was  on  board  the  ""Trenton."' 
After  the  destruction  of  the  ships  in  the  hurricane 
there  of  1887,  he  was  in  command  of  the  marine 
forces  on  shore,  which  forces  laid  out  the  encamp- 
ment, administered  discipline,  etc.    On  Oct.  24,  1889, 
Capt.  Huntington  was  promoted  to  major,  and  Feb. 
I  2,  1897,  he  became  lieutenant-colonel.    During  the 
j  late  war  with  Spain  Col.  Huntington  was  in  charge 
\  of  a  battalion  about  650  strong.    They  sailed  on  the 
!  ""Panther,"  and  were  encamped  in  Florida  for  some 
I  time  before  starting  for  Cuba.     Immediately  on 
j  reaching  Guantanamo  Bay,  they  were  landed  on 
I  Friday,  June  10,  under  cover  of  a  warship,  and  all 
j  day  Saturday  and  until  Sunday  forenoon  the  Span- 
j  ish  forces  on  land  kept  up  a  bushwhacking  fight, 
I  killing  four  men  and  wounding  several  others.  En- 
!  trenchmerits,  however,  were  thrown  up,  in  spite  of 
I  the  opposition  of  the  enemy,  their  attack  lasting  a 
I  week,  and  being  made  chiefly  at  night.    The  landing 
j  was  of  great  value,  and  little  Camp  McCalla,  as 
j  it  was  named,  became  famous  in  American  history. 
The  brave  effort  of  the  men  was  one  of  the  heroic 
events  of  the  Cuban  campaign.    One  of  the  results 
of  the  landing  was  to  secure  for  the  blockading 
!  squadron  a  safe  anchoraee  and  a  smoother  sheet  of 
I  water  for  coaling.    It  was  an  important  move,  and 
I  was  executed  with  judgment  and  skill.  For  merito- 
j  rious  service  Col.  Huntington  was  recently  promoted 
!  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  the  next  highest  in  the  marine 
corps.    He  was  retired  from  active  service  Jan.  10, 
1900. 

In  November,  1865,  Col.-  Huntington  was  mar- 
ried to  Janf  Lathrop  Trnmljull,  great-granddaugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Trumbull.  She  died  on  March  3, 
1868,  leaving  two  sons.  In  1879  Col.  Huntington 
married  Elizabeth  S.  Whipple,  daughter  of  Gen. 
Amiel  Whipple,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam.  The  Colonel's  sons  are:  Robert  W.  Hunt- 
ington, Jr.,  secretary  and  actuary  of  the  Connecti- 
'  cut  General  Life  Insurance  Co.,  Plartford;  and  Rev. 
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j'.iiiiol  Truinhull  1  luntinguii;,  iii.>\v  a  missionary  in 
china. 

(41  Samuel  iluminj;tc)n  was  burn  Dtc.  17,  1S4J, 
and  rcbitlcs  at  I'lainluld,  .New  Jersey. 

(;)    llenrv  Jluntniyiun   uas  born  ^Nlarch  27, 

I  (j )  Sarah  li  and  (J)  LHzabclh  .\.  llunlinyton 
(ih'W  Mrs.  Charles  j.  l^olel,  were  burn  Xov.  30, 


i:i)\\ARl)  I  F.XX  CAVLORD,  the  heaviest 
)and  owner  in  iiristul  and  J '.urHngton,  Conn.,  own- 
jii;.,'  over  JSoo  acres  and 're^idir.;^  on  a  129-acre  tract 
on  I'caceablc  street,  Bristol,  was  born  July  31,  184S, 
in  Svracnse,  X.  Y.  He  is  a  son  of  \Villiam  Lewis 
and  Xancy  (Femi  )  Caylord,  and  a  brother  of  [Mar- 
vin Lewis  Caylord,  in  whose  biography  may  be 
found  tiic  lineage  of  the  Gaylord  family  from  Eng- 
land's lirst  pilgrnu  of  the  name  to  the  present  gen- 
eration. 

Ldward  P.  Gaylord  was  eight  years  of  age 
\vhen  the  family  removed  from  New  York  State 
to  Kansas,  where  he  was  first  sent  to  school;  but 
Ins  privileges  there  were  limited,  as  in  1S61  his 
widowed  mother  and  her  two  sons  returned  to 
Connecticut,  of  which  State  she  was  a  native,  and 
.«;ettlcd  in  Burlington.  Here  Edward  F.  found  bet- 
ter opportunities  for  securing  an  education,  and 
attended  school  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  wdien 
he  apprenticed  himself  for  five  years  at  wood-tttrn- 
ing  with  Lewis  !NL  Jones,  of  Burlington.  At  the 
conclusion  of  his  term  of  apprenticeship  he  went  on 
the  road  to  handle  a  patent  broiler  for  a  Y'ork 
(Penn.)  firm,  and  canvassed  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
\\'cst  \'irginia  and  Connecticut  one  year ;  durmg 
the  following  year  he  was  employed  at  wood-turn- 
ing in  the  Stanley  Rule  &  Level  Works  at  Xew 
Britain.  Pie  then  bought  the  farm  of  129  acres 
on  Peaceable  street,  Bristol,  on  wdiich  he  now  makes 
his  home.  He  pays  but  little  attention  to  farming, 
devoting  his  immense  estate  of  over  800  acres  to 
other  purposes.  He  has  a  large  dairy  and  whole- 
sales his  milk  to  another  party ;  he  also  deals  in 
g:rain  and  feed  of  all  kinds,  and  employs  all  the 
year  round,  a  force  of  from  fifteen  to  fifty  men  in 
his  different  lines  of  business.  He  has  a  contract 
tor  sprinkling  tlie  streets  of  Bristol,  and  formerly 
had  a  contract  for  keeping  in  repair  eighty  miles 
of  road  in  the  town.  Besides  his  wood  business, 
wliich  is  a  secondary  consideration,  he  owns  and 
operates  a  portable  sawmill,  which  he  runs  the  year 
round.  He  also  deals  in  horses,  bu  ymg  anfl  sellmg. 

Mr.  Gaylord  was  united  in  marriage  Sept.  15, 
1869,  with  }kliss  Martha  Caroline  Tuttle,  daughter 
of  Luther  L.  and  INLartha  (Lowery)  Tuttle,  of 
Bristol,  and  a  very  interesting  familv  of  three  chil- 
dren has  been  born  to  them:  Luther  Lewis,  born 
March  7,  1873,  married  Feb.  15,  1899.  ]\liss  Edna 
Lewis,  of  Farmington,  and  is  now  living  in  Hart- 
ford, where  he  is  confidential  clerk  for  the  Cape- 
well  Horsenail  Co. ;  Charles  Edward,  born  Oct. 


31,  1876,  who  has  charge  of  all  his  father's  machin- 
ery, marrici-l  Aliss  .May  Lydia  Stone,  of  BurHng- 
lun,  Jan.  J'l,  l^^99,  anil  has  one  clnld,  .Margenc 
May;  Jennie  .\larUia,  born  .\iarcli  9,  1884,  is  at- 
itndmg   the   Bristol   high  school,  class  ut  1901. 

Ahnough  not  strictly  a  farmer,  Edward  henn 
Gaylord  takes  a  deep  interest  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. F'or  two  years  he  was  president  of  the  Bris- 
tol Agricultural  Society;  has  acted  as  chief  mar- 
shal of  the  Bristol  F'air  Association,  and  has  had 
the  management  of  the  horse  exhibit  at  the  Fair. 
He  is  a  member  of  \\'hig-\-ille  Grange,  No.  48,  of 
P>urlington,  of  which  he  has  served  several  years  as 
master;  is  a  member  of  Pomona  Grange,  of  which 
he  is  the  past  overseer  and  present  master,  and  his 
wife  is  also  a  member  of  the  P.  of  PL  ^Ir.  Gaylord 
and  his  family  are  devout  members  of  the  Prospect 
Aiethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  he  has 
always  been  an  active  Republican. 

FRAXKLIX  BEXJAAHX  BYIXGTOX,  who 
is  living  in  retirement  on  South  street,  near  the  cor- 
ner of  Main,  Bristol,  was  born  in  W'olcott,  Xew 
Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  June  7,  1840,  a  son  of  X'oali 
Fienry  and  Parley  (Perkins)  Byington. 

Xoah  Byington,  grandfather  of  Franklin  B., 
lived  in  that  part  of  Bristol  town  now  known  as 
Edgewood,  was  a  surveyor,  and  owned  the  property 
now  known  as  the  2\luzzy  farm.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  by  his  first  wife,  wdiose  name  is  not  now 
known,  he  had  two  children,  Welles  and  Charles. 
By  his  second  union,  with  Ruth  Manross,  of  Bristol, 
he  also  had  two  children,  Xoah  Henry,  father  of  our 
stibject,  and  tVanklin  B.,  who  died  young.  Welles 
was  a  tinner,  and  had  a  shop  in  Bristol  for  many 
years ;  he  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church.  Charles,  who  was  a  physician,  practiced 
first  in  Bristol,  then  for  a  number  of  years  in  Xew 
Haven,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two. 

Xoah  Henry  Byington,  born  in  Bristol  iii  Sep- 
tember, iSio,  graduated  from  Y'ale  Medical  School, 
practiced  in  Wolcott  sixteen  years,  and  then  in 
Southington  until  his  death,  Dec.  2p,  1878.  He 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  was  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  a  member 
of  Washington  Conmiandery,  Hartford.  To  his 
marriage  with  ^liss  Parley  Perkins,  wdio  was  born 
Oct.  23,  1817,  a  daughter  of  Green  Perkins,  of  Wol- 
cott, were  born  two  children:  Charles  Henry,  Feb. 
12,  1838,  a  mechanic,  who  died  in  Southington  Jan. 
12,  1865;  and  Franklin  B.  ,  The  mother  died  in 
X\nv  Ilaven,  April  7,  1891.  Mr.  Byington  was  a 
Democrat,  and  active  in  politics,  serving  a  number 
of  years  as  first  selectman  of  his  town,  which  he 
represented  two  terms  in  the  State  Legislature. 

Franklin  B.  Byington  attended  school  in  Wol- 
cott until  eight  years  old.  In  April,  1849,  the  fam- 
ilv removed  to  Southington,  wdiere  he  finished  his 
education,  grafluating  from  Lewis  Academy  in 
June,  1857.  In  the  following  July  he  entered 
Bradlev  &  Woodruffs  drug  store,  in  the  same  town. 
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aiul  romaiiioil  until  1801.  whoii  ho  cnterctl  the  ilis- 
j)onsary  of  the  hospital  at  \c\v  liavcn.  uiicrc  he 
>])ciit  the  \ears  i8()J  and  iSO^;  he  then  went  into 
I'eck  &  ^nnth's  i^eneral  store,  a>  clerk  for  two 
years,  and  next  went  to  I'laintield,  \.  _!..  where  he 
and  a  -Mr.  Lewis  farmed  a  i)arinershii)  in  the 
dry-goods  trade,  under  the  style  oi  Lewis  Cs:  I'.v- 
ington ;  two  years  later  Mr.  Lew  is  bought  out 
Mr.  r>yington's  interest. 

^Ir.  liymglon  now  returned  to  Southington  and 
startetl  in  the  coal,  wood  and  luniher  trade,  in 
partnership  with  Dennis  Ihistol.  imder  the  stvle 
of  J.  D.  Bristol  &  L'c..  which  was  maintained  aliout 
four  years,  when  our  subject  sold  his  interest  to 
.Mr.  llristol.  ^Ir.  r>yington  next  accepted  a  posi- 
tion with  the  -luna  Xut  Co.,  of  Scuthington.  in 
which  he  had  charge  of  the  \ard  and  freight  for 
six  years,  resigning  in  187S,  since  when  he  has 
lived  in  retirement.  In  iSSi  he  located  in  Xew 
Haven,  where  he  lived  until  i8y2,  when  he  came 
to  Bristol  and  erected  his  present  modern  home. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  .'Etna  Xut  Co.,  and  the 
Peck,  Stow  it  Wilcox  Co.,  both  of  Southington. 

Mr.  Byington  is  affiliated  with  Franklin  Loilge, 
No.  56,  F.  &  A.  ^L.  of  Bristol,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  Dwight  Place  Congregational 
Church  at  Xew  Haven.  In  politics  he  was  formerly 
a  Democrat,  but  was  always  in  favor  of  the  gold 
standard  for  redemption  inoney. 

On  Mav  6,  1868,  Mr.  Byington  was  married  to 
Miss  Maria  Theresa  Thorpe,  who  was  liorn  Dec. 
14,  1841.  a  daughter  of  Lauren  and  Katherine 
(Byington)  Thorpe,  of  Southington.  They  have 
had  no  children. 

ADDISOX  LEWIS  CLARK  (deceased)  was 
born  at  \\'ebster,  Alass..  Dec.  4.  183:?.  He  came 
of  stanch  Revolutionary  stock,  his  grandfather  hav- 
ing been  Asahel  Clark,  who  served  as  a  patriot 
soldier  in  1776. 

Asahel  Clark  was  born  at  Woodstock,  Conn.,  and 
was  one  of  the  gallant  devoted  band  of  raw  recruits 
who  marched  to  the  defense  of  Boston  in  April, 
1775,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He 
afterward  served  under  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  sufter- 
ed  in  the  camp  at  Peekskill,  X.Y. :  followed  ^IcPher- 
son  into  Pennsylvania,  took  part  at  Germantown, 
and  underwent  the  horrors  of  the  winter  at  \"al- 
ley  Forge. 

Lathrop  Clark,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Woodstock,  Conn.,  Aug.  12.  17S7,  and  died  X'ov.  16, 
1856.  On  Oct.  22,  18 14,  he  married  Lucy  Perrin, 
who  was  born  April  22,  1.796,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Addison  L.  was  the 
youngest.  The  others,  in  order  of  birth  were :  ^^'ar- 
ren.born  Sept.  9,  i8i5,died  in  1896;  Asahel  D.,born 
July  23.1817, died  March  16,  1867:  Charles  L.,bor:i 
Feb.  27. 18  [9, died  in  1893:  Eden  P., born  May  19, 
1821;  Francis  W.,born  Feb.  5,1823;  Abiah  L.,born 
!May  25,  1824,  died  June  25,  1879:  Lucy  A.,  born 
May  25,  1826,  died  March  4,  1830;  Otis,  born  June 


I,  1828.  and  Lucy  .\.  [>),  l)orn  Julv  16,  1830.  The 
mother  of  these  dying  n'l  1S34,  Mr.  Clark,  two  years 
later,  mai-ricd  .Mis-;  Sarah  LluKIs,  I)v  which  luiion 
there  were  tw.i  children:  Gcnrge  M.,  l)orn  March 
22.  1837.  and  ji'lin  W'..  hiwn  Ai)rd  25,  183c).  (  )i  this 
large  tannly  uf  thirteen  children  onfy  Liicv  A.  sur- 
vives. She  is  the  wife  of  Lebbeus  Bissell,  treasurer 
of  the  Savings  i'.ank  of  Rockville,  Connecticut. 

Our  subject's  father  was  in  very  moderate  cir- 
cumstances, and  w  hen  the  \)ny  was  but  twelve  vears 
old  he  was  giad  to  go  xo  Woodstock,  Conn.,  his  fa- 
ther s  old  home,  and  secin-e  work  with  a  farmer. 
Deacon  Lyoii.  for  his  board  and  clothes.  Subse- 
quently he  returned  to  \\"ei)ster  (Mass.),  and  ob- 
tained a  situation  in  the  Slater  Woolen  Mills. 
From  there  he  ilrifted  to  Winsted,  Conn.,  and  later 
to  Rockville.  alternating  between  the  three  points 
without  special  motive.  l-"inallv  he  went  to  Xor- 
wich  wdiere  his  skill  and  fidelitv  earned  him  promo- 
tion to  the  po^t  of  superintendent,  and  it  was  while 
there  that  he  married,  for  his  tirst  wife,  Miss  Julia 
Andrews,  by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Addison 
L.  (deceased  I.  antl  Josephine  (Mrs.  Cooper  Robe- 
son, of  Springfield).  Leaving  Xorwich  he  settled 
at  Philmont,  X.  Y.,  where  he  began  the  manufacture 
of  cashmeres,  remaining  there  several  years,  when 
he  went  to  Xorth  Conway,  ^^lass.,  still  carrying  on 
the  manufacture  of  woolens.  In  187 1  he  estab- 
lished himself  at  ^Manchester,  purchasing  the  old 
Keeney  Mills  at  Manchester  Green.  This  prop- 
erty was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  ^Ir.  Clark  erected  a 
new  and  greatly  improved  mill  upon  the  same 
site,  operated  by  the  Glastonbury  Knitting  Co., 
of  which  concern  he  was  the  president.  The  cor- 
poration owned  three  plants,  the  other  two  being 
located  in  the  village  of  Addison  (so  named  in  his 
honor),  and  in  the  town  of  Glastonbury.  L'nder 
the  energetic  guidance  and  skillful  business  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Clark  these  properties  were  so 
successfulh-  developed  that  they  became  the  most 
valuable  mills  in  Hartford  county. 

In  politics  our  subject  was  a  Republican.  He 
was  self-made  in  the  best  sense  of  that  term;  and 
self-educated  as  well,  his  earlv  scholastic  advantages 
being  such  as  he  could  obtain  at  a  district  school  be- 
fore reaching  the  age  of  twelve  years.  Later  he  at- 
tended a  business  college  for  a  time,  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  bookkeeping,  etc.  At  his  death,  Jan. 
20.  1896,  he  left  an  estate  valued  at  $200,000,  accu- 
mulated through  his  own  hard  work,  sound  judg- 
ment and  constant  probity.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  ]vlr.  Clark  married.  Jan.  5,  1883,  Miss 
Luella  T.  Talcott,  of  East  Hartford,  Conn.  One 
child  was  born  to  this  marriage  but  died  in  infancy. 
!Mr5.  Clark  survives  him,  and  resides  in  Hartford. 

CALMX  WILLIAM  JACQUES,  M.  D.,  who 
passed  awa\-  r\[arch  21.  1891,  at  his  home  in  the 
town  of  Manchester,  was  engaged  in  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  there  for  almost  a  half  centurv, 
and  his  memorv  will  long  be  cherished  throu'rhoiit 
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that  section  of  Ilartt\>rd  county  by  tlic  many  who 
learned  to  love  anil  lionor  hun  durnig  his  long-  and 
useful  career.  i 

Dr.  Jacques  \va>,  as  his  nanio  would  suggest,  of 
Trench  ancestry  in  the  paternal  line,  his  great-grand- 
father who  was  a  native  of  !•  ranee,  coming  to  this 
countrv  with  Lal'ayette,  of  whom  lie  was  a  rela- 
tive, and  in  whose  service  he  was  an  officer.  His 
wile  was  an  English  lady.  Amos  Jacques,  the 
Doctor's  grandfather,  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  1.,  ! 
and  married  Freelove  W'cstcoti.  an  American  huly. 
Amos  Jacques,  father  of  Calvin  W'.,  was  born  in 
Sterling.  \Vindham  Co.,  Conn.,  in  the  eastern  part  : 
of  the  State,  and  became  a  man  of  means,  owning 
a  large  estate  at  his  native  place.  He  moved  to  a 
farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Rockville.  Tolland  Co.,  Conn. 
He  married  .Miss  Mary  Kenyon,  of  i'laintield,  Conn., 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children :  Cal- 
vin \\  illiam,  Adonirum  Judson,  John  J.  and  Xar- 
cissa  E.  The  last-named  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  | 
Isaac  Sperry,  and  now  resides  in  W'aterbury,  Con- 
necticut. ' 

Calvin  W.  Jacques  was  born  ^larch  24,  1822,  at 
Tolland,  Conn.,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  He 
attended  the  common  schools,  also  the  academies  at 
Plainfield  and  W'estlieldj  and  when  but  sixteen  years 
old  commenced  teaching,  meanwhile  continuing  his  j 
studies.    Beginning  preparation  for  his  profession 
when  quite  young,  he  read  first  with  a  doctor  of  ! 
New  Haven,  and  later  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Johnson,  j 
of  Hartford,  with  whom  he  practiced  for  a  short  ; 
time  after  graduating.    In  1844  he  came  to  the  \ 
town  of  Manchester,  locating  at  Buckland's  Cor-  ' 
ners,  and  here  continuing  in  the  active  duties  of  his 
calling  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  remarking    n  | 
his  deathbed  that  he  was  dying  "in  the  harness." 
From  the  start  he  met  with  most  encouraging  suc- 
cess, and  during  his  later  years  his  practice  was  so 
large  that  he  was  obliged  to  devote  his  entire  time  i 
to  its  demands,  relinquishing  pleasures  and  other  j 
activities  which  he  also  enjoyed  in  order  to  give  ^ 
prop>er  attention  to  his  numerous  patients.    His  re- 
mains were  interred  in  the  Buckland  cemetery,  his 
brethren  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  taking  charge 
of  the  funeral  services.    Dr.  Jacques  was  not  a  i 
member  of  any  church,  but  attended  services,  and 
contributed  generously  to  church  work  and  religious 
enterprises.      With  an  intelligent  and  progressive 
comprehension  of  the  needs  of  the  community,  he 
was  a  valuable  citizen,  and  was  honored  with  elec- 
tion to  the  State  Legislature,  in  which  he  served 
ably  and  faithfully.    Since  ^Manchester  became  a  \ 
town  only  three  Democrats  have  attained  that  dig-  i 
nity,  the  other  two  being  Ralph  Cheney  and  Francis 
W.  Cowles.  ! 

At  Btickland  Dr.  Jacques  formed  the  acquain-  ! 
tance  of  Miss  Anna  Griswold  Buckland,  whom  he  \ 
married  about  a  year  after  settling  there,  and  in  ' 
1847  he  built  the  niain  part  of  the  beautiful  residence  : 
now  occupied  by  his  widow  and  in  which  they  made  | 
their  permanent  home.    During  their  earlier  mar-  ' 
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ried  lil'e  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jacques  traveled  extensively 
throughout  the  L'nited  States;  but  his  increasing 
practice  kept  him  closely  at  home  for  a  number  of 
years  prior  to  his  decease. 

Mrs.  Anna  Griswe^ld  (^Buckland)  Jacques  was 
born  in  the  town  of  .Manchester,  daughter  of  Tudor 
and  Annie  (, Griswold )  Buckland,  and,  as  her  mother 
tlied  a  few  days  after  her  birth  and  her  father  hve 
months  later,  she  was  reared  by  her  maternal  grand- 
parents, Daniel  \V.  and  Esther  (Case)  Griswold. 
She  attended  the  public  and  private  school  of  her 
native  place,  and  !Miss  Bulkeley's  private  school  on 
Temple  street,  Hartford. 

The  GKrs\\X)LD  family  is  descended  from  George 
Griswold,  called,  in  his  epitaph,  Armiger  of  Kenil- 
worth,  in  Warwickshire,  England,  and  for  several 
vears  during  the  life  of  his  father,  Francis  Gris- 
wold, was  described  as  of  Lyme,  in  Dorsetshire, 
where  he  was  married.  Of  the  ancestors  of  George 
Griswold  several  were  members  of  Parliament,  and 
one.  Philip  Griswold,  was  honorably  distinguished 
in  arms  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  \'  and  \T. 

The  sons  of  George  Griswold  with  a  single  ex- 
ception removed  to  New  England.  Edward, 
whose  name  appears  to  have  been  changed  from 
Francis,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  at  W  indsor  in 
1633.  ^latthew  Griswold  also  established  himself 
originally  at  the  same  place.  Edward  Griswold,  the 
first  settler,  was  the  father  of  George  Griswold. 
The  latter  was  the  father  of  Daniel  Griswold,  wha 
married  Mindwell,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Bissel, 
Feb.  3,  1680.  Daniel  Griswold  was  the  father  o£ 
Daniel.  Jr.,  who  married  Sarah  White  in  17 16. 
Daniel  Griswold,  Jr.,  was  the  father  of  White  Gris- 
wold, born  in  ^Manchester,  Oct.  22,  1727,  wdio  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Cheney.  White  Griswold  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  the  following 
is  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  him  at  Fort  George, 
to  a  friend.  A  few  words  are  illegible,  owing 
to  the  fading  of  the  ink  or  to  the  creases  made  in 
folding  the  letter,  which  after  much  wear  in  open- 
ing and  refolding  has  become  almost  worn  through 
in  places. 

Fort  George,  Aug.  10,  1 T7R. 

Sir: 

Although  at  a  great  distance  from  you  yet  I  have  an  op- 
portunity  which  I  gladly  embrace  to  let  you  know  soinethinsr 
of  my  circumstances  since  I  came  from  home.  But  where 
and  how  to  begin  I  am  at  a  loss,  fur  the  time  is  short  in  which 
I  have  to  write,  therefore  *  must  be  short,  I  have  been- 
into  Canada  as  far  as  the  i>  Rivers,  90  miles  above  Quebec, 
which  is  "278  from  this  place,  and  on  the  march  have  under- 
went an  unknown  ortle-al,  both  by  fatigue  and  want  of  (pro- 
visions, also  by  the  small  pox,  so  that  we  have  undergone 
almost  everything  but  death.  But  thanks  be  to  God  I  and 
my  son  are  in  comfortable  circumstances  at  present,  for 
which  I  desire  I  mav  ever  be  sensible  of  God's  goodness  to 
us,  and  walk  answerable  to  mercies  received,  for  which  I 
desire  your  prayers  that  I  may  so  do  and  be  returned  to  my 
family  and  friends  in  due  time,  with  a  sense  of  His  goodness 
to  me;  and  that  I  may  e\  er  set  God  as  present  before  my 
eyes,  that  I  may  not  sin  against  Him.  I  and  Asa  [his  son)' 
are  both  at  work  at  Fort  George  at  the  joiner's  business,  in 
which  I  ho;)e  we  shall  continue,  but  it  is  uncertain  how  it 
will  be,  for  we  know  not  hut  we  shall  be  called  from  this 
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place  in  a  short  linu',  aini  to  what  hii.-incss  is  uncoriain.  As 
to  m-vvs,  I  h.ive  n<.t  much  lo  wnu-,  tor  wt;  lion't  know  nuicli 
about  thi-  atlairs  ol'  ihi-  artny  at  Fort  George.  It  is  very 
sickly  ami  a*  *  *  tiir.t.-.  Thtrt-  are  some  days  nearly  'JO  nu  n 
InirK  il.  aiul  I  believe  iMt  a  itay  hut  smnlry  men  are  buried. 
To  view  ilie  iu)sp.!.i:  and  see  the  liead  carried  to  the  j;rave 
(if  risrlitly  so  considered!  is,  1  believe,  the  most  melancholy 
place  and  time  th.u  w.is  ever  in  .\inerica.  l-"or  tins  it  lie- 
comes  the  innliabu.ints  ot  the  iand  to  humble  themsL-ives 
before  God,  who  isable  to  avert  the  juds,'nu'nt  which  we  feel, 
and  turn  tri)m  sin  to  Him  by  true  and  unfeii,'ned  repentance 
and  imjilore  His  for^ivinLr  love  and  that  he  would  return  in 
mercy  to  us  and  grant  the  pardon  ot  all  sin,  which  is  the 
cause  of  all  evils  which  we  feel.  Our  business  for  some 
days  ['ast  has  been  makiny  coliins.  The  dead  have  been 
chieily  buried  without  till  I  hursday,  the  8th  of  Auirust,  we 
made  ^,  Friday  S,  antl  Saturday  8;  ail  but  one  were  used  as 
soon  as  tliey  were  made,  and  i  don't  see  but  it  is  likely  to 
continue,  as  in  time  past.  I  countetl  the  graves  Saturdav 
night,  the  10th  of  August,  and  there  were  loO  graves,  and 
sundry  have  two  bodies  in  them,  and  'tis  not  uiore  than 
thirty  days  since  the  first  was  buried  there.  1  can  at  pres- 
ent give  no  more  intelligence,  but,  as  1  said  before,  1  believe 
there  is  not  a  more  melancholy  place  in  America  than  tliis, 
if  rightiy  so  considered,  although  death  is  so  frequent  'tis 
minded  among  the  greater  part  of  the  soldiers  no  more  than 
among  a  herd  of  cattle,  which  makes  it  the  more  doleful  to 
behold.  I  shall  conclude  with  wishing  you  and  ail  friends 
health  and  peace,  both  in  time  and  eternity.  This  from  your 
sincere  f-riend  and  humble  servant.     White  Griswold. 

P.  S.,  Sir:  I  don't  *  *  *  by  not  mentioning  in  [)articular 
and  by  name"  **  son  and  daughter,  but  desire  you  would 
give  my  most  kind  regards  to  tnem,  and  let  them  know  by 
the  above  lines  the  situation  we  are  in,  for  as  1  told  you  be- 
fore we  arc  well  and  live  well  at  present.  In  writing  to  you 
'tis  the  same  as  though  I  wrote  to  each  of  them  in  particular, 
so  fare  ye  well. 

White  Griswold  died  a  British  prisoner  at  Phil- 
adelphia. His  son,  Daniel  W  hite  Griswold,  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  Mrs.  Jacques,  was  a  native 
of  the  town  of  Manchester,  and  was  an  extensive 
farnier  and  landowner  near  Buckland's  Corners,  in 
that  town,  where  his  daughter,  Annie.  ]\Irs.  Jacques' 
mother,  was  born.  On  the  paternal  side,  Mrs. 
Jacques  is  a  granddaughter  of  Capt.  Peter  Buckland. 

WILLIAM  ALMEROX  TERRY,  retired,  with 
residence  in  Bristol,  is  a  native  of  that  town,  born 
Oct.  14,  1828,  and  is  a  descendant  of  English  an- 
cestry several  generations  removed. 

Samuel  Terry,  great-great-great-great-great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1633-34  in 
or  near  Barnet,  England.  He  came  to  America  to 
serve  one  William  Pynchon,  who  got  into  difficulties 
with  the  authorities  in  England  on  account  of  cer- 
tain theological  views  set  forth  by  him  in  a  pam- 
phlet he  published,  and  consequently  had  to  leave 
his  native  land  never  to  return.  On  Jan.  7.  1654- 
55,  the  town  of  Springfield  granted  to  Samuel  Terry 
ten  acres  of  land  in  "Chickkuppee  Plain,"  on  condi- 
tion that  he  remain  in  the  town  five  years.  In  1664 
he  was  granted  land  at  Enfield,  Conn.  He  was  by 
trade  a  linen  weaver,  and  was  also  something  of  a 
farnier.  He  served  as  constable,  also  as  survexor 
of  highways,  and  served  on  the  boundary  committee. 
While  discharging  his  duties  on  that  committee  he 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  his  son,  Samuel,  who 
was  a  mernber  of  the  same  committee  from  Enfield. 


On  Jan.  3,  1660-61,  he  married  Ann  Lobdell,  and 
their  children,  all  born  in  S[)ringfield,  Mass.,  were 
as  follows :  (_  i )  Samuel,  sketch  of  whom  follows. 
(J)  Ephraim.  born  Aug.  26,  l^^>63,  died  in  Siiring- 
held,  Mass.,  July  15,  mjo,  Iiciiig  tlrciwncd  in  the 
river.  (3)  Tliomas,  born  March  0,  i()(4-()5.  wa^ 
living  July  .'3,  1743;  he  married  (first)  in  Spring- 
held,  April  Ji,  1087,  Mar}-  Cooley,  born  June  Jy, 
1(159,  died  Dec.  16,  1720;  he  married  (second)  ]\Iay 
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married  (third)  .March  22,  1735-36,  W  idow  Han- 
nah Cliapin.  By  occupation  Thomas  Terry  was  a 
farmer  and  weaver ;  was  a  selectman  of  the  town  of 
Springfield,  and  often  held  minor  oftices.  (4)  }slary, 
born  July,  1667,  and  died  prior  to  Aug.  10,  1731. 
married  Nov.  5,  1690,  Jeremiah  Ilortun,  Jr.;  tlicy 
lived  in  Springfield.  (5)  Rebecca  (i),  born  July 
25,  1669,  died  Aug.  18,  1670.  (6)  A  daughter  was 
born  and  died  Dec.  12,  1670.  (7)  Ephraim.  born 
Eeb.  3,  1671-72,  and  died  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  Dec. 
7,  1760,  married  July  25,  1695,  Hannah  Eggleston ; 
he  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  aitd  was  a  deacon 
of  the  church  at  Windsor.  (8)  Rebecca  (2),  born 
Dec.  5,  1673,  and  died  June  2,  1745,  married  Sept. 

17,  1 69 1,  Abel  Wright,  a  large  land  owner  and  man 
of  affairs  in  Lebanon,  Conn.  (9)  Elizabeth,  burn 
^larch  25,  1677,  died  April  2,  1677.  (lo)  Ann 
(date  of  birth  unknown)  married  Jan.  it,  1693, 
John  Bliss,  of  Lebanon,  Conn.    Of  these, 

Samuel  Terry,  great-great-great-great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  July  iS,  1661,  in 
Enfield,  Conn.,  and  died  there  Jan.  2,  1730-31.  He 
married  (first)  May  17,  1682,  Hannah  Alorgan,  bcTn 
April  II,  1656,  died  Jan.  17,  1696-97;  married  (sec- 
ond) in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Jan.  4,  1697-9S,  [Mar- 
tha, widow  of  Benjamin  Crane,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
about  1666,  and  died  in  Enfield  Alay  29.  1743.  Sam- 
uel Terrv  settled  in  Enfield  about  1683,  and  was  a 
farmer ;  at  times  held  such  local  offices  as  constable 
and  selectman,  and  several  times  served  as  ensign 
in  the  local  militia,  in  which  he  became  a  captain 
in  1716.  Fie  was  a  man  of  exemplary  piety,  prom- 
inent in  the  church,  and  is  styled  "gentleman"  in 
the  public  record  of  his  appointment  as  adminis- 
trator to  his  father's  estate.  A  brief  record  of  his 
children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Enfield,  is  as 
follows.  By  first  marriage:  (  1  )  Hannah,  born  Xov. 

18,  1684,  married  William  Bement.  March  3,  1706- 
7.  (2)  Samuel,  born  March  26.  i(xjo.  (3)  Rebecca, 
born  Xov.  15,  1692,  married  John  Pasco,  Jan.  5, 
1712-13.  (4-5)  Twin  sons,  born  June  6.  died  Feb. 
13,  1694-5.  (6)  Ebenezer,  Ijorn  March  31,  1696,  died 
Aug.  2,  1780,  married  Mary  Helms,  who  was  born 
1702,  died  April  5,  1764.  He  was  a  physician,  a 
man  of  wealth  and  prominence  and  represented  the 
town  of  Enfield  in  the  Legislature.  Samuel  Terry's 
children  by  second  marriage:  (i)  Benjamin,  born 
Oct.  13,  i6(j8,  died  F"eb.  20.  1795,  married  March 
29,  1721,  Hannah  Pease;  he  was  a  blacksmith  in 
FIrifield.  (2)  Ei)hraim,  sketch  of  v.hum  follows.  (3) 
Jacob,  born  Feb.  20,  1703-04,  died  April  23,  1779, 
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niarricil  May  7.  17,^0.  Mary  I'casc;  he  ua>  a  farmer 
»pt   I'.nlioul.    (,4!    Martha,  horn  iS,  170:^-01.). 

dicil  March,  i7o5-t)(>.  (5)  Kniatlian.  hti;ii  Nov.  17. 
1707.  dioil  Sept.  13.  I7n3.  married  in  173S  Sarah 
I'tase.  i'.y  trade  he  was  a  blacksmith  in  Eiih.Kl; 
in  the  later  years  of  ln^  hte  he  jonicci  the  sociei\- 
kiuiwn  as  Shakers,  in  Enfield.  (t<)  Isaac,  born 
April  17.  1710-  *-l'e'<.l  Oct.  Ji.  17.SJ.  married  in 
Sprini^tield,  Mass.,  July  18,  1734,  Margaret  Down- 
ing; he  followed  ^hoemaking  in  Enheld.    Of  these, 

Epliraim  Terry,  gieat-great-great-grandfatb.er 
of  oiir  subject,  was  born  in  Enfield  Oct.  24,  1701. 
and  died  there  ( )ct.  14.  1783.  I  Je  was  a  tanner  in 
Enlieid,  and  a  major  in  the  militia.  He  married 
Sept.  13,  1 722-23,  Ann  (daug-hter  of  Rev.  Xa- 
thaniel  and  Alice  (Adams)  Collins),  who  was 
l)orn  Dec.  20,  1702,  and  died  Sept.  10,  1778.  She 
was  the  great-great-granddaughter  of  Cjov.  Will- 
iam r.radfortl,  of  I'lymcuth  Colony,  who  came  from 
Englanti  in  the  "Mayflower."  Their  children,  all 
Lorn  in  Enfield:  (i)  ^lary,  born  Jan.  i,  1723-24, 
married  Xov.  29,  1739,  Ebenezer  Pease.  (2)  Sam- 
uel, sketch  of  whom  follows.  (3)  Ephraim,  born 
May  3.  1728,  died  Dec.  20,  1807,  married  Dec.  30, 
175'),  Martha  Olmstead :  he  was  a  farmer  in  En- 
field. (4)  Nathaniel,  born  June  3,  1730,  died  Feb. 
20,  1792,  married  Abiah  Dwight.  He  was  a  cap- 
lain  in  the  militia,  and  on  the  day  following  the 
news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  he  set  out  for  Bos- 
ton with  fifty-nine  men ;  he  was  afterward  pro- 
moted to  Colonel ;  his  home  was  in  Enfield.  ( 5 ) 
Anne,  born  Aug.  17,  1732,  died  in  Westfield,  Mass., 
Oct.  5,  1764,  married  in  1750  John  Kellogg,  and 
lived  in  \\'estfield.  (6)  Lucy,  born  June  22,  1734, 
died  Dec.  16,  181 1,  is  said  to  have  married,  about 
1759,  Daniel  Dwight,  a  physician  and  surgeon.  (7) 
Elijah,  born  Aug.  4,  1736,  died  Xov.  7,  1707,  mar- 
ried Feb.  19,  1762.  Sarah  Parsons;  they  made  their 
home  in  Enfield.  (8)  Alice,  born  Aug.  23,  1738,  died 
Sept.  10,  1743.  (9)  Sybil,  born  Aug.  8,  1740,  died 
June  26,  1775.  married  Dec.  10,  1761,  Xathaniel 
Chapin ;  they  lived  in  Enfield.  (10)  Eliphalet,  born 
Dec.  24,  1742.  died  Xov.  2,  18 12,  married  Dec.  3, 
1765.  Marv  Hall;  he  was  a  lawver  in  Enfield,  a 
•deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  held 
A-arious  town  offices.    Of  these, 

Samuel  Terry,  great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  Oct.  18,  1725,  in  Enfield,  Conn., 
•infl  died  there  May  8,  1798.  He  was  an  innkeeper 
in  Enfield.  He  married  in  Westfield,  Mass.,  April 
•21.  1748,  Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel 
(Ashley)  Kellogg,  who  was  born  Oct.  24.  1730, 
and  (lied  Feb.  11,  1801.  Their  children,  all  born 
in  Enfield,  were  as  follows:  (i)  Samuel,  sketch  of 
whom  follows.  (2)  Alice,  born  June  26.  1752,  died 
March  22.  1830,  was  married  Dec.  23,  1773.  to 
Lemuel  Kingsbury,  of  Tolland.  Conn.  (3)  Mary, 
born  April  7,  1754,  died  Jan.  4.  1S08,  married  Aug. 
''5.  1774.  David  Shaw,  of  East  \\'indsor.  Conn.  (4) 
Asaph,  born  Xov.  15,  1756,  died  May  10,  1839,  ™ar- 
ried  (first)  July  21,  1778,  Penelope  McGregor}-, 


who  was  born  about  the  year  1758,  and  died  .March 
30,  1818.  He  married   (^secc'iid)   March  25.  1822, 
Xancy  Atwell,  of  Montville,  Conn.,  born  Mav  22. 
'  1793,  died  June  8,  1875.  Asajih  Terry  was  a  farmer 
l)y  occupation,  a  colonel  in  the  militia,  and  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.   (5)   Rhoda  .\nn,  born 
May  II,  1759,  died  Dec.  12,  1783.  was  married  May 
II,  1778,  to  Thaddeus  Billings,  Jr.,  of  Longmeadow, 
'  Mass.,  where  he  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  militia.  {6) 
Levi,  born  }^Iarch  30,  1761,  died  in  Xew  London, 
Aiarch  27,  1779,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Federal  army. 
[/)  Solomon,   Ixirn  Oct.  31,  1763,  died   May  25, 
j  1839,  married  (first)  Aug.  31,  1788,  Hannah  I'ease. 
i  who  was  born  Xov.  29,  1770,  and  died  >i larch  5, 
1808;  he  married  (second)  Sept.  6,  i8io,  Margaret 
,  Pease,  who  was  born  July  2,  1776,  and  died  Sept. 
i  7,  185 1  ;  he  lived  in  Enfield.  (8)  Sybil,  born  May  23, 
I  1769,  died  in  2\Iay.  1844,  was  married  (first)  Alarch 
i  -3-  17S5.  to  X'athaniel  Billings:  she  later  married 
Simeon  Pease,  who  was  born  Feb.  7,  1758,  and  died 
in  1S47;  they  lived  in  Enfield.  (9)  Ezekiel,  born 
}vlarch  I,  1775,  died   in   Alonson,   ]Mass.,  Apiil  7. 
j  1829,  married,  in  1795,  ^Nlary  Griswold ;  he  was  a 
!  Baptist  minister,  hymn  writer  and  printer.  They 
j  made  their  home  in  Alonson,  ]Mass.    Of  these, 
I       Samuel  Terry,  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
i  ject,  w^as  born  July  29,  1750,  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  and 
[  died  in  South  Windsor,  Conn.,  Xov.  11,  1838.  He 
w"as  a  farmer  and  tanner  in  East  Windsor  (now 
South  Windsor).    He   married    (first)    Dec.  16, 
1 77 1,  Huldah,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Hannah  (Mor- 
ton) Burnham,  who  was  born  April  30,  1752,  and 
died  'May  18,  1809;  he  married  (second)  Dorcas 
Buckland,  who  was  born  in  1759,  and  died  Aug. 
i  4.  1834.    A  brief  record  of  his  children,  all  born 
i  in  South  Windsor,  is  as  follows :   (  i )   Eli,  born 
;  April  13,  1772,  died  in  Terryville,  Conn.,  Feb.  24, 
i  1852,   married    (first)   IMarch    12,  1795.  Eunice, 
daughter  of  James  and  Eunice  (Dutton)  \\'arner, 
of  Plymouth,  Conn.,  born  ]\Iay  31,  1773,  died  in 
Plymouth  Dec.  15,  1839.    He  inarried  (second)  in 
Oct.  1840,  Airs.  Harriet  xA.nn  Peck,  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Anna  (Adams)  Pond,  of  Torrington, 
Conn.,  and  widow   of   Ozias  Peck,  of  Plymouth. 
She  was  born  Alay  10,  1804,  and  died  in  Torring- 
ton Aug.  22,  185 1.    Eli  was  a  clockmaker  by  trade, 
and  the  first  in  this  country  to  make  clocks  in  large 
quantities.    For  a  time  he  lived  in  Plymouth,  Conn., 
j  his  later  years  being  passed  in  the  village  of  Terry- 
ville, which  was  named  after  him.  (2)  Samuel,  a 
sketch  of  wdiom  follows.  (3)  Silas,  born  Dec.  15, 
1775,  died  Xov.  21.  181 1,  married  Chloe,  daughter 
j  of  Oliver  and  Mary  C.   (Foster)  Grant,  born  in 
Wapping,  Conn.,  Alay  15.  1786,  died  in  Hartford  in 
March,  1874:  he  was  a  farmer  in  South  Windsor. 
(4)  Huldah,  born  in  South  W'indsor  May  4,  1778. 
died  in  Enfield,  Sept.  11,  183 1.  married  Lemuel 
Kingsbury,  Jr.;  he  was  a  farmer  in  Enfield.  (3) 
Lucy,  born  Sept.  26,  1780,  died  in  West  Hartford 
Dec.  6,  1861,  married  Dyer,  son  of  Joseph,  Jr..  and 
i  Sybil  (Stoughton)  Xewberry ;  he  was  a  farmer  in 
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South  W'iiulsor.  {(■>)  Anno,  born  7,  1783.  ilicd 

Dec.  -;(\  17S4.  17.)  Xaonii.  born  ScjU.  21,  1787, 
(lieil  in  llariUird,  Dec.  1,  i8t)9,  was  married  in  May, 
1813.  to  W'iUiani,  son  of  John  anil  Lydia  ^.Sumner) 
Strong-,  born  July  24,  1785,  dieil  Xov.  10,  1841  ;  ho 
was  a  loatlior  inorchant  in  l  iarttortl.  (8  )  J  loraoo, 
born  Xov.  i).  1781).  died  in  i'l\nK>uth  Any.  i,  1840, 
married  Sally  W'aril.  Ixirn  in  1795,  died  Aug.  4, 
1870;  he  was  a  clock  maker  in  J'lymouth.  {g)  Clar- 
issa, born  Oct.  15.  1793.  died  in  Wositiold,  Mass., 
May  6.  1873,  married  Oct.  27,  1818.  Elislia  Galpin, 
son  of  .\mzi  and  Rosotta  (Warner)  Talmadge, 
born  in  Plymouth  Feb.  16.  1794.  dieil  July  28,  1835. 
He  was  a  maker  of  and  dealer  in  saddlery  goods 
in  \\'estfiold.  {10)  Joseph,  born  in  South  Windsor, 
Oct.  3.  1797,  died  in  Hartford  Oct.  25,  1875,  mar- 
ried in  South  Windsor  Oct.  8.  1821.  ^lary  Mather, 
daughter  of  John  Field  and  Marv  (Mather) 
I'ltch ;  she  was  born  in  South  Windsor  Sept.  3, 
1802.  Joseph  was  formerly  in  the  leather  busi- 
ness, was  quite  an  architect,  but  in  his  later  life  was 
a  farmer.    He  lived  in  Hartford.    Of  these, 

Samuel  Terry,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Jan.  24,  1774,  in  South  Windsor,  Conn., 
whence  he  removed  to  Bristol,  and  established  the 
Terry  Clock  factory,  which  he  conducted  for  a 
great  many  years,  his  son  Theodore  and  a  ]Mr.  An- 
drews, under  the  firm  name  of  Terry  &  Andrews, 
then  taking  hold  of  the  business.  Samuel  Terry 
after  this  change  commenced  the  manufacture  of 
large  tower  clocks,  one  of  which  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
tower  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Bristol.  In 
this  line  of  business  he  continued  until  his  death 
May  4,  1S53.  He  was  formerly  in  tlie  clock  busi- 
ness with  his  brother  Eli,  at  Terryville,  and  then 
came  to  Bristol,  as  above  related. 

Samuel  Terry  married  Esther  Gillett,  who  was 
born  Feb.  7,  1775,  and  died  in  Bristol.  Their  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  South  Windsor,  Conn.,  were  as 
follows  :  ( I )  Samuel  Steele,  sketch  of  whom  fol- 
lows. (2)  William,  born  Tune  13,  1800,  died  in  Dec, 
1822,  married  Dec.  24,  1821,  Xancy  Harris.  (3) 
Esther  G.,  born  Sept.  19,  iSoi.  (4)  Ralph  Ensign, 
born  March  4,  1804,  married  Oct.  9,  1844,  Ruth 
Lewis,  daughter  of  William  and  Julia  A.  (Bots- 
ford)  Hubbell,  born  April  14,  1820,  died  ]\Iay  12, 
1872;  he  was  a  clock  maker  in  Bristol.  (5)  John 
Burnham,  born  'Slay  7,  1S06,  died  in  Brooklyn,  X. 
Y.,  March  14,  1870,  married  Tfirst)  June  16,  1828. 
Amanda  Joanna,  daughter  of  David  and  Lois  (  Sut- 
lifif)  Warner,  and  (second)  ^Irs.  Hannah  (Clappj 
Burnham,  widow  of  Leander  Burnham ;  he  was  a 
dentist  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  afterward  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  (6)  Theodore,  born  Aug.  5,  1808,  died  in 
New  Haven,  June  18,  i88r,  married  Juliette,  daugh- 
ter of  Philo  and  Sarah  (or  Sally)  Pierce.  He  was 
a  clockmaker  in  Bristol  and  Ansonia,  Conn.,  later 
engaging  in  the  oil  business  in  Pennsylvania ;  for 
a  time  he  made  his  home  in  Hartford,  but  his  last 
days  were  spent  in  X'ew  Haven.  (7)  Hannah  ^lor- 
ton/ born  April  12,  1810,  died  May  20,  1841,  was 


married  to  Sanmel  B.  Smith.  (8)  Edward,  I)on\ 
March  4,  1812,  died  Aug.  22,  i8()0,  married  March 
25,  1833,  Anno  Lewis.  (())  Milo,  born  ^Lirch  <}, 
1814.  married  (tirst)  Oct.  22,  1834,  Cynthia  Mosj- 
ly,  of  W'osttield,  Ma.-s.,  and  (second)  .Mrs.  .\liigad 
Muri)hy,  a  widow.  (10)  brauklin  Kellogg,  i)i>ru 
Xov.  15,  1815,  died  Dec.  10,  1855,  married  Mary 
Jane,  daughter  of  Joseph  D.  f  luntmgton,  of  W'esi- 
field,  Mass.  For  a  time  he  was  a  lawyer  in  Albany, 
X.  Y.,  but  finally  removed  to  the  West.    C)f  these, 

Sanuiel  Steele  Terry,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  ^Liy  29,  I7t)8,  in  South  Windsor,  Conn.,  and 
died  April  10,  i8')7,  in  Ansonia.  He  was  a  con- 
tractor in  the  w  heel  and  pinion  department  of  the 
clock  shops  of  Terrv  &  Andrews,  in  Bristol,  which 
concern  had  been  started  by  Samuel  Terry,  a 
brother  of  Eli  Terry,  after  whom  the  village  of 
Terryville  was  named.  Samuel  S.  Terry  removed 
to  Ansonia,  where  the  clock  shop  was  also  removed 
in  1850,  and  the  factory,  after  one  or  two  changes, 
finally  merged  into  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Ansonia  Clock  Co. 

On  Xov.  28,  1827,  Samuel  S.  Terry  was  mar- 
ried to  ALnrv  S.  Stoughton,  who  was  born  Oct.  6, 
1801,  in  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Shem 
Stoughton,  and  died  in  Bristol  Xov.  15,  1842.  He 
married  (second)  ]May  8,  1844,  Mrs.  Mary  ]\Ier- 
riam,  daughter  of  Amandeus  Botsford,  and  widow 
of  Anson  Merriam.  There  were  no  children  by  this 
marriage.  Children  by  first  marriage,  all  born  in 
Bristol,  were  as  follows:  (i)  William  Almeron, 
sketch  of  whom  follows.  (2)  Charles  Bryant,  born 
Feb.  13,  1830,  died  in  Bristol  in  Sept.  1849.  (3) 
Samuel  Hart,  born  June  19,  1834,  married  Jan.  8, 
1858,  Elizabeth  Amanda  Smith,  and  now  lives  in 
Xew  Haven.  (4)  Albert  Taylor,  born  Aug.  15, 
1836,  died  in  Bristol  May  26,  1839.  (5)  IMary  Eliza- 
beth, born  April  21,  1839.  (6)  Edgar  Stoughton, 
born  Oct.  24,  1842.  The  parents  of  this  family 
were  both  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  in  politics  the  father  was  first  a  ^^  hig,  later  a 
Republican.  They  are  buried  in  Compounce 
cemetery. 

William  A.  Terry,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  received  an  education,  in. part  at  the  Bristol 
common  schools,  in  part  at  the  academy  in  that 
place,  leaving  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  He  then 
commenced  his  life  work  under  his  father  in  the 
clock  shop,  and  remained  there  until  the  latter's 
removal  to  Ansonia  along  with  the  shop.  Our  sub- 
ject then  went  to  Atkins  &  Ives  Co.,  as  a  clock- 
maker,  but  at  the  end  of  a  year  left  there  and 
commenced  work  with  Terry,  Downs  &  Co.  (the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  being  his  uncle,  Ralph 
Ensign  Terry),  and  there  remained  some  two  years. 
His  next  experience  was  in  the  melodeon  factory 
of  Herrald  J.  Potter,  as  tuner  of  the  instruments, 
in  what  is  now  known  as  the  "saw  shop,"  and  there 
continued  a  nuinber  of  years.  Becoming  interested 
in  the  new  collodion  process  of  photography,  Mr. 
Terry  hired  John  Churchill's  gallery,  and  worked 
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1,11  amlirolvpc'S  aiul  i>liuti)yra|)iis  as  well  as  in  tlic 
iiicl(-'»kun  lacior\ ,  l"r  two  years  ur  iiidio,  after- 
ward iiuivinLT  to  Si,i;ourney"s  building-,  and  giving 
1ms  \\1k>1c  lime  to  the  business.  Then,  during  other 
iwo  vcars,  he  went  to  Ansonia  three  da_\s  each 
week!  t'.>  tunc  the  luelodeons  made  by  Page,  Pot- 
ter ^:  Co.,  now  known  as  tlic  SterHng  Co.,  piano 
makers.  In  1S72  he  erected  the  gallery  and  build-  i 
ing  on  the  corner  of  Laurel  and  North  ^lain 
directs,  and  soon  afterward  a  greenhouse  on  W  est 
Mreet,  adding  the  llorist's  business  to  that  of  dealer 
in  pictures,  pianos,  organs,  and  sewing  machines. 
'J'liere  he  continued  in  the  photographic  art  imtil 
alKiut  fifteen  years  ago,  since  when  he  has  not  been 
activelv  engaged  in  any  Hne  of  business.  For  sev- 
eral years,  until  the  art  of  pliotography  began  to 
improve,  he  had  to  make  his  own  chemicals  and 
jjaraphernalia. 

(.)n  April  8,  1850,  ^Nlr.  Terry  married  }vliss  Es- 
tlier  Amelia  Ball,  a  daughter  of  Amzi  and  Hannah 
(Roycc)  Ball,  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  children  have 
been  Iwrn  to  them  as  follows :  A  daughter,  born  in 
iS5[,  died  same  year;  a  son  born  in  1852.  died  same 
year:  Elizabeth,  born  July  12,  1853,  married  Bur- 
tlettc  A.  Peck,  of  Bristol,  and  has  three  children ; 
William  Bryant,  born  Jan.  28,  1855,  is  a  florist  and 
dealer  in  musical  implements,  picture  frames,  etc. ; 
Carrie  Louise,  born  July  2,  1856,  married  James  G. 
]!eckwith,  of  Bristol,  an  engineer  in  the  Sessions 
foundry,  and  they  have  two  children ;  and  Charles, 
born  Sept.  5,  1867,  married  Cora  Fenn,  of  Ply- 
mouth. Conn.,  and  thev  live  in  Plymouth  with  their 
two  children.  ]\Ir.  and  ]\Irs.  Terry,  the  parents  of 
this  family,  attend  the  services  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  in  politics  he  has  always  been 
a  stanch  Republican,  though  no  aspirant  for  office. 

Mr.  Terry,  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  clock- 
mr.king  business,  was  the  author  of  several  inven- 
tions, and  among  them  may  be  mentioned  a  cal- 
endar clock,  wdiich  was  manufactured  by  the  An- 
sonia Clock  Co.  It  could  be  set  bv  moving  the 
hands,  while  others  had  to  be  set  bv  moving  one 
day  at  a  time.  The  model  of  it  in  the  Patent  Ofifice, 
Washington,  D.  C,  would  calculate  leap  year  cor- 
rectly for  more  than  three  thousand  years,  leaving 
out  leap  year  at  the  end  of  every  fourth  century. 
He  also  invented  several  processes  in  photography ; 
moreover,  he  has  spent  some  time  in  experimenting, 
v.ith  no  inconsiderable  success,  in  lenses.  For  the 
T'ist  fifteen  years  he  has  done  considerable  investi- 
gating as  a  naturalist,  and  microscopist,  making  a 
s]X'cial  study  of  ferns,  algje,  diatoms  and  desmids, 
ot  which  he  has  a  large  collection,  and  has  con- 
tril)uted  several  articles  to  the  various  microscop- 
ical and  scientific  journals. 

He  is  well  known  to  scientists  of  the  W'Orld  as 
an  expert  in  collecting,  preparing  and  mounting 
diatoms,  of  which  he  has  a  large  collection,  and  also 
a  (liscoverer  of  new  and  rare  species,  several  of 
\yhich  have  been  given  his  name  by  leading  scien- 
tists in  honor  of  his  discovery  of  them,  and  many 


others  he  has  himself  named.  He  published  a 
Scries  of  articles  in  the  ".\m.  Mic.  Jomnal"  on  the 
"Diatoms  of  the  Connecticut  shore,"  and  he  has 
discovered  and  investigated  eleven  ditlerent  fossil 
deposits  of  diatoms  in  Bristol.  Lhie  of  the  new 
species  he  discovered  in  Bristol  has  never  yet  been 
foimd  anywhere  else,  and  another  is  found  only  in 
i  New  Britain. 

THO.AL-VS  DAVISOX  CROTHERS.  ^l.  D., 
president  of  Walnut  Lodge  Hospital,  Hartford, 
former  assistant  superintendent  and  physician  of 
the  New  \ork  State  Inebriate  Asylum,  and  also 
former  superintendent  of  Walnut  Hill  Asylum, 
Hartford,  has  given  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
to  the  study  of  inebriety,  a  specialty  in  which  he 
has  gained  distinction  throughout  both  this  country 
and  \he  Old  World. 

Dr.  Crothers  was  born  Sept.  12,  1842,  in  West 
Charlton,  Saratoga  Co.,  X.  Y.,  son  of  Robert  and 
Harriet  E.  (Smith)  Crothers.  Robert  Crothers 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  a  noted  familv  of  sur- 
geons, who  have  been  prominent  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  for  over  a  century,  as  teachers  in  the 
L'niversity  of  that  city;  while  Harriet  E.  (Smith) 
Crothers  came  from  the  Holmes  family,  of  Stoning- 
ton,  Conn.,  and  the  Smiths  of  Westchester,  N.  Y., 
both  of  which  branches  were  prominently  repre- 
sented in  the  French  and  Revolutionary  wars. 

Dr.  Crothers,  our  subject,  prepared  for  college 
at  Fort  Edward  (N.  Y.)  Seminar}',  and  previous  to 
his  entrance  taught  school  in  both  Xew  York  and 
X'ew  Jersey.  In  1865  he  was  graduated  from  the 
Albany  (X.  Y.J  ]\Iedical  College,  and  a  year  later 
entered  the  Ira  Harris  (Cnited  States)  ]Military 
Hospital  as  a  cadet.  During  the  same  year  he  took 
a  post-graduate  course  at  the  Long  Island  Hospital 
and  at  Bellevue  College,  and  then  made  his  way  to 
Galway,  N.  Y.,  where  he  began  to  practice  his  pro- 
fession in  1866.  In  1870  he  removed  to  Albany, 
X"".  Y.,  and  from  1873  to  1875  he  was  clinical  assist- 
ant and  lecturer  in  the  Albany  (X.  Y.)  Medical 
College,  while  from  1872  to  1874  he  was  on  the 
editorial  staff  of  the  "]\Iedical  and  Surgical  Report- 
er,"of  Philadelphia.  In  1875  he  was  appointed  assist- 
ant superintendent  and  physician  of  the  Xew  York 
Inebriate  Asylum,  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  and  in  187S 
was  made  superintendent  of  the  \\'alnut  Hill  Asy- 
lum, at  Hartford,  Conn.  In  1875  he  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Study 
and  Cure  of  Inebriates,  which  position  he  holds  to 
the  present  time,  and  the  ensuing  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed editor  of  the  "Journal  of  Inebriety,"  a  po- 
sition he  also  still  continues  to  fill.  On  Xov.  21, 
1900,  Dr.  Crothers  was  elected  professor  of  dis- 
eases of  the  brain  and  nervous  system  in  the  X'ew 
York  School  of  Clinical  Medicine. 

In  18S0  Dr.  Crothers  organized  the  Walnut 
Lodge  Hospital,  a  private  corporation  for  the  medi- 
cal treatment  of  alcohol  and  opium  inebriates,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  president.    In  1890  he  was 
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elected  secretary  of  the  American  Teniperance  As- 
sociation and  editor  oi  tiie  " JluUtlin"  ])ul)lished  bv 
this  society.  Dr.  Crotliers  is  idenliticd  with  nianv 
home  and  toreis^n  organizations  of  i>rominence  in 
tlic  medical  world,  being  a  member  oi  llie  I'.ritish 
.MecHcal  Association;  the  French  .Society  for  i'.->v- 
choK\;^ical  Research;  tiie  Kng-lisli  J'sycliical  Societv; 
the  IJelyiiim  Society  of  Mental  Medicine;  and  an 
lionorary  member  of  the  Russian  Society  of  Mental 
Science ;  the  American  Association  ;  and  others. 

In  1SS7  Dr.  Crothers  was  one  of  the  American 
delegates  to  the  International  Congress  for  the  study 
of  inebriety  at  London,  England.  The  P.ritish 
Society  tendered  him  a  public  dinner  on  that  oc- 
casion, and  he  was  honored  with  manv  other  testi- 
monials of  respect  and  appreciation.  For  many 
years  the  Doctor  has  been  a  voliuninous  writer  and 
lecturer  on  different  phases  of  inebriety,  and  his 
views  have  been  the  subject  of  much  interest  and 
controversy.  In  18SS  and  1S89  he  delivered  a 
course  of  lectures  before  the  students  of  the  Al- 
bany (X.  Y.)  }vledical  College  and  the  \'ennont 
University,  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  and  in  1893  he  edited 
the  work  on  "Diseases  of  Inebriety,"  which  was 
pilblished  by  Treat  &  Co.,  of  Xew  York.  Like  all 
other  pioneers  Dr.  Crothers  has  a  large  circle  of 
ardent  admirers  among  scientific  men,  as  well  as 
bitter  detractors.  His  conduct  of  the  "Journal  of 
of  Inebriety"  has  given  it  a  national  reputation 
among  the  scientific  periodicals  of  the  day,  and  his 
private  hospital  has  attracted  wide-spread  attention 
and  patients  from  all  over  the  county.  In  1899 
he  was  made  vice-president  of  the  International 
Congress,  an  organization  against  the  abuse  of 
alcohol,  held  at  Paris  in  April  of  that  year.  On 
June  16,  1900,  he  delivered  the  historical  address 
of  the  medical  study  of  the  alcoholic  question  be- 
fore the  ^^'orld's  Temperance  Congress  at  London, 
England. 

In  1875  Dr.  Crothers  married  ^Irs.  S.  B.  Ryse- 
dorph,  of  Albany,  Xew  York. 

EDGAR  CLAREXCE  CO\VLES,  M.  D.  The 
Cowles  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  country, 
and  the  subject  of  this  biograph}" ,  a  successful 
physician  at  Hartford,  is  of  the  seventh  generation 
of  actual  residents  within  our  borders.  He  traces 
his  descent  froin  John  Cowles,  an  Englishman,  who 
came  to  Massachusetts  in  1636,  and  settled  in  Farm- 
ington,  this  county,  in  1640. 

(II)  Isaac  Cowles,  son  of  the  pioneer,  was  born 
in.  1675,  and  died  in  1756. 

(III)  James  Cowles,  born  in  1723,  died  in  1789. 

(IV)  Jeremiah  Cowles  was  born  in  1774.  and 
died  in  1834.    He  married  Abigail  Woodruff. 

(V)  James  Woodruff  Cowles  was  Ixjrn  in  Farm- 
ington,  and  always  lived  in  the  old  homestead.  He 
died  in  1868.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and 
at  one  time  served  as  town  constable.  He  was  also 
interested  in  religious  work  as  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.    He  married  Amelia  A. 


I  Hills,  daughter  of  Sylvester  Hills,  and  they  had  mx 
,  children:      Edgar  I'hillip,  our    subject's  father; 
Frances   .Mary,   deceased;   luuily  Dickinson,  who 
married  James   W.   Mwre,  of  Cleveland,  Oiiio; 
Charlotte  A.,  deceased;  Custavus;  and  Artluu-,  a 
j  resident  of  Des  Moinus,  Iowa. 

!  (\  I)  Edgar  I'hillip  Cowles  was  born  in  Farm- 
'  ington  July  17,  1840,  and  died  in  Hartford  June 
!  3,  1891.  During  the  Civil  war  he  rendered  valu- 
able aid  in  the  mustering  office  at  Hartford  under 
Gen.  Pease,  and  in  the  held  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany B,  22nd  Conn.  W  1.  On  June  6,  1S66,  he  be- 
came treasurer  of  the  Case,  Lockwood  &  Brainani 
Co.  At  one  time  he  was  clerk  in  the  "L'nited  States 
Hotel."  Later  he  gave  much  attention  to  finance 
as  a  director  of  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  Hart- 
ford, and  for  many  years  he  managed  the  estate 
of  X'ewton  Case,  of  Llartford.  He  was  married  in 
Farmington,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Eunice  M.  Slater, 
daughter  of  Xorris  Slater,  a  well-known  citizen, 
and  they  had  two  children ;  Gertrude  ( who  was 
born  June  26,  1869,  and  died  Sept.  27,  1869  )  and 
Edgar  Clarence. 

(\  II)  Dr.  Edgar  C.  Cowles  was  born  in  Hart- 
ford Sept.  I,  1875,  and  his  education  was  begun  in 
the  local  schools.  He  attended  the  Connecticut 
Literary  Institute,  Suffield,  for  two  years,  and  in 
1894  entered  the  ^Medical  Department  of  Boston 
University.  His  medical  course  was  continued  at 
the  Cleveland  University  of  3>Iedicme  and  Surgery, 
where  he  was  graduated  March  22,  1897;  at  the 
X'ew  York  Polyclinic  Medical  School  and  Hos- 
pital, where  he  did  special  work  in  operative  sur- 
gery and  gynecology  in  1897-98;  at  the  Lying-in- 
Hospital  ;  and  the  ^^lothers  and  Babes  Hospital, 
Xew  York.  From  July,  1899,  to  February,  1900, 
he  was  in  charge  of  the  Hartford  Dispensary,  and 
his  success  points  to  a  bright  professional  fitture. 
Fie  is  now^  medical  examiner  for  Hartford  Lodge, 
X'ew  England  Order  of  Protection.  The  Doctor  is 
a  member  of  the  Dunhani  Medical  Society,  the  Con- 
necticut Homeopathic  ^Medical  Society,  and  the 
United  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross,  being  medical 
examiner  for  the  last  named. 

SILAS  K.  MOXTGO^IERY,  postmaster  of 
Bristol  from  the  spring  of  1885  until  the  spring  of 
1898,  was  born  in  Warren,  Knox  Co.,  Maine,  (Jet. 
7,  1845.  He  attended  the  common  school  until 
fifteen  years  of  age,  then  the  Warren  Academy  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  took  a  course  in  Bryant 
&  Stratton's  Business  College,  at  Portland,  ]\Iaine, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1868.  His  first  busi- 
ness engagement  was  as  bookkeeper  for  Ellsworth 
&  Bidwell,  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  three  years;  he  next  was  cmploved  for 
five  years  at  Watertown,  Conn.,  by  Myron  McX'iel, 
dealer  in  general  merchandise,  drugs  and  medicines. 
He  then  built  a  drug  store  for  himself,  which  he 
conducted  five  years,  sold  out  to  Edward  Ensign,  of 
Watertown,  and  came  to  Bristol  in  1881,  buying  the 


COMMEMORATIl'E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


279 


William  RcvncKK  dnii;-  .--lore  on  Xortli  Main  slrcot.  | 
in  t!io  "'v 'iri>ll(.-\  ll'>u>c"  block,  winch  he  sold  a  \  car  i 
antl  a  hall  later  to  William  C.  ilillard. 

Mr.  Montj^LiiiK rv  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  lie 
served  on  the  board  of  assessors  of  jlrisiol  for  three 
vears.  and  at  the  same  lime  coiulncted  a  real-estate 
business.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  appointed 
(during-  a  recess  of  L"on;^ress}  postmaster  by  Presi- 
dent Clevelanil.  for  one  year,  and  when  Conci^ress 
re-Ci'nvened.  in  .March.  1880,  he  was  ai)i)ointed  li>r 
four  vears,  in  1890  receiving-  appointment  to  the 
same  otVice  by  I 'resilient  Harrison  for  another  term 
of  four  years.  In  1894,  after  the  re-election  of 
Grover  Cleveland  to  the  Presidency,  he  was  by 
him  re-ap]iointed  for  four  years,  and  served  until  j 
April  I,  189S,  since  when  he  has  passed  consider-  | 
able  time  in  travel.  | 

The  fact  of  Mr.  Montgomery's  retaining  his  | 
position  as  postmaster  for  so  many  years  is  highly  i 
creditable  in  itself,  but  his  management  of  the  post  | 
office  is  still  more  so.    W  hen  he  was  first  appointed,  j 
the  office  was  of  the  third  class,  but  by  the  time  of  | 
his  retirement  he  liad  worked  it  up  to  second  class, 
with  three  clerks  paid  by  the  Government,  and  a 
free  delivery.    In  1895,  the  location  of  the  office 
was   changed,  and  a  larger   office   secured.  He 
worked  persistently  to  secure  free  delivery,  and 
met  with  his  triumph  July  16,  1897.    It  has  proven 
to  be  of  vast  benefit  and  convenience  to  the  town's 
people,  who  have  never  ceased  to  appreciate  Mr. 
Montgomery's  enterprise  and  energy. 

^Ir.  Montgomery  has  been  very  public-spirited; 
has  built  quite  a  number  of  houses  in  the  town, 
and  was  influential  in  causing  the  streets  to  be 
named  and  houses  numbered.  He  was  a  director 
in  the  Turner  Heater  Co.,  which  was  started  in  j 
Bristol  in  1891,  and  was  its  secretary  and  treasurer 
from  that  date  until  1894,  wdien  he  resigned ;  he  was 
also  instrumental  in  forminsf  the  Bristol  Press  Co., 
publishers  oi  the  journal  bearing  the  same  name, 
and  was  its  secretary  and  a  director  for  several  years, 
but  withdrew  on  account  of  pressure  of  other  busi- 
ness. 

Although  nominally  a  Democrat,  Mr.  ]vIont- 
gomery  is  liberal  in  his  political  views,  and  not  at 
all  dogmatic  or  bigoted  as  to  party  doctrine  or 
principle,  basing  his  individual  political  action  more 
upon  efifecting  the  election  of  good  and  competent 
men  to  pitblic  office  than  to  the  securing  of  a  party 
victory.  In  1897  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  borough  assessor,  and  served  one  year.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  Pequabuck  Chapter,  Xo. 
32,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Bristol,  and  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  Xo.  753. 

Mr.  Montgomerv  was  joined  in  marriage  Jan. 
27,  1875,  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Allyn,  daughter  of 
Charles  X.  and  Hulda  (Baldwin)  Allyn,  of  Water- 
town,  but  no  children  have  been  born  to  this  union. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  was  for  a  time  the  treasurer 
and  collector.    They  now  reside  in  their  new  home 


on  High  street,  to  which  they  removed  in  1898. 
llesides  this  place  Mr.  .MMiugnmerv  owns  a  cot- 
tage *it  .^achem's  Head;  he  passes  his  winter?  in 
l'"iorida. 

Mr.  -Montgomery  traces  his  lineage  direct  to 
Roger,  Ccnnu  de  Montgomerie,  of  Xormand\, 
h'rance,  prior  to  the  year  900,  and  of  the  thirty- 
second  generation  back  in  the  dim  vista  of  the  pa>i. 
Beginning  with  our  subject  (i  ),  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  follow  the  line  in  retrogressive  ortler  to  its 
initial  number  (XXXII). 

(II)  Philip  Montgomery,  born  June  i.  1797.  in 
Warren,  Maine,  married  Olive  I'aulkner,  who  bore 
him  ten  children:  Capt.  John  E. :  William  H.;  Jabez 
K. ;  James  S. ;  Olive  Jane;  Eliza  Ann:  Xanc\-  M: 
Lewis  O. ;  Benjamin  P.;  and  Silas  K.  (the  subject 
of  this  sketch).  Philip  Momgomerv  was  a  shi])- 
builder,  following  that  business  from  1825.  and 
retiring  in  1858;  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  on  his  farm.  He  was  a  very  conscientious  Ba]>- 
tist,  in  which  faith  he  died  in  1890,  his  wife  having 
gone  before,  in  1887. 

(HI)  John  ^iontgomery.  born  in  Warren, 
Maine,  Oct.  4,  1763.  married  in  1796  Julia  Ann 
Howard,  of  Waldoboro,  ]\Iaine,  and  died  June  16, 
1854,  the  father  of  ten  children:  Philip:  Cather- 
ine; Hugh;  Caleb;  Abbie ;  George;  Lewis;  Eliza- 
beth ;  Rebecca ;  and  Percy. 

(I\')  Robert  Montgomery  was  born  in  ^Nliddle- 
boro,  Mass.,  and  was  baptized  July  13,  1738,  by 
Rev.  John  Morehead,  of  the  Scotch  Presl)>  terian 
Church  of  Boston,  tie  was  m  the  service  at  the 
taking  of  Quebec  (Canada),  in  1759.  tie  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Boice  and  Katherine 
(Kellvhoen)  Cooper,  who  was  born  at  Pemaquid. 
Lincoln  Co.,  IMaine,  [Maixh  15.  1740,  and  died  at 
Warren,  Maine,  ]\larch  13,  1834.  Robert  Mont- 
gomery died  Dec.  26,  1822,  To  them  were  also 
born  ten  children:  John,  Lydia,  Mary,  Eliza- 
I  beth,  \Mlliam,  Hugh,  Alargaret,  Catherine,  Sarah, 
and  Robert. 

(V)  John  Montgomery,  it  is  said,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  there  livetl  until  taken  to  the  X'orth 
of  Ireland  by  his  parents,  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 
I  When  about  twelve  or  fourteen  years  old  he  was 
brought  to  America  by  \\'illiam   Strobridge,  his 
guardian.    The  inscription  on  John  [Montgomery's 
tomb  stone  shows  that  he  was  born  in  1708.  He 
married   ^ilarv  Strobridge,  daughter  of  William 
Strobridge,  Jan.  30,   1735,  in   Middleboro.  ]\lass. 
I  John  r^lontgomerv  was  a  blacksmith.    He  was  a 
strictly  upriglit  man,  one  of  the  twelve  elders  of 
Rev.  John  Alorehead's  Church,  which  was  organ- 
ized in  1729,  each  elder  having  a  special  supervision 
over  a  portion  of  the  members,  wdio  were  scattered 
about  in  variotis  parts  of  X'ew  England.  Elder 
Montgomery  went  once  a  year  to  Boston,  to  rep- 
resent his  own  charge  or  report  ui)on  it.    His  grave- 
I  stone,  in  Thompson  Hill  cemetery,  at  Lakeville, 
I  formerly  the  West  parish  of  Middlelniro,  .Mass., 
bears  the  following  inscription  :   "Elder  Johii  Mont- 
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goincry.  DicJ  October  ly,  1787,  in  liis  cij^Iuicth 
year."  By  it  is  another  stone,  un  wiiich  is  in- 
scribed: "Mary  Stroliridye,  wile  of  Elder  John 
Montgomery.  J  )icd  May  10,  1790."'  The  cliildrcn 
born  lo  Jolni  and  Mary  Strol)ridL;e  )  Moutguinery, 
twelve  in  nnnibcr.  w  ere  named  as  l\illo\vs  :  Mary, 
Robert,  Margaret,  L-abel,  John.  W'lUia,  Thomas, 
ilngh,  Samnel,  lingli,  Jean,  and  Rebecca. 

(\T)  William  Montgomery,  son  of  Hugh  of 
Crigend,  settled  in  New  Jersex  in  1701  or  1702. 

(^\T1)  Hugh  }*lontgomer\-,  of  Brigend,  son  of 
John,  died  in  1710. 

(\'ni)  John  Montgomery,  of  Brigend,  was  a 
son  of  William. 

(IX)  William  Montgomery,  of  Brigend,  was  a 
son  of  Sir  Xiel,  of  Lainshaw,  and  died  in  1652. 

(X)  Sir  Xiel  Montgomery,  of  Lainshaw  {2>)> 
son  of  Sir  Xiel,  died  prior  to  1621. 

(XI j  Sir  Xiel  }^lontgomery,  of  Lainshaw  (2), 
married  the  heiress  of  Lord  Lyle. 

(XH)  Sir  Xiel  Montgomery,  of  Lainshaw  (i), 
son  of  Hugh,  first  Earl  of  Eglinton,  was  killed  at 
Irvine  in  1547. 

(XIII)  Hugh  ^Montgomery,  first  Earl  of  Eglin- 
ton, so  created  by  James  IV"  in  1507-08,  was  a  son 
of  Alexander,  second  Lord  of  ]\Iontgomerie,  and 
died  in  1545. 

(XIVJ  Alexander,  second  Lord  of  ^Montgom- 
erie,  son  of  Alexander,  ^Master  of  iMontgomerie, 
died  ante  1434. 

(X\')  Alexander,  blaster  of  IMontgomerie,  died 
before  his  father,  the  first  Lord  of  iMontgomerie, 
in  1452. 

(X\'I)  Alexander,  first  Lord  of  Montgomerie, 
so  created  by  James  II  in  1448-49,  was  a  son  of 
Sir  John,  of  Ardrossan,  and  died  between  1461  and 
1465. 

(XX'II)  Sir  John,  of  Ardrossan,  Knight,  was  a 
son  of  Sir  John,  of  Eaglesham,  and  died  ante  1429, 
Dominus  ejusdem. 

(X\'III)  Sir  John,  of  Eaglesham  and  East- 
wood (3),  Knight,  son  of  Sir  Alexander,  and 
afterward  Sir  John  of  Eglinton  and  Ardrossan,  on 
his  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress 
of  Sir  Hugh  of  Eglinton,  died  in  139S. 

(XIX)  Sir  Alexander,  of  Eaglesham,  son  of 
Sir  John,  was  Knighted  bv  Robert  Bruce,  and  died 
in  1388. 

(XX)  Sir  John,  of  Eaglesham  and  Eastwood 
(2),  Knight,  son  of  Sir  John,  died  in  1316. 

(XXI)  Sir  John,  of  Eaglesham  and  Eastwood 
(i),  Knight,  son  of  Sir  Alan,  of  Eaglesham,  died 
about  1285. 

(XXII j  Sir  Alan,  of  Eaglesham,  Knight,  was 
a  son  of  Sir  John,  of  Eaglesham  and  Thornton, 
Knight. 

(XXIII)  Sir  John,  of  Eaglesham  and  Thorn- 
ton, Knight,  was  a  son  of  Robert. 

(XXIV')  Rol)ert,  of  Eaglesham  and  Thornton, 
called  Mac  Cymbric,  or  "Son  of  the  Welshman," 
Philip,  died  in  1180. 


(XX\')  riiilip,  born  at  Pembroke  Castle  about 
1 101,  son  of  Arnulph,  aiul  known  as  the  "Welsh- 

j  man."'  came  from  Xormandy  to  Scotland  about 
1113  with  Davitl  1,  and  inherited  a  fair  estate  in 
Renfrewshire.  Ik-  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Cospatrick.  second  ]".arl  of  Dunbar  and  March. 

l^XXX  lj  Arnuljih,  son  of  Roger,  and  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  was  attainted  and  banished  from  the 
Kingdom  in  1102.    He  married  Lafracoth,  daugh- 

i  ter  of  the  King  of  Munster,  and  died  in  1 1 19. 

(XXX'llj  Roger,  Count  of  MoiUgomeric  and 
Count  of  Exnies,  son  of  Hugh,  came  to  England 
with  \\'illiam.  the  Cnn<)Uerer  in  10O6,  and  com- 
manded the  vanguard  at  the  battle  of  Hastings. 
He  was  created  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  Arundel  and 

j  Chichester;  died  and  was  buried  at  Shrewsbury  in 

i  1094. 

I        (XX\  HI)  Hugh,  Count  dc  Montgomerie,  son 
I  of  \\'illiam,  married  Josephine,  daughter  of  Tou- 
(  rode,  Dire  de  Pont  Andemer,  by  his  first  wife,  Weva, 
sister  of  Gunnor,  wife  of  Richard  II,  Duke  of  Xor- 
mandy. 

(XXIX)  William,  Count  de  ^lontgomerie,  was 
a  son  of  Roger. 

(XXX)  Roger,  Count  de  Montgomerie,  was 
also  a  son  of  Roger. 

(XXXI)  Roger,  Count  de  Montgomerie,  was 
the  son  of  Roger,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  as 
for  as  can  be  traced,  and 

(XXXII)  Roger,  Count  dc  VIontgomerie,  held 
sway  in  Xormandy  prior  to  900. 

i 

j       HEXRY  WARD,  who  in  his  lifetime  was  a 
I  prominent  business  man  of  Bristol,  was  a  native  of 
j  England,  born  April  29,  1834,  in  Cornwall.  Thomas 
i  Ward,  his  father,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  came  to  the 
United  States  from  Cornwall  with  his  family,  and 
made  his  permanent  Xew  World  home  in  Bristol, 
Conn.,  where  he  worked  in  the  copper  mines.  In 
England  he  married  Anna  Rodda,  by  whom  he  had 
five  children — three  sons  and  two  daughters.  The 
parents  both  died  in  Bristol. 

Henrv  Ward  was  a  }oung  lad  when  the  family 
emigrated  to  America.    He  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
familv  first  settled,  and  thence  in  early  manhood 
went  to  California  to  "seek  his  fortune,"  but  owing 
to  the  sickness  of  his  parents  he  soon  returned  East, 
going  to  Bristol,  whither  the  family  had  meantime 
1  returned.    Later  he  again  set  out  for  the  "New 
!  Eldorado."  this  time  remaining  several  years,  at 
'  the  end  of  which  time  we  once  more  find  him  in 
I  Bristol,  whither  he  returned  in  order  to  be  with  his 
I  .parents  during   their   declining   days.      He  com- 
;  mcnced  the  grocery  business  in  Bristol  with  Titus 
E.  Merriman,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Ward  & 
Merriman,  which  partnership  after  some  years  was 
dissolved.    Removing  to  the  South  Side,  Bristol, 
Mr.  Ward  embarked  in  a  similar  line  of  business, 
associating  with  him  Thomas  Barnes,  and  so  con- 
tinued some  few  years,  the  copartnership  being  then 
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dii'S^ilvcd.  Out  subject's  next  venture  was  in  the 
art,  piano  ami  organ  line,  as  a  member  of  ibe  tirni 
of  I'entieKl  &  West;  but  in  course  of  time  selliuL; 
out  to  ihein  lie  aL;ain  enteral  the  grocery  trade,  this 
lime  without  any  i>artner,  his  store  being  on  Main 
street.  In  this  he  continued  until  his  health  failed, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  sell  out  and  retire  from  active 
■work.  This  was  in  1880,  and  two  years  afterward, 
on.  Xov.  10,  1882,  he  passed  from  earth. 

Lh\  Oct.  j8,  i8'X),  iienry  Ward  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Estelle  Wooding,  daughter  of  Alvia 
and  Sophronia  i^Clayiordj  Wooding,  and  the  chil- 
dren of  this  union  are  as  follows :  (i)  Cherrie  A., 
born  Dec.  8,  1871,  is  cashier  in  A.  J.  ^luzzy's  store 
in  Bristol.  {2)  Mabelle  I.,  born  April  2,  1876, 
was  married  -Vug.  4,  iSyO.  to  Richard  H.  Beamish, 
bookkeeper  in  the  Bristol  National  Bank,  and  has 
had  two  children,  Priscilla,  born  March  11,  1S97 ; 
and  Richard  Ward,  born  April  17,  1899  (died  Feb. 
20,  1900).  (3  )  Thomas  tl.,  born  Aug.  13,  1877,  is 
still  at  home  with  his  widowed  mother. 

Mr.  Ward  in  religious  faith  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  as  is  also  his  widow. 
Socially  he  was  affiliated  with  Pequabuck  Chapter, 
R.  A,  Nl.,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  both  members 
of  the  Eastern  Star.  While  in  California  he  was 
identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  for  some  years  he  served  as 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures.  His  death  was 
deeply  and  sincerely  mourned,  for  all  \vho  knew  him 
had  for  him  the  highest  regard.  His  w'idow  con- 
tinues to  live  in  Bristol,  where  she  has  numerous 
friends,  and  is  highlv  respected  for  her  many  vir- 
tues. 

Alvia  Wooding  was  born  March  18,  1808,  in 
Hamden.  Conn.,  son  of  Javin  Wooding,  and  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade,  in  later  life  a  farmer.  He 
died  June  16,  1896.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republi- 
can. He  was  a  captain  in  the  State  militia,  and  was 
always  called  captain.  His  religious  connection 
was  with  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Wood- 
ing married  Sophronia  Gaylord,  who  was  born  at 
Bristol  Aug.  23,  1810,  and  died  Aug.  26,  1874. 
Her  father,  Seth  Gaylord,  was  born  July  30,  1785, 
at  Bristol,  and  died  July  17,  1829;  her  mother, 
Clarissa  Truesdell  Gaylord,  was  born  in  Bristol 
Oct.  6,  1787,  and  died  Aug.  li,  1882. 

THE  E.  IXGRAHAM  COMPANY.  No  work 
of  this  character  would  be  complete  without  at  least 
an  extended  allusion  to,  if  not  description  of,  the 
time  honored  establishment  conducted  by  this  en- 
terprising firm,  but  the  limited  scope  of  this  volume 
precludes  more  than  a  brief  history  of  the  industry, 
and  further  on  a  biographical  record  of  its  found- 
ers and  present  proprietors. 

The  E.  Ingraham  Company  was  founded  by 
F.lias  Ingraham.  who  was  born  in  Marlborough, 
Conn.,  Xov.  i,  1805.  From  1827  to  1835  he  made 
clock  cases  under  contract  for  various  parties,  and 
in  the  latter  year  bought  a  shop  with  water  priv- 


ilege, w  here  one  of  the  present  factories  now  stands, 
and  commenced  making  cases  on  his  own  account. 
This  he  continued  alone  until  1843,  in  which  year 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Ehslia  C.  r>rew>ter 
I  under  the  firm   name  of   Brewster  &  Ingraham. 
'  This  firm  was  succeeded  in  184S  bv  E.  A.  Inga- 
j  ham,  who  continued  the  business  until   1855,  in 
'  which  vear  the  plant  was  cntirelv  distroved  bv 
I  fire. 

'       Two  years  later  Elias  Ingraham  rented  the 
shop  now  occupied  by  the  Turner  lieater  Co.,  and 
in  1859  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Edward  In- 
graham, his  son,  which  was  continued  until  1881. 
In  that  year'  a  joint-stock  company  was  formed, 
!  comprising    Elias   Ingraham,  Edward  Ingraham, 
and  the  three  sons  of  Edward  Ingraham — Walter 
A.,  William  S.,  and  Irving  E.    Since  the  re-organ- 
I  ization  of  the  concern  in  1881, -the  growth  of  the 
i  company  and  its  business  has  been  phenomenal, 
j  Practically  a  new  plant,  with  many  times  the  facil- 
'  ities  of  the  old  plant,  has  been  created ;  a  large  brick 
'  factory,  400  feet  long  and  four  stories  high,  has 
t  been  erected  while  a  number  of  subordinate  build- 
ings still  in  use  have  been  doubled  in  capacity. 
!       Elias  Ingraham  died  in  August,  1885,  and  Ed- 
!  ward  Ingraham  in  August,  1892.    The  officers  of 
j  the  company  and  its  managers  at  the  present  are 
Walter  A.  Ingraham,  president;  Irving  E.  Ingra- 
ham, vice-president,  and  \\'illiam  S.  Ingraham,  sec- 
\  retarv  and   treasurer.    From   the   begiiming,  the 
j  product    of  this  company  has  won  a  distinct  rep- 
!  utation  which  has  always  been  maintained. 
!       The  entire  plant  is   equipped   w^ith   the  most 
j  modern  improved  machinery  obtainable,  and  the 
]  companv  is  enabled  tliereby,  with  the  assistance 
of  a  large  corps  of  skilled  workmen,  to  manufacture 
goods  so  economically,  that  it  can  and  does  most 
successfully  compete  with  the  manufacturers  of 
the  world,  and  Ingraham  clocks  are  to  be  found  in 
:  every  quarter  of  the  globe.    It  has  always  been 
!  said  that  no  jobber  in  clocks,  whether  an  agent  of 
I  a    particular    manufactory,    or    otherwise,  could 
aft'ord  to  be  without  the  E.  Ingraham  goods.  This 
^  reputation  has  ben  secured  by  careful  and  exact 
workmanship  and  honorable  dealings.    It  has  been 
largely  possible    to   maintain  this    reputation  by 
reason  of  the  policy  adopted  from  the  first  by  this 
company. 

I  The  operatives  very  generally  own  their  own 
I  homes,  and  are  men  of  substance  respected  in  the 

community.  ^lany  of  them  occupy,  and  have 
'  alwavs  occupied,  positions  of  trust  and  honor  in 
i  the  church,  society  and  borough.    The  company 

and  its  members  have  always  been  counted  on  as 
j  in  favor  of  every  enterprise  for  the  upbuilding  of 
I  the  welfare  of  the  town  and  its  people,  and  the  same 
I  disposition  seems  naturally  to  emanate  to  a  great 
j  degree  from  the  employes. 

Biographicallv  speaking,  a  succinct  account  of 
i  the  birth  and  early  business  career  of  the  founder 
'  of  the  company  under  consideration,  Elias  Ingra- 
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liam,  has  been  yiNcn  at  the  opening-  of  this  article, 
anil  of  iiis  ileceaseil  son,  l-Alwanl  ingrahani.  a 
former  partner,  it  may  suffice  to  say  that  ho  was 
born  April  30.  1S30. 

W'ai.tkr  Andki.w  Ixgraiiam,  now  president  of 
this  comjxmv,  and  son  of  KcKvard  ( ilecease^i  1 .  was 
born  in  l'>ristol  Marcli  J3.  i^'^t.  and  was  married 
July  24.  1S78.  to  .Miss  .\melia  I'enn,  daughter  of 
Mrs,  Ann  Fenn,  of  I'lyp.iouth,  Conn.  To  this  mar- 
riage were  horn  Morton  Kiias,  Fel).  5.  1880:  Ches- 
ter Euclid,  Aug.  JJ,  18S1  ;  Irving,  Jan.  20,  1888, 
and  Harold.  Nov.  21,  1S94. 

W'li.LiA.M  SiiUKri.iiiF  Ixi;KATiA>r,  tiie  present 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company,  was  born 
April  25,  1857,  and  on  Oct.  11,  1881.  married  Miss 
Grace  E.  Seymour,  daughter  of  Henrv  A.  Sey- 
mour, of  Bristol.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union:  Faith  Allen,  April  30,  1SS6:  Edward, 
Dec.  20,  1888.  and  Duilley  Seymour,  Aug.  13,  1890. 

HEXRY  ERASMUS  FATTEN  (deceased).  , 
For  many  years  Mr,  Fatten  was  one  of  Hartford's  \ 
leading-  and  inlluential  citizens,  and  one  of  the  | 
prominent  manufacturers  and  business  men  of  the  \ 
county.  His  death  caused  a  violent  shock  to  the  I 
community,  and  was  deeply  mourned.  His  father  ! 
was  Xoah  Patton,  and  his  mother,  before  marriage,  ; 
was  Mary  Ann  Case.  j 

Mr.  Patten  was  born  in  West  Stafford,  Conn.,  j 
May  4,  1835,  and  completed  his  early  education  at  ^ 
the  W  ilbrahani  and  W'estfield  Academies.   In  1862 
he  came  to  Hartford,  where  he  began  his  commercial  ; 
career  as  a  bookkeeper  in  George  Smith's  dye  works,  i 
In  this  position  he  developed  such  technical  skill  j 
and  such  innate  ability  for  g'rasping  financial  prob-  ; 
lems  that  he  was  soon  tendered,  and  accepted,  the 
post  of  manager.    In  1873  he  found  himself  in  a 
position  where  he  could  buy  the  plant,  then  a  rather  • 
small  aftair,  einploying  only  twelve  men.    To  the  ! 
management  of  the  business  thus  inaugurated  he  ; 
brought  native  intelligence,  hard  common  sense,  and  ' 
a  limited  experience.      Under  his  wise  guidance  ' 
and  fostering  care  the  dye  works  grew  until  they 
employed  forty  men,  and  ranked  secotid  among  the 
New  England  plants  of  the  same  sort.  Perhaps 
the  most  substantial  evidence  of  his  good  business 
judgment  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  concern 
has  patrons  throughout  all  the  eastern  States,  the  , 
center  of  the  country's  textile  manufactures,  where 
value  ranks  before  volume.  i 

'Mr.  Patten  was  a  man  of  fine  literary  taste,  and 
a  voracious,  though  discriminating,  reader.  He 
was  an  earnest  student  of  history,  yet  never  bigoted  ■ 
in  his  conclusions.  Regarding  his  success  it  may 
be  said  to  have  been  achieved  wholly  by  himself,  ' 
since  he  came  to  Hartford  empty-handed.  But  un- 
derlying his  seeming  poverty  he  possessed  resolu- 
tion, industry  and  integritv.  His  attention  to  busi- 
ness was  assiduous  until  failing  health  forced  him 
to  spend  his  winters  in  the  South.  Death  came  to 
him  suddenly  and  peacefully.    On  Aug.  11,  1899, 


he  was  stricken  wiiii  apoplexy,  and  for  two  weeks 
.steadily  sank,  h^'ing  conscious  only  at  intervals. 
He  passed  away  vn  the  29th  of  that  month.  It 
seemed  not  inapj-jn iprite  that  a  tleath  apparently 
so  painless  should  succeed  a  life  so  well  spent.  He 
was  buried  at  the  home  of  his  childhood.  West 
Statlord,  Rev.  Magee  i'ratt  officiating,  and  the  pall- 
bearers being  from  the  several  Masonic  bodies  with 
which  Mr.  Patten  had  been  associated.  While  not 
a  professed  meri-:ber  of  any  clnirch,  he  attended  the 
services  of  the  Pearl  Street  Congregational  Church, 
and  contributed  liberally  to  its  support  and  the  ad- 
vancemci-',t  of  its  work.  His  charity  was  briiad, 
comprehensive  and  unostentatious;  and  his  deal- 
ing will  his  fellow  men  as  well  as  liis  daily  life  were 
governed  by  his  unalterable  devotion  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Golden  Rule. 

In  politics  Mr.  Patten  was  a  Republican,  and 
represented  what  was  originally  known  as  the  Third 
W"ard  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  city  council  through 
several  terms.  He  was  genial  and  social  by  l>otii 
instinct  and  habit,  easily  making  friends,  and  rarely 
losing  one.  His  tastes  were  domestic,  however, 
and  the  hours  which  he  was  al)le  to  redeem  from  the 
exacting  cares  of  a  constantlv  growing  business 
were  mainly  spent  by  his  ov.-n  fireside,  surrounded 
bv  the  members  of  his  familv,  whom  he  loved  so 
well. 

^Ir.  Patten  attained  the  thirty-second  degree- 
in  r^Iasonry.  He  was  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
which  he  joined  Sept.  18,  1858:  was  made  a  Knight 
Templar  in  Washington  Commandery,  Feb.  15,  1S59; 
and  five  years  later  became  a  niember  of  Charter 
Oak  Lodge,  of  Perfection.  He  was  at  one  time  tyler 
of  the  grand  lodge,  INfasons  of  Connecticut,  and 
was  a  charter  member  of  Sphin.x  Temple,  Xobles  of 
the  iNIvstic  Shrine.  He  also  belonged  to  Hartford 
Lodge',  B.  P.  O.  E. 

Mr.  Patten  was  married,  June  30,  1892,  to  !\Irs. 
Hannah  (Ouintard )  Crowe.  She  is  a  granddaugh- 
ter of  James  Ouintard,  a  soldier  in  the  war  for  in- 
dependence, and  a  daughter  of  Henry  H.  Ouintard,. 
formerly  of  South  X'orwalk,  but  later  of  Hartford, 
who  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Sons  of 
the  Revolution  in  the  last  named  citv.  Her  mother, 
Clarissa  Grant,  was  a  daughter  of  Hamilton  Grant, 
also  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  whose  autograph  may 
be  seen  in  the  Anthenreum.  Mrs,  Patten  survives 
her  husband,  as  do  also  his  sister.  Miss  ^L  Celinda 
Patten,  of  Hartford,  and  two  brothers,  Francis  and 
Calvin,  of  Stafford. 

JAMES  LOCKWOOD,  whose  death  occurred 
in  his  home  at  Hartford  on  Jan.  16.  1888,  filled  a 
large  place  in  the  business  life  of  the  city  for  a 
great  number  of  years,  and  won  the  warm  friendship 
and  hearty  esteem  of  all  of  the  nianv  who  had 
business  relations  with  him.  His  family  is  of  pio- 
neer stock,  and  he  was  of  the  seventh  generation  in 
descent  from  Robert  Lockwood.  who  came  from 
England  about  1630,  and  settled  in  Wateitown,. 
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Mass.  AUnu  i<>4()  lio  ro'.iun-ccl  lo  I'airtieKl,  Conn., 
where  ho  died  in  105S. 

ICpIiraiin  I.ockwixxi,  horn  Doc.  i,  1641,  in  W'ator- 
town,  aoonnpaniod  his  latlior  to  Connecticut,  and 
later  made  his  pcrnianont  homo  in  .Wirwalk.  On 
Juno  S.  i(i<'5.  Iio  married  Morcy  Sention,  and  thev 
had  ton  cliildron.  of  whom  James,  known  as  Lieut. 
Janios.  was  t!ie  seventh. 

Lieut.  James  Lockwood  was  horn  April  21, 
iCSj!,,  in  Xorwalk,  Conn.,  and  hocanie  prominent  in 
j)uhhc  affairs,  serving  as  a  representative  in  the 
General  Assembly  from  1721  to  1751,  inclusive. 
Un  Oct.  23,  1707,  he  married  Lydia  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Rachel  (Marvin)  Smith,  of  Xor- 
walk. and  gTanddaughter  of  ^L^tthew  and  Eliza- 
beth Marvin,  of  Hartford.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren. 

Rev.  James  Lockwood,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  at  Xorwalk  Dec.  20.  17 14,  and 
died  at  W'ethersfield.  Conn..  Julv  20.  1772,  in  the 
fifty-eighth  year  of  his  ag-e_.  and  the  thirty-fourth 
of  his  ministry.  He  graduated  from  Yale  College 
in  1735.  and  was  chosen  to  a  position  in  the  same 
institution  two  vears  afterward,  serving  one  vear. 
He  accepted  the  call  to  W'ethersfield,  and  was  or- 
dained minister  of  the  First  Church  in  Februarv, 
1739.  Later  he  was  offered  the  presidency  of  the 
College  of  Xew  Jersey,  made  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Jonathan  Edwards,  but  he  declined.  In  1760  he 
was  chosen  a  fellow  of  Yale  College,  and  remained 
such  until  his  death.  In  1766  the  presidency  of  Yale 
College  was  offered  to  him.  but  he  declined  this  also, 
the  reason  being  the  strong  attachment  of  the  people 
of  his  charge  and  his  unwillingness  to  separate  from 
them.  On  Xov.  4,  1742,  he  married  ]\Irs.  }^Iary 
Dickinson,  and  they  had  twelve  children,  of  whom 
Moses  was  fifth. 

Moses  Lockwood  was  born  Sept.  26,  1749,  at 
\\  ethersfield,  Conn.,  and  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war  as  sergeant  in  Col.  John  Durkee's  regi- 
ment.   On  Sept.  9, 

1773'  was  married  to  Sarah 
Bunco,  and  they  had  three  children:  Sarah,  Sam- 
uel and  William  Bunce. 

Capt.  Samuel  Lockwood,  the  next  in  the  line 
of  descent,  was  born  Jan.  31.  17S1,  in  Wethersfield, 
Conn.  He  was  a  sea  captain,  and  died  of  yellow 
fever  in  the  West  Indies.  On  Sept.  12,  1810,  he 
married  Eunice  Crane,  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Mary  Robbins  Crane,  and  they  had  the  following 
children:  James,  born  Oct.  25,  1813;  Nancy  L., 
born  March  13,  181 5.  who  married  Arnold  Bailey; 
and  Henry  L.,  born  June  i,  1818,  who  married  Re- 
becca E.  Griswold. 

James  Lockwood  was  born  in  Wethersfield.  and 
when  only  eleven  years  old  demonstrated  his  busi- 
ness capacity  by  taking  charge  of  the  farm  there. 
He  used  to  knit  his  own  socks.  The  executive 
ability  and  independent  spirit  displayed  by  him  in 
early  life  were  potent  factors  in  his  later  success, 
making  him  a  natural  leader.  He  was  still  a  mere 
boy  when  he  went  to  Hartford,  to  learn  the  printer's 


trade  in  the  oftico  of  the  printing  house  of  J.  Huh- 
I  bard  W'oMs,  tlien  the  loading  printer  of  the  State. 
I  Young  Lockwootl  was  for  some  time  a  carrier  for 
'  the  "Xew  England  Weekly  Review,"  and  a  co\>y 
;  of  the  carrier's  address,  written  by  John  G.  Whit- 
j  tier,  and   distributed  by   "James   Lockwood,  car- 
rier," on  Jan.  1,  1831,  was  a  birthday  present  to 
Mr.  Lockwood  from  Marcus  A.  Casey  some  ton 
\ears  before  Mr.  Lockwood's  death.    In  those  days 
I  it  was  the  custom  for  subscribers  to  give  the  car- 
j  rier  a  present  for  his  faithful  service  m  delivering 
the  paper  every  Saturday  morning.    The  "'Xew 
England  Weekly  Review"  was  started  on  March 
17,  182S,  by  Lord  &  Hammer,  and  was  continued 
till  1S44.    George  D.  Prentice  was  its  first  editor, 
and  John  G.  Whitlier  its  second,  he  holding  the 
position  two  years.    On  Dec.  29,  1876,  Mr.  Whit- 
tier  wrote  the  following  letter  to  ^Ir.  Lockwood: 
"Dear  Friend  :    I  have  received  from  the  Case, 
Lockwood  &  Brainard  Companv,  per  ^Ir.  A.  ]M. 
Casey,  the  beautifully  illustrated  sketch  of  that  com- 
pany's office  and  bindery,  with  a  letter  referring 
I  to  my  residence  in  Hartford,  and  my  own  reminis- 
cences of  the  'Hammer  &  Phelps'  printing  office, 
and  the  'X^.  E.  Review.'     I  remember  writing  the 
'Address'  for  thee,  and  regret  that  I  have  not  a  copy 
of  it  though  I  have  an  incomplete  file  of  the  Re- 
view at  Ambury. 

"I  am  very  glad  to  hear  of  the  prosperitv  of  the 
•'Carrier'  and  with  all  good  wishes  of  the  season, 
I  am  very  truly  thy  old  friend  of  the  'X.  E.  Review.' 

Becoming  a  journeyman  ^Ir.  Lockw'ood  worked 
at  his  trade  a  short  time  before  1836,  when  the^ 
firm  of  Case,  Tiffany  &  Co.  was  formed,  and  bought 
out  J.  Hubbard  Wells,  and  he  soon  had  quite  a 
responsible  place  with  Case,  Tiffany  &  Co.  Scon 
the  firm  grew  from  a  book  office  to  a  combined 
book  and  job  office.  At  that  time  ]Mr.  Lockwood 
was  foreman  of  the  press  room,  gave  out  the  work, 
estimated  on  jobs,  and  covered  the  work  now  separ- 
ated and  in  the  hand  of  half  a  dozen  foremen.  In 
1853  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  and  upon  the 
formation  of  the  corporation  known  as  the  Case, 
Lockwood  &  Brainard  Co.,  was  elected  vice-presi- 
dent, and  held  that  office  till  his  death.  He  was  a 
most  indefatigable  worker,  the  executive  head  of 
the  plant.  All  through  his  long  business  life  he  was 
at  work  from  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  the 
noon  hour,  and  stayed  at  his  office  till  closing  time. 
He  worked  thus  tip  to  the  Saturdav  evening  before 
the  Sunday  upon  which  he  was  afflicted  bv  a  para- 
lytic stroke  that  terminated  in  his  death  the  fol- 
lowing Wednesday.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  unblemished  reputation,  and  was 
strictly  tetnperate  in  his  habits.  For  a  number  of 
years  before  his  death  he  had  been  a  memlxr  of 
the  Asylum  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he 
gave  liberallv,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  ho  was 
a  deacon.  In  earlv  life  he  was  an  Odd  Fellov/. 
Politically  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Repub- 
lican, and  during  the  war  he  was  a  stanch  supporter 
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the  ( lovcniiiiLiit.  .\t  Olio  time  lie  sorvod  as 
alcleniiaii  from  the  old  S.coiul  wanl  of  Hartford. 
It  was  very  creditable  to  .Mr.  I.ock\\\K)d  that  he 
raised  himself  by  iiulu>try  and  integritv  from  the 
poition  of  a  carrier  boy  lo  that  of  a  journevman 
jiriiiter.  and  from  tliat  station  to  a  partner  of  the 
Jirm,  with  a  third  interest  in  one  of  the  best-known 
establishments  in  Xew  England — its  capital  (in 
l8S8)  lieing  $400,000.  .Mr.  Lockwood  departed 
this  life  at  the  aj^e  of  seventy-four,  and  he  leaves 
an  imsullied  name.  His  children  may  well  be 
gratified  in  the  excellent  recortl  he  left  of  an  hon- 
orable and  well-spent  life. 

On  Oct.  25,  1S36,  .Mr.  Lockwood  married  Char- 
lotte IIull  Chamberlin,  who  was  born  March  20, 
181S.  in  Hartford,  and  died  Aug.  15,  1873.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Reuben  J.  and  Sally  (Fox)  Chamberlin. 
They  had  children  as  follows:  William  H.,  born 
Oct.  2.  1837;  Franklin  Samuel,  born  Oct.  2,  1837, 
•died  Jan.  8,  1S42;  Henrietta  Charlotte,  born  May 
15,  1843,  niarried  Charles  A.  Pitkin;  Jennie  .-Mvord, 
"born  .April  28,  1858,  married  Fred  C.  Rockwell,  of 
Hartford. 

C-\PT.  \ViLLi.\M  H.  Lockwood,  the  eldest  son 
•of  James  Lockwood,  began  his  career  at  the  case 
when  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  afterward  was 
promoted  to  the  press-room,  running  Adams  book 
presses  and  R.  Hoe  presses  under  the  eye  of  his 
father,  who  was  then  foreman.  It  was  in  1S56 
that  Case,  Lockwood  &  Co.  prevailed  upon  him  to 
go  to  Xew  York  Citv  to  learn  the  electrotyping 
"business,  which  he  did.  He  was  located  with  the 
late  Mr.  Filmer,  on  Fulton  street,  X'ew  York,  re- 
maining there  imtil  his  enlistment  in  Company  A, 
i6th  Conn.  V.  L  He  returned  to  Hartford  within 
"three  years  and  bought  the  electrotyping  plant  of 
Case,  Lockwood  &  Co.,  which  has  borne  his  name 
since  that  time,  having  been  in  the  same  building 
for  about  forty-three  years.  Webster's  dictionary 
plates  were  at  that  time  stereotyped,  but  later  Mr. 
Lockwood  copper-faced  all  of  them.  He  is  now 
ably  assisted  in  carrying  on  his  large  business  bv  his 
two  sons.  Fie  was  made  director  in  the  Case,  Lock- 
wood  &  Brainard  Co..  upon  the  death  of  his  father, 
in  1888,  and  is  a  member  of  the  L'nited  Typothetse. 
IMr.  Lockwood  spent  two  years  in  the  army  and 
was  in  the  battles  of  Antietam  and  Fredericksburg. 
He  went  into  the  service  as  first-lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany A,  and  was  promoted  on  Sept  17,  1862,  to 
the  rank  of  captain  of  Company  K.  i6th  Conn.  V. 
I.,  because  of  meritorious  service  in  the  field.  He 
also  served  som.e  time  as  a  member  of  the  City 
'Guards.  He  has  a  library  of  about  400  volumes 
on  the  Civil  war — probably  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
■cotinty.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Wyllis  Lof'ge, 
Xo.  99,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  West  Hartford,  and  of 
Robert  O.  Tyler  Post,  G.  A.  R. 

On  Aug'.  24,   1862.  Capt.  Lockwood  married 
first)  Miss  Augusta  Victoria  Pascoe.  daughter  of 
Lester  Pascoe,  and  a  sister  of  ]Major  Henry  L.  Pas- 
coe.   She  died  Oct.  23,  1882,  and  on  Feb.  18,  1890, 


he  married    (second)    Emma   .Vugusta  McClory, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Ennly  .-Xugusta  Brainard 
McLlory,  her  father  being  an  aUoriiey  of  Chicago. 
He  had  ^ix  children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage, 
;  viz.:     L-rank  i'.,  wli-.)  is  also  associated  with  his 
father  in  business;  Henrietta  H.,  wife  of  Arcliic 
II.  ih'onson,  quartermaster  of  the  ist  Connecticut 
Regiment  in  the  Si)anish-.\merican  war,  and  now 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  William  Boardman  &  Sou 
Co.,  of  Flartford  ;  James  L.,  who  is  associated  with 
liis  father  in  business;  Bertha  C,  who  married 
]  Arthur  Towne,  now  with  the  Dime  Savings  Bank 
'  of  Flartford ;- Henry  P.,  born  Xov.  27,  18O3,  who 
;  died  March  22,  1S65;  and  Jessamine  C,  born  Sept. 
9,  1876,  who  died  July  23,  1877. 

MARCUS  MORTOX  JOHXSOX,  B.  Ph.,  M. 
D.,  proprietor  of  the  Woodland  Sanatorium  at  Hart- 
i  ford,  is  one  of  the  best-known  physicians  and  sur- 
1  geons  of  Connecticut.    He  is  a  native  of  Malone, 
I  X.  Y.,  born  April  21,  1844. 

The  Doctor's  paternal  and  maternal  ancestry  are 
distinguished  for  noble  qualities  of  heart  and  brain. 
I  In  the  paternal  line  he  traces  his  ancestry  for  five 
I  generations  to  Sir  John  Johnson,  Sr.,  a  sea  captain 
j  on  an  English  vessel,  who  later  in  life  settled  in 
I  Connecticut.  His  son,  John  Johnson,  Jr.,  settled  in 
!  Rtitland,  Vt.,  where  many  of  his  descendants  still 
j  reside.  He  niarried  ^^lehitable  Sperry,  who  lived 
;  to  the  great  age  of  102  years,  and  perished  in  a 
I  fire,  in  1836.  Silas  Johnson,  son  of  John  Johnson, 
!  Jr.,  and  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Johnson,  was  a  man 
I  of  much  force  of  character.  He  moved  from  Rut- 
land, \'t.,  to  Malone,  X'.  Y.,  being  a  pioneer  of  that 
I  town.  ^Marvin  L.  Johnson,  son  of  Silas  Johnson, 
is  the  Doctor's  father.  He  married  Polly  Chapman. 
I  Dr.  Johnson's  maternal  ancestral  line  is  traced 
I  through  seven  generations  to  a  Dean  of  Canterbury, 
I  England.  The  Chapmans  were  early  settlers  of 
[  Xorwich,  Conn.,  where  his  maternal  great-grand- 
[  father,  Joshua  Chapman,  was  born  in  1755.  In 
'  1775,  he  enlisted  in  the  Revolutionary  army  in  Capt. 

Chapin's  Company.  His  son,  Joshua  Chapman,  Jr., 
I  the  maternal  grandfather  of  the  Doctor,  was  an 
j  early  settler  of  ^Nlalone,  X''.  Y.  The  Doctor's  ances- 
i  tors  are  noted  for  their  longevity,  the  maternal 
i  grandfather  having  lived  to  be  eighty-two  years. 
!  old,  and  his  wife  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-four. 
}  The  Doctor's  mother  is  now  ninety  years  of  age,  and 
I  is  well  preserved,  both  phy-icallv  and  mentally,  at- 
!  tends  church  on  Sunday,  and  always  remembers  the 
;  text. 

Marcus  M.  Johnson  received  his  early  edttcation, 
I  preparatory  to  entering  college,  at  Franklin  .A.cad- 
j  emy,  Malone,  X^.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  from  Brown 
I  University  in  1870,  with  the  degree  of  B.  Ph.  He 
I  then  became  instructor  in  ^Mathematics  and  the 
I  Sciences  in  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  Suf- 
i  field,  Conn.,  for  five  years,  and  is  officially  connected 
j  with  that  institution  now.  He  received  his  medical 
'  degree  from  the  University  of  Xew  York,  where 
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he  gradiiati'il  with  lionor.  receiving-  the  "\"alentine  | 
Mott  (ioKl  AIihI.tI,"  the  highest  award  for  excellence  j 
in  anatomy  ant!  dissections.  The  following  year  lie 
was  house  surgeon  in  the  Hartford  Hospital.  He  | 
then  pursued  his  studies  abroad  for  two  years. 
Among  the  eminent  surgeons  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived in^t^uctions  were  riiomas  Keith,  of  Edin- 
burgli,  whom  he  assisted  in  six  ovariotomies,  Sir 
loseph  Lister,  of  London,  and  Billroth,  of  N'iemia. 
in  llerlin  he  received  especial  instructions  in  gMie- 
cologv  from  ^Lirtin,  and  in  operative  surgery  un<ler 
Von  Langenbeck.  From  iSSo  until  the  present 
tiire  lie  has  resided  in  Hartford,  Gmn..  and  prac- 
ticed medicine,  making  advanced  surgery  the  special 
line  of  work  with  wliich  his  name  has  long-  been 
identified.  In  the  practice  of  medicine  he  is  fully 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  as  a  surgeon  his  name 
will  never  he  forgotten.  Dr.  Johnson  had  not  long 
been  a  resident  of  Hartford  w-hen  the  city  was 
visited  (1882)  by  a  great  epidemic  of  diphtheria, 
200  men.  women  and  children  dying  during  the  year. 
The  Doctor  was  the  first  in  Hartford  to  use  the 
bichloride  of  mercury  treatment  in  this  disease,  by 
■which  he  attained  a  degree  of  success  not  equalled 
by  the  anti-toxin  of  to-day.  The  quickness  with 
wliich  Dr.  Johnson  saw^  the  inefficiency  of  the  old 
treatment  and  adopted  the  new,  tog-ether  with  severe 
professional  opposition,  formed  an  amusing  episode 
in  his  professional  career. 

Dr.  Johnson's  medical  training,  at  home  and 
abroad,  especially  under  Sir  Joseph  Lister,  taught 
him  that  the  best  interest  of  the  patient  could  not 
be  subserved  bv  operations  from  house  to  house. 
He  therefore  erected,  at  122  Woodland  street,  Hart- 
ford, one  of  the  finest  sanatoriums  of  the  East,  one 
of  the  most  complete  institutions  of  the  kind  it  has 
been  the  writer's  privilege  to  visit.  Extreme  clean- 
liness is  paramount  throughout  the  building.  The 
operating  room  is  perfect  in  every  detail,  containing 
all  the  necessary  appurtenances  to  aid  in  making 
successful  operations.  The  rays  of  light  cast  from 
three  larg-e  windows  and  a  skylight  give  the  opera- 
tor a  fine  opportunity  to  do  his  work.  When  ne- 
cessity demands  an  operation  at  night  a  cluster  of 
five  strong  electric  lamps  is  suspended  over  the 
operating  table,  which  does  the  same  service,  while, 
by  a  cord  an  electric  light  searcher  is  hung  to  be  used 
when  the  occasion  demands.  The  institution  is 
equipped  with  all  the  latest  devices  for  the  treatment 
with  massage  and  electricity,  and  has  a  corps  of 
nurses  capable  of  rendering  the  best  possible  care 
to  the  patients. 

No  mention  of  Dr.  Johnson's  professional  career 
would  be  complete  without  referring  to  his  perfect 
mastery  of  his  special  line  of  work,  surgery,  he  hav- 
ing opened  the  abdominal  cavity  eight  hundred 
times,  with  a  high  percentage  of  recoveries.    As  a  \ 
surgeon  he  is  cool,  painstaking  and  skillful,  with  I 
remarkable  success.    He  is  a  rapid  operator,  with  ! 
such  an  acute  touch,  amounting  almost  to  seeing,  | 
that  he  strongly  favors  making  the  short  incision  i 


in  manv  of  his  abdominal  sections,  three  of  which 
operations  were  witnessed  by  the  writer,  and. re- 
sulted in  the  complete  recovery  of  the  patients.  On 
July  J9,  1899,  Dr.  Johnson  oi^erated  on  an  infant, 
nineteen  days  old,  for  strangulated  inguinal  hernia, 
at  Si.  J-  rancis  Htispital.  Hanford,  Louii.  i  he  stran- 
gulation had  existed  about  thirty-five  hours.  The 
mother  stated  that  the  child  was  born  prematurely, 
and  weighed  five  pounds  at  its  birth.  It  is  prob- 
ably the  youngest  on  record  on  whom  this  operation 
has  ever  been  performed — at  least,  it  comes  within 
nineteen  days  of  being  the  youngest.  The  infant 
made  an  excellent  recovery. 

Dr.  Johnson  has  contributed  and  read  bef^.ire 
the  various  medical  cocieties  several  papers,  viz. : 
■'Diphtheria,  Its  History,  Etiology  and  Treatment,"' 
Connecticut  State  ^Medical  Society,  May  20,  1892; 
"The  Technique  of  Removing  the  Appendix  \"er- 
miformis,  with  a  Report  of  One  Hundred  Consecu- 
tive Cases,  with  Two  Deaths,"  read  in  the  section 
on  Surgery  and  Anatomy  at  the  Forty-seventh  An- 
nual [Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  x\ssociation, 
held  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  May  5-8,  1S96;  "Treatment  of 
Pus  Cases  in  Operating  for  Appendicitis,"  Connec- 
ticut ^iledical  Society,  1897;  "\ entral  Hernia  After 
Appendictomy,"  presented  to  the  section  on  Sur- 
ger\-  and  Anatomy  at  the  Forty-ninth  Annual  ]\Ieet- 
iiig  of  the  American  ^Medical  Association,  held  at 
Denver,  Colo.,  June  7-10,  1898;  "History  of  the 
First  Twenty-three  Cases  of  Gastrostomy,  with  a 
Successful  Case  by  the  Writer,"  Connecticut  ]\Iedi- 
cal  Society,  May,  1S99;  "Report  on  the  Progress  of 
Surgery,"  Connecticut  Aledical  Society,  2\Iay,  1899; 
"Etiology  of  Hernia  of  the  Ovary ;  with  the  Relation 
of  Two  Cases,"  Hartford  Medical  Society,  June  16, 
1899;  "Gastrostomy;"  "Improved  Technique  for 
Cure  of  A'entral  Hernia,"'  read  at  the  Fiftv-hrst 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  /American  ]\Iedical  Associ- 
ation, at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  June  5-8,  1900;  "His- 
tory and  Treatment  of  a  Unique  Injury  of  the  Face,"' 
read  before  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  'Mav, 
1900.  Dr.  Johnson  is  a  member  o£  the  American- 
}ilcdical  Association,  of  the  City,  County  and  State 
Medical  Societies,  and  a  surgeon  to  St.  Francis 
Hospital.  He  is  a  fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Aledicine,  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  and  a  Knight  Templar. 

On  Feb.  14,  1884,  Dr.  Johnson  was  married  to 
^hs.  Helen  Lyman  Jackson,  a  cultured  and  estim- 
able lady.  They  have  two  interesting  children,. 
Helen  Gaylord,  born  Feb.  22,  1885 ;  and  Ethel 
Chapman,  born  Aug.  23,  1889. 

GEORGE  BEACH  (deceased).  During  the 
first  half  of  the  present  century  }dr.  Beach  fii;ured 
conspicuously  in  the  business  affairs  of  Hartford, 
and  especially  in  its  financial  circles.  In  his  death. 
May  3,  i860,  the  community  lost  one  of  its  valued 
citizens  and  useful  men.  He  descended  from  an 
old  and  prominent  family  of  Litchfield  county. 

Mr.  Beach  was  a  native  of  Litchfield,  Litchfield 
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Co.,  Conn.,  aiul  was  iHirii  Xnv.  j<),  i7S^5.  lie  fust 
■i-ntcrod  business  life  in  the  Inni  of  I'leree  ilv  licacli, 
who  wore  cn!^:ic;eil  in  the  West  Indies  tr;ule.  (hi 
Septemlier  3.  1814.  he  was  elected  cashier  of  the 
I'huMiix  I'lank,  at  its  orqan izatie^n.  He  served  as 
cashier  until  Septeniher  8.  18^7,  wlun  he  was 
elected  piesident.  anil  served  a^  such  luuil  April  5. 
iStx.").  wiien  he  re>ii;p.ed  owin^'  io  inhrniities.  At 
the  first  org-anization  of  the  bank  the  disturbance 
of  the  currenc}-  cau.-ed  by  the  war  with  Euijlanil 
led  the  bank  to  issue  a  (juantity  of  bills  for  frac- 
tional ])arts  of  a  dollar.  These  bills  the  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  l>ank  and  the  directors  were  autliorized 
to  sign,  but  with  that  exceidion  Mr.  l>each.  either 
.as  cashier  or  president,  signed  all  that  hatl  been 
issued  by  the  bank,  and  its  circulation  spnietimes 
rose  above  a  million.  L'ndoubtedlv.  at  that  time, 
no  man  in  the  vicinity  ever  signed  so  many  bills. 

As  a  banker  Mr.  Deach  was  always  the  friend 
of  the  young  mechanics,  tradesmen  and  merchants 
endeavoring  to  gain  a  foothold,  whose  small  loans 
he  was  disposed  to  favor,  and  the  directors  often 
yielded  to  his  urgency  in  such  matters.  Pie  was 
steadily  and  systematically  benevolent,  but  was 
particularly  opposed  to  signing  his  name  to  sub- 
scriptions, always  preferring  to  write  "cash."  He 
Relieved  in  dispensing  his  charities  while  living. 
I'rom  early  life  an  active  Episcopalian,  a  member 
■of  Christ  Church,  his  religious  offerings  took  that 
direction  generally,  but  not  exclusively.  He  gave 
the  land  for  St.  PauKs  Church.  The  Widow's 
Home,  which  he  built  and  maintained,  was  a  most 
sensible  charity — a  large  house  sub-divided  into 
neat  tenements,  which  he  let  gratuitously  to  de- 
serving widows  who  had  no  home,  and  he  was 
careful  on  this  point.  ]\Ir.  Beach  was  a  business 
man  and  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school.  ]\Iore- 
•over,  he  was  a  most  useful  citizen  and  a  Christian. 

Mr.  Beach  was  three  times  married.  He  had 
seventeen  children,  thirteen  of  whom  were  sons 
(and  three  of  whom  survive  him),  one  being  J. 
Watson,  whose  sketch  appears  farther  on.  Harriet 
Bradley,  the  first  wife  of  George  Beach,  was  born 
June  27,  1792,  and  died  July  10,  1826.  ]\Iaria 
Xichols,  the  second  wife,  was  born  'Slav  10,  1799, 
and  died  Xov.  15,  1845.  ^^is  third  wife  was  the 
widow  of  E.  W.  Bull. 

Hexkv  Bruce  Beach,  son  of  George  and  Har- 
riet (Bradley)  Beach,  was  born  Xov.  3,  1817.  He 
■spent  his  early  school  days  in  Hartford  and  Granby, 
and  at  the  age  of  si.xteen  years  went  to  sea  in  a 
sealing  vessel,  sailing  for  two  years.  Ele  was  then 
in  a  country  store  at  Cazenovia.  X.  Y.,  for  two  years. 
In  1839  he  began  keeping  books  for  Beach  &  Co. 
In  1842  he  went  into  the  iron  business  as  agent  for 
Truman  Hanks,  his  father-in-law.  In  1844  he 
"bought  out  the  interest  of  Truman  Hanks, 
and  with  Samuel  Woodruff  formed  the  fnm  of 
"Woodruff  &  Beach  Iron  Works."  In  1870  this 
firm  went  out  of  existence.  In  187 1  the  firm  of 
H.  B.  Beach  &  Son  was  organized.    ^Ir.  Beach 


was  married  first  to  Mary  Hanks,  daughter  of 
Tnnnan  Hanks.  Their  only  child  was  llenrv 
Ledlie.  born  Jidy  13,  i,S3().  j'or  ii:s  second  wife 
Henry  B.  Beach  married  Mrs.  h'ranees  A.  Tomlin- 
son  (iu\-  Barnard),  and  for  his  third  wife  George- 
anna  Smith,  granddaughter  of  Commodore  Kodg- 
ers,  and  grandniece  of  Commodores  O.  H.  and  M. 
C.  Terry. 

Henry  L.  Beach,  son  of  Henry  B.  and  Mary 
(Hanks)  Beach,  attended  military  academy  at  West 
Haven,  Hamden.  and  Litchfiejd,  Conn.,  and  began 
his  business  career  in  1S59.  In  18O2  he  enlisted 
in  Company  J,  i6th  Conn  \'.  I.,  was  commissioned 
lieutenant  of  Company  G.  in  August.  1862,  and 
was  promoted  to  captain  Sept.  17,  i8')2.  He  parti- 
cipated in  the  battle  of  Antietam  and  in  other  en- 
gagements, and  was  mustered  out  in  1864.  He  is 
a  member  of  Robert  L.  Tyler  Post,  Xo.  50,  Hart- 
lord.  He  was  married  at  Cincinnati  to  Miss  Alary 
Bence  Crane,  who  died  in  1891,  leaving  no  children. 

J.  Watso.x  Be.vcii,  whose  death  occurred  at  his 
home  in  Hartford  on  March  16,  1S87,  w^as  born 
Dec.  28,  1823,  ninth  child  and  seventh  son  of  George 
Beach.  J.  Watson  J  leach  was  for  a  long  period  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Beach  &  Co.,  widely  known 
as  a  large  importing  house,  whose  colors  and  dye 
stuff's  are  known  to  all  the  manufacturers  of  Xew 
England.  Their  daily  cable  dispatches  went  to  all 
countries.  Air.  Beach  was  also  president  of  the 
Weed  Sewing  Alachine  Co.,  a  former  president  of 
the  Alercantile  Bank,  in  which  he  was  a  director 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  he  was  also  a  director 
of  the  Alachine  Screw  Co.,  vice-president  and  di- 
rector of  the  Western  Automatic  Screw  Co.,  secre- 
tary of  the  Grove  \\'orks,  and  director  of  the  Broad 
Brook  Manufacturing  Co.  Xo  better  known  figure 
than  that  of  Air.  Beach,  with  his  tail  and  manly 
form  and  handsome  face,  was  ever  seen  on  Hart- 
ford streets.  He  had  hosts  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances who  knew  and  liked  him  for  his  large- 
heartedness,  and  good  character  and  disposition. 
His  genial  nature  and  general  intelligence  made 
him  a  favorite  everywhere,  and  not  least  of  all  in 
Hartford  societv  circles.  He  was  interested  in 
chemistr}',  and  was  a  thoroughly  well-informed 
man  on  nearly  all  subjects. 

J.  W.  Beach  left  a  widow,  Josephine  E.  Cofling, 
and  five  children,  namely:  Mrs.  George  H.  Day, 
of  Hartford:  Dr.  Charles  C.  Beach,  of  Hartford; 
(jeorge  W  .,  of  Beach,  Treiber  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.; 
Airs.  P.  H.  Ingalls,  wife  of  a  Hartford  physician; 
and  Richard  J.,  of  Boston,  Alass. 

Dr.  Charles  C.  Beach,  son  of  J.  Watson  and 
Josephine  E.  (Coffing)  Beach,  attended  boarding 
school  in  Berkshire  county,  Alass.,  and  the  public 
schools  of  Hartford.  He  graduated  from  Yale  Sci- 
entific School  in  1877,  wdien  he  became  a  member 
of  the  Delta  Fraternity.  He  graduated  from  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  1882,  and 
was  for  a  time  house  physician  in  St.  Luke's  Hos- 
pital, Xew  York  City.    He  then  continued  his  med- 
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ical  stinlics  in  lUvIiii  aiul  \'icniia,  and  in  1S85  hc- 
i;;in  practice  in  llartfinnl,  Conn.  Or.  IJi^ach  mar- 
ried Marv  K.  r.aiicr>on.  daiii^lucr  uf  Hon.  James  G. 
r.altcrst.>n,  uf  llant.'rd.  I'hc}  Ikuc  tonr  children, 
nanr.lv:  (.loudw  in  J laltersun  ;  josepli  WaiSDii; 
Cb.arles   P-radford:  and  i-^lizalieili  (ioodwin. 

IIOX.  IKA  XICIIOLS  JU:\  AXS.  a  retired 
business  man  anil  traveling;-  jalesinan  now  residing' 
in  Bristol,  was  born  in  Trumbull,  I'airtield  Co., 
Conn..  Inly  5,  iSj;.  and  is  a  son  of  Timothy  \  . 
and  Samantha  (^lierd  )  Devans. 

Timothy  \'.  iievans,  liorn  in  Stratford,  Conn., 
was  a  son  of  a  caplaiu  wiili  lue  children,  and 
was  himself  a  sea  captain  in  early  life,  but  in  his 
later  years  became  a  farmer  in  Trumbull  and  Mon- 
roe, Fairfield  county.  In  politics  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  afterward  a  Republican,  and  in  religion  was 
an  Episcopalian,  in  which  faith  he  died  at  the  age 
01  ninety-three  years  ;  his  w  ife  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.  To  their  marriage  were  born 
nine  children :  Julia,  who  was  married  to  Cyrus 
r.otsford,  died  in  f  lumphrc)  sville,  Conn. ;  Russell 
R.,  a  hatter,  died  in  Danbury ;  Charles,  first  a  shoe- 
maker, later  a  farmer,  dieil  in  TrumlniU ;  Lucy  Ann, 
Avho  was  married  to  Samuel  French,  also  died  in 
Trumbull ;  David,  w  ho  was  a  carriagemaker,  died  in 
Xew  Haven ;  John,  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  lives  in 
Bethel,  Conn. :  Samantha  married  Louis  French, 
who  died  in  Bridgeport,  wdiere  she  still  lives ;  Ira 
X'.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Susan  X.  (now 
}ilrs.  Knapp),  resides  in  Xew-  York  City. 

Ira  Nichols  Bevans  was  educated  in  ]\Ionroe, 
Pairfield  county,  to  wdiich  town  his  parents  removed 
when  he  was  quite  young.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  quit  school  and  clerked  for  eight  or  ten 
months  in  the  grocery  store  of  William  Ross,  wdio 
failed.  Young  Bevans  then  went  to  Sandy  Hook, 
where  he  clerked  for  \\'illiam  C.  Clark  one  year, 
and  then  returned  to  ^^lonroe.  where  for  a  year  he 
farmed  for  James  Drew,  and  the  following  two 
years  he  passed  at  home  with  his  father.  For  a 
limited  period  he  superintended  the  cotton  factory 
of  F.  M.  Cargill.  at  ^lonroe.  He  then  worked  as 
a  shoemaker  in  Trumbull  two  or  three  years  lor 
Samuel  French,  his  brother-in-law.  Mr.  Bevans 
now  married,  to  wdiich  important  event  further  al- 
lusion will  be  made,  and  removed  to  Bethel,  enter- 
ing into  partnership  with  George  Cole  in  the  manu- 
facture of  fine  boots  for  Xathan  Seeley,  who  had 
a  large  store  in  Montgomery,  Ala.  This  partner- 
ship was  continued  for  two  years,  when  'Sir. 
Bevans  purchased  the  business  and  conducted  it  on  j 
his  sole  account  two  years  longer,  when  he  sold  out  1 
and  went  to  W'aterbury.  There  he  worked  in  a  | 
cotton  factory  for  five  years,  then  took  charge  of 
the  company's  boarding  house,  and  also  superin- 
tended a  part  of  the  company's  mill  for  another 
year.  The  next  enterprise  of  ^h.  Bevans  was  a 
trip  to  Texas,  wdicre  he  passed  four  years  selling 


cotton  gins,  and  also  traveled  through  otlicr  "cot- 
ion  ."-^taies,"  antl  for  eight  years  sokl  agencies  for 
v.irious  gins.  In  April,  1861,  he  returned  to  the 
Xorth,  and  for  some  time  remained  in  I'lymouth, 
Lonn.,  where  his  family  then  resided.  For  a  few 
months  he  and  his  brother  were  employed  in  mak- 
ing army  accoutrements — knapsacks,  haversacks, 
etc.,  at  Hartford,  and  in  the  spring  of  lS<^2.  in  com- 
pany with  Eli  Terry,  bought  the  clock  spring  busi- 
ness uf  the  Cook  Axle  Co.,  of  Winsted,  and  brought 
it  to  Terryville,  but  in  1S65  he  sold  his  share  to 
Mr.  Terry  and  went  to  Xew  Orleans,  where  for 
six  months  he  was  engaged  in  selling  machinery 
of  all  kinds.  On  returning  to  I'lymouth,  Conn., 
he  passed  a  short  time  with  his  family,  and  then 
accepted  the  foremanship  of  the  tempering  depart- 
ment of  I.  Strouse  &  Co.'s  corset  factory  in  Xew 
Haven,  but  a  year  later  (iS'jS)  went  to  Tlionias- 
ton.  Conn.,  and  assumed  charge  of  the  spring  de- 
partment of  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  Co.,  and  this 
position  he  heUl  for  twenty-two  years,  perfecting 
a  number  of  different  springs  while  so  employed. 

In  1890  ^ilr.  Bevans  came  to  Bristol,  and  as 
the  E.  Ingraham  Co.  had  begun  to  make  their  own 
springs,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  that  depart- 
ment, and  held  charge  until  1895,  when  he  was 
i  taken  ill  and  retired,  turning  over  to  his  son,  Walter 

E.,  his  position  with  the  Ingraham  Company, 
i  Ira  X'.  Bevans  was  first  married  to  Miss  Har- 
i  riet  Evaline  Wiard,  a  native  of  Wolcott,  and  a 
daughter  of  Solomon  Wiard.  She  died  in  1853, 
I  the  mother  of  one  child,  Walter  E.,  w  ho  succeed- 
j  ed  his  father  in  the  Ingraliam  Conipanv.  Walter 
I  E.  has  been  twice  married;  his  first  wife,  Jennie 
I  Humphreyville,  was  divorced,  and  he  afterward 
j  wedded  Mrs.  Evaline  Scarrett.  For  his  second 
1  wife  our  subject  wedded  Mrs.  Louise  Rouell 
I  Blakeslee,  of  Thoniaston,  to  which  marriage  there 
j  lias  been  no  issue.  In  poiitics  Air.  Bevans  is  a 
I  Republican,  and  in  1885  he  represented  Plymouth 
I  in  the  State  Legislature,  having  led  his  party  at 
I  the  polls  by  forty-two  votes.  He  was  also  on  the 
i  board  of  relief  and  a  grand  juror.  In  Terryville 
t  he  was  likewise  on  the  board  of  relief.  In  1894 
j  he  was  warden  of  Bristol,  being  the  second  to 
j  fill  that  office,  but  illness  necessitated  his  resigna- 
tion before  the  expiration  of  his  term. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Bevans  is  a  member  of  Union 
Lodge,  X'o.  96,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Granite  Chapter, 
Xo.  42,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Thoniaston.  He  formerlv 
was  treasurer  of  Bristol  Grange,  Xo.  116,  P.  of  H., 
of  wdiich  his  wife  is  also  a  member,  and  they  are 
both  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
of  which  she  was  associate  matron  and  secretary' 
at  Thoniaston.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bevans  are  consist- 
ent members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  wdiich 
he  is  past  vestryman.  Altogether  be  has  lived  a 
most  active  and  useful  life,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  has  for  some  years  been  an  invalid, 
and  for  two  years  was  contiiied  to  his  room,  but 
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iroiu  this  attack  lie  has  happily  recuperated,  and 
staiuls  again  among  his  fellow  men,  honored  and 
resj>ected. 

PillXEAS  IIEXRY  IXGALLS.  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians  of  Hart- 
ford, was  born  April  i8,  1856,  in  the  little  town  <A 
Gorham,  Maine,  about  ten  miles  from  Portlantl, 
Maine.  His  ancestry  is  of  the  old  Xew  England  stock, 
and  he  is  of  the  seventh  generation  from  Edmund 
Ingalls,  who  came  from  Lincolnshire,  Englan^i.  in 
1629,  and  settled  in  Andover,  }>Iassachusetts. 

The  Hartford  Post  in  a  recent  sketch  gives  the 
following- data  :  "The  Doctor's  grandfather.  Phineas 
Ingalls,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  but  he  formed 
one  of  the  band  which  went  to  Maine  soon  after  the 
Revolutionary  war.  in  which  he  fought,  and  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  Bridgton,  in  that  State.  His 
son,  the  father  of  the  present  bearer  of  the  name, 
was  also  Phineas  Ingalls,  and  he  became  a  leading 
physician  in  Gorham  and  vicinity  in  1820."  Dr. 
Ingalls'  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Elder,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Gorham,  [Maine,  and  on  her 
side  he  is  a  lineal  descendant  from  Josias  Cook, 
who  came  over  in  the  "Mayllower."' 

The  early  life  of  Dr.  Ingalls  was  spent  in  his 
native  town,  and  at  the  public  schools  of  I'ortland, 
Maine.  He  entered  Bowdoin  College,  graduating 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1877,  and  receiving 
the  degree  of  A.  }^I.  in  1SS5.  X'o  doubt  he  inherited  i 
a  liking  for  the  medical  profession  from  his  father.  ; 
At  any  rate  he  decided,  about  this  time,  to  become  j 
a  physician,  and  at  once  began  the  study  of  medi-  j 
cine  at  Portland.  Elaine,  with  Dr.  S.  H.  Tewks-  j 
bury  and  Dr.  Charles  W.  Bray.  He  attended  two  j 
courses  of  lectures  at  the  Elaine  ^ledical  School,  [ 
and  took  a  three-years'  course  at  the  College  of  ; 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York  City.  He  was  i 
graduated  there  in  1880,  and  his  first  practical  serv-  j 
ice  was  entered  upon  immediately  after  that  at  the  | 
Woman's  Hospital  in  New  York  City,  where  he  ' 
served  as  house  surgeon  and  gained  a  wide  and  ■ 
serviceable  experience.  Here  he  remained  until  X'o-  ' 
vember,  188 1,  when  he  returned  to  Portland,  }>Iaine,  : 
and  engaged  in  work  there  until  ]\Iarch,  1882,  when  | 
he  came  to  Hartford.  For  three  years  he  was  lo-  j 
Gated  on  Elm  street,  and  there  he  established  the  nu-  i 
cleus  of  the  large  practice  which  he  now  enjoys,  j 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  came  to  No.  112  High 
street,  where  he  has  since  remained.  Dr.  Ingalls 
makes  a  specialty  of  diseases  peculiar  to  women,  and  . 
his  practice  is  largely  in  operations  and  consulta-  j 
tion  work  in  Hartford  and  adjoining  towms.  It  is  ] 
probably  the  largest  gynecological  practice  enjoyed  | 
by  any  physician  in  Connecticut.  I 
In  1891  Dr.  Ingalls  performed  the  operation  ! 
that,  without  doubt,  did  more  to  make  his  name  ! 
prominent  in  connection  with  this  branch  of  surgical  , 
work  than  any  previous  or  stibsequent  performance.  | 
At  that  time  he  accomplished  successfully  the  very  j 
difificult  and  dangerous  operation   known    to   th^  ' 


medical  world  as  Ca:saroan  Section.    It  is  rarely 
attempted,  and  is  rtSLirtcd  to  onl_\  in  the  most  dc^- 
j  pcrate  cases.    .\  coolness  and  nerve   is  required 
I  which   few   practitioners,   especially    among  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession,  can  command. 
In  this  case  Dr.  Ingalls  was  entirely  successful. 
The  case  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention,  and 
1  was  extensively  cimunented  upon  in  the  newspapers. 
In  1S84   Dr.  Ingalls    was   appointed  visiting 
gynecologist  at  the  Hartford  Hospital,  and  entered 
with  enthusiasm  into  that  branch  of  the  work  there. 
He  began  to  perforin  operations  in  the  abdominal 
'  cavity  which -before  that  time  had  been  unfortunate 
i  in  their  results  in  this  city.    By  careful  attention 
to  technique,  and  the  finer  details  of  the  work,  he 
soon  brought  that  department  at  the  hospital  to  a. 
I  point  where  its  work  in  this  particular  line  will 
j  compare  favorably  with  that  of  any  hospital  in  the 
country.     Most  of  his  work  is  surgical,  and  he 
performs  an  average  of  about  two  hundred  opera- 
tions per  year.    In  1899.  after  the  death  of  Dr. 
Campbell,  Dr.  Ingalls  was  appointed  medical  ex- 
I  aminer  of  the  .Etna  Insurance  CQinpany. 
]       Dr.  Ingalls  has  shown  much  public  spirit,  and 
j  was  appointed  by  }iIayor  Brainard  to  the  board  of 
police  commissioners,  where  he  served  with  faith- 
fulness and  ability.    He  was  chairman  of  the  build- 
ing committee  which  has  in  charge  the  erection  of 
the  new  police  station.    It  was  largely  through  his 
efforts  that  this  building  was  started,  and  he  takes 
a  deep  personal  interest  in  its  construction. 

In  1883,  after  he  b.ad  been  in  this  city  about  a  year,, 
the  Doctor  joined  the  First  Regiment  as  assistant 
surgeon,  and  became  very  much  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  local  militia.  In  1885  he  was  made 
adjutant,  and  in  1S90  he  was  appointed  on  Gen. 
V.'atson's  staff  as  brigade  inspector.  During  these 
years  he  was  enthusiastic  in  military  affairs,  enter- 
ing into  its  interests  with  his  characteristic  energy, 
and  rendering  valuable  service  to  the  State.  He 
resigned  in  1892  only  because  of  the  weight  of  other 
duties,  especially  in  connection  with  his  increasing 
practice.  Dr.  Ingalls  finds  time  to  respond  to  the 
demands  of  many  phases  of  social  life.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Hartford  Club,  the  Cotintry  Club, 
the  Republican  Club,  the  Flartford  Golf  Club,  the 
Colonial  Club,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, and  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars ;  also  the 
Church  Club  of  Connecticut.  He  is  a  member 
and  prominent  supporter  of  Christ  Church.  Dr. 
Ingalls  is  a  member  of  the  City,  County  and  State 
IMedical  Societies.  Imt.  perhaps,  his  greatest  dis- 
tinction in  this  direction  is  his  membership  in  the 
American  Gynecologist  Society,  an  association  of 
specialists  limited  to  a  meinl>ership  of  one  hundred. 
ITe  was  elected  to  this  society  in  1S90,  and  is  the 
onlv  member  in  this  State.  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Censors  of  the  Hartford  [Medical  Society, 
and  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Woman's 
Hospital  of  X'cw  A^ork  City.  Among  his  more  im- 
portant medical  papers  is  one  on  "X"on-Surgical 
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Treat nit-'iit  of  Aiuclk-xion,"  i)ul)lis.lu'(l  in  the  '"Xow 
York  .Medical  Journal"  Marcii  -'7,  18SO;  Lssay, 
*"])aniages  of  rariuriiion  and  Their  Repair,"  pro- 
ceedings Coneclieul  .Medical  Sociely,  1880;  disserta- 
tion, ■■  Uterine  Lancer,"  proceedings  Lonneciicut 
Medical  Sucieiv,  i^^89;  "Sloughing  Fibroids  ol  the 
Uterus,"  proceedings  American  Livneeologieal  So- 
cielv,  iS<;i  ;  "Successful  Case  of  C;esarean  Sec- 
tion," "American  Journal  of  Uostetncs,''  August, 
l8y_'.  Dr.  Ingalls  takes  little  recreation,  but  is 
verv  fond  of  traveling,  and  during  the  month  of 
August  he  allows  himself  full  indulgence  in  this 
pleasure.  This,  however,  is  cliieily  an  economic 
measure,  adopted  in  order  to  better  uieet  the  un- 
usual reciuirements  and  exhausting  demands  of  a 
physician  s  life. 

On  iNlay  13,  18S5,  Dr.  Ingalls  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Helen  Beach,  daughter  of  the  late  J.' 
Watson  Beach,  and  to  their  union  has  been  born 
one  child,  who  died  in  infancy. 

IIOX.  GEORGE  WASHIXGTOX  EIODGE, 
special  agent  of  the  American  Real  Estate  Company 
of  Xew  York  City,  former  State  treasurer.  State 
senator  and  representative,  and  for  many  years  a 
manufacturer  of  Windsor,  this  county,  is  one  of 
'.he  substantial  citizens  and  useful  men  of  Hartford 
county. 

yir.  Hodge  was  born  in  Seymour,  Conn.,  July 
5.  1S45,  son  of  George  L.  and  Hannah  AI.  (Pelton) 
Hodge.  Rev.  \\'illiam  Hodge,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, a  Baptist  minister,  came  to  this  country  in 
1823,  from  Scotland,  with  his  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, and  lived  in  Long  Island  and  Connecticut. 
Mr.  Hodge's  maternal  grandparents  were  settlers 
of  western  Massachusetts,  inoving  from  there  to 
central  Xew  York.  They  were  connected  with  the 
Peltons  of  the  early  settlement  of  Saybrook  and 
East  Windsor,  Connecticut. 

George  W.  Hodge  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Suf- 
field,  Conn.,  and  the  Eastman  Business  College,  at 
Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.  After  leaving  school,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  he  learned  the  business  of  paper- 
making  in  the  mills  of  his  father,  at  Rainbow, 
Conn.  In  August,  1S65,  he  was  married  to  }iliss 
Jennie  A.  Clark,  of  Tivoli,  X.  Y.,  and  in  1866  be- 
came a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hodge,  Son  &  Co., 
thus  continuing  until  1S74,  when  he  retired;  in  1876 
he  purchased  a  one-third  interest'  with  House  & 
Co.,  manufacturers  of  press  paper;  in  1882  he  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  one  partner  and  in  1890  of 
the  other. 

Mr.  Hodge  is  known  as  one  of  the  enterprising, 
public-spirited  and  progressive  men  of  his  town, 
and  has  been  prominent  in  town,  county  arid  State 
affairs.  He  is  a  representative  Xew  England  gen- 
tleman, and  is  highly  esteemed  and  respected  wher- 
ever known.  He  was  selectman  of  the  town  of 
\yindsor  from  1876  to  1881,  a  member  of  the 
Connecticut  House  of  Representatives,  i88r,  1882; 
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I  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  the  Third  Dis- 
!  trict.  18S0  and  1890;  and  treasurer  of  the  State  of 
;  Connecticut,  1895-189O.  He  has  always  been  a 
!  Ivepublican.  He  is  a  Ereemason,  a  member  of  the 
Royal  .\rcanum,  and  of  the  Republican  Club  of 
i  Hartford.  W  hen  a  lad  of  twelve  years  he  joined 
!  the  Baptist  Church,  and  has  been  connected  with 
I  that  body  ever  since.  He  was  one  of  the  leading 
1  agencies  in  the  organization  of  the  church  and  in 
I  building  the  house  of  worship  and  parsonage,  at 
!  Rainbow,  his  place  of  residence.  Since  Oct.  1, 
\  1897,  he  has  been  special  agent  of  the  iVmerican 
j  Real  Estate  Company  of  Xew-  York  City. 

j       XELSOX    GERSIIOM    HIXCKLEY.  One 
does  not  have  to  carry  his  investigations  far  in  the 
history  of  the  Xew  England  States  to  find  that  the 
Hinckley  family  has  been  prominent  in  its  dcvelop- 
;  ment  and  upbuilding,  and  a  most  worthy  repre- 
1  sentative  of  this  family  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
I       yir.  Hinckley  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  about 
:  the  year  1600,  and  to  the  County  of  Kent,  England, 
I  where  John  Lothrop  was  pastor  of  a  parish  in  Eger- 
I  ton.  He  (John)  embraced  the  faith  of  the  Puritans, 
i  but  subsequently  adopted  the  views  of  Robinson,  at 
j  Leyden.    In  1623  he  renounced  his  orders  in  the 
j  Church  of  England,  and  removed  to  London,  fol- 
'  lowed  by  some  of  his  parishioners,  among  wdiom 
I  was  (I)  Samuel  Plinckley.    In  January,  1624,  Mr. 
i  Lothrop  became  second  pastor  of  the  first  Congre- 
gational church  gathered  in  London  on  the  plan  of 
Robinson,  at  Leyden.    They  held  their  meetings 
privately,  in  Blackfriars,  but  in  April,  1632,  w^ere 
discovered  by  the  pursuivant  of  Archbishop  Laud, 
I  were  apprehended,  and  eighteen  only  escaped.  Mr. 
Lothrop,  with  twenty-four  others,  was  imprisoned 
two  years,  some  in  the  "Clink,"  some  in  "X'ew 
Prison,"  and  some  in  the  "Gate  House,"'  when  all 
but  himself  were  liberated.    Pie  petitioned  King 
Charles  I,  and  was  set  at  liberty  in  April,  1634,  on 
condition  of  departing  from  the  kingdom.  Accord- 
ingly he  in  1634  came  to  Boston  in  the  ship  "Griftin," 
with  about  thirty  of  his  people,  settled  in  Scituate, 
and  afterward  removed  to  Barnstable. 

Samuel  Plinckley  was  one  of  those  who,  in  1635, 
in  the  ship  "Hercules,"  followed  ^Ir.  Lothrop  to 
Boston  and  Scituate.  In  1637  he  was  adniitted  a 
freeman,  and  removed  to  Barnstable  in  1639. 
Aloore,  in  his  "Lives  of  the  Governors  of  Plymouth 
Colony,"  says:  "Some  of  the  first  settlers  of  Barn- 
stable were  men  of  education  and  easy  fortunes, 
who  had  left  homes  enviable,  save  in  the  single 
circftmstance  of  the  abridgement  of  religious  liberty. 
The  ']\Ien  of  Kent'  are  duly  celebrated  in  English 
history  as  men  of  gallantry,  loyalty  and  courtly  man- 
ners. Vassal,  Hatherly,  Cudv.-or'th,  Tilden,  Hinck- 
ley and  others  had  been  accustomed  to  the  elegances 
of  life  in  England.  They  were  men  eminentlv  quali- 
fied not  only  for  transacting  municipal  concerns, 
but  for  taking  an  active  and  leading  part  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  colony." 
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'I'lionias  Hinoklov,  >on  ol  Sa;nuol,  was  the  last 
^'(.'vcriior  ot  I'lyinouth  Colony.  11c  was  chosen  one 
of  the  assistants  in  and  coniinned  in  office 

nntil  i''8l.  In  that  year,  lollowini::  the  deatli  of 
josia?  Winslow.  he  was  cl;osen  i;o\ernor  of  Xew 
I'lyn-ionth  Colony,  anil  continued  in  that  oflice  (^ex- 
cept during  the  short  ])eriod  of  th.e  rule  of  Andross. 
\\  lien  lie  was  councillor  )  by  successive  re-elections 
luuil  the  Colony  was  incorix^rated  with  Massachu- 
setts under  the  charter  of  1O9J — a  period  of  eleven 
years. 

While  governor,  Mr.  Hinckley  made  an  early 
effort,  if  not  the  earliest  cttort  made  in  this  coim- 
try,  to  establish  and  promote  a  system  of  free 
schools,  anil  when  the  hrst  school  was  established  by 
law  in  1672  he  was  ""steward"  of  the  income  set 
apart  for  its  support,  and  remained  its  faithful  and 
consistent  champion.  It  was  said  of  him  that  in 
his  religious  views  he  resembled  the  rigid  Gov. 
Prince,  rather  than  the  tolerant  Winslow.  A  law 
was  passed  while  he  was  governor,  sometimes  called 
"Hinckley's  law,"  which  provided  that  ""if  any  ne- 
glect the  worship  of  God  in  the  place  where  he  lives, 
and  set  up  a  worship  contrary  to  God  and  the  allow- 
ances of  this  government,  to  the  profanation  of 
God's  holy  day,  he  shall  pay  ten  shillings."  Gov. 
Hinckley  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  propogation  of 
the  Gospel  among  the  Indians,  and  in  securing  a 
competent  support  for  ministers  of  religion. 

{II)  John  Hinckley,  son  of  Samuel,  born  in 
Barnstable  2Vlay  24,  1644,  called  ""Ensign  John," 
took  an  active  interest  in  the  government  and  mili- 
tary defense  of  the  Colony.  He  married  Eethia 
Lothrop,  granddaughter  of  Rev.  John  Lothrop,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five. 

(HI)  Gershom  Hinckley,  son  of  Ensign  John, 
was  born  in  Barnstable  April  2,  16S2.  In  the  year 
1712  he  removed  to  Lebanon,  Conn.,  where  he  had 
purchased  lands,  and  became  a  prosperous  farmer. 
He  married  Mary  Buel,  of  Lebanon,  and  reared  a 
large  family.  He  died  in  December,  1774,  aged 
ninety-two,  and  she  passed  away  Feb.  23,  same  year, 
aged  eighty-five,  the  mother  of  fourteen  children. 
They  were  reared  and  educated  in  that  patriotic  town 
during  the  stern  and  stirring  times  that  preceded 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  were  contemporary  with 
the  famous  ""Brother  Jonathan"  Trumbull.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  ""State  Records  of  Revolutionary 
Soldiers"  that  many  of  his  descendants  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  that  great  struggle. 

(I\')  John  Hinckley,  son  of  Gershom,  of  Leb- 
anon, was  born  Feb.  10,  1729,  and  finally  settled  in 
East  Hampton,  Connecticut.  ' 

Gershom  Hinckley,  grandfather  of  Xelson 
G.,  was  born  in  1754,  and  removed  to  Thetford, 
\'t.,  where  he  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  town, 
and  deacon  in  the  First  Congregational  Church  for 
twentv-six  years,  until  his  death. 

(VI)  Asahel  Hinckley,  father  of  Xelson  G.,  was 
born  Feb.  ir,  1794,  in  Thetford,  \'t..  and  came  to 
Hartford  in  1810.    He  was  a  printer  by  trade,  and 


worked  in  the  office  of  The  IfiVlforii  Coiiraiit  at  a 
!  period  when  the  ""art  preservative  of  all  the  arts" 
I  was  very  ditterent  from  what  it  now  is.  He  not 
;  only  set  up  the  type,  but  was  also  accustomed  t" 
;  ""[)uH"  the  entire  edition  of  the  pa[ier  on  a  hand 
j  press,  and  ink  the  form  with  the  old-fashioneil 
I  '"balls."  In  1820  he  commenced  the  dry-goods  antl 
millinery  business  on  Main  street,  near  Church  ;  his 
store  lor  many  years  was  known  in  Hartford  as  the 
I  leading  one  in  that  line.  In  1854  his  son  Xelson  G. 
j  succeeded  to  the  business. 

1  On  Sept.  7,  1817.  Asahel  Hinckley  married 
;  Philinda  Skinner,  of  Bolton,  Coim.,  daughter  of 
Eldad  and  ^Nlaria  i^Sackett)  Skinner.  Eldad  Skin- 
ner's father,  Asahel  Skinner,  married  Sarah  Trum- 
bull, daughter  of  Benjamin  and  3,Iary  (Brown) 
i  Trumbull,  and  sister  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Trumbull. 
D.  D.,  the  famous  historian.  Benjamin.  Sr.,  father 
of  Sarah  Trumbull,  was  a  son  of  Benoni  Trumbull, 
brother  of  Joseph,  who  was  the  father  of  the  famous 
'"Brother  Jonathan"  Trumbull.  Children  were  born 
to  {VI)  Asahel  and  Philinda  Hincklev  as  follows: 
Sarah  Maria,  Oct.  25,  1818,  died  April  20.  1892 
(she  married  Lorenzo  Lane,  of  Chicopee,  ^lass.)  ; 
X'elson  G.  is  mentioned  below;  Jane  Elizabeth.  Oct. 
19,  1822,  died  Jan.  i,  1S9S  (she  married  Oliver 
Woodhouse)  ;  Arthur  Tappan  is  mentioned  below. 
Asahel  Hinckley  died  July  23,  1844;  Philinda,  liis 
wife,  died  Aug.  24,  1870. 

Capt.  Arthur  T.  Flinckley  was  born  in  Hartford 
Feb.  9,  1830,  and  passed  his  early  life  in  that  city. 
In  1854  he  was  appointed  (by  Col.  X.  G.  Hinckley, 
quartermaster-general)  armorer  at  the  State  arsenal, 
holding  that  position  until  1862,  and  in  many  ways 
proving  his  eminent  fitness  therefor.    In  1861,  at  the 
first  call  for  volunteers  in  the  Civil  war,  he  took  en- 
listment  papers    from   Adjt.-Gen.  Williams,  and, 
making  his  headquarters  at  the  armory  of  the  old 
j  Hartford  Light  Guard,  in  a  few  days  recruited  a  full 
j  company — Company  A,  ist  Regiment  Conn.  V.  I. — 
I  which  was  accepted  at  midnight,  the  adjutant-gen- 
j  eral  keeping  his  ofifice  open  for  that  purpose,  and 
j  was  the  first  company  raised  for  the  war  acce[)Led 
!  by  the  State.    ]Mr.  Hincklev  was  elected  lieutenant, 
!  and  went  into  camp  at  X'ew  Haven  with  the  com- 
mand, but  before  muster-in  he  resigned  and  returned 
to  his  position  at  the  State  arsenal,  at  the  instance 
of  Quartermaster-General  Hatheway  and  the  earnest 
personal  request  of  Gov.  Buckingham,    who  re- 
marked that  '"at  this  critical  time  he  would  be  of 
more  service  there  than  at  the  front."    After  re- 
maining another  year  at  the  arsenal  he  was,  on  July 
9,  1862,  authorized  by  Adjt.-Gen.  Williams  to  enlist 
another  company  for  the  Federal  service.  He  opened 
an  office,  and  recruited  a  full  company,  of  which  he 
was  elected  captain,  and  which  was  mustered  in  Xov. 
II,  1862,  as  Company  B,  25th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  Col.  G. 
P.  Bissell.    The  regiment  saw  active  service,  and 
Capt.  Hinckley  participated  in  Gen.  Banks'  expedi- 
tion to  Xew  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge  and  Port  Hud- 
son, he  and  his  company  receiving  the  highest  com- 
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luciulation  in  that  campaign.  He  roturncd  uitli  ib.c 
rci^iiiH'iit  to  Ilarilonl.  was  mu^tcix-il  out  and  lioii- 
oiably  ilischars^oil.  IK'uovcr.  it  soon  became  ap- 
]>arem  thai  the  Captain's  ^^..iK-ral  health  was  ini- 
paireil.  and  a  chronic  ihsease  developed  wiiicii 
eventually  caused  his  death.  As  his  health  required 
con>tant  medical  aid.  he  chose  to  avail  himself  of 
the  benelits  to  be  had  at  the  National  Soldiers'  Home 
at  Hampton,  \'a.  He  died  Oct.  30,  1S88.  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  National  Cemetery  at  Hampton. 

(  \'H)  Xelson  Ciershom  Hinckley,  the  subject 
proper  of  these  lines,  was  born  Aug.  20,  iSjo.  in 
J  lartford.  Conn.,  and  has  always  resided  in  that  citv. 
Jii  1854,  as  above  stated,  he  succeeded  to  his  father's 
dry-goods  and  millinery  business,  and  continued 
i>ame  until  1S75.  ''^  which  year  he  retired,  the  es- 
tablishment having  retained  the  same  name  for  over 
half  a  century. 

On  Sept.  19,  1S49,  Nelson  Gershcm  Hinckley 
'was  married  in  New  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  }^linerva 
Rossiter  Hotchkiss,  who  was  born  at  New  Hart- 
.ford  June  3,  1826,  and  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
John  Marsh,  a  first  settler  of  Hartford;  of  Gov. 
Webster,  the  fifth  governor  of  the  Connecticut  Col- 
ony ;  and  of  Joseph  W'adsworth,  of  "Charter  Oak" 
fame.  To  this  union  was  born,  Sept.  28,  1850.  one 
son,  Howard  Xelson,  who  on  Nov.  2,  1871,  married 
Belle  Eliza,  daughter  of  Dwight  Slate,  of  Hart- 
ford, and  five  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as  follows : 
Harriet  Rossiter,  May  19,  1874  (she  married  Nov. 
2,  189S,  Ferdinand  Favor  Norris,  of  Dedham, 
Mass.j  ;  Clara  Belle,  Sept.  17,  1879:  Robert  Horace, 
;March  28,  1882;  Lena  Howard,  Dec.  29,  1885  :  and 
Samuel  Dwight,  May  13.  18S8  (  died  Jan.  23,  1891). 

Nelson  G.  Hinckley  has  for  manv  vears  been 
prominently  identified  with  militarv  and  civic  so- 
cieties. In  1840  he  was  a  member  of  the  First 
Company,  of  Governor's  Foot  Guard,  in  1845  ^^as 
elected  captain,  and  was  also  captain  of  the  \  eteran 
Association ;  in  1864  was  coinmissioned  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Putnam  Phalanx,  under  3*Iajor  Allyn.  In 
1854  he  was  appointed,  by  the  General  Assembly, 
quartermaster-general  of  the  State,  on  the  staff  of 
Gov.  Dutton  ;  and  in  1876  was  tendered  the  office 
of  division  quartermaster,  on  the  staff  of  Brig.-Gen. 
Guyer.  He  was  foreman  of  one  of  the  old  volunteer 
fire  companies,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Department;  in  1880  was  elected  president  of  the 
Firemen's  Benevolent  Society,  in  which  incumbency 
he  remained  until  1899.  He  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  city  council  for  four  successive  years  (  1878- 
82),  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief  of  the 
town  for  five  years  in  succession,  1880  to  1884,  both 
inclusive. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Hinckley  is  one  of  the  prominent 
Freemasons  in  the  State,  and  his  connection  with  the 
craft  has  been  distinguished  for  rare  enthusiasm 
throughout.  The  foUowine  is  a  brief  record  of  his 
career  in  Masonry :  Initiated  in  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  4,  Jan.   18,   i860;  worshipful  master,  1865; 


treasurer  of  the  lodge  from  1872  to  1887,  when  he 
i  was  again  elected  worshipful  master ;  was  exalted  to 
I  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason,  in  Pythagoras 
!  Chapter,  No.  17,  Feb.  i,  1862;  elected  high  prrcst 
in  18O9:  was  elected  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut  in  1S70,  and  has  held 
I  that  ofiice  until  the  present  time.    In  May,  1870,  he 
i  was  elected  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
I  of  Connecticut,  and  has  held  that  position  thirty 
j  years  (still  serving),  acting  as  chairman,  having 
custody  of  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Con- 
necticut,  and  also  the  funds  of  the  Masonic  Charity 
Foundation  until  the  incorporation  of  the  Masonic 
,  Home  at  W'alliiigford.    He  was  received  and  grect- 
!  ed  in  Wolcott  Council,  No.  i,  at  Flartford,  Nov. 
i  12,  1S63,  but  never  served  that  body  in  a  working 
capacity,  his  interest  centering  more  in  the  lodge  and 
I  chapter. 

j  Mr.  Hinckley  is  a  typical  representative  of  the 
i  good  old  school,  and,  in  his  bearing  among  men, 
I  and  his  companions  and  associates,  he  retains  many 
!  of  the  qualities  which  distinguished  his  early  an- 
!  cestors  as  men  of  gallantry,  loyalty  and  courtesy, 
j  and  he  holds  the  respect  of  those  who  know  him 
I  for  his  thorough  manhood,  dignity  of  character, 

honesty  of  purpose,  and  gentlemanly  bearing.  In 
:  his  business  or  Masonic  relations  he  has  always  been 

distinguished  for  method,  persistence,  and  a  uniform 
j  correctness  in  all  things ;  while  in  private  life  he  is 
I  held  in  high  esteem  and  regard. 

:       HENRY  HAAB,  chief  engineer  for  the  Bristol 
Brass  &  Clock  Co.,  Bristol,  is  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land, born  Sept.  18.  1859. 
i       John  Haab,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a  na- 
j  tive  of  Switzerland,  where  for  many  years  he  wa-". 
;  overseer  in  a  silk  factory ;  he  was  also  at  one  time 
'  an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  Swiss  army.    By  his 
wife  Magdalene  (Keller)  he  had  two  sons:  Henry, 
our  subject;  and  John,  the  younger,  who  died  when 
quite  young.  The  parents  are  both  deceased,  the  fa- 
,  ther  dying  when  Henry  was  a  young  lad.  The 
I  widowed  mother  came  to  the  Lmited  States  the 
;  year  before  her  son's  emigration,  and  lived  with 
■  relatives  in  Ansonia,  Connecticut. 

Our  subject  received  his  early  education  in  his 
I  native  land.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  com- 
[  menced  working  on  a  farm,  in  which  line  of  industry 
I  he  continued  until  coming  to  America,  in  1S72. 

Sailing  from  Bremen.  Germany,  he  landed  in  due 
;  course  at  New  York,  whence  he  at  once  proceeded 
to  Ansonia,  Conn.,  and  here  found  employment  in 
Wallace  and  Son's  factory,  in  the  lamp  department. 
;  After  one  year  there  he  passed  the  next  twelve 
j  months  or  so  in  the  employ  of  John  Gardner,  also 
in  Ansonia,  making  clock  dials,  and  then  moved  to 
t  Bristol,  where  for  some  six  years  he  worked  for 
:  S.  E.  Root,  manufacturer  of  clock  dials.    Our  sub- 
I  ject's  health  becoming  now  somewhat  impaired,  he 
j  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  pre- 
ceptorship  of  Dr.  Fred  H.  Williams ;  but  after  three 
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years  he  took  his  ])rcscnt  position,  that  of  chief  en- 
gineer for  the  Bristol  lhass  &  Clock  Co.,  having 
charge  of  the  entire  steam  plant.  Mr.  llaah  is  the 
patentee  of  a  number  of  useful  inventions,  anioni::; 
them  the  llaab  rotary  engine,  which  is  in  successful 
operation,  lie  is  now  conipletiiig  the  Mechanical 
Electrical  course  witli  the  Technical  Correspondence 
Schools  of  Scranton,  i'ennsylvania. 

On  July  13,  1884.  lienry  llaab  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  E.  Johns,  of  Terry ville.  Conn., 
daughter  of  W  illiam  Johns.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haab 
have  no  family.  They  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  llaab  is  a  Re- 
publican. Socially  he  is  a  Ereemason,  member  of 
Pcquabuck  Chapter.  Xo.  32,  R.  A.  M.,  the  highest 
degree  obtainable  in  Bristol.  He  is  regarded  as  an 
ind-ustrious,  honorable  citizen,  well  worthy  of  the 
high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 

BURTON  ARD  HART  (deceased)  was  born 
on  Chippin  Hill,  town  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  April  16, 
1836,  and  was  a  son  of  Ard  Hart.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  Bristol,  which  he 
attended  until  about  twelve  years  of  age.  He  then 
began  work  in  Xoah  Pomeroy's  clock  factory,  walk- 
ing from  and  to  Chippin  Hill  morning  and  night, 
and  was  indeed  a  lad  of  great  endurance  and  in- 
dustry. Several  years  later,  after  quitting  Mr. 
Pomeroy,  he  went  to  Terryville,  worked  there  sev- 
eral years,  and  then  worked  in  Xew  Britain  durnig 
the  period  of  the  Civil  war,  for  Russell  &  Erwin. 
He  next  worked  for  the  Welch  Manufacturing  Co. 
in  Eorestville,  learned  the  iror:-molding  trade  and 
also  brass  turning,  and  Vvcnt  to  V/aterbury  and 
worked  three  years  for  Benedict  &  Eurnham,  clock 
manufacturers.  He  then  returned  to  Bristol  and 
opened  the  Xorlh  Side  grocery,  on  Xorth  street,  j 
and  this  he  most  successfully  conducted  until  1S93,  j 
when  he  retired  from  active  business  pursuits  and  | 
devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the  supervision  of  \ 
his  real-estate  interests,  until  his  death  ]Mav  31, 
1895. 

Mr.  Hart  married  (first)  Emily  Curtiss,  of  ] 
.Harwinton,  Conn.,  who  died  two  years  later,  and 
for  his  second  wife  ^Ir.  Hart  married  }Tiss  Eliza- 
beth Cowles,  who  was  born  Jan.  20.  1845,  the  ac- 
complished daughter  of  Kirtland  and  IMarv  I  Dem- 
ing)  Cowles,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.  This  felicitous 
union  was  graced  with  four  children :  Plorace  Bur- 
ton, born  Aug.  i,  1869;  Alice  Cowles,  born  Aug.  2. 
1871  ;  Wilbur  Stacy,  born  July  21,  1873  ;  and  Oliver 
Monroe,  born  Oct.  7,  1876.  These  children  u  ere  all 
educated  in  the  Bristol  schools,  and  all  arc  at  home 
with  their  mother. 

Burton  Ard  Hart  did  not  belong  to  anv  of  the 
secret  orders,  as  he  was  perfectly  contented  with  the 
companionship  of  his  adored  wife  and  children.  He 
was  of  a  most  lovable  disposition  and  charitable  in 
the  extreme.  Kind,  modest  and  unassuming,  he 
never  crossed  any  one,  made  many  friends  and 
probably  never  had  an  enemy.    In  politics  he  was  I 


j  by  conviction  a  Republican,  hut  as  his  business  and 
,  family  affairs  aiisorbed  all  his  attention,  and  as  he 
I  was  more  interested  in  their  prosperity  than  in  that 
j  of  office  seekers,  he  gave  party  affairs  a  wide  berth. 

He  was  a  member  of  tlie  Prospect  M.  E  Church. 
I  and  li\ed  stricrly  u\)  to  its  tenets,  and  of  this  church 
his  widow  is  also  a  devout  member.  He  possessed 
no  evil  habits  whatever,  was  totally  abstinent  as  to 
the  use  of  spirituous  licpior  and  tobacco,  and  be- 
stowed in  charity  th.e  sums  that  many  squander  in 
these  so-called  luxuries.  His  death  was  generallv 
deplored,  but  by  no  one  more  deeply  than  by  his 
estimable  wife' and  children. 

JOIIX  SIMPKIXS  BUTLER,  ^I.  D.,  whose 
death  occurred  in  Hartford,  May  21,  1890,  was  at 
that  time  one  of  the  city's  oldest  citizens,  the  oldest 
graduate  of  Yale  College  in  Hartford,  and  a  gentle- 
man of  wide  reputation  and  prominence,  whose 
friends  were  many. 

Dr.  Butler's  ancestors  were  among  the  early  and 
prominent  settlers  of  Hartford.  Steven  Butler,  a 
nonconformist  English  clergyman,  was  the  father  of 
Richard  Butler,  whose  name  appears  on  the  records 
of  the  I'uritan  Colony  of  Cambridge,  ^lass.,  in 
1632.  He  was  one  of  the  company  who  came 
through  the  wilderness  in  1636  and  formed  the  set- 
tlement in  Hartford,  and  several  of  the  family  were 
buried  in  the  Center  Church  burying-grounds, 
Hartford.  One  hundred  and  fifty  years  later,  Daniel 
Butler,  a  direct  descendant  of  Richard  Butler,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  removed  from  Hartford 
to  X'orthampton,  ]\Iass.,  and  became  a  merchar.t 
there. 

On  his  maternal  side  our  subject  is  a  great- 
great-grandson  of  John  Kneeland,  of  Boston,  sup- 
posed to  be  of  Scottish  origin,  and  who  was  a  man 
of  wealth  and  mark.  Beginning  as  a  stonemason,  he 
built  the  old  "Hancock  House"  and  the  old  South 
church,  of  which  society  he  was  one  of  the  original 
members.  He  acquired  much  real  estate.  Kneeland 
street,  Boston,  was  named  in  his  honor.  Samuel 
Kneeland,  son  of  John,  printed  the  first  Bible  in 
Boston,  in  1749.  William,  another  son  of  John 
Kneeland,  was  a  physician  of  note,  and  at  one  time 
president  of  the  Z^Iassachusetts  State  ^Medical  So- 
ciety. William  Kneeland's  daughter,  [Mehitabel,  was 
married  to  Deacon  John  Simpl<ins,  of  old  X'orth 
Church,  Boston,  and  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  John 
Simpkins  Butler. 

Dr.  John  Simpkins  Butler,  our  subject,  was  born 
Oct.  12,  1803,  in  X'orthampton,  Mass.  He  wa^ 
graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1825,  and  immedi- 
ately commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  a  pln-- 
sician  in  his  native  place.  He  attended  one  course 
of  lectures  at  the  Harvard  jMedical  School,  Cam- 
bridge, }ilass.  His  second  course  was  taken  at  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  from  which 
institution  he  received  his  medical  degree  in  1828, 
the  father  and  uncle  of  Gen.  George  B.  McClcllan 
being  among  his  professors.    In  1829  he  opened 
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an  otTu'c  in  W'orcostcr,  Mass.,  for  the  practice  of 
i;eiioral  mciiicino.  Ho  rciuaiiud  tlicrc  ton  yonrs, 
\vlion.  on  llio  c>ponin>;-  of  iho  i'.oston  Hospital  for 
iho  Insane,  ho  was  cloctod  its  suporintoTuk-nt.  After 
ib.ree  years'  service  in  tliat  institutioii  lie  ^aNo  np 
liis  position  on  account  ef  political  intorforenco,  and 
resumed  the  general  practice  of  medicine  in  the 
citv  of  r>oston  ;  and  within  a  few  months  of  this 
change  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  Con- 
necticut Retreat  for  the  Insane,  at  Hartford,  and  in 
1843  took  up  his  residence  in  that  city.  I'or  nearly 
thirty  years  he  was  the  superintendent  of  the  In- 
^ane  Retreat,  managing  its  affairs  with  skill,  and 
\vatching  over  its  interests  with  ceascLss  vigilance. 
Having  brought  the  Retreat  to  a  commanding  po- 
sition, as  respects  its  surroundings,  architectural  ap- 
pearance and  internal  arrangements,  and  its  finan- 
cial and  professional  standing,  he  resigned  his  ofiice, 
Oct.  19,  1S72.  His  biographer  says:  "For  thirtv 
years  of  continuous  service  he  kept  the  institution 
in  the  front  rank  of  contemporary  progress."  From 
that' time  on  until  his  death,  he  continued  to  reside 
in  Hartford,  leading  anything  but  an  idle  life.  He 
had  acted  as  expert  and  consulting  physician  in  dis- 
eases of  the  brain  and  nervous  system.  He  took  an 
active  interest  and  a  large  part  in  establishing  the 
Connecticut  State  Board  of  Health,  which  has  ren- 
dered most  efficient  public  service.  For  the  first 
ten  years  he  was  its  president.  He  wrote  the  first 
annual  address  of  the  board — a  valuable  paper  on 
"State  Protective  ^Medicine."  He  also  wrote  a  num- 
ber of  articles  for  medical  journals,  and  in  18S6 
published  a  small  work  on  "The  Curability  of  In- 
sanity," and  "The  Individualized  Treatment  of  the 
Insane.'" 

Dr.  Butler  kept  up  his  reading  and  retained  an 
active  interest  in  all  questions  concerning  public 
welfare,  noting  with  delight  every  indication  of 
progress  in  the  treatment  of  insanity.  His  special 
interest  in  insanity  commenced  in  1833,  while  he 
\vas  in  Worcester.  He  became  so  deeply  interested 
in  a  poor  crazy  Welshman,  under  treatment  at  the 
Worcester  Insane  Hospital,  that  his  subsequent  pro- 
fessional life  was  comparatively  changed  by  this 
circumstance.  He  was  urged  to  take  up  the  specialty 
— insanity — as  a  life  work  by  the  noted  Dr.  Samuel 
Woodward,  the  superintendent,  who  discovered  in 
Dr.  Butler  those  rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
Avhich  so  eminently  fitted  him  for  the  peculiar  duties 
of  such  a  practice.  Dr.  Butler  was  fortunate  in 
having  as  friends  and  patrons  Dr.  Woodward,  of 
the  Worcester  Hospital,  and  Dr.  Ives,  the  first  su- 
perintendent of  the  Hartford  Retreat,  two  noted 
examples  of  the  ideal  superintendent :  yet  in  treating 
the  patients  Dr.  Butler's  application  of  principles  was 
decidedly  original.  His  power  sprang  from  a  rare 
combination  of  personal  endowments  and  qualities. 
He  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  and  of  the  broad- 
est sympathy.  He  had  a  retentive  memory  and  a  fer- 
tile imagination,  was  industrious,  persistent,  en- 
thusiastic, and  a  shrewd  interpreter  of  human  na- 
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lure.  He  exhibited  imusual  tact,  and  possessed  that 
fortunate  personality  called  magnetism.  In  treat- 
ing insanity,  his  chosen  field  of  labor,  which  he  de- 
lighted to  cultivate,  he  achieved  marked  distinction. 
He  took  a  high  social  and  professional  position  in 
the  connnunliy  in  which  he  lived.  His  honors  wore 
not  few.  Ho  was  one  uf  the  thirteen  who  or- 
ganized the  Association  of  Medical  Superintend- 
ents in  1844;  was  eieht  vears  its  vice-president,  and 
president  of  the  Association  in  the  years  1870,  187 1 
and  1 872.  He  was  an  honorary  member  of  tlie 
^ledico-Psychological  Society  of  Great  Britain,  and 
was  connected  with  many  other  organizations  of 
similar  nature.  He  was  infiuential  in  establishing  the 
Hospital  for  the  Insane  in  ]\Iiddletown.  In  the  early 
years  of  the  Hartford  ^ledical  Society  he  frequent- 
ly attended  its  meetings.  He  was  so  broad  in  his 
views,  so  free  from  prejudice,  so  considerate  of 
others,  so  earnest  in  his  search  for  truth,  that  what- 
ever he  said  commanded  the  utmost  attention,  and 
when  the  subjects  of  discussion  were  in  his  special 
realm  his  words  were  received  as  authority. 

On  account  of  his  extensive  experience  Dr.  But- 
ler was  often  called  in  council  and  as  an  expert  in 
court.  His  fine  presence,  his  knowledge  of  the  suli- 
jc-ct,  and  clear  statement  in  court,  commanded  the 
attention  of  both  judge  and  jury,  and,  what  was 
more  to  the  point,  he  could  match  the  case  in  hand 
by  similar  ones,  and  his  own  experience  was  author- 
ity for  his  testimony ;  and  well  it  might  be,  for  thou- 
sands of  cases  had  been  under  his  care.  One  writer, 
in  referring  to  his  connection  with  the  Retreat  for 
the  Insane,  said : 

"Dr.  Butler's  large  sympathies,  insight  into  hu- 
man nature  and  rare  tact  with  his  patients  led  them 
to  consider  him  as  their  personal  friend;  he  thus 
gained  their  confidence  and  brought  sunshine  into 
their  hearts.  His  charming  personality,  courtesy 
and  enthusiasm  for  his  work  so  impressed  the 
friends  of  his  patients  that  they  were  anxious  to 
leave  them  under  his  charge.  It  is  stated  in  our  rec- 
ords that  he  was  well  adapted  for  his  specialty  from 
his  natural  powers  of  kindness,  good  nature  and 
self-command;  he  was  so  judicious  that  he  could 
give  a  fitting  answer  to  a  complaining  patient ;  he 
was  so  considerate  that  he  was  anxious  to  serve 
others  rather  than  himself." 

Dr.  Butler  was  nearly  six  feef  in  height,  with 
light  complexion,  pleasant  bluish-gray  eyes,  and  a 
benevolent  face.  He  possessed  native  refinement, 
winning  manners,  frankness  and  a  gentlemanly 
bearing.  He  was  generally  beloved  for  his  many 
amiable  qualities ;  he  was  fond  of  society,  with  a 
mind  well  stored  with  interesting  and  instructive 
information.  One  of  his  pupils  said  of  him:  "His 
interests  were  always  enthusiasms."  He  was  genial 
and  courteous,  earnest  and  sincere.  He  had  a  pleas- 
ant humor,  and  was  always  ready  with  a  merry 
conceit,  a  quaint  saying,  or  an  apt  anecdote.  He 
was  in  his  happiest  mood  when  surrounded  by  his 
familv  and  his  intimate  friends,  and  the  last  vears 
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(if  his  lite  were  bri^lucncd  ami  cliccrctl  by  his  j^rand- 
chililron,  and  his  airrcsjjoiulcncc  with  those  who 
were  rcsidins;'  lor  a  time  in  London  was  most  enter- 
tainiii!^  antl  instrnctivo. 

On  Oct.  4,  1832,  Dr.  TUitlcr  was  married  to  Miss 
Cordelia  Williams,  daughter  of  I'lliphalet  ("i.  Will- 
iams, of  Boston.  .Mass.,  wlio  was  cashier  of  the 
City  Bank  of  r.osion  and  was  the  last  selectman  of 
that  city.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  were  born  five 
children:  Charles  P.,  who  died  in  1S87,  and  is  sur- 
vived by  a  son.  Dr.  John  S.  Butler,  of  Xew  York 
City;  Annie  \\'.,  now  }^lrs.  Samuel  G.  Goodrich, 
of  Hartford;  I'lora,  who  died  in  infancy;  ^Major 
J.  H.  Butler,  of  Hartford ;  and  Frank  W.,  of  Ridge- 
lield,  Connecticut. 

]\Iajor  J.  H.  Butler,  son  of  Dr.  John  S.  Butler, 
was  born  at  \\  orcester  Oct.  15,  1S3S.  His  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  Hartford.  On  May  22,  1861. 
he  was  appointed,  in  the  regular  United  States  army 
service,  second-lieutenant  of  the  2d  United  States 
Artillery.  He  was  wounded  in  the  cavalry  skirmish 
near  Culpepcr,  \'a.,  Nov.  8,  1S63,  his  battery  at  that 
time  being  with  Merritt's  Reserve  Brigade.  In  con- 
sequence of  wounds  ^lajor  Butler  suffered  amputa- 
tion of  the  left  foot  and  ankle,  and  was  of¥  duty  a 
year.  He  was  then  placed  cn  mustering  and  disburs- 
ing duty,  and  was  placed  on  the  retired  list  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1865.  On  Jan.  22,  1867,  he  was  appointed 
captain  of  the  42d  Infantry,  and  in  May,  1870.  re- 
tired as  captain  of  Light  Artillery.  He  was  brevet- 
ted  captain  and  major  during  the  war.  Returning 
to  Hartford,  he  was  for  ten  years  connected  with 
the  Hartford,  Providence  &  Fishkill  railroad, 
subsequently  with  the  New  York,  Xew  Haven  & 
Hartford  railroad,  in  the  Xew  York  City  office,  for  a 
year  and  a  half.  He  was  interested  in  manufactur- 
ing pursuits  in  Hartford  for  several  years.  Socially 
!Major  Butler  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

On  May  30,  1867,  the  Major  was  married  to 
Ida  de  Mariategue  Fatio,  daughter  of  Capt.  Louis 
Fatio,  midshipman  in  the  British  navy,  subsequently 
captain  in  the  United  States  navy,  and  later  captain 
in  the  revenue  service.  She  died  X'^ov.  30,  1873,  and 
on  Dec.  7, 1898,  ]\Iajor  Butler  married  for  his  second 
W'ife  !Miss  Alabelle  Sturges,  of  Chicago.  His  chil- 
dren (all  born  to  the  first  marriage)  are:  Ida,  born 
March  18,  1868,  of  Hartford;  John,  born  Jan.  21, 

1870,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  Louis  F.,  born  Julv  23, 

1871,  of  Hartford;  and  ^Miriam,  born  Feb.  14,  1873, 
wife  of  Dr.  Courtland  J.  Allen,  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 

PICKETT.  The  family  of  this  name,  from 
which  descended  Hon.  James  Andrew  Pickett,  lale 
a  prominent  citizen  and  manufacturer  of  Xew  Brit- 
ain, was  early  at  Danbury,  Conn.  From  '"Orcott's 
History  of  Stratford  and  Bridgeport"  it  is  learned 
that  James  Pickett,  son  of  John  Pickett  and  Mar- 
garet, his  wife,  was  residing  in  Danburv  in  1690, 
and  from  him  probably  descended  thobc  of  the 
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I  name  at  that  jilace  and  Xew  Milford  and  Sherman. 
1  Coim.  John  Pickett,  referred  to.  was  in  Salem, 
j  Mass.,   in    i()4S.  and   in   Stratford  in   1650.  Dr. 

Thomas  Pickett  fn  im  Danbmy  settled  in  Xew 
I  Milford,  Coini..  ami  married  Miss  ^Miriam  Mallvry 

in.  1716.    He  died  in  1774.  his  widow  in  I77'J. 
j        Hon.  James  Amlrew  Pickett,  of  X^ew  Britain, 
j  was   in   the  si.xlh   generation   from   Dr.  Thom:is 
I  Pickett,  the    line  of    his  descent    being  througii 

Dam'el.  Daniel  (2).  Daniel  A.  and  .Mlicrt. 

(II)  Daniel  Pickett,  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  Pick- 
:  ett.  born  -A-ug.  23,  1719,  married,  Sept.  16,  1741, 
i  }klargaret  Beanlslev. 

(ill)  Daniel  Pickett  (2).  son  of  Daniel  Pickett. 

born  Aug.  27,  1742,  married.  Xov.  5,  1767,  Sarah 
I  Comstock. 

I        (I\')  Daniel  A.  Pickett,  son  of  Daniel  Pickett 

}  (2"),  born  Jan.  22,  1769.  was  twice  married,  fir-t 
to  Anna  Wanzer.  For  his  second  wife  ne  married 
Betsey  Seelye,  of  Sherman,  Conn.     His  children 

I  were:    Oliver         Albert  and  Asa,  all  by  his  first 

I  wife. 

i        (\')  .A.l])ert  Pickett,  son  of  Daniel  A.  and  Anna 
j  (\Vanzer)   Pickett,  born  .-Vpril  q,  iSoi,  married, 
1  Jan.  6,  1825,  ]\Iary  Rebecca  Roberts,  and  their  chil- 
I  dren  were:  James  Andrew,  who  is  referred  to 
farther  on;  and  Jane  Anna,  born  X"ov.  17, 
who  married,  X'ov.  18,  1868,  John  X'oble  Trea'l- 
well,  and  to  the  union  was  born  one  daughter. 
Mary  Roberts. 

James  Axdrew  Pickett,  son  of  .-Xlbert  I'ic'c- 
ett,  w-as  born  }ilarch  9,   1829,  in  Xew  ^Milford, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  his  education  was  013- 
1  tained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place 
I  and  in  private  schools  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  \\'hen 
a  young  man  he  located,  in  1851,  in  Xew  Britain,. 
!  to  fill  the  position  of  bookkeeper  for  the  A.  Xorth 
j  &   Son    Saddlery   Hardware    Manufacturing  Co. 
I  Several  years  later  (1S55),  in  company  with  L. 
i  F.  Judd,  he  purchased  a  half-interest  in  the  estab- 
'  lishment  now  known  as  the  X'orth  &  Judd  ^^lanu- 
j  facturing  Co.,  of  wdiich  he  served  as  treasurer  for 
i  twenty  vears.   From  that  period  Mr.  Pickett  was 
!  closely  and  prominently  identified  with  the  growth 
and  development  of  his  adopted  city  and  vicinity, 
and  was  variously  connected  with  the  city's  largest 
and   most   successful   corporations — financial  and 
otherwise.    In  1876  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Landers,  Frarv  &  Clark  }klanufacturing  Co.,  and 
w'as  repeatedlv  re-elected  to  the  same  office  until 
his  resignation,  in  1889,  and  during  all  that  period 
his  wise  conduct  of  the  aft'airs  of  that  large  cor- 
poration was  most  economical,  successful  and  satis- 
factory.   A  man  of  excellent  business  ability  and 
j  judgment,  with  that  energy  and  close  application 
i  to  business  that  are  characteristic  of  the  man,  he 
made  the  concerns  with  which  he  was  identified 
move.    From  1878  to  1891  Mr.  Pickett  w-as  presi- 
dent of  the  Union  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Xew^ 
Britain.    He  was  also  for  many  years  vice-presi- 
dent and  a  director  of  the  Shelby  Iron  Works,  in 
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Alabama,  aiul  l\<r  many  years  was  a  director  and 
vioc-prcsitlciu  of  the  New  Uritani  .Xalional  Dank; 
also  served  as  a  director  of  the  Meclianics  National 
Uank.  the  ivnssell  v!t   ICrwin   Manufacturing  Co., 
the  American   Hosiery  Co.,  the  Stanley   Rule  iS: 
Level  Co.,  the  L  iiion  .Manuiacturin!.r  Co.,  and  the 
.\e\v  Britain  .'-^avin^s  i'.ank.    So  well  and  success- 
fully tlid  -Mr.  I'ickett  manai;e  his  own  attairs  autl 
thi'se  of  the  many  corporations  with  which  he  was 
connected  that  his  fellow  citizens  frciiuentlv  callevl 
Inm  to  till  public  positions  of  trust,  honor  and  re- 
sponsibility.   For  a  number  of  years  he  was  elected 
town  assessor,  and  city  auditor  in  1871  and  187J. 
On  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  sewerage  bv  the 
city  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  sewer  commis- 
sioners, and  hekl  the  office  from  1874  to  1S82,  in- 
clusive.   In  1883,  1S84  and  18S5  he  was  elected 
and  served  as  ma\or  of  Xew  Uritain,  giving  the 
,city  an  excellent  administration.    In  1S84  he  rep- 
resented the  town  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  in 
that  body  served  as  chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  committee  on  In- 
surance.   In  his  religious  views  he  was  a  Congre- 
gationalist,  identified  with  the  First  Church  in  Xew" 
Britain,  to  which  and  to  its  charities  he  was  a 
liberal  contributor.    As  has  been  intimated  in  the 
foregoing.  '^Iv.  Pickett  was  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  and  citizens  of  Xew  Britain,  whose  citi- 
zens justly  appreciated  his  worth.     Through  his 
knowledge  of  business,  and  insight  into  the  needs 
of  the  city  and  town,  he  in  all  the  various  posi- 
tions contributed  much  to  the  welfare  and  nros- 
perity  of  the  place.    Air.  Pickett  passed  awav  X'ov. 
27,  1900,  at  his  home  on  Summer  street,  after  an 
illness  of  several  weeks,  deeply  mourned  in  the 
commimity  where  he  had  his  home  for  nearly  half 
a  century. 

On  Sept.  9,  1857,  Mr.  Pickett  was  married  to 
Caroline  E.  Stanley,  of  X'ew  Britain.  She  died 
at  Bermuda  April  11,  1877.  He  married  (second) 
Nov.  13,  1878,  [Miss  Emma  C.  Lawrence.  The 
first  union  was  blessed  with  one  daughter,  Anna 
jNL,  who  married  S.  Willis  Rockwell,  of  Enfield, 
Conn.  There  were  no  children  bv  the  second  mar- 
riage. 

DEACON  ASAHEL  BROCKETT,  late  of 
Bristol,  was  born  in  W'olcott,  Conn.,  Aug.  8,  1820, 
and  died  in  Bristol  Sept.  26,  1882.  After  a  suc- 
cinct account  has  been  given  of  the  parents  of  the 
subject  and  their  families,  attention  will  be  turned 
to  his  genealogy,  after  which  his  personal  history 
will  be  given  in  detail. 

Ransel  Brockett,  father  of  Asahel,  was  born  in 
Wolcott,  Conn.,  June  14,  1793.  He  was  reared  a 
farmer,  was  very  active  in  the  politics  of  his  day, 
but  more  particularly  was  he  active  in  church  cir- 
cles, being  likewise  a  deacon.  He  married,  Xov. 
25,  1818,  Aliss  Alaljcl  Truesdell,  who  was  born 
Jan.  7,  1798,  a  daughter  of  Joel  and  Mehitabel 
(Bradley)  Truesdell.'  She  died  March  8,  1844,  the 


!  mother  of  two  sons:  .\sahel,  the  subject  of  this 
!  sketch;  and  Calvin,  born  April  14,  1822.  The  latter 
j  marrietl  Jane  Plumb,  and  died  in  McIIenry,  111., 
I  Jan.  30,  1848.  The  son  of  Calvin,  named  Calvin 
i  i'>.  Brockett,  i>  now  a  resident  of  Bristol,  Con- 
j  necticut. 

I        Sir  John  P>rockett,  of  Brockett  Hall,  Herlford-. 
i  shire,  England,  the  owner  of  a  large  estate  and  an 
;  adherent  of  Charles  I,  was  the  progenitor  of  tlio 
I  Brockett   family  of  Xew  England,  and  was  the 
I  seventh  antecetlent  of  the  subject. 
I        John  Brockett,  son  of  Sir  John,  was  born  in 
England,  in  i6q<;.  where  he  married,  where  his  first 
born  chikl  wa.-  chri5ten..(.l.  and  wlience  he  came  soon 
afterward  to  America,  where  his  death  took  place  in 
1089.    liis  chiUlren  numbered  eight,  and  were  born 
in  the  following  order;  John,  who  was  christened 
in  England  (as  alluded  to  above)  Jan.  21,  1O43, 
and  died  in  Xew  England  in  X'ovember,  1720.  Be 
Fruitful  and  Benjamin,  born  Feb.  23,  1645  ^  ^ta-r}-, 
Sept.  25,  1646:  Silence,  Jan.  4.  1648;  Abigail,  Marcii 
10,  1650;  Samuel,  Jan.  14,  1651,  and  Jabez,  (Jet. 
24,  1654. 

Samuel  Brockett,  of  the  above  named  children, 
was  married  ]May  23,  1682,  to  Sarah  Bradley,  and 
their  six  children  were  as  follows ;  Sanuiel,  burn 
Feb.  15,  1683;  Daniel,  born  Sept.  30,  1684;  Jolin, 
born  Xov.  8.  1685,  married  Huldah  Ells  3.1arch  i. 
171 1  ;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  8,  1688;  Josiah,  July  25. 
1691  ;  Alice,  April  23,  1693.  The  dates  of  death  of 
the  parents  arc  imknown. 

Samuel  lirockett,  the  eldest  of  the  family  of  chil- 
dren mentioned  last  above  was  married  in  1699, 
to  Rachel  Brown,  and  became  the  father  of  five  chil- 
dren :  Titus,  born  June  28,  1700,  died  July  29,  1773  : 

:  Sarah,  born  Aug.  26,  1702;  Isaac,  Sept.  3,  1705; 
Rachel,  Alarch  22,  1708,  and  Samuel,  born  June  21, 

I  1 714,  died  Aug.  27,  1796. 

j  Samuel  Brockett,  the  youngest  of  the  above 
j  named  family,  was  born  in  W'allingford,  Conn.. 
]  whence  he  removed  to  W'olcott.  He  married  Ruth 
I  Bradley,  who  was  born  in  171 8,  and  who  bore  him 
j  eight  children  :  Samuel ;  Eunice,  who  was  born  in 
1  1745,  and  died  Dec.  22,  1820;  Zuar ;  Zenas,  born 
July  23,  1752,  and  died  Oct.  30,  1828;  Joel;  Rachel, 
born  Jan.  23,  1755,  died  in  October,  1776;  Amos, 
born  April  10,  1757,  died  July  10,  1826;  and  Benja- 
j  min,  born  Xov.  22,  died  in  March,  1842.  The 
I  mother  of  this  family  passed  away  April  12,  17S0, 
I  and  the  father  died  in  Wolcott  Aug.  27,  1796. 
I  Zuar  Brockett,  son  of  Samuel,  and  grandfather 
j  of  Asahel  Brockett,  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
I  was  born  April  4.  1747.  He  was  a  farmer,  a  promi- 
I  nent  deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  came  from 
j  Wolcott  to  Bristol  for  the  reason  that  there  was  no 
I  congregation  of  Baptists  in  the  former  place.  He 
j  married,  Xov.  G,  1744,  ^^liss  Abigail  Smith,  who 
j  was  born  Oct.  18,  1757,  and  of  this  union  v/ere 
j  born  eight  children;  ^ilindwell,  born  Sept.  5,  1775, 
I  died  Sept.  22,  1838;  Rachel,  born  Dec.  21,  1777. 
I  died  May  20,  1844;  Titus,  born  Xov.  25,  1779,  mar- 
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ricd  Sarah  pLck,  anJ  died  March  21,  1S57;  Ziba; 
AI)igail,  born  Marcli  3,  1784.  married  -Marcus  Mer-  : 
riinaii.  and  (bed  Jan.  20,  1839;  Asahol,  born  June  ' 
26,  1780.  died  June  2.  1S14;  Lucy,  born  May  27.  : 
1784):  Kansel.  lailier  of  our  >ubiect.  cHod  Jan.  25,  j 
1843.  Zuar,  ilio  failier  ot  the  family,  died  Sept.  17,  1 
1S34.  Of  Ransel  I'.rockett,  smi  of  Zuar  and  father  ; 
of  Asahel,  mention  is  made  in  full  at  the  opening  of  ; 
tliis  article.  j 

Asahel  Brockett.  at  tiie  age  of  ten  years,  removed  j 
witii  his  parents  to  Bristol.  Mere  the  remainder  of 
his  life  was  spent,  with  the  exception  of  two  years'  { 
residence  in  Illinois  and  l'Uc  in  Newark,  X.  J. 
An  attack  of  chills  and  fever  compelled  him  to  leave  ! 
Illinois,  but  the  malarial  poison  was  in  his  s_\  stem,  | 
and,  combined  with  tvphoid  fever,  caused  his  death  j 
Sept.  26,  1882. 

On  March  24,  1S44,  ]\Ir.  Brockett  was  married  j 
to  Mariett  Bradley,  who  was  Dorn  in  Bristol  Xov.  | 
5,  1S24,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Hila  (Alcott)  \ 
Bradley;  Mrs.  IMariett  15rockett  survived  until  Aug.  j 
13,  1897.    Of  this  marriage  were  born  three  daugh-  i 
ters :  Ellen  Frances.  Tvlabel  Trnesdell  and  Calista  : 
\'inton ;  of  these,  Ellen  Erances.  born  July  17,  1S49, 
was  married  April  15,  1S73,  to  Emerson  Erancis  ; 
Judson,  by  whom  she  became  the  mother  of  three 
children:  V/alter  Brockett,  born  June   17,   1S74;  { 
\\'ilmer  Asahel,  born  Aug.  27,  1S76,  died  ^larch 
28,  1880;  and  Ereddie,  born  Xov.  13.  1878.  died 
Aug.  16,  1879.    ]\Iabel  Truesdell,  born  3ilarch  i, 
1861,  resides  in  Bristol  with  her  younger  sister, 
;Mrs.  Holley.    Calista  \'inton,  born  July  20,  1S65,  \ 
v.-as  married  June  10,  1896,  to  Julian  R.  Holley,  1 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Bristol  Brass  &  | 
Clock  Co..  and  of  whom  a  full  record  is  given  else-  I 
where.    Of  this  marriage  two  children  have  been 
born  :  Julian  Laurence,  Aug.  25,  1898 ;  and  Margaret 
Storrs,  Oct.  31,  1899.  j 

In  1842  Mr.  Brockett  became  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  1853  was  chosen  one  of  its 
deacons.  He  was  prominentlv  identified  with  all 
its  interests,  covering  a  period  of  forty  years.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  by  his  party  many 
times  called  to  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust, 
ably  serving  his  town  as  assessor,  road  commis- 
sioner,  first  selectman  and  judge  of  probate.  He  ; 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  both  the  Bristol  Savings  '■■ 
Bank  and  the  Bristol  Xational  Bank,  and  a  direc- 
tor from  the  organization  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  administered  on  many  estates  of  deceased  per- 
sons with  comprehensive  and  just  appreciation  of 
all  interests. 

His  universal  courtesy,  sound  judgment,  and 
rare  executive  ability  won  for  him  the  afifection, 
esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.    His  life  and  character  honor  the  name  he  1 
bore. 

PHILIP  JOSEPH  DOUGHERTY,  a  military 
veteran,  who  died  at  his  residence  in  Hartford  | 
Dec.  29,  1899,  was  born  in  that  city  in  August,  ' 


1847.  His  education  was  completed  in  the  Hartford 
Puiilic  High  School,  antl  on  July  29,  1863,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K.  ist  Comiecticut  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, with  which  he  served  until  mustered  out, 
Sept.  25,  1S65,  making  a  most  honorable  record. 
He  was  promoted  to  corjioral  for  gallant  service,  and 
was  clerk  of  Companv  K. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  ]Mr.  Ootighertv  was 
employed  for  a  time  as  yard  master  for  the  Provi- 
dence, Hartford  &  Eishkill  railroad,  but  later  he 
became  associated  in  the  grocerv  business  with  his 
father,  on  Spruce  street.  Hartford,  and  at  the  death 
of  the  latter  he  inherited  the  bulk  of  the  estate  of 
half  a  million.  He  was  prominent  socially,  his 
genial  nature  attracting  a  host  of  friends,  and  was 
identified  with  several  organizations,  including  the 
Gentlemen's  Driving  Club  and  Robert  O.  Tyler 
Post,  G.  A.  R.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Catholic, 
and  he  gave  liberally  to  the  support  of  the  church 
and  various  philr.nthropies,  the  poor  obtaining  ready 
aid  from  him.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat.  On 
Oct.  24.  1876,  yiv.  DiH'iglierty  married  ]\Iiss  Bridget 
Allman,  daughter  of  Timothy  ^nd  Johannah  (  Slat- 
terv )  Allman,  of  Walerbury,  Conn.,  and  a  native 
of  Ireland.  She  survives  him  v/ith  one  daughter, 
Miss  Xellie  C.  Dougherty,  who  was  educated  in  ]\It. 
St.  Joseph's  Convent,  Hartford,  and  at  Woodside 
Seminary,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1897,  in  the 
classical  course. 

Philip  Dougherty,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Countv  Donegal,  Ireland,  and  in  1836,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  came  to  Hartford  with 
his  wife.  Hartford  then  had  a  population  of  only 
7,000  people,  and  very  few  workmen  had  regular 
employment,  the  majority  being  obliged  to  pick  up 
odd  jobs  where  they  could.  That  prospect  did  not 
please  Mr.  Doughertv,  and  by  his  faithfulness  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  he  finally  secured  a  per- 
manent place  with  Humphrey  &  Seyms,  who  kept  a 
grocery  in  the  building  just  south  of  the  Center 
church,  and  a  soap  house  on  the  banks  of  the  Park- 
river.  He  did  not  remain  with  Humphrey  &  Seyms 
a  great  while,  leaving  them  to  enter  R.  X'evers  & 
Co.'s  copper-plate  establishment,  on  ]\Iain  street,  and 
while  there  he  bought  a  Western  farm,  paying  for 
it  by  working  overtime.  He  next  bought  a  house 
and  lot  on  Imlay  street,  where  he  lived  until  com- 
pelled to  move  on  account  of  the  laying  out  of  Busli- 
nell  Park.  He  sold  his  land  to  the  city  and  bought 
a  row  of  cottages  on  Spruce  street,  and  in  1848  he 
started  in  the  grocery  business  there  for  himself. 
Three  large  brick  blocks  now  occupy  the  site  of  his 
original  purchase,  his  successful  management  of 
these  and  other  ventures  winning  him  a  reputation 
as  one  of  the  shrjwdest  real-estate  buyers  in  Hart- 
ford. He  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Ellen  Given, 
who  died  in  186^.  and  the-  had  the  following 
children:  John,  a  builder  in  Hartford;  Philip  J., 
our  subject;  Sarah,  a  resident  of  I^Iontreal,  Canada; 
Robert,  a  business  man  in  St.  Louis,  IVIo. ;  Charles, 
of  Hartford;  and  Hugh,  who  died  in  California. 


I 
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CHARLES  F.OMrXD  STF.FJJ..  A.  B. 
'rhout^h  Mr.  Suclc  at  the  outset  of  his  ministry 
was  obliged  to  i^ivc  up  a  professional  life  on  ac- 
count of  his  health,  he  has  hocn  actively  engaged  in 
religious  atTairs.  In  a  business  wav  he  has  been 
connectoil  with  his  Iirothers  in  market  gardening, 
fruit  farming,  and  the  development  of  their  real 
estate.  ?^Iore  than  to  these,  his  life  has  been  de- 
voted to  the  upbuiUling-  of  society,  to  the  cause 
of  temperance,  and  to  the  various  associated  efforts 
for  the  moral  improvement  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Steele  was  born  in  Xew  Britain  Xov.  29, 
1S47.  in  one  of  the  historic  old  hou-es  of  the  town. 
His  ancestry  has  been  prominent  and  influential 
in  the  early  history  of  Connecticut.  John  Steele,  the 
progenitor  of  the  familv  in  America,  was  a  native 
of  the  County  of  Essex,  England,  who  came  to 
New  England  about  1631-32,  and  settled  in  New 
Town  (now  Cambridg-e),  Mass.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  pioneers  of  Connecticut,  leading  the  ad- 
vance guard  in  1635,  the  year  before  Thomas  Hook- 
er came  down.  Elis  home  was  just  north  of  the 
Athenaeum  building  in  Hartford.  John  Steele  was 
one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the  enterprising  little 
colony,  and  was  a  man  of  education  as  well  as 
executive  ability,  was  the  first  secretary  of  the 
Hartford  Colony,  and  served  for  many  years  as  a 
magistrate.  In  1654  he  was  clerk  of  Farmington 
town.  His  first  wife.  Rachel,  died  in  1653,  and 
for  his  second  he  married  IMercy,  widow  of  Rich- 
ard Seymour.    John  Steele  died  in  1665. 

(II)  Samuel  Steele,  son  of  the  above,  was  born 
in  England  in  1626-27,  ^^^d  when  a  child  came  to 
America  with  his  father's  family.  He  attained 
prominence  in  Colonial  affairs,  and  was  deputy 
to  the  General  Assembly  in  1668,  1669,  and  frorn 
1672  to  1677  inclusive.    In  General  Court,  ]\Iay  9, 

"1672,  he  received  a  grant  for  200  acres  of  land. 
He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Flon.  James  Boosey, 
a  prominent  resident  of  W'ethersfield.  Samuel 
Steele  died  Aug.  15,  1685,  his  wife  surviving  at 
Farmington  until  1702. 

(III)  James  Steele,  son  of  Samuel  Steele,  was 
born  Aug.  31,  1644.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
merchant  at  Wethersfield,  and  he  was  the  captain 
of  the  train-band  at  that  place.  He  married,  July 
19,  1687,  Anna,  daughter  of  Capt.  Sainuel  Wells. 
She  was  born  in  1668,  and  died  in  1739.  James 
Steele  died  in  1713. 

(R')  Dr.  Joseph  Steele,  son  of  James  Steele, 
was  born  Sept.  27,  1690.  He  studied  medicine, 
located  south  of  the  Palisade  fort  at  Berlin,  in 
a  portion  of  Farmington  town,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  skillful  and  best-known  practitioners  in 
Hartford  county.  He  was  also  quite  active  in 
church  work.  Fie  married,  F\-b.  16,  17 15,  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  John  Hollister,  of  Glastonbury, 
and  died  in  1750,  leaving  five  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. 

(\')  Ebenezer  Steele,  son  of  Dr.  Joseph  Steele, 
vas  born  May  18,  1727.    He  niarried  Sarali  Mid- 


dleton,  and  in  early  life  lived  at  Wethersfield,  later 
on  Osgood  Hill.  New  liritain.  where  he  died  Jan. 
I  21,  1821.     He  served  for  a  time  in  tlic  Revolu- 
I  tionary  army.    Hir  widow   died   March  6,  1823, 
seventy-five  }ears  after  her  marriage.    During  her 
lifetime  she  had  278  descendants,  as  follows:  Thir- 
:  teen    children,  seventy  grandchildren,   171  great- 
i  grandchildren,  and  twenty-four  great-great-grand- 
children. 

j        (^T)  Ebenezer    Steele,  Jr.,  son   of  Ebenezer 
I  Steele,  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  He 
I  was  born  in  New  Britain  in  1749,  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,,  and  lived  in  the  Horse  Plain  Dis- 
;  trict  of  New  Britain.     His  first  wife  was  Lucv 
Wright,  and  his  second  Hannah  Brewer,  by  whom 
'  he  had  eight  children.    Of  these,  Hannah  married 
j  Elias  Curtis,  of  ^lexico,  N.  Y. ;  Annie  married 
I  Judd    Eggleston,  of    Westfield,  }klass. :    Eliza,  in 
1826,  married  Roswell  Hart,  and  removed  to  Mich- 
igan;  Edmund  was  the  father  of  our  subject;  and 
Amna,  who  was  born  in  1808,  married  Peter  Miller, 
of  Troy,  N.  Y.    Ebenezer  Steele,  Jr.,  died  in  1812. 
j        (VII)  Edmund  Steele  was  born  in  the  Horse 
I  Plain  District,  New  Britain,  Oct.  9,  1S04.    He  be- 
I  gan  life  for  himself  as  a  farm  hand,  and  then 
I  entered  the  factory  of  Alvin  North,  in  whose  cm- 
!  ploy  he  remained  for  about  twenty  years.    In  1842 
I  he  purchased  for  $4,500  a  farm  of  about  sixty 
i  acres,  known  as  the  Seth  Lewis  farm,  formerly 
the  Capt.  Belden  farm,  and  there  he  engaged  with 
j  his  son  in  general  farming.    On  Oct.  10,  1831,  he 
I  married  Lucy  Newell,  who  was  born  in  Farming- 
I  ton  Oct.  II,  1810. 

i       The  original  progenitor  of  the  Newell  family 
j  in  Connecticut  was  Thomas  Newell,  who  settled  in 
'  Hartford  soon  after  the  Colony  was  established, 
I  and  later  in  Farmington.    He  is  said  to  have  mi- 
grated from  Hertfordshire,  England,  and  his  wife's 
I  name  was  Rebecca  Olmstead,  Samuel  Newell  (2), 
j  son  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  Newell,  was  baptized 
Dec.  5,  1660,  and  in  1685  married  ]\Iary  Hart, 
j  Isaac  Newell  (3),  son  of  Samuel  and  IMary  Newell, 
i  was  born  Feb.   10,   1686,  and  married,  Aug.  8, 
!  1710,  Sarah  Norton,  of  Farmington,  granddaugh- 
ter of  John  Norton,  the  first  settler  at  Farmington. 
I  Isaac  Newell  (4),  son  of  Isaac  an-d  Sarah  Newell, 
born  Aug.  11,  171 1,  married  Rachel,  daughter  of 
John  and  Rachel  Pomeroy,  of  Northampton,  iSIass. ; 
she  was  a  woman  of  reinarkable  religious  character, 
joining  the  Church  when  very  young,  and  cherish- 
ing through  life  the  memory  of  Jonathan  Edwards. 
\  She  died  Sept.  16,  1776,  in  the  fiftv-fourth  year  of 
;  her  age.    For  his  second  wife  Isaac  New"ell  mar- 
!  ried  Rhoda   (Andrews)   Warren,  who  was  born 
j  May  6,  1728,  daughter  of  Caleb  Andrews,  of  New- 
I  ington,  and  was    the  widow  of    Elisha  Warren. 
I  Isaac  Newell  lived  in  the  north  part  of  Southing- 
ton,  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  known  as  New- 
ell's  Corners.    He  held  the  military  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant.   Fie  died  Jan.  3,  1793,  his  widow  suryiv- 
■  ing  until  Oct.  20,  1823.    Isaac  P.  Newell  (5),  son 
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.  (  Kaclic-I   Xcwcll.  was  horn  Jan.  2\. 

1-;^  IK-  '.iTvcil  ill  tlie  Revolutionary  war.  Ho 
fj'aVrir.S  .M.iry  \\'arrt.n.  aivl  lived  at  Xcuoirs  Cor- 
twT».  v^i.tre  he-  »liol  Dec  .'4.  1S31,  a-od  soventy- 
vtar4 ;  his  wife  diril  June  4.  iS;^;.  aged  scv- 
ft»t\  Jivc  vcar-i.  «Juartus  I*.  Xewcll  {()).  son  of 
l»4a.-  I'.  .-i:><l  Mar^  Xouell,  was  horn  Jan.  2.  1781, 
>n  S>ii:lr.n^t<'n.  and  <->n  l-"cl).  -'8.  1805,  married 
l.jj.  \  I'.">te.  l/xm  Jan.  o.  1783,  daiiglner  of  Capt. 
K^i>i  rt  ai^l  lvaelu-1  (  l.<.\vis)  Foote.  of  Southington. 
<.Ks,jriK*  r.  Nrwell  tiled  May  24,  1873.  aged  ninety- 
Itso  \cars:  liis  wile  passed  away  March  20.  1S53. 
Ai^cil  »4\cntv  Years.  Tlie  cliiKlrcn  ul  (Jnartus  J'. 
.If)'!  \.v.\\  Ncwtl!  Wire  as  follows:  Sophia,  horn 
Nfareh  j~.  18c/),  died  (  )et.  29,  1826:  Lydia.  horn 
]  ch.  12,  l><v»:  I-iicy,  mother  of  our  suhject,  horn 
«  >.  I  J  I.  1810;  Jeannette,  hajitized  May  22.  1814, 
d  e  l  Xmv.  14.  1835;  and  Jane,  haptized  Oct.  6, 
'  iSi'i. 

I'.d-iuin.!  .^-^teele  and  wife  were  charter  memhers 
«'f  the  Smih  G 'Ugregational  Chureli.  organized  in 
184J.  He  was  a  constant  attendant  at  church  serv- 
icf>,  ix«>scssed  strong  convictions,  and  was  in  all 
ri>i»ect>  a  man  of  character.  He  was  a  man  of 
.strict  integrity,  and  he  accunndated  a  competence 
whicii  he  lKf|Ueathc(l  to  his  children.  Though  in- 
terested in  iniMic  alTairs,  he  did  not  actively  en- 
gage in  iHplitic.^.  11c  died  Aug.  15,  1879,  his  wife 
passing  a\\a\-  in  I'chruary,  1878.  To  Edmund  and 
Lucy  Steele  were  hi  irn  fiiur  j.ons — Dwight  X'ewell. 
Frederick  XewKm.  Walter  I'omeroy  and  Charles 
Edmund.  (  i  )  Dwi-ht  Xcwell  Steele,  horn  Aug. 
3,  1832,  married  Sarah  Hartson,  of  Meriden,  and 
with  his  hrothers  I'rcdcrick  and  Walter  started  the 
market  gardening  indu-trv  at  Xew  Britain.  He 
died  Aug.  28,  1875.  his  wife  on  Oct.  25.  1879. 
They  had  one  son.  }  foward  .Merritt.  born  Aug.  24. 
1872,  who  was  married,  in  1893.  to  Minnie  Rhodes, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  the  livery  and  express  busi- 
ness. (2)  Frederick  Xewton  Steele  was  born  June 
7,  1837,  and  is  engaged  in  the  fruit  preserving 
business;  in  1879  '1^'  married  Lydia  Ijowman.  oi 
Manchester,  W.,  and  they  have  two  children — 
Henry  Bowman  and  Hcrlxrt.  (3)  Walter  F'om- 
eroy  Steele  was  born  July  24,  1844,  and  on  Sept. 
29,  1876,  married  Ida  Bristol  Steele,  of  Branford, 
Conn.;  they  have  one  cliild.  Dwight  W.,  now  a 
student  of  the  Xew  Britain  high  scliool. 

Charles  Edmund  Steele,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  preparatory  education  in  the 
New  Britain  high  school,  under  the  tutelage  of 
John  H.  Peck,  graduating  in  1867  with  the  honors 
of  valedictorian.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  vear 
he  entered  the  Freshman  class  of  Yale  College,  and 
four  years  later  he  received  his  diploma,  with  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  In  1872  he  entered  Andover 
Theological  Seminary,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1875.  The  subject  of  his  adtlress  was 
"The  Doctrinal  Basis  of  Christian  Union."  Re- 
turning home  for  a  year  Rev.  Mr.  Steele  during 
that  time  assisted  in  a  scries  of  great  revival  serv- 


ices in  Xew  Britain.  He  was  chairman  of  ihc 
union  committee,  and  had  a  vear  of  most  prohtabie 
work,  after  which  he  went  10  \"erniont.  and  was 
engaged  as  a  supplv  of  tlie  W  inooski  Congrega- 
tional Church,  luar  Burlington.  His  healtii  rail- 
ing, he  was  obliged  with  great  reluctance  to  aban-  | 
don  this  pastoral  work,  tli'iugh  n.n  intending  to  i  ;• 

permanentlv  leave  tlie  ministerial  service.  Coming  i; 
home,  he  sought  the  return  of  health  by  beconi-  ! 
j  ing  a  member  of  the  tirm  of  Steele  Brothers,  and  V 
engaging  extensivelv  in  market  gardening.  In  ad-  | 
dition  -Mr.  Steele  ha>  during  the  past  hve  ov  si.x  i 
years  been  extcn>ivel_\'  engaged  in  the  real-e-^tate  | 
Inisiness.  He  has  Iteen  verv  active  in  church  :ind  [: 
temperance  work.  For  nianv  years  he  has  been  a  I 
Bible-class  teacher,  and  served  on  many  cliiircli  | 
committees,  is  an  active  and  intluential  inembLT  of  1 
the  Y.  r^I.  C.  A.,  and  has  assisted  in  raising"  build-  [  • 

ing  funds  for  the  Y.  AI.  C.  A.,  the  Salvation  Army  | 
and  the  Swedish  Congregational  Church.  He  is  | 
affiliated  with  the  temperance  societies,  and  frijni  j 
his  boyhood  days  he  has  been,  like  his  father  l)e- 
fore  him,  an  active  and  courageous  advocate  nf  1 
temperance.  In  the  Prohibition  partv  he  cast  his  | 
first  vote  for  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  of  X'cw  York",  for  j  ■ 

president,  in  1S88.  He  has  been  active  in  the  ixirty 
councils,  in  1896  was  its  candidate  for  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  in  1898  and  again  in  1900  for  gov- 
ernor. 

Air.  Steele  was  married.  Sept.  24,  1SS5.  to 
Emma  Blue,  of  Clinton,  X.  Y.,  daughter  of  John 
C.  Blue,  of  Xorth  Gage,  Oneida  Co.,  X.  Y.  Tlie 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steele  has  been  blessed 
with  one  child,  Alabel,  born  Feb.  28,  1891. 

LESLIE  COLLI  XS  SEYAIOUR.  Energy 
and  enterprise,  directed  by  sound  judginent,  make 
a  combination  which  will  command  success  in  any 
line  of  effort,  and  the  career  of  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  a  prominent  resident  of  Windsor  Locks, 
would  indicate  that  he  possesses  these  admirable 
qualities  in  full  measure.  His  success  reflects  the 
more  credit  upon  him  becatise  of  the  fact  that  he 
has  gained  it  through  his  own  merit.;,  having  begun 
"at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,"  and  the  story  of  his  life 
W'ill,  for  the  same  reason,  afford  encouragement  to 
many  an  aspiring-  youth. 

Air.  Seymour  was  born  Alarcli  13,  1849, .  in 
Southwick,  Mass.,  and  is  of  good  Xew  England  an-  '■ 
cestry.  Williain  Collins  Seymour,  his  father,  w-as  j 
a  native  of  East  Granville,  Alass.,  but  removed  in 
1859  to  Suffield,  Conn.,  where  he  followed  farming  j 
for  many  years^  his  death  occurring  April  15,  1880,  • 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  He  married  Atiss  f 
Essie  Dooley,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  is  still  living.  f  ii 

Of  their  five  children,  (I  )  The  eldest,  Henry  W., 
married  Aliss  Lillie  LaX'erge.  and  died  Dec.  19, 
1877,  leaving  one  son,  Albert  Henry,  now  a  resident  j 
of  Hartford,  Conn.;  (2)  Leslie  C.  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below;  (3)  Cordelia  M.;  (4)  Eduard 
S.,  and  (5)  Alary  Emma  reside  in  Suffield. 
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l.cslio  C'.  Seymour  roiiiainod  uiulcr  tlio  parental 
roof  until  he  reached  the  ago  of  seventeen,  liis  edu- 
cation U-ins;-  oinained  in  the  schools  of  South  wick 
and  Sutiield.  lie  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
with  John  I".  Meade,  and  for  ?e\en  \ears  was  em- 
ployed by  him  in  tiie  tow  ns  of  Suftield,  W  indsor  and 
Hartford.  Suice  that  tin,e  he  has  heui  eni^ag-ed  in 
contracting.:  and  buiUling-,  and  for  the  past  eighteen 
years  his  summers  have  been  spent  in  overseeing 
work  on  the  canal.  lie  has  also  been  extensively 
interested  in  the  timber  business,  and  at  present  he 
is  successfully  engaged  in  tobacco  growMng. 

Mr.  Seymour  was  married  in'W  iiuI.^or  Locks 
to  Miss  Alice  E.  Moran,  daughter  of  Harrison 
and  Jane  E.  Moran.  and  since  June.  1873,  lie  lias 
made  his  home  in  that  pleasant  village.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  much  esteemed  "socially,  and 
for  twenty-eight  years  he  has  been  an  active'mem- 
.ber  of 'Apollo  Lodge.  Xo.  55.  A.  F.  :k  A.  .AL.  of 
Suffield.  He  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
political  questions,  is  a  zealous  sujijiorter  of  Dem- 
ocratic principles,  and  is  intluential  in  the  councils 
of  his  party.  While  not  an  office-seeker  he  ac- 
cepted the  nomination,  in  the  fall  of  1899,  for  the 
office  of  first  selectman,  and  was  elected  with  a 
handsome  majority,  running  far  ahead  of  his  partv 
ticket.  In  the  fall  of  1900  he  was  re-elected  first 
selectman  with  a  handsome  majoritv. 

JOSEPH  HALL,  late  principal  emeritus  of  the 
Hartford  Public  .Lligh  School,  whose  death  oc- 
curred from  heart  failure  on  June  10,  1896,  was 
born  at  Ashfield.  Mass.,  in  182S. 

]\Ir.  Hall  was  descended  from  old  X'ew  Eng- 
land stock.  He  was  of  the  eighth  generation  in 
descent  from  Gov.  Thomas  Prince  and  his  wife, 
Patience  Brewster,  and  of  the  ninth  generation 
from  Elder  William  Brewster,  of  the  "Mayflower." 
Until  he  was  twenty  years  old  his  time  was  spent 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  he  had  an  occasional 
term  in  Sanderson  Academy.  In  1849  ^^r.  Hall 
entered  Shelburne  Falls  Academy.  He  matriculated 
at  Williams  College  in  the  class  of  1855.  ^^'-'t  owing 
to  ill  health  he  was  unable  to  complete  the  course. 
After  leaving  Williams  he  spent  three  years  in  the 
South.  Later  he  taught  a  year  and  a  half  in  the 
academy  at  Shelburne  Falls.  From  there  he  was 
called  to  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Suf- 
field, where  he  taught  for  five  years.  In  i860  he 
received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  Browm  Uni- 
versity, and  in  1873  the  same  degree  from  Trinity 
College.  In  1872  he  was  appointed  State  chemist 
by  Gov.  Marshall  Jewell,  and  was  re-appointed  by 
subsequent  governors  of  the  State.  He  served  ten 
years  as  one  of  the  city  commissioners ;  three  years 
on  the  board  of  water  commissioners :  four  years 
on  the  health  board;  and  in  April.  1889,  was  ap- 
pointed for  a  full  term  on  the  park  commission. 

Mr.  Hall  liad  been  identified  with  the  high 
school  from  September,  1863,  until  his  death. 
From  that  time  until  the  death  of  principal  Samuel 


M.  Capron,  Jan.  4.  1874,  he  was  vice-principal.  He 
'  succeeded  Mr.  (."apn^i  as  principal,  and  held  the 
jiosition  luuil   Xov.  8,   i8()3.  and  from  that  time 
:  on  mitil  his  death  lie  was  principal  emeritus.    >  )f 
the  graduates  of  the  school,  1.041  received  diplomas 
bearing  his  signature  as  principal. 
I        Mr.  Hall  was  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge. 

F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  belonged  to  the  Masonic  Mu- 
:  tual  Relief  Association.  He  was  a  memlier  i>f 
;  Trinity  Church.  He  was  an  ujjright  and  influential 
{  citizen,  and  left  upon  the  world  the  impress  of  his 
!  marked  character  anil  personahtv.  ^Ir.  Hall  mar- 
ried Miss  (.)rvilia  Bassett,  of  Ashtield.  Mass.,  who 
survives  him. 

Dr.  Joseph  B.\rxard  H.vll,  the  only  child  of 
Joseph  and  Orvilla  Hall,  was  born  in  Hartford 
I  Sept.  29,  1868.    He  graduated  from  the  Hartford 
1  Public  School  with  the  class  of  1S87,  from  Sluf- 
;  field  Scientific  ScIkioI  with  the  class  of  1S90,  and 
I  from  the  Medical  Department  of  Yale  with  the 
I  class  of  1892.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Theta  Delta 
1  Chi  Fraternity,  and  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
j  ]\I.     Dr.  Hall  studied  two  years  in  the  Flartford 
Flospital,  and  for  a  few  months  in  Johns  HopKins 
Hospital,   Baltimore,   Isid.     He  was  clerk  of  tlie 
board  of  health  and  register  of  \^al  statistics  at 
j  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  was  recently 
appointed  medical  director  of  the  Hartford  Life 
Insurance  Co.,  leaving  that  to  accept  the  position  of 
assistant  medical  director  of  the  Connecticut  Mu- 
tual Life.     He  is  visiting  physician  of  the  Uld 
Peoples  Home,  and  a  member  of  the  City,  County 
and  State  ^Medical  Societies. 

STEPHEN    GOODRICH    (deceased).  The 
Goodrich  family  is  of  pioneer  stock,  and  the  subject 
of  this  memoir,  for  many  years  an  honored  resident 
of  Hartford,  was  a  representative  of  the  seventh 
i  generation  in  this  country. 

;        (I)  The  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America 

i  was  William  Goodrich,  an  Englishman,  who  ap- 

I  pears  on  the  records  as  a  deputy  from  Wethersfiekl, 

I  May  15,- 1662.    He  was  married,  in  1648,  to  Sarah,  ,0'^^  ^ 

j  -Marvin,  and  had  nine  children :  William;  SaTah, 

I  Mary,  John,  Elizabeth,  William,  Abigail,  Ephraim, 

I  and  David. 

i        (II)  John  Goodrich,  born  ]May  20,  1653,  died 
I  Sept.  5,  1730.    He  resided  in  Wethersfield,  and  was- 
I  married  rvlarch  28,  1678,  to  Rebecca  Allen.  They 
i  had  nine  children:  Sarah,  Rebecca,  Mary,  Samuel, 
j  Abigail,  John,  Allyn,  Ann  and  Jacob. 

{ III  j  Jacob  Goodrich,  born  Xov.  27,  1694,  died 
I  May  II,  1746.  He  made  his  home  in  Wethersfield 
1  and  Windsor.  On  Sept.  12,  17 17,  he  married  Beiie- 
I  diet  Goodwin,  and  they  had  seven  children,  as  fol- 
lows :  Hannah,  Rebecca,  Elijah,  Ruth,  Stephen, 
I  Sarah  and  Jacob. 

j  (IV)  Stephen  Goodrich,  born  Jan.  21,  1731,  died 
j  Aug.  19,  1758.  He  was  married,  Jan.  3,  1754.  to 
I  Rachel  Gillett,  and  made  his  home  in  Windsor. 
'  He  had  two  sons  :  Jacob,  born  Feb.  5,  1755,  who  died 
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while  serving  in  llic  Revolutionary  army;  and 
Stephen. 

Stephen  Goodrieh.  born  Mareh  29,  1757, 
died  Aug.  18J5.  lie  .served  in  tiic  Revolutionary 
war,  and  made  his  home  in  later  lifo  in  Sinisbury. 
On  Dec.  25,  17S1,  he  married  Lydia  Terry,  and  they 
liad  nine  children:  Jaooli,  Lydia,  lluldah,  Stephen 
G.,  Chauncey,  Wealthy,  George,  Xathan  and  Sal- 
mon. 

Xathan  Goodrich,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Aug.  10,  1801,  and  became  a  farmer  in 
Sinisbury,  where  he  died  Sejit.  4,  1S4J.  On  Jan. 
],  he  married  Sevilla  JJri^iol.  and  ihey  had 

SIX  children:  Lucius,  born  June  21,  1823,  married 
■Martha  A.  Ensign.  Pie  was  prominent  in  public 
affairs,  serving  as  sheritt  of  Hartford  county,  pro- 
vost marshal  of  this  (.listrict  during  the  Givil  war; 
county  commissioner ;  and  member  of  the  State 
■central  committee.  Juliette,  born  June  10,  1S24, 
died  June  29,  1S26.  Juliette,  born  April  9,  1826, 
died  Jan.  26,  1861.  A  daughter,  born  Aug.  19,  1834, 
died  Aug.  22,  1S34.  Stephen  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  Xathan  Harrison,  born  Feb.  19,  1841, 
died  Sept.  17,  1842. 

Stephen  Goodrich  was  born  in  Sinisbury 
April  13,  1836.  and  died  April  2,  1893.  He  received 
a  common-school  education  in  his  native  town,  and 
for  a  few  terms  attended  the  Connecticut  Literary 
Institute,  SutTield,  and,  in  1852,  went  to  Hartford 
to  prepare  for  business  life,  beginning  as  a  clerk  in 
the  same  store  which  he  afterward  owned  and 
operated  for  many  years.  He  became  one  of  the 
best-known  druggists  in  the  State,  and  occupied  the 
highest  positions  attainable  in  that  vocation,  having 
"been  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Connecticut  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  and  one  of  the  first  presi- 
dents of  the  organization.  He  was  also  influential 
in  the  movement  resulting  in  the  organization  of  the 
State  Board  of  Pharmacy,  and  held  the  place  of 
commissioner  for  three  years,  the  appointment  be- 
ing an  executive  one.  As  commissioner  his  work 
was  invaluable  to  the  druggists  of  Connecticut,  as 
lie  insisted  on  a  higher  standard  of  examinations, 
and  was  instrumental  in  elevating  the  scholarship 
and  attainments  of  the  profession  throughout  the 
State.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
he  served  in  both  branches  of  the  common  council, 
and  was  for  eight  vears  a  member  of  the  board  of 
police  commissioners.  His  career  as  a  member  of 
the  city  government  was  one  of  great  credit  and  suc- 
cess, his  influence  in  both  boards  being  recognized 
as  that  of  a  man  of  unfaltering  personal  integrity 
and  sound  judgment.  On  the  police  board  his  work 
was  equally  important  and  valuable  to  the  city,  as 
his  resolute  demands  for  the  best  service  resulted 
in  an  improvement  in  the  efficiency  and  morale  of 
the  department.  In  1S89  he  was  appointed  bank 
•commissioner  by  Gov.  Bulkeley.  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  the  appointment  was  confirmed  by  the 
State  with  a  unanimity  that  reflected  the  utmost 
<^redit  upon  the  standing  of  Mr.  Goodrich  as  a  citi- 


zen.   The  office  of  bank  commissioner  is  one  of  the 
'  most  i;n]iortant  in  the  State,  requiring  exceptional 
adaptation  and  judgment  in  the  inciunbent,  and 
Mr.  Goodrich  full}-  demonstrated  his  fitness  for  the 
position.    lie  was  a  Scottish  Rite  -Mason,  and  be- 
:  longed  to  St.  John's  Lodge,  F.  eS:  A.  M.    The  fam- 
I  ily  is  identiheLl  with  Park  Church,  Hartford,  and 
;  holds  an  enviable  social  position, 
i        j\Ir.  Goodrich  was  married  Oct.  16,  1862,  to 
Alice  Grey  Kellogg,  of  East  Hartford,  and  they 
had  one  child,  Grace,  born  ^lay  9,  1866,  who  was 
\  married  Oct.  3,  1SS8,  to  Capt.  \\  illiani  B.  Dwight, 
and  has  two  children,  Dorothy,  born  July  8,  1S96; 
and  Beatrice,  born  Sept.  17,  1899.    Mrs.  Goodrich 
is  a  daughter  of  \\'illiani  Kellogg,  a  prominent  resi- 
dent of  East  Hartford,  who  was  born  at  Hebron, 
I  Conn.,  June  2,  1793,  and  died  Xov.  iS,  1S61.  He 
!  was  married  Feb.  10,  1820,  to  Sarah  H.  Jones,  v.dio 
i  was  born  in  East  Hartford  June  15,  1800,  and 
I  died  Aug.  20,  1873,        they  had  thirteen  children, 
'  four  of  whom  are  now  (1900)   living:  Rodney; 
i  Mrs.  E.  K.  Morgan;  George  C,  in  California;  and 
j  Mrs.  Goodrich. 

I       EVERETT    THOMAS    axd  FREDERICK 
i  EDWARD  STAXLEY,  prominent  and  influential 
I  citizens  of  West  Flartford,  belong  to  one  of  the 
i  oldest  and  most  highly  respected  New  England 
'  families,  being  able  to  trace  their  ancestry  back  to 
'  John  Stanley,  a  native  of  England,  who  embarked 
on  a  vessel  bound  for  New  England  in  1634  or 
^  1635,  but  died  on  the  passage,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, with  an  estate  of  £116.    They  w-ere  John, 
'  who  is  mentioned  below^ ;  Ruth,  born  in  1629,  who 
married  Isaac  ^Sloore ;  and  a  child,  wdio  was  born 
and  died  in  1634. 

(II)  John  Stanley  was  born  in  England  in  1624, 
and  in  1636  came  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  with  his  uncle 
Thomas  Stanley,  wdio  was  his  guardian  until  he  at- 
\  tained  his  majority.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  went 
on  an  expedition  against  the  Pequot  Indians.  On 
Dec.  5,  1645,  he  n;arried  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Anna  Scott,  of  Hartford,  and  then  located  in 
Farmington,  this  county,  where  he  was  appointed 
by  his  townsmen  to  nearly  every  office ;  he  was 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  for  thirty-seven  years ; 
:  lieutenant  and  captain  in  King  Philip's  war ;  con- 
stable in  1654:  sergeant  in  1669;  ensign  in  1674. 
His  first  wife  died  June  6,  1661,  and  for  his  second 
wife  he  married  Sarah  Stoddard.  Flis  death  oc- 
curred Dec.  19,  1706.  By  the  first  union  there  were 
six  children:  John,  born  Nov.  4,  1647,  is  men- 
tioned below;  Thomas,  b<3rn  Nov.  i,  1649,  married 
Anna  Peck;  Sarah,  born  Feb.  18.  1651,  married  Jo- 
seph Gaylord ;  Timothy,  born  May  17,  1654,  mar- 
ried }\Iary  Strong;  Elizabeth,  born  April  i,  1657, 
died  in  infancy;  Isaac  was  born  Sept.  22,  1660. 
There  were  two  children  by  the  second  marriage : 
■  Abigail,  born  July  25,  1669,  married  John  Hooker; 

and  Elizabeth,  born  Xov.  28,  1672,  married  John 
,  WadsW'Ortli. 
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(^III)  lohn  Staiilov,  born  in  Hartford  Nov. 
4,  1047,  lu.ulo  liis  lunnc  in  I'arniington  for  sonic 
vcar>  and  about  1078  removed  to  tlie  new  settle- 
ment at  W'aterbury,  wliere  he  beeaine  one  of  the 
li'rcnu>.st  citi/en^.  lie  was  the  first  reeorder  of 
the  town,  being  then  nnly  one  among  tlte  early  prop- 
rietors wlio  was  fully  qualilied  for  the  office.  He 
was  sergeant  iu  the  Waterbury  "train  band"'  in 
April,  i(kSj,  and  was  made  lieutenant  in  October, 
xiisKj.  He  was  the  second  representative  in  the 
A>.-eniblv.  In  Kh)5  lie  returned  to  Farmingion, 
where  he  was  made  a  deacon  of  the  church,  and 
afterward  servetl  in  that  capacity.  He  was  also 
chosen  justice  of  the  peace  for  Hartford  county, 
in.  1704.  Un  Nov.  iS,  1669,  he  married  Esther, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Xewell,  of  Farmington.  He 
died  ^lay  16,  1729,  and  her  death  occurred  Jan. 
29,  1740.  They  had  nine  children:  Esther,  born 
Sept.  2,  1672,  died  April  11,  1676;  John,  born  April 
9,  1675,  died  Aug.  12,  1676;  Samuel,  born  June  7, 
1677,  is  mentioned  below;  Nathaniel,  born  Sept.  25, 
1679,  married  Sarah  Smith;  John,  born  Feb.  17. 
1682,  married  (hrst)  H.  Porter,  and  (second)  Mary 
Wright;  Thomas  was  born  in  February,  1684;  Sa- 
rali  was  born  July  4,  16S6;  Timothy,  born  June  6, 
1689,  married  ^Martha  Smith  ;  -and  Ruth. 

(IV)  Samuel  Stanley,  born  June  7,  1677,  lived 
on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father  in  Waterbury, 
the  title  to  the  place  being  still  in  the  lather's  name 
after  his  return  to  Farmington.  Samuel  Stanley  was 
a  carpenter  and  millwright,  and  at  different  times  re- 
sided in  Wallingford,  Farmington  and  Durham.  He 
was  a  townsman  in  1704  and  1705  ;  was  a  member  of 
the  school  committee ;  served  as  collector  of  taxes ; 
and  in  other  local  ofifices.  He  was  married,  July 
15,  1702,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Abraham  Bron- 
son,  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1747.  In  their 
family  were  eleven  children:  Samuel,  born  in  1703, 
the  next  in  direct  descent  to  our  subjects ;  Abraham, 
born  April  11,  1705,  who  married  Prudence  Pinney ; 
John,  who  married  Hannah  Ives ;  Esther ;  Ebenezer 
and  Anna,  tw'ins,  born  ^March  5,  1713;  Elizabeth, 
born  IMarch  8,  1714.  (who  died  the  same  year j  ; 
Elizabeth  (2),  born  IMarch  13,  1715;  Asa,  born  in 
1717,  who  died  before  1730;  Josiah,  born  Aug.  10, 
1717,  who  married  Mary  Miles ;  and  Ruth  born  July 
19,  1719- 

(V)  Samuel  Stanley,  born  in  1703,  made  his 
home  in  West  Hartford,  where  he  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1769.  He  was  first  married,  Sept.  20,  1727, 
to  Anne  Brace,  who  died  in  ^larch,  1764,  and  in 
^766  he  wedded  Lois  Abernathy  of  Farmington. 
His  children  were  as  follows :  Anne,  born  July  6, 
1728,  married  Elias  Willard ;  Samuel,  born  Jan.  11, 

died  in  infancy;  Samuel,  born  Jan.  24,  17,7,1, 
married  Joanna  Goodman;  Amaziah,  born  Feb.  iS, 
^733-  is  mentioned  below;  Amos,  born  Aug.  26, 
1739,  married  Zeviah  Gray;  and  Desire,  born  July 
31,  1743,  married  Thomas  Steele. 

(VI)  Amaziah  Stanley,  born  in  West  Hartford, 
Feb.  18,  1733,  died  Feb.  8,  1790.   On  Dec.  16,  1756, 


he  married  Elizabeth  Woodruff,  who  died  July  8, 
17C>8,  leaving  one  son,  Xoadiah,  who  was  born  June 
1  22,  \ybo,  and  married   llaimah   King.  Amaziah 
I  Stanley  subseciuenlly  married  Mary  Mower,  daugh- 
I  ter  of  Francis  Flower.    She  died  Oct.  30,  1822.  By 
the  second  union  there  were  six  children :  Elizabeth, 
born  June  10,  1770,  married  Ezekiel  Kellogg;  Ama- 
ziah, iKirn  Aug.  24,  1771,  married  Hannah  Good- 
;  win;  Truman,  baptized  ^larch  29,  1778,  was  the 
j  grandfatiier  of  our  subject;  Oliver,  born  in  June, 
1781,  married  (first)  Mary  Goodrich,  and  (second) 
j  Elvira  Chapin ;  Abraham,  born  July  25,  1783,  died 
j  in  1789;  and  Eunice,  born  in  October,  1786,  mar- 
j  ried  Hezekiah  Seldon. 

\        (VH)  Truman  Stanley  was  born  Feb.  7,  1778, 
j  and  was  baptized  in  West  Hartford  March  29,  1778. 
!  He  became  an  extensive  land  owner  in  that  town, 
and  in  connection  with  farming  worked  at  the  stone 
mason's  trade.    He  was  a      hig  in  politics,  and  a 
j  Congregationalist  in  religious  belief.    On  Sept.  30, 
I  1804,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  }*Iiss  Mary 
Ann  Braman,  who  died  July  26,  18G7,  and  his  death 
occurred  Sept.  9,  i860.  They  had  six  children:  Will- 
iam, born  ^larch  11,  1806,  who  married  Elizabeth 
!Moore ;  Eliza,  born  Nov.  20,  1808;  Laura,  born  in 
1812,  who  died  jMarch  8,  of  that  year;  Edward,  born 
June  6,  1814,  the  fatlier  of  our  subject;  Henry,  born 
April  27,  1817,  who  married  Sarah  W.  Lee;  and 
Ann,  born  Jan.  18,  1825,  who  married  George  W. 
!  Robbins. 

I  (VIII)  Edward  Stanley  was  born  in  West  Hart- 
j  ford  June  6,  1814,  and  was  baptized  Nov.  15,  181 7. 
Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  engaged 
in  farming  in  West  Hartford,  and  was  one  of  the 
m.ost  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, serving  as  the  first  representative  of  the 
town  in  the  State  Legislature;  as  selectman  for 
twenty-five  years ;  and  first  selectman  for  fifteen 
years.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
religipusly  both  he  and  his  wife  were  earnest  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Fle  was  married  June  26,  1840,  to  Miss  Susan  Smith 
(Selden),  a  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Hurl- 
burt)  Selden.  He  died  April  25,  1884,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  ]March  12,  18SS.  In  their  family  were 
five  children :  William  Alortimer,  born  in  IMarch, 
1841,  died  Sept.  28,  1852;  Everett  Thomas,  born 
Jan.  17,  1846,  is  mentioned  belows  ^lary  Ida,  born 
Feb.  6,  1849,  died  Sept.  12,  1852;  Frederick  Ed- 
ward, born  Aug.  31,  1853,  is  also  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  and  Helen  Annetta,  born  Aug.  11. 
1854,  was  married  Oct.  12,  1882,  to  John  }*I. 
Foote,  Jr. 

(IX)  Everett  Thomas  Stanley  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  West  Hartford,  and  was  provided  with 
good  educational  advantages,  attending  first  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  town,  later  the  old  West  Hart- 
ford Academy,  Barnhart's  private  school,  at  ^loores- 
town,  N.  J.,  and  a  business  college  at  Hartford. 
Throughout  his  business  career  he  has  followed 
farming  in  West  Hartford  with  marked  success,  and 
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for  tittccii  years  was  also  cn.qatjcd  in  tlie  milk  biisi- 
J1LSS.  11c  is  an  ardent  siippurtor  i)t  tlio  Kcpuhlican 
]5artv  and  of  its  principles,  and  his  fellow  citizens, 
rec< lionizing"  his  worth  and  ahility,  have  called  upon 
him  to  serve  as  first  selectman  tor  the  past  fourteen 
%ears.  >fr.  Stanley  was  first  married,  in  West  Hart- 
foril,  to  Miss  Julia  I'la^x,  who  died  Dec.  2,  187^^ 
and  later  he  was  a^ain  married,  in  Hartford,  his 
second  union  beiui;  with  .Miss  h'annie  Elizabeth 
IJaker,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Mary  Baker. 

(JXj  Frederick  Edward  Stanley  was  born  at  his 
present  residence  in  West  Hartford  Aug.  31,  1853, 
and  attended  the  West  District  school  and  the  Cen- 
ter school  of  the  town,  lie  remained  on  tlie  old 
homestead,  and,  like  his  brother,  lie  has  met  with 
excellent  success  in  his  farming  operations.  On 
June  4,  1S84,  in  Hartford,  he  married  Miss  Rowena 
Annetta  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Henrv  Stiles  and  Lucy 
(Fowler)  Clark,  of  South  Windsor.  The  brothers 
■are  both  wide-awake  and  enterprising  business  men, 
and  are  widely  and  favorably  known. 

AXER  SPERRY,  of  Hartford.  *The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  town  of  Russia, 
Herkimer  Co.,  X.  Y.,  Feb.  5,  1812.  For  a  great 
many  years  he  was  active  in  business  in  Hartford 
and  well  known  throughout  the  city  and  county. 
He  practically  retired  years  ago,  and  has  since 
•devoted  his  attention  to  the  settlement  of  estates. 
His  erect  form  is  still  a  familiar  figure  on  the 
streets  of  Hartford,  and  although  he  is  nearly 
eighty-nine  years  of  age  his  step  is  firm  and  his 
eye  bright.  He  has  personally  prepared  a  sketch 
of  his  life,  which  is  printed  verbatim  below,  and 
will  be  read  by  his  acquaintances  with  greater 
relish  than  anything  the  editor  could  offer  in  its 
place. 

]Mr.  Sperry  writes:  '■:\Iy  father  and  mother 
went  from  Xew  Haven  to  Russia,  X.  Y.,  in  the 
year  iSoo,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  wilderness. 
They  had  one  daughter,  Laura.  They  constructed 
a  log  house,  in  which  they  lived  several  years,  but 
the  family  increased  and  a  larger  house  was  re- 
quired, it  was  built  at  the  foot  of  a  small  hill, 
of  logs,  and  in  this  house  I  was  born.  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  visiting  the  spot  where  the  old  log 
house  stood,  and  looking  at  the  little  babbling  brook 
near  by,  where  I  have  taken  so  much  comfort  in 
wading  in  the  water,  building  dams,  and  after 
school  filling  my  fish  basket  with  speckled  trout,  or 
picking  twelve  quarts  of  blackberries  and  carrying 
them  to  'the  corner'  one  and  a  half  miles  away. 
I  could  generally  get  two  cents  per  quart,  but  if 
the  market  was  dull  Esq.  Frink  would  take  them 
and  give  me  a  yard  of  cotton  cloth  that  was  worth 
one  York  shilling.  ^Mv  mother  could  always  find 
use  for  it,  as  I  had  five  sisters  and  two  brothers. 
The  school  house  was  one  and  a  half  miles  away, 
and  I  did  not  spend  much  time  there.    Father  was 


♦Taken  from  "The  Popular  Biographies  of  CoDnecticut.' 


a  tailor,  and  spent  most  of  the  winters  in  "whipping 
the  cat,"  and  that  left  the  chores  and  WL>od  cho[)ping 
for  me  to  do.  The  old  bav  mare  'Cub*  was  a  great 
help  to  me  in  getting  uj)  the  wood,  and  she  also 
took  us  to  mill  and  to  meeting.  We  had  about 
three  acres  of  orchard,  and  1  remember  the  names 
of  nearly  every  tree.  Father  built  a  frame  barn,  and 
one  of  our  neighbors  had  a  frame  house.  He  died 
one  day,  and  father  bought'  the  house  for  $50,  and 
the  neighbors  that  had  oxen  came  and  moved  the 
house  to  our  place,  and  we  dug  a  cellar  under  it. 
and  that  made  us  a  very  good  home.  It  was  a 
hard  struggle  for  our  parents  to  clear  up  the  laud 
and  raise  so  large  a  family.  W  e  were  all  brought 
up  in  the  Methodist  faith  and  the  fear  of  hell  was 
before  our  eyes,  but  1  'did  not  see  it.'  Our  ad- 
vantages for  knowing  what  was  in  the  future  were 
very  liiuited.  The  answer  to  any  and  all  questions 
was  "faith."  Our  farm  was  very  hilly,  and  it  made 
lots  of  hard  work.  The  soil  was  good,  however. 
A  brook  ran  through  the  south  part  of  it,  and  a 
spring  supplied  the  north  i)art ;  we  had  a  good 
sugar  bush.  Our  neighbors  were  kind  and  agree- 
able. I  took  lots  of  comfort  in  attending  singing 
school. 

"'At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  i  left  home  in  the 
fall  and  went  to  live  with  John  Graves,  and  did 
chores  for  my  board  and  went  to  school.  Per- 
haps some  of  the  sixteen-year-old  boys  of  the  pres- 
ent dav  would  like  to  know  wdiat  chores  I  had  to 
do.  Well,  the  first  was  to  get  out  of  bed  at  four 
o"clock  A.  M.,  dress  and  go  to  the  barn  and  milk 
six  cows,  feed  forty  cows,  tw^o  oxen  and  five  horses, 
then  go  to  another  barn  and  feed  twenty  calves  and 
fortv  sheep:  then  go  to  a  hay  stack  half  a  mile 
awav  and  feed  five  colts,  shovel  away  the  snow, 
and  cut  a  hole  in  the  ice  for  them  to  drink ;  feed 
six  hogs — all  of  which  must  be  done  before  day- 
light. Who  can  guess  how  much  hay  has  been 
handled?  Xow  breakfast  is  ready.  After  eating 
in  a  hurry,  the  cows  are  all  turned  out  to  water, 
and  put  back  if  stormy,  horses  led  out  to  water, 
and  all  of  the  stables  cleaned  out :  now  comes 
wood  sawing  and  filling  the  woodbox  in  the  kitchen  ; 
and  then  T  am  now  ready  for  school.  At  twelve 
I  must  hurry  home  and  feed  all  the  cattle  and  get 
back  to  school  for  the  afternoon.  As  soon  as  it 
is  closed  I  am  seen  running  home  to  do  the  chores, 
which  are  not  finished  until  about  eight  o"clock ; 
then  wdien  supper  is  over  I  am  soon  between  the 
sheets.  This  is  repeated  every  day  until  spring  ar- 
rives. I  then  go  to  work  for  ^7  per  month.  This 
is  followed  up  for  five  years.  1  then  arrive  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one.  During  my  boyhood,  when 
at  home,  my  father  gave  me  a  small  patch  of  ground 
on  which  I  raised  watermelons,  and  sold  them  at 
general  trainings,  and  picked  up  a  little  money  of 
my  own.  At  seventeen  1  enlisted  in  the  artillery 
under  David  Joy.  Dr.  Walter  Booth  commanded 
the  company  afterward,  and  our  general  trainings 
i  were  held  at  Herkimer.    F.  E.  Spinner  was  col- 
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■uui-l.  Ik-  wlio  was  niUTward  I'liitcil  States  trca?- 
uror.  (  )n  tho  _'''th  oi  July,  1S30.  1  was  apiioiiUcd 
coriKiral  of  llic  cunipanv .  and  received  niv  warrant 
from  Cell.  Spinner  on  that  day.  Our  innforni  was 
blue,  trinur.ed  with  L;iii  I)raid.  bell  crowned  cajis 
made  of  patent  leallier  and  brass  trimmed,  with 
tali  red  feather,  sword  and  belt. 

■"When  1  reaclied  twenty-one  I  was  sick  of 
farniinj::,  and  tlecided  to  look  for  s^mie  other  busi- 
ness. J-"ather  said.  'If  \ou  will  sta\'  here  and  take 
care  of  me  and  mother,  when  we  i^et  through  you 
shall  have  all  that  is  left."  1  thanketl  him  for  his 
verv  kind  and  generous  offer,  and  said  to  him. 
"You  have  worked  all  your  life  so  far  and  got  to- 
getlicr  a  farm  of  fifty  acres,  and  it  is  well  stocked 
and  worth  about  Si. 500.  Xo.  1  shall  decline  the 
ofi'er  for  two  reasons:  First,  I  have  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  would  not  take  it  all :  second,  I  think  I 
can  do  better."  1  was  then  twentv-one,  and  had 
thirty  dollars  in  my  pocket.  I  left  Russia  about 
the  4th  of  April,  1833,  for  Xcw  Haven,  by  stage; 
could  not  get  work,  and  my  thirty  dollars  was  re- 
duced to  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents.  Left 
Xew  Haven  at  8  .\.  m.,  arrived  in  Hartford  at  4 
I".  M.,  having  walked  thirty-six  miles ;  applied  at 
the  Retreat  for  work  without  success ;  went  to  ^Mr. 
John's  house  near  by,  and  staid  over  night ;  told 
him  my  situation,  and  he  gave  me  my  supper, 
lodging  and  breakfast,  and  it  was  valued  higher 
than  any  gift  that  I  ever  received.  Xext  morn- 
ing wenj  over  to  the  Retreat  and  obtained  a  situa- 
tion ;  was  employed  in  the  house  six  months ;  then 
went  outside  and  drove  the  team  seven  and  one- 
half  y"ears.  My  stay  there  was  very  pleasant  and 
agreeable.  I  had  fifteen  dollars  per  nionth  for  two 
years,  and  twenty  dollars  per  month  for  six  years, 
and  the  managers  made  me  a  present  of  fifty  dol- 
lars when  I  left.  Dr.  Todd  was  superintendent 
and  Phineas  Talcott  steward  when  I  went  there, 
and  Dr.  Brigham  was  superintenoent  and  \  irgil 
Cornish  steward  when  I  left.  The  boys  there 
wanted  to  use  their  monev  faster  than  they  earned 
it,  and  I  lent  them  money  everv  month  at  a  large 
interest.  I  saved  my  .  money  aiid  the  big  interest 
helped  me  out.  I  spent  but  verv  little.  I  attended 
dancing  school  two  winters.  The  first .  thousand 
dollars  that  I  earned  I  put  into  the  grocery  trade 
with  a  partner,  who  managed  the  business  two 
years,  and  then  left  with  all  the  funds.  I  left  the 
Retreat  in  the  spring  of  1841.  and  manufactured 
root  beer  for  five  months ;  cleared  S875.  Then  I 
formed  a  co-partnership  with  Frederick  F.  Taylor, 
and  we  bought  out  Solomon  Smith's  livery  stable, 
price  $2,500.  I  had  82,200,  and  yir.  Taylor  had 
§300.  We  v.-ere  located  on  Front  street.  Mr. 
Smith  still  owned  the  office,  which  we  afterward 
bought  for  S700.  Then  we  bought  of  Christopher 
Colt  a  barn  for  Si, 200:  then  nought  of  Griffin 
Stedman  a  house  on  Talcott  street  for  Si-50o;  then 
sold  the  whole  to  Daniel  Buck  for  an  advance  of 
$500.    We  bought  of  William  Kellogg  a  barn,  cor- 


j  ner  of  Front  and  Talcott  streets,  for  $4,000,  and 
j  on  this  ground  I  built  my  first  home,  a  neat  little 
house  of  four  ro(.mis.    Aug.  18.  1844,  I  was  mar- 
ried to  Xancy  1'..  ]\Iiller,  of  Fast  Hampton,  X.  Y., 
,  who  was  six  years  younger  than  myself.    We  were 
I  married  at  the  Methodist  church.     1  played  the 
I  bass  viol  there  for  five  years.    I  think  Xancv  was 
!  the  best  housekeeper  in  the  wide  world.    We  lived 
j  together  thirty-nine  years.    She  died  Aug.  31,  1S83. 
"Mr.  Taylor  and  myself  bought,  in  the  si)ring 
of  1847,  the  old  Goodwin  livery  stable  in  the  rear 
,  of  the  Exchange  Bank.  State  street,  for  $13,200. 
j  Mr.  Ta\lor's  health  failed  in  1850,  and  1  bought 
j  him  out  and  paid  him  $S.ooo.     1  continued  the 
business  until  185Q.    1  had  ten  hacks  and  twenty- 
five  single  teams,  and  generally  kept  fifty  horses, 
and  attended  to  most  of  the  funerals.    I  employed 
j  fifteen  men,  and  had  a  large  run  of  business ;  kept 
,  my  own  books.     My  hacks  cost  generally  from 
i  $1,200  to  Si. 500.    I  had  one  tnat  cost  $2,000,  and 
!Mrs.  Sigournev  had  the  first  ride  in  it.    I  lost  over 
!  fifty  horses,  the  value  of  which  was  at  least  $10,000. 
I  My  barn  was  burned,  and  the  loss  over  insurance 
j  was,  $S,ooo.    I  gave  George  K.  Reed  $5,000;  Mrs. 
j  Sharp's    family,    $2,300;    George    W.  Loveland, 
I  $3,100;  Frederick  S.  Sperry,  S300 ;  Philena  Fith- 
ian,  $250;  Polla  Osborn,  $2,500;  and  many  other 
!  smaller  gifts  :,  also  S.  A.  L.,  $2,200.    Lost  bv  en- 
i  dorsements  and  otherwise  over  $20,000.    The  ag- 
I  gregate  amount  of  losses  and  gifts,  $40,000.  The 
I  interest  added  to  this  amount  would  at  this  time 
•  make  the  whole  amount  considerably  over  $100,000. 
]       'T  bought  ten  hacks  here,  three  in  X^'ew  Flaven. 
i  thirty-five    in    Bridgeport.     ]\Iv    livery  propertv 
would  generally  inventory  about  $30,000.  \\'hen 
I  commenced  the  business,  our  capital  being  but 
$2,500,  I  was  obliged  to  have  some  credits,  and 
Robert  Buell  endorsed  for  me.     He  was  on  mv 
paper  most  of  the  time.    I  gave  him  what  riding 
he  wanted,  which  amounted  to  about  $100  per  vear. 
I  have  been  interested  in  the  hack 'business  outside 
of  my  own  business  with  James  Girin.  ]vlr.  Boying- 
ton,  Mr.  Briggs.  John  White.  E.  P.  Cottrell.  James 
I  Tehan,  C.  B.  Boardman.  George  Goyt.  T.  A.  Cham- 
j  berlin  and  ^Merrick  Freeman.    I  finally  wound  up 
I  by  selling  out  to  Freeman.    I  took  a  house  of  him 
on  Pleasant  street,  and  lived  there  one  year ;  then 
changed  that  for  a  farm  on  W  mdsor  avenue.  In 
the  spring  of  i860  I  bought  my  house  on  Ann 
street.    During  1859  and  i860  I  was  out  of  busi- 
ness, and  it  was  the  two  hardest  vears'  work  that 
I  I  have  ever  done.    At  that  time  Hewett  &  Rogers 
failed  in  the  livery  business,  and  theirs  was  the 
first  estate  that  I  ever  settled,  but  I  have  followed 
the  business  ever  since,  and  mv  list  numbers  now 
175;  my  fees  will  amount  to  about  $17,000.  When 
I  first  started-out  to  take  care  of  myself,  the  main 
object  was  to  provide  for  myself  a  good  home. 
I  had  denied    luysclf  many  good    things  in  my 
youth  that  would  have  been  pie.  sant  to  enjoy,  but 
by  so  doing  I  have  accomplished  my  object.  I 
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have  c:ol  my  loiiy;  ilc>ircil  good  homo,  allliough  in 
getting  it  i  have  pa^^^.•d  through  nuiny  sturnis ; 
but  the  i«tornis  are  over  and  tlie  sun  shines  briglit.  ' 
Mr.  Sperry  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight — three  sons 
and  tive  daughters.  I  he  daughters  are  all  deceased, 
.\urilla,  Mrs.  Reed,  who  was  the  last  to  pass  away, 
dying  Aug.  J,  njoo,  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  aged  ninety- 
five  years.  One  of  the  sons  is  dead.  Major  F. 
S.  Sperry,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  born  in 
1825,  is  now  living  in  Syracuse.  Xew  York. 

Since  th.e  above  sketch  was  prepared  Mr.  Sperry 
was  married,  }^Iay  0,  1891,  to  Mrs.  Emily  J.  House, 
of  Kartford.  He  has  been  an  active  member,  of 
the  Sons  of  Temperance  for  many  years,  and  was 
one  of  the  promoters  and  supporters  of  the  temper- 
ance paper  printed  and  published  by  Rev.  B.  E. 
Hale.  He  spent  two  years  as  an  active  worker  in 
Hose  Company  Xo.  2,  and  two  years  with  Hose 
Companv  Xo.  3,  on  Front  street,  and  when  the 
old-time  firemen  organized  a  Veterans  Associa- 
tion, about  1890,  he  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
project.  The  association  has  since  built  a  tine 
building  in  Hartford.  In  politics  Mr.  Sperry  is  a 
Repubican,  formerly  a  Whig,  and  at  one  time  he 
served  on  a  vigilance  committee  of  that  party  with 
Gideon  Welles,  the  well-known  statesman. 

DANIEL  PHILLIPS.  Among  the  representa- 
tive men  of  Hartford  county,  none,  perhaps,  is  re- 
garded with  as  much  respect  and  veneration  as  the 
gentlentan  whose  name  here  appears.  For  sixty 
years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city,  with  whose 
rise  and  progress  his  life  has  been  so  closely  inter- 
woven. 

Mr.  Phillips  is  of  the  sixth  generation  in  de- 
scent from  (i)  Rev.  George  Phillips,  the  first  min- 
ister of  Watertown,  ^lass.,  who  was  a  native  of 
England,  born  in  Rainham,  County  of  Xorfolk,  in 
1593;  came  to  America  in  1630  along  with  Gov. 
Winthrop  and  others ;  was  at  Salem,  but  soon  lo- 
cated at  Watertown,  ^Massachusetts. 

(II)  Theophilus  Phillips,  son  of  George  and 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1636,  married  (second)  ^lary 
Bennet;  resided  in  Watertown,  [Massachusetts. 

(HI)  Joseph  Phillips,  son  of  Theophilus,  born 
in  1702,  in  Watertown,  married  (first)  Ruth  Towne, 
and  settled  at  Oxford  (now  Auburn),  \\'orcester 
Co.,  Mass.,  there  owning  several  tracts  of  land,  the 
old  homestead  remaining  in  the  family  some  ninety 
years. 

(IV)  Lieut.  Israel  Phillips,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Ruth,  born  in  August,  1737,  in  Oxford  (now  Au- 
burn), was  a  soldier  in  the  French  war  in  1758; 
married  Huldah  Towne;  he  died  i'eb.  28,  iSoo. 

(V)  Daniel  Phillips,  son  of  Lieut.  Israel,  born 
March  i,  1770,  in  Auburn.  Mass..  uas  a  farmer  in 
Charlton,  ^lass.,  moving  there  in  1800;  married 
(first)  in  179S  Hannah  Small;  married  (second)  in 
1800  Jemima  Dennis  ;  married  (third)  Abigail  Dres- 
ser, of  Charlton,  born  Aug.  17,  1775,  daughter  of 
Asa  and  Abigail  (Wheelock)  Dresser.    This  wife 


died  April  7,   1816,  and  Daniel  Phillips  nuuried 
(fourth)  in  1816  Lucy  Harwood.    Children  by  tust 
marriage:  Curtis.  Clarissa  and  Au-tin;  children  by 
third  marriage:     Daniel    (^our    subject),  Abigail, 
Moses  D.  and  Austin  T.   All  the  children  were  born 
in  Charlton,  Mass.    Of  the  above,  Moses  D.  Phil- 
lips went  to  Boston  and  engaged  in  the  book-pub- 
j  lishing  business  with  Mr.  Sampson,  the  firm  becom- 
:  ing  Phillips  &;  Sampson,  and  together  they  built  up 
!  the  largest  business  of  tliat  nature  in  the  Xew  Eng- 
land States.   The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  in  Charl- 
ton, died  ^larch  27,  1S48  ;  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Daniel  Phillips,  whose  name  appears  at  the  open- 
ing of  this  sketch,  was  born  July  2,  1809,  in  Charl- 
ton, Mass.,  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was- 
twenty  years  of  age.    Ide  then,  in  1S29,  went  to 
W^estboro,  and  engaged  in  butchering  and  in  other 
lines  of  business  until  1837,  when  he  went  to  Bos- 
ton for  one  year.    Returning  to  Westboro,  he  re- 
mained there  until  October,  1841,  wdien  he  moved 
to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  that 
city  ever  since.     In  1842  he  established  the  ex- 
press business  in  tlartford,  conniiencing  as  a  mes- 
senger, carrying  packages  by  hand  to  the  various 
residences,  then  purchasing  a  wagon,  and  conduct- 
ing the  business  up  to  1854  under  the  name  of  Phil- 
lips &  Co.    In  that  year  he  united  his  business  with 
I  several  other  (then  existing)  companies,  under  the 
I  name  of  the  Adams  Express  Co.,  in  which  concern 
1  he  became  a  director,  and  of  which  he  was  the  agent 
1  in  Hartford  up  to  1870.    In  addition  to  all  this, -our 
I  subject  was  identified  with  the  manufacture  of  pig. 
iron  in  Alaban^a,  which  has  for  many  years  been  con- 
ducted in  the  town  of  Shelby. 

A  Republican  in  politics  for  over  a  half  century, 
Mr.  Phillips  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  first  Re- 
publican mass  meeting  held   in   Connecticut,  and 
which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  that  party  in  the 
I  State.    He  was  a  member  of  the  celebrated  Harri- 
son Club.    In  1854  he  represented  Hartford  in  the 
i  General  Assembly,  the  ^Assembly  then  meeting  in 
!  X'ew  Haven.    In  1859  he  served  the  city  on  the 
1  board  of  aldermen ;  was  on  the  water  board  for  sev- 
I  eral  years ;  and  was  one  of  the  building  committee 
that  had  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  Charter  Oak 
Fire  Insurance  Co.'s  handsome  building. 

Mr.  Phillips  has  bt^en  either  a  director  or  a  trus- 
tee of  each  of  the  following  companies  and  asso- 
ciations: Hartford  Savings  Bank  &  Building  Asso- 
ciation; City  Fire  Insurance  Co.;  Charter  Oak  Life 
Insurance  Co. ;  Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  & 
Insurance  Co. ;  Orient  Fire  Insurance  Co. ;  Ameri- 
can X'ational  Bank;  ^Mechanics  Savings  Bank:  Xa- 
tional  Screw  Co. ;  \\'eed  Sewing  Machine  Co. ; 
Willimantic  Linen  Co. ;  Theological  Institute  of  Con- 
necticut ;  Flartford  Female  Seminary ;  Hartford 
Branch  of  the  American  Tract  Society ;  and  Cedar 
Hill  Cemetery. 

On  April  6,  1S36,  ]Mr.  Phillips  married  Mary  M. 
Forbush,  of  W^estboro,  Mass.,  born  Feb.  10,  1812, 
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aiu!  five  cliildrcn  wore  horn  to  tlicm.  Uioir  names  aiul 
dales  hirlli.  etc.,  beiii^;-  as  follow  Mary  Helen, 
1S38,  Jieil  in  1^43:  l^^Hiiel  Anstin.  1840,  died  in. 
iSoi  ;  llenrv  Cnrtis.  1843,  '^''•-'^1  i^"^'"^-  :  Alice  Maria. 
1S48.  died  in  18O5;  ami  Charles  W  illie,  185J.  (lied 
in  1870.  The  mother  of  these  departed  this  life 
l-"el).  -H).  1896.  I'or  many  years  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  members  of  Dr.  JJushneirs  (and,  later, 
Dr.  Lamson's)  Chur-ch  (the  Center  Congregational 
Chnrch^,  ever  taking  an  active  part  in  church  mat- 
ters. In  1S70  Mr.  Phillips  built  his  present  elegant 
residence,  Xo.  i  Farmington  avenue,  which  is  one 
of  the  fmest  homes  in  that  part  01  the  city.  Me  well 
remembers  Hartford  wlien  it  included  \\'est  Hart- 
ford, and  when  the  population  was  only  11,000, 
while  to-day  th.ere  are  about  So.ooo  inhabitants. 
'Ihere  is  no  one  now  left  in  the  city  who  was  doing 
business  when  Mr.  I'hillips  hrst  entered  the  place, 
sixty  years  ago,  and  he  stands  like  a  stalwart  oak 
whose  neighbors  have  long  since  succumljed  to  the 
passing  storm.  After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Phillips 
Rev.  Lewis  W.  Hicks,  son  of  Mr.  Phillips'  only  sis- 
ter, came  from  his  pastorate  in  Wellesley,  Mass.,  to 
care  for  his  uncle  in  his  declining  years.  !Mr.  Hicks 
is  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  class  of  1870,  and  of 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  is  one  of  the  editors 
of  the  ""Hartford  Seminary  Record,"  and  also  a  trus- 
tee of  the  Seminary. 

JOSEPH  HEXRY  DES.MARAIS,  M.  D.,  of 
Xo.  58  Prospect  street,  Bristol,  was  born  in  Mont- 
real, Canada,  Xov.  10,  1864.  His  father,  Henry 
Desmarais,  also  a  native  of  Canada,  was  born  in 
1817,  son  of  a  Canadian  machinist,  and  was  him- 
self a  machinist.  Henry  Desmarais  married  ]Miss 
Lrsule  Mace,  who  bore  him  three  children:  Philo- 
mene,  now  married  and  living  in  ^Montreal :  Peter, 
in  the  drug  business  in  Holyoke.  ]\iass. ;  and  Dr. 
Joseph  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father 
of  these  children  died  in  1895,  in  Canada,  and  the 
mother  died  in  Vv'agantuck,  Conn.,  Sept.  24,  1900. 

Joseph  H.  Desmarais,  now  a  rapidly  rising  young 
physician,  attended  the  common  schools  of  IMont- 
real  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then  entered 
Chambley  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1883.  He  next  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  G.  Jannotte,  a  well-known  phy- 
sician of  Montreal,  studied  assiduously  until  Oc- 
tober, 1884,  and  then  entered  the  L'niversity  of 
\'ictoria,  in  the  same  city,  from  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  which  he  was  graduated  in  1888.  He  then 
went  to  Xew  York  Citv,  studied  one  year  in  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College,  receiving  his  diploma, 
and  in  1890  went  to  \\'est  Warren,  r^Iass.,  where 
he  practiced  a  year.  He  then  took  a  post-graduate 
course  of  one  year,  and  for  eighteen  months  follow- 
ing had  a  very  fair  practice  in  Palmer,  Mass.  He 
was  recalled  to  Xew  York  as  an  assistant  in  Dr. 
A.  C.  Carpenter's  Sanitarium  for  diseases  of 
women,  and  held  theposition  until  December,  1898, in 
the  meantime  taking  several  private  post-graduate 
20 


courses  in  the  Xew  York  Post  Graduate  Medical 
School.  Thence  he  came  to  Bristol,  where  his 
ability  anil  experience  have  gaincil  him  a  lucrative 
practice  that  will  be  likely  to  hold  him  here  the  re- 
mainder of  his.  }  ears. 

Dr.  Desmarais  first  married  Miss  Julia  Lillie 
r.urney,  a  native  of  Indian  C^rcliard,  Mass..  who 
bore  him  one  child,  Arthur  Henry,  who  still  lives 
I  with  his  father.    The  Doctor's  second  marriage  took 
I  place  Jan.  i,  1899,  '^o  Miss  Louisa  Henrietta  Stein, 
I  of  Winona,  ^Minnesota. 

Although  the  Doctor  was  naturalized  in  X*e\v 
York,  he  has  .not  yet  affiliateed  with  anv  political 
party.  His  constantly  growing  practice  distracts  his 
attention  from  politics,  and  medicine  is  the  absorb- 
ing topic  of  his  thoughts.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife 
stand  very  high  socially.  Professionally  Dr.  Des- 
marais has  brought  himself  to  the  front  through 
his  individual  merits  and  abilities,  and  has  never 
depended  upon  extraneous  assistance  in  making  his 
progress  through  the  world,  and  such  as  he  are  the 
men  to  be  depended  on  under  all  circumstances. 

IMORGAX'.  The  name  of  ^lorgan  has  been  a 
synonym  for  confidence  in  business  circles  and  in 
the  finances  of  the  world  for  tipward  of  half  a 
century,  and  members  of  the  family,  who  were 
given  that  confidence  and  achieved  so  great  a  stand- 
ing in  both  this  and  the  Od  World,  sprang  from 
Xew  England  stock,  were  born  or  had  their  bq\"- 
hood  and  earlv  business  home  in  Hartford,  the  capi- 
tal of  the  Commonwealth,  where  now  repose  the  dust 
of  some  of  them,  among  them  that  of  Junius  Spen- 
cer Morgan,  the  famous  London  banker. 

In  LMarch,  1C36,  James  ^Morgan  and  two  younger 
brothers,  John  and  .Miles,  sailed  from  Bristol,  Eng- 
land, and  arrived  in  Boston,  Alass.,  in  April  fol- 
lowing. James  ^Morgan,  who  was  born  in  Wales 
in  1607,  first  settled  in  Roxbury,  IMass.  Hi?  father, 
so  says  tradition,  was  William  of  Llandafi:,  Gla- 
morganshire, Wales.  The  family  appear  to  have 
removed  from  Llandafi:  to  Bristol,  England,  prob- 
ably a  few  years  prior  to  1636.  John  IMorgan  set- 
tled in  \'irginia,  so  says  tradition,  and  ^liles,  born 
in  161 5,  on  his  arrival  at  Boston,  or  soon  after, 
joined  a  party  of  emigrants,  mostly  from  Roxbury, 
of  whom  Col.  William  Pyncheon  was  at  the  h.ead, 
and  founded  the  settlement  of  Spring-field,  IMassa- 
chusetts. 

(I)  James  ^^lorgan  was  born  in  Wales  in  1607, 
and  diecl  in  1685.  He  was  distinguished  in  pub- 
lic enterprises,  and  nine  times  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Colonial  Assembly.  In  1640  he  married  IMar- 
gery  Hill,  of  Roxbury,  IMass.  His  children,  all 
except  the  youngest  probably  born  in  Roxbury, 
were :  Hamar,  James,  John,  Joseph,  Abraham,  and 
a  daughter  that  died  unnamed. 

(Ilj  Capt.  John  r^Iorgan,  .son  of  James,  born  in 
1645,  married  (first)  in  1665  Rachel  Dymond, 
daughter  of  John,  and  (second)  Widow  Elizabeth 
Williams,  daughter  of  Lieut. -Gov.  William  Jones, 
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of  New  Haven,  and  a  granddanj^hter  of  Thcopliilus 
Eaton.  Capt.  Jv^lin  Moryaii  died  in  Pre^ton  in 
171-'.  He  was  a  proniiiu  ni  pulilic  man,  was  hulian 
C  oniniissionor  and  advi.ser,  dcpnty  to  the  General 
C'onrt  in  i(>')0  from  New  London,  and  in  1093-04 
from  I'reston.  Tlie  eliiliircn  by  Racliel  were:  John, 
Sanuiel.  Isaac.  Hannah.  Mercy,  Sarah  and  James. 
'Ihe  ciiildrcn  by  Elizabeth  were:  Elizabeth,  Will- 
iam. Racncl,  Andrew,  Margery,  Joseph,  Theophilus 
and  Mary. 

(HI  )  William  Morgan,  son  of  Capt.  John,  born  in 
i(.xj3,  married,  in  1710,  Mary  Avery,  daughter  of 
Capt.  James  Avery,  Jr.,  of  Groion  ;  \\'illiam  died  in 
1729.  and  his  wife  Alary  died  in  17S0.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  r^Iary,  Elizabeth,  Margaret,  William, 
Deborah  and  Prudence. 

(R')  Capt.  William  Morgan,  son  of  William, 
born  in  i7Jo'  niarried  in  1744  Temperance  Avery, 
daughter  of  Col.  Christopher  Avery,  and  great- 
granddaughter  of  Capt.  James  Avery  (I),  of  Groton, 
and  died  there  in  1777  ;  Temperance,  his  wife,  died  in 
iSoi.  Their  children  were:  William,  Christopher, 
Temperance,  William  Avery,  Israel,  Alary,  Simeon, 
Prudence,  Rebecca  and  Jacob. 

(V)  Capt.  William  Avery  Alorgan,  son  of  Capt. 
William,  and  the  father  of  Nathaniel  H.  Alorgan, 
was  a  sergeant  in  the  Colonial  army  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill.  He  was  born  in  1754,  and  married  (first)  in 
1776  Lydia  Smith,  daughter  of  Samuel  Smith,  of 
Groton.  She  died  in  1S04,  and  he  married  (second) 
in  1S04  Sarah  Harris,  daughter  of  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Harris,  of  Colchester.  Capt.  Alorgan  settled  in 
Groton,  where  eleven  of  his  children  were  born, 
then  in  1796  moved  to  Colchester  (now  Salem), 
and,  again,  to  Lebanon,  in  1814,  and  died  there  in 
1842.  Sarah,  his  widow,  a  woman  of  rare  mental 
endowments,  died  in  Hartford  in  1855.  There  were 
born  to  Capt.  Alorgan  seventeen  children — thirteen 
to  the  first  and  four  to  the  second  marriage — all  of 
whom  except  two  lived  to  mature  age  and  became 
heads  of  families.  The  children  by  Lydia  were : 
William,  Griswold,  Avery,  Jasper,  Lydia,  Nathan, 
Betsey,  Denison,  Nancy,  Phcebe.  Lucy  Rebecca  and 
Charlotte ;  those  by  Sarah  were :  Nathaniel  Harris, 
Sarah  AL,  Griswold  and  Harriet. 

From  the  preceding  sketches  of  a  number  of  the 
Hartford  and  New  England  Alorgans,  with  the 
genealogy  of  the  family,  it  will  be  seen  tliat  the 
jMorgans  from  the  verv  beginning  of  the  settlement 
of  New  England  took  an  active  and  leading  part  in 
business  and  public  aitairs.  and  from  generation  to 
generation  have  maintained  those  positions. 

Nathaniel  Harris  Alorgan  was  born  June  8,  1805, 
in  Salem,  Comi.,  and  at  the  age  of  eight  years  went 
with  his  parents  to  Lebanon.  In  later  youth  he 
became  a  sailor ;  was  commander  of  a  vessel  at 
twenty-one,  and  for  some  years  thereafter  was  in 
the  West  India  trade ;  later  on  for  soine  years  he 
was  engaged  in  merchandising.  In  1830  he  lo- 
cated in  Hartford,  and  for  many  years  was  in  the 


I  public  service  of  the  city,  serving  in  several  {X)sitions 
j  of  trust  and  honor,  among  them  those  of  alderman, 
I  -city  sherili',  judge  of  city  court,  fir^t  selectman, 
j  school  superintendeni,  city  warden,  twelve  years. 
;  On  the  organization  nf  che  I'h'enix  Insurance  Co. 
j  Mr.  Morgan  was  ciiosen  the  lirst  president.  He 
j  served  as  State  commissioner  on  lax  laws  and  taxa- 
j  lion;  was  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
I  Hartford  Home.  He  was  a  man  of  ability,  and  most 
I  ably  and  satiblactoriiy  performed  the  iluties  of  the 
j  numerous  positions  placed  in  his  keeping.  In  his 
I  earlier  years  he  contributed  largely  to  the  columns 
:  of  the  "New  England  Review,"  when  the  journal 
I  was  edited  by  George  D.  Prentice  and,  later,  by  the 
i  poet  John  G.  Whittier.  Air.  Alorgan  was  possessed 
j  of  a  philosophical  turn  of  mind,  was  tluent  in  con- 
I  versation,  well  versed  in  passing  events  and  tiie  lit- 
j  erature  of  the  past.  He  was  the  author  of  the 
I  genealogy  of  the  Alorgan  family  published  in  1869, 
I  also  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Harris  family,  m 
I  187S,  besides  a  history  of  the  town  of  Lebanon,  and 
I  as  a  citizen  he  was  highlv  esteemed.  He  died  July 
1  12,  1881. 

j  On  Alay  4,  1830,  Air.  Alorgan  was  married  to 
I  Harriet  E.  Saxton.  born  Nov.  19,  1807,  a  daughter 
i  of  Nathaniel  and  Fanny  (Chamberlin  )  Saxton,  of 
j  Lebanon,  Conn.  To  this  marriage  were  born  chil- 
j  dren  as  follows :  Nathaniel  Saxton,  referred  to  far- 
j  ther  on;  Flarriet  E.,  who  died  April  28,  1863;  and 
j  Alary  H.,  who  married  Dr.  S.  B.  St.  John,  of  Hart- 
j  ford,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows, 
j  Nathaniel  Saxton  Alorgan,  son  of  Nathaniel 
Harris  Alorgan,  was  born  Feb.  15,  1833,  in  Hart- 
j  ford.  Conn.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began 
I  life  as  a  sailor,  and  during  the  Civil  war  he  served 
j  in  the  United  States  navy,  making  an  admirable 
I  record.  He  was  Executive  officer  and,  after- 
wards. Commander  of  the  U.  S.  ship  "Relief,"  Ex- 
ecutive Officer  of  the  U.  S.  steamship  '"Tacony"  at 
I  the  bombardment  and  recapture  of  Plymouth,  N. 
I  C,  Oct.  31,  1864,  and  also  at  the  famous  bom- 
I  bardment  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  Dec.  24-25, 
1864,  and  Jan.  13-14-15,  1865.  Subsequently  he  was 
I  commander  of  the  U.  S.  steamship  "'Ascutney." 
:  He  died  in  April,  1893.  On  July  25,  1858,  he  mar- 
I  ried  Emma  E.  Kellogg,  daughter  of  Capt.  Will- 
!  iam  Kellogg,  of  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  their 
children  were  as  follows :  William  H.,  died  July 
:  23,  1879;  Nathaniel  K. ;  and  Chencey  H.,  died 
i  Alarch  2,  1864. 

I  Samuel  Bexedict  St.  John,  AI.  D.,  Hartford, 
•  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  July  24,  1S45,  i"  Hudson, 
I  Summit  county,  of  historic  Revolutionary  stock. 
'  His  mother's  grandfather,  Brig.-Gen.  Joseph  Pearse 
I  Palmer,  was  one  of  the  "Indians"  that  held  the 
famous  "Boston  tea  party,"  and  was  a  son  of  Alaj.- 
I  Gen.  Joseph  Palmer.  His  father's  grandfather  was 
j  also  an  officer  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  at  one 
I  time  imprisoned  on  the  British  ships  at  Brooklyn. 
[  Samuel  St.  John,  father  of  Samuel  B.,  was  prom- 
!  inently  identified  with  early  collegiate  education 
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in  the  Western  Reserve,  where  he  was  a  professor, 
also  in  the  Clevelanil  Aledica!  College,  and  in  the 
C'olKge  ut  l'h\>ieian>  and  Snrgeons,  .\e\v  York. 
He  married  Amelia  I'alnier  (."ranch  Cnrtis,  and  had 
children  a?-  follows:  Walter,  l-lliza,  Sanuiel  and 
George.  The  father  of  these  died  m  iSjO,  the 
mother  in  1856. 

Dr.  Sanniel  Benedict  St.  John  received  his  earlier 
cdncalii>n  in  part  at  the  pnhlic  schools  of  Cleveland, 
Uhio.  and  Xew  Canaan,  Conn. ;  then  attended  Yale 
College,  where  he  w  as  gradnated  in  the  class  of  "66, 
iind  after  a  conrse  at  t!ie  Cohnnhia  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  -\c\v  \urk,  in  1870,  gradu- 
.ated  with  the  degree  of  .M.  D.  He  had  considerable 
experience  as  an  interne  in  various  Xew  \ork  hos- 
jiilals.  and  subseciuently,  from  187J  to  1874,  took 
a  course  at  cacli  of  the  following  institutions  in 
Kurojie:  the  University  of  Berlin,  the  University 
of  X'iv-nna,  and  the  eye  hospitals  of  I'aris  and  Lon- 
don, in  order  to  ht  himself  thoroughly  for  his  profes- 
>ion.  The  early  positions  he  held,  durmg  his  period 
of  study,  are  a  fair  indication  of  his  ability  :  He  was 
liousc  surgeon  in  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hos- 
pital. Xew  York,  in  1S69;  house  surgeon  at  Bellevue 
-Medical  Hospital,  in  1S70;  and  assistant  demon- 
strator of  Anatomy  and  instructor  of  Chemistry  at 
ihe  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  X'ew  Y'ork, 
in  1871. 

Dr.  St.  John's  official  positions  have  been  many : 
From  1 883  to  18SS  he  was  secretary  of  the  Connec- 
ticut State  Medical  Society;  since  1S8S  he  has  been 
secretary  of  the  American  Ophthalmological  So- 
ciety;  since  1896  Ophthalmic  and  Aural  surgeon  to 
the  Hartford  Hospital;  and  since  1897  consulting 
surgeon  to  St.  Francis  Hospital. 

Dr.  St.  John  is  a  member  of  the  following:  Con- 
necticut State  Medical  Society,  Hartford  County 
^Medical  Society,  Hartford  ?kledical  Society,  X'ew 
York  Ophthalmological  Society.  Xew  England 
C)phthalmological  Society,  Xew  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  American  Ophthalmological  Society, 
American  Otological  Society,  and  of  the  Colonial 
Club  of  Hartford,  and  County  Club  of  Farming- 
ton.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Hartford  Public  Library,  also  for  fifteen  years 
a  director  of  its  predecessor,  the  Subscription  Li- 
brary, and  was  the  first  president  of  the  present 
library. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  by  the  above  named 
connections  with  his  profession,  and  with  the  social 
and  other  life  of  Hartford  and  Connecticut,  gener- 
ally, the  Doctor's  activity  has  been,  and  is,  honorable 
and  highly  appreciated. 

In  1S82  Dr.  Samuel  B.  St.  John  married  Mary 
Harris  Morgan,  as  above  related.  They  have  two 
daughters:  Elsa  Morgan  and  Helen  Curtis. 

EDWARD  PRIXDLE  WOODWARD,  D., 
■one  of  the  oldest  and  most  experiencid  practicing- 
phvsicians  of  Bristol,  was  born  in  Litchfield.  Conn.. 
Tel).  5,  1837,  and  comes  from  a  family  of  medical 


!  professional  men.  His  grandfather.  Reuben  Shcr- 
I  man  Woodward,  was  a  physician,  and  practiced 
'•  principally  in  W'atertown,  Litchtield  county ;  he 
j  stood  six  feet  two  inches  in  height,  was  of  a  modest, 
'  retiring  disposition,  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  and 
j  of  great  skill  in  practice.  His  death  took  place  when 
I  Dr.  Edward  P.  Woodward  was  nine  years  old. 

Dr.  Asa  Curtis  Woodward,  father  of  Dr.  Ed- 
ward P.  Woodward,  was  born  in  W'atertown  June 
'<  20,  1S12,  and  married  Miss  Amanda  Warner,  who 
I  was  born  June  14,  1812,  in  Plymouth,  Conn.,  daugh- 
I  ter  of  Eliel  Warner,  a  farmer,  and  died  Dec.  29, 
j  1S89.    Dr.  Asa  C.  Woodward  was  an  active  and 
ardent  Jeft'ersonian  Democrat,  but  never  seemed  to- 
j  be  ambitious  for  the  holding  of  otifice,  working  for 
!  the  success  of  his  party  for  principle's  sake  only. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  successful  physicians  of  his 
day,  and  died,  a  greatly  respected  citizen,  May  30, 
1882,  his  remains  now  lying  at  rest  in  Bethany. 
To  his  marriage  with  Amanda  Warner  were  born 
five  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  living,  as  fol- 
lows :  George  W.,  a  farmer  residing  on  the  old 
homestead   in    Bethany,    who   married  Margaret 
Sperry,  and  has  one  daughter,  Lydia  A. ;  Dr.  Ed- 
ward P. ;  Rosette  Amanda,  who  made  it  her  life 
work  to  care  for  her  mother ;  and  Kate  Emeline, 
who  married  Frederick  H.  Brown,  senior  partner 
of  the  wholesale  and  retail  firm  of  Brown  &  Dur- 
ham, of  Xew  Haven. 

Dr.  Edward  P.  Woodward  began  his  attendance 
at  school  at  a  verv  early  age,  as  he  was  a  pupil  in 
the  Litchfield  common  schools  at  the  time  his  parents 
removed  to  Bethany,  when  he  was  but  seven  years 
of  age.  After  a  due  preparatory  course  of  study 
imder  that  competent  and  prominent  physician,  his 
!  own  father,  he  entered  the  Boston  University  of 
Aledicine,  and  later  Y'ale  ^iledical  College,  graduat- 
ing from  the  latter  in  January,  i860.  For  the  two 
years  following  he  practiced  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  and 
established  an  excellent  reputation  for  so  young  a 
practitioner ;  but  he  found  that  field  too  limited  for 
i  his  purpose  and  removed  to  Bethany,  where  his 
:  skill  was  speedily  recognized,  and  a  list  of  patients 
secured  that  clung  to  him  until  April  r,  1868,  w^hen 
he  came  to  Bristol;  here  he  now  stands  as  the  recog- 
nized head  of  the  profession. 

Dr.  Woodward  has  been  four  times  married. 
His  first  bride  was  Dolly  Eliza  Sperry,  of  Bethany, 
who  died  July  4,  1864.  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Belle  Eliza,  who  was  married  to  William  T.  San- 
i  ford,  of  Waterbury,  and  bore  him  one  child,  Grace 
Woodward,  Sept.  30,  1889;  and  Hattie  Rose,  who  is 
a  teacher  in  the  public  school  of  Hartford.  The  sec- 
ond marriage  of  the  Doctor  was  to  }\Iiss  Antoinette 
Bassett,  who  died  six  weeks  after  the  wedding. 
The  Doctor  later  married  Miss  Mary  Ann  Atwood, 
daughter  of  Burr  B.  Atwood,  of  Woodbury,  and  to 
this  union  was  born  one  child,  Edna  May,  who  was 
married  Aug.  15.  1900,  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Bissell  Rob- 
bins,  born  in  Natal.  South  .Africa,  Feb.  8,  1870.  The 
fourth  marriage  of  the  Doctor  was  to  Mrs.  Henriette 
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Frances  (^Clarke)  Ellis,  widow  of  William  H.  Ellis, 
of  Mi(J(.llcbur\ .  X  crnioiu. 

In  jiolitics  Dr.  Woodward  is  a  Democrat,  and 
on  the  adoption  of  the  charter  of  liristol  borough 
was  elected  the  first  wanlen,  and  was  re-elected  the 
following  sirring,  a  singular  instance  of  personal 
popularity,  as  he  waj  from  the  beginning  an  out- 
spoken opponent  of  the  ailoption  of  the  charter. 
In  his  fraternal  relations  the  Doctor  is  a  member 
of  Pluenix  Lodge,  \o.  50,  I.  O.  U.  F.,  of  New 
Ijritain :  also  of  Franklin  Lodge,  Xo.  50,  Knights 
Templar.  F.  &  A.  ^L,  of  r>ristol;  lUue  Lodge;  and 
^\'a^l'.ir.g■ton  Commanilcr_\ ,  Xo.  1,  of  Hartford.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  a  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church. 

Dr.  Woodward  is  a  man  of  strong  convictions, 
and  is  outspoken  in  his  opinions,  but  never  engen- 
ders bitterness,  as  he  is  att'able  and  polite,  arguing 
for  the  sake  of  truth  only,  and  not  for  the  sake  of 
having  his  own  way,  let  him  think  himself  ever  so 
near  the  right,  and  the  worUI  would  be  much  better 
■"otlf  if  other  disputants  would  follow  his  example 
in  this  respect. 

ELWOOD  S.  ELA,  founder  and  publisher  of 
The  Manchester  Herald,  was  born  in  Decatur,  111., 
lulv  2,  1859.  He  is  of  Xew  England  stock,  his 
father,  a  native  of  Maine,  having  gone  to  what  was 
then  the  far  West  as  a  Methodist  circuit  rider. 

Soon  after  our  subject's  birth  his  mother  died, 
and  with  his  father  he  returned  to  Xew  England. 
He  was  educated  at  Williraham  Acadeni}-  and  Wes- 
le\-an  L'niversity.  Before  leaving  college  he  began 
newspaper  work,  and  after  servhig  an  apprentice- 
ship on  daily  papers  for  about  two  years,  established 
Tlic  Manchester  Herald  in  December,  1881.  He 
has  remained  at  its  head  continuously  until  the  pres- 
ent time.  In  October,  1893,  the  paper  was  made  a 
semi-weekly. 

Mr.  Ela  was  married  Dec.  21,  1882,  to  Jennie 
Chapman,  daughter  of  Maro  S.  Chapman,  of  Man- 
chester. They  have  two  daughters.  Mr.  Ela  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Editorial  Asso- 
ciation from  its  organization,  has  served  as  its  presi- 
dent, and  for  several  years  has  been  its  secretary 
and  treasurer.  He  is  a  member  of  the  ^^lasons  and 
Odd  Fellows. 

JOHN  H.  CHAMBERLIX.  The  Chambcrlin 
familv  originated  in  Scotland,  but  the  branch  to 
which  belongs  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  well- 
known  business  man  of  Hartford,  has  been  identified 
with  Connecticut  from  poineer  times.  Reuben 
Chambcrlin,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Woodstock,  and  it  is  believed  that  his  father  came 
from  Scotland.  By  occupation  Reuben  Charnber- 
lin  was  a  cooper,  and  he  lived  in  a  house  in  an  open 
lot  near  the  present  intersection  of  Buckingham  and 
John  streets,  Hartford. 

The  late  Xelsox  H.  CuAMnicRLix,  our  subject's 
father,  was  born  Aug.  27,  18 13,  In  the  house  men- 


1  tioned.  and  at  that  time  there  were  no  streets  laid  one 
I  in  the  vicinit  \ .  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  work- 
ing for  a  Mr.  I'.Iiss.  who  owned  a  tannery  standing 
where  Elm  street  now  passes  through  Bushnell 
Park.  One  of  the  largest  elm  trees  in  the  park  was 
formerly  in  the  back  yard  of  the  tamiery.  Being 
unusually  strong  i^hysicalh'  the  young  employe  took 
an  active  part  in  all  the  work  of  the  place,  and  al- 
:  though  much  of  hi^  time  was  spent  in  driving  a  team 
j  he  also  served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to  the  taii- 
!  ner's  trade.  He  fre([uently  drove  to  Granby  with  a 
four-horse  team,  and  remained  for  several  days, 
gathering  tan  bark  from  the  farmers  to  bring  to  the 
tannery,  and  he  also  drove  to  Xew  York  after  loads 
of  hides.  After  he  closed  his  engagement  with  Mr. 
Bliss  he  worked  for  the  firm  of  Talcott  &  Skin- 
ner, but  they  failed,  leaving  him  a  horse  valued  at 
SSo.  yiv.  Lee,  of  the  firm" of  Lee  &  Butler,  asked 
him  what  he  was  going  to  do  with  the  animal,  aitd 
suggested  that  he  might  do  the  teaming  for  the  firm 
and  such  other  teaming  as  he  could  find.  This  gave 
r\Ir.  Chamberlin  an  idea,  and  he  began  the  teamirg" 
business  on  his  own  accoimt,  continuing  to  do  the 
work  for  the  firm  of  which  ^[r.  Lee.  was  the  head 
(now  T.  Sisson  &  Co.)  until  his  death.  !Mr.  Cham- 
berlin also  carried  on  an  express  business  and  gen- 
eral trucking  on  the  Xew  Haven  turnpike,  between 
Hartford  and  Xew  Haven,  and  l:e  is  said  to  have 
brought  the  first  load  of  lumber  that  ever  came  i<> 
Hartford  from  X'ew  York.  Fie  brought  the  glass 
for  the  house  where  ^Ir.  Butler  lived,  opposite  the- 
Linden,  and  among  the  amusing  stories  which  he  de- 
liglited  in  telling  was  an  account  of  his  tipping  over 
with,  a  load  of  axes,  weighing  about  200  pounds  to 
the  case,  which  he  had  to  reload.  His  business  en- 
larged as  the  city  grew,  keeping  six  horses  busy,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  it  was  the  oldest  teaming 
business  in  the  city.  ^^'hiIe  his  business  ability  was 
of  a  high  order,  ]\Ir.  Chamberlin  made  his  success 
in  life  without  a  shadow  of  dishonesty,  and  through- 
out the  community  he  was  respected  and  honored 
for  his  sterling  qualities  of  character.  Of  him  it 
was  said  by  one  who  kneu'  him  intimatelv  many 
years :  "I  would  take  the  word  of  X'elson  H.  Cham- 
berlin as  quickly  as  I  would  the  word  of  any  man 
in  the  city  of  Hartford." 

Prior  to  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Chamberlin  was  a 
Democrat,  and  later  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  the  struggle  for  official  place  never  tempt- 
ed him  to  leave  his  business  interests.  He  was  a  reg- 
I  ular  attendant  of  the  South  Baptist  Church,  and  was 
prominent  in  musical  circles,  having  played  in  local 
bands  for  fortv  years.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  old  Hartford  Band,  under  the  direction  of  a 
leader  named  Hamilton,  playing  the  trumpet.  Fie 
afterward  played  in  Colt's  Band,  of  which  he  was 
an  honorary  member  at  his  death.  He  was  a  bass 
drummer  for  the  Putnam  Phalanx  when  it  made  its 
first  parade.  Mr.  Chamberlin  died  Oct.  6.  iS9(;,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

X.  H.  Chamberlin  married  (first)  Miss  Eliza- 
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bcih  Kiiux,  who  dicil  in  iSoi.  aiul  liis  scoond  wife 
fornicrlv  Miss  Sarah  Terry,  survives  liiiii.  I'y  liis 
tirst  nuirriaije  lie  had  nine  oliildren:  Cliarles  IC. ; 
Henry  A.:  .Mary,  deeeaseil  ;  VKnrietia  (Mrs.  Sted- 
nian,  of  Chicago):  h'-Ihi  (Mrs.  J.  1.  Kin^  )  :  Jose- 
])hine  t^.Mrs.  Donley):  (./icori^iana.  widow  of  Hor- 
ace Larkuin:  Lilian  A.  (  .Mrs.  \\'orthinu;ion  )  :  and 
Xfllie  (Mrs.  Geori^c  J\oot).  lly  the  second  mar- 
riage there  were  three  chiKlren  :  John  ;  Lottie,  wife  of 
\\'illiani  G.  Butler:  and  Grace,  now  the  wife  of 
Frank  W.  Barnard.  Mr.  Chanilierlin  had  a  number 
of  grandchildren.  Of  his  brothers  one  survives,  Al- 
vin  \\".  Chanibcrlin.  of  Hartford;  and  two  of  the 
sisters  are  still  living,  Mrs.  Sarah  Clark  itwl  Mr?. 
Harriet  Cross.  Three  sisters  have  died:  Mrs.  Lock- 
Avood,  wife  of  the  late  James  Lockwood,  of  the  Case, 
Lcckwood,  l>rainard  Co.:  Mrs.  I'uffer:  and  3.1rs. 
Elizabeth  Tatro. 

John  H.  Chamberlin  was  born  Dec.  24,  1S64, 
in  Hartford,  and  was  educated  in  the  old  South 
School.  W  hen  abut  sixteen  years  old  he  began  to 
learn  the  bookbinder's  trade,  but  as  close  confinement 
disagreed  with  him  his  father  took  him  into  his  busi- 
ness. As  a  business  man  he  has  gained  an  excellent 
reputation  for  ability,  and  in  social  life  he  is  de- 
servedly popular.  He  is  a  member  of  Lafayette 
Lodge,  Xo.  100,  A.  F.  &  .-\.  M. :  Pythagoras  Chap- 
ter, Xo.  17,  R.  A.  ]NL :  Wolcott  Council  Xo.  i  ; 
^^'ashington  Commandery  Xo.  i.  Knights  Templar: 
and  also  of  Sphinx  Temple,  ^Mystic  Shrine,  and  has 
taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  work  of  the  order.  His 
fondness  for  reading  enables  him  to  keep  well  in- 
formed on  the  topics  of  the  day,  and  in  politics  he 
approves  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party, 
although  he  votes  independently  on  local  issues. 

WARREX  ROWLEY,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly  respected  residents  of  Hartford,  and  for 
the  past  twelve  years  or  so  living  retired,  is  a  native 
of  Xew  York  State,  born  Feb.  6,  1818,  in  Smithville, 
Chenango  coimty,  and  is  a  descendant  of  Thomas 
Rowley,  the  original  immigrant  ancestor. 

Job  Rowley  (2),  his  father,  was  born  in  Blooin- 
field.  Hartford  Co..  Conn.,  in  1787,  a  son  of  Job 
Rowley  (I),  aso  a  native  of  Bloomfield,  a  farmer 
ty  occupation,  who  died  in  1821.  Job  (2)  received 
his  education  in  Bloomfield.  and  became  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner  by  trade,  which  he  made  his  life  work. 
In  Enfield,  Conn.,  he  married  Ruth  Hale,  then  re- 
moved to  Smithville,  X'.  Y.,  but  on  account  of  ill- 
health  returned  to  Bloomfield,  and  in  1821  settled 
finally  in  Hartford,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his 
days,  dying  in  1857;  his  wife  died  at  the  patriarchal 
age  of  ninety-three  years.  Five  children  were  born 
to  them  :  Warren,  our  subject :  Mary  Ann,  Chauncey 
Hale,  and  Clarissa,  all  three  deceased  :  and  ]Mary 
Ann,  wife  of  Aaron  Parsons,  of  Plainville,  Con- 
necticut. 

Warren  Rowley,  whose  name  introduces  these 
lines,  was  a  three-year-old  boy  when  his  parents 
took  up  their  residence  in  tiartford,  and  there  he  re- 


ceived his  education.  When  old  enough  he  com- 
menced clerking  in  the  grocery  store  of  J.  G.  Eggles- 
ton,  and  after  seven  vears  was  admitted  into  part- 
nership with  him.  which  continued  six  }ears.  He 
then  for  seven  years  engaged  in  the  grocery  Inisi- 
ness,  at  the  c  irner  of  Main  and  Trumbull  street^-, 
j  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  out  and  for  a  brief 
period  was  retired  from  business.  In  1856  he  was 
appointed  town  agent  under  the  Maine  law,  and 
in  1S76  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  Spring 
Grove  cemetery,  a  position  he  held  for  some  eleven 
years,  hor  the  past  twelve  years  he  has  lived  a  re- 
tired life  at  .his  home.  Xo.  41  Windsor  avenue,  which 
he  had  bought  in  the  spring  of  1850. 

This  house  is  one  of  the  oldest  ni  that  part  of  tlie 
city,  antl  there  is  an  affectionate  inscription,  written 
evidently  with  a  diamond,  on  a  pane  of  glass  that 
was  in  one  of  the  attic  windows  for  more  tlian  a 
century,  showing  that  the  old  edifice,  in  the  years 
prior  to  the  Revolution,  was  the  scene  of  more  than 
one  happy  memory.  This  tell-tale  inscription  was 
cut  in  1773,  and  reads  as  follows:  "Anne  Bunce. 
Since  I  must  go,  'tis  my  lot.  Pray  let  me  not  regret. 
The  pleasures  of  Hartford  I  do  reluctantly  resign, 
since  I  must  leave  my  dear  Anne  behind:  1773." 
On  another  pane  of  glass,  in  the  same  attic,  was  the 
name  of  "Anne  Bunce,"  cur  also  with  a  diamond, 
by  that  lady,  in  1792.  The  old  attic  windows  were 
blown  in  a  few  years  ago  by  a  tornado,  breaking 
these  two  precious  panes  into  fragments,  which  were 
preserved,  however,  and  restored  as  complete  as  pos- 
sible bv  Edward  W.  Rowley,  son  of  Warren  Rowley. 
There  is  an  old  legend  that  ^^"ashington  once  dined 
in  this  house  during  the  Revolutionary  war:  also 
it  is  said,  that  the  first  carpet  used  in  Hartford  was 
laid  in  that  house.  ^Irs.  Lydia  Bull,  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  Capt.  Thomas  Bull,  who  settled  in  Hartford 
in  1736,  was  married  in  this  house.  It  was  owned  at 
one  time  by  ^Major  ^Michael  Olcott,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guards  in  18 10,  and 
who  died  there  ^lay  11,  1829.  The  property  de- 
cended  to  his  heirs,  and  ( as  above  narrated ) .  in 
1850,  to  rvlichael  Olcott  Barry,  of  Boston.  There 
was  a  time  over  100  years  ago  when  the  house  was 
used  as  a  girls"  school. 

In  1840  Warren  Rowdey  was  united  in  marriage 
in  Windsor,  Conn.,  with  Miss  Julia  Drake,  of  that 
town,  a  daughter  of  David  Drake,  and  one  son  was 
born  to  this  union:  Edward  W.,  born  June  28.  1845, 
I  who  was  twice  married,  (first)  to  Fanny,  daughter 
i  of  Samuel  Mather,  of  Windsor,  and  (second)  to 
i  Lillie.  daughter  of  John  S.  Graham ;  he  has  one 
I  son.  Warren  Drake.    Mrs.  Julia  (Drake)  Rowley 
died  Xov.  i,  1891,  and  her  remains  were  interred 
in  Spring  Grove  cemetery.    Mr.  Rowdev  was  made 
a  Mason  in  St.  John's  Lodge.  X"^©.  4,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Hartford,  in  1866,  and  still  retains  membership  in 
same :  he  has  been  a  member  of  Pythagoras  Chapter, 
i  Xo.  17,  R.  A.  M.,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years, 
j        In  the  early  part  of  this  sketch  we  have  inci- 
dentally referred  to  Thomas  Rowley,  ''the  original 
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iiinuigraiu  ancestor"  of  Mr.  Rowley,  our  subject, 
ajul  the  latter  lias  in  his  possession  an  old  relic  that 
l)clonj4ed  to  him,  in  the  shajie  ot  a  powder-horn 
and  eharg-er  that  were  brought  to  this  country  in 
1050,  by  said  Thomas  Rowley,  who  settled  in  W'iml- 
sor.  On  the  bottom  of  the  powder-horn  are  carved 
liis  initials,  "T.  R."  ,  . 

MILES  P.ARr.MR  I'RESTOX.  ex-mayor  of 
Hartford,  and  one  of  the  leading  residents  of  that 
citv,  was  born  in  Simsbury,  this  county,  Mav  9, 
1850,  son  of  Truman  \\'.  Preston,  of  that  town. 
His  mother,  wh,o?c  maiden  name  was  Marv  Etta 
iirong",  was  a  native  of  Addison,  X.  V.,  anil  died 
a  few  years  ago  at  Culpeper,  \  a.  Truman  W  . 
Preston  returned  Xorth  after  the  death  of  his 
wife,  and  died  in  iiartford  April   17,  1S96. 

Our  subject  was  mainly  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  completing  his  studies  in  the  private  school 
of  the  late  Rev.  O.  S.  Taylor,  in  Simsbury.  Plis 
father  was,  during  this  period,  town  clerk  of  Sims- 
bury, this  fact  in  itself  opening  to  him  the  best 
opportunities  for  obtaining  a  satisfactory  educa- 
tion. •  At  an  early  age  Mr.  Preston  exhibited  a 
decided  taste  for  ornamental  painting,  and  his  busi- 
ness career  has  been  shaped  in  the  main  by  that 
fact.  His  father  was  the  proprietor  and  mana- 
ger of  a  carriage  shop,  and  the  ornamental  work 
in  painting  ottered  special  attraction  to  the  son. 
He  learned  the  trade,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
removed  to  Hartford,  engaging  in  the  railroad 
shops  of  the  X'ew  York  &  Hartford  road.  In  1870 
lie  accepted  a  position  of  responsibility  in  the  works 
of  John  ]Markliam.  at  Pleasant  \'alley,  in  Barkham- 
sted,  being  placed  in  charge  of  the  painting  depart- 
ment, and  remaining  there  three  years.  In  1873 
he  returned  to  Hartford  and  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Highland  Line,  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  road,  as  an  ornamental  painter.  After 
spending  five  years  in  the  company's  shops  he  de- 
cided to  engage  in  business  for  himself,  and  in 
1878  bought  out  the  place  owned  by  Theodore 
Thorpe,  Jr.,  at  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Trumbull 
streets.  Benjamin  W.  Kenyon  was  admitted  to 
partnership  with  him,  the  firm  being  Preston  & 
Kenyon,  and  they  have  developed  a  business  of  large 
proportions.  They  unquestionably  have  the  largest 
amount  of  sign  work  of  any  house  in  Xew  Eng- 
land outside  of  Boston.  The  Presidential  cam- 
paign of  1880  opened  an  interesting  and  profitable 
field  of  work,  as  the  new  campaign  banner  became 
an  indispensable  adjunct  of  the  canvass,  and  ^Ir. 
Preston  caught  the  idea  and  developed  an  admirable 
specialty  in  connection  with  it.  In  1881  house 
painting  was  added  to  the  firm's  business,  employ- 
ing a  considerable  corps  of  workmen.  The  Bon- 
ner-Preston Co.,  which  conducts  one  of  the  largest 
decorative  trades  in  the  city,  was  established  Eeb. 
4,  1889,  its  place  of  business  being  in  the  Plills 
block,  opposite  Exchange  corner.  The  house  car- 
ries a  large  stock  of  artists'  materials,  also  an  ex- 


I  tensive  line  of  photographic  supplies,  and  they  de- 
I  vote  special  attention  to  wall  papers  and  decora- 
tions, and  altogether  employ  a  force  of  fifty  hands. 
Mr.  Preston  is  an  active  participant  in  both  of  these 
firms,  being  une  of  the  busiest  managers  in  llic 
cit}'. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  founders  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Hul)bard  Escort,  the  best  political 
organization  in  this  locality.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Putnam  Phalanx  for  twelve  years,  and 
at  present  occupies  the  position  of  quartermaster 
on  the  statt  of  Major  O.  H.  Dlanchard.  He  is  a 
member  of  Amos  Beeclier  Lodge.  F.  &  A.  yi.,  of 
Xew  il^nlurd. 'and  belongs  to  the  higher  orders 
of  Masonry  in  Hartford,  being  a  member  of  W'ol- 
cott  Council,  Pythagoras  Chapter,  and  Washington 
Commandery,  K.  T.  He  is  past  chancellor  ofWash- 
ingtoii  Lodge,  K.  P.,  and  is  a  member  of  Hartford 
Lodge,  B.  P.  U.  E.,  and  of  Trumbull  Council  Xation- 
al  Provident  Union.  His  political  career  has  been 
as  honorable  as  it  has  been  successful.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
committee  in  the  First  ward  of  Hartford,  and  al- 
though the  precinct  is  a  Republican  stronghold  it 
gave  ]\Ir.  Preston  a  majority  of  forty-one  for  sher- 
ift'  in  Xovcmber,  iSyo.  He  was  not  a  resident  of 
the  ward  at  the  time,  and  had  not  been  for  a  con- 
siderable period,  but  the  tribute  was  a  recognition 
of  his  manliness  and  integrity  of  character,  and 
was  the  more  gratifying  as  it  was  spontaneous  and 
unsought.  }tlr.  Preston  was  one  ot  the  East  Hart- 
ford bridge  commissioners  at  the  time  it  was 
transferred  to  the  towns  of  Hartford,  East  Hart- 
ford, ^Manchester,  Glastonbury  and  East  Windsor. 
During  the  administration  of  President  Cleveland 
he  held  the  responsible  position  of  deputy  Lnited 
States  marshal  in  this  State,  receiving  the  appoint- 
ment from  ^Marshal  X'.  D.  Bates,  of  X'orwich,  who 
made  him  chief  dei)uty.  It  was  in  this  incumbency 
that  Sheriff  Preston's  best  official  work  was  exe- 
cuted. He  showed  marked  ability  for  his  duties,  and 
performed  them  viitli  exceptional  success.  When 
he  retired  from  the  deputy's  office  in  1890  it  was 
with  the  knowledge  that  he  had  won  and  received 
the  fullest  approval  of  the  public.  Plis  nomina- 
tion for  sheriff  added  strength  to  the  Democratic 
ticket  from  the  outset,  and  his  election  was  by  the 
largest  majority  of  any  candidate  on  the  general 
ticket.  In  April,  1896,  !Mr.  Preston  was  elected 
mayor  of  Hartford,  was  re-elected  in  April.  1898, 
and  was  tendered  a  unanimous  nomination  in 
April,  1900:  but  the  death  of  his  business  asso- 
ciate, J.  D.  Bonner,  having  brought  the  entire  care 
of  the  Bonner-Preston  Co.  upon  him,  made  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  accept  further  public  official 
position.  During  his  term  as  mayor  the  improve- 
ments in  Iiartford  were  many  and  noted,  as  a 
largely  increased  expenditure  of  monies  for  im- 
proved pavements,  police  quarters,  high  schools  and 
parks  was  met  without  increasing  the  tax  rate,  by 
a  thorough  and  healthy  reassessment  of  property. 
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incrcasiii!^  the  .qraml  list  over  ten  million  tlollars. 
Mr.  I'roston  is  a  member  of  the  Fir?t  Methodist 
CIuuTh  in  this  eitv,  and  is  comieeled  with  the 
V.  M.  C.  A. 

.Mr.  rreston"s  tirst  wife,  Miss  llatlie  H.  Sey- 
nu'iir,  danj;hter  of  ex-Slieritt  U.  D.  Seynionr,  of 
Hartford,  died  sixteen  years  ago,  and  the  two  ehil- 
dren  of  this  marriage  died  in  infancy.  (Jn  Feb. 
26,  i8go,  -Mr.  Preston  married  Miss  Nellie 
l'\  DoU'.  of  Sjiringtield,-  Mass.,  step-daughter  of 
J'rancis  II.  Richards,  of  Hartford,  the  patent  ex- 
pert and  mechanical  engineer.  The  rapid  prog- 
ress which  .Sheriff  Pre>ton  has  attained  during  the 
past  twelve  years,  in  botli  bi-i^inc>s  and  poHiics,  has 
been  the  result  of  personal  merit.  He  is  pro- 
foundly interested  in  the  measurLS  and  reforms  that 
have  been  instituted  for  the  advancement  of  work- 
ing men,  and  his  sympathies  and  counsel  will  in- 
variably be  in  favor  of  improving  their  condition. 

HOX.  DW'IGHT  LOOMIS,  LL.  D.,  an  em- 
inent lawyer  an.d  judge  of  Hartford,  who  for  up- 
ward of  forty  years  has  made  his  home  at  Rock- 
-ville,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  has  descended  from  one 
of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of  the  State. 

Joseph  Loomis,  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  born  in 
England  about  1616,  came  to  the  New  World  with 
his  father,  Joseph  Loomis,  a  w-oolen-draper  in 
Braintree,  County  of  Essex,  England,  in  1638.  The 
father  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Windsor. 
Joseph  Loomis,  Jr.,  married  (first)  in  1646  Sarah 
Hill,  who  died  in  1653,  and  he  married  (second) 
in  1659  ]\Iary  Chauncey.  He  died  in  1687.  Hon. 
Dwight  Loomis  is  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration from  Joseph  Loomis  (2),  the  line  of  his 
descent  being  through  Joseph  Loomis  (3),  Joseph 
(4),  Benoni,  Benoni  (2),  and  Capt.  Elam  Loomis. 

(II)  Joseph  Loomis  (3),  son  of  Joseph  (2), 
born  in  1649,  married  (first)  in  1681  Lydia.  daugh- 
ter of  John  Drake.  She  died  in  1702,  and  he  mar- 
ried (second)  in  1702-03  Abigail  Birge.  He  re- 
moved to  East  Windsor  in  1700,  and  died  in  1715. 

(III)  Joseph  Loomis  (4),  son  of  Joseph  (3), 
born  in  1684.  married  in  1708  Sarah  Bissel,  and 
lived  in  Lebanon  as  late  as  1733. 

(IV)  Benoni  Loomis,  son  of  Joseph  (4),  of 
I--ebanon,  born  in  1715,  married  in  1735  Hannah 
Woodward,  who  died  in  1786.    He  died  in  1789. 

(V)  Benoni  Loomis  (2),  son  of  Benoni,  of 
Lebanon,  born  in  1749,  married  (first)  in  1781 
Grace  Parsons,  who  died  in  1801.  and  (second)  Es- 
ther Crocker,  who  died  in  18 17.    He  died  in  181 1. 

(\T)  Capt.  Elam  Loomis,  son  of  Benoni,  of 
Lebanon,  born  Aug.  3,  1783,  married  Feb.  27,  181 2, 
Mary  Pinneo,  a  daughter  of  James  Pinneo,  of 
f  rench  ancestry.  She  was  born  in  Hanover.  X. 
H.,  and  died  April  12,  1866.  Cajjt.  Loomis  died 
Sept.  II,  1855.  'I^lie  children  of  Cajjt.  Elam  and 
Mary  (Pinneo)  LcKjmis  were:  Ormend  P.,  born 
April  22,  1813,  died  Oct.  6,  1830:  Mary,  born  Sepr. 
19,  1815,  died  Aug.  21,  1857;  Aurelia,  born  Jan. 


i  19,  1819,  died  June  15,  1831;  Dwight  is  referred 
1  to  farther  on:  and  Emilv,  born  Jan.  22,  1827.  died 
;  Dec.  31,  i8(.2. 

I       Hon.    Dwight    Loomis,    si.'n    of    Capt.  ICkun 
i  Loomis,  was  born  July  27,  1821,  in  Columbia,  Tol- 
;  land  Co.,  Conn.    He  attended  the  common  schooi,^ 
'.  of  his  native  village,  then  a  few  term?  at  the  .Mon- 
'  son  and  Amherst  (Mass.)  Aca<lemies,  the  circum- 
i  stances  of  his  father  not  warranting    a  college 
course.     There  existed   in   the   youtii    of  young 
Loomis  a  fiourishing  literary  and  debating  society 
'  in  his  native  town,  the  advantages  of  which  he 
'  eagerly  improved,  and  in  the  exercise  of  which 
he  frequcritly' exhiljiied  tl;o-e  rare  qualities  of  mind 
which  afterward  made  him  so  eminent  and  suc- 
cessful.   After  leaving  school  he  taught  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  meeting  with  marked  success.  Fle 
;  was  more  tlian  ordinarily  endowed  with  the  faculty 
of  imparling  knowledge  to  others,  and  inspiring 
i  them  with  laudable  ambition.    Having  decided  upun 
the  profession  of  law.  young  Loomis  in  liie  spring 
I  of  1844  began  its  study,  under  the  direction  of  John 
j  H.  Brockway,  of  Ellington,  Conn.     Later  he  at- 
:  tended  Yale  Law  School,  at  New  Haven,  from 
:  which  he  was  graduated  in  1847,  '^^'^^  '^^''^^  admitted 
I  to  the  Bar  of  his  native  county.    In  the  autumn 
I  of  that  year  he  began  practice  at  Rockville.  as  an 
I  associate  of  his  preceptor,  who  was  then  a  leading 
;  lawyer  and  politician  of  Tolland  county.  The  young 
i  lawyer  had  been  a  hard  student,  loved  the  law,  and 
i  started  out  admirablv  u-ell  equipped  and  fitted  for 
i  the  profession  which  he  in  later  years  so  richly 
adorned. 

]\Ir.  Loomis  was  the  first  lawyer  to  establish 
t  himself  at  Rockville.  His  quiet  and  pacific  v^-ays, 
>  coupled  with  his  abilitv  and  untiring  energy  and 
,  industry,  soon  won  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  placed  him  in  command  of  a  large  practice, 
,  in  which  he  had  remarkable  success.  As  the  years 
passed  he  grew  in  popularity,  and  his  fellow  citi- 
\  zens  elected  him  to  the  General  Assembly  oi  the 
!  State  in  185 1.  Here  he  earned  distinction  as  a 
j  legislator,  and  as  a  speaker  and  parliamentarian. 
\  He  was  in  sympathy  with  the  movement  that  op- 
I  posed  the  repeal  of  the  ^Missouri  Compromise  and 
i  the  extension  of  slavery  into  free  territory,  and 
i  was  sent  as  a  delegate  from  his  State  to  the  Na- 
i  tional  Convention  held  in  Philadelphia  in  1S56, 
!  at  which  the  Republican  party  was  organized.  He 
I  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the  Twenty- 
i  first  District  in  1857,  and  became  chairman  of  the 
Judiciary  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  a  position 
of  the  highest  honor  and  responsibility,  reserved 
for  those  only  whose  legal  attainments,  efficiency 
i  and  personal  worth  befit  them  for  its  arduous  du- 
I  ties.  !Mr.  Loomis  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
]  State  in  the  Presidential  canvass,  where  he  won 
I  on  the  stump  new  laurels  and  a  more  extended 
j  acquaintance,  and  in  1859  he  was  electedi  to  the 
I  XXXV'Ith  Congress  from  the  First  Congressional 
;  District — a  district  that  was  considered    by  his 
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]>artv  a  doulittvil  ono.  So  i^rcat  \va  liis  pupularitv 
tliat,  notwithsiaiulin^-  this  and  the  fact  that  a 
tUsaiipoiiitod  aspirant  for  the  nomination  took  tiic 
falil  as  an  iinlcpcmknt  caii(h(hitc.  .Mr.  Lix)niis  was 
triiunphanlly  c'kctcd.  and  served  so  efficiently  and 
lailhfnily  that  he  was  inianinu)n>ly  re-nonnnated 
hv  his  party  and  retnrned  as  repre-^entative  to  th.e 
XXWlIth  Congress,  liaviny  heen  re-elected  hy 
an  increased  majority,  llis  Conj^^ressional  career 
covered  a  stirrini:^  and  important  epoch  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  comity — that  of  the  closing"  years  of 
Hvichanan's  admini.-tralion  and  the  opening  years 
of  President  Lincc^ln  s.  IDv.ring  this  period  t'le 
lal.)ors  of  the  jiatriots  in  the  Xalional  Longres^ 
were  heavv  with  resivinsibility,  and  to  their  credit 
it  must  be  said  that  they  were  millmching  in  their 
devotion  to  duty,  and  heroic  in  their  defiance  of 
treason  and  rebellion.  Mr.  Looniis  bore  his  full 
share  in  introducing,  advocating  and  supporting 
the  patriotic  measures  rendered  necessary  by  se- 
cession and  armed  rebellion.  He  was  a  member 
and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Expenditures  in 
tlie  Treasury  Departnient,  and  also  a  member  of 
the  very  important  committee  on  Elections.  As 
a  member  his  record  was  faultless.  Seldom  absent, 
very  rarely  missing  a  vote,  strong  in  debate,  highly 
esteemed  by  his  associates,  and  honored  in  all  his 
social  relations,  th.e  power  and  beneficence  of  his 
influence  were  fullv  felt  and  recognized. 

In  the  spring  of  1S64  the  eminent  legal  attain- 
ments and  high  character  of  Mr.  Loomis  were 
honored  by  his  election  as  a  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  Connecticut,  for  a  term  of  eight  years, 
and  in  1S72  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  high 
office,  for  another  term.  In  the  spring  of  1875 
was  elected  associate  justice  of  tl;e  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State,  and  served  as  such  until  he  reached 
the  constitutional  limit  of  age :  upon  his  retirement, 
in  1891,  he  was  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly 
to  be  State  referee.  "As  a  judge  he  gave  the 
most  unbounded  satisfaction.  His  mental  and 
temperamental  qualities  admirably  adapted  him  to 
the  Bench.  With  acute  perceptive  and  analytic 
faculties,  a  good  memory,  rare  powers  of  discrim- 
ination, a  full  measure  of  forbearance,  patience  and 
ccurtesy,  with  suitable  firmness  and  dignitv,  and  no 
pretension  or  pride  of  ()pinion.  and  withal  an  hon- 
esty and  integrity  and  a  conscientious  and  inflexible 
fidelity  to  the  duties  of  his  position,  rendered  him 
a  model  judge — one  of  the  best  upon  the  Bench, 
and  one  who  universally  commanded  the  highest 
esteem."  Judge  Loomis  was  one  of  the  comrnittee 
to  whom  the  Legislature  referre{l  the  matters  in 
dispute  between  tlie  State.  Yale  L'niversity  and 
the  Storr's  Agricultural  School.  It  is  to  his  credit 
to  state  that  his  political  and  judicial  preferment 
came  to  him  unsoug'ht,  and  without  effort  on  his 
part.  His  high  honors  have  been  reached  through 
the  force  of  his  personal  merits.  The  degree  of  LL. 
D.  was  conferred  upon  him  bv  Yale  University 
in  1896.    Associated  with  J.  Gilbert  Calhoun,  of 


the  Hartford  Bar,  he  edited  "The  Judicial  and 
i  Civil  Hist(^ry  of  Connecticut,"  published  in  1895. 
!  CJn  Xov.  J().  1848,  Judge  Loomis  was  married 
j  to  -Mary  E.,  daughter  of  josiah  Tdsscll  I!ill,  and 
i  ^ister  of  judge  Benezet  Hough  Ihll,  of  Rockville. 
She  was  born  heb.  14,  i8_'_'.  in  ^>us(|Uehanna  coun- 
ty, IVnn..  and  ilied  June  I,  1804.  Judge  Loomis 
;  married  for  his  second  wife  Jennie  E.  Kendall,  born 
j  July  10,  1841,  who  died  March  1870.  His  only 
I  child,  Jennie  Grace  Loomis,  was  born  Uct.  21, 
j  1874. 

'       THOMAS  II.  BISSELL,  residing  at  Xo.  95 
Ann  street,  Hartford,  was  born  March  23,  1819,  in 
I  South  W'intlsor,  Conn.,  where  liis  family  has  beeii 
I  continuously  represented  since  1635. 

The  c>riginator  of  the  family  in  America  was  one 
John  Bissell,  a  French  Huguenot,  who  came  to  this 
!  cotmtry  from  England.  He  was  the  first  man  to  set- 
j  tie  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  river,  oppo- 
!  site  Windsor,  and  for  many  years  he  and  his  descend- 
i  ants  held  the  ferry  right  in  the  old  hand  ferry  which 
:  bears  their  name,  and  which  still  plies  back  and  forth 
i  between  Windsor  and  East  Windsor  Hill.  The  Bis- 
'  sell  family  has  always  been  highly  respected  and 
i  somewhat  prominent  in  the  State.  It  boasts  of  two 
\  governors,  one  of  Connecticut  and  one  of  Illinois,  a 
j  judge,  and  other  public  men. 

j       Jerijah  Bissell,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
i  born  in  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  was  a  farmer 
j  there  for  many  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-five. 
I  His  wife,  Lydia  Eartlett,  who  lived  to  the  age  of 
!  eighty-one,  was  also  born  in  East  Windsor.  They 
had  three  sons — Jerijah,  Thomas,  and  Asahel — arid 
three  daughters.    The  two  elder  sons  served  in  the 
Revolution,  the  former  for  three  years,  the  latter 
:  for  six  months,  Thomas  serving  under  three  dif- 
!  ferent  captains,  and  being  stationed  in  Rhode  Isl- 
I  and  and  on  the  Hudson,  where  he  tried  to  sink  the 
!  English  fleet  with  shots  from  his  musket, 
j       Thomas  Bissell,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
;  in  what  is  now  South  Windsor  ( then  East  Wind- 
;  sor),  and  he  and  his  younger  brother  remained  on 
j  the  old  homestead.    The  brother  removed  later  to 
j  Amherst,  ]Mass.,  and  Thomas  Bissell  conducted  the 
'  farm  alone  until  his  retirement  on  account  of  ad- 
'  vanced  age.    He  lived  to  be  ninety-eight  years  of 
age,  and  to  the  last  was  vigorous  and  well-pre- 
'  served.    His  life  was  exceptionallv  pure,  and  it  is 
i  said  that  he  never  made  an  enemy.    His  farm  of 
j  300  acres  was  the  largest  in  the  town,  and  he  owned 
!  two  stores  on  Morgan  street  in  Hartford.   For  manv 
!  years  he  was  active  in  local  politics,  and  also  in  relig- 
i  ious  work,  being  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
!  Mr.  Bissell  married  twice,  his  second  wife  being 
Eleanor  Mills,  and  two  children  were  born  of  this 
;  marriage :  Eleanor  Porter,  who  became  the  wife  of 
:  Josiah  S.  Rice,  and  died  leaving  no  children  ;  and 
Thomas  H..  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs.  Bis- 
sel  attained  the  age  of  eiglitv  years.    She  was  one 
of  several  children  of  Roswell  Mills,  a  wealthy  real- 
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estate  owner  ami  prominent  citizen  in  South  Wintl- 
sor  (^ihen  l-'ast  Windsor),  w iio  served  nianv  years 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  lie  lived  to  be  ci;;luy  years 
of  age. 

The  Mills  family,  of  which  Mrs.  1-deanor  Bissel! 
was  a  niemher.  is  of  Hollaml-Dutch  orii^in.  The 
founder  of  the  family  was  Peter  \'an-de-Molyn. 
who  in  1050  came  from  Amsterdam.  Holland,  to 
New  York,  and  removed  to  W  indsor.  Conn.  His 
father.  Sir  IVter  \"an  ile  Molyn.  disinherited  him. 
The  name  meant  "man  of  the  mill,"  and  the  de- 
scendants assumed  the  name  of  Mills.  Mrs.  Bissell 
traced  her  descent  through  Peter  (3),  Peter  (4), 
and  Roswell. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  fourteen,  when  he  began  his  business 
career  as  clerk  for  a  brother-in-law  in  one  of  his 
father's  stores  in  Hartford.  At  this  time  nearly  all 
the  houses  in  the  city  were  east  of  Trumbull  street, 
and  there  was  but  one  place  of  amusement.  For 
the  first  year  he  received  no  wages,  but  during  the 
second  he  received  S12  per  month  and  board,  and 
at  sixteen  he  bought  a  quarter-interest  in  the  busi- 
ness, having  been  given  $1,000  by  his  father.  At 
■eighteen  he  became  a  half-owner  in  the  store,  re- 
taining his  interest  until  he  reached  his  majority. 
Returning  to  the  farm,  he  conducted  it  until  his  fa- 
ther's death,  in  1S55,  increasing  its  products  more 
than  three-fold,  and  greatlv  improving  the  property. 
In  1S55  he  began  a  real-estate  business  in  Hartford, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  in  i860,  he  made 
his  home  there.  His  operations  in  real  estate  have 
extended  to  a  number  of  the  western  and  north- 
western States,  as  well  as  to  several  towns  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  and  he  has  now  been  forty- 
eight  vears  in  the  real-estate  line ;  he  also  conducts 
a  loaning  business,  and  has  made  many  successful 
loans  for  others  in  the  West.  He  is  one  of  the  old- 
est business  men  in  the  city. 

On  Oct.  28,  1867,  Mr.  Bissell  married  :\Iiss 
Josephine  Davis,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  and  ^lary 
(Partridge)  Davis,  the  former  a  Universalist  min- 
ister, who  preached  many  years  in  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Massachusetts  and  A'ermont.  and  spent  his 
last  years  in  Hartford.  He  was  a  grandson  of 
John  Davis,  who  lived  in  Shirley,  ^Nlass.  John 
Davis  was  a  soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars, 
and  took  part  in  the  expedition  to  Louisburg.  He 
also  went  through  the  Revolution,  being  one  of 
'the  mitnite-men.  He  was  ploughing  in  the  field 
at  Shirley  when  he  heard  of  the  battle  of  Lexington, 
and  leaving  his  oxen  and  plough  in  the  furrow,  like 
Israel  Putnam,  started  for  Boston.  He  was  at  Val- 
'ley  Forge.  His  brother.  Capt.  Isaac  Davis,  of 
Acton.  ]^Iass.,  who  is  mentioned  in  all  histories  of 
the  war,  was  in  command  of  the  company  of  Amer- 
icans who  took  part  in  the  skirmish  at  Concord 
Bridge  preceding  the  battle  of  Concord,  and  was 
the  first  man  to  fall,  thus  being  one  of  the  earliest 
martyrs  of  the  Revolution.  Jonas  Rice,  great- 
grandfather of  Mrs.  Bissell,  was  a  native  of  Sud- 


!  bury,  and  a  man  of  prominence  in  his  time.  He  was 
!  the  first  settler  of  \\'orcester.  Mass..  settling  theie 
I  in  1713.  was  justice  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
I  in  1753,  and  held  many  other  public  offices.  Tiie 
\  Partritlge  family  was  descended  from  Henry 
i  Adams,  who  came  from  England  in  i(>32,  as  were 
I  also  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams  and  John  Ouincy 
}  Adams. 

i        Our  subject  has  two  children,  Arthur  Thomas 
i  and  Mary  Fleanor,  the  latter  a  graduate  of  the 
Hartford  Public  High  School  and  Smith  College. 
Airs.  Bissell  died  in  18^7,  aged  nearly  sixty  years. 

In  poIiticsMr.  Bissell  is  independent.    He  took 
a  prominent  ]xirt  in  local  aU'airs  during  his  resi- 
dence in  South  Windsor,  serving  as  justice  of  the 
I  peace  and  notary  public  for  manv  years.    In  1855 
he  was  in  the  Legislature,  and  voted  for  a  Bill  to 
allow  public  anuisements  which  had  previouslv  been 
prohibited  by  law.    His  interest  in  public  questions 
has  led  him  to  be  a  frequent  attendant  of  caucuses 
and  conventions.    His  prompt  assistance  has  alwavs 
been  given  to  the  various  progressive  movements 
j  in  the  community,  but  he  has  taken  special  interest 
;  in  giving  a  helping  hand  to  ambitious  young  men, 
I  many  of  whom  are  now  in  prosperous  circumstances. 
Mr.  Bissell  is  an  active  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.    He  attends  the  Unitarian 
Church,  but  his  daughter  is  a  L'niversalist,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  that  church. 

WALLACE  H.  MILLER,  the  able  and  enter- 
prising editor  of  the  Bristol  Press,  has  had  charge 
of  the  paper  since  December,  1893,  and  under  his 
skillful  management  it  has  made  marked  progres- 
!  The  Pi  'CSS  was  founded  March  9,  1871,  with  a 
I  subscription  list  of  about  200,  and  in  less  than  one 
year,  through  the  efficient  work  of  C.  H.  Riggs, 
i  manager  at  that  time,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
j  remove  into  larger  quarters  and  greatly  increase 
I  its  facilities.  Through  the  panic  of  1873.  when 
financial  straits  led  many  journalistic  ventures  to 
an  untimely  end.  notwithstanding  all  the  discour- 
aging emergencies,  the  Press  climbed  steadily  up- 
ward. After  seventeen  years  of  continuous  labor 
Editor  Riggs  retired,  and  in  1888  Editor  C.  S. 
Haviland.  of  the  Southington  Phoenix,  and  Thomas 
H.  Duncan  purchased  the  property.  Air.  Duncan 
becoming  editor  and  manager.  This  partnership 
continued  until  189 1,  at  which  time  the  Bristol 
Press  Publishing  Co.  was  organized  and  incor- 
porated with  a  capital  of  $10,000.  This  corpora- 
tion is  composed  of  a  number  of  Bristol's  most 
prominent  business  men, .  its  officers  beiiig  O.  F. 
Strunz,  president  and  treasurer;  J.  H.  Sessions, 
vice-president :  tl.  Miller,  secretary,  editor  and 
manager.  George  A.  Beers  is  connected  with  the 
news  editing,  Francis  Trevelyan  Aliller  is  the  liter- 
ary editor  and  book  reviewer. 

Editor  \y.  H.  Miller  was  l)orn  April  3,  i860, 
i,)  Fast  Hartford,  son  of  Elijah  H.  and  Janettc  E. 
(Hull)  Miller.    His  education  was  acquired  in  tlie 
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j)ul>lic  soiu>ol>  of  I'ast  1  lartford,  aiul  in  the  liii^h 
schools  of  -Manclicsti  r.  .\.  H..  ami  iitht  r  places. 
He  learned  the  printer's  traile  in  the  ut'tice  of  the 
Kcgislcr,  at  Torrington,  Conn.,  and  for  twenty- 
three  years  has  been  continuonsly  engaged  in  news- 
paper work,  having  served  on  newsi^aper  staffs  in 
Cleveland,  Uhio.  Kan.-as  City.  Mo.,  Hartford,  Xew 
Haven  and  Xew  Uriiain,  Conn.,  before  taking  his 
present  position  as  editor  and  manager  of  the  Bristol 
Press. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  in  Springheld,  ^Nlass., 
Aug.  12,  1877,  to  Louise  W.  Thomas,  daughter  of 
George  H.  and  Marv  Thomas,  of  Springheld.  So- 
cially he  and  his  wife  are  nuich  c.-tLcnied.  and  he 
is  an  active  member  of  E.  L.  Dunbar  Encamp- 
ment. Xo.  32,  of  Bristol,  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  In  politics  he  is  an  indc'pendent  Repub- 
lican. 

'  JOHN  CLAFLLX  BARKER,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  populuar  citizen  of  Hartford,  well 
known  as  a  promoter  and  dealer  in  real  estate,  as 
well  as  carrying  on  farming,  is  well  worthy,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  practical  patriotism  in  connection  wdth  the 
Campfield  monument,  of  prominent  place  within  the 
pages  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Barker  is  a  native  of  Kirkland,  Scotland, 
born  Oct.  24,  1823,  a  son  of  Alexander  Barker,  Jr., 
and  a  grandson  of  Alexander  Barker,  Sr.,  wdio  was 
an  active  business  man  in  Methel.  Scotland,  wdiere 
Alexander,  Jr.,  was  born.  The  latter  was  a  weaver 
by  trade,  making  the  fabric  called  "duck"  from 
which  the  lighter  sails  for  ships  are  made.  In  1835, 
he  came  to  America,  settling  in  A'erniont.  being  one 
of  the  earlier  pioneers  of  that  part  of  the  State, 
where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  the  rest 
of  his  days,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
By  his  wife  Grace  (Lockard),  also  a  native  of  the 
"Land  of  Burns."'  and  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one,  he  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased  except  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

John  C.  Barker  was  twelve  years  of  age  when  he 
came  with  the  family  to  this  country,  and  up  to 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  worked  on  a  farm  in 
Vermont,  coming  then  to  Hartford.  Here  he 
readily  found  employment  in  Col.  Ward's  lumber 
yard  and  saw-mill,  remaining  there  for  the  long 
'period  of  thirty  years,  during  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  which  time  he  was  foreman  of  both  the 
yard  and  mill.  In  1873  he  commenced  a  similar 
line  of  business  on  his  own  account,  buying  and 
selling  lumber,  in  connection  with  which  he  also 
carried  on  an  extensive  trade  in  produce,  buying 
in  Vermont,  X'^ew  Hampshire  and  Canada,  his  of- 
fice being  on  Governor  street,  Hartford.  In  1890, 
however,  he  retired  from  both  these  industries,  and 
has  since  devoted  his  time  to  the  real-estate  business 
as  well  as  farming. 

In  1859   Mr.  Barker   was  married   to  Jennie 


Wallace  Hendry,  who  was  born  in  Ryegale.  \'t., 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Lindsay)  Hendry, 
prominent  farmers  in  that  State,  and  three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  tmion  :  {i)  John  Tenny, 
a  leading  dentist  of  Xew  Haven  county,  practic- 
ing in  \\'allingford  ;  he  married  a  }^Iiss  Hubliard, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Eric.  (2)  Grace,  wife  of 
Dr.  Waite,  of  Hartford.  (^3)  \\"illiam  Hendry,  a 
patent  expert  and  patent  attorney  of  Hartford. 
Mr.  and  -Mrs.  Barker  are  members  of  the  South 
Baptist  Church  :  in  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He 
owns  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  Wethersrield 
avenue,  where  he  formerly  owned  twenty-two  acres 
of  land,  which  he  had  "divided  up  into  building 
lots. 

In  1872  ]\Ir.  Barker  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Campfield  ^Monument  Association  the  lot  in  Hart- 
ford, in  the  center  of  which  now  stands  the  monu- 
ment erected  to  the  memory,  of  Gen  Steadman  and 
the  Hartford  c^untv  soldiers  who  participated  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  toward  the  erection  of 
which  monument  ^Ir.  Barker  also  gave  so  much 
of  his  influence.  The  funds  for  the  patriotic  work 
came  in  the  main  from  the  regiments,  and  friends 
of  the  members  of  those  regiments,  that  were  en- 
camped on  the  grounds  (]Mr.  Barker's  farm)  on 
CampfieUl  avenue  during  the  Civil  war  days,  one 
object  of  the  monument  being  a  commemoratioa 
of  that  fact.  The  dedication  took  place  Oct.  4, 
1900,  with  a  monster  parade,  stirring  addresses  be- 
ing delivered  bv  the  Governor  of  the  State  and. 
others.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  mention 
that,  while  -Mr.  Barker  operated  a  sawmill  in  his 
younger  days,  he  it  was  who  sawed  up  the  historic 
"Charter  Oak"  tree.  He  is  a  genial  whole-souled 
man,  having  ever  in  view  the  advancement  of  his 
adopted  city  and  county,  and  the  furtherance  of  all 
movements  tending  toward  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  people  at  large. 

HON.  NOBLE  EMERSOX  PIERCE,  who  is 
associated  in  the  practice  of  law  with  Hon.  [Marcus- 
H.  Holcomb,  imder  the  firm  name  of  Holcomb  cc 
Pierce,  at  X'o.  213  ^la'm  street.  Bristol,  and  in  the 
Sage--'\llen  Building,  at  X'o.  902  Main  street.  Hart- 
ford, was  born  in  Bristol,  July  31,  1854,  and  de- 
scends from  an  old  Bristol  family,  wdiose  ancient 
homestead,  now  occupied  by  his  father,  Julius  E. 
Pierce,  is  still  one  of  the  most  noticeable  lau'l- 
marks  of  the  town.  This  unique  and  antique  liuild- 
ing  mav  be  partially  described  here,  and  its  history 
given  before  recording  the  biography  proper  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  building  is  an  oblong  structure,  two  stories 
high,  is  surmounted  with  three  chimneys,  and  is- 
built  in  three  sections  in  a  straight  line,  i>n  King- 
street.  The  middle  tnird  of  the  house  was  built 
bv  Ebenezer  Barnes  in  1728;  later  the  north  third 
and  the  south  third  were  added  to  provide  acc'im- 
modations  for  a  son  and  daughter,  respectivelx',  'n\ 
their  marriage;  the  exact  date  of  these  additions 
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is  not  kiiown.  Anuo  I'.arnos  sokl  the  property  ta 
Abraliain  I'icroo.  ol  Soiiililuirv,  Nov.  29,  1797. 
I'pi'ii  his  (Icalli  it  iIcmjciuUhI  to  liis  son,  Xoblc  A. 
I'icrco,  and  upmi  his  death  il  de>eeiuled  to  his 
cliildreii — Mis.  Jared  (iiHuirich,  ui  riainville,  Mrs. 
11.  M.  Welch.  <>t  New  jiaven  (  both  now  deceased  j , 
I".  X.  I'ierce.  of  IMainville.  and  Juhus  E.  I'ierce — 
]"..  X.  I'ierce  and  .Mrs.  Welch  luivini::-  since  con- 
veved  tlieir  share  to  their  brother,  Julius  li.  The 
place  lias  therefore  been  in  the  Pierce  family  for 
a  eenturv,  antl  -Mr.  I'icrce's  grand-children  arc  the 
lifih  L^eiieration  of  the  family  that  have  slumbered 
bmeath  its  giant  rafters. 

'i  lie  original  pmclia-e  r;m  nb  iMt  haii'  a  ni;lt> 
oast  of  the  homestead,  and  as  far  west  as  the  old 
Episcopal  cemetery,  near  the  school  house  in  district 
Xo.  I  :  it  also  included  three-fourtlis  of  a  mill 
"seat."  the  whole  of  a  gristmill,  and  the  tools  and 
implements  thereto  belonging,  one-half  of  a  saw- 
mill and  implements,  the  whole  of  the  south  side 
of  the  river,  :hree-fourt]is  of  the  dam,  and  ])ondage 
privilege.  This  dam  was  located  about  two  rods 
westcrlv  of  the  present  stone  dam  of  the  Bristol 
Brass  &  Clock  Co.  The  consideration  paid  for 
the  wliole  property  was  fourteen  hundred  (1,400) 
pounds. 

Abraham  Pierce  was  accompanied  by  his  sons. 
Calvin,  Philo,  and  Xoble.  Philo  married  Sally 
•X'orton,  and  built  the  house  now  owned  by  James 
Kane,  standing  between  the  Pierce  homestead  and 
the  bank  of  the  river ;  he  afterward  removed  to  the 
X'orton  homestead,  belonging  to  his  wife's  family, 
which  stood  verv  nearly  on  the  same  site  as  the 
present  residence  of  Echvard  Pierce,  his  grandson, 
near  Lake  Compounce. 

From  the  time  of  the  purchase  bv  the  Pierces 
until  about  1835  the  place  was  kept  as  a  tavern. 
The  road  from  Bristol  to  Forestville  is  modern, 
but  the  north  and  south  road  that  passes  directly 
in  front  of  the  house,  a  few  rods  of  wdiich  are  used 
by  the  Bristol  and  Forestville  road,  is  an  old 
Queen's  highway,  and  was  the  great  thoroughfare 
for  the  cartage  of  grain  from  northern  Connecti- 
cut and  Massachusetts  to  Xew  Haven,  for  ship- 
ment by  vessel  to  the  West  Indies.  The  Pierce 
tavern  was  about  a  day's  journey  from  X^ew  Haven, 
and  much  patronized  bv  the  teamsters,  wdio  made 
it  their  last  stopping-place  for  the  night  before  reach- 
ing the  city,  and  the  first  stopping-place  lor  the 
night  on  their  way  home. 

Julius  Emerson  Pierce,  father  of  Senator  Xoble 
E.  Pierce,  was  born  in  the  old  Pierce  mansion, 
in  Bristol,  Jan.  18,  1825.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  after  leav- 
ing these  institutions  of  learning  took  charge  of  his 
lather  s  farm,  which  was  very  large  compared  with 
the  farms  of  the  present  day.  On  May  30,  1849, 
he  married  Miss  Huldah  Botsford,  who  was  born 
Nov.  5,  1822,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Amadeus  and 
Huldah  (Merriam)  Botsford,  of  Kensington, 
Berlin  town,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.    To  this  mar- 


riage have  been  born  two  children:  Xoljle  I'..,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  elder.  .\nnie  So- 
phronia,  born  I'eb.  0,  1859,  ^^'^^  married  'Sidy  2, 
1888,  to  l~rank  A.  llaviland,  of  East  Boston.  Mass., 
born  March  10,  iSoj.  a  ,-on  of  John  B.  ilavilauil. 
Mr.  and  .Mrs.  llaviland  have  had  two  children, 
Julius  ICdward,  born  June  15,  1889.  who  died  July 
7  i8i)S;  and  Calvin  Pierce.  I)orn  Oct.  23,  1893. 
Mr.  Haviland  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the 
Sons  of  X'eterans ;  of  Ethan  Lodge,  Xo.  o.  Knights 
of  Pythias:  of  the  Knights  of  Khorras.-on  :  and  of 
tl;e  Royal  Arcar.uni :  in  ixjlitics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  in  religion  both  he  and  his  wife  are  Baptists. 
Julius  F.  Pierce,  and  wife  are  memlxrs  of  the 
Baptist  church,  and  in  politics  ]\Ir.  Pierce  is  a 
Democrat,  but  has  always  declined  accepting  office 
when  proffered. 

X'oble  Abrani  Pierce,  father  of  Julius  E.  Pierce, 
and  son  of  Abraham  Pierce  (wdio  died  in  1803), 
came  to  Bristol  in  1797.  and  there  passed^  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  dying  Oct.  29,  1834.  It  was 
Abraham  who  purchased  and  brought  into  the  fam- 
ily the  old  mansion  on  King  street,  built  in  1728, 
and  described  at  the  opening  of  this  memoir.  Al- 
though a  farmer  bv  vocation  X'oble  A.  Pierce  also 
engaged  in  making  horn  cobs  and  inkstands.  In 
1809  he  married  ]\Iiss  Lvdia  Gridley,  who  was 
born  in  1783,  and  died  in  1874,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-one  years,  and  was  the  mother  of  four 
children.  In  politics  X'oble  A.  Pierce  was  a  Demo- 
crat when  there  were  only  eleven  Democrats  in  the 
town  of  Bristol:  in  religion  he  was  a  Baptist,  and 
a  member  of  the  building  committee  of  his  church. 
Deacon  John  Pierce,  antecedent  of  Abraham,  set- 
tled in  Wethersfield.  Conn.,  in  1731,  but  removed 
to  Woodbury  a  few  years  later. 

Flon.  X'oble  E.  Pierce,  wdiose  birthplace  was  the 
ancient  mansion  already  alluded  to,  was  primarily 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Bristol  and  at 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Sufiield.  Fie 
was  graduated  from  the  Connecticttt  State  X'ormal 
School  in  1873.  from  the  Albany  (X'ew  A'ork) 
Law  School  in  }klay,  1876,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  at  Albany  May  18,  of  the  same  year.  Dur- 
ing 1873-74-75  Mr.  Pierce  taught  the  lower  Middle 
school  at  Ansonia,  and  read  law  with  Judge  V. 
]\Iunger  during  the  same  period.  Mr.  Pierce  be- 
gan the  practice  of  law  at  Angelica,  X'.  Y.,  in  1876, 
and  remained  there  until  ^lay,  1878,  when  he  came 
to  Connecticut  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at 
Hartford.  Fie  has  been  connected  with  the  school 
board  of  Bristol  since  1887.  and  was  chairman  of 
district  committee  X'o.  i  ;  was  treasurer  of  Hart- 
ford county  from  1893  to  1895 ;  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Senate  from  the  Fourth 
District  from  1891  to  1895.  This  included  the 
memorable  dead-lock  session  of  1891-92.  In  both 
sessions  he  was  the  Democratic  leader.  As  justice 
of  the  peace  of  Hartford  county  Mr.  Pierce  ad- 
ministered the  oath  of  office  to  Gov.  Morris  and 
his  associates,  and  during  the  two  years  that  fol- 
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lowed  lio  was  tiio  roooi^nizcd  moutlijiicco  of  the 
Donuvratio  side  of  the  Senate.  In  the  sc>sion  of 
l8i)3  lie  was  chairman  of  tlie  ennunittoe  on  i.'itios 
aiiil  Koron^hs,  which  conunittee.  after  six  weeks 
of  puhlic  hearin<:^s.  reported  the  Cleneral  Street  Rail- 
way Law  of  i8')3.  rhe  work  of  sifting-  the  vari- 
(Uls  snj^gestions  offered,  and  the  draftnig  of  the 
bill,  were  left  almost  enlireiy  to  Senator  I'ierce. 
The  committee  considered  v^ip.e  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  applications  feir  street  railway  cliarters,  and 
(luring  the  session  the  charter  of  almost  everv  city 
i.i  the  State  was  either  com])letely  revised  or  ma- 
terially amended.  As  chairman  of  tlie  committee 
^Ir.  I'ierce  ga\'e  careliil  ailenlion  to  each  of  these 
applications,  and  in  many  cases  rewrote  and  revised 
them. 

Senator  Pierce  is  well  and  favorably  known  as 
a  campaign  orator.  He  stumped  Xew  York  State 
in  the  Tilden  camiiaign  against  Hayes  in  1S76, 
.and  stumped  Connecticut  in  every  subsequent  Pres- 
idential contest,  with  the  exception  of  the  last. 
Mr.  Pierce  is  a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  Xo.- 
56,  Free  and  Accepted  ]\Iasons ;  Pequabuck  Chap- 
ter, Xo.  32,  Royal  Arch  ^Masons,  of  Bristol ;  and 
of  Clark  Commamlery,  X'o.  7,  Knights  Templar, 
of  W'aterbury.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Ethan 
Lodge,  Xo.  y.  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Bristol. 

Senator  Pierce  first  married.  July  16.  1879,  ^Plss 
Hattie  Kendall,  of  Angelica.  X.  Y.,  daughter  of 
Z.  A.  Kendall.  She  died  Oct.  26,  1895,  and  Sen- 
ator Pierce  later  married  2\Iiss  Ettie  ^.lerriam,  of 
Washington.  X.  C,  daughter  of  Capt.  James  E. 
!Merriam.  To  the  first  marriage  were  born :  Ger- 
trude. Dec.  24.  18S3;  and  Kendall.  May  26,  188S. 
]\Ir.  Pierce  is  a  director  in  the  Free  Public  Library 
'Of  Bristol :  he  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the 
Bristol  Electric  Light  Co..  1S86.  and  was  a  director 
until  it  was  consolidated  with  the  B.  &  P.  T.  Co., 
of  which  he  was  first  president,  and  is  now  vice- 
president  :  he  is  also  a  director  in  the  same  com- 
pany, and  is  a  director  in  and  treasurer  of  the 
Hartford  &  Torrington  Tramwav  Co.  He  was  also 
instrumental  in  securing  the  charter  for  the  bor- 
ough of  Bristol,  and  in  securing  the  high  school 
for  the  town. 

JOEL  WILLARD  UPSOX  descended  from 
■one  of  the  old  families  of  X'ew  England,  and  traced 
"his  line  of  descent  from  Thomas  Upson,  of  the 
fifth  generation  back,  and  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  Farmington,  Conn.  Thomas  Cpson 
married  Elizabeth  Fuller  in  1646,  and  died  July  19, 
1655,  the  father  of  the  following  children:  Thomas, 
"who  died  in  Saybrook,  whither  he  had  moved : 
Stephen;  Mary;  Hannah;  and  Elizabeth,  who  died 
July  20.  1655.'^ 

Stephen  Upson,  son  of  the  above-named 
'Thomas,  born  in  1650,  was  married  Dec.  29,  1682. 
to  ^lary,  daughter  of  John  Lee,  Sr.,  of  Farming- 
ion.  Stephen  was  a  surveyor.  In  1679  he  removed 
lo  Waterbury,  where  he  became  a  school  commis- 


I  sioncr :  grand  juryman;  three  tinu's  a  deputv  to 
I  the  tieneral  Court  1  in  171U.  1712  and  1729);  and 
j  a  sergeant  in  1715  and  1729,  and  he  had  a  seat 
!  with  the  veterans  in  the  new  meeting-house,  lie 
j  lost  his  wife  heb.  15.  1715-16,  and  his  own  dcTith 
j  took  place  X\iv.  5,  1735.     Their   children  were; 
Mary,  born   .\'ov.  5,   i<>83.    marrieil    to  Richard 
W'ellon :  Stephen.  l)orn  Sept.  30,  l<)Sb:  Elizabeth, 
born  I"eb.  14,  1(189-90,  married  Thomas  Bronson ; 
Thomas,  born  March   1,   1692-93;  Hannah,  born 
^Larch   16.  1O95.  first  married  Thomas  Richards, 
I  and  later  wedtled  John  Bronson;    Tabitha,  born 
March  11,  i6<)8,  married  John  Scovill,  Jr.;  John, 
born  Dec.  13. '1702;  and  Thankful,  born  .March  14, 
1706-07,  married  James  Blakeslee. 

Thomas  Upson,  son  of  Stephen,  married  Rachel, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Thomas  Judd.  of  \\'aterbur\-. 
In  1732-33  he  removed  to  Farmington.  afterward 
Southington.  now  southeastern  W'olcott.  and  died 
Sept.  29,  1761,  the  father  of  the  following  family: 
Thomas,  born  Dec.  20.  17 19;  Alary  and  John 
(twins),  born  Jan.  21,  1721  (Alary  married  Josiah 
Xewell,  of  Southington,  and  John  died  in  1741); 
Josiah,  born  Jan.  28,  1724-25;  Asa,  born  Xov.  30, 
1728;  Timothy,  born  Oct.  8,  1731  ;  Amos,  born 
March  17,  1734;  Samuel,  born  Alarch  8,  1737;  and 
Freeman,  born  July  24.  1739.  (died  in  1750). 

Timothy  Upson,  son  of  Thomas,  married  De- 
light Xorton  March  25,  1755.  He  was  a  farmer.- 
and  lived  in  Southington.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Coiigregational  Church,  and  was  a  more  than 
ordinarily  good  man.  He  died  Sept.  4,  1799,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  while  his  widow  sur- 
vived him  until  Feb.  24.  1828.  when  she  passed 
away  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-four.  Their 
children  were:  Tryphena,  born  Sept.  i,  1756,  was 
married  to  Stephen  Carter ;  Freelove,  born  March 
22,  1759,  married  James  Smith,  of  Southington; 
Sarah,  born  June  20,  1761,  married  Dr.  Samuel 
Towner,  and  removed  to  \'ermont ;  Ashbel,  born 
Alarch  19,  1764;  Timothy,  born  Sept.  21,  1766; 
Delight,  born  March  11,  1769,  married  Aloses  Todd, 
and  removed  to  Vermilion,  Ohio ;  Seth,  born  June 
21,  1771  ;  Alartin,  born  Alarch  29.  1774,  died  Feb. 
7,  1777;  Selah,  born  Alay  20,  1776;  and  Freeman, 
born  June  16,  178 1.  , 

Selah  Upson,  son  of  Timothy,  was  married  in 
October,  1802,  to  Martha,  daughter  of  David  Flitch- 
cock,  of  Southington.  At  this  time  he  came  to  \\'ol- 
cott,  where  he  built  a  house  u[X)n  a  portion  of  his 
father's  farm.  Here  he  continued  to  live  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  June  3,  1854,  his  wife  sur- 
viving until  Dec.  31,  1S63.  They  were  both  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Air. 
Upson  was  a  man  of  few  words,  but  possessed  of 
strong  character  and  good  iudgment,  antl  was 
much  relied  upon  in  church  and  town  affairs.  Their 
children  were:  Sabrina,  born  Aug.  21,  1804,  mar- 
ried Chester  Thorpe,  of  Southingtoi-i,  Feb.  9,  1825 ; 
Martha,  born  Aug.  28.  1807,  was  married  to  Mark 
Tuttle,  of  W'olcott,  April  12.  1827;  Flenry  Doolit- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


817 


tie,  horn  Ikt.  5.  iSi>).  inarrio(.l  Polly  Tuttlo,  of  i 
W  ok-oti;  Kinily,  born  Juno  24.  1S14.  died  Juno  28,  i 
1S15:  luiiilv  -Niaria.  born  April  10,  1817,  died  Sept.  | 
Miles  Selali.  born  Dec.  6,  i8jo,  married  ; 
Marv  lloni;b:  and  Joel  W  illard. 

I'lvl  Willard  I'pson  was  born  in  W'oleolt  Jan.  ' 
10,  "18^3.   lie  was  a  farmer  by  vocation,  and  also  ; 
a  dealer  in  weH^ni  and  timber.   In  politics  he  was  a  j 
Kepnblican,  bnt  would  never  consent  to  accept  pub-  i 
l;c  olfiee.  Always  interested  in  educational  affairs,  | 
lie  occasionally  served  on  the  school  committee.  ' 
lie  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
(ut  which  his  wife  was  ;iIm>  a  faithful  adhereiut,  ; 
and  a  quiet,  unassuming  man,  universally  respected 
for  his  sterling  imegrity  and  many  excellent  per-, 
sonal  merits.    Early  in  life  he  developed  energy  [ 
and  business  ability,  as  well  as  caution,  and  what-  j 
ever  he  undertook  in  a  business  line  was  carried  ' 
through  with  success.  Quick  to  discern  and  appre- 
ciate superior  merits  in  others,  he  was  seldom  | 
deceived  in  the  character  of  those  with  whom  he  | 
came  in  contact,  and  almost  never  placed  confi-  ; 
dence  in  those  unworthy  of  it.   He  was  a  man  of  i 
refined  taste,  and  all  things  of  beauty,  both  in  na-  | 
ture  and  in  art,  appealed  strongly  to  his  sensibili-  \ 
ties.  He  never  belonged  to  a  club  or  secret  order,  I 
and  was  ever  to  be  found  in  the  midst  of  the  family 
circle  when  the  business  of  the  day  was  ended. 
In  1876  he  sold  his  farm  in  Wolcott,  where  the  j 
active  years  of  his  life  had  been  spent,  and  moved  ! 
to  Bristol,  remaining  there  until  his  death.  i 

Mr.  Upson  was  happily  joined  in  marriage  i 
Oct.  4,  1855,  with  Miss  Eleanor  Gaylord,  who  was  1 
born  Jan.  4.  1831,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Jesse  j 
and  Lois  (Alcott)  Gaylord.  of  Bristol,  and  a  lineal  ! 
descendant  of  Deacon  William  Gaylord,  who  came  j 
from  Exeter,  England,  to  Dorchester,  [Mass.,  in  the  | 
spring  of  1630.  Deacon  William  Gaylord  was  de- 
scended from  a  family  of  Huguenots  who  left  Xor-  : 
mandy  for  Western  England  in  1550-51.  Mrs.  I  p-  | 
son  died  Sept.  18,  1885,  and  ^Ir.  Upson  followed  , 
her  to  the  grave  Aug.  31,  1891.  To  this  couple  were 
born  si.x  children,  of  whom  but  two  are  living,  j 
Lena  T.  and  Ella  A.  Upson,  both  residents  of  Bristol.  { 

I 

JOHN  WIXSLOW,  justice  of  the  peace,  assis- 
tant prosectiting  attorney, -and  eminent  as  a  lawyer 
of  Bristol,  was  born  in'  Dublin,  Ireland,  Oct.  31,  ] 
1844,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Eliza  (Devlin)  i 
W'inslow,  natives  of  County  Tyrone.  | 

John  W'inslow,  the  father,  was  born  Sept.  19,  I 
1806,  learned  the  business  of  carpet  cutter  and 
fitter,  and  July  31,  1833,  married  ^liss  Devlin,  who 
l>ore  him  ten  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Sarah,  ! 
was  born  July  8,  1834;  then  followed,  in  order,  | 
Robert,  Eliza.  Williani  and  Thomas   (twins  that  ! 
died  in  infancy),  William  Thomas.  John  (subject),  1 
Olivia,  Eliza  and  Jane — the  yoimgest  born  Sejjt.  1 
20,  1852.    In  June,  1856,  the  family  came  to  .\mer-  ] 
ica,  landing  in  Xew  York,  went  thence  to  Canada 
W'est,  and  lucated  in  what  is  now  known  as  Thorold,  i 


Welland  county,  where  the  father  kept  a  hotel  until 
i8t)0,  at  which  tune  he  came  with  his  family  to  Xew 
Hartford,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  went  to  work 
in  the  Cireeiiw  ootl  Co."s  cotton  factory.  During  the 
last  _\ears  oi  his  life  he  resided  first  with  a  daughter 
in  Xew  Haven,  then  witii  his  son  John  in  Bristol, 
and  (.lied  at  the  home  of  his  }-oungest  daughter  in 
Middlebury,  Eeb.  6,  1S91,  aged  eighty-four. 

John  Winslow,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  at- 
tended the  Xational  (or  public)  schools  of  his  na- 
tive city  of  Dubliii  until  the  departure  of  the  family 
for  America,  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age.  At 
Thorold  his  studies  were  continued  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  old,  and  he  then  worked  for  a  year 
in  a  printing  office.  On  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  Xew  Hartford,  Conn.,  our  subject  worked  about 
tw'O  years  in  the  Greenwood  cotton  factory  with  his 
father,  then  went  to  Tariti'ville  and  worked  for  the 
I'lartford  Carpet  Co.  until  its  factory  w'as  destroyed 
by  fire,  in  June,  1867,  and  during  this  interval  mas- 
tered the  machinist's  trade.  After  this  conflagra- 
tion Mr.  Winslow  was  obliged  to  seek  new  quarters, 
and  went  to  X'ew"  Haven,  there  working  as  a  ma- 
chinist until  1874,  when  he  came  to  Bristol,  worked 
for  S.  Emerson  Root,  at  the  same  trade,  for  three 
years,  for  Everett  Horton  four  years,  and  two  years 
for  the  Bristol  Brass  &  Clock  Co.  His  first  venture 
in  business  on  his  own  accotmt  was  the  opening  of 
a  repair  shop  on  Root's  Island,  in  partnership  with 
Roswell  Attsins,  under  the  firm  name  oL  Winslow 
&  Attsins,  and  this  was  continued  until  i^Sj,  when 
]Mr.  Winslow  sold  out. 

Mr.  Winslow  now  began  the  study  of  law  under 
Senator  Xoble  E.  Pierce,  and  in  February,  1889, 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Hartford.  He  at  once 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  former  preceptor,  anil 
the  firm  of  Pierce  &  Winslow  were  very  prosperous 
until  .\ugust,  1893,  when  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, and  Mr.  Winslov,-  went  into  business  for 
himself,  in  Bristol,  where  he  has  since  had  a  phe- 
romenally  good  practice.  In  politics  ?.Ir.  Wins- 
low is  a  stanch  Repuljlican.  tic  v.-as  elected  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1889,  and  has  ever  since 
filled  that  office ;  lie  was  clerk  of  the  borough  of 
Bristol  for  two  years,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Republican  town  committee;  on  [March  21,  1895, 
he  was  appointed  assistant  prosecuting  attorney, 
by  Judge  Roger  S.  X'ewell,  when  the  r-ffice  was 
created,  and  retained  the  position  till  he  had  a 
stroke  of  apoplexy.  June  24,  1900.  Eraternally 
Mr.  Winslow  is  a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge, 
Xo.  56,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  a  past  worship- 
ful master. 

Mr.  \\'inslow  has  been  twice  married.  On  May 
3,  1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  [Miss  Clara 
Pomeroy,  of  Xew  Flaven,  who  was  born  in  1839, 
and  died  Oct.  24,  1875,  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren: Emma  Eliza,  born  Feb.  i,  iS6q,  now  teach- 
ing school  in  Hartford  :  and  John  Pomerov,  born 
Oct.  7,  1 87 1,  now  emi^loyed  by  the  Eagle  Lock 
Co.,  of  Tcrryville,  Litchfield  county.    The  second 
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marriage  of  Mr.  Winslow  took  place  April  8,  1S77, 
when  -\liss  l';>ihcr  Matthews,  of  Bristol,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Uaviil  .Matthews,  and  born  in  i^i30,  became 
his  wife.  Ihat.  Mr.  W  inslow  is  a  gentleman  who 
through  liis  innate  talents  has  risen  unaided  to  his 
present  eminent  jiosition  is  tuo  palpable  a  proposi- 
tion to  admit  of  discussiuii. 

SIDXEV  ELD  RIDGE  CLARKE,  who  has  been 
identified  with  the  legal  profession  in  Hartford  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  was  burn  Eeb.  16,  185 1,  in 
Peterboro,  X.  IL,  son  of  Eldridge  W.  and  Sarah 
P.  (^Chaniberlin  )  Clarke. 

Air.  Clarke  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  i'etcrboro,  later  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  the  Hart- 
ford Public  Pligh  School.  In  1881  he  graduated 
from  Yale  Law  School,  and  the  same  year  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  New  Haven  countv,  and  he 
began  practice  at  Hartford  Sept.  i,  1881,  having 
continued  there  ever  since  wiih  unvarying  success. 
j\Ir.  Clarke  has  been  quite  prominent  in  the  public 
affairs  of  the  city,  having  served  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Cotmcil  from  the  Fifth  ward  in  18S4,  as 
member  of  the  board  of  school  visitors  in  West 
Hartford  for  three  years,  and  from  18S4  to  1897 
as  member  of  that  board  in  Hartford,  being  sec- 
retary of  same  for  three  years.  His  services  have 
ever  been  characterized  by  the  highest  efficiency 
and  fidelity  to  duty. 

On  May  19,  1893,  ]Mr.  Clarke  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  !Niary  Aloore  Robinson,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  ^Margaret  (IMooreJ  Robinson,  of 
Middletown,  Conn.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Ar- 
thur Robinson,  born  Jtme  15,  1895.  Mr.  Clarke 
is  a  member  of  Wyllvs  Lodge,  Xo.  99,  F.  &  A.  ]\L, 
West  Hartford,  and  has  attained  the  thirty-second 
degree  in  the  Fraternity,  being  also  a  member  of  the 
jMystic  Shrine ;  he  also  united  with  Crescent  Lodge, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  Democratic  party. 

LUCIUS  H.  UTLEY.  For  over  one  hundred 
years  the  home  at  No.  55  Blue  Hills  avenue,  Hart- 
ford, has  been  occupied  by  the  Utley  family,  and 
there  the  head  of  the  present  family,  Lucius  H. 
Utley,  was  born  Sept.  25,  1828,  a  son  of  Henry 
Utley,  who  was  also  born  in  the  same  house.  The 
family  are  but  the  third  generation  from  the  founder 
in  this  section.  Joseph  Utley  came  here  from 
Rhode  Island  in  the  early  days ;  he  was  a  minister 
and  circuit  rider,  and  also  founded  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Albany,  X.  Y.,  to  which  place  he  rode 
for  services.  All  X'ew  England  knew  Elder  Utley, 
and  when  he  died  it  was  to  leave  to  his  family  an 
untarnished  reputation  and  the  memory  of  a  sainted 
life.  His  wife  was  Temperance  Horton,  a  native 
of  Gilead,  Conn.,  who  bore  him  three  children,  all 
long  since  deceased. 

Henry  Utley  was  a  tanner,  and  carried  on  busi- 


;  ness  for  many  years  in  a  large  tannery  that  stood 
I  on  the  old  homestead.    He  spent  his  entire  life  here, 
■  and  died,  in  1801,  in  a  house  adjoining  the  present 
I  one,  when  he  was  aged  si.\ty-six  years.    In  poli- 
i  tics  he  was  a  Republican.      He  married  Mary 
Baker,  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Parde  Baker,  who  came  from  Brooklyn  to 
flartford  in  1814,  and  purchased  a  farm  near  the 
!  Ltley  homestead,  also  engaging  as  a  brick  manti- 
facturer;  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Mrs. 
Mary    Baker j  Ltley  became  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living :    Lucy,  who 
married  Anson  Mill^,  of  Bloointield  ;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Charles  L.  Tutlle ;  and  Lucius  H.,  our  sub- 
ject.   The  mother  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.    Fleiirv  Ltley  and  his  family  were  all 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Lucius  H.  Utley  passed  his  early  years  at  home, 
and  received  such  preliminary  education  as  the  city 
schools  afforded,  later  attending  an  academy  at 
Buffalo.  On  his  rettirn  from  school  he  assisted  his 
father  in  fanning  until  the  latter's  death,  when 
our  subject  bought  out  the  other  heirs,  and  now 
owns  the  entire  homestead,  consisting  of  sixty-five 
acres.  He  raises  quite  a  large  quantitv  of  tobacco, 
and  is  now  running  a  retail  milk  route,  keeping 
thirty-five  cows,  for  the  most  part  Jerseys.  For  a 
ntimber  of  years  he  engaged  in  buying  cattle  through, 
the  Xew  England  States,  and  has  in  every  way 
proven  himself  a  fine  business  man,  meeting  with 
good  success  in  every  line  he  has  undertaken. 
In  1854  ]\Ir.  Utley  was  united  in  marriage  with 
j  INIiss  Sarah  J.  House,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  a  daugh- 
j  ter  of  Truman  B.  and  Sarah  (Hubbard)  House,  the 
fonner  of  whom  was  a  carpenter,  and  when 
Mrs.  Utley  was  a  child  brought  his  family  from 
Glastonbury  to  Hartford,  where  he  learned  his 
trade ;  he  then  located  in  Westfield,  IMass.,  later 
returning  to  Hartford.  His  death  occurred  in  X'ew 
Britain  in  1875,  when  he  was  aged  sixty-eight  years. 
In  every  respect  he  was  a  self-made  man,  and  his 
fortune,  which  at  the  beginning  of  his  career  was 
but  fifty  cents,  at  its  close  was  $40,000.  Sarah 
(Hubbard)  House  was  a  native  of  Glastonbury,  a 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Anna  (Stratton)  Hubbard,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a  son  of  Jonathan  Hubbard, 
an  early  settler  of  Glastonbury,  and  was  a  cabinet 
maker  by  trade.  ]\Irs.  Anna  (Stratton)  Hubbard 
was  a  native  of  Glastonbury,  and  became  the  mother 
of  six  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Utley  have  become  the  parents 
of  four  children,  as  follow'S :  Charles  H.,  a  farmer, 
married  Lilly  Blake,  and  has  three  children,  Maud, 
Lucius  and  Blake ;  Martin  T.  is  at  home  with  his 
father;  Herbert  S.,  at  home,  has  charge  of  the  milk 
route ;  Mary  L.  was  educated  in  the  Connecticut 
schools  and  in  Flatfield  Female  Seminary,  in  which 
latter  institution  she  remained  five  years,  and  is 
a  highly  cultured  young  lady.  In  politics  Mr.  Utley 
is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  all  progressive  movements. 
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CHARLES  K.  ulLllERT,  assistant  secretary  of  ! 
tin.  .Vl;ii;i  I'iie"  lii>urance  Co.,  of  Hartford,  is  de-  ' 
Liuicd  iroin  an  old  Connecticut  family.  ; 

(li    luna'.liati  Gilbert,  a  remote  ancestor,  was 
a  citizvii  of  Hartford  in  1645,  'TI'-I  '^i'-'J  there  in 
H-ivJ.  at  the  aj;e  of  sixty-four.    He  was  a  leader  1 
on  occasions  of  danL;cr  and  impririance ;  was  at  \ 
varK'US  times  collector  of  the  customs,  marshal  of 
the  ci.>iOny,  representative  in  the  General  Court,  and  ; 
iicL,''otiator  with  troublesome  Indians.     His  tomb-  | 
stone  now  stands  in  the  rear  of  the  Center  Congre- 
ijational  church  in  Hartford. 

(H  I  Sanuiel  Gilbert  (i),  son  of  Jonathan,  was 
one  of  the  proprietors  to  whom  patents  were  grant-  > 
cd  on  the  organization  of  the  town  of  Colchester,  ; 
about  I (--98,  and  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life  there,  ! 
dying  in  1733. 

(HI)    Samuel  Gilbert  (2),  son  of  the  above, 
settled  in  Gilead,  Conn.,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Society's  committee  of  that  parish  at  its  organiza-  ! 
tion,  in  1748.  j 
Samuel  Gilbert  (3)  also  lived  in  Gilead,  ■ 
Conn.      He   held   a  number  of   military  offices,  ; 
among  others  being  captain  of  a  company  in  the  ] 
3rd  Regiment,  raised  to  go  against  Crown  Point  in  | 
1755.    He  died  in  1774,  and  is  said  to  have  left  an 
estate  worth  £6,ooo. 

(V)  Samuel  Gilbert  (4)  Wbs  a  resident  of 
Hebron,  Conn.  He  was  lieittenaiir  in  tiie  12th  Con- 
necticut Regiment  in  1775,  was  Judge  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  deputy  to  the  General  Assembly  during  four 
sessions  of  that  body. 

(VI)  Peyton  Randolph  Gilbert,  son  of  Samuel  j 
(4),  resided  in  Gilead,  where  he  was  a  farir.er  by  j 
occupation.    He  served  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  in  the  State  Senate. 

(VII)  Edwin  Randolph  Gilbert,  eldest  son  of 
Peyton  R.,  was  born  Feb.  10,  1S08,  in  Gilead^  town 
of  Hebron,  and  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  the  ^london  (Mass.)  Academy. 
He  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1S29,  and  from 
Yale  Theological  Seminary  in  1832,  immediately 
becoming  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
the  town  of  W'allingford,  Conn.,  and  retaining  that  | 
office  forty-one  years. 

(\"III)  Charles  E.  Gilbert,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  Nov.  8,  1836.  in  the  town 
of  Wallingford,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  that  town  and  at  Farmington,  Conn.  At 
an  early  age  he  entered  the  store  of  Joseph  Langdon, 
in  Hartford,  as  clerk.  Later  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  Xew  York,  being  employed  in  a  wholesale 
dry-goods  house.  Returning  to  Connecticut,  he 
was  in  1864  ^ncl  1865  occupied  in  the  office  of  the 
United  States  military  commandant  and  chief  mus- 
tering officer  for  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island.  In 
18GS  he  was  appointed  cashier  of  the  ^'Etna  Life 
Insurance  Co.  of  Hartford;  later  was  made  assist- 
ant secretary,  and  has  ever  since  performed  the  du- 
ties of  that  office.    His  political  affiliations  are  with 


the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
State  militia  and  of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard, 
and  has  served  as  adjutant  of  the  latter.  He  mar- 
rietl  X'irginia  E.,  daughter  of  Aaron  G.  Crane,  a 
n;erchant  of  Xew  York  City.  Their  chiklrcn  are: 
Albert  \\"aldron,  an  electrician  and  mechanical  en- 
gineer, now  superintendent  of  construction  in  the 
employ  of  the  Electric  X'ehicle  Co.  of  Xew  York ; 
Edwin  Randolph,  general  manager  of  the  Chicago 
Electric  Traction  Co. ;  and  C.  Allan,  a  prominent 
illustrator,  residing  in  X'ew  York  City. 

MARCEXA  HITCHCOCK,  who  departed  this 
life  Jan.  18,  1900,  left  behind  him  a  record  for  use- 
fulness and  progressiveness  second  to  none  in  the 
county. 

!Mr.  Hitchcock  was  born  June  19,  1832,  in  Leb- 
anon, X.  Y.,  of  an  old  X^ew  England  family,  which 
originated  with  three  brothers  who  came  from  Eng- 
land in  early  times,  settling  in  ^Massachusetts. 
Joseph  Hitchcock,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  ^ilassachusetts,  whence  he  moved  to  X'ew 
York,  becoming  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Leb- 
anon, 'where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
Samuel  Hitchcock",  father  of  ^larcena,  was  born  in 
Lebanon,  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  died  in 
Madison,  X.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
By  his  wife,  Prudence  (Groves),  he  had  three  chil- 
dren, only  one  of  whom  is  now  living — Joseph  W., 
of  Lebanon.  The  mother  of  these  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years. 

]Marcena  Hitchcock,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  passed  his  earlier  years  in  X'ew  York  State, 
receiving  his  education  at  the  common  schools,  and 
being  a  natural-born  mechanic,  he  decided  to  make 
that  trade  his  life  work.  Accordingly,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  he  went  to  L'tica,  X.  Y.,  and  there 
worked  as  a  machinist  five  years ;  thence  moved  to 
Philadelphia,  and  for  a  time  was  employed  in  the 
Sharp  &  Hankins  Armory.  In  1866  he  came  to 
Hartford,  and  here  followed  his  trade  in  the  Weed 
Sewing  ^^lachine  Works,  later,  for  the  long  period 
of  eighteen  years,  being  with  the  Pope  ]Manitfac- 
turing  Co.,  and  ranking  among  the  oldest  of  the 
■"contractors"  with  that  firm.  He  was  afterwards 
v\ith  Henry  Billings.  In  1883  was  organized  the 
Billings  &  Hitchcock  Knit  Goods  business,  in  Hart- 
ford, jMr.  Billings,  however,  soon  afterward  selling 
out  to  !Mr.  Curtiss,  the  firm  name  then  becoming 
the  Hitchcock  &  Curtiss  Co..  with  Mr.  Hitchcock 
a.'^  president,  which  position  he  was  holdinj;  at  the 
time  of  his  decease.  Death  claimed  him  at  the 
very  height  of  his  prosperity,  and  after  he  had  seen 
the  industry  grow  from  its  infancy,  employing  a 
couple  of  girls,  to  its  present  magnitude,  equipped 
with  modern  machinerv,  and  giving  employment 
to  some  sixtv  hands.  The  product  of  the  factory, 
woolen  and  stockinet  goods,  was  steadily  increased, 
mainly  by  Mr.  Hitchcock's  capable  management, 
skill,  and  perseverance.  His  widow  now  holds 
stock  in  the  factory.    He  was,  without  exception, 
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the  oldest  ami  most  successful  machinist  in  tlie 
city,  and  his  place  will  be  hard  to  fill,  lie  built  tlie 
residence  still  occu])ied  by  Mrs.  Hitchcock,  als<j  the 
factory  near  by,  on  Uroad  street.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Republican,  but  invariably  declined  office  of  anv 
nature.  Socially  he  was  a  member  of  the  Kniylus 
of  Tythias. 

In  1858  Marcena  Hitchcock  was  married  to  Julia 
E.  Read,  born  in  Xew  York  State,  a  daughter  of 
George  B.  and  Mary  Jane  (West)  Read  I  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Jewett  Cit\-,  Conn.),  and  grand- 
daughter of  James  Read,  who  was  a  cotton  manu- 
facturer at  I.eban'in.  X.  Y..  tb.ere  operating  a  col- 
ton  mill  for  some  years.  From  Lebanon  James 
Read  removed  to  Xew  Hartford,  X.  Y.,  where  he 
passed  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  in  1S66,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years,  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  He  married  Eunice 
Bunce,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children.  She  died 
in  1866,  a  member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  while 
her  husband  was  a  Baptist. 

George  B.  Read,  father  of  Mrs.  Hitchcock,  in 
early  life  moved  from  Lebanon  to  X'ew  Hartford, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  attended  a  private  school.  By 
trade  he  was  a  mechanic,  which  he  followed  for  a 
long  time  in  L'tica,  X'.  Y.,  being  an  expert  in  rifling 
guns.  He  died  at  Jefferson.  X.  Y..  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  In  1836  he  married  IMary  Jane 
West,  who  was  born  in  Rome,  X.  Y..  Jan.  31,  1S16, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  West,  a  native  of  IMassachu- 
setts,  but  who  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
Rome,  X\  Y.,  as  an  agriculturist.  He  married 
Marv  Hawley.  a  native  of  \'ermont,  and  by  her  had 
six  children,  three  of  wdiom  are  living:  ^lary  Jane 
(Mrs.  G.  B.  Read),  Benjamin  and  Phcebe.  The 
mother  of  these  died  at  Black  River,  X.  Y..  at  the 
patriarchal  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  At  one  time 
there  were  two  representatives  of  five  generations 
of  this  family  living.  To  'Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  George  B. 
Read  were  born  five  children,  all  yet  living,  as  is 
also  the  mother. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  ^ilarcena  Hitchcock  became  the 
parents  of  two  children  :  (  i  )  Lewis  D.  is  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal..  in  the  employ  of  a  typewriter  syn- 
dicate; he  married  ^L  A.  I3arr.  (2)  Alice  is  the 
wife  of  Harry  F.  Orcott,  a  civil  engineer,  at  pres- 
ent residing  in  London,  England ;  they  have  two 
children,  Arthur  H.  and  ?^Iarcena.  Mr.  Hitchcock 
always  attended  the  Universalist  Church,  which 
his  family  also  attend. 

REV.  EDWARD  PAYSOX  HAAQIOXD.  M. 
A.,  the  evangelist  of  Hartford,  who  has  preached 
to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  i)cople  in  this  and 
foreign  lands,  and  through  whose  words  thousands 
have  been  led  to  a  better  life,  probably  to-day  has 
no  superior  in  the  art  of  reaching  soul^  and  bring- 
ing them  to  Christ. 

Born  Sept.  t.  1831,  in  Ellington.  Tolland  Co., 
Conn.,  son  of  Elijah  and  Esther  1  Griswold  |  Ham- 
mond, the  evangelist  has  descended  from  a  sturdy 


Xew  Engkuul  ancestry  of  the  i'urilan  type,  through 
whose  veins  coursed  some  of  the  best  blood  that 
came  to  the  colonies.  Tlinma^  Hammond,  the  first 
American  ancestor  of  the  family,  came  to  this  Coun- 
try, leicating  at  llingliam,  .Mass.,  in  1035;  while 
Lieorge  Gri>wo!(i,  irum  whom  the  evangelist  de- 
scended on  his  mother's  side,  came  from  Keml- 
worth,  Warwickshire.  England,  in  the  earlv  set- 
tlement of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  became 
the  progenitor  of  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  Xew  England,  among  them  being  .Matthew 
Griswold,  goverrior  of  Connecticut  from  17.S4  to 
ijSo:  and  Roger  liriswold,  governor  of  the  .State 
in  181 1,  who  died  in  office. 

At  the  age  of  seven  years  young  Hammond  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  the  town  of  X'ernon,  Conn., 
they  having  remo\  ed  thither  at  the  tiiue,  and  there 
he  made  his  home  until  some  years  ago,  when  he 
settled  in  Hartford,  in  wliicli  city  he  and  his  wife 
are  now  passmg  the  evening  of  life.  Mv.  Han.i- 
mond  passed  the  years  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
among  the  hills  of  X'ernon.  He  attended  school  in 
Southington,  where  he  was  converted  in  answer  to 
the  prayers  of  his  God-fearing  parents.  Later  he 
completed  his  academic  preparation  in  Pliillip's 
Academy,  at  Andover,  r\Iass.  Immediately  after  his 
conversion  he  began  active  etTorts  to  win  souis  for 
the  blaster,  holding  meetings  with  other  students 
in  the  neighboring  villages.  In  1854  he  entered 
Williams  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1858.  During  his  college  course,  and  without 
neglecting  his  studies,  he  seemed  to  have  but  one 
end  in  view,  that  of  saving  souls,  and  bent  ail  the 
force  of  his  nature  in  that  direction.  I-'ollowing 
his  graduation  he  entered  Enion  Theological  Sem- 
inary, at  X'ew  York.  In  1S59  he  went  abroad,  ex- 
pecting to  be  gone  a  few  months  only,  but  an  over- 
ruling Providence  directed  him  to  the  Free  Church 
College  at  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  wdiither  he  went 
for  sttidy.  There  his  desire  for  spiritual  v.-ork  was 
irrepressible,  and  he  was  sent  bv  Dr.  L.  ^V.  Alex- 
ander to  3ilusseiburgh  to  labor  with  that  people, 
the  Doctor  saying  in  substance  as  he  went,  "if  vou 
can  save  this  church  you  can  succeed  anywhere.'' 
He  introduced  American  melodies  and  inquiry  meet- 
ings, among  both  children  and  adults,  as  he  preached 
the  uplifted  Christ.  The  blessings  attending  his 
work  were  marvelous.  Fie  was  approved  and 
sought  after  by  such  emiiient  men  as  Rev.  William 
Arnot,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  Horatius  Boner,  D.  D..  the 
former  saying  of  him.  "I  should  fear  to  offend 
the  Lord  if  I  did  not  acknowledge  his  servant." 

After  addressing  immense  multitudes,  conduct- 
ing evangelistic  v.ork  in  Scotland,  and  preaching 
through  an  inter])reter  in  Italy,  Mr.  Hammond  re- 
turned, after  an  absence  of  two  years,  to  America. 
The  fame  of  God's  blessings  upon  his  labors  in 
Scotland  preceded  him,  as  he  began  evangelistic 
work  in  Boston  in  Sei)tember,  i86r.  after  which 
came  invitations  from  Portland,  Alaine,  and  other 
X'ew  England  points.     He  accomplished  a  great: 
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work  ill  l  .o\vi>ton.  which  extended  to  Tlowdoin  Col- 
lecc.  l:i  i!^''-  -^l'"-  Haiiinioiul  lal)ored  with  oreat 
rv-uUs  ill  Caiuula,  aildressing  aiuhences  oi  three 
lh».u>aiul  in  Montreal.  He  also  visited  Xew  N'ork  | 
C'ilv,  si><akitii;  in  Dr.  Hatlield"s  Church,  aniunc^  the 
converts  hein;^  a  sportin;:^  man  who  became  a  power 
in  reac'nini;'  and  inlUiencing-  men  of  his  own  class. 
Ir,  the  vear  iSo^  Mr.  Hammond  was  ordained  as  an 
cvanijelist  hv  the  Presbytery  of  Xew  York,  and 
witii  that  bodv  he  has  ever  since  hccn  connected. 
I'roin  this  time  on  through  the  "sixties  he  labored 
with  great  earnestness  all  over  this  country.  At  the 
invitation  of  Drs.  Theodore  Cuyler  and  Buddington, 
of  r.rooklvn,  he  conducted  meetings  in  that  city  for 
a  period  of  four  w"eeks,  holding  three  meetings 
dailv,  and  with  much  blessing.  As  a  result  of  his 
meetings  in  Utica  and  Rochester.  X.  Y.,  six  hun- 
dred were  converted  in  the-  former,  and  a  thousand 
from  the  Sabbath-school  alone  added  to  the  churches 
in  the  latter,  Dr.  Shaw  regarding  the  work  as  the 
greatest  that  city  had  ever  enjoyed.  ]Mr.  Ham- 
mond held  meetings  in  Boston,  at  Atiburn.  Law- 
rence and  Bridgeport,  winning  many  souls  in  each 
place.  In  Xewark,  X.  J.,  in  1864,  that  city,  as  the 
result  of  his  efforts,  witnessed  its  greatest  revival, 
upward  of  1.300  having  been  added  to  the  churches 
from  the  Sabbath-schools.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
the  hymn  "Jesus  of  Xazareth  Passeth  By,"'  which 
is  descriptive  of  the  scene  then  witnessed,  was 
composed  by  ^[iss  Campbell.  This  same  year  his 
labors  in  Buffalo,  Chicago  and  St.  Paul  were 
crowned  with  conversions,  and  in  Chicago  ^Jr. 
Hammond  and  Mr.  Moody  worked  together.  Again 
in  1S65  he  had  much  blessing  in  X'ew  Jersey  towns. 
That  same  year  he  was  in  Detroit  and  Ann  Arbor, 
and  during  a  stay  of  ten  wrecks  in  Philadelphia, 
where  at  times  the  Academy  of  ]^Iusic  was  rented 
at  an  expense  of  S175  per  night,  several  thousand 
souls  were  added  to  the  churches.  He  also  did 
good  work  that  year  in  Binghamton  and  Elmira, 
Xew  York. 

Early  in  1S66  Mr.  Hammond  conducted  meet- 
ings at  Towanda,  Penn.,  Corning  and  Hornellsville, 
X.  Y.  At  Erie,  in  that  year,  many  united  with 
the  churches.  Peoria,  111.,  it  was  estimated,  re- 
ceived a  thousand  converts,  and  Springfield  and 
vicinity  three  thousand,  as  the  result  of  ]\Ir.  Ham- 
mond's efforts.  Among  these,  at  Peoria,  were 
thirty-seven  out  of  sixty-three  inmates  of  the  jail. 
As  a  result  of  his  preaching  for  one  week  at  Girard, 
Penn..  the  membership  of  the  churches  was  doubled. 

After  his  marriage,  in  I\Iay,  1866,  to  ]\Iis5  Eliza 
Overton,  of  Towanda,  Penn.,  ]\Ir.  Hammond  went 
abrr'ad  with  his  wife,  visiting,  among  other  places 
o»  interest,  Palestine,  Egypt,  anfi  the  scenes  of  his 
earlier  triumphs  in  Scotland.  "Air.  3i[oody,  then 
paying  his  first  visit  to  London,  stated  that  he  be- 
lieved nnt  less  than  fifty  thousand  had  been  adrled 
to  the  churches  in  the  United  States  up  to  that 
time — 1867 — through  the  instrumentality  of  Mr. 
Hammond."  In  1868  Gen.  Booth  ascrib'ed  to  Mr. 
21 


Hammond  the  inlluence  by  which  he  was  induced 
to  enter  u]ion  his  great  career,  and  many  ministers 
h.ave  given  him  the  credit  of  havuig  hnl  them  into 
the  ministry.  J-lar'y  in  i8<h)  Mr.  Hammond  re- 
turned to  America,  and  for  a  second  time  lal^ored 
in  Rochester,  where  there  were  several  thousand 
converts.  Later  he  passed  four  weeks  in  Indianap- 
olis,  and  six  in  Cincinnati,  the  result  of  his  labors 
in  the  latter  city  and  vicinity  being  estimated  at 
five  thousand  converts.  Following  this,  in  1870  and 
1S71,  Evansville,  Ind.,  Milwaukee,  Wis..  Provi- 
dence, R.  I..  Brooklyn,  X'.  Y..  Xewark,  X.  J..  Leav- 
enworth. Lawrence,  Topeka,  Atchison  and  other 
Kansas  towns,  were  the  scenes  of  his  labors,  and 
large  additions  to  the  churches  followed.  After 
a  great  work  in  1874  in  St.  Louis^he,  with  twenty- 
one  workers,  made  a  trip  to  Galveston  and  otlier 
points  in  Texas  and  the  Indian  Territory.  He 
went  a  second  time  to  the  Pacific  coast  in  1874-75, 
and  his  labors  through  California  and  Washington 
Territory  were  attended  with  a  i^reat  outpouring  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  His  travels  extended  into  British 
Columbia  and  Alaska.  In  the  great  Western  cam- 
paign of  those  years  from  seven  thousand  to  nine 
thousand  united  with  the  churches. 

Returning  to  the  East,  !Mr.  Hammond  labored 
with  great  results  in  W^ashington,  D.  C.  in  1875,. 
and  also  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  and  through  the 
Cumberlan.d  \"alley.  The  principal  scenes  of  his 
labors  in  1877  and  1878  were  Yonkers  and  Roches- 
ter, X'.  Y.  (third  time),  Parkersburg,  W.  \'a.,, 
Alarietta,  Zanesville,  Columbus  and  Delaware,  Ohio, 
and  Joplin,  ]Mo.  In  1879  he  visited  and  did  good 
work  in  Allegheny,  Edinboro,  Cambridge  and  South 
Pittsburg.  In  1881  he  visited  the  South,  including- 
the  cities  of  X'ashville  and  Memphis,  Tenn.  He 
labored  in  Cambridgeport,  Boston,  }i[iddleboro  and 
X'ewark  (third  time),  in  Brooklyn  Tabernacle  (X^. 
Y.) ,  and  in  the  Bermuda  Islands.  In  1883  he  passed 
much  time  in  Philadelphia,  X"ev/  Jersey,  and  west- 
ern X'ew  York. 

The  foregoing  summarv  of  the  record  of  Evan- 
gelist Hammond  is  condensed  from  "The  Reaper 
and  The  Harvest,"  550  pages,  edited  bv  Rev.  P.  C. 
Hadley,  which  includes  the  record  from  1862  to 
1877  given  by  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  L.  Thompson,  of 
Xew  York. 

During  the  winter  of  1890-91  ]Mr.  Hammond 
did  evangelistic  work  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  the 
previous  winter  he  was  in  the  mining  districts  of 
Colorado — two  fields  in  as  strong  a  contrast  as  can 
well  be  imagined,  but  neither  without  a  harvest. 
He  has  been  abroad  three  different  times — alto- 
gether seven  and  a  half  years — and  through  the  in- 
fluence of  his  work  in  London,  in  which  citv  he 
passed  sixteen  \vceks  in  1867,  the  "Children's  Spe- 
cial Service  [Mission"  was  inaugurated,  v.'hich  So- 
ciety now  publishes  books  and  leaflets  in  fiftv  dif- 
ferent languages.  He  held  meetings  in  Xorway 
and  Sweden,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Hammond  were  in- 
vited by  Queen  Sophia  to  her  palace. 
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I'rom  the  writings  oi  Dr.  C.  E.  Babh,  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  Herald  and  Presbyter,  is  extracted 
the  follow iii!^ :    "W  liile  a  stiulent  at  Echnbur^h  he 
was  invitetl  to  hoKl  iiieetini;>  in  a  vacant  ciiurch 
six  miles  distant.    Jlere  he  labored  so  earnestlv  and 
wisely  that  there  was  a  j^reat  reliQ:ious  awakenini;; 
hundreds  were  convertetl;  ministers  in  Kdinburq;h, 
Glasgow,  Abertleen  and  other  cities  heard  of  this 
revival :  they  recognized  in  the  youthful  evangelist 
a  man  called  of  God  to  a  special  work :  they  in- 
vited him  to  their  jiulpits ;  tliousands  and  tens  of 
thousaiids  who  never  entered  t!ie  churches  were 
drawn  to  these  meetings,  and  manv  e'.f  ib.c.n  be- 
came Christians.    After  laboring  thus  two  years  in 
Scotland,    going   only    where    the    ministers  and 
churches  invited  him,  not  sotting  himself  u;i  as 
a  leader,  but  yielding  to  the  urgencv  of  the  ablest 
and  best  men  of  the  land,  that  he  should  use  the 
gifts  with  which  God  had  endowed  him,  he  re- 
turned   to  his  native  land.    He  did  not  announce 
liimself  as  an  evangelist,  or  seek  conspicuous  tields 
<of  labor ;  but  accepted  first  the  invitations  that  came 
to  him  to  aid  ministers  in  hard  and  comparatively 
■obscure  localities.    God  was  always  with  him,  as 
in  Scotland.   Wherever  he  went  the  people  thronged 
lo  hear  him,  and  multitudes  were  brought  to  Christ. 
After  five  years  of  evangelistic  labor  in  Xew  Eng- 
land and  the  far  West  Air.  Hammond  again  went 
abroad.    He  spent  many  months  holding  meetings 
in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  on  the  Con- 
tinent.   He  preached  daily  for  sixteen  weeks  in 
London  to   large  audiences,  part  of   the  time  in 
Spurgeon's  tabernacle,  which  was  full  night  after 
night. 

"Since  Air.  Hammond's  return  from  Europe 
the  second  time,  he  has  held  meetings  in  towns  and 
cities  from  Minneapolis,  in  Alinnesota,  to  Galves- 
ton, Texas,  and  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  to 
Denver.  He  has  gone  to  none  of  these  places  with- 
out special  invitation.  Wherever  he  has  been  the 
various  evangelical  churches  have  been  drawn  to- 
gether in  brotherlv  love  and  cordial  co-operation. 
In  everv  place  there  have  been  conversions,  not  only 
of  the  children,  but  of  men  and  women,  not  a  few 
of  whom  had  previously  been  notoriously  wicked. 
The  converts,  with  fev/  exceptions,  are  faithful  and 
useful  members  of  the  churches.  One  of  the  most 
successful  of  Mr.  Hammond's  meetings  was  that 
in  St.  Louis.  The  largest  halls  in  the  city  were 
crowded  day  after  day,  and  one  of  the  pastors  has 
recentlv  stated  that  over  five  thousand  persons  were 
added  to  the  churches  of  St.  Louis  as  the  result  of 
these  special  services." 

The  late  Dr.  Goodell,  in  sjicaking  of  the  work 
in  St.  Louis,  said:  "Over  two  hundred  union 
meetings  have  been  held,  those  in  the  morning  al- 
wavs  crowded,  as  well  as  those  in  the  evening. 
From  the  first  the  work  has  continued  silent,  deep 
and  powerful,  and  entirely  free  from  any  excess. 
The  praver  of  yesterday  is  answered  to-day.  The 
doctrines  of  the  cross 'are  uttered,  and  straight- 


way the  .^oul  cries  out,  "What  shall  I  do  to  be 
I  saved ."' 

j  '"A  business  man  is  stnjngly  entrenched  in  world- 
\  liness  to-day:  tonmrrow  he  says.  "Sir.  we  would 
sec  Jesus;"  and  the  next  day  he  has  sought  his 
neighbor.  All  past  enmitv  is  reconciled,  and  they 
are  kneeling  together  at  the  foot  of  the  cross.  How 
soon  God,  by  liis  jxnvcr,  can  change  the  whole 
luoral  aspect  of  a  comnuniity,  and  direct  into  new 
cliannels  the  currents  of  thought  and  feeling  and 
activity !  Every  Christian  here  feels  that  surpris- 
ing advance,  which  nnist  be  permanent,  has  been 
made  in  the  spiritual  tone  of  this  city.  1  was  pres- 
ent at  the  great  Opera  House  last  night,  and  saw 
the  four  thousand,  five  hundred  people  gathered 
there  listening  with  rapt  and  tearful  interest,  hour 
after  hour,  to  the  plainest  Gospel  truths  from  the 
lips  of  Air.  Hammond,  whom  God  has  made  a 
pillar  of  light  and  power  in  all  this  work." 

Of  the  first  four  of  his  nine  weeks  in  San  Fran- 
cisco Air.  Crosby,  a  fellow  townsman,  thus  wrote 
to  the  Rockvillc  (Con;!.)  Journal:  "I  suppose  I 
shall  not  exceed  the  truth  in  stating  that  since  ar- 
riving in  San  Francisco  Air.  Hammond  has  held 
one  hundred  services,  and  spoken  to  fully  one  hun- 
dred thousand  people.  I  am  not  informed  of  the 
number  of  conversions,  but  know  they  reach  into 
the  thousands,  and  include  among  tne  number  Jews, 
infidels,  heathens,  harlots,  backsliders,  business  men, 
California  street  brokers,  and  children  in  large 
numbers,  and,  judging  from  the  tone  of  the  papers, 
some  of  the  reporters  must  have  been  somewhat 
softened,  if  not  changed.  In  fact,  it  has  been  a 
general  revival  of  religion  among  all  classes  and 
conditions  of  men.  Air.  Hammond  has  been  blessed 
abundantly,  and  he  gives  the  whole  glory  to  Christ ; 
this  seems  to  be  his  prevailing  thought,  'Jcsus  does 
it  all.'" 

Rev.  I.  Hathaway,  D.  D.,  of  Xew  York,  a 
conservative  minister  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
at  a  meeting  in  Jersey  City,  in  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Scud- 
der's  church,  said  that  he  believed  that  Air.  Flaiu- 
mond  had,  during  his  long  career  as  an  evangelist, 
been  the  agent  under  God  of  leading  more  sou'.s  to 
Christ  than  any  other  person  now  present  on  the 
face  of  the  globe.  "I  say  this."  he  repeated,  "de- 
liberately, and,  I  believe,  intelligently,  not  except- 
ing Air.  Aloody  or  any  evangelist,  and  if  you  will 
fall  in  with  his  plans,  and  support  him  with  your 
prayers  and  efforts,  you  may  have  a  rich  blessing 
from  God  here." 

From  his  comfortable  home,  in  the  beautiful 
citv  of  Hartford,  Evangelist  Hammond  still  goes 
forth  with  abiding  strength  on  his  soul-saving  mis- 
sion. He  visited  Charleston.  S.  C.  early  in  the 
year  1900,  and  from  the  Xezi's  and  Courier  of  that 
city  the  following  estimate  of  the  elements  of  his 
success  are  taken : 

His  place  as  a  preacher.  Thf  cross  of  Christ  is  most 
distinctly  outlined  in  his  own  mind,  and  is,  therefore.  vi\'i(lly 
presented  to  his  hearers.    The  substance  of  his  sermons  is 
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mm  t!irom;li  sin  ami  (irosciit  full  rcih-inption  thnniLrli  Christ, 
wh'iM'.i-^  ••  wiuiiuii  it  lor  our  ir;insL,'ri-ssio!is  aiul  l)ruiSf(l  tor 
».ur  miiiuitics.  "  'I'lio  subslilution  ot  Clirist  m  rliif  sipiilt's 
iii.K*'.  the  lull  siitistaction  lu  Divuk-  justice,  the  full  justrli- 
c.iti"ti  ol  ilic  sinner  in  God's  slight  on  account  of  tlu'  Savior's 
u.^r'K,  an>l  the  lH-lic\fr's  priviletre  to  live  ever  in  tin-  H;jht  ot 
<.<«n>>."i<'U»  acceptance  with  God,  an.'  the  nou  s  tiiai  lu'  is 
never  weary  of  rmgin;,'  in  the  people's  ears.  H;s  puwers  of 
lliu^tra^lon  are  remarkable.  lie  is  eminently  successful  in 
I  II  iLiriiii:  before  his  audience  whatever  scene  he  is  tryini:  to 
i!!;;  rrss  on  their  minds.  The  attention  of  children,  th^  re- 
liire,  ne\  er  tlatxs,  and  his  intluence  o\  er  then,  ihrouijh  vivid 
liictuntiL;  of  llie  plan  of  salvation,  has  bee.i  i^reatly  blessed 
alike  to  their  instruction  and  salvation.  The  criticism  that 
niiLrht  be  founded  on  his  too  great  urgency  in  bringing  children 
■  .jTi  aniioiincenu  nt  of  a  liecision  iov  Christ  is  largely  sluirn  of 
jts  strength  by  the  fact  that  he  is  as  careful  to  i;;ake  iheni  in- 
telligent as  he  is  to  make  them  decided.  He  gives  thein  a 
reasiin  for  the  hope  tha:  he  would  have  them  entertain.  It 
IS  his  custom  in  sep.irating  the  young  converts  from  the 
audience  to  have  the  [lastors  examine  them  as  to  the  grounds 
<if  their  faith  in  Christ.  Brief  as  this  examination  must  tie, 
he  sniemnly  and  distinctly  urges  that  it  is  to  be  pointedly 
made,  and  as  clearly  warns  the  children  against  the  profes- 
sion of  a  love  for  Christ  for  which  they  cannot  give  some 
simple  and  Scri[)tural  reason.  His  preaching,  then,  whether 
tociiildren  or  adults,  consists  in  a  clear,  well -dehned  and 
well-illustrated  staten-.ent  of  the  central  doctrine  of  the 
cross.  His  system  of  truth  is  cast  in  Biblical  rather  than 
technical  or  theological  forms.  The  personality  of  Jesus; 
the  Fatherhood  of  God,  calling  for  conrldence  and  filial  love; 
the  joyfulness  of  Christ's  service,  and  the  certainty  of  its 
rewards  in  a  real  Heaven  of  endless  progress  and  endless 
wijrk — these  truths  come  from  his  lips  with  the  freshness 
and  force  which  only  a  deep  conviction  of  them  can  give 
His  manner  of  preaching  is  in  harmony  with  the  matter  tjf 
it.  Buoyant,  almost  boyish,  with  a  certain  physical  exuber- 
ance, with  a  fine  commingling  of  joyfulness  and  seriousness, 
he  commends  his  religion  as  somctiiing  that  will  give  relish 
to  this  life  as  well  as  blessedness  to  the  next.  He  is  no 
ascetic,  removed  from  the  people  and  shading  their  thouLrhts 
with  pictures  of  religious  gloom.  He  brings  a  dash  of  Chris- 
tian sunlight  and  a  breath  of  free  Christian  courage  and 
hope  with  every  sermon.  Add  to  this  his  earnestness,  whicn 
never  weakens;  his  directness  of  purpose,  which  never 
swerves,  and  he  is  before  us  as  an  evangelist  a  iar^e  measure 
of  whose  success  IS  in  his  loyalty  to  the  truth,  his  sense  of  its 
power,  his  wisdom  in  presenting  it,  and  his  e.irncstness  in 
enforcing  it  as  the  very  word  of  God  — the  charter  of  Chris- 
tian lif)erty  and  the  guide  to  a  happy  Chiristian  life  and 
work. 

Another  element  of  success  is  in  his  generalship.  He 
has  singular  tact  in  setting  people  to  work.  .Many  of  our 
later  evangelists  are  gifted  in  this  direction.  Indeed,  the 
S[)int  of  the  time  points  to  this  as  one  of  the  coming  meth- 
ods. It  was  announced  by  Wesley  long  a?o:  "All  at  it  and 
always  at  it."  It  was  announced  by  Paul  much  longer  ago 
in  his  appeals  to  personal  devotion.  All  great  evangelists 
are  enthusiasts.  Mr.  Hammond  owes  much  to  a  natural  en- 
thusiasm of  mind.  In  any  calling  he  would  have  been  ardent, 
impulsive,  enthusiastic.  This  state  of  mind,  sanctitied  by 
grace,  becomes  mighty  in  religion.  Itdiscounts  or  deni-^s  dis- 
couragements, it  transfigures  hope,  and  in  its  beautiful  light 
turns  it  into  success.  It  bridges  streams  and  levels  moun- 
tains and  batters  down  wails.  It  enables  man  to  make  the 
most  of  himself,  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  the  most  of 
the  grace  of  God.  It  pictures  above  the  ciouds  the  ideal 
result  of  the  battle  begun  below.    *    *  * 

Mr.  Hammond  lias  written  probably  a  Imndred 
books  and  tracts,  among  tbem  being :  Tbe  "Con- 
version of  Children,"  Jesus  the  Way,  Skx-tches  of 
Palestine,  The  Better  Life  and  HoW  to  Find  It, 
l^oger's  Travels,  "Stories  for  Chi!ch-en,"  "Gems  of 
Praise,"  etc. 

The  following,  from  Rev.  F.  P..  Myer,  pastor 
of  Christ  Church,  London,  was  published  in  the 


"London  Christian."  lie  was  the  successor  of  Dr. 
Newman  Hall. 

When  a  young  clerk  in  London,  in  a  city  counting  house, 
I  was  attracted  to  the  service  which  Rev.  K.  Fayson  Ham- 
mond was  holding  in  the  chapel  of  the  vener.ited  Baptist 
Noel.    I  could  pick  out  the  seat  to-day  where  I  sat,  and  I 
i  can  never  forget  the  effect  (irotluceil  upon  me.    It  was  the 
first  breath  of  revival  spirit  which  had  ever  swept  across  my 
\  heart,  and  it  strangely  touched  me.    The  hymns  have  lin- 
'  gered  in  my  memory,  and  the  scenes  of  children  gathering 
around  that  noble  form  are  vivid  as  I  write.    Since  then  1 
have   eagerly    read  every  scrap  of    news  of   .Mr.  Ham- 
I  mond's  work  as  he  has  carried  the  tidings  of  the  Gospel  to 
!  the  East  and  to  the  West,  stirring  with  his  words  vast  multi- 
:  tudes  of  men.    I  am  increasin.:ly  enamored  of  the  work 
I  among  children.    They  have  not  to  unlearn  those  habits  of 
doubts  and  misconception    which   hinder  so  many  from 
{  accepting  the  Gospel.    It  is  natural  for  them  to  trust  One 
whom  they  can't  see,  to  give  him  their  choicest  treasures,  to 
j  conform  themselves  to  his  sweet  life.    None  but  those  who 
I  have  worked  among  children  could  credit  the  readiness  with 
j  which  they  receive  the  Gospel.    When  they  have  received 
j  it  they  are  frank  in  confessing,  and  so  are  eager  to  win 
j  others  to  Him  whom  they  fiml  so  dear.    There  is  everything 
i  in  our  Saviour  to  charm  and  attract  children,  and  His  dear 
Gospel  does  not  present  difficulties  to  their  simple  faith. 
I  "The  Lord  told  us  to  become  as  little  children  that  we  might 
j  enter  His  Kingdom.    Truly,  then,  little  children  themselves 
i  have  not  far  to  go;  "  only  a  step  to  Jesus." 
i         With  these  thoughts  in  my  heart,  I    was  thoroughly 
{  aroused  when  I  saw  that  .Mr.  Hammond  was  again  to  visit  Eng- 
1  land.    I  had  become  pastor  of  a  church  with  two  tfiousand 
young  people  under  its  care  and  with  splendid  school  premises, 
and  I  felt  that  I  would  spare  no  effort  to  induce  hiia  to  visit 
us.    I  knew  how  eagerly  his  services  would  be  caught  up, 
but  I  never  re-ted  till  I  got  a  favorable  reply.    Even  though 
I  I  had  but  a  short  notice  we  were  able  to  give  him  large 
I  audiences  of  children,  in  addition  to  the  general  services  for 
I  adults.    Mr.  Hammond  has  a  wcjnderful  influence  over  chil- 
I  dren.    I  have  wondered  where  the  secret  lay.    His  stories 
1  are  wonderful,  but  others  could  tell  them.    His  hymns  are 
sweet,  but  others  could  sing  them.    His  methods  are  good, 
I  but  others  can  employ  them.     And  yet,  when  all  this  is  put 
I  together,  a  marvelous  effect  is  produced.    I  think  his  prin- 
i  cipal  pow'er  consists  in  the  presentation  of  the  sufferings  of 
I  Christ  for  sinful  men,  given  with  d  rect  dependence  on  the 
I  Holy  Spirit.    It  is  impossible  to  judge  of  the  effect  of  an 
j  address  during  the  meeting.    Sometimes,  when  it  wouUl 
I  seem  as  if  no  special  impression  had  been  made,  yet  seat 
i  after  seat  is  full  of  chddren,  anxious  to  know  how  to  give 
j  their  hearts  to  Christ. 

i         One  little  boy,  when  bidden  to  go  home  by  a  worker 
I  who  thought  him  too  young  to  understand,  burst  into  tears 
j  and  said  he  was  waiting  for  some  one  to  speak  to  him  about 
i  Jesus  Christ.    Others  who  went  away  under  deep  conviction, 
I  came  again  and  again,  until  some  evening  their  faces  wouKl 
[  beam  with  new  found  joy.    And  there  were  many  cases  in 
I  which  they  brought  their  little  friends  to  get  the  blessing 
i  which  they  themselves  had  received.    In  my  young  Chris- 
}  tians'  class,  which  was  swollen  by  large  accessions  of  dear 
young  converts,  scores  of  hands  were  held  up  by  those  who 
I  had  the  delight  of  leading  their  companions  to  Christ.  Tes- 
I  timonials  have  come  in  to  me  from  parents  and  teachers.  In 
i  some  cases  the  whole  of  the  class  has  been  brought  to  Jesus. 
There  is  hardly  one  in  which  there  are  not  cases  of  deep 
impression  and  conversion.    The  altered  lives  at  home  are 
sweet  testimonies  to  the  genuiness  of  the  work  done.    I  am 
more  than  satisfied  with  the  results.    The  teachers  urge  me 
to  hold  an  after  meeting  at  the  close  of  the  Sunday-school 
each  Sunday  afternoon,  that  the  fire  may  not  die  down,  and 
that  the  oil  may  not  stay  for  the  want  of  vessels  to  store  it. 

After  a  week  of  th<-se  blessed  services  .Mr.  Hammond 
passed  on  to  the  other  churches,  where  similar  results  have 
accrued.  (Between  hjur  and  five  hundred  have  given  in 
their  names,  professing  to  be  converted.)  At  the  close  of 
one  of  the  services  a  teacher  was  found  at  the  end  of  a  j)ew' 
I  bathed  in  tears,  'uecause  she  feared  that  her  class  of  younjj 
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laiiit  s  \va«  ici'iiii;  away  unsaved.  Suroiy  tears  like  tiiese  are 
tiear  to  Hiai  \\lu>  wejit  over  tliose  whom  He  would  iain 
have  1,'alliered  vinder  llie  wini,'S  of  His  love.  Nor  were  they 
without  ellect,  for  they  awakened  a  deep  concern  in  her 
scholars'  hearts,  who  linaH%  >  lelded  to  the  love  of  Christ. 
I  know  many  Christians  whose  hearts  have  been  quickened 
hy  work  among  the  children,  and  who  will  never  cease  to 
tliank  God  that  .Mr.  Hammond  w.is  ever  led  to  visit  l%n,>;land. 
From  what  1  have  seen  of  Mr.  Hammond  and  his  work  I 
almost  grudge  him  to  ordinary  evangelistic  services.  He 
lias  izreat  jiower  over  a  large  mixeil  audience.  But  this  is  a 
field  «  hich  is  trodden  l>y  so  m.my  stalwart  reapers.  1  should 
like  him  to  go  up  and  down  through  Kngland  and  .America 
gathering  large  multitudes  of  children  and  people  for  the  Sa- 
viour. Surely  the  results  of  such  a  cam()aign  could  never  be 
estimated.  Its  benetits  would  be  found  in  thousands  of  homes 
and  churches  fLir  the  next  generation,  ami  might  furnish 
hosts  of  ministers,  evangelists  and  missionarK-s  for  the 
Church  of  Christ.  It  seems  to  me  that  no  work  wouid  bring 
wider  or  quicker  returns,  for  it  is  possible  in  the  same  time 
to  win  about  ten  children  for  every  individual  adult.  I 
would  not  write  thus  if  .Mr.  Hammontl  were  constantly  work- 
ing on  the  feelings  or  upon  the  fears  of  the  children.  The 
appeal  is  matle  to  their  love  and  to  their  sense  of  what  He 
deserves  from  them,  who  bore  their  sins  in  His  body  on  the 
tree. 

Mr.  Hanimond  is  a  gentleman  of  marked  per- 
sonality, lie  has  a  nervotis  ^-emperament,  with 
quick  observation,  keen  perception,  and  intuitive 
judgment.  Physically,  as  well  as  mentally,  he  is 
alert  and  active,  possesses  a  thoroughly  vigorous 
constitution,  with  pleasing  and  impressive  features. 
He  is  esteemed,  at  home  and  abroad,  no  less  for 
his  high  personal  traits  than  for  his  distinguished 
services  in  the  advancement  of  Christianity  through- 
out the  world. 

MRS.  ELIZA  (OVERTOX)  HAMMOND,  of 
Hartford.  "In  ^Izy,  i866.  Rev.  Edward  P.  Ham- 
mond was  married  to  }^Iiss  Eliza  Overton,  of 
Towanda,  Penn.,  who  still  retains  the  grace  and 
personal  charm  for  which  her  maternal  ancestry  of 
Revolutionary  time  were  famous." 

Mrs.  Ha^nmond,  who  is  a  native  of  Towanda, 
Penn.,  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Edward  Overton, 
one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  Eliza  Clymer,  among  whose  ancestry  arc  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  names  in  American  his- 
tory, including  such  men  as  Hon.  George  Clymer, 
Hon.  Thomas  Willing,  Hon.  Reese  [Meredith,  and 
Hon.  Samuel  Carpenter. 

Edward  Overton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Dec.  30,  1795,  in  Clitheroe,  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land. He  received  a  good  English  and  clas.sical 
education,  and  was  prepared  to  commence  the  study 
of  law,  entering  the  office  of  his  uncle,  Giles  Eleas- 
dale,  a  very  eminent  English  lawyer,  who  took  a 
great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  nephew.  Be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  five  years  for  which  time 
he  was  articled  to  his  uncle,  he  came  to  America, 
settling  first  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  Pie  was  there 
examined  by  a  committee  of  the  best  legal  talent 
of  the  district,  and,  Miough  not  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  the  State,  showing  at  that  time 
that  he  was  possessed  of  a  natural  legal  acumen 


and  a  sotnid  knowledge  of  law.  When  twent\- 
five  years  of  age  ho  began  practice.  He  located  in 
Towanda,  where  ho  resitled  until  his  death.  He 
was  si'on  admitted  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  rose 
rapidly  to  a  foremast  rank  as  an  attorney.  He  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  jiractice  of  law  for  more 
than  fifty  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
the  oldest  member  of  the  local  Bar.  Probably  the 
proudest  success  of  his  long  brilliant  career  lay  in 
the  fact  tb.at  his  character  for  honor  and  honesty 
was  absolutely  alxn  e  suspicion.  In  his  old  age  he 
was  surrounded  by  all  the  accessories  of  culture  and 
refinement  thar  his  earlier  education  and  tastes  fitted 
him  to  enjoy.  He  also  understood  the  "giving 
which  does  not  imix)verish,''  and  his  hand  was 
ever  open  to  relieve  the  poor  and  suffering.  Soon 
after  locating  at  Towanda  he  united  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  that  place,  c.nd  to  the  church  and 
schools  was  munificent  in  aid,  as  well  as  to  anv 
enterprise  that  had  for  its  object  the  elevation  of 
society.  In  1S18  Mr.  Overton  was  married  to  Eliza, 
daughter  of  Henry  Clymer,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  genealogy  of  Mrs.  Eliza  (Overton)  Ham- 
mond in  maternal  lines  is  as  follows :  She  is  a 
descendant  in  the  sixth  generation  from  Richard 
Clymer,  a  native  of  Bristol,  and  a  shipping  mer- 
chant, who  came  to  this  country  from  England, 
the  line  of  her  descent  being  through  Christopher, 
George,  Henry  and  Eliza  Clymer. 

(Ill")  George  Clymer  was  born  June  11,  I/T,')- 
One  writer  has  said :  "George  Clymer  was  one 
of  the  men  who  made  the  success  of  the  Revolu- 
tion possible,  without  the  display  which  made  many 
men  more  prominent.  Erom  the  first  shot  fired  at 
Bunker  Plill,  to  the  final  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, he  was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  for  b.is 
country's  good.  L'niike  many  men  who  gained  fame 
in  these  times,  Clvmer  was  a  man  of  wealth,  with 
a  prominent  social  position,  and  with  nothing  to  gain 
by  revolution  save  the  glory  of  his  country's  inde- 
pendence. He  did  not  urge  the  war,  and  earnestly 
hoped  for  a  peaceful  adjustment  of  the  difference, 
but,  once  commenced,  he  eagerly  sought  means  of 
aiding  the  struggle  to  victory,  and  at  one  time 
pledged  his  entire  fortune  to  the  support  of  the  army, 
when  the  weak-kneed  Continental  Congress  would 
have  gladlv  abandoned  everything  for  an  assurance 
of  personal  bodily  safety.  Clymer  was  prominent  in 
the  convention  called  to  adopt  a  constitution,  and  sat 
in  the  first  Congress.  He  once  said  his  guiding 
political  text  was :  'A  representative  of  the  people 
should  think  for  his  constituents,  and  not  with  his 
constituents.'  He  was  the  founder  and  first  presi- 
dent of  the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Eine  Arts, 
and  a  director  and  large  investor  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States."  His  wife,  Elizabeth  ^.leredith.  was 
the  daughter  of  Reese  ^Meredith,  and  granddaughter 
of  Reese  Meredith,  the  latter  and  his  wife,  M. 
Wynne,  coming  to  this  country  from  Wales.  Reese 
Meredith  (2)  was  born  in  Leominster,  Hereford- 
shire, Great  Britain,  in  1708.    He  married  Martha: 
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C.  Carpenter,  ami  resided  in  Pennsylvania  from 
1729  to  17(H).  llo  died  Nov.  14.  177S,  at  I'hila- 
deljiliia.  In  ilie  winter  of  iJJJ-J'^  lie  gave  i;,ooo 
to  feed  ;'.nd  clotlie  the  perishing-  and  starving- 
soldiers  at  N'allev  Forge,  lie  wa-;  tiio  lirst  person 
to  introduce  Gen.  (_then  Col.)  Washington  into 
riiiladeljihia  society.  [Sniitirs  "Lloyd  and  Carpen- 
ter Lineage,"  Family  .Mss.] 

'J'liomas  Willing-  was  the  son  of  Charles  and 
Ann  (.^-^hippen)  Willing,  and  grantlson  of  Thomas 
and  Anne  (^Harrison)  Willing,  and  was  born  in 
Philadelphia  Dec.  19,  1731.  He  married  Ann  Mc- 
Call.  Tliomas  Willing  was  to  have  been  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
in  the  pictm-e  of  Trumbull  he  is  seen  seated  by  Rob- 
ert Morris ;  and  in  the  names  given  his  aj^pears. 
Anne  Willing  and  her  sisters,  daughters  of  Thomas 
Willing-  (2j,  were  the  belles  of  Continental  Phila- 
delphia. Royalty  even  bowed  before  them,  for  when 
Louis  Philipoe  was  an  exile  in  this  country 
he  went  to  Mr.  Willing  to  ask  his  permis- 
sion to  address  hirnself  to  his  daughter  Abby. 
The  father  rather  bluntly  assured  him  that,  "if  you 
are  one  day  restored  to  your  kingdom  and  your 
crown,  vou  are  much  too  great  a  match  for  her; 
if  vou  are  not,  she  is  much  too  great  a  match 
for  you."  Washington  was  a  great  admirer  of  Anne 
Willing,  and  under  her  guidance  made  his  advent 
into  Philadelphia  society.  Stuart's  famous  paint- 
ing of  the  General  -was  i-nade  for  her.  After  her 
daughter  became  Lady  Ashburton.  she  had  a  posi- 
tion -in  London  quite  as  prominent  as  she  had  for- 
merlv  enjoved  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  house  of 
Baring  obtained  its  enormous  American  following 
largely  through  her  influence.  Through  the  Wlll- 
ings  our  sttbject  is  connected  with  }vlrs.  John  Jacob 
Astor,  of  Xew  York,  and  through  the  Willings 
and  Clymers  with  the  family  of  the  late  Thomas 
Bayard',  former  Secretary  of  State.  She  traces  her 
ancestry  through  the  Willing  family  back  twenty- 
two  gerierations  to  Robert  Brtice,  King  of  Scotland, 
and  she  has  papers  showing  the  lineage  in  detail. 

Mrs.  Eliza  (Overton)  Hammond,  our  stibject 
proper,  was  liberally  educated.  She  has  passed 
nearly  five  vears  in  Europe,  and  has  stood  in  the 
presence  of  Royalty.  She  accompanied  'Mr.  Ham- 
mond to  Alaska.  In  "The  Reaper  and  the  Harvest," 
a  large  volume  giving  an  account  of  ^Ir.  Ham- 
mond's work,  frequent  allusion  is  made  to  her 
assistance. 

CHARLES  BOARDMAN  S:^IITH.  In  a 
brief  sketch  of  any  living  citizen  it  is  difficult  to  do 
him  exact  justice,  not  so  much,  however,  from  lack 
of  space  or  words  to  set  forth  tlie  familiar  and  pass- 
ing events  of  his  personal  historv,  as  from  the 
want  of  the  perfect  and  rounded  conception  of  his 
whole  life,  which  grows,  ripens,  developing  like 
fruit,  to  disclose  its  true  and  best  flavor  only  when 
ic  is  mellowed  by  time.  Dailv  contact  with  the  man 
so  familiarizes  us  with  his  many  virtues  that  we 


i^rdinarily  overk^ok  them,  and  conimonly  underes- 
tiniate  their  jx^ssessor.  Xevertholess,  while  the  man 
passes  away  Ins  deeds  of  virtue  live  on,  and  will  in 
due  time  bear  fruit,  and  do  him  the  justice  which 
the  pen  fails  to  record. 

y\v.  Snnth  was  a  native  of  the  city  of  Hartford, 
born  July  31,  iSii,  a  son  of  Xonnand  and  ^Nlary 
(  Boardman  )  Smith,  who  were  of  English  descent. 
He  received  his  education  at  Lenox,  ^lass.,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  went  to  Xew  Orleans,  where 
he  embarked  in  business  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Smith,  Hubbard  cS:  Co.,  which  w-as  established  in 
1S16,  as  a  branch  of  the  Hartford  house,  the  latter 
having  been  started  in  1794  by  Xormand  ■  Smith, 
the  father  of  our  subject. 

From  an  article  published  in  the  Hartford 
Coiirant  of  Dec.  5,  1894,  w-e  t[uote  the  following: 
'Tn  the  Connecticut  Courant  of  Aug.  11,  1794,  the 
following  advertisement  appeared: 

NORMAN'D  SMITH. 

Six  rods  north  of  the  Court  House,  most  respectfully 
informs  the  public,  and  his  friends  in  [>articu!ar,  that  he 
carries  on  the  saddlery  business  in  all  its  tranches.  Also 
makes  Horseman's  caps,  Holsters,  iS;c.  He  would  in  par- 
ticular inform  the  ladies  that  he  can  furnish  tliern  Side  Sad- 
dles, made  in  the  newest  fashion  calculated  both  for  case  and 
beauty. 

'those  who  will  please  favor  him  with  their  custom  may 
depend  on  havintj  their  work  done  with  neatness,  tidelity 
and  dispatch,  and  on  most  reasonable  terms  by  their  humble 
servant, 

Norm  AND  Smith. 

Hartford,  August  9,  1794. 

"This  brings  out  a  striking  'pecularity  of  the 
house,  the  fact  that  over  one  hundred  years  of  its 
existence  was  spanned  by  two  generations,  father 
and  son.  It  is  doubtful  if  another  such  instance 
can  be  chronicled  in  the  country.  Since  that  be- 
ginning by  X^ormand  Smith  the  business  of  the  firm 
has  continued  uninterruptedly,  and  to-day  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  house  of  its  line 
in  the  country,  and  the  oldest  house  in  any  line 
in  the  city  of  Hartford.  The  style  of  the  firm  has 
been  successively:  X'ormand  Smith,  1794;  Smith, 
Sheldon  &  Bigel'ow,  i8r8;  Smith  &  Bigelow,  1822; 
X.  &  T.  Smith,  1S24;  X.  &  T.  Smith  &  Co..  1825; 
Smith  &  Co..  1830;  T.  Smith  &  Co.,  1835." 

Charles  B.  Smith  returned  to  Hartford  froi-n 
Xew  Orleans,  in  1835,  and  began  a  long  and  suc- 
cessful business  career  in  the  firm  of  T.  Smith  &  Co., 
winch  afterward  became  Smith,  Bourn  &  Co..  of 
which  he  was  the  senior  partner.  In  1S70  he  with- 
drew from  the  Xew  Orleans  house  of  Smith  & 
Brother,  as  the  firm  was  there  called ;  but  prior  to 
this  he  had  opened  a  branch  of  the  Hartford  house 
in  X'ew  York  under  the  firm  name  of  T.  Smith  & 
Co.,  which  is  now  located  at  Xo.  40  Warren  street, 
the  firrn  becoming  C.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  now  Sniith, 
Worthington  &  Co.  Benjan-iin  A.  Bourn,  of  the  firm 
of  Smith,  Boun-i  &  Co..  died  in  X'ovember,  1897, 
and  Jan.  r,  1900,  the  partnership  existing  under  that 
name  was  discontinued,  Mr.  Smith  and  Olcott  B. 
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Colton  taking:  the  Imsiiicss,  ami  ciitcrino-  into  a  co- 
liartf.crship  as  successors  to  Smitli,  15ouin  &  Co.. 
at  tlie  same  time  retainini;-  the  old-time  name  of 
the  house.  Mr.  Smith,  who  hail  i.eeu  in  business 
continuously  for  sixty-seven  years,  maintained 
through  life  an  iniimpaired  credit  for  liiniself  and 
his  tirm,  standing-  in  honorable  repute  among  the 
business  houses  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Smith  was  twice  married,  the  first  time 
Xov.  5,  1844,  to  Miss  Frances  M.  Humphrey, 
daughter  of  Lemuel  Humphrey,  of  Hartford,  arid 
after  her  decease  he  wedded,  Oct.  3.  185^.  Miss 
El  iza  A.  Thayer,  daughter  of  Deacon  Lucius  P. 
and  Lydia  (Ellsworth)  Thayer,  of  Westfield,  Mass., 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  1843,  the  age 
of  forty-six  years,  and  the  latter,  a  native  of  East 
\\'indsor,  Hartford  countv,  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  Of  the  six  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thayer,  five  are  yet  living,  namelv :  f 
Mrs.  Andrew  T.  Hale,  of  Minneapolis,  ?^Iiim. ;  Mrs. 
Samuel  S.  Sprague,  of  Providence.  R.  L;  Mrs. 
Chester  D.  Davison,  of  Hartford;  Mrs.  Charles  B. 
Smith,  of  Hartford:  and  Lucius  P.,  on  the  old  fam- 
ily home  in  Westfield,  Mass.  One  daughter  survives 
Mr.  Smith,  Mrs.  Frances  Eliza  ^^liller,  wife  of  Ira 
I^Iiller,  of  Westfield.  ]\Lass.  They  have  four  children 
— Charles  Boardnian.  James  R.,  Preston  T..  and 
Susan  E.  Two  sisters  and  two  brothers  of  ?^Ir. 
Smith  also  survive  him:  Mrs.  Caroline  A.  Morris, 
of  Binghamton,  X.  Y. ;  Miss  Mary  Ann.  of  Flart- 
ford :  Morris  and  J.  Trumbuil,  both  of  Xew 
York,  and  all  are  now  well  advanced  in  life.  Two 
brothers.  Deacon  Thonias  Smith,  formerly  of  Hart- 
ford, and  Rev.  James  Allwood  Smith,  formerly  of 
L'nionville,  Conn.,  died  in  1882,  while  another 
brother.  Surgeon  Andrew  Kingsbury  Smith,  of  the 
United  States  army,  who  was  retired  with  the  rank 
of  Colonel  in  February,  1890,  died  in  August,  1899. 
The  family  was  originallv  a  numerous  one.  com- 
prising as  it  did  fifteen  children.  Charles  B..  of 
whom  we  write,  being  ninth  in  the  order  of  birth. 

Charles  B.  Smith  died  Feb.  5,  1900.  after  a 
twelve-days'  illness  from  'ia  grippe,''  and  his  la- 
mented death  removed  a  notable  figure  from  the 
city  of  Hartford,  where  for  manv  years  he  was 
known  as  a  man  of  great  executive  ability,  and 
where  his  work  was  in  every  wav  a  memorable  one. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  successful  business  men  in 
Hartford,  and  by  his  employes,  one  and  all,  he  was 
much  beloved  and  held  in  great  reverence,  his  fu- 
neral being  attended  by  many  of  them,  as  well  as 
by  a  large  number  of  mourning  friends  and  rela- 
tives. In  1875  erected  the  handsome  family 
residence  at  Xo.  66  Forest  street,  one  of  the  finest 
in  Hartford. 

In  church  matters  Mr.  Smith  was  the  oldest 
member  of  any  society  in  Hartford,  having  been 
connected  originally  with  the  Pearl  Street  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  later,  from  1S66  to  the  time 
of  his  decease,  with  the  Asylum  Hill  Congrega- 
tional Church.    In  politics  he  was  an  ardent  Re- 


publican, but  at  no  time  an  office  seeker,  declining 
all  ]K.sitions  that  might  call  him  from  the  activ- 
ities of  his  chosen  field.  Years  ago,  in  Hartford, 
he  was  identified  with  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard, 
and  for  a  long  time  was  an  honored  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  Mr.  Smith  was  buried  in  Cedar 
Hill  cemetery,  Hartford. 

HEXRY  J.  EATOX.  chief  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment of  Hartford,  was  born  in  that  city  Oct.  10, 
1831,  of  good  Colonial  stock.  His  ancestors  were 
early  settlers  in  Tolland  county.  Conn.,  and  his 
grandfather,  Solomon  Eaton,  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, was  a  farmer  there.  This  worthy  patriot  served 
three  years  as  a  dragoon  and  two  in  the  infantry, 
and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  was  shot 
through  the  hijis  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  he  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six,  our  subject  hav- 
ing seen  him  once,  in  1841.  He  had  five  sons: 
Jasper;  Zared,  who  was  a  baker  in  Hartford  in 
1812  and  up  to  1853;  Ralph;  Luther,  father  of  ex- 
Senator  W.  Eaton  ;  and  Alamander. 

Alaniander  Eaton,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
and  reared  on  the  old  homestead  m  Tolland.  In 
1816  he  went  to  Hartford,  where  he  was  employed 
some  time  by  William  H.  Imlay  (a  miller,  who 
ground  tlour  for  local  customers)  and  Henry  Hud- 
son, and  later  worked  on  a  farm.  He  died  in  Hart- 
ford aged  seventy-three  years.  By  his  first  marriage 
lie  had  three  children :  Luther,  George  and  Eliza- 
beth. His  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
]\Iary  Ann  \\'illianis,  died  in  1880  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four.  She  was  a  member  of  Dr.  Hawes' 
Church,  the  pastor  being  one  of  the  well-known 
preachers  of  the  locality  in  his  time,  and  our  sub- 
ject was  christened  there  in  1836.  Mrs.  Eaton  w-as 
one  of  the  family  of  nine  children  of  William  A. 
\\'illianis,  who  served  four  years  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  'Sir.  and  ]\Irs.  Eaton  had  three  chil- 
dren :  George,  deceased;  Mary  Ann,  widow  of 
James  Sperry ;  and  Henry  J.,  our  subject. 

Henry  J.  Eaton's  education  was  begun  in  the 
public  schools  of  Hartford,  but  the  most  valuable 
portion  is  that  which  has  been  gained  by  observa- 
tion and  private  study.  \\'hen  eleven  years  old  he 
left  home,  and  spent  some  time  in  West  Hartford, 
but  on  Dec.  . 3,  1848,  he  returned  to  Hartford  to  take 
a  position  as  a  gold  beater  with  Ashniead  &  Hurl- 
but.  In  1864  the  firm  dissolved,  and  he  continued 
until  1870  with  Ashniead,  the  length  of  his  service 
indicating  something  of  his  ability  and  the  appre- 
ciation of  his  employers.  From  April  i,  1861,  to 
October,  1868,  Mr.  Eaton  was  sexton  of  Christ 
Church.  His  connection  with  the  Hartford  fire  de- 
partment began  on  Saturday,  April  5,  185 1,  as  a 
fireman  with  Protection  Engine  Company,  X'o.  i, 
and  in  April,  1853,  ''"^  enlisted  with  damper  Engine 
Ko.  4.  On  April  i,  1854,  he  returned  to  Xo.  I, 
being  selected  assistant  foreman.  He  was  elected 
foreman  in  June,  1854,  and  re-elected  in  1855,  but 
in  1856  he  retired  "to  the  ranks,"  where  he  served 
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lunil  Juno  5.  185S,  the  date  of  his  election  as  fifth 
assistant  enj^ineer  of  ilie  Hartford  tire  department. 
At  tile  time  tliere  were  six  hand  engines,  two  hose 
companies,  independent  of  engines,"  one  sack  and 
bucket  comixany,  and  one  hook  and  hiddcr  coni]ianv. 
JCach  engine  comjiany  had  forty  regulars  and  ten 
volunteers;  each  lu>se  comjianv  ten  regulars  and 
ten  volunteers:  antl  the  iiook  and  ladder  and  sack 
and  bucket  companies  each  forty  regulars  and  ten 
volunteers.  The  company  drew  Sjio  from  the  city, 
and  an  appropriation  from  the  common  council 
g-ave  them  $12  per  quarter  addiiional,  "for  refresh- 
ments." Mr.  Eaton  served  as  tifth  assistant  until 
i860,  when  he  was  elected  fourtii  assista^u.  and 
two  years  later  he  became  second  assistant,  which 
position  he  held  from  Tulv  i,  iSmj,  to  Tune  iS.:^ 
He  was  then  elected  first  assistant  engineer,  and 
on  Dec.  i,  1S64,  when  the  department  "was  placed 
upon  a  paid  basis,  he  was  elected  first  assistant 
engineer. 

In  1868  Mr.  Eaton  was  elected  chief.  At  that 
time  they  had  four  steamers,  and  one  hook  and 
ladder  company  and  two  hose  companies  aside  from 
those  attached  to  the  steamer.  On  Jan.  i,  1872, 
engine  Company  Xo.  5  was  organized,  with  a 
steamer  and  hose  carriage,  and  a"  house  built  for 
them.  On  April  i,  1873.  engine  company  Xo.  6 
was  organized,  and  in  1882  one  of  the  hose  compa- 
nies was  disbanded,  the  other  the  same  time  being 
equipped  with  horses.  On  Jan.  i.  1896,  engine 
companies  X'os.  7  and  8  were  put  into  service,  each 
with  thirteen  men.  The  hose  wagon  with  horses 
was  changed  to  a  chemical  engine  in  X'ovember, 
1896,  its  station  being  at  the  headquarters  on  Pearl 
street.  It  is  known  as  the  Ilalioway  chemical  X'o. 
9,  and  has  two  tanks  of  fifty  gallons  each.  On  ^^larch 

1876,  a  propeller  was  given  to  engine  company 
No.  3,  with  a  force  of  fourteen  men  instead  of 
thirteen.  In  1879  company  Xo.  4  was  given  a  pro- 
peller, and  in  August.  1889.  X'o.  3  was  given  charge 
of  the  great  engine  "Jumbo,"  a  horseless  machine 
weighing  17,000  pounds,  and  carrying  100  gallons 
of  water  and  700  pounds  -of  coal.  It  can  throw 
1,200  gallons  per  minute,  being  one  of  the  largest 
in  the  country,  and  is  capable  of  going  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  miles  an  hour  under  its  own  steam.  In 
December,  1899,  the  working  force  of  X'o.  3  was 
reduced  to  eight  men,  all  paid.  The  department  has 
two  truck  companies  in  one  house,  in  December. 
1899,  organized  into  paid  companies,  fifteen  men 
altogether,  under  full  pay.  The  department  also 
lias  two  combination  hose  wagons  carrying  two 
chemcal  tanks  of  thirtv-five  gallons  capacity  each, 
and  a  1,000  foot  hose — X'o.  10,  which  is  kept  at 
Bond  street,  and  Xo.  11,  stationed  in  Parkville ; 
they  employ  four  paid  men.  During  the  official  life 
of  the  chief  seven  houses  have  been  built,  the  head- 
quarters having  been  erected  in  1S70  on  the  site 
of  one  built  in  1S37,  and  used  for  the  sack  and 
"bucket  company.  Mr.  Eaton  has  served  as  chief 
longer  than  any  other  man  in  this  country,  and 


has  given  deep  thought  to  the  problems  connected 
with  the  work  of  fi^rhting  the  fire  fiend.    In  1896 
he  represented  the  Hartford  fire  department  at  the 
International  Tournament  in  London,  England,  and 
visited  may  cities  on  the  continent,  studying  the 
practical  workint^s  of  various  systems.    In  politics 
Mr.  Eaton  is  a  Democrat,  but  votes  for  the  best 
men  in  local  elections.    Sociallv  he  and  his  family 
are  much  esteemed,  and  he  belongs  to  St.  John"s 
I  Lodge  Xo.  4.  E.  &  A.  M.,  and  was  in  1S54  a  mem- 
:  ber  of  Hyperion  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  E.,  which  was 
1  disbanded  in  1855. 

!  On  April  14,  1856,  Mr.  Eaton  married  !Miss 
]  Lurana  liaynes,  who  died  aged  forty-eight  years, 
I  and  in  1884  he  formed  a  second  union,  with  Mrs. 
Caroline  (Aldridge)  Ramsden.  a  native  of  Oxford, 
England.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  thirteen  chil- 
dren, only  one  of  whom  survives,  Xellie  H.,  who 
married  the  late  Thomas  R.  Laughton,  and  has  three 
children.  By  the  second  marriage  he  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Alice,  now  attending  school  in  Hartford. 

LEMUEL  T.  FRISBIE.  who  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  business  man  of  Hartford,  was 
born  Eeb.  7,  1824,  in  Bloomfield,  Conn.,  of  an  ex- 
cellent family  long  identified  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits. His  father,  Enoch  Frisbie,  followed  farming 
in  Bloomfield  and  Berlin,  and  later  removed  to 
Springfield,  ]\Iass.,  where  he  died  at  th?  age  of 
sixty-six  years.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Eliza  Taylor,  was  born  in  England.  This  wor- 
thy couple  had  seven  children,  of  whotn  two  are 
living:  Thomas:  and  Sarah,  who  married  Franklin 
F.  Smith,  of  West  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

Lemuel  T.  Frisbie  was  reared  among  the  whole- 
some influences  of  farm  life,  and  his  education  was 
obtained  chiefly  in  the  common  schools  of  Bloom- 
field, and  at  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  Suf- 
field.  He  was  engaged  in  the  meat  business  in 
I  W  indsor  for  some  time,  and  in  1865  removed  to 
I  Hartford,  where  he  purchased  the  business  of  Islr. 
Cowles,  a  dealer  in  hides  and  tallow  and  manu- 
facturer of  tallow  candles.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  had  a  partner.  Eber  Gridley,  but  on  his  death 
!  'Sir.  Frisbie  continued  the  business  alone.  In  1881 
his  son,  Charles  G.,  became  a  partner,  under  the 
firm  name  of  L.  T.  Frisbie  &  Son.  The  son  died 
X'ov.  21,  1893,  and  the  father  passed  away  Dec.  3, 
of  that  year,  their  death  being  deeplv  mourned 
among  a  \yide  circle  of  acquaintances.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  Mr.  Frisbre  was  among  the  oldest  busi- 
ness men  in  the  city,  and  in  the  course  of  his  long- 
career  he  had  Income  interested  in  various  enter- 
prises, notably  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  built  a 
number  of  houses  in  W  indsor,  where  he  resided  for 
a  time  after  his  marriage,  but  in  1874  the  family  re- 
moved to  Hartford,  and  his  widow  now  occupies 
their  pleasant  residence  at  Xo.  800  .Vsykr.n  avenue. 
Mr.  Frisbie  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  served 
at  one  time  on  the  common  council  of  Hartford, 
lie  was  identified  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  with  the 
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Asvluni  Hill  Clnircli.  in  \rhich  he  held  various 
i:ii]H>rtant  ortiocs,  incUulinj^  that  of  chairman  of  the 
s;oi."ietv's  committee. 

On  .\\n'\\  ().  1848.  Mr.  I"  ^l^l)ie  marriL'd  Miss  I 
Caroline  V..  (iillette.  a  native  ot  \\'in(ls(^r,  and  a 
descendant  of  Cornelius  Ciillette.  wlw  came  from 
Miii^land  in  1035,  and  >eltled  in  Dorchester,  Mass. 
Her  s^rantlfather,  Daniel  Gillette,  a  Revolutionarv 
soldier,  and  a  deacon  in  the  ConQ;ret::ational  Church, 
followed  farmino-  in  Windsor,  where  he  died  in  lS.24.  I 
Ry  his  first  wife  he  had  four  chiklren.  and  bv  his 
second  wife  he  had  three.  Oliver  S.  Gillette,  father 
of  Mrs.  Frishie,  was  born  and  reared  in  Windsor, 
and  was  engajjed  throughout  his  active  career  in  j 
operating  a  sawmill  and  gristmill,  in  conni'ction 
with  farming.  He  died  aged  forty-five  vears,  in 
the  mitlst  of  a  promisincf  career.  His  first  wife, 
Eliza  Pickett,  a  native  of  Suffield,  died  July  iS,  1829, 
aged  thirty-two  years,  and  of  their  three  daughters 
]Mrs.  I'risbie  is  now  the  only  survivor.  By  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Sarah  Delden,  he  had  two  children,  both 
row  deceased. 

Mrs.  Frisbic  and  her  familv  hold  an  enviable 
position  in  social  life,  and  they  have  been  among 
the  most  active  supporters  of  the  Asylum  Avenue 
Church.  She  was  reared  in  the  Congregational 
faith,  her  parents  having  been  members  of  the 
church,  and  her  sympathv  and  aid  are  freelv  given 
to  any  worthy  cause.  Of  her  four  children  only 
one  is  living.  Ella  Taylor,  who  was  married,  Oct. 
14,  1874,  to  George  H.  Woolley,  junior  member  of 
the  firm  of  George  ^\'.  Woolley  &  Son.  the  well- 
known  casket  manufacturers  of  Hartford.  ^Ir. 
Woollev  was  born  and  reared  in  that  citv.  and  lor 
some  time  was  connected  with  the  banking  inter- 
ests tliere  and  in  the  West  before  engaging  in  busi.- 
ness  with  his  father.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woolley  reside 
with  Mrs.  Frisbie.  and  their  four  children.  Arthur 
Gillette.  G.  Clarence.  Fred  F.  and  Carolyn  'SI.. 
make  the  old  home  bright. 

Charles  G.  Frisbie  (mentioned  above),  who  died 
aged  forty  vears.  was  a  successful  business  man. 
taking  the  leading  part  in  the  work  of  the  firm  in 
later  years,  and  for  some  vears  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  married  Miss  Isabelle 
Wells,  and  thev  had  three  sons,  Leonard  W., 
Charles  and  Robert. 

SAXFORD  F.  BROXSOX.  Among  the  best 
known  successful  business  men.  connected  with  i.i- 
surance  circles  in  the  Xew  England  States,  mav  be 
mentioned  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  general  aecTir 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  the  Hartford  Life 
Insurance  Co..  with  office  in  the  Home  Co.'s  builii- 
ing,  corner  of  .Ann  and  .Asylum  streets,  Hartford. 
He  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  \'t.,  Sept.  29,  1839,  a 
son  of  William  H.  Bronson,  who  was  born  in 
Xorth  Hero,  \'t..  and  a  grandson  of  Lyman  Bron- 
son, a  native  of  Litchfield,  Connecticut. 

The  ancestor  of  this  family  was  one  of  three 
brothers  who  came  from  Scotland  to  this  country. 


locating  in  Connecticut.  The  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  renmved  to  X'ermont.  where  his  son 
Lyman  (grandfather  of  Sanford  V.)  spent  his  life 
agricultural  pursuits,  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  He  was  a  man  of  ability  and  in- 
telligence, and  (Kcupied  a  place  of  prominence  in  the 
town  where  he  resided,  being  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
also  holding  other  offices  of  trust,  and  transacting 
a  large  amount  of  business  for  the  people  of  the 
town,  where  he  was  most  highly  respected.  He 
married  Jeannette  Strong,  who  was  born  on  Xorth 
Island,  \'t.,  and  represented  an  early  family  of  that 
State.  Seven  children  were  born  to  this  union,  all 
j  of  whom  lived  to  advanced  ages:  David.  Uriah. 
Esther.  Carlisle.  Polly,  Hannah,  and  William  PL, 
who  is  the  only  survivor.  Of  this  family,  two  daugh- 
ters, Esther  and  Carlisle,  died  in  the  same  week. 
I  Esther  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight,  and  Carlisle  when 
ninetv-six.  The  mother  of  these  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two.  She  was  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
as  was  also  her  husband.  He  was  a  member  of 
a  militia  company  that  fought  at  the  battle  of 
Plattsburg. 

William  11.  Bronson  was  reared  on  the  old  farm, 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  Later  learn- 
ing the  trade  of  tanner  and  currier,  he  worked  at 
same  for  some  years  as  a  journeyman  at  St.  Al- 
bans, after  which  he  purchased  a  farm  which  he 
carried  on  for  a  number  of  years,  and  wdiere  he  now 
lives  retired.  He  is  a  man  of  prominence  in  the 
town,  and  at  one  time  was  a  captain  in  the  local 
militia.  He  is  a  Re])ublican.  and.  while  holding  no 
office,  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  political 
matters,  and  is  a  man  well  informed  upon  all  issues 
of  the  day.  .\lthough  over  ninety  years  of  age  he 
enjoys  good  health,  and  spends  his  summers  with 
his  son  Sanford  F„  at  his  beautiful  cottage  at  Xian- 
tic,  Connecticut. 

Throughout  the  section  in  which  he  lives  the 
name  of  "Capt."'  Bronson  is  a  household  word, 
and  he  enjoys  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
entire  community. 

William  H.  Bronson  married  Harriet  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  \  t..  a  daughter  of 
Josiah  Smith,  a  farmer,  and  a  model  man  of  that 
section,  where  he  was  a  pioneer  and  one  of  the 
most  successful  agriculturists.  He  died  there  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Whitte- 
more),  also  represented  a  very  earlv  family.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  two 
of  whom.  Jackson  and  Lucius,  are  still  living  at 
St.  Albans."\'t.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Bronson  had 
six  children,  five  of  whom  grew  up.  and  three  are 
still  living:  Sanford  F. ;  Sarah  J.  (Mrs.  Brigham), 
who  resides  near  her  father;  and  Edwin,  residing 
with  his  father  on  the  homestead.  George,  the  eld- 
est of  the  famly.  was  a  magnetic  healer,  and  per- 
formed some  wonderful  cures,  among  them  being 
that  of  a  case  of  paralysis  of  the  arm  and  hand  of 
our  subject's  wife,  which  he  restored  to  its  original 
functions.     Indeed  he  was  celebrated  throughout 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


829- 


all  that  region  on  account  of  his  marvelous  success. 
He  died  at  the  a^e  of  tifty-eiijht.  \V.  Ellx'rt.  the 
younger  brother,  who  always  lived  on  the  farm, 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  The  mother  i^assed 
away  aged  seventy-seven :  she  was  a  member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  as  is  her  husliand. 

Sanford  F.  ilronson,  the  sulijcct  of  this  sketch, 
spent  his  early  years  in  \  ermont,  was  educated  in 
the  common  and  high  schools,  entered  upon  a  mer- 
cantile career,  and  later  became  a  salesman  upon  the 
road,  for  a  Hoston  firm,  m  ^Ir.  I'.ronson  came 

to  Hartford,  where  he  took  an  oftice  in  the  Hartford 
Life  Insurance  Co.'s  building,  and  for  the  next 
three  years,  through  energetic  work,  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  his  present  extensive  business.  During 
this  time  he  averaged  Si. 000  per  dav,  writing 
$1,000,000  worth  of  business  in  three  years,  a  record 
that  has  never  been  reached  bv  any  agent,  and  as  a 
reward  for  his  success  he  was  made'  general  agent 
for  the  company  and  given  the  State  of  Connecticut 
as  a  field,  with  full  power  to  emplov  such  agents  as 
he  might  see  fit,  and  handle  the  territory  according 
to  his  own  ideas.  He  asked  no  salary  from  the 
company,  having  faith  in  his  own  ability  to  the  ex- 
tent that  he  believed  ne  could,  upon  a  reasonable 
commission,  make  a  success  for  both  himself  and  the 
company.  This  point  he  has  demonstrated  beyond 
all  question  of  doubt,  and  during  the  twentv  years 
now  closing  (  1900)  he  has  written,  together  with 
the  assistance  of  an  able  corps  of  agents,  $20,000,- 
000  of  business,  or  an  average  of  $1,000,000  for  each 
year,  and  has  in  force  to-day  over  $14,000,000. 
For  manv  years  he  did  the  largest  amount  of  busi- 
ness of  anv  sreneral  agent  connected  with  this  com- 
pany. He  has  under  him  a  force  of  over  fifty  men, 
many  of  whom  have  been  trained  by  himself  per- 
sonally, which  is  the  secret  of  their  success.  Of 
the  officers  of  this  companv  he  is  the  oldest,  and  he 
has  seen  five  presidents  at  the  head  of  that  insti- 
tution, including  the  present  one. 

On  Sept.  18.  1864,  Mr.  Bronson  married  Jane 
Wilbur,  who  was  born  in  Lawrenceville.  St.  Law- 
rence Co.,  X.  Y..  a  daughter  of  Erastus  W'-ilbur.  a 
prominent  farmer  of  that  town,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  over  eighty  years.  His  wife  died  young, 
Mrs.  Bronson  being  left  an  orphan  when  two  years 
old,  and  she  then  made  her  home  with  T.  P.  Phelps 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  owned  a  farm  of 
800  acres,  near  where  she  was  born,  and  after  his 
death  our  subject  purchased  it,  and  it  is  new  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  the  State  of  \'ermont ;  upon  it 
are  kept  some  sixty  head  of  cattle  and  a  number 
of  horses.  Mrs.  Bronson  personally  superintends 
this  farm,  doing  most  of  the  buying  and  selling,  and, 
together  with  her  son,  giving  the  general  directions 
in  regard  to  its  cultivation. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pironson  have  been  born  three 
children :  ( i )  Hattie  A.  married  Harry  A.  Thomp- 
son, and  by  him  had  tliree  children,  W  illiam  E.  and 
Sanford,  now  being  educated  in  the  Cheshire  Mili- 
tary School,  'and  Sadie.     After  Mr.  Thompson's 


!  death,  which  occurred  in  i8Si).  Mrs.  Thompson  mar- 
ried l-Vank  M.  I'uller,  who  is  employed  in  Air.  Bron- 
j  son's  office.  (2)  Sadie  ilied  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 
!  (  3  )  Henry  S.,  who  was  echicatetl  in  the  common  and 
j  high  schools,  married  Anna  V.  Haxnes,  of  Xiantic. 
I  ami  they  are  now  with  Mrs.  Bronson  on  the  farm. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bronson  is  a  Republican,  but  has 
j  declined  all  offices.  He  takes  a  great  interest  in  the 
;  Unitarian  Church, is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  church 
fund,  and  was  one  of  the  agitators  of  the  movements 
'  which  residted  in  this  society  erecting  the  present 
j  magnificent  block  on  Pratt  street,  Hartford.  kni>wn 
j  as  the  Unity. block.  He  is  a  member  of  the  E.  & 
i  A.  M.  An  extensive  reader,  he  is  thoroughly 
i  posted  on  all  the  topics  of  the  day  ;  of  affable  manner, 
I  and  genial  nature,  he  has  won  for  himself  a  host  of 
i  friends:  and  bv  close  application  to  business,  beiiev- 
I  ing  firmly  in  the  principles  of  life  insurance,  he  has 
j  succeeded  to  a  degree  far  in  advance  of  most  men. 
1  Beginning  as  he  did  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  • 
j  his  example  is  indeed  one  well  worthy  of  emulation. 

JAMES  F.  HOLDEX,  the  courteous  and  pojiu- 
j  lar  postmaster  at  Eorestville.  Hartford  county,  is  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  having  been  born  Feb.  21, 
1857,  in  Terry ville,  in  Litchfield  county. 

Felix  Holden,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Countv  Cavan,  Ireland.  August  12,  1832.  a 
son  of  Owen  and  Catherine  (Riley)  Holden,  both 
also  natives  of  Ireland,  the  former  of  whom  died 
tliere.  the  latter  coming  to  America  and  passiiig  the 
I  rest  of  her  days  in  Bristol.  Their  son  Felix,  when  a 
I  young  man,  came  to  America,  settling  in  Connecti- 
j  cut,  and  for  over  fiftv  years  he  has  been  an  honored 
j  resident  of  Bristol.    For  twenty  years  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Bristol  Brass  &  Clock  Co.,  as  en- 
i  gineer  and  watchman,  and  he  is  now  engaged  in 
j  farming.    Mr.  Holden  married  Jane  Farley,  born 
Oct.  12,  1837,  daughter  of  Philip  Farley,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  from  Ireland,  and  spent  the  rest 
of  his  life  in  Bristol.  Conn.,  where  for  many  vears 
j  he  was  employed  in  the  copper  mines.  To  Felix  and 
I  Jane  (Farley)   Holden  came  children  as  follows: 
j  Catherine  }^Iarie.  born  Julv  21.  1855.  is  the  wife  of 
I  P.  T.  ]\Iartin.  of  Bristol;  James  Francis  is  otir  sub- 
ject; Feli.x  Joseph,  born  Xov.  11.  1859.  is  a  cigar- 
!  niaker  by  trade,  and  resides  at  home ;  ?^Iary  Eliza- 
j  beth,  born  Jan.  30,  1861,  was  married,  Oct.  15, 
1885,  to  Arthur  T.  Roach,  of  Bristol,  who  is  em- 
ployed by  the  Bristol  Brass  tS:  Clock  Co. ;  Jennette 
Cecelia,  born  Dec.  20,  1863,  is  assistant  in  the  post 
office  at  Eorestville ;  Margaret  Teresa,  born  April 
TO,  1865,  is  a  saleswoman  in  box's  store,  in  Hart- 
ford; Annie  Emma  was  born  Feb.  28,  1867;  John 
William,  born  Aug.  15,  1869,  is  an  ehctroplater 
with  the  E.  Ingraham  Co. ;  Benedict  Michael  was- 
born  I-'eb.  17,  1872  (he  demonstrated  his  patriot- 
ism by  his  services  in  the  late  war  with  Spain,  at 
the  close  of  the  Spanish  war  again  enlisted,  in 
Company  G,  27th  U.  S.  \'ols.,  going  to  the  Philip- 
pines; he  was  promoted  to  sergeant-major). 


880 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


JaiiK'S  I".  1  lolilon.  the  sulijcct  proper  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  e(hicatioii  in  the  pul)hc  scliools 
of  r.ristoK  whither  Iiis  parents  luul  removed  wiicn  he 
was  but  throe  years  of  a^e.  Alter  leaving-  scliool 
lie  worked  in  the  trinunint;-  department  of  the  E. 
N.  Welch  Manufacturinq-  Co.,  lor  four  and  one- 
lialf  years.  He  then  went  to  work  for  the  liristol 
Brass  &  Clock  Co..  on  press  work  and  bIanking--ont 
work,  continuinq-  thus  for  about  two  years,  when 
he  was  made  foreman  of  tlie  finishing-  department. 
That  position  lie  held  ten  years,  having-  under  him 
tisuallv  about  forty  hands.  In  1SS5  he  resigned  and 
took  the  appointment  of  postniaster  at  Forestville. 
and  at  the  same  time  embarked  in  the  grocery  and 
provision  business,  conducting  same  until  1889. when 
he  resigned  and  sold  out  his  business  to  Samuel 
H.  Wink.  Returning-  to  his  former  position  of  fore- 
man of  the  burner  shop  of  the  Bristol  Brass  & 
Clock  Co.,  he  held  the  same  until  1893,  when  he  was 
again  appointed  posti-naster,  and  bought  his  business 
back.  He  has  since  filled  that  position  with  his 
characteristic  ability,  care  and  tirbanity.  ^^'hen 
first  appointed  he  was  the  young^est  postmaster  in 
the  State.  In  political  faith  he  is  a  Democrat,  but 
he  docs  not  take  a  very  active  part  in  political  af- 
fairs, and  never  sought  office  of  any  kind.  ^Ir. 
Holden  is  a  charter  n-iember  of  Palos  Council,  Xo. 
35,  Knights  of  Colut-i-ibus,  of  Bristol,  of  which  he 
has  been  trustee  since  its  organization :  and  he  is  a 
charter  member  of  Court  Forest.  No.  40,  Foresters 
of  America,  of  Bristol,  of  which  he  is  past  chief 
ranger,  and  was  financial  secretarv  for  four  years. 
In  religious  connection  lie  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  St.  Matthew's  Roman  Catholic  Church,  of  For- 
estville, of  which  he  is  sexton. 

On  'Slav  15.  1883,  Mr.  Holden  was  married,  in 
Bristol.  Conn.,  to  ^largaret  Gillen,  born  ^lay  2, 
1857.  daughter  of  James  and  Ann  Gillen,  and  they 
have  one  son,  William  Cyril,  born  Feb.  9,  1884. 

f 

HON.  WILLIAM  HEXRY  WATROUS,  pres- 
ident and  treasurer  of  the  William  Rogers  Manu- 
facturing Co..  of  Hartford,  and  several  other  con- 
cerns, is  a  native  of  that  citv,  born  July  18.  1841. 
Mr.  Watrcus  is  a  son  of  Rufus  and  Julia  A.  (Rog- 
ers) Watrotis.  and  had  almost  attained  his  majoritv 
when  he  responded  to  his  country's  call  and  vol- 
tmteered  his  services  to  aid  in  crushing  out  the 
Rebellion,  but  of  this  episode  iu  his  life  further 
-mention  will  be  made  later  on. 

In  youth  William  H.  Watrous  had  l)ut  limited 
opportunities  for  an  education,  but  for  a  short  time 
he  manag-ed  to  attend  the  Arsenal  school,  then 
tatight  bv  ^.Irs.  SI.  'M.  Perrv,  and  for  one  vcar  at- 
tended the  Hartford  Public  High  School.  In  1855, 
at  the  earlv  age  of  fourteen  years,  he  began  learn- 
ing electro-plating-  in  the  factory  of  hh  uncles.  Asa 
H..  Sin-ieon  S.  and  \\'illiam  Rogers :  they  -^vere  the 
originators  of  this  industry  in  America,  and.  under 
the  firm  name  of  Rogers  Broth.crs.  in  1846.  had 
started  in  a  small  wav  in  Hartford,  at  the  foot  of 


Truml)ull  street,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Jewell  r)elting  Co.    In  1859  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  Rogers,  Smith  &  Co.,  on  Mechanic  street,  and 
I  while  with  that  firm  came  the  echo  of  the  shot  at 
;  Fort  Sumter  w  hich  Ixiomcd  around  the  world.  On 
1  the  call  f<->r  men  by  President  Lincoln,  for  the  de- 
;  fense  of  the  L  iiion,  yotmg  \\  atrous  was  among  the 
first  to  res[)ond  among  the  youth  of  Hartford,  and 
I  A]iril  18,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  ritle  Conipany  A.  then 
under  the  connnand  of  the  present  L'Tiited  States 
Senator  Josej)!)  R.  Hawley,  and  filled  out  his  term 
I  of  enlistment. 

i       On  Sept.  2,  1862.  Mr.  Watrous  again  entered 
the  volunteer  service,  and  was  musteretl  in  as  first 
I  sergeant  of  Company  B,  24th  Conn.  \'.  I.  After 
;  seeii-ig  some  minor  service,  the  24th  joined  Gen. 

Banks'  expedition,  and  on  April  14,  1863,  took  part 
1  in  the  engagement  at  Irish  Bend,  La. ;  on  May  24 
the  reginient  was  in  advance  as  skiri-nishers  to  the 
rear  of  Port  Hudson,  drove  the  enei-i-iy  from  his 
rifle-pits,  held  its  position  all    night  within  400 
yards  of  the  Rebel  earthworks,  and  lost  but  one 
l  man  killed  and  three  wounded.    On  Mav  25  five 
I  companies  from  the  24th  engaged  in  skirmishing, 
i  and  lost  two  men.    On  May  27  the  sharpshooters 
:  were  called  in,  and  the  regiment  moved,  with  its 
division,  to  the  support  of  Gen.  Weitzel's  storming 
'  column.    On  ^lay  31  the  24th  wa^  detailed  to  sup- 
1  fKDrt  batteries  on  the  right.    On  June  i  the  24th 
!  was  before  Port  Hudson,  with  the  reserve  of  the 
right  wing,  until  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  dav 
of  the  second  assault,  in  w-hich  the  regiment  played 
a  conspicuous  part.    The  diitv  assigned  it  was  for 
j  the  men  to  sling  their  rifles,  and  each  man  to  carry 
:  two  thirty-pound  gunny-bags  of  cotton,  with  which 
:  to  fill  the  ditch,  making  a  bridge  for  the  charging 
column  to  pass  over,  and  to  advance  with  the  charge. 
The  murderotis  fire  from  the  enemy's  works  catised 
,  a  failure  of  the  part  assigned  the  advance  regi- 
I  ments,  which  had  been  detailed  as  sharpshooters  and 
bearers   of  hand   grenades :  but  under  a  galling 
,  direct  and  cross  fire  "the  24th  regiment  thrust  their 
!  cotton  'bags  before  thern  and  rushed  to  the  crest 
I  of  a  little  hill  within  fifty  yards  of  the  enen-iy's 
1  works,  piled  up  their  cotton  bags,  forming  a  tem- 
I  porarv  breastwork,  and  held  it :  and  of  the  regi- 
ments  that  advanced  across  the  plateau  in  the  morn- 
■  ing  the  24th  was  the  only  one  a1)!e  to  maintain 
its  position.''    The  construction  of  tliis  light  breast- 
j  work  was  the  means  of  saving  the  lives  of  many 
'•■  of  the  retreating  soldiers  of  the  advance  regiments. 
;  who  found  shelter  behind  its  line.    Seven  men  of 
I  the  24th  were  killed  and  several  wounded.  "Under 
I  the  cover  of  darkness  an  earthwork  was  thrown  up. 
I  So  quietly  was  it  done  than  Gen.  Grover  thought 
I  the  Rebels  had  erected  a  new  redoubt,  and  ordered 
j  a  batterv  to  shell  it  out.  but  fortunatelv  the  mis- 
1  take  was  discovered."    This  line,  which  was  a  val- 
I  uable  strategic  point  for  further  operations,  and 
]  from  which  a  zig-zag  approach  was  dug  close  up 
I  to  the  enemy's  ditch,  and  a  mine  forty-two  feet 
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lontj  turinck'd  uiulcr  tlio  enemy's  works,  was  held 
hv  the  rci^inient  until  the  surrender,  July  S,  a  period 
of  twenty-five  days.  1  his  service  was  ver\  severe 
upon  the  men,  wlio  li\ed  in  burrows  and  were  ex- 
jK)sed  to  the  broiling;  heat  of  a  Louisiana  midsum- 
mer sun,  and  so  few  in  numbers  (less  than  loo  men, 
tin  accuunt  of  casualties  and  sickness)  that  one-half 
of  the  regiment  was  on  duty  each  twenty-four  hours, 
antl  was  constantly  under  fire.  "After  the  sur- 
render the  24th  was  complimented  by  the  1st  Mis- 
-'iissippi  Confederate  Regiment  for  its  coolness  and 
jierseverance,''  also  by  Gen.  Banks,  who  ordered 
VoTt  Hudson  inscribed  upon  its  colors.  The  regi- 
ment was  niusteied  out  Oct.  J,  18O3.  voung  Watrous 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant. 

In  1S65,  while  Lieut.  W'atrous  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  William  Rogers,  at  Hartford,  that  gentle- 
man organized  the  W  illiam  Rogers  Manufacturing 
Co.,  at  the  corner  of  Front  ancl  Grove  streets,  and 
in  1868  the  Lieutenant  was  transferred  to  Water- 
liurv  and  placetl  in  charge  of  Rogers  Brothers'  plat- 
ing department.  In  1870  he  returned  to  Hartford, 
and,  in  com])any  with  his  uncle,  Asa  H.  Rogers, 
founded  the  Rogers  Cutlery  Co.,  on  Asylum  street, 
•commencing  with  two  employes  only.  Soon  after- 
Avard  Mr.  Rogers  withdrew,  and  the  business  was 
removed  to  the  rear  of  the  Fourth  church,  on  North 
street.    In  1879  Watrous  purchased  one-half 

the  stock  of  the  William  Roeers  Manufacturing 
Co.,  and  moved  the  stock  of  the  Rogers  Cutlery 
Co.  into  their  factory,  at  the  corner  of  Front  and 
Crove  streets,  and  Mr.  \v'atrous  became  president, 
treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  two  com- 
panies, which  positions  he  still  retains. 

In  1S87  Mr.  Watrous  purchased  the  Kohn  silk 
mill  propertv,  on  ^larket  street,  and  transferred  the 
Rogers  companies  to  their  present  quarters.  They 
now  employ  150  hands,  and  sell  goods  valued  at 
over  $600,000  per  annum.  In  i88g  'Mr.  Watrous 
•made  a  contract  with  the  proprietors  of  a  factory 
in  Taunton.  ISIass.,  to  manufacture  hollow-ware, 
and  now  over  100  hands  are  kept  busy  making 
"blanks  for  the  Rogers  companies.  In  1890  he  bought 
the  Wickersham  property,  in  Xcrwich,  Conn.,  and 
"began  the  manufacture  of  solid  steel-handle  knives, 
carvers,  fruit-knives,  etc.,  and  in  this  industry  over 
100  hands  are  employed,  who  turn  out  2,000  dozen 
of  the  various  articles  each  week. 

In  1896  the  Eagle  Sterling  Co.,  of  Glastonbury, 
Conn.,  was  formed,  for  the  making  of  pure  silver 
Avare,  and  Mr.  Watrous  was  made  its  president. 
The  same  year  the  Watrous  Manufacturing  Co.,  of 
A\'allingford,  was  organized,  for  the  making  of 
nickel-silver  spoons  and  forks,  and  of  thi^s  com- 
panv  Mr.  Watrous  is  also  president.  On  Xov.  iq,' 
1898,  the  various  companies  in  which  Mr.  Watrous 
IS  interested  entered  into  an  agreement  with  and  be- 
came part  of  the  International  Si'ver  Co.,  which 
was  incorporated  at  that  time  with  a  capital  of 
$20,000,000.  This  company  includes  sixteen  of  the 
largest  silver-plate  concerns  in  the  country,  and  its 


'  output  is  valued  far  into  the  millions.  Mr.  Watrous 
j  was  elected  a  director  of  this,  and  manager  of  its 
]  ILartford  branch. 

In  the  summer  of  1899,  one  of  the  companies  in 
!  which  Mr.  W'atrous  was    interested    having  had 
<  some  slight  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  finest  class  of 
casting    for    its   ])rotluct,  he.  together  with  other 
I  representative  business  men  of  Hartford,  including 
j  Mr.  Carleton.  who  was  for  many  years  connected 
with  the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Co..  founded  what  is 
!  known  as  the  Carleton  Iron  Foundry,  and  erected 
a  new  building  for  the  finest  grade  of  iron  casting. 
I  This  concern  employs  about  100  men,  and  is  in  a 
.  flourishing  condition.    He  is  also  interested  in  the 
Des  Jardins  type  justifying  machine,  and  is  a  di- 
rector in  the  Connecticut  River  Banking  Co. 

The  various   extensive    business    concerns  in 
which  Mr.  Watrous  holds  so  controlling  an  interest, 
as  will  have  readily  been  seen,  employ  several  hun- 
I  dred  hands  or  assistants,  and  their  sales  ai-e  m  excess 
i  of  a  million  dollars  per  annum.    The  secret  of  the 
unvarying  success  of  these  vast  industries  rests  in 
I  the  strict  business  integrity  of  Mr.  Watrous,  the 
j  unvarying  quality  of  his  products,  his  practical  me- 
chanical knowledge,  his  daily  personal  supervision 
!  of  every  detail  of  manufacture,  the  placing  on  the 
1  market  of  a  better  quality  of  gcxjds  than  those  of 

■  his  competitors  for  the  same  money,  and  the  esteem 
he  has  won  from  his  employes  through  the  solicita- 
tion he  has  for  their  welfare,  and  who,  many  of 
them,  have  been  constantlv  in  his  employ  for  years. 

i  In  politics  Hon.  William  Henry  Watrous  is  a. 
I  stanch  Republican.  In  1894  and  1895  ^''^  yeo- 
I  man  service  as  a  member  of  the  Hartford  board 
'  of  aldermen,  and  in  1895  and  1896  was  a  repre- 
j  sentative  of  the  city  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State,  but  the  great  strain  imposed  upon  him  by 
,  multifarious  business  duties  precludes  his  participa- 
i  tion  in  political  afTairs  as  a  rule,  otherwise  he  would 
I  be  heard  from  in  more  advanced  public  positions, 

■  as  he  is  extremely  popular  with  his  party,  as  w^ell 
as  with  the  public  in  general.     Fraternally  Mr. 

I  Watrous  is  a  ^Mason  of  high  degree  under  the  Scot- 
i  tish  Rites,  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second ; 

is  at  present  a  member  of  Pyramid  Temple,  Mystic 
I  Shrine,  of  Bridgeport ;  Washington  Commandery, 

K.  T.,  of  Hartford,  as  well  as  the  blue  lodge;  and 

is  likewise  a  member  of  Robert  O.  Tyler  Post,  G. 

A.  R..  of  Hartford;  the  Army  and  Xavy  Club;  and 
[  the  Hartford  Yacht  Club,  of  which  he  was  com- 
I  modore  in  1895  and  1896. 

I  Of  the  family  relations  of  Connnodore  Watrous 
1  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  his  mother  was  a  sister 
I  of  ^Villiam  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  Hartford,  and 
i  had  a  familv  of  thirteen  children.  Of  these,  George. 
I  the  eldest,  is  with  Mr.  Watrous  as  foreman  of  the 
i  repairing  department ;  Simeon  is  the  foreman  of 

the  Rogers  &  Hamilton  Co.,  plating  department, 
I  Waterbury,  Conn.;  Edgar  R.  is  with  our  subject 

in  the  plating  department ;  an  elder  brother,  Charles. 
^  was  also  a  silver  plater,  and  with  the  Silver  Plate 
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Cuticrv  Co.,  ot  l">criiv,  Conn.  ;  one  sister.  .Vrabclla, 
is  the  widow  of  W  illiain  rvoardman,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Hartford.  Tlie  moilior  of  Mr.  Watrtnis 
died  at  the  a.i;e  of  scvent\ -eii^lit,  in  1881  ;  his  fa- 
ther, Kufns  Watrous,  horn  in  Hartford,  was  a  farni- 
er  all  his  life,  and  was  killed  by  the  cars  ii  1S53, 
when  rifty-lV'Ur  years  of  aqv.  ("irand father  Watrous 
was  born  in  Hartford,  where  tlie  family  were  among- 
the  earlv  settlers,  and  was  also  a  farmer.  His  wife 
was  Abigail  Cadwell. 

Hon.  William  Henry  Watrous  married,  in  i860,  i 
Miss  Sarah  F.  Hm-d,  of  Essex,  Conn.,  who  was  ' 
called  awav  in  iSgi.  and  in  1893  he  tojk  for  his 
second  holpmeet  Agnes  E.  McFadyen,  of  Hart-  j 
ford.  The  family  attend  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  | 
which  Mr.  Watrous  is  a  trustee.  To  conmient  on  j 
the  phenomenal  career  of  Mr.  Watrous  would  be 
the  work  of  supererogation. 

BARTHOLOMEW.  To  mention  the  family 
name  Bartholomew  in  Bristol  is  to  recall  in  the 
minds  of  its  residents  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
substantial  families  in  the  history  of  New  England, 
a  family  that  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  seventeenth  century  when,  iu  the  year 
1634.  the  three  brothers,  William,  Henry  and  Rich- 
ard Bartholomew,  in  the  company  of  Rev.  Jolm 
Lothrop  and  others,  left  the  mother  country  for 
America,  arriving  in  Boston  Sept.  16,  1634.  This 
familv  name  has  been  preserved  in  integrity  and  up- 
rightness, and  to-day  we  find  the  seventh  genera- 
tion substantially,  represented  by  Harry  Shclton 
Bartholomew,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

That  these  three  brothers,  who  transplanted  the 
family  from  England  to  America,  stood  high  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  William,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  or  thirty-three 
years,  in  1635,  was  appointed  to  the  General  Court, 
and  several  times  thereafter.  While  in  the  General 
Court  .he  was  associated  with  ^vlichael  Easton.  who 
was  afterward  governor  of  Rhode  Island  for  five 
years.  Later  William.  Bartholomew  served  as  town 
clerk  at  Ipswich,  and  was  one  of  the  seven  chosen 
men  of  the  town.  Lie  was  also  deputy  with  his 
brother.  Henry,  of  Salem,  and  in  1651  he  was  chosen 
on  a  committee.  In  England  he  married  Ann  Lord, 
a  sister  of  Robert  Lord,  and  their  marriage  was 
blessed  with  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  as  fol- 
lows: Mary  married  I\Iajor  Daniel  Dennison  Dec. 
24,  1652;  Joseph,  born  about  1638.  resided  in  Lon- 
don, England,  in  1693;  William,  born  in  1640-41, 
died  in  the  spring  of  1697.  in  Branford.  Conn. 
Mr.  and  ^Irs.  \A'il!iam  Bartholomew  were  devout 
and  active  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mr.  Bartholomew  was  clerk  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Ipswich  for  over  thirty  years.  It  is  sup- 
posed tliat  \\'illiam  and  his  brother  were  disowned 
for  religious  dissension,  and  came  to  America  to  es- 
tablish themselves  in  life  and  perpetuate  the  family 
name,   (i)  \\'illiam  died  Jan.  18,  1680,  at  the  age 


of  seventv-eighi  vears.  His  wife  died  fan.  20, 
16S2-S3. 

(II)  William  Bartholomew,  as  stated  above, 
was  born  in  liiswieh  in  1O40-41,  and  died  in  the 
spring  of  1097.  at  Branford.  On  Dec.  17.  1663, 
he  was  married  to  .Mary  Johnson,  who  was  born 
April  24,  1 642,  daugluer  of  Capt.  Isaac  and  Eliza- 
beth (Porter)  Johnson,  and  was  living  in  Branford 
in  1705.  W  illiam  learneil  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  was  engaged  very  extensively  as  a  carj)enter 
afid  millwright.  The  Old  South 'Mills,  in  Salen.u 
were  built  by  him  and  his  uncle  Henry.  He  was 
a  man  brave  in  times  of  war,  and  when,  in  1678, 
the  Hattield  Indian  Raid  occurred,  he  acvquitted  him- 
self with  such  valor  that  he  received  his  title  of 
lieutenant.  In  1679  li^  "^vas  given  twenty  acres  of 
land  in  Branford,  conditioned  that  he  would  take 
up  his  residence  in  that  town  and  build  a  gristmill. 
In  1681  he  was  given  authority  by  the  town  to  set 
up  a  sawmill  on  the  great  river ;  later  he  \va;  ap- 
pointed surveyor  of  the  town.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  I\Ir.  and  ~\Irs.  \\'illiam  Bartholomew,  as 
follows:  Isaac,  born  Nov.  i,  1664,  died  Oct.  25, 
1727.  William,  born  Oct.  16,  i66b,  died  in  1697, 
without  issue.  ^lary.  born  Oct.  26,  1668,  died  before 
1697.  Andrew,  born  Dec.  11,  1670,  died  about 
1755-  Abigail,  born  Dec.  8,  1672,  died  Jan.  15, 
1732;   she  was   stolen   by  the   Indians   Sept.  19, 

i  1677,  and  was  ransomed  ]\Iay  23,  i()78.  Elizabeth 
was  born  [March  15,  1674.  Benjamin,  about  1677. 
John,  about  1679.    Joseph,  about  1682. 

(III)  Isaac  Bartholomew  was  born  in  Roxburv. 
Mass.,  and  died  in  Branford.  He  was  a  farmer, 
and  most  highly  esteemed  bv  all  who  knew  him. 
About  1694  he  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  John 
Frisbie ;  she  was  born  Nov.  14,  1679.  '^''"J  ('^^^d  in 
}klay,  1738.  Children  were  born  to  this  marriage 
as  follows:  William,  born  about  1695.  was  living 
in  Litchfield  in  1765.  Mary,  born  about  16-97, 
sided  in  New  Haven.  Isaac,  born  Nov.  18,  1699, 
died  Aug.  25,  1750.  Rebecca,  born  April  18,  1702, 
married  Daniel  Collins,  of  New  Haven,  where  she 
resided.  Elizabeth,  born  April  12,  1704,  married 
Nathaniel  Barnes,  of  Branford,  and  resided  in  Plym- 
outh. Conn.  Ebenezer,  born  June  10,  1706.  died 
before  1727.  Abraham,  born  June  28.  1708,  died  in 
Farmington,  Conn.  Josiah,  born  Jan.  18.  1710, 
died  Feb.  12,  1777.  Abigail  married  William  Rog- 
ers, of  New  Ilaven,  in  1729.  F"reelove  married 
Abel  Curtis  Nov.  14,  1741.  Jerusha.  born  Jan.  13, 
1722-23,  married  Daniel  Finch,  of  New  Ha.ven. 

(IX)  Abraham  liartholomew  was  born  in  Bran- 
ford, Conn.,  folknved  the  vocation  of  his  father, 
and  became  a  verv  extensive  farmer  in  Branford, 
where  he  resitled  until  he  was  forty-six  years  of 
age.  In  1754  he  took  possession  of  extensive  pur- 
chases of  land  with  improvements  in  Farmingu^n, 
some  of  which  are  now  included  within  the  limits 
of  the  town  of  Burlington,  where  he  resided.  Later 
he  removed  to  the  house  since  known  as  "Bartemy 
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Tavern,"  siiuatcd  on  rcaccablo  street,  near  and 
south  of  the  lino  between  the  present  towns  or 
Bristol  and  Burlington,  lie  kept  ilie  lirst  tavern  and 
store  in  that  section.  AUhongh  about  seventy  years 
of  age,  he  enli,--teJ  in  the  Kevolutionary  war,  lie 
and  his  grandson  Ahrahani  joining  Sheldon's  Dra- 
goons, and  served  two  years.  On  June  iS,  1730, 
he  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Darnel  Page ;  she 
died  Oct.  25,  1770.  J-Iiglu  children  were  born  to 
them,  as  follows:  Hannah,  born  I\lay  9,  1731,  mar- 
ried Elihu  Smith,  of  l'"armington.  Abraliam,  born 
Jan.  28,  1732-33,  died  in  177^'.  Jacob,  born  Jan.  9, 
^72>^'27>  <^ied  Oct.  29,  1S05.  Lydia.  born  Feb.  iS, 
J73S-39,  married  Joseph  ilertord,  of  Farmington. 
J.lary  was  born  July  19,  1741.  John,  born  Aprd  15, 

1744,  died  in  1776.    Thankful,  born  March  24, 

1745,  married  Elisha  Bell,  of  Southington,  who 
later  resided  in  Granby,  Conn.,  and  in  Nicholson, 
Penn.,  respectivelv.    Patience  was  born  ^lav  19, 

174S.  '  .       -  , 

(\  )  Jacob  Bartholomew  was  born  in  braniord, 
Conn.,  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  in  addition  con- 
ducted other  business  enterprises  successfully,  and 
served  his  country  well  in  times  of  peace  and  war. 
He  became  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  carried  on  his 
business  at  the  Edward  Barnes  place,  on  Peace- 
able street.  In  turn  he  became  proprietor  of  '"Bar- 
temy  Tavern,"  witli  which  was  connected  a  store. 
At  the  organization  of  the  town  of  Bristol,  in  1785, 
he  was  elected  its  first  treasurer  and  surveyor  of 
highways.  Pie  served  the  town  in  several  other 
capacities,  and  also  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  While  nursing  his  brother  John,  who,  as  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  died  on  board  the  Govern- 
ment hospital  ship  in  Xew  York  harbor,  he  con- 
tracted a  fever  which  affected  his  health,  and  he 
died  Oct.  29,  1805.  He  was  of  good  size  and  form, 
and  had  formerly  enjoyed  fine  health.  Jacob  Bar- 
tholomew married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Squire  Heze- 
kiah  and  Sarah  (Xewell)  Gridley ;  she  was  born 
Feb.  21,  173S,  and  died  April  10,  1801.  This  mar- 
riage was  blessed  with  twelve  children,  as  follows: 
Mercy,  born  July  28.  1762,  died  ^vlarch  24,  1834, 
married  Ambrose  Hart  Aug.  2,  17S2.  Len:na, 
born  Feb.  27,  1764,  died  in  1813,  unmarried.  Sarah, 
born  Feb.  6,  1766,  died  Sept.  22,  1846,  married 
(first)  Feb.  i,  1782,  John  Winston,  of  Bristol,  and 
(second)  Elihu  Norton,  of  Bristol.  Jacob,  born 
Jan.  29,  176S,  died  Dec.  19,  1843.  Rosanna,  born 
June  2,  1770,  married  Asahel  Cowles ;  no  issue. 
Ama,  born  March  9,  1772,  died  in  1822,  married 
John  Beckwith,  of  Bristol,  Conn.  Eli.  born  Jan. 
7,  1774,  died  Sept.  29,  1801,  in  Norfolk,  X2..;  he 
was  a  nierchant  in  Hartford.  Asa,  born  }.Iarch  25, 
1776,  died  Oct.  31,  1864.  ]\Iary,  born  July  i,  1778, 
married  Luther  Tuttle.  Gad,  born  April  10,  1780, 
died  April  16,  1780.  Nancy,  born  Feb.  2,  1782, 
died  in' Farmington,  Ohio,  :day  j6.  1S52,  married 
Dennis  Lewis.  Gad,  born  May  7,  1783,  died  in  1851, 
married  Phoebe,  daughter  of  William  Stone,  of 
Harwinton,  Conn,,  on  }day  23,  1804. 


(\T)    Asa  Bartholomew,  son  of  Jacob,  was- 
born  in  '■Bariemy  Tavern."  He  became  a  very  ener- 
getic and  >u.ccc>sful  i)usniess  man.    In.  1805  he  re- 
moved to  I'leasant  \"alley,  N.  Y.,  wlicre  he  kept 
a  tavern  uiuil  September,  1807,  when  he  returned 
to  Bristol  and  purchased  a  farm  cf  300  acres  in- 
Edgewood,  which  he  conducted  with  very  great 
success.  On  Sept.  10,  iSoi,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Charity  Shelton,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Wells  and- 
}ilartha  Shelton,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Henry  Wakeley,  the  first  lawyer  of 
record  in  the  Connecticut  Colony,  and  v.hose  grand- 
mother was  a  granddaughter  of  Lieut.  John  Hub- 
bell  (famed  in  the  early  Indian  wars)  and  \\'illiam 
Thompson  (of  New  Haven)  ;  and  numbered  among 
her  father's  grandfathers  were  Gov.  Thomas  Welles, 
of  Connecticut,  Hon.  Richard  Treat,  and  Francis 
Nickols,  of  Stratford,  the  latter  a  brother  of  the  first 
governor  of  New  York  under  the  Duke  of  York. 
3vlrs.  Bartholomew  died  in  Bristol  Sept.  15,  1859, 
and  3ilr.  Bartholomew  also  died  there.   Asa  Bar- 
tholontew  was  of  an  uncommonly  independent  and 
yet  approachable  nature.  He  was  shrewd  and  hon- 
est.   His  opinions  were  original,  and  frankly  ex- 
pressed, but  tlie_\-  were  always  founded  upon  good 
i  common  sense,  and  carried  great  weight  in  the 
'■  community.    He  never  favored  or  cared  to  hold 
office.    Possessed  of  a  very  genial,  social  nature, 
in  his  latter  years  he  was  most  pleasantly  known, 
by  old  and  young,  as  "Uncle  Asa  Bartholomew.'' 
His  marriage  was  blessed  wdth  eight  chiklren,  as 
follows:   Emily,  born  Jan.  i,  1804,  died  ]\Iay  16, 
:  1877,  married  Rensselaer  L'i'pson,  of  Bristol.  George 
Vv'elles,  born  June  I9,_  1805,  died  ?^Iay  7,  1S07.  Har- 
ry Shelton,  born  June  3,  1807,  died  Oct.  7,  1827. 
Paulina,  born  June  18,  1809,  died  Feb.  9.  1S94, 
married  Alvin  Ferry  Alpress.  Jennette.  born  ]\Iarch 
31,  181 1,  married  Eli  Titus  IMerriman,        D,,  of 
Bristol.  Asa,  born  Feb.  i,  1815,  died  Oct.  7,  1896, 
Nancy  ^laria,  l)orn  Dec.  22.   1818,  died  ^lay  8, 
1880,  married  Alanson  Winston.  Jane  Charity,  l>orn 
Feb.  22,  1S21,  died  Jan.  28,  1888,  married  Welling- 
ton AA'inston.  Of  this  family,  Asa  Bartholomew,  Jr.,. 
more  than  any  of  the  other  children,  resembled 
'  his  father  in  mental  strength  and  character.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Bristol 
and  afterward  devoted  his  time  to  farming,  and 
later  in  life  he  dealt  very  extensively  in  blooded 
stock.  He  was  acknowledged  to  be  a  very  fine  judge 
of  horses,  and  at  one  time  he  was  veterinary  sur- 
geon of  the  Street  Railway  Co.  of  New  York 
■  City.  I'^or  a  few  vears  he  also  carried  on  the  butch- 
ering and  meat  business  in  Bristol,  which  to  him 
[  was  an  unprofitable  undertaking.   Like  his  ances- 
;  tors  he  was  very  prominent  in  Bristol,  ahvays  mak- 
'  ing  his  home  here.  He  never  aspired  to  public  of- 
:  fices,  but  took  a  special  interest  in  all  matters  per- 
'  taining  to  the  improvement  of  the  town.   .\  man 
of  very  decided  views,  especiall}-  in  politics,  he 
I  never  feared  to  e.xpress  his  opinion,  whatever  other 
'  people  might  think.  Fie  was  a  good  neighbor  arid' 
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citizen.  On  Nov.  lo,  1 83(^1,  lie  married  Marv  Lydia 
r>iri;i'.  wlui  was  born  IMi.  9,  iSiS,  and  died  April 
7.  1888.  liaving  been  his  partner  in  lite  for  nearl\- 
lil"ly-t\vo  years.  Their  taniilv  consisted  of  four  chil- 
dren ;  Harriet  A.,  h  .rn  I'eh.  17,  1839,  died  Jan.  ^3. 
1893.  Xatlian  L.,  born  Xov.  17,  1841,  married  Ani;-. 
22,  1892,  -Mrs.  Sarah  Emily  (Iveynokls)  Xewcomb. 
John  B.,  born  Dec.  11,  1845,  married  X'irginia  A. 
McElwc  Feb.  12,  1880.  Mary,  born  July  16,  1850, 
died  Dec.  27,  1853.  Xathan  L.  llartliolomew  is 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Dank,  Albany,  Texas. 
John  11.  Bartholomew  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
adnnni^tration  of  iiie  SLiUih  ,v  n  I  ramc  .\s--u  - 
ciation,  St.  Louis.  Asa  Bartholomew,  Jr.,  lived  to 
the  ai^e  of  eighty-one  years. 

George  W  elles  Bartholomew,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, the  eldest  son  of  Asa  and  Charity  (Shelton) 
Bartholomew,  was  born  June  19,  1805,  and  died 
Mav  7,  1897,  aged  ninely-iwo  \ears.  Fie  was  mar- 
ried in  Bristol  Jan.  14,  1829,  to  ^liss  Angeline 
Ives,  daughter  of  Deacon  Charles  Grandison  Ives, 
■of  Bristol.  She  died  Alarch  13,  1S61.  His  second 
wife  was  Mrs.  Julia  A.  (Marvin)  Cole,  of  Tol- 
land, Conn.,  who  died  !\Iay  2,  1896.  They  resided 
in  that  part  of  Bristol  now  called  Edgewood,  the 
site  of  his  father's  extensive  farm,  where  his  child- 
hood was  spent.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  engaged  in  peddling,  visiting  in  that  occupation 
Alabama  and  Mississippi.  The  manufacture  of 
clocks,  in  company  with  his  cousin,  Eli  Barthol- 
omew, was  begun  in  1828.  The  business  was  con- 
tinued by  himself  alone  vmtil  1840;  then  it  was 
superseded  by  the  development  of  the  table  cutlery 
"business.  He  made  cabinet  furniture  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  A.  F.  xA.lpress,  between 
1834  and  1840.  In  1836  he  obtained  a  lease  of  land 
about  one  mile  north  of  his  home,  and  with  Harvey 
and  Erastus  Case  opened  the  Bristol  copper  mine, 
his  share  of  which  he  sold  for  a  good  sum  to  An- 
drew Miller,  in  about  one  year.  Becoming  interested 
in  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California  in  the  fall 
of  1848,  he  started  for  the  "New  Eldorado"  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1849,  company  with  a  small  party  of 
friends,  seven  in  all,  and  rem.ained  there  until 
1853,  visiting  Bristol  in  185 1.  Soon  after  his  re- 
turn to  Bristol  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
elder  son  for  the  manufacture  of  hardware,  which 
continued  under  the  firm  name  of  G.  W.  &  H.  S. 
Bartholomew  until  the  destruction  of  their  factory 
by  fire,  in  1884,  when  he  retired  from  business. 

Mr.  Bartholomew  was  one  of  the  seventy-eight 
candidates  admitted  to  the  Congregational  Church 
May  27.  1821.  and  was  a  memlier  of  the  Sundav- 
school  organized  in  1818.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  served  his  town  in  the  of¥ices  of  judge 
of  probate,  selectman  ten  years,  justice  of  the  peace 
forty  years,  and  twice  as  representative  in  the  State 
Legislature,  18^6  and  t866.  Socially  he  was  a 
member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

his  eight  children  four  lived  to  mature  years, 
iiarry  Shelton,  Jane  Estelle,  Angeline   Ives,  and 


I  George  Welles,  Jr.    Mrs.  Angeline  I.  (Barthol- 

■  oniew)  Marvin  died  at  her  home,  Columbus,  Ohio, 

!  Aug.  28.  1893. 

i  (\TI)      H.VRRV    SilKf.TOX    l;.\RTHOLOMEW,  the 

j  eldest  son  of  George  Welles  and  Angeline  (Ives) 
I  Bartholomew,  was  born  in  Bristol  March  14,  1832. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  the  local  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  was  a  student  at  Deacon 
.Simeon  Hart's  school  for  boys  in  Farmington. 
During  the  time  that  his  father  was  in  California 
he  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  the  family  for 
three  years,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  also  went 
to  California,  visiting  tiie  gold  nn'nes  nearh-  two 
years.  During  the  following  year,  December,  1855, 
the  business  enterprise  of  his  life  was  established 
in  the  formation  of  the  manufacturing  company  of 
G.  W^  &  H.  S.  13artholomew,  which  continued 
until  1884,  since  which  time  he  has  had  no  partner. 
Mr.  Bartholomew  is  a  very  energetic  man,  and 
his  great  activity  and  reliabilitv  have  won  for  him 
the  confidence  and  afTection  of  all  acquaintances. 
In  addition  to  his  business  duties  he  has  devoted 
much  time  to  educational  and  philanthropic  works ; 
also  to  inventions,  in  w'hich  line  his  specialty  is  bit- 
braces. He  is  a  natural-born  machinist,  has  taken 
ottt  sixteen  patents  on  various  inventions  of  his 
own  in  the  bit  line,  and  in  the  production  of  bit- 
braces is  acknowledged  to  be  a  competitor  of  the 
longest  standing  in  the  country. 

yiv.  Bartholomew  has  occupied  many  positions 
of  trust  and  respvonsibility.  He  is  at  present  a 
director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Bristol,  in 
which  capacity  he  has  acted  for  twenty-three  years, 
and  is  president  of  the  Buckeye  Portland  Cement 
Co.,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  in  which  compan\-  he  pur- 
chased a  half  interest  in  1891.  He  has  also  served  on 
the  school  board  of  his  town.  Socially  he  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  Freemason,  and  in  politics  is 
a  Republican.  On  June  20,  i860,  Mr.  Bartholomew 
was  married,  in  Burlington,  to  !Miss  Sabra  A.  Peck, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Joseph  Samuel  Peck,  son  of  Seth, 
of  Joseph,  of  Ebenezer,  of  Benjamin,  of  Henry, 
from  England,  a  member  of  the  Davenport  com- 
pany of  colonists  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  1638.  Capt. 
J.  S.  Peck's  mother,  Hannah  Ailing  (or  Allen), 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  Roger  Ailing,  first  treas- 
urer of  the  New  Haven  Colony,  until  made  Deacon 
in  the  First  or  Center  Church,  which  office  he  held 
until  his  death,  in  1674.  He  was  also  collector  of 
"The  College  Corne,'  the  tax  for  the  sunport  of 
Harvard  College.  r^Irs.  Sabra  A.  (Peck)  Bartholo- 
mew is  through  her  mother,  Rosetta  (Fenn)  Peck, 
a  descendant  of  Benjamin  Fenn,  Rev.  Peter  Pru- 
den  (first  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  Milford,  Conn.), 
Joseph  Judson,  and  Nathan  Gold  (of  Stratford). 

(II)  Benjamin  Peck,  son  of  Henry,  married 
Mary  Sperry,  whose  father.  Richard  Sperrv,  har- 
bored the  regicides.  (HI)  PIbenezer  Peck  was  first 
clerk  of  the  first  church  in  Woodbridge,  Conn., 
1742.  He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Joshua 
Hotchkiss,  and  a  descendant  of  William  Tuttle, 


■I'...' 
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early  of  Xcw  llavcn.  Joseph  Peck  married 

Kcziah  LiiKS,  a  t^raiKhlauglucr  of  Ral[>li  Linos, 
who  hvcd  near  Richard  Sporry  ;u  West  Rock,  or 
"Spcrry's  Farms."  (\  )  Sclh  i 'cck  was  under  Capt. 
Benedict  Arnoki  at  the  engagement  of  Compo  Hill, 
when  Cieii.  'I'ryon  was  returning  from  Lurnnig  the 
military  supplies  at  Danbury,  1777.  lie  removed 
soon  afterward  from  New  Haven  to  Bristol,  Conn., 
where  are  now  living  some  of  his  posterity. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  -Mrs.  Bartholo- 
mew are  Alice  M.,  a  graduate  of  the  Maplewood 
Institute,  Pittsfield,  Alass. ;  Harry  Ives,  a  graduate 
of  Yale,  1894;  Joseph  Peck,  a  graduate  of  Worces- 
ter Polytechnic  Institute,  1899.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bar- 
tholomew and  family  worship  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  which  Mr.  Bartholomew  has  been 
a  member  since  May  2,  185S.  He  served  nineteen 
years  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  and 
has  been  seventeen  years  a  deacon,  ami  was  largelv 
instrumental  in  securing  the  addition  of  church  par- 
lors and  Sunday-school  rooms  during  his  superin- 
tendency.  Air.  Bartholomew  has  a  summer  home  at 
Sachem's  Head,  Guilford,  Conn.,  where  he  spends 
about  three  months  each  year  with  his  family. 

JACOB  KNOUS  (deceased)  was  for  over  thirty 
years  a  successful  inerchant  of  Hartford,  where  his 
death  occurred  Oct.  22,  1897,  after  a  long  illness 
from  valvular  disease  of  the  heart.  He  was  born 
Feb.  9,  1835,  at  A'alley  Forge,  Penn..  of  Quaker 
parentage,  and  the  family,  which  is  of  German  ori- 
gin, has  long  been  identified  with  that  locality. 

Jacob  Knous,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  a 
farmer  at  Valley  Forge,  his  home  being  near  the 
Barren  Hill  church,  where  LaF"ayette's  army  was 
quartered.  He  married  Elizabeth  Linnensheet,  a 
daughter  of  John  Linnensheet.  She  was  of  Quaker 
ancestry,  and  was  "read  out  of  meeting"  because 
she  married  out  of  the  Society,  but  she  remained  a 
faithful  believer  in  the  Quaker  faith,  and  always 
wore  the  Otiaker  dress.  Samuel  Knous, our  subject's 
father,  was  born  at  the  old  homestead,  and  became 
an  expert  inspector  of  firearms,  being  appointed  to 
service  under  the  government  at  Ilion,  N.  Y.,  and 
at  Springfield,  Mass.  After  many  years  in  Spring- 
field he  accepted  a  position  in  Colt's  Armory,  at 
Hartford,  in  1851,  which  he  held  until  some  years 
previous  to  his  death,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  He 
married  Miss  Ann  Bartel,  of  Roxborough,  Penn., 
and  they  had  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom  the 
following  are  living:  John,  for  many  years  a  super- 
intendent of  Weed's  factory,  and  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Hartford  ;  !Mrs.  Benjamin  Hannis,  of  Spring- 
field, Mass. ;  Mrs.  Ellen  A.  Barrows,  widow  of 
Edwin  G.  Barrows,  of  Hartford  :  Mrs.  John  Dit- 
mars,  of  New  York;  and  Frank  F.,  of  Xew  Haven. 

Mr.  Knous  settled  in  Hartford  in  1854,  being 
then  connected  with  the  Bee  Hive  dry-goods  store, 
conducted  by  Starr  &  Burkett.  In  1857  he  entered 
the  employ  of  C.  S.  Weatherby,  who  carried  on  a 
dry-goods  store  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Morgan 


streets,  and  soon  after  the  firm  of  Williams  & 
Knous  was  organized,  Mr.  Weatherby  going  to 
Xew  York.  'I  he  firm  was  a  very  successful  one, 
Mr.  Knuus  being  nuled  for  his  energy  and  business 
acumen.  He  was  very  popular  and  compatiionable, 
and  greatly  liked  by  all  who  had  business  tran- 
sactions with  him,  and  his  trade  w-as  large.  In 
1862  the  firm  had  changed  to  C.  S.  W^eatherbv  & 

I  Co.,  and  occupied  one  of  the  stores  in  the  Hills  block  ; 

I  afterward  the  firm  name  was  Weatherby,  Knous 
&:  Pelton.  At  the  opening  of  the  Cheney  building 
the  firm  had  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Knous  formed  a 
partnership  with  the  late  John  S.  Ives,  under  the 
name  of  Knous  &  Ives,  and  the  Bee  Flive  was  re- 
juvenated, the  southerly  corner  of  the  new  build- 
mg  having  been  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  Bee 
Hive.  He  was  engaged  in  business  at  that  stand 
for  many  years,  until  he  retired,  since  which  time 
he  had  not  been  mtich  about  the  city,  owing  to 
physical  infirmities. 

Mr.  Knous  w^as  for  thirty  years  a  vestryman  of 
St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  active  in  its 
aft'airs.  He  was  also  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  4,  F.  &  A.  ]M.  His  patriotism  w^as  shown  during 
the  Civil  war  in  many  ways,  and  he  gave  generous 
assistance  in  raising'  troops. 

In  1862  Mr.  Knous  married  Miss  Caroline  B. 
Shultas,  who  survives  him,  residing  at  their  old 
home,  Xo.  633  Prospect  avenue.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  the  late  James  B.  Shultas,  mention  of  whom  is 
made  below.  Three  children  also  survive:  (i) 
]\Irs.  William  H.  Burtenshaw  resides  in  Detroit, 
Alich.,  where  her  husband  is  secretary  of  the  Michi- 
gan Carbon  Works.  (2)  Mrs.  Lewis  D.  Parker  re- 
sides in  Hartford.  Mr.  Parker  is  president  of  the 
Hartford  Rubber  Works.  They  have  three  chd- 
dren,  ^Margery  Sweet,  Truman  Wooster,  and  Lewis 
Pond.    yix.  Parker's  father,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edwin 

i  Pond  Parker,  has  been  for  forty  years  pastor  of 
the  South  Congregational  Church  of  Hartford.  (3) 
Mrs.  Beecher  AI.  Crouse  has  one  daughter,  Caroline 
Shultas.  Mr.  Crouse  is  a  prominent  resident  of 
Utica,  X^.  Y.,  a  member  of  one  of  the  old  fam- 
ilies of  that  section,  a  director  in  various  banks  and 
other  corporations,  and  is  largely  interested  in 
mining  and  milling  at  Victor,  Colorado. 

James  Babcock  Shultas  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Oct.  6,  1805,  a  son  of  John  Shultas,  of  Dutch  an- 

I  cestry,  who  came  to  this  country  in  his  youth,  and 
before  removing  to  Hartford  lived  in  Albany,  X. 
Y.  Early  in  life  James  B.  Shultas  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  on  State  Street.  In  1S40,  in 
connection  with  Maj.  James  Goodwin,  he  purchased 
the  "L'nited  States  Hotel,"  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  owned  a  half  interest  in  that  property.  He 
assumed  the  management  of  the  hotel  for  a  short 
period  after  its  purchase,  but  withdrew  from  the 
enterprise  in  the  end  in  order  to  attend  to  other  in- 
t(  rests.  In  1850  and  185 1  he  was  a  member  of  the 
council  board  from  the  Fifth  ward,  and  in  1852 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen. 
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During  those  ycai  s  ho  took  an  aotivo  part  in  nuuiic- 
ipal  politics,  and  was  identified  witli  the  progress  of 
tlio  city.  In  1850  ho  was  ro-olocted  to  the  council 
board,  and  liold  the  position  of  chairman  of  the  coni- 
niittoe  on  lliL;h\\ays  and  Sewers.  He  also  served 
as  street  commissioner,  and  exercised  sole  control 
in  matters  rolating  to  the  management  of  the  city 
thoroughfares.  His  administration  of  the  duties 
of  the  office  was  always  wise  and  judicious,  and  en- 
titled him  to  the  approval  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

In  1S60.  during  the  mayoralty  of  Henry  C.  Dom- 
ing, Mr.  Shultas  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  po- 
lice commissioners.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
attached  to  the  old  volunteer  fire  department,  being 
associated  with  Allyn  S.  Stillman.  Gen.  William 
Hayden,  and  others  interested  in  the  discipline  and 
success,  the  esprit  dc  corps  of  the  department.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Shultas  was  treasurer  of 
the  Firemen's  Benevolent  Society,  having  succeed- 
ed the  late  Allyn  S.  Stillman  in  that  office.  He  had 
also  been  a  member  of  the  Putnam  Phalanx,  and  held 
the  office  of  major  in  that  command  from  1S62  to 
1864,  succeeding  Major  Stillman.  In  1875  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Hartford  County  }\Iutual 
Fire  Insurance  Co.  For  half  a  century  INIr.  Shultas- 
was  ^n  active  and  public-spirited  citizen.  He  was 
a  man  of  fine  personal  appearance,  and  was  always 
genial  and  pleasant,  enjoying  social  life,  and  enter- 
ing heartily  into  all  innocent  amusements  and  rec- 
reations. At  his  death,  Sept.  .13.  1880,  he  left  a 
large  estate.  IMr.  Shultas  married  ]\Iary  Ann, 
daughter  of  Truman  Sweet,  an  influential  business 
man  in  his  day.  The  only  surviving  child  of  this 
imion  is  Caroline  B.,  widow  of  Jacob  Knous,  of 
Hartford.  A  son,  Charles  Carroll  Shultas,  died  in 
New  York  July  18,  1870;  he  had  prepared  for  the 
legal  profession,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  the 
same  time  with  the  Hon.  Henry  C.  Robinson,  Hon. 
John  R.  Buck,  and  others,  but  when  tlie  Civil  war 
broke  out  he  left  his  practice  and  marched  away 
as  captain  of  Company  H,-  22nd  Conn.  V.  I.  After 
the  war  he  married  Isabel,  daughter  of  Charles  Fow- 
ler, of  New  York,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Charles 
Fowler  Shultas,  of  New  York,  who  died  Dec.  26, 
1899. 

Truman  Sweet,  son  of  Palmer  and  Lucy  (  Bid- 
well)  Sweet,  was  born  at  Farmington,  Conn.,  April 
^9>  ^77S-  In  ^806  he  began  life  as  a  stage  driver 
between  N^w^  Haven  and  Hartford.  The  mail  was 
then  carried  three  times  a  week:  the  regular,  run- 
ning time  from  New  York  to  Boston  was  four  days, 
which  was  considered  quick  traveling  in  those  days. 
In  1810  he  purchased  the  stage  route  between  Suf- 
field,  Conn.,  and  Wilbraham.  Mass.,  and  by  so  doing 
became  the  first  owner  of  linos  of  stages  running 
north  from  Hartford  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 
The  steamer  "}^Iassachusetts,"  built  by  the  inventor, 
Blanchard,  was  constructed  for  Mr.  Sv/eet  and  Ches- 
ter W.  Chapin,  of  Springfield,  another  old-time 
whip.  This  boat  ran  between  Hartford  and  Spring- 
field.   Mr.  Sweet  continued  with  boats  and  stages 


I  until  bou.ght  off  by  the  railroad  company,  when  he 
!  retired,  and  devoted  himself  to  farming,  purchas- 
'  ing  a  fine  pro;)ertv  on  Albany  avenue,  now  included 
:  in  the  plans  for  Konoy  park.  Of  the  strictest  intog- 
i  rity,  he  amassed  a  considerable  property.  Mr. 
\  Sweet  was  a  man  of  singularly  regular  habits,  his 
j  love  of  order  developing  itself  in  a  very  striking 

■  manner.  He  never  butterod  himself  to  betray  anger, 
and  probably  had  not  an  enemy  in  the  world.  He 
died  poacefull}-  in  1S64,  at  the  ago  of  nearly  ninety 

,  years,  possessing  full  control  of  his  mental  faculties 

■  to  the  last  hour  of  his  life.  In  1809  ^Ir.  Sweet  mar- 
\  ried  Miss  Mary  Glover,  and  they  became  the  par- 
I  ents  of  two  children :    Caroline,  who  married  Nor- 

I  inan  Boardman,  of  New  York;  and  Mary  Ann,  who 
married  James  B.  Shultas,  of  Hartford. 

I  AMOS  L.  CARLETON.  There  are  scattered 
;  through  New  England,  and  perhaps  more  plenti- 
j  fully  in  Connecticut  than  in  sister  States,  a  large 
!  number  of  prominent  manufactories  that  possess  an 
i  individuality  as  distinct  as  that  of  their  founders ; 
I  that  represent  some  valuable  idea  carried  into  suc- 
I  cessful  operation  by  a  master  mind ;  that  stand  for 
!  what  is  foremost  and  best  in  American  manu- 
1  facture.  In  Hartford  the  name  of  the  Carleton 
j  Foundry  Co.  is  typical  of  the  finest  grade  of  cast- 
!  ings,  and  the  company  owes  its  name  to  a  success- 
i  ful  business  man  who  has  thoroughly  mastered  his 
i  trade,  who  has  risen  to  eminence  by  the  exercise 
I  of  the  native  forces  within  him.  and  who  has  assisted 
'  in  founding  a  manufactory  that  is  one  of  tlie  rec- 
I  ognized  industrial  forces  of  the  times. 
:  Amos  L.  Carleton,  treasurer  and  general  man- 
\  ager  of  the  Carleton  Foundry  Cp.,  of  Flartford, 
:  Conn.,  was  born  in  Derry.  N.  H.,  Aug.  13,  1847, 
'  son  of  Amos  and  Anna  E.  (Hanson)  Carleton, 
•  grandson  of  David  Carleton,  a  lifelong  farmer  of 
I  New  Hamnshire,  and  great-grandson  of  David 
j  Carleton.  The  great-grandfather  was  born  ^larch 
I  4.  1704,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  mar- 
:  ried  Hannah  Daniels,  by  whom  he  had  fcur  chil- 
I  dren,  and  lived  to  a  good  old  age.  David  Carleton, 
;  the  grandfather,  married  Ruth  Stevens  in  1773,  and 
j  six  children  were  born  to  them.  The  father  hved  to 
'  the  age  of  eighty  years,  the  mother  surviving  to 
\  alm.ost  one  hundred  years  of  age.  Both  were  mem- 
:  bers  of  the  rvlethodist  Episcopal  Church. 
;  Amos  iNI.  Carleton.  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  remained  at  home  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Then  for  a  time  he  con- 
ducted the  liotel  at  Derry.  N.  H.  Selling  out.  ha 
started  a  general  store,  carrying  a  stock  of  shoes, 
groceries,  harness,  etc.,  and  buying  all  kinds  of 
j  country  produce.  He  conducted  this  business  for 
'  some  years,  then  sold  out  and  removed  to  Chicopee 
i  Falls,  Mass.  He  had  for  some  time  previous  studied 
i  veterinary  surgery,  and  had  also  practiced  extensive- 
ly, with  success.  In  1859  he  removed  to  a  farm 
:  at  Bernardston.  Mass.,  where  he  spent  some  years, 
1  then  settled  at  Winchester,  N.  PL,  where  he  spent 
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tlic  rest  of  his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  vcars.  He  achieved  distinction  m  inihtarv  cir- 
cles, having  1hl;uii  as  a  private  in  the  niiHtia,  was 
c<<nlIni^^^ion^d  cai)tain.  and  later  brevetted  colonel. 
He  was  familiarly  known  as  "Capt.  '  Carlcton,  and 
tiHik  a  great  interest  in  military  matters.  He  and 
his  wife  atteiukxl  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Lhurch. 
Anna  H.  Hanson,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
Ihirn  in  New  Hampshire.  To  Amos  M.  and  Anna 
]-■  Carleton  were  born  seven  children,  five  of  whom 
arc  living.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years. 

Amos  L.  Carlcton,  our  subject,  spent  the  early 
vears  of  his  life,  or  until  he  was  eighteen,  at  home, 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at 
Towers  Institute,  Bernardston,  Mass.  He  learned 
his  trade,  that  of  iron  molder,  at  Colerain,  where 
he  I'emained  three  years,  and  later  followed  his  trade 
at  Southington,  Conn.,  then  at  \\'orcester,  Mass. 
Returning  to  Colerain,  he  remained  there  for  a 
time,  then  went  to  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  where  he 
worked  four  years.  Proceeding  to  Shelburne  Falls, 
he  there  began  the  foundry  business  for  himself. 
Later  he  sold  out  to  the  ^lillers  Falls  Co.,  and 
going  to  Millers  Falls  took  charge  of  the  Millers 
Falls  Co.  foundry,  having  under  him  twenty-five 
men.  Remaining  tliree  years,  he  then  went  to  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Wright 
&;  Emmerson,  as  foreman,  for  one  year.  He  next  took 
charge  of  the  foundrv  department  of  the  Wasson 
Car  Co.,  at  Brightwood,  near  Springfield,  one  of 
the  largest  manufacturers  of  passenger  and  freight 
cars  in  the  United  States,  having  under  him  sev- 
enty-five men.  After  three  years'  experience  there 
Mr.  Carleton  accepted  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent with  the  G.  F.  Warner  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  having  charge  of  the  entire  works, 
both  machine  shop  and  foundry,  employing  150 
men.  There  he  remained  three  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  he  came  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  ac- 
cepting a  position  with  the  Pratt  &  Whitney  }klan- 
ufacturing  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  concerns  in  ihe 
New  England  States.  He  was  superintendent  of 
the  foundry  department,  having  entire  charge,  em- 
ploying and  discharging  all  men,  and  was  with  this 
company  for  eleven  years,  resigning  to  accept  a 
better  position.  For  the  last  three  years  he  has 
acted  as  expert,  general  superintendent  and  man- 
ager for  various  companies,  going  first  to  the  Ben- 
jamin Altha  &  Illingsworth  Steel  Foundry,  which 
he  assisted  in  placing  on  a  permanent  basis,  and 
later  to  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  with  the 
Brooks  Locomotive  Works,  getting  their  foundry 
in  running  order.  Returning  to  New  Haven,  he  as- 
sisted G.  F.  Warner  Mfg.  Co.  on  a  government 
c-'ntract.  then  began  drawn'ng  the  plans  for  the  pres- 
ent buildings  of  the  Carleton  Foundry  Co.,  where 
he  is  now  located.  The  company  owns  a  tract  of 
seven  acres  of  land. 

The  Carleton  Foundry  Co.  is  an  incorporated 
stock  company.  William  H.  Watrous  is  the  presi- 
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i  dent;  Bernard  S.  Carleton,  vice-president' and  as- 
I  sistant  treasurer;  our  subject,  treasurer  and  general 
I  manager;  and  L.  CliiUon  Carleton,  secretary.  They 
i  manufacture  a  line  of  fme  castings,  intended  for  the 
:  best  grade  of  work,  employing  expert  molders  for 
I  this  purpose,  the  force  numl>ering  about  100  men. 
;  Tlie  foundrv  is  located  on  Faience  street,  on  the 
j  direct  line  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &^  Hart- 
;  ford  railroad.    The  wide  acquaintance  and  reputa- 
tion of  Mr.  Carleton  is  a  sufiicient  guarantee  of  the 
;  success  of  this  enterprise.    He  has  patented  a  pro- 
cess for  melting  iron,  by  the  introduction  of  steam, 
converting  it  into  hydrogen,  and  oxygen  gas,  and  is 
one  of  the  patentees  of  the  chainless  bicycle,  which 
was  purchased  by  the  Pope  Manufacturing  Co. 
'        Mr.  Carleton  was  married,  in  1867,  to  Gertrude 
j  }vlaxam,  who  was  born  in  Westfield,  Mass.,  daugh- 
I  ter  of  Sanuiel  N.  and  Margaret  (Peck)  Maxam. 

Samuel  ^laxam  was  a  foundry  owner  in  Colerain, 
I  where  he  was  in  business  for  some  years.  He  died 
i  at  the  age  of  seventy.  Of  his  four  children  two  are 
!  living. 

To  yir.  and  Mrs.  Carleton  were  born  three  chil- 
i  dren,  two  of  whom,  L.  Clinton  and  Bernard  S.,  are 
1  living.    L.  Clinton  is  a  first-class  molder,  secretary 

of  the  company,  and  has  general  supervision  over 
j  the  mechanical  part  of  the  work ;  Bernard  S.  is 
I  with  the  --Etna  Life  Insurance  Co.,  being  second 
I  in  rank  in  the  renewal  department, 
i  Amos  L.  Carleton  is  a  member  of  Hartford 
I  Lodge.  F.  &  A.  AL,  and  was  formerlv  a  member  of 

Hamden  Lodge.  I.  O.  O.  F.  His  son  Bernard  S.  is  a 
1  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  Isl.,  and  L. 
j  Clinton  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  L^nited  American 
I  Mechanics.    All  are  Republicans  in  politics. 
I 

I        PATRICK  H.  CONDON,  who,  for  nearly  a 
i  third  of  a  century,  has  been  one  of  the  genial  whole- 
souled  citizens  of  Bristol,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
;  town's  substantial  business  men,  now  the  efficient 
i  first  selectman  of  the  town  and  vice-president  of  the 
I  Journal    Publishing  Co.,  is  a  native   of  Ireland, 
1  born  ]^Iarch  10,  1853,  in  County  Limerick, 
j        Mr.  Condon  is  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
I  (Flogan)  Condon,  who  were  born  in  Ireland,  where 
I  the  father  was  a  farmer  in  easy  circumstances,  and 
j  where  his    death  occurred    in  about    1S72.  The 
I  mother,  with  some  of  the  children,  after  settling 
i  up  the  estate,  came  to  America,  in  1875,  locating 
!  in  Unionville,  Conn.,  her  present  place  of  resi- 
I  dence.    Her  children  were  ^lary,  w^ho  I^ecame  the 
j  Vi  ife  of  Michael  Bridgeman,  of  L'nionville,  and  died 
j.  in  1898;  John  FL,  who  is  engaged  in  the  cutlery 
I  business  in  Unionville;  Patrick  H.,  our  subject; 
iJridget,  the  wife  of  [Michael  Hanrahan.  of  L'nion- 
ville ;  Richard  FL,  a  resident  of  Farmington,  now 
a  selectman,  who  was   formerly  a  representative 
from  the  towm  in  the  State  Legislature  ;  and  Mar- 
garet, who  married  Peter  Rourkc,  of  Unionville. 

L^p  to  the  time  of  coming  to  America,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen,  our  subject  attended  the  schools  of  his 
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locality,  and  after  his  arrival  cast  l^is  lot  lor  a 
period  at  lircctilicld,  Mass.,  working  for  two  years 
in  the  cutlery  cstahlishnient  of  J.  11.  Russell  & 
Co.  1-Voni  I'lreeutield  he  came  to  Unionvillo.  Conn., 
and  here  learned  t;ie  trade  of  an  ir>in  luouier  in  the 
lountlry  of  Coilrel  .Iv:  I'.oyart.  After  two  years" 
employment  with  this  concern  it  was  moved  to 
riainville,  and  young  Condon  went  thither  with  it. 
After  a  two-years'  stay  at  Plainville  he  came  to 
Bristol,  which  place  has  since  been  the  scene  of  his 
labors  and  triumphs.  On  coming  to  Bristcil  he  be- 
gan work  with  the  Sessions  Foundry  Co.,  and  later 
on  was  made  foreman  of  the  establishment.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  iSSS  to  go  into  business  for 
himself,  starting  on  a  small  scale  a  livery  business, 
which  he  still  conducts.  Through  his  tact  and 
good  business  qualities,  tpgether  with  his  industri- 
ous habits  and  excellent  management,  his  business 
has  developed  into  one  of  considerable  size  and  suc- 
cess. He  also  deals  extensively  in  horses,  and  carries 
on  a  general  trucking  business,  in  which  he  has  had 
some  large  contracts  outside  of  Bristol,  a  notable 
one  being  the  distributing  of  the  heavy  iron  pipe 
across  the  countv  from  Roaring  Brook  to  Shuttle 
]\leadow  reservoir.  The  political  affiliations  of 
Mr.  Condon  are  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
locally  he  is  influential  in  its  councils.  Socially  in- 
clined, and  a  good  mixer  of  men,  he  is  popular, 
and  stands  high  as  a  citizen.  He  has  served  his 
fellow  townsmen  for  two  terms  as  burgess  of  the 
town;  in  1899  was  chosen  first  selectman,  and  was 
re-elected  in  1900  with  a  majority  of  482,  running 
some  485  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket,  a  substantial 
evidence  of  his  popularity ;  he  is  now  most  satisfac- 
torily performing  the  duties  of  that  office.  On  the 
death  of  T.  H.  Keirns  he  succeeded  that  gentleman 
in  the  vice-presidency  of  the  Journal  Publishing 
Co.  He  is  a  member  of  various  orders  and  frater- 
nities, among  them  the  T.  A.  B.,  which  society  he 
vvas  instrumental  in  founding,  and  of  which  he  is 
now  a  trustee:  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  lodge  at  Bristol; 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee ; 
the  tribe  of  the  Order  of  Red  Men  at  Bristol :  the 
Order  of  Foresters  of  America;  the  Hibernian  So- 
cietv;  and  the  Heptasophs.  He  is  also  a  trustee 
of  the  Catholic  Benevolent  Legion. 

On  Jan.  31,  1877,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  3>lcDonald.  of  Plainville,  daughter  of 
Peter  McDonald,  and  to  this  union  have  come  chil- 
dren as  follows:  John  E..  born  in  1S78,  was  grad- 
uated frotn  the  Bristol  high  school  and  from  Hunt- 
singer's  Business  College,  Hartford;  George,  born 
Jan.  8.  1886,  is  at  home;  Agnes  died  in  infancy. 
The  family  are  members  of  St.  Joseph's  Roman 
Catholic  Church  of  Bristol. 

GEORGE  OLXEY  BROTT.  member  of  the 
well-known  able  firm  of  Bennett  &  Brott,  attorneys 
at  law,  Hartford,  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Miss- 
issippi, born  Ivlarch  4,  1867. 

George  F.  Brott,  his  father,  was  born  in  Canas- 


j  tota,  X.  v.,  and  received  his  education  there.  While 
quite  young  he  showetl  considerable  talent  as  a  me- 
chanic, and  for  manv  years  has  given  his  attention 
'  to  inveiitiiius  and  patents,  of  which  he  has  a  large 
number;  he  has  also  been  extensively  engaged  1:1 
I  promoting  and  developing    large    tracts    of  real 
'  e^tate.    lie  now  makes  his  home  in  Washington, 
j  D.  C.    He  married  Lucy  E.  Olney,  daughter  of 
;  Jeremiah  L)iney,  who  was  iKirn  Aug.  i,  1817,  in 
i  Thompson,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Heze- 
kiah  Olnev,    one    of  tlie  earlv  settlers  of  that 
locality,  where  he  followed  farming,  as  well  as 
j  being  a  manufacturer  of  hats,  and  also  a  merchant, 
for  several' years  conducting  a  store. 

Jeremi.\h  Olxey,  our  subject's  maternal  grand- 
lather,  received  his  education  in  Thompson,  antl 
I  for  many  years,  or  until  iSSr,  kept  a  large  general 
store  there.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has -held 
all  the  town  officers,  having  been  town  clerk,  treas- 
I  urer,  selectman,  postmaster  for  several  years,  as- 
j  sessor,  representative  in  1852,  1874,  1875,  and  from 
1803  to  1 873  collector  of  internal  revenue.  In 
j  1 88 1  he  was  appointed  commissioner  of  the  school 
j  fund  of  the  State,  a  position  he  held  up  to  1894, 
and  he  has  since  been  living  retired.  For  many 
years  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace.  In  addition  to 
holding  the  above  mentioned  offices,  he  has  served 
as  delegate  to  a  large  number  of  State  conventions, 
and  in  1880  was  a  delegate  to  the  Xational  con- 
vention which  nominated  Garfield.  In  187O  he 
was  nominated  for  state  treasurer  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  but,  although  well  supported  at  the 
polls,  failed  to  secure  election.  He  has  also  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
Thompson,  Windham  county :  for  twenty-six  con- 
tinuous years  was  president  of  the  Xational  Bank 
there,  and  is  one  of  its  oldest  officers.  Although 
now  eighty-three  years  of  age  he  is  still  hale  and 
vigorous,  and  his  opinions  regarding  questions  of 
finance  or  politics  are  considered  of  the  best.  In 
1S91  he  purchased  a  fine  residence  at  X'o.  117 
Washington  street,  Hartford,  where  he  resides 
from  September  to  June,  the  summer  months  being 
passed  at  his  old  home  in  Thompson.  Mr.  Olney 
has  been  twice  married,  first  time  to  Almira  F. 
Jacobs,  of  Thompson,  by  whom  he  had  children  as 
follows :  John  E.,  in  X'orfolk,  Xeb. :  Martha  E. 
(  Mrs.  Xichols)  ;  Lucy  E.,  mother  of  George  O. 
Brott  (she  died  when  he  was  six  months  old)  ; 
Charles  E.,  living  retired  in  Thompson:  and  Fran- 
cis L.  The  mother  of  these  died  in  1856,  and  in 
1858  Mr.  Olney  for  his  second  wife  wedded  Emily 
Matthewson.  of  Pomfret,  Conn.,  who  is  still  living. 
Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Olney  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Thompson,  and  when  in  Hart- 
ford they  attend  the  South  Church. 

George  O.  Brott,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  earlier  education  at  the  public 
schools  of  Thompson,  Windham  county,  subse- 
quently preparing  himself  for  college  at  Dean  .Acad- 
emy, Franklin,  Mass. ;  then  entered  Yale  College, 
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t^raiiuatiiiL:  tlu  rci ri 'in  in  iS^^S,  after  w  hich  ho  at- 
lunUti  L\ihn;il)ia  Law  School  two  years.  In  .Mav, 
iSi^J,  lie  was  adniittctl  to  the  liar,  and  at  once  eom- 
n.n'.ceil  the  i>ractico  of  huv  in  Xew  York  Citv,  re- 
ii-.aniini,'-  there  until  1804.  'n  that  x'ear  coniini;  to 
llartforil  and  forming-  a  law  partnership  with  Judge 
1-Mward  15.  Bennett,  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Hartford  Coimty  Bar,  which  co-partnership  lias 
i^ince  continued. 

Jn  politics  Mr.  Brott  is  a  Ropulilican,  and  since 
C'Muing  to  Hartford  has  heen  connected  with  the 
Kepublican  committee  of  the  Eighth  ward,  in  w  hich 
connection,  as  chairman,  he  in  1900  succeeded  in 
intUiencing  the  delegates  at  the  caucus  to  cast  their 
votes  for  the  nomination  of  }\Iayor  Harbison,  the 
votes  in  that  ward  deciding  the  nomination  in  his 
favor.  Mr.  Brott  has  served  on  the  board  of  alder- 
men and  common  council,  and  in  1898  he  ran  for 
judge  of  the  city  court,  but  failed  by  three  votes  to 
secure  the  office;  in  1896  he  was  elected  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  which  incumbency  he  has  since  held. 

Socially  Mr.  Brott  is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A. 
M.,  Lafayette  Lodge,  Xo.  100,  Hartford,  formerly 
affiliated  with  St.  Xicholas  Lodge,  Xew  York,  of 
which  he  was  secretary ;  member  of  Wolcott  Coun- 
cil, R.  &  S.  -\L;  of  Pythagoras  Chapter.  Xo.  17,  R. 
A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs;  of  the 
K.  O.  T.  ^L;  of  Cutler  Lodge.  Xo.  5,  K.  of  P.;  of 
Putnam  Phalanx ;  of  the  Republican  and  ^Masonic 
Clubs ;  and  of  the  Hartford  Base  Ball  Club,  of 
which  he  is  vice-president. 

On  Dec.  23,  1896.  George  O.  Brott  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Carrie  AL  ]\Iills,  wdio  was  born 
in  Thompson,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  ]\Iaria  (Perry)  Mills,  the  former  of 
whom  is  a  farmer  of  prominence  in  that  locality, 
the  latter  born  in  ^lonson,  !Mass.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  has  been  born  one  child,  Jeremiah.  ]\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Brott  are  members  of  tne  Congregational 
Church  at  Thompson,  and  attend  the  South  Church 
in  Hartford.  They  reside  at  the  home  of  his  grand- 
father, Xo.  117  Washington  street,  Hartford. 

JOEL  L.  EXGLISH.  As  secretary  of  the 
-(Etna  Life  Insurance  Co.,  an  institution  than  w'hich 
none  in  the  United  States  is  better  known,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  regarded  by  the  profession  in 
which  his  life  work  has  been  found  as  one  of  its 
"most  acomplished  members. 

Mr.  English  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Vt.,  Oct. 
I,  1843,  son  of  Henry  W.  and  Eliza  A.  English, 
and  grandson  of  Joel'  English.  The  grandfather 
was  born  Dec.  9,  1766,  in  Andover,  Tolland  Co., 
Conn.,  and  when  about  twelve  years  old.  Ids  father 
having  died,  went  to  live  with  Benjamin  Burtch, 
in  \\'oodstock,  Vt.  As  he  became  older  he  was  set 
to  -tending  Strong  &  Burtch's  mill,  on  the  Xorth 
"branch.  In  early  manhood  he  married  Tryphena 
'Strong,  who  was  born  Jan.  12,  1770.  in  Hartford, 
Vt.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Strong.  In  1789  Mr. 
linglish  bought  100  acres  of  land  on  the  West 


branch.  About  that  time  Simon  Davis.  Jr.,  set  up 
a  gristmill  on  land  near  1)}-.  and,  in  connection  with 
Daniel  lYiller,  a  sawmill,' also.  In  1793  ^Ir.  Eng- 
lish bought  the  sawmill,  and  two  years  later  Ben- 
nett &  English  bought  the  gristmill.  The  mills 
were  then  enlarged  and  improved,  and  from  this 
tii-ne  the  place  came  to  be  known  as  English  Mills. 
Joel  English  died  Dec.  19,  1852,  his  wife  on  Dec. 
28,  1846.  They  had  eight  children,  five  sons  and' 
three  daughters  :  Benajah  ;  Richard  ;  Charles  ;  Henry 
W.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  William  S. ;  Sarah, 
who  married  Jacob  Boyce,  of  Woodstck,  \'t. ;  Free- 
dom, w-ho  married  Lysander  Raymond ;  and  Marv, 
who  married  Plosea  Vaughan. 

Henry  W.  English,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Jan.  27.  1805.  He  resided  in  Woodstock, 
\'t.,  and  was  an  honorable  and  upright  man  of  ex- 
cellent spirit,  esteemed  by  all  as  a  most  valuable 
citizen.  He  held  importai-it  town  offices  and  posi- 
tions of  trust,  and  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
over  forty  years.  He  married  Eliza  A.  Steele,  and 
to  them  were  born  six  children,  three  of  whom  are 
still  living:  Charles  H.,  of  Woodstock;  Joel  L.,  our 
subject ;  and  Chloe  T.,  who  married  Charles  Adams, 
of  Peacham,  V t.  The  father  died  April  2,  1887,  aged 
eighty-two  years,  and  the  mother  lived  to  be  sev- 
enty-six. They  attended  the  Christian  Church,  in 
\\'oodstock,  of  which  Joel  English,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  had  been  a  deacon. 

Joel  L.  English  was  born  at  Woodstock.  Vt., 
Oct.  I,  1843,  '^'^''is  educated  in  the  schools  of  Wood- 
stock and  Randolph,  and  in  1867  began  the  work 
in  which  he  has  had  an  honorable  and  distinguished 
career,  entering  the  service  of  the  .-Etna  Life  In- 
surance Co.,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  as  a  stenogra- 
pher and  general  clerk  to  the  secretary.  This 
position  he  held  for  five  years,  and  in  1872  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  company, 
W'hich  he  has  held  uninterruptedly  ever  since.  In 
the  service  of  this  one  company  he  has  since  devoted 
the  business  energies  of  his  life,  in  the  performance 
of  a  ceaseless  round  of  duties  which,  while  lacking- 
in  dramatic  incident,  have  established  for  him  a 
record  of  high  order.  The  business  of  the  company 
has  increased  very  largely  in  the  past  thirty  years, 
now  employing  in  the  home  office  about  one  hun- 
dred clerks,  and  two  assistant  secretaries.  Mr. 
English  has  been  longer  in  the  service  of  the  com- 
pany than  any  who  are  now  employed  in  the  office 
wdth  one  exception.  The  company  is  the  largest  in 
Xew  England,  writing  the  greatest  amount  of  busi- 
ness, and  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  in  the 
United  States.  It  has  been  doing  business  for  over 
fifty  years. 

In  1878  Mr.  English  married  Mabel  B.  Plimp- 
ton, who  was  born  in  Hartford,  a  daughter  of  A. 
S.  Plimpton,  formerly  a  prominent  hotel-keeper  in 
this  city,  who  later  built  the  "Plimpton  House"  at 
Watch  Hill,  and  conducted  it  for  a  number  of  sea- 
sons, also  managing  the  "Dixon  House"  at  Wester- 
ly, R.  I.,  and  being  well  known  both  in  that  State 
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and  in  Connecticut.  He  dicvl  at  the  ago  of  scvcutv. 
-Mr.  Plimpton  married  Luciiula  F.  llacon.  who  was 
born  in  Xorwicti,  and  is  siill  living,  making  her 
home  with  onr  subject.  Mrs.  English  is  an  only 
child,  and  to  h.er  and'  .Mr.  Englijh  has  been  born  one 
son,  Robert  V,..  now  in  school.  In  politics  Mr.  Eng- 
lish is  a  Republican.  He  attends  St.  John"s  Epis- 
copal Church. 

JOHN'  W.  GRAY  (deceased),  formerly  a  lead- 
ing business  man  of  Hartford,  was  born  in  that 
city  March  19.  1S51,  of  an  old  and  honored  New 
England  family. 

For  over  200  years  the  Gray  family  has  been 
identified  with  this  section,  and  our  subject  is 
of  the  seventh  generation  in  descent  from 
Ebenezer  CJray,  a  pioneer  of  Hartford.  Col.  Eben- 
ezer  Gray,  his  great-grandfather,  was  an  officer 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Hartford  in" his  time,  and  Samuel  Gray,  tlie  grand- 
father, was  also  a  resident  of  the  city.  John  S. 
Gray,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Hart- 
ford, and  engaged  in  business  there  as  a  dealer  in 
crockery  and  hardware.  He  died  in  June.  1809, 
aged  eighty-three.  His  estimable  wife,  Mary  W'at- 
kinson,  who  survives  him,  was  born  in  Hartford, 
daughter  of  Robert  W'atkinson.  an  Englishman,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  a  member  of  Trinitv 
Church.  They  had  three  children,  of  whom  two 
are  living:  Annie,  now  widow  of  Rev.  John  H. 
Barbour,  D.  D.,  of  the  Berkeley  Divinitv  School, 
in  Middletown ;  and  IMiss  Ellen  Watkinson  Gray, 
who  resides  with  her  mother. 

^     The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  reared  in  Hart- 
ford, and,  on  completing  a  high-schcol  course,  en- 
tered Trinity  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1872.  The  next  year  he  spent  in  the  hard- 
ware business  with  Tracy  &  Tarbox,  witli  whom 
his  father  was  associated  as  silent  partner,  the  busi- 
ness having  been  long  established.     In   1S74  he 
bought  out  the  Goodyear  rubber  store,  and  started 
a  factory  to  make  goods  for  meclianical  purposes. 
There  he  conceived  the  idea  of  making  whole  solid 
bicycle  tires  without  joints,  this  giving  a  trend  to 
his  business  career,  and  after  a  time  began  niaking  | 
pneumatic  tires,  much  against  the  wishes  of  his  [ 
friends.    He  made  a  success  of  the  venture,  and  j 
supplied  the  Pope  ^Ifg.  Co.  with  tires  during  his  j 
life,  his  business  growing  so  rapidly  that  at  the  j 
time  of  his  death  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  1 
most  successful  men  in  the  city.    Had  he  lived  he  I 
would  doubtless  have  been  one  of  the  most  noted 
business  men  of  the  day.  as  the  business  founded 
by  him  is  now  worth  millions.    He  had  a  large 
factory  where  the  Pope  Mfg,  Co.'s  tire  department 
is  now-  located,  and  employed  a  large  force  of  nipu. 
He  sold  largely  to  other  manufacturing  concerns, 
also  making  a  large  solid  tire  which  he  had  put 
upon  the   stages  of   Philadelphia,    becoming  the 
founder  of  that  industry.    :\Ir.  Gray  passed  away 
June  I,  1892,  aged  forty-one  years,  at  his  home,  Xo. 


22  Xiles  street,  Hartford.  The  plant  was  sub- 
sequently sold  by  Mrs.  Gray  to  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co., 
and  since  then  it  has  been  part  of  that  great  cor- 
poration. Mr.  Gray  was  a  Republican  in  politics. 
Socially  he  was  a  favorite  in  the  best  circles,  and,  as 
he  was  a  tine  player,  his  musical  gifts  were  a  source 
of  pleasure  at  home  and  elsewhere. 

On  April  8,  1875,  Mr.  Gray  married  Miss  Clara 
M.  Bolter,  a  native  of  Hartford,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them :  Robert  Watkinson,  a  grad- 
uate of  Trinity  College;  Mary  Bartholomew;  and 
Clara  Gray.  Airs.  Gray  is  a  descendant  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  America,  on  the  maternal 
side  being  "of  the  eighth  generation  from  William 
Barthol  omew  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  who  canie  from 
England  in  1634.  On  her  father's  side  she  traces 
descent  from  two  families  of  special  distinction, 
each  possessing  a  coat  of  arms.  Her  father,  the 
late  James  Bolter,  was  a  well-known  banker  of 
Hartford,  and  her  maternal  grandfather,  Roswell 
Bartholomew,  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ward 
&  Bartholomew,  silversmiths,  one  of  the  earliest: 
manufacturing  firms  in  the  city.  Airs.  Gray  and 
her  children  are  highly  esteemed  in  social  life,  and 
attend  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she  is 
an  active  member. 

CLIXTOX  S.  LO\'ELAXD.  Generations  of 
good  business  qualifications  have  fitted  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  for  eminence  in  the  commercial  world. 
.-\.s  manufacturer  and  as  farmer  he  has  led  a  suc- 
cessfid  and  useful  life,  and  his  high  standing  as  a 
citizen  has  won  him  recognition  bv  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. He  is  now  serving  as  first  selectman  or  tiie 
town  of  Glastonbury. 

yir.  Loveland  is  a  representative  of  an  old  Con- 
necticut family.  Elizur  Loveland,  his  great-great- 
grandfather, was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  having 
fought  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island,  and  survived 
that  struggle.  Francis  Loveland,  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a  lifelong  farmer  of  Glas- 
tonbury. His  son.  Joshua  Loveland,  w-as  a  black- 
smith, farmer,  shoemaker,  and  general  mechanic, 
and  possessed  that  genius  of  invention  and  enter- 
prise which  is  niaking  Xew  England  the  workshop 
of  the  world.  He  remained  through  life  a  resident 
of  East  Glastonbury.  He  married  Rachel  Hills,  a 
native  of  Glastonbury,  and  to  them  w-ere  born  three 
children:  Chester,  father  of  cur  subject:  Watson, 
a  farmer  of  East  Glastonbury,  who  married  Laana 
Bly,  a  native  of  ^Marlboro:  and  John,  who  married 
Lucretia  Covell,  of  Glastonbury.  The  last  named 
enlisted  in  i860  in  the  lotli  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  was- 
killed  at  Proctor's  Creek,  \'a.,  ]May  16,  1864. 

Chester  Loveland,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was- 
born  Sept.  30,  1820,  and  died  Aug.  29,  1881.  Dur- 
ing his  earlier  years  he  followed  the  trade  of  mason 
and  builder,  and  prospered  to  a  marked  degree,  Init 
for  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  he  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  paper,  in  partnership  with 
John  R.  Buck,  a  Congressman,  of  Hartford.  The 
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factory,  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  was  located  at 
I'.ast  Lllasloiiliiirv.  He  married  Irene  R.  Loveland, 
born  l-"el).  17.  i8_'3,  (.laughter  of  Svlvestcr  and  Ruth 
(Riley J  Lovohuul,  the  latter  a  descendant  of  an  old 
and  prominent  family  of  Cdastonlniry  and  W  etlicrs- 
lield.  Jler  father  was  a  soUlier  in  the  war  of  181J. 
Te)  Chester  and  lri.ne  R.  Loveland  was  born  one 
child,  Clinton  S.,  our  subjex-t. 

Clinton  S.  Loveland  was  born  in  East  Glaston- 
Iniry  Nov.  23,  1S47.  Receiving-  a  good  common- 
school  education,  he  comi)lcted,  in  1S70,  a  course  of 
study  in  the  academy  at  W'ilbraham,  Mass.,  under 
the  instruction  of  Dr.  Cook,  one  of  his  many  class- 
mates being  Senator  Crosby,  of  Glastonbury.  Re- 
turning home,  he  engaged  in,  farming  for  ten  vears, 
and  then  entered  his  father's  paper  mill,  of  which  he 
became  superintendent,  in  which  responsible  position 
he  continued  ttntil  1S9S.  In  that  year  he  purchased 
Avhat  was  known  as  the  John  Keeney  place,  and 
there  erected  the  handsome  and  commodious  mod- 
ern residence  which  he  now  occupies.  Besides  this 
beautiful  place,  which  comprises  fourteen  acres,  he 
owns  several  fine  farms  in  East  Glastonbury,  con- 
taining in  all  some  200  acres.  ]Mr.  Loveland  was 
married,  June  13.  1877,  to  Miss  Hannah  Wier.  who 
M"as  born  in  Glastonbury,  daughter  of  Henry  O.  and 
Diantha  (Goodale)  Wier,  well-known  and  highly 
esteemed  residents  of  the  city.  The  union  of  our 
subject  and  wife  has  been  blessed  with  five  chil- 
dren: Ella  born  Sept.  2.  1S78,  is  a  graduate 
of  a  Llartford  Business  College,  and  is  a  bookkeeper 
in  that  city;  Chester  A.,  born  Sept.  19.  1880.  is  a 
student  at  Huntsinger's  Business  College,  Llart- 
ford; Alice  O.  was  born  March  16,  1883:  Henrv  C, 
Oct.  13,  1888;  and  Ruth,  Xov.  15.  1802. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  Loveland  is  a  Republican.  In 
1895  he  was  elected  to  tlie  State  Legislature  to  rep- 
resent his  town,  and  in  1S98  was  chosen  first  select- 
man, to  succeed  Henry  Potter,  holding  the  ofifice 
for  three  years;  he  has  filled  both  legislative  po- 
sitions most  acceptably  to  his  constituents.  Mr. 
Loveland  is  genial  in  manner  and  disposition,  and 
counts  many  among  his  close  friends.  He  possesses 
good  business  qualifications  and  sound  judgment,  is 
a  leader  in  his  town,  and  ranks  high  as  a  citizen. 
He  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  61,  1. 
O.  O.  P.,  and  of  the  Putnam  Phalanx,  a  very  pop- 
ular organization,  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  East  Glaston- 
bury. 

JAMES  L.  DOYLE,  proprietor  and  publisher  of 
the  New  Britain  Daily  Record,  was  born  in  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  June  24,  1855,  and  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  town.  Upon  leaving 
school  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Nonuich  Adver- 
tiser, where  by  successive  steps  he  acquired  a  train- 
ing in  newspaper  work  and  a  knowledge  of  the  print- 
ing business.  Leaving  Norwich,  he  was  with  the 
Case,  Lockv.-ood  &  Brainard  Co.,  of  Hartford,  for 
twelve  vears  in  the  office  and  as  their  traveling  rep- 


I  resentative.    For  two  years  he  managed  a  printing 
I  and  photo-engraving  establishment  in  Xew  York. 
!       In  -March,  1S98,  Mr.  Doyle,  together  with  Mr. 
'  Bacon,  purchased  the  Record,  which  had  then  been 
i  established  forty  years  as  a  weekly  newspaper.  The 
I  job  i)lant  was  purchased  at  the  same  time.    In  1890 
Mr.  Doyle  became  the  sole  owner,  and  two  years 
later  established  the  Daily  Record,  which  has  grown 
in  popularity  and  infiuence  under  his  management. 
It's  success,  and  that  of  the  job  printing  business, 
can  perhaps  best  be  measured  by  pointing  to  the  fact 
I  that  the  Record  has  recently  been  retnoved  to  its 
own    building,    a    commodious    brick  structure, 
equipped  with  new  presses  and  machinery  to  meet 
i  the  increased  demands  of  the  business.    This  build- 
i  ing  and  plant  are  accounted  among  the  best  adapted 
I  in  the  State  to  the  newspaper  and  job  printing  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Doyle  is  an  excellent  business  man,  care- 
ful, shrewd  and  accurate  always,  and  an  able  writer, 

\  fullv  informed  on  all  matters  of  public  concern. 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Republican,  and 

i  the  principles  of  that  party  are  faithfully  advo- 

I  cated  in  the  columns  of  the  Record. 

I       LYMAN.    The  family  of  the  late  Christopher 
j  C.  Lyman,  of  Hartford,  descended  from  one  of  the 
early  New  England  emigrants,  who  became  one  of 
I  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
I       Theodore  Lyman,  of  Hartford,  the  only  sur- 
i  vivor  of  the  children  of  Christopher  C.  Lyman,  is 
1  of  the  seventh  generation  from  Richard  Lyman, 
I  the  American  ancestor  of  the  family,  the  line  of  his 
descent  being  through  Lieut.  John,  John,  Elias, 
Elias  (2),  Gains  and  Christopher  C. 
I        (I)  Richard  Lyman,  from  the  County  of  Essex, 
j  England,  in  August,  163 1.  embarked  with  his  wife 
and  children  in  the  ship  '"Lion"  for  New  England, 
I  sailing  from  Bristol.    Richard  Lyman  first  became 
i  a  settler  in  Charlestown,  Mass.    He  became  a  free- 
j  man  June  11,  1635,  and  on  Oct.  15  of  the  same 
!  year  joined  the  party  of  persons  who  proceeded  to 
!  settle  Windsor,  Hartford  and  Wethersfield,  Conn 
He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford.  He 
died  in  August,  1640.    His  widow.  Sarah,  died  soon 
afterward.    His  children  named  in  the  will  were: 
Richard,  Robert,  Sarah,  John  and  Fillis. 

(II)  Lieut.  John  Lyman,  son  of  Richard  Ly- 
man, born  in  1623,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  Eng- 
land, came  to  New  England  with  h's  father,  and 
married  in  1654,  Dorcas,  daughter  of  John  Plumb, 
I  of  Branford,  Conn.    He  settled  in  Northampton, 
I  Mass.,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  in  1690. 
!  He  was  in  command  of  the  Northampton  soldiers 
in  the  famous  Falls  fight  above  Deerfield,  IVIay  18, 
1676.    His  children  were :  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  John, 
Moses,  Dorothy,  ]\Iary,  Experience,  Joseph,  Ben- 
jamin and  Caleb. 
I        (HI)  John  Lyman,  son  of  Lieut.  John  Lyman, 
born  in  1660,  in  Northan.pton.  Mass.,  married  in 
1687  Mindwell  Pomeroy,  born  in  1666,  daughter  of 
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Mary  Woodford  Slicldon,  of  Xortlunmpto!!,  and 
w  idow  of  John  i'onicroy.  She  died  in  1735.  ]ohn 
Lyman  lived  in  tlie  part  of  town  called  Soutli  FiiVms, 
and  kept  a  public  house  near  Smith's  Ferrv.  lie  died 
in  1740.  His  .  hildren  were:  Mindwell,  Dorcas, 
llaiuiali,  John,  Esther,  Gideon,  Elizabeth,  I'hineas, 
Klias  and  Gad. 

Elias  Lyman,  son  of  John  Lyman,  born 
in  1710.  at  South  Farms,  married  in  1736  Hannah 
Alien,  daui::hter  of  Deacon  Samuel  Allen,  of  North- 
ar-ipton.  She  was  born  in  1714,  and  died  in  17 — . 
y.WdLS  Lyman  was  among  those  who  were  called  out 
for  the  defense  of  Bennmgton  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  succeeded  his  father  in  his  business  as  a 
farmer  and  keeper  of  a  public  house.  Fie  died  in 
1790.  His  children  were :  Hannah,  Rachel,  Elias, 
Joel,  Elizabeth,  Sarah  Mindwell  and  Jonathan. 

(V)  Elias  Lyman  (2),  son  of  Elias  Lyman,  born 
in  1740  at  South  Farms,  married  in  1764  Hannah 
Clapp,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Clapp,  of  Eastharnpton. 
She  was  born  in  1742,  and  died  in  1813.  Elias 
Lyman  built  a  house  about  a  mile  north  of  his  fa- 
ther's, not  far  from  Rock  Ferry,  where  all  of  his 
children  were  born.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  kept  a 
public  house.  He  died  in  1816.  His  children 
were:  Justin,  Elias,  Gains,  Elizabeth,  Hannah, 
Asahel,  Simeon,  Rachel  and  Job. 

(VI)  Gains  Lyman,  son  of  Elias  Lyman  (2), 
born  Nov.  24,  1769,  married  on  Jan.  18,  1797,  Sub- 
mit Field,  daughter  of  Deacon  Joseph  Field,  of 
Sunderland,  3ilass.  She  was  born  June  17,  1774, 
and  died  in  Hartford  April  27,  1846.  Gains  Lyman 
succeeded  his  brother  Justin  in  the  occupation  of 
the  Rock  House  for  several  years.  In  1804  he 
moved  to  Hartford,  Conn.  He  traded  in  lumber  and 
West  Indies  goods.  He  died  in  Hartford,  Jan.  4, 
1845.  His  children  were :  Elhanan  Winchester, 
Christopher  C,  Orra  A.,  Julia  E.,  Emma  S.,  Jane 
R.,  Hannah  S.,  and  Theodore. 

(VII)  Christopher  Columbus  Lyman,  son  of 
Gaius,  was  born  Dec.  28,  1800.  in  Northampton, 
Mass.,  and  married  on  Sept.  6,  1830,  at  Bennington, 
Vt.,  Cecelia  Breakenridge.  She  died  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  Feb.  20,  1870.  Their  children  were :  Ce- 
cilia, born  in  1831,  died  Aug.  i,  1832;  Theodore, 
born  Jan.  4,  1834;  Cecelia  (2),  born  Oct.  14,  1837, 
died  ]March  24,  1842;  and  ]\Iary,  born  Sept.  30, 
1842,  died  April  21,  1844. 

The  late  Christopher  C.  Lyman,  whose  death 
occurred  at  his  home  in  Hartford  on  May  28,  1883, 
had  been  a  resident  of  the  city  for  upward  of  fifty 
years.  He  was  for  a  period  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business,  but  in  1835,  on  the  reorganization  of  the 
Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  became  assistant  sec- 
retary thereof,  and  faithfully  performed  his  duties 
as  such  until  1878 — a  period  of  forty-three  years. 
He  declined  all  opportunities  of  promotion  and  re- 
quests to  hold  a  higher  position,  though  he  was  a 
director  of  the  company  and  the  largest  individual 
stockholder.  Mr.  Lym.an  lived  in  a  quiet  and  unos- 
tentatious way,  but  was  of  a  most  charitable  nature. 


I  and  always  gave  very  liberally  to  a  great  many 
■  good  objects,  and  did  it,  as  he  did  everything  else, 
:  in  a  most  quiet  way.  He  was  possessed  of  musical 
I  tastes,  and  was  a  man  of  much  musical  culture. 

He  was  a  thorough  student  in  the  culture  of 
j  music,  and  the  musical  library  which  he  collected 
j  was  said  to  have  been  the  linest,  at  the  time  of  iiis 
;  death,  in  the  State.  He,  himself,  composed  a  number 

of  hynni  tunes,  but  never  any  more  elaborate  work. 
\  He  was  a  Christian  gentleman,  whom  everybody 

respected.  He  left  a  record  of  a  blameless  life,  and 

a  reputation  for  integrity  and  uprightness  such  as 

few  men  acquire. 

(VTII)  Theodore  Lyman,  son  of  Christopher  C. 

Lyman,  has  been  a  real-estate  lawyer  in  Hartford, 
\  where  he  was  born  Jan.  4,  1S34,  and  where  his  busy 
I  and  usefid  life  thus  far  has  been  passed.  He  w"as 
;  graduated  from  the  Hartford  Public  High  School 
j  m  1851,  and  from  Yale  College  in  1855.  He  studied 
I  law  under  the  direction  of  Thomas  C.  and  Charles 
I  E.  Perkins,  of  Flartford,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
!  Bar  in  that  city  June  26,  1859.  On  Jan.  22,  1886, 
i  ]Mr.  Lyman  was  married,  at  Arlington,  ^Mass.,  to 

Laura  i\I.,  daughter  of  George  T.  Sherman.  Their 
I  children  are  as  follows :  Helen,  born  Nov.  8,  18S8 ; 
j  Richard  Sherman,  born  Jan.  29,  1891  ;  Bertha,  bom 
i  Oct.  22,  1892;  Esther,  born  }>Iarch  12,  1S94. 

1       ALBERT  L.  POPE.    For  many  years  the  mak- 
i  ing  of  Columbia  and  Hartford  bicycles  has  been 
I  one  of  liartford's  leading  industries,  and  the  great 
'  factories  devoted  to  this  purpose  comprise  the  larg- 
j  est  cycle-manufacturing  plant  in  the  world. 
1       The  Pope  -^lanufacturing  Co.,  now  known  as 
I  the  Coltnnbia  department  of  the  American  Bicycle 
;  Co.,  was  organized  in  1877,  and  from  small  be- 
ginnings  its  btisiness  has  grown  to  vast  propor- 
\  tions.     Albert  L.  Pope  became  manager  of  this 
!  great  industrial  establishment  in  1899,  his  advance- 
j  ment  to  the  position  affording  striking  proof  of  the 
t  fact  that  men  need  no  longer  grow  old  in  order 
'  to  qualify  for  responsible  business  positions. 
!       Mr.  Pope  is  a  son  of  Col.  Albert  A.  Pope,  found- 
i  er  of  the  bicycle  industry  in  America.    If  his  par- 
j  entage  aflorded  him  any  unusual  opportunities  for 
business  success,  it  may  be  noted  that  they  were  of 
j  a  kind  which  he  never  could  have  made  the  most 
I  of  had  he  not  himself  possessed  exceptional  ability. 
;       Albert  L.  Pope  was  born  in  Newton,  Mass..  in 
I  1872.    After  being  educated  at  Phillips  Academy, 
Exeter,  N.  H.,  he  expressed  strong  preference  for 
a  business  career,  and  spent  a  year  at  the  Columbia 
factories  in  Hartford,  thoroughly  familiarizing  him- 
self with  the  details  of  manufacturing  and  office 
work,  and  during  this  period  he  entered  the  works 
dailv  at  seven  in  the  morning,  remaining  until  six 
at  night.    This  course  of  training  gave  him  prac- 
tical experience  in  every  department  of  factory  and 
office.    He  afterward  traveled  in  the  interest  of  the 
company,  and  made  a  thorough  study   of  every 
branch  of  the  selling  system.    In  1894  he  was  ap- 
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jiointoJ  manager  of  the  i\>pc  Company's  Boston 
branch,  controlhng  the  territory  incktded  in  the 
Slates  of  Maine,  -\ew  Hampshire  and  eastern  Mas- 
i.aehu>etis.  in  tliis  position  lie  was  uniformlv  suc- 
cessful, and  in  iS^jJ  he  was  made  secretary  of  the 
I'ope  -Manufacturing-  Co..  and  took  up  his  perman- 
ent residence  in  the  city  of  Hartford.  That  he  most 
ably  lilled  the  position  as  secretary  is  evidenced  bv 
the'  fact  that  he  was  subsequently  promoted  to  Ins 
present  position. 

.Mr.  I'e^pe  was  for  nine  years  prominently  con- 
nected with  military  allairs  in  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut.  For  three  years  previous  to  1S96  he 
was  provost-sergeant  on  the  First  Brigade  Siaft"  of 
the  Massachusetts  \'oluntcer  ^^lilitia,  and  later  was 
captain  on  the  staff  of  Brig.-Gen.  ]\latthews,  com- 
manding the  First  Brigade,  Massachusetts  National 
Guard.  In  1S9S,  during  the  Spanish  war,  !Mr.  Pope 
was  at  Marblehead  in  camp  with  the  brigade,  whicli 
was  not,  however,  called  into  active  service.  After 
his  removal  to  Hartford  Mr.  Pope,  during  1898  and 
1899,  served  as  quartermaster  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment, Connecticut  National  Guard. 

P'or  several  years  IMr.  Pope  was  a  member  of  the 
Algonquin  Club  of  Boston,  and  also  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Athletic  Association,  the  ^Massachusetts 
Bicycle  Club  of  Boston,  the  Corinthian  Yacht  Club 
of  Marblehead,  and  the  FIull  Yacht  Club  of-  Hull, 
of  which  latter  organization  he  was  rear  commo- 
dore. In  1S99  he  built  the  stanch  steam-yacht  "Co- 
lumbia," well  known  among  the  pleasure  craft  of 
the  Connecticut  river,  Long  Island  Sound  and  ad- 
joining waters. 

SUMNER  FA^HLY.  The  principal  family  of 
tKe  name  of  Sumner  in  Connecticut  is  traced  back 
to  (1)  Roger  Sumner,  of  Bicester,  Oxfordshire, 
England,  who  married  Nov.  2,  1601,  Joane  Frank- 
lin, and  died  Dec.  3,  1608.    Their  only  child  was 

{11)  William  Sumner,  born  at  Bicester,  1605, 
niarrie'd  Oct.  22,  1625,  ?\Iary  West,  came  to  New 
England  in  1636,  and  settled  at  Dorchester,  !Mass. 
He  was  selectman  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
was  deputy  to  the  General  Court  1658,  1666-70-72- 
78-81-83-86.  His  wife  died  June  7,  1676,  and  he 
on  Dec.  9,  16SS.  Issue:  William,  Joane,  Rogers, 
George,  Samuel,  and  Increase.    Of  these, 

(III)  William  Sumner,  born  at  Bicester,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Augustine  Clement,  of 
Dorchester.  He  was  a  mariner;  moved  to  Boston 
■where  he  died  in  February,  1675.  His  widow  died 
before  1687. 

(IV)  Clement  Sumner,  the  next  youngest  in  a 
family  of  ten  children,  was  born  at  Boston  Sept.  6, 
1671 ;  married  May  18,  1698,  Margaret  Harris; 
lived  at  Boston. 

(V)  William  Sumner,  the  eldest  of  seven  chil- 
dren, was  born  March  18,  1699,  at  Boston  ;  married 
Oct.  II,  1721,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hunt, 
of  Lebanon,  Conn.  He  was  a  physician,  and  lived 
at  Hebron,  Conn.    In  1767  he  moved  to  Clarcmont, 


X.  II.,  where  he  died  }^larch  4,  1778;  she  passed 
away  April  2,  17S1. 

\  1)  Reuben  Sumner,  the  third  of  nine  chil- 
dren, born  at  Hebron,  Conn.,  May  29,  1727,  married 
March  0,  1754,  Elizabeili  Mack,  at  Hebron,  Conn. 
He  died  April  2,  1807,  she  on  July  10,  1805. 

(\  II)  Rev.  Henry  Peterson  Sumner,  a  Metho- 
dist preacher,  the  ninth  in  a  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, born  June  10,  1773,  married  Oct.  II,  1796, 
:  Jerusha,  daughter  of  Solomon  Perrin,  of  Hebron. 
She  died  Feb.  4.  179S;  he  married  (second)  Sept. 
II,  1798,  Mary  S.,  daughter  of  Timothy  Goslee,  of 
Cilastonbury,  Conn.  He  died  Jan.  18,  1838;  his 
widow  died  at  Bolton,  Conn.,  July  9,  1875. 

(\'III)  John  Wesley  Sumner,  eighth  in  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  was  born  at  Hebron.  Conn., 
Sept.  16.  1812.    He  resided  at  Bolton,  of  which 
town  he  was  a  representative  in  1877-78.    On  Nov. 
23,  1836,  he  married  ]Mary,  daughter  of  George 
Gleason,  and  a  brief  record  of  their  children  is  as 
follows:  Henry  Peterson,  born  at  Hebron,  Conn., 
Jan. -2 1,  1838,  died  at  Bolton,  Conn.,  Aug.  29,  1873. 
;  Mary  Elizabeth,  3ilay    23,  1840,    May    24,  1840. 
George  Gleason,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows.  ^Nlary 
Flla,  born  at  Canton,  Conn.,  April  24,  184S,  mar- 
:  ried  Feb.  8,  187 1,  J.  L.  \Miite,  of  Bolton,  and  died 
:  Oct.  6,  1876.    Frank  Chester,  the  youngest,  a  sketch 
of  whom  follows. 

George  Gleason  Sumner,  born  Jan.  14,  1841, 
at  Bolton,  Conn.,  attended  the  district  schools  of  the 
place  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  was  then  sent 
to  the  Bartlett  Piigh  School  at  New  London.  After 
I  studying  there  a  year  and  a  half  he  became  teacher 
I  of  the  district  school  in  Andover,  after  which  he 
went  to  Williston  Seminary,  there  to  fit  himself  for 
a  college  course.  Ill  health,  however,  compelled 
him  to  relinquish  his  plans  for  securing  a  university 
education,  and  the  next  four  years  he  spent  upon 
the  farm  in  Bolton,  working  in  tne  summer  time 
and  teaching  in  winter.  During  this  period  he  was 
town  clerk  for  three  years,  probate  clerk  and  acting 
school  visitor. 

In  1864  Mr.  Sumner  began  the  study  of  law 
with  Hon.  David  S.  Calhoun,  in  ^Manchester,  after- 
ward removed  to  Hartford,  and  entered  the  law 
oftice  of  Waldo  &  Hyde,  and  in  1866  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar.    In  1867  he  was  elected  a  rep- 
resentative from  the  town  of  Bolton  to  the  General 
x'Vssembly.    The  same  year  he  removed  his  residence 
to  Hartford ;  in  1868  was  elected  an  alderman  from 
the  Fifth  ward,  and  served  four  years.    He  was  city 
'  attorney  for  one  term,  associate  jndge  of  the  city 
court,  police  commissioner  for  three  years,  and  re- 
corder of  the  city  court  for  four  years.    In  1S73-74 
'  he  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Central 
I  Committee.    In  1877  he  was  a  candidate  for  the 
!  State  Senate  from  the  First  District,  and  receivcil  a 
I  certificate  of  election, but  was  compelled  to  relinquish 
;  the  position  after  a  contest.    In  the  year  following 
I  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  of  Hartford.  In 
I  1883  he  was  elected  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State. 
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Jn  1SS7-8S  W  scr\cd  as  Stale  senator  from  tlie 
l-iT^l  District. 

In  October,  1S70.  Gcoryc  G.  Sunnier  married 
Mi>s  Julia  K.,  tlaui;li!er  ot  Jl.m.  David  Gallup,  of 
riaintield.  Conn.,  and  two  ciiildrcn  came  of  this 
union:  William  Lialluii,  lH)ru  Dec.  5,  1871,  died  m 
Jan..  1S73;  and  l{lla  Gallup,  born  in  March,  1875, 
died  young;.  The  mother  of  these  was  called  from 
earth  March  J,  1875. 

Fkank  CiiiiSTEK  Sc-Mxi^R,  born  June  8,  1850, 
at  Canton,  Conn.,  received  his  education  at  the 
pubic  schools  of  liolton,  Conn.,  and  the  Hartford 
High  School.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Hartford  Trust  Co.,  as 
messenger,  and  rose  by  degrees  until  reaching  his 
present  responsible  position,  that  of  secretary- 
treasurer.  He  is  a  director  of  the  State  Prison,  of 
the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Co.,  and  of  the  Gray  Telephone 
Pay  Station ;  a  trustee  of  the  }\Iechanics  Savings 
Bank;  and  has  served  as  a  jurv  commissioner;  also 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  health  twelve  years,  up 
to  1900. 

On  June  17.  1S96.  Frank  C.  Sumner  was  united 
in  marriage  with  ^liss  !Mary  L.  Catlir,,  daughter 
of  George  S.  and  Adelaide  L.  (Catlin)  Catlin,  and 
a  granddaughter  of  Hon.  George  S.  Catlin. 

HEXRY  FREDERICK  S^^TH.  Mr.  Smith, 
who  was  for  nearly  ihirtv  years  identified  with  the 
wholesale  grocery  trade  of  Hartford,  and  has  been 
for  thirteen  years  connected  with  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment of  the  city,  w  as  born  July  12,  1853,  in  the 
city  of  \\'eimar,  in  the  Grand  ]3uchy  of  Saxe-Wei- 
mar-Eisenach,  Germ.any. 

Roberi"  H  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  is  one 
of  the  most  influential  German  residents  of  Flart- 
ford,  no  less  because  of  his  native  intelligence  and 
superior  education  than  on  account  of  his  genial 
disposition  and  his  sterling  .moral  worth.  As  a 
young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  file  maker  in 
Germany,  where  he  was  born  Sept.  10.  1S28.  While 
yet  a  young  man  he  married  Elizabeth  Krumpholz, 
whose  father  was  a  large  forge  owner,  and  a  man 
of  some  wealth  in  the  P^atherland.  Their  first  child, 
Henry  F.,  was  born  July  12.  1S53.  and  while  he 
was  yet  an  infant  of  six  weeks  the  young  parents 
emigrated  to  America,  ki  1854  Robert  H.  Smith, 
with  his  wife  and  child,  settled  in  Hartford,  where 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  James  Arthur,  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  file  makers  and  general 
locksmiths.  Early  in  the  'sixties  he  embarked  in 
business  bv  himself,  manufacturing  files,  and  nsually 
employing  from  six  to  eight  men  in  his  shop  at 
No.  129  Front  street.  He  soon  acquired  a  well- 
deserved  reputation  for  turning  out  superior  work, 
and  business  was  prosperous  with  him  until  ill 
health  compelled  his  retirement  from  active  pur- 
suits in  the  early  'eighties.  He  was  always  a  stanch 
Republican;  also  took  an  interest  in  fraternal  so- 
ciety work.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Ger- 
maii  Independent  Aid  Society,  end  the  first  chan- 


I  cellor  commander  of  Herman  Lodge,  Xo.  16,  K. 
!  P.,  and  is  an  active  member  of  Hartford  Lodge,  F. 
.^v:  A.  M..  and  other  Masonic  bodies.    Both  he  and 
his  wife  were  confirmed  in  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  childhood.     Mrs.  Smith,  mother  of  Henry  F., 
died  Oct.  1,  1880.    She  I^ore  her  husband  four  cliil- 
dren.  of  whom,  as  has  been  said,  Henry  was  the 
I  first  born.    The  others  in  i^irder  of  birth  were  Cath- 
i  erine,  born  Feb.  20,  1855.  married  George  A.  Prut- 
ting.  Jr.,  anil  died  in  Mav.  i88q;  Rose,  born  Oct. 
■  ^9'  I'^S/'     '•'''^  ^^■'ft'  '^f  L)r.  Charles        Brunner,  c>f 
:  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. ;  .Marie,  born  ^larch  4.  1S66,  mar- 
;  ried  George  A.  Pruning,  after  the  death  of  her  eld- 
,  est  sister,  Catherine. 

i        Henry  F.  Smith  received  his  early  education  in 
;  the  German-English  school  on  Temple  street,  and  at 
'  the  old  Centre  school.    His  father,  however,  wished 
:  him  to  study  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land,  and 
/  in  July,  1865.  tlie  l)oy  (then  only  twelve  years  old) 
was  sent  to  Germany,  where  he  became  an  inmate  of 
I  the  household  of  an  uncle  at  Weimar.    This  uncle 
was  a  man  of  prominence ;  a  paymaster  in  the  Ducal 
army  at  that  time ;  and  afterward  holding  the  same 
post  in  the  Imperial  army  of  Gemianv.    For  three 
years  young  Hcnrv  F.  w"as  a  pupil  in  the  Real  (Pre- 
paratory) school,  an  institution  which  fitted  its  stu- 
dents for  entrance  to  the  universities,  but  in  July, 
1868.  he  returned  to  the  parental  roof-tree  in  Flart- 
ford.    On  Oct.  8  of  that  year  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Foster  &  Co.,  wholesale  grocers,  and  the 
storv  of  his  connection  with  that  concern  affords  a 
key  to  the  secret  of  his  success  in  life.    He  showed 
j  such  innate  aliilitv,  quick  perception,  ready  grasp 
j  of  emergencies,  industry  and  fidehty.  that  he  rapidly 
:  rose  from  the  humble  rank  of  office  IxDy  to  a  com- 
I  manding  jxisition,  after  serving  as  bookkeeper,  sales*- 
i  man  and  buyer.    For  tw'enty-seven  years  and  three 
months  he  remained  with  the  firm,  resigning  Jan. 
I  I,  1896. 

i  It  is  in  his  career  as  a  public  man,  however, 
I  that  ]Mr.  Smith  has  been  especiallv  conspicuous.  In 
I  1886,  and  again  in  1887,  the  Republicans  of  tlie 
i  Fourth  ward\elected  him  to  represent  them  in  the 
!  common  council  board.  He  served  on  several  im- 
i  portant  committees,  among  them  those  on  Amuse- 
I  ments  and  Claims.  In  1891  he  was  the  unsuccess- 
1  ful  Republican  nominee  for  the  ofiice  of  town  clerk, 
;  being  defeated  by  his  Democratic  ooponent,  John  E. 
I  Higgins,  bv  1.388  majority,  the  total  vote  polled 
;  being  7,702.  Two  years  later  he  again  locked  po- 
:  litical  horns  with  the  same  antagonist,  and  was 
;  again  defeated,  altlicugli  the  majority  was  reduced 
j  to  twenty-eight,  in  a  total  vote  of  5.800.  In  the 
spring  of  1894  the  same  gentlemen  were  opposing 
i  candidates  for  the  office  of  city  clerk  of  Hartford, 
'  Mr.  Smith  being  chosen  by  a  majority  of  882.  In* 
'  1895  he  was  once  more  a  successful  candidate,  and 
;  in  1896  (the  offices  of  town  clerk  and  city  clerk  hav- 
'  ing  been  consolidated)  he  was  elected  to  the  dual 
'  position  by  a  inajority  of  735,  for  the  period  of  two 
!  years.    So  satisfactorily  did  he  fill  this  position  that 
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he  was  liunofLHl,  in  i8ii8  aiul  luoo,  by  l)i.ing-  nuulc 
tho  noiiiiiicc  of  bv)lh  political  parties,  receiving;-  all 
but  tliirty-scvcn  out  oi  a  total  of  9,487  votes  cast, 
ami  twcnty-scvcii  out  <>(  10.348  votes,  respectively. 

Mr.  Smith  is  actively  and  ]irLiniinentIv  identitied 
with  many  fraternal,  social,  athletic  and  benevolent 
organizations.  He  is  a  member  of  Charter  Oak 
Lodge,  No.  2.  1.  O.  ().  r.,  and  Miriam  Lodge, 
Lianghters  of  I\.el)ekah;  he  is  a  charter  member  of 
Lincoln  Lodge,  Xo.  55,  K.  1'.,  has  always  stood 
high  in  its  coimcils,  having  been  }*laster  of  l-'inance 
from  1894  to  1897,  antl  is  now  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees ;  is  president  of  the  Pythian  Build- 
ing Association,  lie  has  attainetl  high  rank  as  a 
^Mason,  being  a  member  of  Lafayette  Lodge,,  Xo. 
100,  A.  F.  &  A.  ^L  ;  I'ythagoras  Chapter,  X'o.  17, 
R.  A.  ^L ;  W'olcott  Council,  Xo.  i,  Washington 
Commandery,  Xo.  i,  K.  T.,  and  Sphinx  Temple.  A. 
A.  O.  X'^.  ^L  S.  He  also  belongs  to  Teutonia  Lodge, 
Xo.  9,  Sons  of  Llerman  ;  Charter  Oak  Tent,  Xo.  27, 
K.  O.  T.  M. ;  is  a  social  member  of  the  Modern 
"Woodmen  ;  the  Hartford  Saengerbund  ;  the  Llartford 
jNIacnnerchor :  the  Hartford  Turnerbund ;  the  Hart- 
ford Rihe  Club ;  the  Republican  Club ;  and  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  He  has  also  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  the  Connecticut  Xational  Guard,  of  w-hich  he 
lias  long  been  a  tried  member  and  efficient  officer. 
He  connected  himself  with  that  bodv  in  1872,  join- 
ing Company  A.  1st  Regiment,  rose  from  the  ranks 
to  be  first  lieutenant,  and  resigned  in  1891.  Five 
years  later  he  became  a  member  of  Putnam  Phalanx, 
and  since  Feb.  22,  1898,  has  been  adjutant  of  the 
-organization,  holding  rank  of  captain. 

In  October,  1876,-  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to 
JMiss  Rose  Bihl.  of  East  Hartford.  Their  only  child, 
Ernest  W.,  was  born  Dec.  9,  1879,  and  died  Oct. 
14,  1884. 

JOSEPH  R.  AXDREWS.  The  Andrews  fam- 
ily has  long  been  prominent  in  this  section,  and  the 
ancestors  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  leading  busi- 
ness man  of  X'ew  Britain,  were  early  settlers  there, 
a  portion  of  the  city  being  built  upon  the  old  home- 
stead. 

The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  we  liave  record, 
John  and  ^Mary  Andrews,  early  settled  in  Hartford 
county,  probably  about  1640,  he  being  one  of  the 
eighty-four  proprietors  of  the  ancient  town  of 
Tunxis,  named  afterward  "Farmington."  Tunxis 
was  then  as  much  the  name  of  a  tribe  of  Indians  as 
it  w-as  of  the  river  and  land  they  occupied  and 
claimed  as  proprietors. 

Daniel  Andrews,  third  son  of  John  and  Mary,  the 
settlers,  was  born  ^lay  27,  1649.  lived  in  Farm- 
mgton,  Conn.,  in  1672  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
eighty-four  proprietors,  and  received  a  division  of 
the  lands  on  his  £44  taxable  estate.  He  united  with 
the  church  at  Farmington  ]\Iav  24,  1692.  He  died 
April  13,  1731,  in  his  eighty-second  year.  His  name 
occasionallv  appears  on  the  town  records  as  engaged 
in  public  business ;  was  one  of  the  "townsmen" 


'  UkjO  and  later;  was  often  employed  in  the  settle- 
j  uK'ut  uf  estates,  etc.  He  was  a  large  land-holder,  as 
1  ajipears  from  the  laud  records  at  Farmington. 

John  Antlreus,  son  uf  Daniel,  of  Farmington, 
born  jiuie  10,  1O80,  lived  in  the  town  of  Wethers- 
ticld,  Li->nn.,  but  belonged  to  Kensington  Parish. 
He  died  June  lO,  1740,  aged  sixty  years.  He  wat, 
called  Scrgt.  John. 

r^loses  Andrews,  second  son  of  Sergt.  John,  of 
\^  ether^tieUl,  and  great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  born  2\Iay  12,  1722,  at  W'ethersfield,  near 
the  line  of  l''armington,  married  Xov.  10,  1748, 
L>ydia,  datigiuer  of  Joseph  Root.  She  was  a  woman 
of  great  Christian  meekness  and  patience.  She  fit- 
ted out  for  the  army  of  the  Revolution  six  of  her 
nine  sons,  by  her  own  industry,  spinning  the  yarn 
and  then  making  the  garments.  She  died  July  6, 
1S06,  in  her  eighty-lirst  year.  Moses  Andrew^s  was 
chosen  one  of  the  standing  committee  of  the  church 
of  which  he  and  his  wife  were  members.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  was  greatly  respected.  Like 
his  father  he  had  the  military  title  of  sergeant. 

Joseph  Andrews, our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
and  son  of  Sergt.  ]Moses,  of  X'ew  Britain,  was  born 
Dec.  23,  1751,  and  died  Xov.  23,  1831,  aged  eighty 
years.  Pie  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  from  his 
father,  was  also  a  farmer  at  the  homestead,  was  a 
large  land-holder,  and  built  the  house  recently  oc- 
cupied by  our  subject's  father,  at  X'o.  62  Burritt 
street,  Xew  Britain,  that  street  being  on  the  bound- 
ary line  of  the  farm.  He  was  a  thorough  farmer 
and  good  mechanic.  He  married  Feb.  6,  1777, 
Lydia  Judd.    He  was  in  the  Revolutionary  w^ar. 

Joseph  Andrews,  Jr.,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
and  son  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  Andrews,  of  Xew- 
Britain,  was  born  Jan.  4,  1791.  On  Jan.  9,  1817, 
he  married  Clarissa,  daughter  of  Deacon  John  Os- 
good, of  X'^ew  Britain,  and  lived  at  the  old  home  of 
his  father,  north  of  West  Main  street,  about  one 
mile  from  the  village.  He  died  June  19,  1S24,  aged 
thirty-three  years.  They  had  two  children,  John 
FI.  and  Clarissa ;  Clarissa  married  Samuel  Steele, 
and  died  Aug.  13,  1840.' 

John  H.  Andrews,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Aug.  27,  1819,  at  the  home  of  his  grand- 
father, Joseph,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
j  that  locality.    While  a  boy  he  went  to  Wethersfield 
I  to  gain  a  knowdedge  of  the  grocery  business  with 
1  Samuel  J.  Andrews.    He  inherited  part  of  the  old 
j  Andrews  homestead  of  his  father  and  grandfather, 
i  about  one  mile  west  of  the  village,  and  leaving  the 
j  grocery  business  he  settled  thereon  and  engaged  in 
\  general  farming  and  tobacco  culture.    He  added 
;  largely  to  the  estate,  having  at  one  time  at  least  250 
acres,  including  pasture  lands,  while  in  the  home- 
stead proper  he  had  one  hundred  acres.    The  growth 
of  the  city  in  that  direction  led  to  the  selling  of 
many  residence  lots,  but  the  greater  portion  of  the 
i  land  is  still  retained.    He  was  always  regarded  as 
j  exceptionally  industrious  and  thrifty,  and  his  judg- 
'  ment  was  considered  excellent  in  business  matters 
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anil  ill  public  alLiirs.  At  the  time  the  now  T.aptist 
church  was  built  he  served  as  trustee,  and  his  iiulu- 
enco  was  given  to  various  progressive  nioveinents. 
lie  passed  away  Jan.  30,  1899.  ^i^:"-"'!  seventy-nine 
years.  In  early  lite  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  later 
lie  became  an  independent  and  then  a  Republican. 
Mr.  Andrews  married  Julia  A.  Church,  a  tlaughter 
of  James  and  Hulda  (.Darnes  )  Church,  of  lladdam, 
Conn.,  and  the  following  children  were  born  to  them  : 
Hattic  married  Anson  V.  I'owler,  of  Xorth  Guilford. 
Conn.,  and  died  in  December,  1880;  Georgiatma.  is 
the  widow  of  Charles  M.  Church,  late  of  Nev.-  Brit- 
ain, who  died  Oct.  i,  1900;  Jennie  died  Aug.  14, 
1870;  James  E.  is  a  farmer  and  market  gardener 
on  Burritt  street,  Xew  Britain ;  Joseph  R.  is  our 
subject;  Jolin  G.  resides  in  Xew  Britain;  and  Annie 
married  V.  II.  Johnston,  of  Xew  Britain. 

Joseph  R.  Andrews  was  bv^rn  June  2b.  1S56.  at 
Xew  Britain,  and  in  bo;>hood  attended  the  public 
schools  of  the  place,  leaving  the  high  school  during 
the  second  year  of  the  course.  In  the  summer  of 
1876  he  was  employed  temporarily  in  the  local  post 
office,  while  the  regular  clerks  were  taking  a  va- 
cation, and  then,  alter  a  few  months  spetit  in  as- 
sisting in  the  work  of  the  farm,  he  became  associ- 
ated in  business  with  his  father  and  brother  James, 
who  were  carrying  on  an  extensive  trade  in  dressing 
cattle  for  retail  dealers.  For  four  years  our  sub- 
ject had  charge  of  this  business.  The  great  packers 
of  Chicago  were  then  extending  their  business  op- 
erations, the  tirst  to  establish  a  branch  house  in  Xew 
Britain  being  Gustavus  F.  and  Edwin  C.  Swift,  and 
Mr.  Andrews,  seeing  the  inevitable  tendency  of  the 
movement,  formed  a  partnership  with  them  in  18S1 
which  has  ever  since  continued  success fuUv,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Andrews,  Switt  &  Co.  Ke 
has  been  active  in  municipal  affairs,  for  four  years 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  oi  police  commis- 
sioners, being  chairman  at  the  present  time,  and 
was  instrumental  in  securing  the  introduction  of 
the  Gamewell  police  sigrial  system  in  1S98.  He  is 
also  chairman  of  the  joint  board  of  police  and  fire 
commissioners,  for  the  erection  of  the  new  police 
and  fire  building  on  Commercial  street.  On  Aug. 
9,  1890,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  ist  Regiment 
Connecticut  X'ational  Guard,  and  at  the  second  meet- 
ing thereafter,  Aug.  15,  1890,  was  elected  second 
lieutenant.  On  Jan.  25,  1891,  he  was  chosen  first- 
lieutenant,  and  Dec.  i,  1892,  captain  of  Company  n, 
serving  until  March,  1896,  when,  at  his  request,  he 
was  placed  on  the  retired  list.  He  and  his  family  are 
prominent  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  locality. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  has 
been  a  trustee  of  the  same  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  is  identified  with  the  Xew  Britain  Club ;  the 
X'ew  England  Order  of  Protection  :  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum;  Centennial  Lodge,  Xo.  118,  F.  &  A.  M.,  in 
which  he  is  senior  warden;  Giddings  Chapter,  R. 
A.  M. ;  Doric  Council.  R.  &  S.  M.,  of  Xew  Britain ; 
Washington  Commandery.  Xo.  i,  K.  T. ;  and  .Sphinx 
Temple,  Xobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Hartford. 


j  ALVA  E.  ABRAMS.  M.  D.,  a  prominent  and 
successful  physician  of  Hartford,  where  for  fifteen 
and  more  years  he  has  been  closely  and  favorably 
;  identified  with  the  medical  profession,  is  a  descend- 
I  ant  of  Xew  York  and  Connecticut  ancestry. 
I  J.  Danforth  Abrams,  the  father  of  Dr.  Abranis,. 
i  and  son  of  Elnathan  and  .\nna  (Strong)  Abrams, 
j  who  were  farming  people  of  Duanesburg,  X".  Y., 
I  where  the  former  tlied  in  1801.  was  born  in  1836. 

at  Duanesburg,  and  was  there  reared  and  passed 
j  the  greater  jwrt  of  his  life,  engaged  in  agricultural 
'  pursuits.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  and 
i  served  in  Comp-any  I.  137th  X.  Y.  \'.  L,  and  lost  his 
I  life,  dying  in  18O5  at  Fortress  ^Nlcnroe.  \'a.  He  had 
I  married  J\liss  Susan,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Har- 
I  riet  (Bentley)  Ladd,  and  a  sister  of  George  \V. 
j  Ladd,  of  Bloomfield,  Conn.,  and  to  the  marriage  v/cre 
born  two  sons:  Alva  F..  our  subject;  and  Elijali. 
I  D.,  a  farmer  and  dair_\niau  of  the  town  of  W  est 
I  Flartford. 

I  Alva  E.  Abrams  was  born  June  28,  1856.  at 
!  Duanesburg,  X.  Y.,  and  hi  the  schools  of  that  place 
received  his  elementary  education.  He  was  pre- 
!  pared  for  college  at  Little  Falls.  X'.  Y.,  then  pur- 
;  sued  the  scientific  course  of  studv,  to  the  Jun.ior- 
!  year,  at  Cornell  Lniversity,  Ithaca,  X.  Y.  Follow- 
i  ing  this  he  taught  school  two  years  in  X'ew  Yorlc 
I  State,  and  began  the  studv  of  medicine  at  Duanes- 
!  burg.  He  studied  at  the  X'ew  York  University 
!  IMedical  College,  was  graduated  from  the  Albany 
I  (X.  Y.)  3,Iedical  College  in  188  r,  and  for  a  time- 
I  following  his  graduation  was  connected  professinn- 
I  allv  witii  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  at  Albany,  X.  Y. 
!  Then  for  two  years  he  was  "engaged  in  practice  at 
I  Duanesburg.  In  1884  Dr.  Abrams  came  to  Hart- 
'  ford.  Conn.,  whei;e  he  became  associated  in  practice 
I  with  Dr.  J.  A.  Stevens,  with  wdiom  he  reinained  three- 
i  years,  then  removed  to  Collinsville,  Conn.,  remain- 
:  ing  one  vear.  On  the  death  of  Dr.  Stevens,  in  1887, 
j  our  subject  returned  to  Hartford  and  took  up  that 
!  doctor's  practice,  and  from  that  time  to  this  he  has 
I  been  a  most  busy  and  active  man,  not  only  profes- 
I  sionally  but  also  in  all  lines  of  citizenship.  Of 
studious  habits  and  ambitious  to  cxcell.  Dr.  Abrams 
I  has  kept  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  lines  that  have 
'  tended  to  the  advancement  of  his  profession,  and 
I  bv  his  close  attention  to  his  professional  duties  and 
1  good  management  he  has  been  successful  in  build- 
I  ing  up  an  extensive  practice.  He  is  a  member  of 
I  the  Citv  ]\Iedical  Society,  of  the  County  Medical 
j  Society^  and  of  the  State  Society.  He  is  also  a 
I  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
i  of  the  American  Laryngological.  Rhinological  and 
}  Otological  Society.  In  1897  he  was  a  delegate  to 
I  the  International  Medical  Congress  which  met  at 
j  Moscow,  Russia.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford 
!  Scientific  Society,  and  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
I  Club :  is  medical  examiner  for  the  Royal  Arcanum^ 
the  Penn  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  John  Hancock  Society  of  Massachu- 
setts.   Fle  is  identified  with  the  Pa:rk  Congrega- 
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tioiial  Cluircli  of  Hartford,  in  wliicli  socictv  lie  is  a 
deacon. 

(  >n  July  1877,  Dr.  Abranis  was  niarricl  to 
Miss  Jc>.>io,  (.laui;lucr  of  Rev.  D.  ColiIv  and 
Eu|)Iuniia  (^Murray)  Davis,  of  Brooklyn.  X.  Y., 
and  to  tin-  union  have  come  children  as  follows: 
Mabel,  lilVie  and  Jessie. 

CHARLES  KIXG,  for  nearly  scventv  vcars  a 
respected  resident  of  Hartford,  where  lie  has  lived 
retired  from  active  business  life  for  the  past  eight 
or  nine  years,  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  Alav 
8,  1825,  at  Chicopee,  of  stalwart  New  England 
stock. 

(I)  William  King,  the  first  of  this  family 
known,  lived  in  Devonshire,  England.  He  had  two 
sons,  James  and  William,  who  came  to  America, 
James  settling  in  Ipswich,  IMass.,  William  some- 
where in  the  South. 

(H)  James  King,  born  in  England  in  1652,  came 
to  this  country  in  1678,  and  died  in  Suffield,  Conn., 
in  1717;  he  married  Elizabeth  Euller  }klarch  23, 
1674. 

(HI)  Benjamin  King,  great-great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  Nov.  20,  1683,  and  died 
in  1733,  at  Stattord,  Conn.  He  was  a  farmer;  his 
"wife  was  Remember  Hall. 

(IV)  Benjamin  King,  son  of  the  above,  born 
in  1717,  in  Enfield,  died  in  1776;  married,  in  1741, 
Sarah  Pease. 

(\")  Xahum  King,  son  of  the  above,  and  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1757,  and 
died  in  1812  in  Enfield.  Conn.  By  occupation  he 
was  a  wagon  maker  and  blacksmith.  In  1779,  in 
Enfield,  Conn.,  he  married  Sarah  Bugbee. 

(VI)  Seth  King,  son  of  the  above,  and  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  IVIarch  7,  1798,  in  Enfield, 
Conn.,  and  spent  his  early  school  days  there.  On 
Feb.  9,  1S24,  at  Hartford,  \'t.,  he  married  3vliss 
Marcia  Bugbee,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Bugbee.  For 
*  a  year  or  two  Seth  King  clerked  in  Chicopee,  ]\Iass., 
and  then  engaged  in  business  at  ^^'entworth,  X'.  H. 
In  1832  he  moved  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  here  for 
forty  years  was  connected  with  the  /Etna  Fire  In- 
surance Co.,  from  which  for  ten  years  he  received  a 
pension.  He  and  his  wife  both  died  at  Hartford, 
he  on  Jan.  3,  1882.  she  on  Dec.  12,  1862.  They  were 
the  parents  of  children  as  follovv's :  Charles,  the  sub- 
ject proper  of  this  memoir ;  Sarah  Bugbee,  born  in 
1827,  died  in  182S  in  Wentworth,  N.  H. ;  Henry, 
born  in  1830,  died  in  184-  :  James,  born  in  1832, 
died  in  1872:  Edward,  born  in  1836,  residing  in 
Chicago;  William  Henry,  born  in  1840,  secretary  of 
the  ^tna  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  Hartford ;  and 
Seth  Bugbee,  born  in  1842,  now  a  resident  of  Hart- 
ford. 

Charles   King,  whose  name   introduces  these 
lines,  received  his  education  at  the  First  district 
school  of  Hartford,  now  known  as  the  Brown 
.school,  and  at  tne  age  of  fifteen  years  entered  the 
employ  of  Smith,  Bourn  &  Co.,  merchants  and  manu- 


:  facturers  of  Hartford,  with  whom  he  remained,  in 
!  the  cajiacity  of  clerk,  and,  later,  as  partner,  some 
'  thirty  years.  In  1S72  he  engaged  in  the  stove  busi- 
:  ness  in  Hartford,  in  a  store  located  next  to  the 
:  I'ourlh  church.,  and  this  he  successfully  carried  on 
for  twenty  years,  retiring  in  1892  from  active  busi- 
j  ness.  on  account  of  his  health. 

On  June  17,  1850,  Charles  King  was  married,  in 
;  Windsor,  Conn.,  by  Rev.  T.  E.  Leete,  to  }>Iaria  C. 
i  Olmstead.  wlio  was  born  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  daugh- 
!  ter  of  X'orton  and  Clarissa  Alaria  (Allen  )  Olmstead, 
both  of  Enfield,  and  granddaughter  of  George  Allen 
(\'Ij.      To  tins  umon  children  as   follows  were 
born:  Emma  ^laria.  Charles,  George  Allen  (who 
died  Xov.   17,   1900),   Sarah  Adelaide   (wife  of 
Isaac  Bragaw,  of  Hartford),  and  Louis  Henry  (who 
j  died  in  18SS,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years), 
j       George  Allen,  son  of  Moses  (A'^.  was  born  Oct. 
I  24,  1770,  and  died  in  Enfield  Sept.  i,  1833.  He 
married,  March  i,  1793,  Betsey  Rich,  of  Haddam, 
Conn.,  who  was  born  March  6,  1778,  and  died  in  En- 
field X^ov.  6,  1864;  her  father  was  a  sea  captahi. 
To  this  union  were  born  five  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  George,  Dec.  11, 
1795;  Betsey,  Feb.   16,   1798;  Xorman,  Oct.  18, 
iSoo;  Henry,  Jan.  15,  1803:  and  Clarissa  ]\Iaria, 
Aug.  5,  18 1 2,  who  became  the  w'ife  of  X^orton 
Olmstead,  father  of  ]\Irs.  King.    X'orton  Olmstead 
I  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Dorothy  (Terry)  Olmstead  ; 

resided  most  of  his  life  in  Enfield,  was  engaged  in 
j  the  hatting  business  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  but  died 
;  in  Hartford. 

I       On  June  17,  1900,  ^Ir.  and  -Mrs.  Charles  King 
i  gave  a  reception  at  their  home  on  Windsor  avenue, 
j  the  occasion  being  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their 
!  wedding.-  This  interesting  event  was,  in  addition  to 
'  other  ceremonies,  fittingly  celebrated  by  the  baptism 
'  of  their  youngest  grandchild.    ^Ir.  and  I\Irs.  King 
{  have  been  connected  with  the  Windsor  Avenue  Con- 
gregational Church  since  its  formation,  and  he  has 
served  as  deacon  thereof  for  the  past  twenty-six 
years.    Their  numerous  friends  wish  them  many 
I  years  of  health  and  happiness,  and  a  long  continu- 
i  ance  of  the  high  regard  and  esteem  in  which  they  are 
'  held.  ^ 

JOSEPH  BUTHS,  collector  and  appraiser  of 
the  State  Sav  ngs  Bank  of  Hartford,  was  born  Tune 
2,  1858,  at  Koenigstein,  near  Frankfort-on-the-Main, 
Germany. 

'Mr.  ButhSj  comes  of  excellent  family,  and  his 
father,  Anton  Buths,  a  native  of  Bibrich  on  the 
Rhine,  was  a  well-known  lawyer  at  Koenigstein. 
He  was  clerk  in  the  courts  for  about  eighteen  years, 
and  his  long  and  faithful  work  on  the  records  re- 
ceived high  commendation.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a  Protestant.  He  died  aged  forty-four  years, 
and  his  wife,  Eva  Colloseus.  died  in  1891.  when 
fifty-five  years  of  age.  She  was  born  at  Koenig- 
stein, and  was  one  of  the  family  of  eleven  children  of 
Joseph  Colloseus,  a  wealthy  hotel-keeper  at  Koenig- 
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vU'in.  who  hckl  the  iHi>iiioii  of  poslniastor  for  fiftv 
_\cars.  and  also  kept  about  ^i\ty  horses  for  siipplv- 
iiii;-  various  stai;e  hues.  J  le  hved  to  the  ripe  old 
ai^e  of  seveuty-nine. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  days  in  Clernianv, 
and  after  reeei\  ini;-  a  i^ranimar  and  hiyh-scliool  edu- 
cation entered  the  radwav  mail  and  telegraph  ser- 
vice, where  he  continued  ten  years.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  he  came  to  America,  locating  in  liart- 
lord.  where  his  ability  and  energy  speedily  won  him 
jx  prominent  place  in  business  circles.  About  iSSi 
lie  started  in  the  State  Savings  Bank,  and  he  now 
Jias  charge  of  all  the  collecting  and  appraising,  much 
■of  his  time  being  given  to  collections  and  appraising 
for  court  purposes ;  he  is  an  expert  in  his  line.  The 
bank  does  a  loaning  business  of  over  Sj, 000,000  on 
real  estate,  and  ^Ir.  liuths  has  dealt  in  land  to 
some  extent,  and  has  built  ten  houses  for  sale  or 
jease. 

In  1SS3  Mr.  Buths  married  Miss  Louise  R. 
Stamm,  who  was  born  in  Hartford,  one  of  the  four 
slaughters  of  John  and  Rosina  Stamm.  Her  father 
was  a  well-known  tailor,  having  been  in  business 
in  Hartford  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Buths  died  in 
1893,  aged  thirty-seven  years.  Two  of  her  sisters 
are  living:  Emilie,  wife  of  ^lax  H.  Peiler,  assistant 
actuary  of  the  -l^tna  Life  Insttrance  Co.  of  Hart- 
ford;  and  Mrs.  William  A.  Smith,  of  Brooklyn,  X. 
Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buths  had  two  children ;  Anna 
Eva  and  Louis  S.,  both  living  at  home  and  attending 
the  high  school. 

Our  subject  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  was 
in  the  common  council  in  1890-91  ;  was  alderman  in 
1892-93 ;  was  appointed  member  of  the  board  of 
-Street  commissioners  in  1S93;  re-appointed  in  1896; 
and  re-appointed  again  in  1S99,  to  serve  vmtil  1902. 
At  present  he  is  the  second  oldest  in  the  board  of 
commissioners,  and  its  president.  He  has  been  ac- 
tive in  school  interests,  serving  four  years  on  the 
■committee  of  the  Washington  school  district.  For 
nine  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Plartford  Building  &  Loan  Association 
■previous  to  his  resignation  in  1899,  ^""^  loi"  ^"^'^  years 
"he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  fire  under- 
writers. He  is. treasurer  of  the  Hubbard  Escort,  a 
political  association,  and  has  held  the  same  office  in 
Lafayette  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ]M.,  for  five  years.  He 
is  a  member  of  Pythagoras  Chapter ;  of  Washing- 
ton Commandery,  in  which  he  is  now  guard ;  and 
-also  belongs  to  Sphinx  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  at 
Hartford.  He  is  an  active  metnber  of  the  First 
L'niversalist  Church  of  Hartford,  to  which  his  wife 
also  belonged,  and  is  a  member  of  the  church  com- 
mittee. 

ADDISOX  HAR\T-:Y  BRAIXERD,  a  prom- 
inent farmer  of  Enfield,  was  Ixjrn  June  i,  1857,  on 
the  ]5rainerd  homestead,  where  he  nov.-  resides,  a 
son  of  Harvey  Pierce  and  }^[ary  Lavinia  (Brain- 
erd )  Braincrd,  and  on  both  paternal  and  maternal 
^sides  is  descended  from  Daniel  Brainerd,  who  about 


164S,  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  was  brouglit  bv  the 
\\'yllys  family  from  b^igland  to  Hartford,  Co'.m., 
and  was  there  reared  ti_)  manhood.  He  spent  most 
of  his  life  in  Maililani,  L'l.  nn.,  Vv  here  he  settled  about 
1662.  He  married  ]  lannah  Sjx'ncer,  daughter  of 
Gerrard  Spencer,  of  Lyim,  Massachusetts. 

Our  subject's  ])aternal  grandparents  were  Jared 
and  ALary  (Pierce)  Brainerd.  and  he  traces  his  an- 
cestry back  through  Frederick  antl  Anna  (Brain- 
erd )  Brainerd  ;  ICzra  and  Jerusha  (  Snow)  Brainerd  ; 
Josiali  and  Hannah  (Spencer)  Brainerd;  William 
and  Sarah  (Bidwell)  Brainerd:  to  Daniel  Brainerd, 
the  progenitor  of-  the  family  in  A'.nerica,  who  came 
to  Hartford  about  164S. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Ansel  (Jr.)  and  Olivia  (  Shaler)  Brainerd;  and  the 
line  is  traced  back  through  Ansel  (Sr.)  and  Han- 
nah (Dart)  Brainerd;  Josiah  and  Lois  (Hurlburt) 
P>rainerd  ;  Josiah  and  Hannah  (Soencer)  Brainerd; 
William  and  Sarah  (Bidwell)  Brainerd;  to  Daniel 
and  Hannah  (Spencer)  Braincrd,  the  original  an- 
cestors in  America. 

Harvey  P.  Brainerd,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  on  the  Brainerd  homestead  in 
Enfield,  where  he  lived  almost  all  his  life,  a  success- 
ful farmer.  Always  fond  of  his  books,  it  was  his 
ambition  in  youth  to  obtain  a  college  education,  and 

prepared  himself  accordingly,  but  too  close  appli- 
cation injured  his  health,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
give  up  the  project.  Going  South,  he  remained  some 
time,  teaching  scliool,  and  regained  his  health  to  a 
marked  degree,  though  not  sufficiently  to  w^arrant 
him  in  resuming  his  studies,  so  he  settled  down  to 
farm  life  at  the  old  home.  Having  taken  up  farm- 
ing, he  devoted  himself  to  that  calling  with  an  en- 
ergy and  earnestness  that  was  in  itself  assurance  of 
success,  and  his  farm  became  one  of  the  best  cvtl- 
tivated  and  most  productive  in  Enfield.  The  old 
house  was  replaced  by  one  of  modern  architecture. 
He  was  a  thorough  business  man,  scrupulously  lion- 
est  and  careful  in  all  his  dealings,  and  was  most 
respected  where  best  known.  Mr.  Brainerd's  fam- 
ily consisted  of  five  children,  but  only  three  grew 
to  maturitv :  },[ary  O.  (^Irs.  Edwin  D.  F/ench), 
Addison  H.  (our  subject),  and  Helen  E.,  the  daugh- 
ters residing  in  Xew  York  City.  Harvev  P.  Brain- 
erd took  an  active  part  in  church  affairs,  and  was 
for  many  years  a  deacon  in  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Enfield,  which  he  joined  in  1841.  His 
strong,  clear  mind  was.  plainly  shov.m  in  his  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  Bible,  and  the  great  pleas- 
ure he  took  in  listening  to  a  deej)  Scriptural  dis- 
course, yir.  Brainerd  died  April  28,  1889,  aged 
sixty-eight  years,  his  death  being  brought  on  bv 
enlargement  of  the  heart ;  he  was  confined  to  the 
house  but  a  few  days.  His  widow  passed  awav 
March  23,  1S97,  after  an  illness  of  several  weeks, 
and  both  were  sincerely  mourned  bv  all  their  neigh- 
bors and  friends  in  the  communitv.  Mrs.  Brainerd 
was  a  native  of  Haddam,  and  came  to  Enfield  after 
her  marriage.    She  proved  a  devoted  wife  and  a 
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kind  ami  iiululyont  inoilicr,  and  no  labor  tliat  would 
add  anything;:  to  tlic  comfort  or  happiness  of  her  ■ 
laniily  was  loo  Lireat  for  her  to  undertake.  Her 
neii;ldK>rs,  also,  ii.ul  many  cvitlences  of  her  kind- 
heartedness,  and  >lie  was  kmnvn  as  an  exemplary 
Christian  wom.ui.  Sh.e  declined  gradually  during 
the  last  lew  year>,  and  she  passed  away  peacefully, 
conscious  to  the  last,  and  trusting  in  the  assurances 
of  her  faith. 

Aildison  Harvey  r>rainerd  was  educated  in  the 
common  and  private  schools,  and  at  the  Connecticut 
Literary  Institute,  Suffield.  He  succeeded  to  the 
homestead  at  his  father's  death,  and  is  a  success- 
ful farmer.  Vn  ¥ch.  J2,  1SS2,  he  married  Agnes 
i>.,  daughter  of  Charles  F.  and  Mary  (Lawrence) 
Morrison,  of  *  T hompsonville,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Agnes  ^Lary.  Mrs.  Brainerd  died  Dec.  25, 
1883.  In  politics  Mr.  Brainerd  is  a  Republican,  and 
in  religious  connection  he  is  identified  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

IRA  WARREN  PORTER  (deceased)  was  born 
in  East  Hartford  !March  9,  1821,  was  an  energetic,  1 
reliable  and  progressive  farmer  throughout  life,  and 
one  of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  the  town.  He 
descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  Colonial  families  j 
of  the  State,  having  its  origin  in  England.  ! 

John  Porter,  the  founder  of  the  Porter  family  • 
of  Connecticut,  was  born  in  1590  in  Kenilworth,  ! 
Warwickshire,  England,  at  Uraxhall  Abbey,  the  1 
ancient  seat  of  the  family,  and  was  of  the  twelfth  I 
generation  descendant  from  William  de  la  Porte,  a  | 
Norman  knight  who  came  to  England  in  the  train  of  j 
William  the  Conqueror,  in  1066,  as  may  be  seen  on  j 
the  Roll  of  Battle  Abbey,  but  which  name,  by  easy  | 
changes,  was  transformed  into  Porter.  John  Por-  j 
ter,  his  wife  Rose,  and  their  children,  sailed  from  j 
London,  England,  in  the  ship  "Anne."  and  arrived  j 
May  30,  1627,  at  Dorchester,  ]\Iass.,  wdiere  they  re-  } 
mained  until  the  summer  of  1635.  when  they  joined 
one  of  the  companies  organized  for  the  purpose  of  I 
penetrating  the  wilderness.  These  companies  made  | 
settlements  at  \\'indsor,  Plartford  and  Wethersfield,  ! 
Conn.,  ]\Ir.  Porter  locating  at  Windsor,  where  his  ! 
death  took  place  April  22,  1648,  and  that  of  his  j 
wife  May  12,  of  the  same  year.  To  John  and  Rose  \ 
Porter  were  born  thirteen  children,  of  whom  Sam-  \ 
uel,  the  sixth  child  and  third  son,  born  in  1626,  mar-  | 
ried  Plannah  Stanley,  daughter  of  Thomas  Stanley,  j 
and  sister  of  ^Nlarv  Stanley,  who  was  married  to  | 
John,  the  eldest  brother  of  Samuel.  Of  the  ten  chil-  ! 
dren  born  to  Samuel  and  Hannah  Porter,  the  third,  | 
Hezekiah,  born  Jan.  7,  1665,  first  married  Hannah  | 
Cowles,  and  after  her  death  married  Esther  Dick-  j 
inson,  of  East  Hartford.  There  Hezekiah  Porter  } 
died  in  1752.  Hezekiah  Porter,  son  of  Hezekiah  1 
and  Esther  Porter,  born  June  10,  1687,  married  May  J 
25,  1719,  Sarah  Wright,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  ( Osborne)  Wright.  Benjamin  Porter,  son  of 
Hezekiah  and  Sarah,  "born  Dec.  11,  173'^'  married 
in  1753  Elizabeth  Philips,  who  died  in  1786;  he  af- 


terward married  Elizabeth  Webster.  Benjamin 
Porter  died  in  1806,  tlie  father  of  eight  children 
born  to  his  first  marriage,  and  one  to  the  second, 
according  to  the  following  dates:  Margaret,  borii 
1754,  was  married  to  her  cousin;  Job  Isaac,  bora 
1750,  married  Ann  Ruth  Forbes;  Rachel,  born  1758, 
was' married  to  Jacob  Wilcox,  of  Berlin;  Benjamin, 
born  1763;  Elizabeth,  born  1765,  was  married  to 
Israel  Fox;  Hezekiah,  born  1770;  Sarah,  born  1777, 
was  married  to  a  Mr.  Hurlburt,  and  lived  on  Weth- 
erslield  avenue,  Hartford;  Jonathan  (father  of  our 
subject),  born  1784,  married  Mary  Willis;  and  La- 
vinia,  born  1790,  was  married  to  Jonathan  Hills. 

Jonathan  Porter,  father  of  Ira  W.  Porter,  was- 
born  in  a  house  that  stood  immediately  south  of  the 
house  where  Frank  Porter  now  lives.  After  '".he 
death  of  his  father  he  managed  the  home  farm  and 
was  the  main  support  of  his  mother.  To  his  mar- 
riage, in  1813,  with  Mary  Willis,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Ruth  (Williams)  Willis,  of  East  Hart- 
ford, were  born  the  following  six  children :  Henry, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Joseph,  wdio  (first)  married 
Mary  Ensign,  and  after  her  death  married  ^laria 
Porter,  a  fourth  or  fifth  cousin ;  Cornelia,  who  was 
born  Jan.  25,  1819,  was  married  to  Allan  V>. 
Sexton,  a  spoonmaker  by  trade,  who  died  Feb.  22, 
1848,  of  consumption  contracted  on  Lake  Erie  (  his 
widow,  a  well-preserved  and  amiable  lady,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Hockanum,  and  supplied  much  of  the  early 
familv  history  pertaining  to  this  sketch)  ;  Ira  W., 
our  subject :  ^dary,  wife  of  Ellery  Brewer,  of  East 
Hartford:  and  Plenrv  F.,  who  married  Hilary  Wash- 
ington, of  Savannah,  Ga.,  but  who  died  in  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  while  in  the  employ  of  the  Studebaker 
^lanufacturing  Co.  Jonathan  Porter  died  in  1832, 
and  his  widow  in  1874,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Cornelia  Sexton,  and  the  remains  of  both  were 
interred  at  Hockanum. 

Ira  Warren  Porter  was  but  eleven  years  of  age 
when  he  lost  his  father,  but  young  as  he  was,  with 
his  brother  Joseph,  he  undertook  the  management  of 
the  home  farm.  Joseph,  however,  went  to  Hart- 
ford to  learn  the  mason's  trade,  and  Ira  W.  was  left 
alone  to  control  matters,  and  his  success  was  evi- 
denced by  the  competence  he  left  his  heirs.  He  had 
received  but  a  meager  education,  being  a  poor  boy. 
but  was  remarkably  intelligent  and  quick  to  learn, 
and  eagerly  seized  every  opportunity,  when  young, 
to  improve  his  knowledge  of  agriculture,  a  pursuit 
he  followed  all  his  life:  in  his  later  years  he  grew 
and  dealt  largely  in  tobacco,  his  product  reaching  an 
almost  national  reputation. 

In  1849  ^Ii"-  Porter  married  IMiss  Jane  Lowe, 
daughter  of  Eli  and  Asenith  Lowe,  natives  of  Hock- 
anum, and  to  this  union  were  born  children  as 
follows:  Charles  W.,  Aug.  12.  1856:  Annetta  E., 
Sept.  II,  i86r  (died  January.  1863)  ;  and  Frank  W.. 
June  4,  1864.  ^Ir.  Porter  was  a  very  genial  and 
popular  gentleman,  and  was  elected  to  fill  several 
offices,  among  them  that  of  selectman,  for  two  terms, 
with  Elizur  R.  Ensign  and  Daniel  A.  Tuttle,  from 
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iSyo  umil  his  doatli,  l\b.  lo,  187J.  His  widow  sur-  ; 
vivcJ  umil  XovonilKT,  iSoi.  Mr.  i'ortct  was  a  man  ; 
of  >trong  lurcc  of  characicr;  was  ul  modiuni  stature,  i 
but  nuiscular,  and  was  hard-working-;  he  was  a  m.\-t  < 
useful  citizen,  and  one  that  the  community  could  ! 
ill  allord  to  lose.  j 

Frank  Wiut.max  Porter  was  born  on  his  fa-  ' 
ther's  homestead  in  a  iiouso  built  in  1S53.        which  I 
he  now  owns,    iie  received  his  early  education  in 
the  district  school,  attended  Drainard  Institute,  in 
Cranbury,  X.  J.,  in  1879,  ^"'-^  entered  Han-  ; 

num's  Business  College,  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  from  ! 
which  he  graduated  in  iSSo.  Returning  home, 
he  look  charge  of  iiis  intere>ts  in  his  father's 
estate,  and  later  bougnt  out  the  interests  of  the 
other  heirs.  His  farm  now  comprises  forty-live 
acres,  seven  of  which  are  planted  in  tobacco. 

On  Oct.  iS,  iSS^.  Frank  \\".  Porter  married  3,Iiss 
Laura  J.  -Myers,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Addie  ! 
(Eminyj  !Myers,  natives  of  Wisconsin,  who  lived 
in  LaCrosse  and  DePere,  that  State,  and  later  in 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  Mrs.  Myers  being  now  a  resident 
of  Glastonbury,  Conn.    To  P'rank  W.  Porter  and 
wife  have  been  born  two  bright  little  girls:  Xellie 
F.,  Dec.  18,  1892;  and  2\Iary  E.,  April  3,  1895. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  attend  the  ^dethodist  Church  at  j 
Hockanum,  although  'Mr.  Porter  formerly  attended  I 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Glastonbury.  ^Mr. 
Porter  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  has  never  had 
a  desire  for  public  office ;  fraternally  he  is  a  member  1 
of  Elm  Lodge,  Xo.  53,  i.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Glastonbury,  1 
in  which  he  i^as  served  as  noble  grand  and  is  now  a 
trustee,  havmg  in  fact  passed  almost  all  the  chairs ; 
he  is  also  a  member  of  ^lidian  Encampment,  Xo. 
7,  of  Hartford,  of  which  he  is  P.  C.  P.    He  is  one 
of  the  most  highly  respected  and  progressive  young  j 
farmers  of  East  Hartford  town,  and  with  his  wife  I 
enjoys  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  the  better 
class  of  its  citizens. 

MILTON  MOZART  WOODFORD  (de- 
ceased) was  born  in  Xew  Britain,  Conn.,  Xov.  26, 
1834,  ad  died  in  Bristol,  June  11,  1887. 

Evelyn  Woodford,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Avon,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Romanta  and  Betsey  (Plart)  j 
Woodford,  of  that  place.  Evelyn  followed  the  trade 
of  tailor  in  Xew  Britain,  in  1837  or  '38  went  to 
Texas,  and  died  in  the  South.  He  married  Marcia 
Churchill,  of  Xewington.  Conn.,  who  died  in  Texas. 

Milton  M.  \\'oodford,  as  will  be  seen,  was  a 
small  boy  when  his  parents  removed  to  Texas,  but 
in  1840  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  where,  and  also 
in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  he  was  employed  on 
farms  the  greater  part  of  his  time.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  commenced  working  for  the  Stan- 
ley Rule  &  Level  Co.,  in  Xew  Britain,  Conn.,  and 
continued  with  them  several  years,  later  removing  to 
New  Haven,  where,  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  /tli  Conn.  Vol.  Inf.,  in 
wiiich  he  was  offered  promotion,  but  declined.  Re- 
turning from  the  war,  he  settled  in  Bristol,  and  was 


in  the  employ  of  the  Atkins  Clock  Co.  until  the 
dissolution  of  the  firm,  at  which  thne  he  went  to 
work  for  Welch,  Spring  ^  Co..  later  the  E.  X. 
\\  elch  Mnfg.  Co..  at  Furestville,  with  which  firm 
he  continued,  in  the  clock  movement  department, 
until  within  a  short  time  of  his  deatli. 

Mr.  Woodford  was  a  standi  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  for  about  ten  years  served  as  trial  justice. 
A  strong  temperance  man,  he  ever  advocated,  the 
cause  with  all  his  eloquence  of  argument.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  was  a  member  and  deacon  of  the 
Baptist  Church  for  several  years  up  to  his  decease. 

On  Dec.  25,  1855,  Milton  M.  Woodford  married 
Julina  Hitchcock,  of  Bristol,  daughter  of  Pliny  and 
Lydia  Juliette  (Hawley)  Hitchcock,  and  children  as 
follows  were  born  to  them:  (i)  Carrie  Lucy,  born 
July  2,  1857,  has  been  housekeeper  at  home  since 
her  young  girlhood,  four  years  ago  took  up  the 
business  of  nurse.  (2)  Charlton  Mozart,  a  sketch 
of  whom  follows.  (,3)  Arthur  F.,  born  Xov.  13,  1866, 
is  mentioned  below.  {4)  Helen  ^larcia,  born  May 
21,  1869,  married  Dr.  L.  L.  Beach,  of  Bristol.  (5) 
Bernard,  born  June  25,  1S71,  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  weeks.  {0)  Robert  Hawley,  born  May  23, 
1876,  is  living  at  home. 

Charltox  AIozart  Woodford  was  born  Jan.  2, 
1S61,  in  X'ew  Haven,  Conn.,  and  was  a  boy  when  his 
parents  took  up  their  residence  in  Bristol.  Here 
he  received  a  liberal  education  at  the  common 
schools  up  to  the  age  of  fifteen,  at  which  time  he 
commenced  work  in  the  Dunbar  Bros,  spring  fac- 
tory, but  after  a  few  months  there  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Atkins  Clock  Co.,  remaining  three 
years ;  then  was  employed  by  Welch.  Spring  &  Co. 
until  1 88 1,  in  which  year  he  accepted  a  position  in 
the  press  room  of  the  trunk  hardware  factory  of 
Sessions  &  Son,  where  he  has  since  remained. 

Charlton  M.  Woodford  is  a  deacon  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  having  been  elected  to  that  office  m 
September,  1887,  taking  his  father's  place  on  the 
board,  and  also  succeeded  him  as  treasurer  of  the 
church.  His  wife  is  also  active  in  church  work, 
belonging  to  the  several  ladies'  societies  in  connec- 
tion with  the  same.    In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

On  Oct.  21,  1891,  Charlton  M.  Woodford  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Susie  Diamond  Smith, 
daughter  of  Jabez  and  ]Mary  (Diamond)  Smith, 
of  Milford,  Conn.  Mr.  Woodford  has  inherited 
many  of  his  father's  characteristics,  and  is  much  re- 
spected by  all  his  friends  and  neighbors  for  his 
integrity,  and  good,  honest  citizenship. 

Arthur  F.  \\'oodford,  brother  of  Charlton  M., 
was  born  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  there  received  a 
liberal  education  at  the  common  schools,  leaving 
same  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Fle  then  entered 
J.  H.  Sessions  &  Sons'  factory,  being  there  employed 
riveting  hinges,  etc.,  for  one  year,  after  which  he 
went  to  work  for  the  Sessions  Foundry  as  "office 
boy,"  from  which  humble  position  he  was  from  time 
to  time  promoted,  for  several  years  filling  the  po- 
sition of  time-keeper.    In  1898  he  was  given  charge 
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vi  the  bviich  dopartmcnt  of  the  foundry,  having  ; 
ohari;c  of  i -o  niunklcrs  and  as  many  hands  in  olhcr 
ilcparlnii ni>  ;  lias  al^o  for  a  number  of  years  been 
I>a\:na>tM  of  tiic  cntwc  foundry.    In  ])olitics  he  is 
a  iv<  j)ubiioan  ;  ni  rohgious  failh  ho  altcnds  the  ser-  ; 
vices  of  ilio  llaptist  Lhurch,  of  which  liis  wife  is  a  i 
KKniber;  sociahy  he  is  atlihated  with  Stepiien  Terry  : 
Lodire,  -No.  59,  i.  i'-,  in  wliieh  he  has  passed  ' 

tiie  cliairs. 

On  Dec.  4,  1SS9,  Arthur  F.  Woodford  was  mar- 
ried to  I-'lorence  Wood,  who  was  born  Oct.  28, 
1808,  in  Winsted,  a  daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Sarah 
J.  (^Reynolds)  Wood,  of  Winsted,  Conn.,  and  two 
cliildrcn  have  been  born  to  them :  Maud,  Feb.  3, 
1894,  and  Charlotte,  June  26,  1896,  the  former  of 
whom  died  when  three  days  old. 

MRS.  CORNELIA  (SAVAGE)  CHASE  was  i 
born  in  Hartford  Dec.  25,  1821,  daughter  of  Jesse  i 
and  Maria  (GridleyJ  Savage.    Jesse  Savage  was  j 
bi:>rn  in  Upper  Miduletown,  Conn.,  April  21,  1790,  | 
and  later  came  to  Hartford  where  he  was  prominent  ! 
in  business  circles  as  a  wholesale  grocer  for  many 
years,  and  until    his    retirement.      He  was  con-  j 
lenijwrary  with  Col.  Northam,  Solomon  Porter,  and  ; 
the  Kecney  Bros.,  merchants  of  prominence  in  Hart-  ! 
lord.    He  died  at  Hartford  [March  31,  1S55,  aged  ' 
si.xty-five  years.    He  lived  in  the  present  home  of 
Mrs.  Chase,  his  daughter,  for  many  years,  and  was 
among  the  oldest  residents  of  Hartford.    He  was  ' 
one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  .-Etna  Insurance  ; 
Co.,  a  very  intelligent  man,  of  sound  judgment,  and 
upright  and  honest  to  a  marked  degree.    He  was  ; 
interested  in  all  of  the  affairs  of  the  city,  and  as-  ! 
sisted  liberally  with  his  time  and  money  in  every 
measure  for  its  advancement.      He  was  a  ready 
speaker,  his  voice  was  very  melodious  and  pleasant 
to  listen  to,  and  he  was  considered  one  of  the  best 
debaters  in  this  part  of  the  country.  i 

Josiah  Savage,  father  of  Jesse,  and  grandfather  : 
•of  Mrs.  Chase,  was  born  in  Upper  ]\Iiddletown,  and 
with  a  brother  established  an  extensive  business 
as  dealer  in  West  India  goods,  in  which  they  were 
the  pioneers.  They  ran  a  line  of  vessels  to  the  West 
Indies,  carrying  goods  from  Xew  England  which 
they  exchanged  for  products  there.  Josiah  Savage 
spent  his  life  mainly  in  Upper  ^vliddletown  (now 
Cromwell),  where  he  was  a  man  of  prominence. 
In  addition  to  his  W^est  India  trade,  he  had  a  large 
gun  factory  at  Staddle  Hill,  near  Middletown,  the 
firm.  Savage  &  Xorth,  manufacturing  guns  for  the 
government  under  large  contracts.  After  his  death 
It  was  carried  on  by  a  son,  Edward,  who  is  now  de-  ■ 
ceased.  '  j 

Isaac  Gridley,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  ]\Irs. 
Chase,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  class  of 
I773>  and  was  a  classmate  and  roommate  of  Nathan 
Hale,  the  martyr  spy  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
.Mr.  Gridley  settled  in  what  is  now  the  village  of 
Cromwell,  and  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  a  descend- 
ant of  Rev.  Joseph  Smith,  the  first  pastor  of  the 


North  Society.  He  was  a  schoolmaster,  business 
man,  and  "J-^siiuire"  of  the  Upper  Houses.  Maria 
Gridley,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  C  luii^e,  was  born  in  Up- 
per Aliddletown,  L'onn.,  Oct.  O,  1793.  Her  only 
brother,  Dr.  i  inioihy  Gridley,  was  a  physician  of 
prominence  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  where  he  spent  his 
life.  He  was  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Andrews.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  Gen.  2vIaitoon,  wdio  was  as- 
sociated with  Gen.  Washington  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war. 

To  Jesse  and  Maria  (Gridley)  Savage  were  born 
three  children  :  Samuel  Gridley,  who  was  born  Aug. 
4,  1817,  and  died  Oct.  27,  1864;  Maria  L.,  born 
Sept.  24,  1S19,  who  died  Oct.  14,  1S91 ;  and  Cor- 
nelia, now  IVlrs.  Chase.  Tlie  mother  died  ]\Iarch 
19,  1877.  Samuel  G.  Savage,  brother  of  ISIrs, 
Chase,  succeeded  his  father,  and  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness until  he  was  cc>mpelled  to  give  it  up  on  account 
of  failing  health.  He  was  a  most  exemplary  man, 
of  noble  and  generous  impulses,  ever  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  any  worthy  person.  As  a  business 
man  he  was  strictly  honest,  a  thorough  judge  of 
goods,  and  an  expert  judge  of  the  valtie  of  teas, 
and  ranked  as  one  of  the  hrst  merchants  of  the  city. 

Mrs.  Chase  -  is  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Springfield,  3.1ass.  She  is  highly  es- 
teemed for  her  many  estimable  qualities,  and  includes 
among  her  personal  friends  many  of  the  old  families 
of  Hartford,  her  native  city. 

JoTHAJi  Gould  Ch.vse^  deceased  husband  of 
]\Irs.  Cornelia  (Savage)  Chase,  won  notable  distinc- 
tion as  a  business  man  and  Christian  gentleman 
He  was  born  in  Anson,  Maine,  March  30,  1816, 
son  of  Jotham  and  3ilary  (Gould)  Chase,  and 
spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  State 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  went  to  Boston,  r^Iass., 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and  also 
won  recognition  as  a  singer  of  considerable  ability, 
.He  became  a  member  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn 
Society  of  Boston,  and  also  sang  in  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church.  Removing  to  Springfield,  ]\Iass.,  he 
there  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  with  his 
cousin,  Edward  Wilson,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Wilson  &  Chase.  xA.fter  soine  years  this  partnership 
was  dissolved  and  Air.  Chase  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  which  he  followed  thirty-seven  years.  He 
built  up  a  large  and  profitable  trade,  and  established 
a  branch  office  and  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  sash, 
doors,  etc.,  at  Hartford,  upon  the  advice  and  solici- 
tation of  Philip  Ripley,  who  was  at  that  time  mayor 
of  the  city,  .\fter  a  few  years  he  gave  up  this  to 
devote  all  his  time  and  energies  to  his  business  in 
Springfield,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  vears.  He  served  a  term  in 
the  city  council  of  Springfield,  and  took  an  active 
interests  in  church  affairs,  holding  the  office  of 
deacon  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Springfield, 
and  was  also  director  of  the  choir  for  many  years. 
He  was  a  singer  of  marked  force  and  sweetness,  and 
was  deepy  interested  in  the  art  of  music. 

On  April  29,  1846,  at  Saco,  Maine,  Mr.  Chase 
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Avas  marrioil  to  Miss  Sarah  C.  S.  G.,  daughter  of 
James  and  KHzaheth  (Brown)  Thornloii.    To  this 
marriage  was  horn,  at  bpringtield,  Mass.,  Feb.  22, 
1847,  a  son,  James  Ijrown  Thornton  Chase.  ]Mrs, 
Chase  ihed  at  Siiringliekl,  .Mass.,  ^larcli  10,  1S47. 
On  May  28,  1850,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  Mr.  Chase  | 
married  ConieHa,  youngest  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Maria  (Gridle\-;   Savage,  who  survives  him,  and 
resides  at  Xo.  70  Church  street,  Hartford,  Conn.  Bv 
this  marriage  there  were  no  children,  but  they  | 
adopted  three  daughters:  Jessie  -\laria,  who  was  j 
born  Xov.  25,  1859,  and  died  April  29,  1863;  Ada  ; 
(sister  of  Jessie  M.  ),  born  Dec.  14,  1858,  now  tlie 
wife  of  Henry  T.  Hillman,  of  Holyoke,  ]\lass. ;  and  ■ 
Cora  J.,  born  ^lay  22,  1S56,  who  married  Bert  G. 
Thompson,  of  W  ilhmantic,  Conn.,  and  has  three 
children,  Cornelia,  Harold  and  Sarah  E.  | 
James  Brown  Thornton  Chase,  son  of  Jotham  : 
G.  Chase,  by  his  first  marriage,  was  reared  in  Spring-  | 
field,  Mass.,  and  prepared  for  college  under  tlie  j 
tuition  of  Rev.  S.  h'   Smith,  author  of  "America,"'  j 
at  X'ewtou  Center,  ^Mass.    He  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity, but  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  entered  j 
service,  in  the  Union  army,  as  lirst  lieutenant,  and  j 
later  received  promotion  to  the  rank  of  captain,  j 
when  not  yet  eighteen  ye:.r,,  of  age.    After  the  war  j 
he  returned  to  Brown  Umversitv,  and  later  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business.      He  has  been 
twice  married.    On  !\Iay  i,  1870,  at  Providence, 
R.  I.,'  he  wedded  Annie  E.  L.  Allyn,  by  whom  he 
had  two  daughters:  Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of  j 
Charles  Lawton,  of  X'ewport,  R.  L.  andihe  mother  ! 
of  three  children ;  and  Jessie,  unmarried.    His  sec-  , 
end  marriage  was  to  ]Mrs.  Eleanor  F.  Pervear,  by  ] 
whom  he  has  one  son,  Jotham,  born  June  28,  1S89,  ; 
■who  is  an  unexceptionally   bright   and  scholarly 
youth.    Mr.  Chase  resides  in  Springfield,  [Mass.,  | 
and  is  superintendent  of  agencies  for  the  Union  . 
^lutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Portland,  ]\Iaine.   •  , 

MAXROSS.  The  first  of  the  Connecticut  fam- 
ily of  this  name  was  Xehemiah  3,Iontrose.  v.iio  came  \ 
from  Scotland,  his  native  country,  in  company  with  \ 
a  gentleman  and  lady  unknown,  and  settled  at  Lei)-  j 
anon.  Conn.  He  had  to  flee  from  that  ccuntry  to  | 
America  on  account  of  religious  persecutinn.  Ac-  , 
cording  to  tradition  he  was  of  the  famous  Grahams  1 
of  Montrose.  The  name  became  changed  from  i 
Montrose  to  ^vlontross,  3.Ionrose,  r'.Ionross  and  ^Man- 
ross.  The  majoritv  of  the  families  have  kept  the  ; 
name  !Manross  over  175  years.  The  name  seems 
to  belong  so  distinctly  to  this  family  that  they  have  \ 
never  heard  of  one.  who  knew  his  antecedents,  tliat  1 
was  not  related  to  them.  From,  Lel:)anon  X'enemiah  | 
Manross  moved,  in  1728,  to  Bristol  ( then  called  Xew  i 
Cambridge)  with  five  sons — (1)  Xehemiah,  (2)  \ 
Elijah,  (3)  Elisha.  (4)  Samuel  and  (5)  Bishop--  I 
and  two  daughters.  Xeheiuiah,  the  father  of  these.  | 
was  a  large' land  holder.  (2)  Elijah,  his  second  ; 
son,  died  in  \'ermont.  He  was  twice  married,  but  ; 
the  familv  bv  the  second  wife  was  lost  sight  of,  as 


his  son  by  the  first  wife  thought  he  was  dead  for 
forty  years;  tlTcn  he  visited  him  once.  (^3)  Elisha, 
who  was  chosen  deacon,  was  twice  marrieti,  Alarllia, 
his  first  wife,  dying  in  1781).  aged  fifty-five.  His 
second  wife  was  Abigail  Chalker.  He  died  in  1810, 
aged  eighty-three  years.  Of  his  chiklren  are  men- 
tioned Rusli  (  wlio  married  Xoah  Byington  .Mav  21. 
180(1),  Martha.  Anna  (who  married  Dana  Carriiig- 
ton  in  September,  1811  j,  Hannah  and  Jerusha.  (4) 
Samuel,  of  Bristol,  the  fourth  sun  of  Xehemiah,. 
had  two  sons.  Samuel  and  Timothv  (  Baptismal  Reg. 
Xov.  12.  1753).  Samuel,  Sr.,  started  for  Farming- 
ton  Center,  and  was  never  again  heard  from  ;  he  is- 
supposed  to  have  been  killed  l)v  the  Indians.  (5) 
Bishop,  of  Southington,  the  youngest  son  of  Xehe- 
miah, died  in  1774  at  Burlington,  Conn.  He  was 
in  the  French  war.  He  had  two  sons:  John,  born 
Feb.  20,  1757:  Theodore,  born  Jan.  6,  1760;  and  a 
daughter,  Sybil. 

Col.  Elijah  Manross,  son  of  (2)  Elijah,  b_\-  the 
first  wife,  was  l)orn  in  1761,  and  died  in  1832.  his 
remains  being  interred  in  the  Downs  cemetery.  On 
April  22,  1777,  he  enlisted  in  Bacon's  company,  4th 
Regiment  ''Connecticut  Line,"  under  Col.  Durkee. 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Germantown.  also- 
the  defense  of  Fort  Mifflin,  wintered  at  \"aljey 
Forge,  encamped  at  White  Plains,  was  with  the 
main  army  on  both  sides  of  the  Hudson,  and  served 
till  the  close  of  the  struggle,  being  then  honorably 
discharged.  His  name  appears  on  page  316,  "Con- 
necticut Regiments,"  as  fife-major  under  Capt.  \\'ar- 
ren,  of  ^Middletown.  Col.  J.  Durkee.  ist  Reg.  Conn. 
Line  formation,  1781  to  17S3,  inclusive.  (Jn  page 
635  of  same  record  his  name  appears  as  "Col. 
Elijah  jMontrose,"  on  page  666  as  "Elijah  }iIonrnse." 
while  on  pages  41  and  184  as  "Elijah  ]\Iunroe."  In 
the  same  records  are  found  the  names  of  some  twelve 
descendants  of  the  family,  who  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  from  1776  to  17S1,  inclusive.  Th.ese 
names  were  more  or  less  changed  by  carelessness. 
Those  who  served  and  were  known  to  be  bn^thers 
and  cousins  were  spelled  ?*Ianross.  ^lontrose.  ]Vlanroe, 
Monroe.  Manroze,  Manrow,  [Monro,  [Munro,  [\Iun- 
roe,.Monross,  [Manros.  There  is  a  receipt  on  record  of 
one  Ashel  Manross.  dated  Jan.  24,  1734,  in  favor  of 
his  uncle.  Elisha  [Manross,  according  to  his  grand- 
father X'ehemiah  [Manross'  will.  Col.  Elijah  [\Ian- 
ross  was,  in  1775,  made  drum-major,  and  he  served 
seven  years,  but  on  the  death  of  his  brother  Elisha 
he  came  home :  he  married  [Martha,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Elisha  [Manross.  Sr.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  [Martha  died  in  Decem- 
ber. 1854,  aged  ninety-three. 

Theodore  [Manross,  son  of  Bishop  [Manross  (fifth 
son  of  Xehemiah  ),  was  born  Jan.  6,  1760.  in  South- 
ington, Conn.,  and  tlied  at  Clinton,  X^.  Y.,  in  .\u- 
gust,  1825.  He  was  a  farmer,  also  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  was  one  of  the  contractors  on 
the  historical  Farmington  meeting-house.  On  April 
22,  1777,  he  enlisted  in  [Mattock's  Company,  8th 
Regiment,  and  was  discharged  Jan.  r,  1778.  (">n 
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July  I,  i/So,  he  enlisted  in  the  5th  Regiment,  Con- 
necticut Line,  wintered  at  N'allev  Forge,  took  part 
in  the  engagements  at  Germantown,  Monmouth, 
^lonv  romt  and  "Coimeeticut  X'illage,"  and  was 
discharged  Dec.  2,  ijSo.  When  ([uite  a  young  man 
he  wanted  to  celebrate  the  '■Fourth."  and  as  there 
was  no  cannon  in  Bristol  he  rode  to  Xew  iiavcn 
and  back —  a  distance  of  sixty  miles — in  one  night, 
returning  with  a  camion  to  fire  ott  at  daybreak. 
Tlieodore  Manross  married  Martha  White,  daugh- 
ter of  Jedediah  and  Barbara  il'-'oxj  White,  and 
a  descendant  of  Elder  John  White,  who  came  over 
ii;  the  ship  "Lyon,"  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Con- 
necticut. Children,  ali  born  in  CliuLon,  X.  Y.,  of 
Tlieodore  and  Martha  ]\Ianross :  Daniel,  a  soldier, 
disappeared  about  the  time  of  the  war  of  1812; 
Sarah,  wife  of  William  Lambert;  John,  a  sketch  of 
whom  follows;  Rachel,  wife  of  Charles  Foster,  of 
Stockbridge ;  and  ]\Iary,  Eli,  and  David,  who  died 
unmarrietl.  Mrs.  Martha  (White)  Alanross  died 
in  1S47. 

John  Manross,  son  of  Theodore,  was  a  lawyer 
of  considerable  prominence,  having  been  admitted 
to  the  Bar  at  Denton,  Md. ;  he  also  practiced  law 
twenty-five  years  at  Hillsdale,  Mich.  He  married 
Mary  Ellen  \\^ooters,  of  Flillsboro.  ^Id.,  born  Aug. 
17,  181 5,  and  they  had  three  cliildren,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  Gertrude  Camelia  Altisidora  De- 
quiones,.  now  ]Mrs.  Eli  Manross,  being  the  only 
daughter.  John  ^Manross,  Esq.,  assisted  in  putting 
down  the  National  Turner  insurrection  in  Virginia. 
He  was  killed  in  a  railroad  accident  at  Stockbridge, 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  I,  1870.  Mary  E.  (Wooters)  >Lanross 
died  at  Frederick,  Md.,  June  i,  1895. 

Capt.  Elisha  ^lanross,  only  son  of  Col.  Elijah 
and  iSIartha  ^lanross.  was  born  ^lay  11,  1792.  in 
Bristol,  Conn.,  and  when  he  was  vet  a  young  man 
became  the  pioneer  manufacturer,  in  America,  of 
brass  clocks,  with  which  industry  he  was  prom- 
inently identified,  and  he  made  the  first  jeweled  clock 
that  was  manufactured  in  America.  Fie  was  a 
stanch  Whig,  though  not  particularly  active  in  pol- 
itics, while  in  church  matters  he  was  deacon  in  and 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  was  captain  of  a  company  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  marched  with  100  men  from  Bristol  to  Fort 
Killingly,  to  perform  guard  duty,  and  later  was 
captain  of  an  artille'rv  company  in  Bristol. 

On  Jan.  29,  1821,  Capt.  Elisha  ^lanross  mar- 
ried Maria  Cowles  Norton,  who  was  born  Oct.  17, 
1799.  and  died  Aug.  16,  1867.  They  had  eight  sons 
and  one  daughter,  and  of  the  sons  three  served  in 
Connecticut  regiments  during  the  war  of  the  Re- 
hellion — Capt.  Newton  S.,  Sergt.  Eli  and  John — 
as  will  be  fully  mentioned  in  their  respective 
sketches.  Capt.  Elisha  ^lanross  died  Sept.  27,  1851). 
He  built  a  beautiful  house  on  the  site  of  the  old 
homestead  of  his  father,  also  a  large  manufactory 
and  boarding  house.  He  owned  extensive  lands  in 
Forestville,  and  his  descendants  still  hold  some  of 

23 


the  lands,  and  houses  that  he  erected.  A  record  of 
the  nine  children  is  as  follows: 

(I)  Robert  IClisha  .Manross,  born  Jan.  3,  1S22, 
married.  May  ii,  1S41.  Lucy  Cowles  Hendrick, 
born  June  24,  1823,  tlied  Sept.  2O,  1895,  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church;  he  died  Feb.  17, 
1853.  They  had  three  children:  (i)  .Mary  Clem- 
entine, l)orn  Feb.  21,  1842,  married  John  Bacon 
\\  ood,  bv  whom  she  had  one  daughter,  Grace  Man- 
ross Wood;  (2)  Arthur  E.  died  when  about  eight- 
een months  old;  and  (3)  Robert  Elisha,  born  Feb. 
17,  1852,  is  a  coal  merchant,  residing  at  New  Haven, 
lie  married  Carrie  Ives,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren— I'-essie,  born  March  10,  1880;  Kittie,  Jan.  16, 
1883:  Marion,  Sept.  28,  18S4;  and  Newton,  Oct. 
6,  1S87. 

(II)  ]\Iartha  Angeline  ^^lanross,  born  July  25, 
1823,  was  educated  at  W'illiston  Seminary,  liast- 
hampton,  Mass.    She  married  John  Bradley,  born 

,  in  1821,  who  died  in  1S62,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren: (i)  Warren  Ives,  born  March  20,  1847,  died 
in  August,  1868 ;  he  was  well  and  favorably  known 
under  the  iioiii  dc  pluuic  of  ''Glance  Gaylord,"  and 
was  the  author  of  many  good  works.  He  won  the 
prize  of  $300  out  of  seventy  competitors,  for  the 
book  entitled  "Culm  Rock."  He  never  married.  (2) 
Oliver  Burritt,  born  3i[arch  13,  1852,  died  May  28, 
1884,  unmarried. 

(III)  Capt.  Newton  Spalding  [Manross,  son  of 
;  Elisha  ^.lanross,  was  born  June  20,  1825,  in  Bristol, 

Conn.,  and  was  killed  Sept.  17,  1862,  at  the  battle 
:  of  Antietam,  while  leading  his  company  into  ac- 
I  tion,  the  countrv  thereby  losing  a  man  of  learning 
\  and  varied  accomplishments.    In  his  youth  he  was 
:  an  ingenious  mechanic,  showed  a  great  aptness  for 
,  study,  and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  the  class  of 
!  '50.     In  early  manhood  he  went  to    Europe,  at- 
tended lectures  in  Germany,  made  very  rapid  prog- 
ress, and  had  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy 
conferred  on  him.    On  his  return  to  this  country  he 
!  devoted  himself  to  mineralogy,  and  published  some 
\  able  dissertations.    He  invented  a  machine  for  cut- 
;  ting  crystals  from  calc-spar,  and,   his  tastes  and 
attainments  having  taken  such  a  scientific  direction, 
I  he  became  connected  with  a  mining  companv  in 
1  New  York,  who  sent  him  to  Central  America  and 
;  New  [Mexico  in  order  to  prosecute  elaborate  ex- 
!  plorations  in  those  countries. 

I        In  1861  Dr.  Manross,  his   fame  as   a  man  of 
i  science  having  been  established,  was  appointed  to 
I  the  position  of  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany 
j  in  Amherst  College,  where  he  met  with  abundant 
success  and  became  highly  popular.    Returning  to 
Bristol  during  a  vacation,  he  delivered  a  stirring 
patriotic  speech  to  his  fellow  citizens,  who  there- 
upon besought  him  to  lead  them  to  the  field  of 
strife  that  they  might  help  to  preserve  the  Union. 
To  this  he  consented,  remarking  to  his  wife,  "You 
I  can  better  afTord  to  have  a  country  without  a  hus- 
j  band  than  a  husband  without  a  country."  Pre- 
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fvrring-  service  with  his  own  jn^oplo,  he  refused  the 
])osl  of  major  of  a  Ma.-saeluiseiis  rei^irneut,  and  ac- 
cepted tiiai  of  captain  (.if  Cninjianv  K.  lOih  Coini. 
\  .  I.  He  was  kihed  at  the  battle  of  -VntiL'ta.n. 
^\iHle  biavelv  iea/iing-  on  'n;>  men  to  ""death  ov  glirv-" 
being  struck  in  the  side  liy  a  cannon-ball  which 
jK'ssed  imUer  his  arm,  so  that  internal  hemorrhage 
resultet.1.  A  powerful  anodyne  was  administered, 
and  he  soon  became  miconscious,  death  releasing 
him  just  as  he  murmured  the  words,  "Oh!  mv  poor 
wife."  His  successr.r  in  command  of  the  company 
said  some  time  afterw^u'd  to  the  colonel:  ""Those 
boys  care  more  for  Manross"  old  shoes  than  for  the 
best  man  of  the  regiment."  Prof.  James  A.  Dana 
said  of  him:  ""liis  death  brings  a  great  loss  to  the 
scientific  world,"  and  i'rof.  U.  Silliman,  Jr.,  wrote 
of  him :  ""As  an  explorer  Dr.  ^lanross  possessed 
remarkable  qualifications.  To  a  rugged  constitu- 
tion and  great  powers  of  endurance  he  united 
great  coolness,  a  quiet  but  undaunted  demeanor,  the 
courage  of  a  hero,  and  unyielding  perseverance. 
Had  he  lived — but  what  need  is  there  of  conjecture 
row?  The  world  will  never  know  its  loss,  but  his 
friends  will  never  forget  theirs."  The  G.  A.  R. 
post  of  the  town  was  named  after  him.  and  his  com- 
panv  erected  a  monument  to  his  memory. 

On  Nov.  25,  1857,  Capt.  X.  S.  ]\Ianross  mar- 
ried Charlotte  Royce.  born  in  Bristol  Jan.  3,  1836, 
and  they  had  one  daughter,  Lottie  Maria,  born  Dec. 
27,  1S60,  who  married  James  D.  Kimball,  and  they 
now  reside  at  Orange,  ]\Iass.  She  taught  five  years 
in  the  Sandwich  Islands  before  her  marriage.  They 
have  five  children:  Charlotte  [Manross,  born  Jan. 
20,  1890;  James  Richard,  Oct.  13.  1891  ;  Newton 
Manross,  April  23,  1894;  William  Lincoln,  Feb.  12, 
1896:  and  Parker  Barton,  April  15,  1897.  ^Irs. 
Charlotte  Manross  remarried,  becoming  the  wife  of 
Prof.  Ordwav,  of  ]\Iassachusett5.  She  died  Dec. 
5,  1874. 

Elijah  ^Iznross.  son  of  Capt.  Elisha  and 
Maria  Cowles  Norton  :Manros5,  was  born  June  19, 
1827,  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  at  the  common  schools  of 
which  place  he  received  a  liberal  education,  which 
was  supplemented  by  a  two-years  course  of  study 
at  Williston  Seminary,  Easthampton,  ]\Iass.  On 
leaving  school  he  learned  the  business  of  clockmak- 
ing  under  his  father,  who  about  that  time  was  mak- 
ing a  specialtv  of  the  manufacture  of  marine  clocks. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1856,  he  continued 
the  business  until  1867,  in  which  year,  owing  to 
ill  health,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  and  give  himself 
over  to  absolute  rest.  After  careful  treatment,  in- 
cluding a  vear  and  a  half  passed  in  the  wilds  of  the 
Adirondac'ks,  he  regained  his  strength  and  health. 
For  several  seasons  he  was  engaged  in  the  wool  and 
fur  business  in  partnership  with  Orin  Brown,  of 
Forestville,  and  during  the  past  few  years  he  has 
employed  his  time  in  the  factory  of  his  son  I'red- 
erick  N.,  making  hair  springs. 

In  politics  Elijah  ^^lanross  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, has  acted  with  that  party  since  its  formation. 


i  and  for  three  years  was  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
I  lican  town  committee.    He  has  lilled  several  offices 
;  of  honor  and  trust,  the  gift  of  the  pcojole  :    In  1880 
•  aiul  1882  he  was  elected  as  representative  in  the 
State  LegislatiH-e  from  Bristol;  also  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  one  term;  and  has  been  constable 
continuously  since  1882.  For  the  past  fifteen  years, 
in  order  to  have  outdoor  work,  he  has  been  sexton 
of  the  Forestville  cemeterv. 

On  Nov.  2,  1848,  Elijah  Manross  was  married 
'  to  Ellen  Sophronia  Woodruff,  who  was  born  Sept. 
21,  1S28,  a  daughter  of  John   B.  and   Mary  F. 
(Neale)    WoodrulT,  of   Southington,   Conn.,  and 
I  three  children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows:    (  i) 
Martha  Angeline,  born  Aug.  i,  1850,  married,  Oct. 
29,  1869,  Albert  r^I.  Sigourney,  of  Bristol,  burn 
:  Aug.  I,  1850.     She  died  Feb.  7,  1S9S,  leaving  a 
;  daughter,  Belle  [Manross,  Sigourney,  who  is  a  line 
i  violinist,  and  is  in  Europe,  studying  under  the  mas- 
j  ters,  at  the  present  time.    (2)  Mary  Lanettc,  born 
j  Dec.  27,  1854,  married,  Feb.  19,  1878,  George  A. 
j  Burr,  born  Sept.  15,  1854,  and  thev  have  one  son, 
Edward  Manross  Burr,  born  at  Liristol  Dec.  14, 
I  1879-     (3)  Frederick  Newton  is  fully  spoken  of 
;  below. 

1        (\')  Charles  Hayden  [Manross.  born  July  30, 
'  1829,  was  educated  at  \\'illiston  Seminary,  East- 
j  hampton,  [Mass.    On  Nov.  25,  185 1,  he  married 
[  Charlotte  E.  Norton,  who  was  born  in  Southington 
I  [May  30,  1 83 1,  daughter  of  Harmon  Norton,  of 
I  Southington,  Conn.    He  was  a  clock  manufacturer 
I  ir.  the  employ  of  [Manross  Brothers  until  his  death, 
i  [May  3,  1861.   His  first  wife  died  Nov.  20,  1858,  and 
i  he  subsequently  married  Hannah  Norton,  of  Bris- 
j  tol.    Two  children  survived  him  :    (  i  )  Edward  A., 
I  born  Nov.  22,  1852,  on    Nov.  17,  1881,  married 
Laura  [M.  Pratt,  of  Waterbury,  who  was  born  Dec. 
I,  1855,  at  [Mott  Haven,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  four 
children — Newton    Cook,    born    [May  2,   1884,  at 
^^'aterbury;  Susan  Piatt,  born  May  30,  1886,  at 
Waterbury ;  Lottie  May,  born  Julv  28,  1888,  at  Bris- 
i  tol:  and  Martha  Dickerman,  born  Jan.  18,  1891, 
at  Bristol.    (2)  Grace  E.,  born  Sept.  14,  1855, 
residing  in  Bristol. 

(VI)  John  [Manross  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months. 

(VII)  Eli  (Sergt.)  Manross.  born  Aug.  30, 
1833.  was  a  clock  manufacturer, -of  the  firm  of  Man- 
ross Brothers.  He  also  invented  the  compass  jewel, 
competing  with  foreign  manufacturers  in  altering 
and  repairing  compass  jewels  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  On  Sept.  9,  1858,  he  married  Gertrude 
Camelia  Altisidora  Dcquiones  [Manross.  born  July 
21,  1834,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ellen 
(Wooters)  [Manross,  of  Denton,  [\Id.,  and  they  have 
had  four  children:  (i)  Archie  Wooters.  born  July 
24,  1859,  fli'^f^  ^^^y  ^2,  1863:  (2)  Adelaide  Scott, 
born  June  23,  i86r,  died  May  19,  1863;  (3)  Rev. 
William  Doane  is  mentioned  below:  and  (4)  Maud 
Camille,  born  Aug.  6,  i86q,  graduated  from  the 
Baltimore  high  school,  and  finished  her  studies  at  the 
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Ntw  Con.>«-'r\;uor\  of  Music.    She  married. 

<»-|>t.l_*.  iSw.v  W  illiam  .W'rtli  lUmco.  supcriiUciiiK'iil 
tl  ti;c  1  lat  t  I'lTcl  \\  (."vcn  Wire  .\latU\ss  Iron  I'ed 
I....  liorn  Oct.  31.  a  son  oi  Thomas  and  .Mary 

i;!incc.  of  I'.crlin.  llariiord  county,  and  ihcy  iiad  one 
M'M,  (.iracine  M<.'ntrLi>e.  who  dietl  in  int.ricy.  .Mrs. 
Manrc'Ss  is  a  graduate  of  the  Clinton  (  .\'.  V.  )  Col- 
Jf;.,'iate  Institute,  and  taught  in  the  jnihlic  schools 
<.;■  L'tica  (,X.  Y.),  Xew  \'ork  City,  ami  also  in  the 
Normal  schools  of  that  city.  She  then  accei)led 
a  prufessorship  in  St.  Mary's  llall.  Xew  Jersey, 
where  she  taught  vocal  and  instrumental  music. 
She  sang  at  Trmity  Church  and  Chapel,  and  was  a 
uiemher  oi  the  Mentlelssohn  Cnion  in  Xew  YcTk 
.several  years,  anil  was  one  of  the  most  promin.ent 
xtlto  singers  in  that  city  in  1S53-54.  For  several 
vears  she  taught  vocal  nuisic  in  llie  West  ^Middle 
District  scliool,  Hartford,  was  a  member  of  llie 
Ikcllioven  Society,  and  had  j^ivate  classes  in  various 
parts  of  Hartford  county;  also  taught  in  California, 
fourteen  vcars  in  Baltimore,  and  seven  in  Frederick, 
Mrs.  Manross  now  lives  in  East  Berlin.  Rev. 
\\"i!liam  Doane  ^lanross  and  Maud  C.  (Manross) 
r.unce  are  the  youngest  of  their  generation,  and  are 
<losccnded  through  intermarriages  from  Elijah, 
|-"lisha  and  Theodore  ]vIanross,  sons  of  Xehemiah 
(  I  j.  Sergt.  Eli  ^Manross  was  an  expert  fisher- 
man, trout  being  his  specialty.  He  was  the  cham- 
pion bowler  for  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Mas- 
sachusetts in  the  game  of  wicket,  in  the  vear  of 
1S58. 

Sergt.  Eli  ]\Ianross  was  the  first  man  to  enlist 
from  the  town  of  iiristol  (1861  ),  first  as  a  member 
of  Col.  Colt's  regiment  of  selected  men  (of  certain 
height,  weight,  etc.).  The  Colonel  having  had  some 
"diiterence  "  with  the  administration,  the  regiment 
was  disbanded,  but  nearlv  all  the  members,  includ- 
ing Sergt.  Manross,  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  the 
5th  Conn.  V.  I.  Sergt.  ^Manross  was  woimded  at 
Chancellorsville  in  1863.  He  also  fell  from  exhaus- 
tion at  the  battle  of  Dallas,  in  1864.  After  the  Civil 
M'ar  he  purchased  the  homestead,  "Manross  Place," 
but  failing  in  health  was  soon  after  obliged  to  sell 
out  and  travel.  After  spending  six  months  in  the 
Adirondacks  his  physician  ordered  him  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  died  Jan.  19,  1872.  at  San  ]\Iateo. 
He  was  buried  by  proxv  at  St.  }^Iatthew's  Episcopal 
Church.  Six  months  later  the  remains  were  sent 
to  Forestville  (Bristol),  to  rest  beside  his  family. 

Rev.  William  Doane  ^lanross,  son  of  Sergt.  Eli 
Manross,  was  born  X'ov.  19,  1865,  in  Bristol,  and 
educated  in  part  at  the  public  scho-ols  of  Baltimore, 
^Id.,  afterward  studying  the  classics  imder  the  pre- 
ceptorship  of  Rev.  Dr.  Lewis  De  Lew.  He  was  a 
born  soldier :  was  identified  with  the  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans at  Baltimore.  Garfield  Camp,  Xo.  i,  for  thir- 
teen years ;  served  in  the  5th  Regiment,  Maryland 
State  Militia,  three  years;  also  in  the  ist  Maryland 
six  years ;  and  ranked  as  sergeant  when  his  regiment 
was  assisting  in  suppressing  the  riots  at  Frostburg. 
He  became  professor  of  violin  and  orchestral  music, 


also  teacher  of  military  tactics,  at  Manlius,  X.  Y., 
where  lie  was  promoted  ti_>  a  cajitaincv  on  t!:e  Ci''!- 
oneTs  staff.     l-~inally  choosing  tlie  church  for  I'.is 
lite  work,  lie  was  prepared  for  ordination  bv  ]\ev. 
Dr.  Babcoek,  of  ^Ianllus.  and  graduati.d  from  St. 
;  Andrew's  Divinity  School.  Syracuse.  X.  Y.,  under 
;  Rev.  William  Dexter  Wilson,  D.  D.    He  was  01- 
dained  deacon,  then  priest,  by  Bishop  Frederic  Dan 
;  Fhmtington,  of  Central,  X.  Y.,  and  was  given  charge 
;  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shenherd,  at  Onondaga 
,  Castle,  X.  Y.,  where  he  has  done  noble  work  among 
j  the  Six  X'ations  Indians  for  the  past  four  years.  He 
has  just  been  called  (Dec.  i.  1900)  to  St.  Mary's 
[  Hall,  Rosebud- Agency,  S.  Dak.,  where  he  will  be 
superintendent,  and  his  wife  will  be  the  matron. 
Rev.  William  Manross  will  also  have  to  travel  ex- 
tensively among  the  Sioux,  doing  mission  work  un- 
der Bishop  Flare.    When  ^Mr.  Manross  was  a  youth 
he  traveled  considerably  on  account  of  his  delicate 
health,  among  other  places  visiting  the  East  Indies 
in  a  merchant  vessel,  and  wdien  near  the  island  of 
^  Java,  just  at  the  time  of  the  terrible  volcanic  erup- 
>  tion  there,  they  found  themselves  sailing  over  An- 
j  gier  Point  with  dead  human  bodies  and  lava  floating- 
I  by,  and  covering  the  ship's  deck.    His  next  voyage 
i  was  to  Australia,  during  which  a  mutiny  broke  out 
I  among  the  ship's  crew,  causing  twelve  of  the  sea- 
1  men  and  one  of  the  mates  to  be  put  in  irons.  The 
'  captain,  first  mate  and  one  boy  ( W.  D.  ^Manross ) 
i  managed  the  vessel  a  whole  w^eek.  until  they  suc- 
{  ceeded  in  getting  a  fresh  crew,  when  they  sailed 
I  for  the   Philippine  Islands.    There   'Sir.  ilanross 
\  visited  beautiful  caves  filled  with  the  most  wonder- 
I  ful  stalactites  conceivable,  and  was  kindly  treated 
!  bv  the  natives.    Rev.  IMr.  Manross  was  married, 
:  June  16,  1897,  to  ]Vlartka  Elizabeth  Wilson,  of  Syra- 
;  cuse,  X'.  Y.,  and  they  had  one  son,  John  Graham, 
;  wdio  died  in  infancy. 

I        (VIII)    John  iManross,  born  April   5,  1837, 
i  was  married  X^ov.  12,  i860,  to  Lena  Gale,  who 
i  was  born  ^lay  22,  1839,  at  Wayne,  Maine,  and  they 
i  had  one  daughter,  Juanita,  born  Jan.  29,  1862,  who 
I  died  Dec.  9,  1884.    John  IManross  was  a  clock- 
[  maker,  a  famous  hunter,  and  a  noted  ball  player. 
Fie  served  as  a  private  in  Company  I,  2d  Conn. 
Heavy  Artillery,  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  was  disabled  at  Cold  Harbor.    He  died  Oct. 
24,  1865,  from  the  effects  of  exposure,  which  devel- 
oped scrofula  on  the  brain.  He  was  a  born  soldier, 
j  and  a  remarkably  brave  man. 

I        (IX)    Henry  ^Manross,  born  ^larch  19,  1839, 
;  was  a  clock  maker,  and  died  immarried  Dec.  14, 
1862.  He  was  a  champion  ball  player  and  success- 
ful fisherman. 

There  was  also  an  adopted  daughter,  Cora 
Marguerite  Reynolds,  born  in  Farmington,  Conn., 
and  reared  in  the  -Manross  familv. 

Frederick  Xewton  M.vxross  was  born  Se])t. 
28,  1857,  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  received  a  liberal 
I  education  at  the  common  schools  of  the  place,  lay- 
1  ing  aside  his  books  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
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At  iliat  time  he  entered  the  employ  of  S.  E.  Root, 
at  clockmaking,  with  whom  he  remained  about 
liiree  years,  and  then  for  thirteen  years  was  en- 
gat;ed  in  the  elock  factory  of  the  E.  W  elch  Man- 
ufacturing Co.,  Eoresiville,  where  he  had  a  contract 
for  some  ten  years  in  the  timmg  and  adjusting-  de- 
l)arinient.  Resigning  his  position  here,  Air.  .\lan- 
ross  commenced  the  manufacture  of  hair  springs, 
in  JJristol,  m  which  iie  has  since  successfully  con- 
tnuied,  having  within  the  past  few  years  built  it 
up  to  a  tlioroughly  good  paying  business,  now- 
giving  employment  to  about  ten  hands.  In  1S94 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Henry  W.  Porter, 
in  the  manufacture  of  clock  trimmings  and  special 
train  work,  which  concern  was  in  1S99  converted 
into  a  joint-stock  company,  w-ith  Air.  Alanross  as 
secretary-treasurer. 

Socially  Air.  Alanross  is  affiliated  with  the  E. 
&  A.  AI.,  Eranklin  Lodge,  Xo.  50,  of  Bristol ;  Ste- 
phen Terry  Lodge,  Xo.  59,  I.  U.  U.  E.,  of  Bristol; 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Alen,  Compounce  Tribe, 
Ko.  15,  of  Bristol;  and  is  a  member  of  the  Colt  Gun 
Club,  of  Hartford,  of  which  he  was  captain  of  the 
team  one  year.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can, and  has  served  on  the  board  of  selectmen  since 
1896.  On  Xov.  6,  1900,  he  was  elected,  on  the 
Republican  ticket.  State  representative  from  the 
town  of  Bristol.  Together  with  his  family  he  at- 
tends the  services  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  June  24,  1876,  Erederick  X'.  Alanross  mar- 
ried Sylvia  Esther  Smith,  w-ho  was  born  Aug.  tj, 
1857,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Jerusha  (Thomp- 
son) Smith,  of  Bethlehem,  Litchfield  county,  and 
they  have  two  children  :  ( i )  Arthur  X'ewton,  born 
JNlarch  26,  187S,  graduated  from  the  Bristol  high 
school  in  1896,  and  is  now  an  electrician  in  the 
employ  of  his  father.  On  Alay  16,  1900,  he  mar- 
ried Delia  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Eliada  S.  Tuttle, 
of  Bristol,  and  they  have  one  son,  Paul  X'ewton, 
born  Dec.  6,  1900,  who  is  the  first  ot  the  seventh 
g'eneration,  and  is  twice  descended  from  X'ehemiah 
Manross.  The  line  has  been  unbroken  in  regard  to 
the  town  of  Bristol,  not  one  of  the  seven  genera- 
tions in  direct  line  having  moved  from  the  town. 
(2)  Robert  Hayuen,  born  Aug.  22.  1885,  grad- 
uated from  the  Bristol  common  schools  in  1900, 
and  is  now  attending  Huntsinger's  Business  Col- 
lege. 

GEORGE  W.  WATROUS,  superintendent  of 
the  jobbing  department  of  the  William  Rogers 
Manufacturing  Co.,  Hartford,  also  secretary  of  the 
company,  is  a  native  of  the  city,  born  Sept.  23,  182S. 

For  generations  the  Watrous  family  have  resided 
in  Hartford  and  vicinity,  the  more  remote  ancestor 
having  come  from  England  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  settlement  of  X^'ew  England.  Jonathan  Wat- 
rous, our  subject's  grandfather,  and  Rufus  Watrous, 
his  father,  were  both  born  in  and  remained  residents 
of  Hartford,  and  were  occupied  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, the  father  giving  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 


I  the  raising  of  vegetables  for  the  city  markets.  The 
;  grandfather  married  Abigail  Cadwell.  Rufus 
j  V\'atrous  married  Julia  A.  Rogers,  a  daughter  of 
j  the  late  Asa  Rogers  and  his  wife  Xancy,  who  reared 
I  a  family  of  eleven  children,  all  now  deceased.  Asa 
;  Rogers  was  the  first  in  this  country  to  engage  in  the 
!  plating  business  (1844;,  and  his  name  and  fame, 
I  along  with  that  of  his  brothers  and  sons,  in  the  line 
I  of  silver  plating  are  known  far  and  wide.  Rufus 
I  Watrous  lost  his  life  when  fifty-four  years  of  age, 
\  by  a  moving  train  of  cars,  having  been  run  over  and 
!  killed.  Ot  the  thirteen  children  born  to  Air.  and 
I  Airs.  Rufus  Watrous  the  foUowincf  named  are  vet 
j  living:  George  W  .,  W  illiam  IT,  Henry,  Simeon, 
!  Edgar,  and  Arabella,  nearlv  all  of  whom  are  identi- 
j  fied  with  the  silver-plating  business.  The  mother 
I  of  these  children  died  in  iSSi,  aged  seventy-eight 
j  vears.  She  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the 
I  AI.  E.  Church. 

i       George  W.  Watrous,  our  subject,  attended  the 
I  public  schools  of  Hartford,  and  when  his  school 
I  days  were  over  he  learned  the  art  of  making  coin 
I  silver,  an  occupation  he  was  engaged  in  until  1864. 
i  Eor  the  next  ten  }  ears  he  was  employed  in  a  nut 
i  shop  at  Cnionville,  Conn.    In  1S78  he  entered  the 
!  employ  of  the  William  Rogers  Alanufacturing  Co., 
[  of  Hartford,  as  an  assistant  in  the  plating  depart- 
!  ment,  of  which  he  was  made  foreman  three  years 
I  later.    In  1889  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the 
j  cutlery  works  at  X'orwich,  a  branch  of  the  Hartford 
I  concern,  where  he  remained  until  1S96,  and  then  re- 
I  turned  to  Hartford.    During  his  stay  at  Xorwich 
j  Air.  Watrous  had  under  his  care  125  men.  He 
j  thoroughly  understands  all  branches  of  the  plating 
i  business,  has  good  executive  ability,  and  has  per- 
1  formed  valuable  service  for  his  employers  for  a 
I  long  period,  being  now  the  oldest  man  in  the  service 
I  of  the  company  among  ujjwards  of  100  men.  Since 
i  1896  he  has  been  superintendent  of  the  jobbing  de- 
j  partment,  w-hicli  in  1899  did  over  $800,000  worth 
of  business.    Air.  Watrous  is  an  obliging  and  kindly 
disposed  man,  considerate  of  his  men,  and  popular 
among  them.    For  many  years  he  has  been  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Rogers  Alanufacttiring  Co.    In  his  po- 
litical views  he  is  independent,  voting  generally  for 
the  man  he  believes  the  best  for  the  place,  regard- 
less of  politics. 

In  1850  Air.  Watrous  w-as  married  (first)  to 
Hannah  H.  Andrews,  of  Earmington,  Conn.,  who 
died  in  1874,  and  later  he  married  Alarv  G.  Deming, 
of  I'lartford.  To  the  first  marriage  were  born  chil- 
i  dren  as  follows :  Ada  married  W^alter  Hart,  who- 
is  now  employed  in  the  cutlery  works,  at  Unionville, 
Conn.,  and  they  have  two  children,  Alabel  and 
Walter  A.,  the  latter  a  dentist  in  that  place.  Oliver 
is  practicing  dentistry  in  Aliddletown. 

BEXJAAIIN  AIYRICK  DESJARDIXS,  a  man 
of  genius,  whose  inventions  at  this  time  arc  filling  a 
j  large  space  in  scientific  journal?,  and  a  mechanical 
I  engineer  and  manufacturer  of  his  own  devices,  at: 
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llartlonl,  is  ot  I'rench  origin  in  both  paternal 
and  "maternal  lines. 

Born  in  Tyre,  Mich.,  Oct.  lo,  1S5S,  Mr.  Des- 
Jardins  is  a  son  of  Gregoir  and  Marv  (^Tnukauj 
lA-Jardins,  and  grandson  of  Zacharie  Desjardins, 
who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  at  Sainte  Therese 
de  Blainville,  Uuebec.   Jle  was  prominent  among 
the  early  TVench  .settlers,  statesmanlike  and  deter- 
mined; he  lived  during  the  disturbed  period  when 
many  of  the  Catholics  were  becoming  Protestants, 
sympathizing  with  the  latter.   Gregoir  Desjardins, 
having  jomed  the  Protestant  Church,  and  being  of 
a  quiet  and  retiring  disposition,  left  his  native  home 
in  Canada  and  became  a  pioneer  in  the  yet  unde- 
veloped country  at  Tyre,  ]\Iich.,  where  the  little 
farmhouse    with    its    artistic   garden    and  walks 
.'showed  many  traces  of  taste  and  ingenuity.  He  was 
a  man  of  good  intelligence,  read  a  great  deal,  was 
a  lover  of  art  and  of  nature,  and  possessed  consid- 
erable mechanical  ability,   lie  lived  to  be  seventy 
vears  of  age,  dying  in  1888.  Pie  had  a  remarkable 
family,  was  married  three  times,  and  by  the  third 
wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  had  thirteen  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  are  still  living.   Of  the  fifty 
grandchildren  belonging  to  the  family  only  one 
has  died  of  disease,  and  one  was  drowned.  Of  the 
■children  of  Gregoir  Desjardins,  Samuel  E.  is  a 
prominent  architect  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  of  the  firm 
of  Desjardins  &  Hayward.    Paul  is  a  Methodist 
minister  at  Owosso,  Alich.   Philomene  is  the  wife 
of  L.  E.  Rivard,  who  until  recently  has  been  con- 
ducting a  French-American  newspaper  at  Spring- 
field, -Mass.  Joseph  ]M.  is  a  farmer  of  Tyre,  ^lich. 
John  Z.  is  a  blacksmith  at  Tyre.  James  is  an  in- 
surance agent  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.   Ernest  T.  H. 
is  a  traveling  salesman,  residing  at  Bad  Axe,  Mich. 
Persis  (deceased )  was  the  wife  of  James  ^l.  White. 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  James  Shepherd,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Tyre,  Mich.   Harriet  L.  married  A\'ill- 
iam  H.  Carey,  who  is  engaged  in  the  grain  and 
coal  business  at  Bad  Axe,  and  near  them,  with  a 
granddaughter,  quietly  away  from  the  confusion  of 
a  large  family,  the  mother,  now  aged  eighty  years, 
has  her  home. 

Benjamin  M.  Desjardins  remained  at  home 
imtil  seventeen,  his  early  instruction  being  received 
partly  from  his  mother  and  older  brothers,  and 
partly  at  the  Tyre  and  other  public  schools,  which 
at  that  time  were  very  poor.  In  1875  he  left  home, 
going  to  Kalamazoo  to  work  his  way  through  col- 
lege. In  that  place  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
Senator  Burrows,  in  whose  family  he  lived  for  a 
number  of  years,  having  the  use  of  his  private 
library,  and  here  he  carried  on  a  series  of  mechan- 
ical studies  in  addition  to  his  regular  college  work. 
During  the  years  he  attended  college  he  was  vari- 
ously occupied,  largely  doing  neu'spaper  work  as  a 
means  of  paying  liis  way.  It  was  while  connected 
with  one  of  the  Kalamazoo  daily  papers  that  he 
became  impressed  with  the  tedionsness  by  which 
type  was  set  by  hand,  as  compared  with  that  now 


perfected  condition  of  the  machinery  by  means  of 
\  which  a  daily  newspajK-r  is  produced. 
:  In  the  early  wiiner  of  1SS2  the  thought  of 
I  setting  type  by  maclnnery  began  to  mature.  The 
;  idea  of  a  t\-pe-seuing  and  justifying  machine  be- 
I  came  Mr.  Desjardins"  dream,  he  litte  knowing  that 
!  other  inventors  had  successfully  labored  for  years 
I  to  accomplish  the  same  purix)se.  From  this  time 
i  on  his  life  became  a  struggle,  with  the  one  object  in 
view.  His  college  work  was  neglected  and  finally 
(  abandoned,  and  every  effort  directed  toward  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  one  bent  of  his  mind..  In  his 
'  early  struggles  he  had  associated  with  him  for  a 
period  George' \V.  O'Hara,  an  electrician;  and  Her- 
'  bert  S.  Wilson,  a  mechanic  and  draftsman,  this  trio 
forming  the  first  details  of  construction,  young  Des- 
I  Jardins  furnishing  the  ideas  while  the  others  en- 
I  deavored  to  give  them  shape.  Aluch  of  the  early 
j  work  of  our  subject  and  his  associates  was  per- 
j  formed  during  spare  hours  and  evenings,  but  finallv 
j  all  lost  their  positions  through  giving  too  much 

time  to  the  construction  of  the  machine. 
'  Stopping  for  a  time  to  work  long  enough  to  ac- 
'  cumulate  money  to  maintain  him  while  he  worked 
I  at  the  problem,  Mr.  Desjardins  was  variously  en- 
I  gaged.  He  purchased  a  steam  laundrv  at  Kalan^ia- 
!  zoo,  and  in  the  course  of  a  brief  period  he  had  as 
I  many  as  three  different  partners.  He  next  compiled 
i  a  directory  of  that  city  and  county  (18S3),  which 
'  included  a  map  and  history  of  the  city  and  adjacent 
I  country,  it  being  one  of  the  most  complete  works 
!  in  that  line  ever  prepared  in  that  part  of  [Michigan. 
I  This  he  sold  to  publishers,  and  with  the  proceeds 
I  of  the  sale,  together  with  those  from  the  laundrv 
I  enterprise,  he  renewed  work  on  his  invention.  Plis 
\  capital,  however,  proved  insufficient,  and  was  soon 
I  exhausted,  and  he  again  took  a  position  on  the 
'  Kalamazoo  Gazette,  ever  giving  his  spare  moments 
:  to  the  construction  of  the  machine.  Later,  becoming 
'  ambitious  to  further  his  education,  he  again  en- 
tered college,  and  for  a  time  pursued  his  studies, 
I  after  which  he  traveled  through  Ohio,  Indiana 
j  and  Kentucky. 

I       In  Louisville  he  succeeded  in  interesting  in 
I  his  project  Dr.  W.  L.  Breyfogle,  former  president 
\  of  the  r^Ionon  route;  R.  W.  Meredith,  of  the  Cour- 
\  icr  Journal;  and  E.  A.  !Maginness,  secretary  of  the 
i  exposition  then  held  tliere.  These  parties,  becoming 
!  conversant  with  the  extreme  difficulties  which  oth- 
I  er  inventors  had  met  in  this  line,  were  led  to  give  up 
the  enterprise,  and  !Mr.  Desjardins,   returning  to 
!  Kalamazoo,  again  became  employed  on  the  Gazette 
{  of  that  city.    Persistent,  however,  in  his  effort  to 
I  complete  and  perfect  his  invention,  he  went  to 
i  Chicago  in  the  fall  of  1884  and  opened  an  office 
I  for  drafting  and  designing  machinery.   His  ability 
i  as  an  expert  was  soon  recognized.     He  became 
I  secretary  of  the  Inventors  Association  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  and  was  variously  occupied  and  con- 
sulted on  important  mechanical  subjects,  and  when, 
a  few  years  later,  he  was  sent  to  Xew  York  by 
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capita!i^ts  to  report  on  a  new  process  and  ma-  I 
clnnory  lor  producing  illustrations,  he  advised  the 
company  against  the  new  project,  foretelling  the 
sucoe>s  of  the  half-tone  plate,  then  connng  into 
use.   With  financial  assistance  from  the  late  Sen-  ; 
ator  Frank  15.  Stockbridge  he  succeeded  in  con-  i 
structing  a  fair  experimental  machine  at  the  Chi-  ' 
cago  model  works,  and  later  with  a  partner  opened 
a  model  shop,  but  as  previously  failure  to  produce  | 
a  perfected  machine  awaited  him.  and  he  was  forced  i 
to  abandon  for  a  lime  his  work  in  this  direction 
of  his  ambition. 

Following  this  experience  Mr.  Desjardins  be- 
came employed  on  the  Chicago  Inter  Ocean,  and  later 
on  the  Mai!,  having  charge  of  a  section  of  the  ad- 
vextising  dej^rtment  of  the  paper.  He  remained 
\vith  the  -l/t7/7  two  years,  during  which  period  he  de- 
voted soiue  tinie  to  the  furtherance  of  his  invention, 
getting  out  a  model  of  a  new  and  iniirroved  machine. 
He  next  traveled  for  a  time  for  the  "Farm,  Field  and 
Fireside"  of  that  city,  and  in  18S7  he  began  the  con- 
struction of  a  machine  that  would  set,  justify  and 
distribute  not  less  than  20,000  ems  per  hour.  By 
this  time  he  had  succeeded  in  interesting  in  his  enter- 
prise William  H.  Rand,  the  founder  of  Rand,  Mc- 
Kally  &  Co.,  who  furnished  the  capital  to  build  this 
machine.  On  Xov.  30,  1891,  cur  subject  met  with 
another  backset,  his  work  and  place  of  operations, 
with  all  the  machinery,  being  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  same  strange  impulse  that  had  driven  him  on  in 
the  earlier  stages  of  his  struggle  still  buoyed  him 
up  at  this  critical  moment,  and  although  hindered 
by  fire  and  adverse  financial  circumstances,  and  the 
discouragement  of  friends,  who  were  fearful  of  his 
€ver  reaching  the  goal,  he  stuck  persistently  to  the 
pursuit  of  the  object  of  his  life,  and  after  eighteen 
years  of  labor,  anxiety  and  trial  he  succeeded  where 
all  others  failed.  He  has  now  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  his  effortj  crowned  with  success  after  a 
struggle  with  adverse  circumstances  that  would 
have  overwhelmed  a  less  determined  nature. 

'Sir.  Rand  continued  to  stand  at  the  back  of  the 
persistent  inventor,  and  in  1892  the  latter  came  to 
Hartford,  and  there  he  began  to  found  a  system  for 
a  stock  company,  issuing  certificates,  agreeing  to 
furnish  stock  in  the  company  when  organized,  and 
this  way  raising  tlie  first  $10,000  used  in  the  busi- 
ness. Flis  first  machine  here  was  built  in  1S93-94, 
in  Manchester.  Following  this  two  machines  were 
constructed  at  the  Dwight  Slate  ^Machine  Co..  of 
Hartford,  the  last  one  being  the  original  model  of 
his  new  type-justifying  machine  attachment  for 
type-setting  machines,  a  description  of  which  is 
given  herewith.  'Mr.  Desjardins  has  a  number  of 
valuable  inventions,  and  in  1898  he  began  work  on 
a  type-writer  adding  machine,  an  attachment  that 
can  be  used  upon  any  ordinary  typewriter,  and 
which  by  the  adjustment  of  a  lever,  correctly  adds 
any  invoice  or  example  as  it  is  written  on  the  ma- 
chine. In  1899  he  began  the  invention  of  the  Des- 
jardins com.puting  scale  and  cash  register  comljined. 


This  scale,  when  properly  set.  will  figure  the  cost 
of  any  number  of  pountls  or  fractions,  at  any  given 
price  per  pound,  and  will  register  and  display  the 
exact  amount  nf  cash  paid  for  the  purchase. 

The  Desjardins  'i'ype  Justifier  Co.,  of  which 
our  subject  is  president,  is  capitalized  at  $500,000; 
and  the  Desjardins  Comj  utin.g  Register  Co.,  of 
which  he  is  vice-president,  at  Sioo,ooo.  The  fol- 
lowing description  of  the  new  type-justifying  ma- 
chine of  Mr.  Desjardins  appeared  in  a  Boston 
trade  journal  of  Aug.  15,  1S96: 

The  main  feature  of  the  new  justifier  consi-^ts 
of  a  mathematical' instnnnent  of  an  almost  unlimited 
power.    This  instrument  is  made  of  a  very  few 
pieces.    It  rests  directly  upon  the  assembled  line, 
and  automatically  indicates  to  tl  e  machine  what 
sizes  and  how  many  spaces  to  employ.    The  balance 
of  the  process  is  simple.    The  cohmui  is  published 
lengthwise  a  di^tance  equal  to  the  thickness  of  one 
line  at  a  time,  and  the  end  line  is  separated  and  trans- 
ferred into  an  easv  position  for  the  automatic  mech- 
anism to  get  rid  of  the  original  spaces  and  insert  the 
new  ones.    In  so  doing,  the  lead  which  was  origi- 
nally inserted  to  prevent  the  loose,  uneven  ends  fn  iu 
becoming  mixed  is  removed  and  disposed  of.  Tiie 
original  spaces  which  are  inserted  between  the  words  . 
to  indicate  to  the  machine  where  the  new  ones  belong 
are  properly  distril  uted  into  rows,  ready  to  be  used 
again.    After  the  spaces  have  all  been  inserted  into 
their  respective  places  between  the  words,  the  line 
moves  sideways  a  short  distance,  and  finds  itself 
transferred  into  the  receiving  galley.    The  great  dis- 
tinguishing feature  of  the  new  machine  is  the  fact 
that  in  one  sweep  it  absolutely  eliminates  two  onmi- 
present  features  of  justification.    First,  it  does  noth- 
ing but  absolutely  correct  work.    Second,  it  does  this 
v.-ork  without  any  expense  whatever.    The  correc- 
tions, including  the  changes  and  transpositions,  are 
all  made  in  the  galley  before  the  lines  are  justified. 
When  this  is  done,  all  the  foreman  has  to  do  is  to 
clamp  the  galley  into  position,  and  go  about  his 
other  work  until  the  automatic  indicator  informs  him 
that  the  machiii.e  has  justified  its  column  or  that  it 
requires  temporary  attention  from  some  other  cau^e. 
The  justifier  deals  with  three  spaces  only,  and  has 
apparently  very  little  to  do.    The  enormous  capacity 
of  the  measuring  device,  which  instantly  determines 
one  out  of  five  thousand  possible  requirements,  is  a 
pecidiarity  of  the  invention,  and  does  not  involve 
complication  or  delicacy  of  parts.    The  machine  is 
compact  and  easy  to  manufacture,  and  will  be  witliin 
the  immediate  means  of  all  classes  of  printing  estab- 
lishments, small  and  large.    The  mechanism  is  such 
that  it  can  be  readily  understood  and  cared  for  by 
anv  printer  of  ordinary  intelligence. 

The  other  departments  of  printing  are  looked 
upon  as  fully  abreast  with  the  age.  The  great  dailies, 
with  their  large  editions  are  whirled  into  existence 
by  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  copies,  so  that  with- 
in an  hour  after  the  great  rolls  of  white  paper  are 
given  to  the  machine  the  finished  publications  are 
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scattoicl  l)ni;ulv:a>t  over  tlic  country.  Tlie  art  of 
»Hiick  an<l  clioap  cii_q;raving  has  liccn  brought  to 
.•ii;ch  a  <u-i,'rvi'  of  iX'rfi.\.-tion  that  inti'Higcnce  in  the 
lorin  oi  pictures — permeates  all  classes  of  publica- 
t:('n.>.  While  these  :\U(\  hundreds  of  other  iniprove- 
inents  were  taking-  place,  typesetting  machines  have 
iK-eii  kept  otl  the  market  because  they  have  not  been 
able  to  justify  their  lines. 

Mr.  Desjartlins'  automatic  typc-justifier.  with 
the  various  changes  which  he  has  designed  to  suit 
tiic  various  conditions  of  printing  offices,  can  be 
readily  adapted  for  all  classes  of  work.  The  pres- 
ent machine  was  built  to  handle  newspaper  columns 
a  little  over  two  inches  in  width.  Anotlier  machine 
will  be  made  adjustable  for  book  lines,  varying  from 
two  to  five  inches  in  length.  The  third  machine  will 
be  of  special  design  adapted  to  the  present  typeset- 
ting- machines,  and  so  constructed  tliat  it  will  sim- 
ply cut  the  lines  and  deposit  them  on  the  galley,  ready 
for  the  corrections  and  changes.  When  the  time  ap- 
proaches to  close  the  form,  and  it  is  necessary  to 
rush  the  matter,  instead  of  putting  it  througfh  tv,-o 
maclunes,  bv  the  setting  of  a  lever  the  lines  will  pass 
through  the  special  justiher,  and  the  spaces  inserted 
as  fast  as  they  are  being-  set.  In  tins  way  the  matter 
can  be  set  careftillv  and  transferred  directly  from  the 
typesetting  machine  to  the  form.  These  three  de- 
signs will  do  awav  with  all  of  the  present  ditiiculties, 
and  will  place  the  setting  of  movable  type  on  a  par 
with  the  other  departments  of  printing. 

The  following-  reference  to  the  improved  device 
in  question  of  ^Ir.  Desjardins  is  extracted  from 
an  article  which  appeared  in  the  Hartford  Post  of 
March  lo.  1900: 

The  machine  will  space  type  and  justify  as  rap- 
idly as  the  most  exoert  operator  can  manipulate  the 
keys  of  a  typesetting  machine  and  the  work  is 
smoother  and  more  accurate  than  can  be  done  by 
hand.  ^Mr.  Desjardins'  invention  is  the  first  which 
has  been  prodticed  to  justify  movable  type.  Type- 
setting machines,  of  which  there  are  many  different 
kinds,  were  all  lacking  in  this  very  important  feature. 
The  linotype,  which  casts  a  line  from  molten  metal, 
bas  a  justifying  attachment  and  is  in  general  use  in 
large  newspaper  offices.  But  there  has  always  been 
a  demand  for  a  machine  that  would  justify  movable 
type  automatically,  and  after  struggling  with  the 
problem  for  eighteen  years  'Sir.  Desjardins  has  suc- 
ceeded in  perfecting  it  to  stand  the  test  of  usage. 
The  invention  is  arranged  to  be  attached  to  any 
typesetting  machine  and  is  designed  especially  to  be 
used  in  connection  with  the  Thorne  type-setter,  the 
combination  being  compact  and  can  be  operated  as 
rapidly  as  an  ordinarv  tvpewriter.  The  Desjar- 
dins justifier  is  so  constructed  that  it  takes  the  t}  pe 
from  the  Thorne  machine  as  it  is  formed  into  lines, 
being  attached  to  the  frame  on  the  right  sid.e.  The 
^vork  of  the  justifier  begins  after  the  type  ha-^  left 
the  channels  and  has  reached  a  pcint  at  the  riglit  side 
of  the  key  board.  Here  they  are  stacked  up  into 
Avords  by  the  movements  of  a  little  star  gear,  the 


j  words  being  separated  by  thin  brass  si)aces  which 
1  have  been  substituted  for  the  ordinary  type  metal 
I  slugs.  These  separaturs  are  slightly  longer  tlian  the 
I  type  and  are  titled  with  pronged  ends.  They  serve 
!  only  a  temporary  u^e  and  in  the  course  of  type 
j  through  the  machine  ihev  give  place  to  the  gradu- 
ated tyiH.'  metal  spaces  which  perform  the  final  work 
of  justifying  and  are  verv  siniilar  in  appearance  to 
ordinary  spaces.  As  the  letters  are  stacked  up  by 
the  star  until  they  form  nearly  a  line  of  type  of  the 
width  of  the  ordinary  newspaper  column  ur  whatever 
width  is  desired,  a  bell  strikes,  announcing  that  the 
line  will  hold  but  a  few  more  letters.  The  operator 
completes  the  word  and  touches  the  line  lever,  which 
starts  the  machine.  The  line  is  first  lifted  into  a 
second  channel,  which  is  swimg  slightly  to  one  side. 
This  leaves  it  under  the  measurinp-  bar  of  the  com- 
puting device.  Another  part  of  the  computing  de- 
vice was  previously  adjusted  by  the  playing  ot 
spaces  in  the  line.  This  device  is  now  provided 
with  a  distance  corresponding  to  the  measured  line 
and  another  part  is  set  according  to  the  number  of 
spaces.  It  now^  performs  the  mechanical  operation 
of  dividing  the  one  by  the  other,  the  quotient  with  its 
remainder  being  the  combination  of  spaces  needed. 
The  line  of  type  is  next  moved  over  an  open  space, 
where  the  first  word  is  pushed  down  into  a  mova- 
ble channel,  the  brass  separator  being  momentarily- 
retained  in  the  line  of  type,  which  prevents  it  from 
moving  down  more  than  the  length  of  the  first  word. 
The  first  word  then  runs  backward  and  a  type  metal 
space  of  the  proper  thickness  for  justifying  is 
knocked  down  on  top  of  it  and  talces  the  place  of  the 
brass  separator  which  in  turn  dr^^ps  out  of  the  ma- 
chine into  a  receptacle  at  the  side,  to  be  used  again 
when  needed.  The  first  w"ord  now  runs  forwarc! 
and  the  second  word  is  pushed  down  on  top  of  it 
and  both  move  backward  to  receive  the  s-jcond  jus- 
tifying type  metal  space  and  allow  the  second  brass 
separator  to  follow  the  first  into  the  receoracle  and 
so  on  with  each  word  in  detail  until  the  line  of  type 
is  refitted  with  a  new  set  of  justifying  spaces,  and 
is  pushed  forward  into  a  receiving  galley,  where  it 
will  be  fotmd  that  the  last  line  of  tvpe  is  exactly  tlie 
same  length  as  the  others  previotislv  set.  The  pro- 
cess of  justifying  a  line  of  tvpe  is  strictiv  automatic 
and  occupies  onlv  about  ten  seconds  and  the  jtistifier 
may  be  speeded  "higher  if  necessarv.  htit  in  ordinary 
work  the  machine  as  adjusted  will  outstriD  the 
I  swiftest  operator,  so  that  by  the  time  the  second 
!  line  has  been  set,  the  justifier  is  waiting  to  receive 
it  and  repeat  the  process. 

On  Aug.  T,  18S9,  while  residing  at  Evanston. 
111.,  r\Ir.  Desjardins  was  m.arried  to  Cora  \"iola 
Snyder,  of  that  citv  who  was  born  in  !McITenry.  111., 
flaughter  of  Herman  Snyder,  a  native  of  Hudson,  X. 
v.,  and  Harriet  J.  (Smith)  Snyder,  a  native  of  Cam- 
bridge. \'t.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  reside  at  West 
Hartford  on  a  prominent  elevation  overlooking  the 
city  of  Hartford  and  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut, 
and  with  them  Mrs.  Snyder  makes  her  home.  They 
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are  inonibors  of  tlic  West  Hartford  Baptist  Church, 
whore  he  is  promiiieiitly  eonnected  with  the  nuina,>;e- 
meiit,  and  r^Irs.  Desjarthns,  being  a  tine  perfonncr 
on  the  piano,  has  charge  of  tlie  nuisic  for  the  ser- 
vices, and  of  the  Sabbaili-school,  of  which  I\Ir.  Des- 
Jardins  is  superintendent. 

GEORGE  DEXXIS  BRISTOL,  a  resident  of 
Southington,  Hartford  ccninty,  was  born  in  that 
town  Feb.  2,  1S59,  ^  ^^"^  oi  Julius  Deiuiis  and  Etne- 
line  (Cook)  Bristol,  and  is  the  only  survivor  of  the 
once  large  family  of  Bristols. 

Julius  D.  Bristol  was  also  bo/n  in-  Southington, 
Feb.  10,  1S26,  and  died  Aug.  29,  1S84,  at  Denver, 
Colo.,  his  remains  being  brouglit  East  and  interred 
in  the  family  lot  in  South  End  cemetery.  In  earlv 
life  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  but  later 
engaged  in  manufacturing,  merchandising,  contract- 
ing and  building,  was  also  interested  in  the  coal, 
lime,  cement,  tile  and  lumber  business,  and  at  one 
time  carried  on  a  bolt  shop  and  a  paper  mill  in  .Sotith 
End,  Southington,  and  later  in  Southington  village. 
He  was  instrumental  in  the  building  up  of  that  town, 
and  he  himself  erected  many  btiildings  there.  Mr. 
Bristol  was  a  man  of  far  more  than  ordinary  busi- 
ness ability,  and  carried  forward  to  successful  com- 
pletion whatever  he  undertook.  Enterprising,  pro- 
gressive and  public-spirited,  he  laid  out  and  im- 
proved what  is  now  Eden  avenue,  Southington, 
doing  much  to  beautify  it,  and  also  a  portion  of 
Libertv  street,  formerly  known  as  Yankee  street. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  being  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Emeline 
(Clark)  Cook,  of  Southington,  and  a  granddaughter 
of  Martin  and  Lucinda  (Webster)  Cook.  ]\Iartin 
Cook  was  born  Aug.  9,  1767,  and  was  a  son  of  X'a- 
thaniel  Cook,  who  was  born  Sept.  25,  1735,  and  was 
married  March  8,  1754,  to  ^^lartha  Scott,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  ]Mary  (  Pynchon')  Scott,  of  Southing- 
ton. Xathaniel  Cook  died  Xov.  27.  1S22.  His 
father,  Robert  Cook,  was  born  in  1703,  and  was 
married  Xov.  19,  1729.  to  Hannah  Ilunn,  a  daughter 
of  Xathaniel  and  [Martha  Hunn.  He  was  a  son  of 
Robert  Cook,  Sr.,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been 
born  in  Ireland  in  1671,  was  an  early  settler  of 
Southington,  and  a  warm  friend  of  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Curtiss  during  the  exciting  controversies  of  his 
ministry.  By  his  first  wife  Julius  D.  Bristol 
had  two  children  who  grew  to  maturity:  Seymour 
Julius,  born  Aug.  17,  1850,  who  died  in  Boston  Dec. 
I,  1878;  and  George  Dennis,  our  subject.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  [Martha  .A^melia  Perkins, 
who  bore  him  one  son,  Julius  Perkins,  deceased. 

Julius  Bristol  (generally  known  as  Capt.  Bris- 
tol, having  been  at  one  time  captain  of  militia  in  the 
town),  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  su]:)ject.  was 
born  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  Aug.  11,  1793,  and  married 
Sally,  daughter  of  Allen  and  Sarah  (Webster) 
Barnes.  She  died  Xov.  ig,  1848,  and  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  married  .Mrs.  Fanny  (Langdon)  Hitch- 
cock.   He  lived  in  South  End,  where  he  v.-as  en- 


'  gaged  in  farming  and  maiuifacturing,  being  at  one 
'  time  president  of  the  Peck,  Stow  iS:  Wilcox  Co., 
formerly  the  Peck-Smith  Co.,  and  subsequently  re- 
[  moved  to  Southington,  where  he  laid  cut  and  im- 
I  proved  Bristol  street,  setting  out  the  trees  that  now 
shade  it.    He  remained  there  until  his  death.  He 
I  was  a  prominent  Freemason,  and  a  most  progres- 
i  sive    and    highly-respected    citizen.    His  father, 
j  George  Augustus  Bristol,  was  born  July  27,  1762, 
lived  in  Southington,  and  was  married  Feb.  3,  1785, 
:  to  Mary  De  Forest  Hawley,  of  that  town.    For  his 
i  second  wife  he  married  Abigail  Mun.son.    He  died 
1  Aug^  28,  18 13.- 

George  D.  Bristol,  whose  name  introduces  this 
!  sketch,  grew  to  manhood  in  Southington,  and  pur- 
I  sued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  and  Lewis 
I  Academy.    For  several  years  he  was  '  sttccessfully 
engaged  in  the  grocery,  fruit,  news  business,  etc., 
but  is  now  living  at  his  pleasant  home  on  Bristol 
street,  engaged  in  real-estate  business,  etc,  enjo}-- 
ing  the  society  of  his  family  and  many  friends,  in 
the  midst  of  all  the  comforts  that  go  to  make  life 
worth  the  living. 

On  Xov.  16,  1882,  ]Mr.  Bristol  was  united  in 
marriage  with  [Miss  Amy  T.  Douglass,  a  daughter 
1  of  Reuben  H.  and  Zeruah  (Miles)  Douglass,  of 
j  Southington,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one  datigh- 
j  ter,  Gladys  A.  Z.    Fraternally  [Mr.  Bristol  is  an 
honored  member  of  the  [Masonic  fraternity,  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd   Fellows,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men, 
and  politically  he  is  a  Republican. 

I  WILLIS  P.  CORBIX.  Mr.  Corbin  is  a  son  of 
!  Hezekiah  Healey  Corbin,  a  grandson  of  Philip  Cor- 
!  bin,  Jr.,  and  a  great-grandson  of  Philip  Corbin,  who 
i  was,  throtighout  his  entire  life,  a  farmer  of  the 
I  town  of  Union. 

I  Philip  Corbin  married  a  [Miss  Healey,  and  from 
I  this  union  sprang  Philip,  Jr.,  who  also  devoted  him- 
self to  agriculture.  Early  in  life  he  lived  in  Willing- 
ton  and  other  towns  in  the  State,  but  his  later  years 
were  passed  at  West  Hartford.  In  his  business 
he  was  both  thrifty  and  successful,  the  two  attri- 
I  butes  being,  perhaps,  connected  in  the  relation  of 
j  cause  and  effect.  His  fellow  townsmen  regarded 
;  him  as  one  of  their  "solid"  men.  He  had  a  natural 
bent  toward  military  maneuvers,  and  on  "train- 
ing davs"  always  served  as  captain.  On  X'ov.  29, 
1820,  he  married  Lois  Chaffee,  who  was  born  Sej^t. 
24,  1798,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Abner  Chaffee 
and  Judith  Walker.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  named  and  born  as  follows :  Heze- 
kiah, Xov.  29,  1821  ;  Waldo,  Sept.  26,  1823  :  Philip, 
Oct.  26,  1824;  Lois,  Oct.  5,  1826;  Frank,  June  26, 
1828;  .Anna  J.,  Jan.  22,  1830;  William,  Sept.  9, 
1831  ;  Andrew,  June  10,  1833;  George  S..  June  22, 
183'');  Robv  Jcannette,  Sept,  5,  1838;  and  Elbert  A., 
Oct.  17,  1843.  .  . 

The  following  imperfect  sketch  of  the  life  of 
Hezekiah  H.  Corbin  is  taken  from  the  columns  of 
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a  local  paper:    '■llozckiah  Hoaley  Corbin  was,  in  | 
ihe  true  sense  of  the  word,  one  of  tlie  pioneers  of  ! 
Iscw  Britain.    Only  a  few  _\ears  of  his  life  were  ' 
spent  at  his  home  in  L'nion,  where  he  was  born. 
With  his  father's  family  he  removed  to  We^t  Hart-  | 
foril,  and  from  there  he  canic  to  Xew  l>iiiain,  in  j 
the  early  'forties.    It  was  about  this  same  time  that 
Jiis  brothers,  P.  and  F.  Lorbin,  came  to  Xew  Brit-  j 
ain  and  established  the  industry  which  has  since  i 
.grown  to  be  the  largest  plant  of  its  kind  in  the  city.  ! 
For  a  number  of  years  llezckiah  H.  Corbin  worked 
in  his  brothers"  factory,  and  later  was  in  the  employ  { 
of  Landers,  Frary  &  Clark.    It  was  in  iS66  that  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  T.  \\  .  Loomis,  in  the  j 
manufacture  of  paper  boxes,  the  concern  occupying  j 
the  quarters  in  the  Loomis  building  now  used  bv  i 
the  hidil'cndcjit.    After  a  partnership  continuing  ■ 
for  about  a  year,  Mr.  Corbin  started  a  factory  of  j 
his  own,  associating  with  himself  his  son,  Frank  E. 
Corbin.   It  was  in  1872  that  the  main  shop,  later 
occupied  by  the  firm  of  H.  H.  Corbin  &  Son,  was 
erected,  and  in  1880  large  additions  were  built,  i 
Until  1S90,  jNIr.  Corbin  was  in  partnership  with  his  ; 
son,  Frank  E.  Corbin,  but  in  that  year  he  bought  out  ! 
ithe  entire  business,  and  his  other  son,  Willis  P.  Cor- 
bin, succeeded  to  his  brother's  interest. 

"Mr.  Corbin,  like  all  others  of  his  family,  was 
for  from  wealthy  when  he  came  to  this  city  (New  j 
Britain).    But  he  was  not  lacking  in  the  enterprise 
which  has  ever  characterized  the  whole  family.    By  1 
steady  application  to  business,  native  shrewdness 
and  fair  dealing,  he  succeeded  in  building  up  a. good  : 
"business,  and  has  made  a  competency  for  himself.  ; 

"Mr.  Corbin  was  well  known  throughout  the  | 
State  as  a  leader  in  the  Adventist  Church.  He  and  ! 
H.  D.  Sharp  were  the  principal  organizers  of  the  1 
Advent  Church  of  New  Britain,  and  have  been- : 
prominently  connected  with  the  society  since  its  j 
iirst  meeting;  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  yir.  Cor-  i 
bin  was  one  of  the  deacons."  | 

The  sketch  of  Hezekiah  PL  Corbin  which  has  \ 
been  above  quoted  may  be  supplemented  by  a  brief  ; 
summary  of  other  salient  events  in  his  life,  and  a 
brief  account  of  his  prominent  characteristics.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common 'schools  and  in  the  high  j 
school  of  West  Hartford,  and  from  his  youth  up  he  j 
was  a  voracious  reader  of  the  best  authors.  On 
all  topics  of  current  interest  he  kept  himself  well  ' 
informed,  and  in  Biblical  lore  he  was  thoroughly 
versed.    On  Feb.  16,  1S44,  in  Willington,  he  was  j 
married  to  Maria  B.  Ryder,  a  daughter  of  Byas  and  I 
Abigail  (Eldridge)  Ryder,  and  born  in  Westford  ; 
Jan.  9,  1825.    Four  children  were  born  to  them,  a  ' 
"brief  record  of  whom  is  as  follows :    The  eldest,  | 
Mary  Jane,  was  born  at  Willington  June  13,  1845; 
s'ne  married  Wilbur  F.  Rogers,  of  ]\Ieridcn,  of  the 
firm  of  C.  Rogers  &  Bros.    The  second  child  was  , 
Frank  Eugene,  who  was  born  at  Hartford  Dec.  13, 
1849.    Homer  ^Montross  was  the  third,  born  at  j 
Hamden,  Ohio.  Aug.  13,  1852,  and  died  Oct.  12, 
1853.    Willis  P.  Corbin,  whose  name  appears  at 


th.e  opening  of  this  memoir,  was  the  youngest  child, 
and  was  born  at  New  Britain  Feb.  20,  1850. 

In  tracing  back  the  genealogy  of  the  Corbin 
family,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  earliest 
American  progenitor  in  reference  10  whom  any  in- 
formation is  obtainable  was  Clement  Corbin,  who 
was  a  resident  of  Brookline,  a  suburb  of  Boston, 
^lass.,  in  1637.  He  is  said  to  have  been  born  in 
1610,  and  to  have  removed  to  Woodstock,  Wynd- 
ham  Co.,  Conn.,  in  16S7.  It  is  also  reported  that 
he  was  the  first  settler  in  that  section  of  the  State. 
He  married  Dorcas  Buckminster,  and  his  son 
James,  who  was  one  of  the  early  progenitors  of  the 
Corbin  family,  was  born  March  31,  1008.  His 
son  Philip,  born  Jan.  5,  1708,  married  Dorothy 
Barts  on  Jan.  13,  1731.  Their  son  Lemuel  wis 
born  Feb.  19,  1739-40,  and  married  Rebecca  Davis. 
He  died  ]\Iay  7,  1825,  at  Dudley,  Massachusetts. 

Willis  P.  Corbin  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
New  Britain  and  !Meriden,  and  was  also  a  student 
under  the  personal  instruction  of  Prof.  Camp.  While 
his  early  education  was  not  of  the  character  given 
to  pupils  at  the  scientific  schools  of  the  present  day, 
it  formed  an  ample  ground  work  for  the  training 
necessary  to  a  successful  business  career.  On  leav- 
ing school,  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  father,  who 
as  has  been  already  said,  was  a  successful  manu- 
facturer of  paper  boxes.  At  the  time  that  he  began 
work  at  the  factory  the  firm  name  was  H.  H.  Cor- 
bin &  Son,  the  partners  in  the  concern  being  his 
father  and  his  brother,  Frank  E.  Corbin.  It  was 
a  fundamental  principle  with  his  father  that  none 
of  his  sons  should  be  entrusted  with  the  charge  of 
even  an  unimportant  part  of  his  business  luitil  he  had 
demonstrated  his  ability  to  succeed.  Accordingly, 
young  Willis  after  beginning  work  was  forced  to 
perform  all  sorts  of  toil  vmtil  he  became  thoroughly 
versed  in  every  detail  of  the  business.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1890,  Frank  E.  Corbin  withdrew  from  the 
firm,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  younger  brother, 
Willis  P.  The  name  of  the  firm  continued  as  H.  H. 
Corbin  &  Son,  and  gradually  the  management  of 
the  business  rested  more  and  more  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  younger  partner.  Since  Nov.  5,  1897,  he 
has  had  entire  control  of  the  plant,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  which  he  has  always  displayed  a  rarely 
sound  business  judgment.  Since  the  death  of  his 
father  Nov.  6,  1897,  he  has  largely  increased  the 
productive  capacity  of  the  factory,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent time  employs  about  sixty  hands.  The  Corbins 
were  the  pioneers  of  this  line  of  mechanical  in- 
dustry in  New  Britain,  and  to-day  they  are  the 
largest  manufacturers  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
supplying  firms  at  New  Britain,  Meriden,  Bristol, 
Southington,  and  other  towns  in  Connecticut. 

Politically  Mr.  Corbin  has  always  been  a  Re- 
publican, although  never  an  active  party  worker. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Benefit  Societv, 
of  New  Britain,  and  in  his  religious  belief  is  as 
ardent  in  his  support  of  the  Adventist  doctrines, 
as  was  also  his  father.  He  married  Miss  Alice  E.  'SI. 
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Villc,  a  daughter  of  James  \'illc.  of  New  Dritain. 
whose  family  is  of  English  descent,  and  who  is  a 
manufacturer  of  carriages,  his  place  of  business 
being-  on  Arcli  street.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbin  are  the 
parents  of  five  children:  Fred  \\'.,  Howard  R., 
Harry  M.,  Mildred  M.,  and  Gertrude  A. 

HOX.  EMERSOX  ALEORD.  who  f.ir  several 
years  prior  to  liis  decease  liveil  retired  in  Plain- 
ville,  was  a  well-known  and  highlv  respected  citi- 
zen of  that  town,  lie  was  born  near  Eroni  Roval, 
\'a.,  Dec.  2S,  1825.  but  belonged  to  an  oid  Con- 
necticut fann'ly,  his  parents  being  Daniel  M.  and 
Eniira  (Mills)  Alfortl,  natives  of  Avon  and  Can- 
ton. Hartford  county,  respectively.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Samuel  Alford,  was  born  in  Granby, 
tliis  ccunty.  but  spent  most  of  his  life  in  the  town 
of  Avon,  where  he  follov.ed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, and  where  he  served  as  constable  for  manv 
years.  He  had  a  family  of  six  children :  Roxie, 
wife  of  Truman  Woodford;  Dorinda.  wife  of  James 
Blackwell ;  Lucy,  wife  of  Henry  Humphrey;  Jane, 
wife  of  Henry  Stockbridge  ;  Daniel  ^l. ;  and  Samuel. 

In  early  manhood  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
a  trader  in  the  South,  and  lived  for  several  years 
in  Virginia.  Returning  to  Hartford  county,  Conn., 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Avon  about  1829,  and 
made  his  home  there  until  called  from  this  life,  in 
August,  1873,  tlie  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
He  married  Miss  Emira  Mills,  a  daughter  of  Joel 
and  Anna  (Russell)  Alills,  of  Canton,  this  county, 
and  to  this  union  the  following  children  were  born: 
Rollin,  who  was  killed  by  lightning  in  Illinois ; 
Juliette,  wife  of  Andrew  Chidsey :  Emerson,  our 
subject :  Ephraim  A. ;  Louisa,  Mrs.  Albert  An- 
drews: Lucy  A.,  wife  of  Asa  Hoskins ;  Sarah  J., 
wife  of  Anthony  J.  Mallory ;  and  Franklin  3.1. 

Emerson  Alford  was  four  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  he  grew 
to  manhood  in  Avon,  receiving  a  limited  education 
in  the  common  schools.  He  remained  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  six  months.  Subse- 
quently he  was  employed  as  a  peddler  for  a  time, 
and  at  the  age  of  tvv-enty  located  in  Collinsville, 
where  he  worked  in  an  axe  factory  for  ten  years, 
being  inspector  in  the  grinding-  department  the 
last  five  years  of  that  time.  In  1S60  he  purchased 
a  farm  in  Simsbury  which  he  successfully  con- 
ducted until  18S8,  when  he  retired  from  active  labor 
and  moved  to  Xew  Britain.  After  residing  there 
for  two  and  a  half  years  he  came  to  Plainville,  in 
1890,  and  here  made  his  home  until  his  death,  May 
10,  1899. 

On  April  23,  185 1,  'Sir.  Alford  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Sarah  ^l.  Pratt,  a  daughter 
of  Jeremiah  and  Celia  (3.1erriman  1  Pratt,  of  Green- 
field, Mass.,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children; 
Clara  J.,  Ephraim  B.  (deceased),  Ralph  1'...  I'rank 
J.  and  Leon  P.  Mr.  Alford  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  influential  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 


copal Church  of  Plainville,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
I  decease  was  serving  as  president  of  its  board  of 
j  trustees.  He  was  a  .stalwart  sui)p>irter  cf  the  Dem- 
!  ocratic  party,  and  represeiitetl  .Simsijury  in  the 
j  State  Legislature  in  iSSo-Sj.    After  a  useful  and 

honorable  career,  he  could  well  afford  to  lay  aside 
j  business  cares  and  live  in  ease  and  retirement. 

■       FRAXK  M.  JUllXSUX,  artistic  pliotographer, 
;  X'o.  1039  Main  street,  Hartford,  and  a  highly  es- 
j  teemed  citizen,  conies  of  an  old  and  prominent  Con- 
i  necticut  family  of  English  descent.    He  is  a  great- 
;  grandsitn  of  Is'aac  Johnson,  who  married  Audrey 
j  Latham,  whose  descent  was  from  the  Hon.  Lewis 
i  Latham  (falconer  to  his  Majesty  King  Charles  I), 
j  born  1555,  and  died  i'>55-    The  Earl  of  Latham  was 
j  a  descendant  of  the  same  ancestor,  as  was  aUo  Sir 
i  Thomas  Latham,  wh.ose  daughter  and  h;iress  mar- 
j  ried  Sir  John  Stanley,  from  whom  are  descended  the 
Stanleys,  Earls  of  Derby.    The  late  Judge  EHsha 
Johnson,  at  one  time  practicing  law  in  Hartford, 
was  a  great-uncle  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Frank  2\I.  Johnsim  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,. 
;  born  Xov.  2,  1872,  in  Xew  Haven,  a  son  of  Correll 
j  \y.  and  Eliza  S.  (She]:)ard)  Johnson,  the  former  a 
native  of  W'insted,  Conn.,  and  the  latter  a  daughter 
of  X'oah  Shepard,  wliose  grandfather,  John  Shepard. 
came  from  England,  and  was  in  his  day  a  promi- 
nent resident  of  Portland,  Conn.,  where  he  died, 
j  To  31r.  and  !Mrs.  Correll        Johnson  were  born  six 
j  children,  four  of  whom    are    yet    living.  When 
Frank  M.  was  five  years  old  the  family  removed  to 
I  Hartford,  and  there,  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
I  sojourn  near  Boston,  !Mass.,  he  has  since  made  his 
j  home.    His  education  was  received  at  the  Hart- 
!  ^foid  public  schools,  supplemented  by  a  course  at 
{  Hannum  &  Steadman's  (now  }>Iorse's)  Business 
!  College,  where  he  was  graduated  as  a  bookkeeper 
i  in  1890.    When  twelve  years  old  he  began  work  in 
the  photograph  gallery  of  Hart  J.  Rodgers,  in  Flart- 
ford,  in  order  to  learn  the  business,  and  continued 
I  there,  in  various  capacities,  some  ten  years.  Hav- 
I  ing  a  natural  taste  for  the  photographic  art,  he  de- 
voted himself  earnestlv.  to  making  himself  proficient 
in  all  the  details,  and  soon  became  master  of  the 
entire  business.    In  1895  he  severed  his  connection 
with  -Mr.  Rodgers,  to  accept  the  position  of  man- 
ager of  a  large  art  studio  at  Milford,  (a  suburl)  0£ 
Boston),  ^lass.,  and  there  he  had  entire  control  for 
some  six  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  having 
received  flattering  offers  from  a  couple  of  galleries 
in  Hartford,  he  was  induced  to  return  to  that  citv. 

In  1895  Mr.  Johnson  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  old  preceptor  in  the  art,  Mr.  Rodgers,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Rodgers  &  Johnson,  which  con- 
tinued about  eighteen  montlis,  when,  in  the  spring  of 
1898,  he  bought  out  his  partner's  interests,  taking 
entire  charge  of  the  !)usiness.  It  has  since  been 
known  as  the  E.  M.  Johnson  Studio,  and  all  kinds 
of  skillful  and  modern  [)h()tograjjhic  work  are  ('on.e. 
Mr.  Johnson  keeps  fully  abreast  of  the  times,  and  in 
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his  sliow  case  may  always  be  found  specimens  of 
artistic  work  excelled  by  no  otlier  gallery  in  the 
city. 

.Mr.  J^.lh^.^on  is  a  member  of  the  Xew  England 
PIiotogra]iiiers  Association,  lie  is  prominently 
identilied  with  the  Fourth  Congregational  Church, 
and  for  the  past  six  years  has  been  a  teacher  in  the 
Snnilay-school  at  W'arburion  Chapel,  on  Temple 
street,  wlnle  for  seven  or  eight  years  he  iias  been  a 
member  and  active  in  the  Young  .Meirs  Christian 
As>ociatiL>n.  iieing  a  single  man,  his  home  on 
I'liny  street,  which  he  purchased  in  March,  1900, 
is  cared  for  by  liis  mother. 

WILLAM  PORTER.  The  Porter  family  is 
of  English,  origin,  and  has  a  coat  of  arms,  which  is 
thus  described:  Sable,  three  church  belis,  argent; 
canton,  ermine.  Motto,  I'igilasiiia  ct  I'irtiis. 

The  lir.e  of  descent  is  traced  from  William  de 
la  Port,  a  Roman  knight  who  went  to  England  with 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  is  as  follows:  {II) 
Ralph  de  la  Port.  (Ill)  Robert  de  la  Port.  {IV ) 
Hugh  de  la  Port  married  a  daughter  of  William 
Russell.  (V)  John  Porter,  of  ^larkham,  England, 
married  a  daughter  if  2\lr.  Gardiner,  of  iiishops 
Norton,  Lincolnshire,  England.  (VI)  John  Porter. 
(VH)  Augustine  Porter,  of  Belton.  (\1II)  John 
Porter.  (IX)  William  Porter,  of  Wryhall.  (X) 
John  Porter,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  this  coun- 
try, was  born  in  1590,  and  came  to  X'ew^  England 
in  1633  with  his  wife  Rose,  and  about  1635  settled 
at  Windsor,  Conn.,  becoming  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  place.  (XI)  Samuel  Porter,  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1626.  (XII)  Samuel  Porter,  born  in  1660. 
(XIII)  Eleazer  Porter.  (XIV)  Eleazer  Porter,  born 
in  1728.  (XV)  William  Porter,  born  in  1763,  a 
merchant,  farmer  and  physician,  died  in  Hadley, 
Mass.,  about  1848.  He  married  (first)  Lois  East- 
man and  (second)  Charlotte  Williams,  and  by  his 
first  marriage  had  two  sons,  John  and  William. 
(XVI)  William  Porter  was  born  in  Hadley,  [Mass., 
Nov.  14,  1792,  and  was  graduated  from  Williams 
College  in  1813.  He  became  a  leading  attorney  of 
Lee,  Mass.,  and  was  prominent  in  public  life,  serv- 
ing in  both  Houses  of  the  State  Legislature.  He 
died  in  Lee  Feb.  11,  1S53,  and  liis  wife,  ^lary  Ann 
Ouincy,  died  Dec.  2,  1835.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren :  William,  who  has  been  a  professor  in  Beloit 
College,  Beloit,  Wis.,  for  nearly  fifty  years ;  Sam- 
uel Ouincy,  a  resident  of  Unionville,  Conn. ;  Char- 
lotte, who  died  aged  thirteen  years;  and  [Mary 
Weld,  widow  of  Franklin  Chamberlain,  sketch  of 
whom  follows. 

William  Porter  was  born  in  Lee,  ]Mass.,  Jan. 
10,  1820,  and  prepared  for  college  in  his  native 
town.  In  1839,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  graduated 
from  Williams  College,  and  being  in  delicate  health 
was  sent  on  a  sailing-vessel  to  Florida,  where  he 
remained  seven  vears.  He  studied  theology  at  the 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  in  New  York,  and  in 
1854  went  West  to  take  the  position  of  professor  of 


Latin  in  Beloit  College,  Beloit,  Wis.,  which  he  has 
since  held.  C)n  July  13,  1854,  he  married  Ellen 
Gertrude,  youngest  daugliter  of  Laertes  Chapin, 
of  Hartford,  Conn.,  a  sister  of  i'resideiu 
Aaron  L.  Chapin,  of  lieloit  College.  Tliey  liave 
children  as  follows:  (i)  \\  illiam,  Jr.,  is  mentioned 
below.  (2)  Frank  Chamberlin,  a  professor  in  Yale 
University,  married  Delia  Lyman,  and  has  two  sons, 
Lyman  and  W  illiam  Ouincy,  (3)  James  died  hi 
infancy.  (4)  [Mary  Ouincy  resides  in  Beloit,  Wis- 
consin. 

William  Porter,  Jr.^  [M.  D.,  spent  his  early 
school  days  at  Beloit,  \Vis.,  and  for  three  years  was- 
connected  with  the  paper-mill  business  at  Dalton, 
Mass.  On  graduating  from  the  Chicago  [Medical 
College,  in  18S2,  he  spent  two  years  in  study  in 
Paris  and  Menna.  In  1884  he  began  practice  in 
Hartford,  Conn.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State. 
County  and  City  [Medical  Societies,  and  visiting 
physician  at  ihe  Ilartford  Hospital.  Dr.  Porter 
married  [Mrs.  Fannie  Pease  Hall,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  [Margaret  Chapin  Porter. 

Ch.vpix.  Ellen  Gertrude  Chapin,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Porter,  Sr.,  and  mother  of  Dr.  William  Porter,, 
Jr.,  of  Hartford,  and  Prof.  Frank  C.  Porter,  of  Y'ale 
University,  New'  Haven,  was  born  [March  15,  1831, 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  the  youngest  of  ten  children. 
She  was  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  of 
Deacon  Samuel  Chapin,  who  settled  at  Springfield, 
[Mass.,  with  his  family  in  1642,  and  on  Oct.  10, 
1652,  was  appointed  one  of  the  magistrates  of  that 
town.  He  was  a  useful  and  highly  esteemed  citi- 
zen. He  died  Nov.  11,  1675,  and  his  wife,  Cecily, 
passed  away  Feb.  8,  1683. 

(II)  Jepheth  Chapin,  born  in  1642,  was  at  the 
great  fight  at  Turner's  Falls  [May  18,  1676.  On 
July  22,  1664,  he  married  Abilenah  Cooley,  wha 
died  Nov.  17,  1710,  and  on  [May  31,  17 11,  he  wedded 
Dorothy  Root,  of  Enfield,  Conn.  He  died  Feb.  30, 
1712. 

(III)  Deacon  David  Chapin  was  born  Nov.  16,. 
1682,  and  died  July  8,  1772.  On  Nov.  12,  1705,  he 
married  Sarah  Stebbins,  daughter  of  Joseph  Steb- 
bins.  She  died  Feb.  6,  1726.  His  second  wife,. 
[Mindw^ell  Holton,  died  Oct.  21,  1758.  He  was. 
first  clerk  of  Chicopee  parish,  and  one  of  the  first 
deacons  in  that  parish. 

(IV)  Deacon  Edward  Chapin,  born  Feb.  i(\ 
1724,  married  July  6,  1752,  Eunice,  daughter  of 
William  and  [Mary  Colton,  of  Longmeadow.  He 
died  Jan.  6,  1800. 

(V )  Aaron  Chapin  was  born  April  20,  1753,  and 
died  Dec.  25,  1838.  On  Sept.  ir,  1777,  he  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Zebulon  King,  of  East  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  and  his  death  occurred  Feb.  21,  1829. 
He  was  a  deacon  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
in  Hartford,  Conn.  In  early  life  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  cabinet  maker,  but  in  later  years 
was  a  watch  repairer  and  cleaner. 

(VI)  Laertes  Chapin,  father  of  Mrs.  William 
Porter,  Sr.,  was  born  Aug.  21,  1778,  in  Hartford,. 
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Conn.,  and  dicil  LVt.  30.  1847.    On  Nov.  \2,  i8ck),  i 
he  was  married  \o  Svi.-ann;i  Merrick,  daui^^htor  ot 
C.-id  Merrick,  of  Franklin,  X.  V.    Slie  died  Sept.  j 

K).  1811,  and  lie  then  married,  on  ,  18—,  Lanra  1 

L'olion,  of  ]lariford.  Conn.    Slie  died   Sept.   iS,  \ 
1854.    lie  followed  the  occujiatiun  of  cabinet  mak-  | 
inj^,  and  resided  in  Hartford  until  witliin  two  years 
of  his  death,  when  he    removed  to  East  Hartford, 
Conn.    He  was  an  honest,  industrions  man,  and  a 
faithful,  consistent  Christian. 

Fk.vxklix  Cii.A.Mi'.KRLix  (^deceased)  was  one  of 
tiie  most  prominent  lawyers  of  Hartford,  where  he 
<Jied  Sept.  10,  iSy6,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  i 
He  was  born  April  14,  182 1.  in  Dalton,  Berkshire  | 
Co.,  Mass.,  son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (,Holden)  j 
Chamberlin.    In  the  county  of  his  nativity  he  had  \ 
the  advantages  of  the  best  schools  of  that  day,  and  | 
was  ready  to  enter  college  as  a  Sophomore  when  he  | 
was  sixteen  years  old,  but  owing  to  the  moderate  i 
(Circumstances  of  his  parents  he  abandoned  the  hope  j 
of  a  college  course,  and  was  for  some  years  engaged  ! 
in  business  and  teaching.  His  mind  and  tastes  were  | 
strongly  inclined  to  law,  and  in  1S42  he  entered  i 
tlie  office  of  the  late  \\'illiam  Porter,  of  Lee,  ^Nlass.,  I 
as  a  student.    In  1S44  he  \vas  graduated  from  the  I 
Harvard  Law  School,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  j 
^Massachusetts  in  1845,  ^"d  was  at  once  invited  to  | 
a  partnership  with  ]\Ir.  Porter,  at  Lee.    From  1854 
to  i860  he  was  in  practice  at  Springfield,  ^lass. 
About   i860  he  removed  to  Hartford,  where  he  ! 
soon  established  himself  in  practice  with  Hon.  Ezra  j 
Hall,  the  partnership  continuing  until  the  death  of 
the  former  partner.    In  1874  the  firm  w^as  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  Edward  S.  White,  and  later  be-  1 
came  Chamberlin,  White  «S:  ^lills.    Hiram  R.  ]\Iills  j 
is  the  successor  of  the  firm.    In  1865  ?\Ir.  Cham-  i 
"berlin  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  House  of  { 
Representatives.  j 

On  Sept.  3,  1S45,  ^Ii"-  Chamberlin  was  married  ! 
to  ]\Iary  Weld  Porter,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Ann  (Ouincy)  Porter. 

FREDERICK  BULKELEY  EDWARDS,  a 
well-known  and  popular  druggist  of  Hartford,  is 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  Oct.  14,  1850,  in 
Wethersfield,  Hartford  county. 

Abel  Edwards,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
^tiddletown,  Conn.,  and  became  a  cooper  by  trade. 
He  inherited  a  large  fortune  from  his  father, 
Churchill  Edwards,  who  was  a  resident  of  Middle- 
lown.  Conn.,  and  whose  genealogv  appears  else- 
v/hcre.  Abel  Edwards  married  Betsey  Marsh, 
daughter  of  Capt.  John  !Marsh,  of  Rocky  Hill, 
Hartford  county. 

Walter  Edwards,  father  of  Frederick  B.,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Cromwell,  }^Iiddlesex  Co., 
Conn.,  whence  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he 
•removed  to  New  Britain,  and  there  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  joiner's  trade.  For  twelve  years  j 
Tie  traveled  throughout  the  Southern  States,  but  the  j 
greater  part  of  his  business  life  was  passed  in 


Hartford.  After  retiring  from  active  life  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  town  of  Wethers- 
field, dying  there  ^lay  30.  1874,  and  his  remains 
were  iiUerred  in  Cedar  Hill  cemetery. 

In  1843  Walter  Edwards  was  married,  in  Wc  h- 
ersfield,  to  Jane  Bulkeley.  daughter  of  Fredei  ': 
and  Nancy  (_  Riley j  Bulkeley,  tlie  latter  of  whom 
was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Riley,  who  com- 
manded a  company  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
To  this  union  were  born  children  as  follows:  Fan- 
nie, born  in  Springfield,  ]vlass.,  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years  ;  Elizabeth,  born  in  Hartford,  married 
Edward  M.  Francis,  and  had  two  children.  Evert 
]M.  and  Bernice ;  Frederick  Bulkeley,  our  subject, 
comes  next ;  and  Frank,  a  farmer,  died  in  the  town 
of  Cromwell,  Middlesex  county.  The  mother  of 
this  family  died  in  Cromwell  in  1891. 

Frederick  B.  Edwards,  the  subject  proper  of 
these'  lines,  received  his  earlier  education  at  the 
schools  in  Wethersfield,  later  attending  the  Hart- 
ford Public  High  School,  from  which  institution 
he  graduated  in  1867.  Ai  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  began  clerking  for  S.  G.  ]\Ioses  &  Co., 
later  Stephen  Goodrich  &  Co.,  druggists  (1S67-71), 
and  for  two  years  (1872-73)  he  was  with  Williams 
&:  House.  On  Nov.  i,  1873,  he  began  business  as 
druggist  on  Farmington  avenue,  Hartford,  buying 
out  the  store  of  \\"illiams  &  House,  and  has  since 
continued  an  ever-increasing  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness. 

iMr.  Edwards  has  been  twice  married,  first  time 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1S82,  to  Nellie  L.  Dunbar 
Granger,  a  native  of  Suffield,  Conn.,  who  died  three 
years  after  marriage.  For  his  second  wife  he 
wedded,  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1SS6,  x\gnes  Van 
Ness  Mandeville,  who  descended  from  Holland- 
Dutch  ancestry,  of  New  Jersey.  One  child,  Fred- 
erick B.,  Jr.,  was  born  to  this  union  Sept.  30,  1887. 

I\Ir.  Edwards  in  social  relationship  is  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution ;  of  the 
F.  &  A.  .M.,  St.  John's  Lodge  (since  1S78)  ;  of 
the  State  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association ;  and  at  one 
time  he  was  identified  with  the  old  Governor's  Foot 
Guard.  He  is  popular  and  well  liked,  and  enjoys 
the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

ELI  GOODRICH  (deceased)  w^as  a  son  of 
Goushay  Goodrich,  who  was  born  in  Rocky  Flill 
July  21,  1775,  and  died  Apil  11.  1839.  The  latter 
married  ]\Iary  Bulkley,  wkio  was  born  Feb.  28, 
1777,  and  died  Jan.  23,  1859,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children:  Walter  B.,  born  ]\Iay  19, 
1802,  died  Aug.  3.  1869;  Olive  was  born  Nov.  4, 
1S03  :  George  N..  b-orn  Feb.  2.  1806,  died  May  16, 
1833:  Martha  E.,  Ixirn  in  October.  1808,  died  April 
30,  1851  ;  Eli  was  fifth  in  the  family;  Jerusha,  born 
April  21.  1S14,  died  Nov.  3,  1873:  and  Solomon, 
born  June  16,  1818,  died  Dec.  i.  1S34. 

Eli  Goodrich  was  born  upon  his  father's  farm  in 
Rocky  Hill  Feb.  2,  1811,  and  prssed  his  early  boy- 
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hood  there.  While  yet  a  mere  lad  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  the  shoemaker's,  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
for  many  years.  Reiuruing-  to  the  farm  upon  which 
he  had  been  b.-rn,  lie  hei^an  the  lite  of  a  farmer,  at 
the  same  time  conducting'  a  shoemaker's  shop  in 
connection  therewilii,  and  continued  thus  until 
1873.  when  he  gave  up  active  business  and  removed 
to  the  liome  which  he  occupied  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  May  24,  1S82,  and  where  his  widow  still 
lives.  He  was  a  Republican  in  poliiics,  and  in  re- 
ligious faith  a  Congrcgaiionalist,  both  himself  and 
his  wife  being-  members  of  the  church  of  that  de- 
nomination at  Rocky  Hill. 

Mr.  Goodricli's  success  in  life  may  be  said  to 
have  been  due  entirely  to  his  own  unaided  ettorts. 
Obliged  to  work  while  a  mere  boy  of  tender  years, 
he  exhibited  a  determination,  courage  and  perse- 
verance which  characterized  him  through  life.  He 
was  self-educated  and  wholly  self-made,  yet  such 
j  was  the  force  of  character  which  he  possessed  that 
he  not  only  surmounted  the  obstacles  in  his  path, 
but  gained  the  hearty  respect  of  his  neighbors  and 
fellow  townsmen. 

Mr.  Goodrich  w  as  married  Oct.  9,  1839.  to 
IMiss  Emeline  E.  Butler,  daughter  of  William  Sage 
j  Butler,  of  Rocky  Hill,  and  to  this  marriage  were 
born  two  children,  the  elder  of  whom,  Mary  B.,  is 
new  Mrs.  Walter  Goodrich,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
has  two  children,  Clarence  and  Grace  Susan  is 
the  widow  of  Daniel  B.  Lord,  a  Congregational  min- 
ister, of  West  Hartford,  who  left  five  children,  3. lay 
B.,  Bertha  E.,  Arthur  G.,  Grace  and  Ruth  \'. 

\\'illiam  S.  Butler  was  one  of  a  family  of  four 
•  children,  Horace,  Merritt,   Anna  and  \\'illiam  S. 

The  parents  dying  when  they  were  quite  young, 
:  they  were   reared   by  their   grandmother  Butler. 
William  S.  became  a  sea-faring  man,  following  that 
mode  of  life  for  many  years,  and  finally  losing  his 
:   life  by  the  sinking  of  a  sailing-vessel,  while  on  his 
1  passage  to  the  West  Indies.    He  married  ^.lary  Ed- 
t  wards,  a  native  of  Rocky  Elill  town,  who  bore  her 
I  husband  two  children,  'Sirs.  Goodricli  being  the 
elder;  William  S.  died  in  1879.    ^Irs.  Butler  died 
April  6,  1S93,  at  the  extraordinary  age  of  ninety- 
j  four  years.    'Mrs.  Goodrich  herself  is  an  octogena- 
rian,, having  been  born  March  14,  1819,  in  Rocky 
Hill.    She  bears  her  years,  however,  ligh.tly,  and 
'  seems  to  have  inherited  the  longevity  which  was  so 
marked  in  the  case  of  her  mother. 

GEORGE  NEVERS.  the  efficient  and  popular 
clerk  of  the  board  of  street  commissioners  of  Hart- 
ford, was  born  Jan.  4,  1839,  in  Bufifalo,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  descended  from  an  excellent  family  of  Xew  Eng- 
land stock. 

Roderick  Nevers,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
April  30,  1808,  in  Springfield,  ]\Iass.,  and  was 
reared  at  Long  ]\Ieadow,  !NIass.,  at  the  home  of  a 
farmer  named  Colton.  He  became  a  plate  printer 
by  trade,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  Buffalo, 
but  in  1842  he  returned  to  Springfield,  and  later 


j  settled  in  Hartford,  this  county,  engaging  in  busi- 
n.ess  on  his  own  account.    He  formed  a  partnership, 

i  the  firm  being  known  as  Case  <S;  .severs,  and  con- 
tinued in  busmess  until  1884,  first  on  State  street,, 
then  on  Central  Row,  and  afterward  in  the  Case, 
Loekwood  ^:  Brainard  Co.  building.  As  a  busi- 
ness man  and  citizen  he  was  highly  respected,  while 
for  many  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
Aug.  17,  1888,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Center 
Congregational  Church.  His  wife,  ^Melissa  Sykes, 
who  died  Sept.  23,  1897,  aged  eighty-five  years, 
was  born  in  Hartford  -Ipril  7,  1812,  daughter  of 
John  and  Lovisa  Liswell  Sykes.  They  had  six 
children:  iidward ;  George;  Anna  Melissa,  who 
married  Joel  R.  Holcomb ;  Sarah  Jane  (deceased), 
who  married  Edgar  G.  Whittlesey,  of  Hartford;. 
Roderick,  Jr.;  and  Ella,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years. 

j       Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the 
South  district  of  Hartford,  and  in  the  high  school, 
where  he  attended  two  years.    Wnen  nearly  fifteen 
years  old  he  entered  a  freight  office  at  New  Haven, 
as  clerk,  and  a  year  later  he  took  a  similar  posi- 
tion in  the  general  freight  ofl'ice  of  the  Hartford  & 
New  Haven  railroad  at  Hartford.   In  1864  he  be- 
came a  bookkeeper  in  the  office  of  the  Charter  Oak 
■  Insurance  Co.,  and  in  186S  its  secretary,  remaining 
I  until  1872,  the  year  after  the  Chicago  fire,  the  com- 
j  pany  being  then  dissolved.  After  spending  a  short 
time  as  clerk  in  the  Atlas  Insurance  Co.'s  office  he 
:  was  employed  as  chief  clerk  in  the  agency  office  of 
i  the  Scottish  L'nion  and  Lion  Eire  Insurance  Cos.  for 
some  years,  but  in  1886  he  was  elected  to  his  pres- 
ent position,  as  clerk  of  the  board  of  street  com- 
missioners, succeeding  George  Ellis.     The  duties 
of  the  office  liave  nearly  doubled  during  liis  term, 
:  requiring  much  ability  in  the  organization  of  de- 
!  tails,  and  he  is  regarded  as  a  most  valuable  man  for 
i  the  place.     Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  lie 
takes  no  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  party.  He 
attends  the  Center  Congregational  Church,  and  is 
a  member  of  various  fraternal  societies,  including" 
the  E.  &  A.  M.,  Hartford  Lodge,  No.  88,  at  Han- 
ford  ;  Pythagoras  Chapter ;  Wolcott  Council :  Wash- 
ington Commandery ;  Connecticut  Sovereign  Con- 
sistory, S.  P.  R.  S.,  32d  degree;  and  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Sphinx  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.. 
i  of  Hartford.   'He  is  also  a  member  of  Hartford 
Lodge,  No.  19,  B.  P.  O.  E. 

In  1865  'Sir.  Nevers  married  Miss  Julia  S.  Hus- 
i  mer,  daughter  of  John  B.  Hosmer,  a  well-known 
i  resident  of  Willimantic.  She  died  April  24.  1897, 
[  leaving  two  children:  Jessie  I.,  who  married  Hu- 
j  bert  D.  Tracy,  of  Hartford,  a  bookkeeper  in  tb.e 
j  office  of  the  ^Htna  Life  Insurance  Co.'s  office:  and 
I  Hattie  H.,  wife  of  Elisha  LTart  Pember,  of  the 
;  same  city,  now  employed  as  a  hardware  salesman. 

j       JOHN  ALLEN,  one  of  the  progressive  and 
public-spirited  citizens  of  Hartford,  was  born  l\b. 
I  6,  1831,  in  New  York  City,  son  of  Joshua  and 
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Nancy  Allui.    lie  conies  of  ,i;;ooJ  Scottish 

ancestry,  his  family  b.avin^-  been  prominent  in  the 
noii^hbvirlKHHl  of  LiMulonderry,  Connt\'  Donegal,  he- 
laiuh  for  several  i;enerations.  Ixobert  Ailen.  onr 
snhject's  i;r.uulfatiier.  was  a  leading-  citizen  there, 
and  carried  on  larniinL;-  un  an  extensive  scale,  beiiiL;- 
one  of  the  principal  landholders  of  the  district. 
His  wife,  Margaret  Rnssell,  who  lived  to  the  age 
of  ninety-two  years,  is  said  to  have  been  connected 
with  the  family  of  Lord  John  Rnssell. 

Joshua  Allen,  father  oi  onr  subject,  was  born 
in  Ireland  in  1787,  and,  as  the  eldest  son,  inherited 
tlie  homestead  under  the  law  of  primogeniture. 
After  the  death  of  his  Inv^t  wife,  wlw  left  no  chil- 
dren, he  disposed  of  the  estate,  and  in  1825  came 
to  America,  locating  first  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  married  ^tiss  Xancv  Ivnox.  a  descendant  of 
John  Kno.x,  the  reformer.  Wishing  to  resume 
farming  as  an  occupation,  he  came  to  Hartford  in 
1832  and  rented  a  large  farm  on  what  is  now  known 
as  Lord's  Hill,  and  a  year  or  two  afterward  bought 
a  large  farm  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city,  west 
of  Washington  street,  a  large  part  of  which  locality 
is  now  covered  with  residences.  }vlr.  Allen  gave 
close  attention  to  bitsiness,  and  his  mental  and 
moral  qualities  commanded  the  respect  of  the  com- 
niunitv.  He  held  strong  views  on  the  subject  of 
temperance,  refusing  to  keep  in  his  employ  any  one 
who  used  intoxicating  liquors,  and  politically  he 
was  a  stanch  Republican.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a  Presbyterian  (Covenanter),  and  for  many  years 
a  member  of  the  Center  Church  of  Hartford.  He 
died  in  1S68,  aged  eighty-one  years.  His  first  wife, 
Margaret  Scott,  died  a  few  months  after  their  mar- 
riage. His  second  wife,  Nancy  Knox,  died  in 
1868.  They  had  five  children:  Samuel;  John; 
Robert,  who  died  wdien  seven  years  of  age;  I\Iary, 
wife  of  John  Hunter ;  and  Nancy,  who  married  in 
i860  and  died  in  1S95. 

The  Knox  family  is  from  Strabane,  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  of  excellent  stock.  Samuel 
Knox,  father  of  ^Irs.  Nancy  (Knox)  Allen,  made 
his  home  with  her,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-six  years.  He  had  two  brothers  who 
came  to  this  country  early  in  the  century,  and  one 
settled  in  Tennessee,  and  it  is  believed  founded 
the  city  of  Knoxville.  The  other  was  named  Will- 
iam, and  it  is  probable  that  he  was  the  Lieut.  Will- 
iam Knox  wdio  is  interred  in  the  old  cemetery  in 
the  rear  of  Center  church. 

During  his  boyhood  our  subject  attended  the 
common  schools  of  Hartford,  and  at  an  early  age 
he  became  associated  with  his  fatlier  in  business. 
As  the  citv  developed,  and  the  farm  became  of 
value  for  building  purposes,  he  opened  up  a  num- 
ber of  streets,  and  for  some  time  his  attention  has 
been  devoted  to  real  estate.  He  was  interested  in 
having  Trinitv  College  removed  from  Bushnell 
Park,  and  gave  $5,000  toward  the  building  at  the 
present  location,  near  his  home.  His  influence  is 
a  helpful  factor  in  many  enterprises.    He  has  been 


trustee  of  the  H.-irlford  Theological  Scminarv  for 
I  (_>ver  tifteen  years;  was  chairman  of  the  executive 
I  committee  when  the  Ca--e  Memorial  Library  was 
built;  and  in    189!)  was  -elected  treasurer  of  the 
I  seminary,     roliticaily  he  is  a  Repul)lican,  and  'he 
i  has  served  several  years  in  the  common  council, 
also   as   police   commissioner  and  water  commis- 
sioner, and  in  other  local  offices.    In  religious  con- 
nection he  is  a  member  of  Center  Church,  and  has 
held  office  as  deacon  and  member  of  the  society 
committee  for  some  vears. 

In  i860  Mr.  Allen  married  r'vliss  Mary  Bonner, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Bonner,  also  of  Scottish  an- 
j  cestry,  and  they  have  had  four  chiUlren:  Mary 
Bonner  and  Isabella  Jane  died  in  infancy.  Joshua 
Wilson,  born  in  i8''>4,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, class  of  "88.  In  1891  he  married  Lucy  Mather 
Brace,  daughter  of  Thomas  K.  Brace,  of  Hartford, 
and  they  had  three  children,  Russell,  Jidia  Brace 
and  I'ranklin.  He  was  elected  trustee  of  the  Hart- 
ford Theological  Seminary  in  1896.  and  was  as- 
sistant treasurer  of  the  institution  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1897.  Alice  ^largaret  was  married,  in 
1895,  to  I.  K.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  Trinity 
College,  class  of  '94,  formerly  of  Chicago,  but 
now  of  Marinette,  Wisconsin. 

J.  SCRUGHA^I  OUIN,  fanfiliarly  known 
among  his  hosts  of  friends  and  acquaintances  as 
"The  ^lan  with  a  Signature,"  and  as  "The  Light- 
ning Ticket  Seller,"  is  one  of  the  best  knowm  figures 
in  Hartford,  of  which  fair  city  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent for  upward  of  a  third  of  a  century,  intimately 
associated  with  railwav  travel. 

Mr.  Ouin  is  a  native  of  New  York  City,  born 
Oct.  24,  1838,  a  son  of  Dr.  James  INI.  Quin,  a  dis- 
tinguished physician,  also  of  New  York  nativity, 
born  in  1806,  in  a  house  on  the  corner  of  Barclay 
and  Church  streets.  He  was  a  student  of  Colum- 
bia College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  all 
the  honors,  after  a  contest  with  some  of  the  most 
brilliant  minds  of  the  day.  He  was  afterward  pro- 
fessor of  Latin  and  Greek  at  the  college,  and  was 
pronounced  by  the  late  Dr.  Anthon  as  second  only 
to  himself  in  the  knowledge  of  those  languages. 
Subsequently  he  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Hosack, 
but  after  practicing  Allopathy  for  several  years  he 
became  a  convert  to  the  doctrines  of  Hahnemann. 
The  desire  to  thoroughly  master  the  principles  of 
Homeopathy  led  him  to  the  stuily  of  tjerman,  and 
subsequently  of  the  French  language,  in  both  of 
which  he  became  singularl}-  proficient.  His  career 
was  closely  associated  with  the  development  of  one 
great  science,  Homeopathy,  and  of  the  kindred  arts 
of  music  and  painting. 
I  As  a  physician  Dr.  Quin  had  a  widespread  pop- 
[  ularity,  based  upon  success  resulting  from  profound 
knowledge ;  his  specialties,  being  those  of  the  throat 
and  chest,  necessarilv  brought  him  in  contact  with 
many  of  the  eminent  vocal  artists  of  the  day,  and 
as  he  could  discourse  fluently,  not  only  in  the  pre- 
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vioii.-ly  nuntiiUKd  lani;iia_i;os,  but  also  in  Italian  and 
>['aiu>Ii,  ins  onicc.  at  tiuKs,  was  a  sore  oi  pol\\<;iot 
ni-titiitc.  of  wiiioh  lu-  was  the  prc>tcssor.  He  was 
Ir-.-.x-Ii  an  accoinf.l.sl'cil  nuisician.  and  a  good 
aniatmr  ivn\innor  on  the  violin.  Mozart's  Requiem 
was  lirst  portornuxl  in  liiis  eouiUry  at  the  old  house 
in  I'.aro'.ay  >ireei.  and  it  is  generally  believed  that 
tlie  violin  (juartettes  of  lia\iln.  iNIozan  and 
I'.eetliovcn  were  playe^l  first  in  America  by  himself 
and  his  friends.  His  library  of  instrumental  classics 
comprised  nearly  all  the  choice  work  extant.  He 
was  an  acute  critic  of  music  and  painting,  and  was 
a  :^encrous  and  judicious  patron  of  both.  He  was 
of  a  quick,  genial  and  liberal  nature:  in  his  pro- 
fession rapid,  discerning  and  decided,  he  rarely 
failed  of  success. 

About  1835  Dr.  Tames  ^I.  Ouin  was  married  to 
Sarah  Scrugham.  w  ho  was  born  in  Windsor,  \'t., 
of  English  ancestry,  and  was  the  eldest  daughter  of 
William  Waburton  and  Eleanor  (  Burnett)  Scrug- 
ham. Her  father  was  born  in  Dublin,  and  educated 
at  Trinity  College,  that  city.    He  desceniled  from 
Bishop  \Villiam  Waburton,  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land.   Mrs.  Ouin's  mother,  Eleanor  Burnet,  was  an 
Englishwoman,  a  descendant  of  Bishop  Burnet. 
Soon  after  their  marriage  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Scrugham 
came  to  America,  and  after  three  vears  of  travel 
located,  in  1812,  in  Xew  York,  where  he  was  for 
nianv  years  a  merchant  on  Front  street.    Thev  were 
attendants  of  St.  Paul  s  Church.    Of  the  children 
born  to  Dr.  Ouin,  the  gentleman  whose  name  in-  \ 
troduces  this  article  was  the  only  one  to  reach  I 
maturity.    Dr.  Ouin  died  in  1S68,  at  his  country  | 
residence,  Morrisania,  X.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-  | 
two  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Sept.  2,  1S8S, 
aged  seventy-seven. 

"By  the  death  of  Dr.  Ouin  science  lost  a  shin- 
ing light  and  art  a  true,  kind  and  admiring  dis- 
ciple, while  the  followers  of  art  lost  a  friend  whose 
heart  was  ever  open  to  sympathy,  and  whose  purse  • 
^vas  never  closed  in  the  hour  of  need.    His  death 
caused  unfeigned  sorrow  among  a  wide  and  varied  \ 
circle,  for  few  men  had  so  many  warm  friends." 
The  funeral  services  at  St.  Stephen's  church,  in  i 
New  York,  were  magnificently  performed,  and  a  i 
vast  number  of  the  eminent  of  all  professions  as-  | 
sem.bled  to  do  honor  to  the  occasion.    The  cere-  | 
mon.ies  were  under  the  direction  of  Max  Maretzek  | 
( the  Doctor  having  been  the  latter's  physician  and  i 
confidential  friend  > ,  and  included  the  services  of  : 
all  tlie  stars  of  the  Italian  opera  troupe,  who  sang  | 
the  reijuiem  mass,  antl  Rossini's  ""Stabat  Mater."  ; 
The  late  George  W.  ?vIorgan,  the  eminent  organist,  j 
played  a  portion  of  the  service.  I 

J.  Scrugham  Quin  in  early  life  moved  from  1 
Xew  York  to  Springfield,  iMass!,  where  he  received  | 
his  education,  being-  a  schoolmate  of  Hon.  W  illiam  | 
C.  Whitney,  ex-secretarv  of  the  United  States  Xavy, 
and  there  for  upward  of  fifteen  years  he  made  his 
home.     For  a  time  he  was  bookkeeper  for  the 
Springfield  Arms  Co.    In  1863  he  removed  to  Wil-  I 


[  mington,  Del.,  where  he  secured  a  clerkship  in  the 
;  mechanical  department  of  the  riiiladelphia.  Wil- 
mington tK:  ] Baltimore  railroad.  After  a  few  months 
he  returned  to  Springfield,  to  accept  a  position  in 
:  the  revolver  department  of  the  American  Machine 
'•  \\  orks,  where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  th.e 
I  Civil  war,  and  the  completion  of  the  government 
!-  contract. 

On  June  5,  1S65,  Mr.  Ouin  entered  the  service 
;  of  the  "Consolidated''  road,  then  kui^wn  as  the 
Xew  Haven,  Hartford  &  Springfield  railroad,  run- 
!  ning  only  between  those  points,  his  first  position 
being  as  timekeeper  and  rodman  at  the  erection  of 
j  the  iron  bridge  over  the  Connecticut  river  at  Ware- 
I  house  Point,  under  the  direction  of  James  Laurie, 
j  C.  hi,  who  had  constructed  the  bridge  in  England, 
I  and  shipped  it  to  this  countiv  in  sections.  Upon 
j  the  completion  of  this  work,  in  ]\Iarch,  1S66,  Mr. 
j  Quin  was  transferred  to  the  othce  of  the  motive 
power  department,  in  Hartford,  as  timekeeper  and 
!  accountant.    He  was  subsequently  appointed  assist- 
i  ant  in  the  ticket  office,  attending  the  early  morning 
trains,  and  at  the  same  time  keeping  up  his  work 
in  the  mechanical  department.    At  this  time  he  was 
working  eighteen  hours  a  day  and  enjoying  it,  and 
for  several  years  thereafter  his  hours  were  from 
7  p.  M.  to  6:30  A.  M.    In  July,  1882,  W.  A.  Baker 
retired  from  the  position  of  ticket  agent,  and  ]Mr. 
Ouin  was  appointed  to  succeed  him.    He  is  now 
the  fourth  oldest  employed  on  the  X'ew  York,  N'ew* 
Haven  &  Hartford  railroad,  has  seen  its  business 
increase  from  four  trains  a  day  to  over  fifty,  and 
has  now  three  assistants  in  his  office. 

From  this  long  railroad  service  Mr.  Ouin  has 
an  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  traveling  pub- 
lic. In  vears  past  he  justly  acnieved  fame  as  th.e 
most  rapid  ticket  seller  "east  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains," and  the  sobriquet  "The  Lightning  Ticket  Sel- 
ler" was  given  to  him  by  "Tom"  Reed,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  one  of  his  (Reed's)  visits  to  Hartford. 
Tlie  name  applied,  and  has  stuck.  ]Mr.  Ouin's 
greatest  record  in  the  line  of  rapid  ticket  selling- 
was  on  Labor  Day,  1890,  when  he  sold  3.800  tickets 
in  one  hour's  time.  The  bits  of  pastboard  made 
a  pile  eight  feet  high,  and  he  passed  out  the  tickets 
at  the  rate  of  over  sixty  a  minute. 

Mr.  Ouin  has  found  time  in  his  busy  life  to 
obtain  recreation  of  the  most  pleasant  kind.  He 
has  always  had  a  fondness  for  newspaper  work, 
and  for  seventeen  years  was  correspondent  of  the 
"Xew  York  Dramatic  Xews."  For  several  years 
he  was  the  Hartford  correspondent  of  the  "Spring- 
field Homestead,''  when  that  paper  was  under  the 
management  of  the  late  Edward  H.  Phelps.  Mr. 
Phelps  and  Mr.  Quin  were  lifelong  friends,  be- 
ginning back  in  the  'sixties,  when  Mr.  Phelps  was 
an  organist  in  Springfield,  and  Mr.  Ouin  was  a 
student  on  the  cornet.  In  music  Mr.  Quin  has 
found  great  pleasure.  He  formerly  othciated  to  a 
limited  extent  as  organist  in  church  service.  He 
has   published  an  original  Te  Dcum,  and  several 
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s  i.l^s  whicli  luivc  met  with  favor.  lie  is  an  en- 
tl)i)s:A>t  in  It.i.ss  Iiainl  work,  being  an  honorary 
nicnilKT  t'l  C't'll"s  band,  and  he  cnjt)ys  the  ae(juaint- 
anec  I't  inanv  «'t  liic  ianions  chrectors  and  musical 
IK.-.>}>lc  uiu)  liave  attained  sticcess.  "The  DarHng 
!  I.avf  I."-t"  and  "T-'lossie's  Lullaby"  are  two  of  his 
iii^.s  wliieli  li  i\e  Ijeen  much  complimented. 
Mr.  <JuMi  has  been  a  member  of  the  ]".  &  A. 
M.  .since  iS')*).  li.iNuig  been  initiated  in  Hartford 
L<>d.i;e,  No.  NS,  and  he  is  now  a  thirty-sccond- 
de;.;ree  .Ma^in;  is  atliliated  with  W'olcott  Council, 
No.  I  ;  with  I'Ntha^oras  Cha[)ter,  Xo.  17;  and  with 
\\'n^)iiimi< 'U  ( -mm.indery.  Xo.  I,  the  oldest  com- 
niandery  m  uie  L  nueii  :5tates.  In  neaii)  all  the 
Masonic  bnlies  with  which  he  has  been  connected 
lie  has  filled  the  i)osition  of  organist.  ^Nlr.  Ouin 
is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  of  the  K. 
of  P.,  and  of  the  I'ress  Club,  of  Hartford,  of 
which  he  was  a  charter  meml>er  and  th.e  first  treas- 
urer.   In  ix-'liiics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

In  Springfield.  Mass.,  Oct.  23,  1S62,  J.  Scrug- 
ham  Ouin  was  united  in  marriage  with  Jane  Eliz- 
abeth Pierce,  daughter  of  Klisha  and  Hannah 
(Sherman)  Pierce,  of  that  city,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  steel  forger  by  occupation.  Three  children 
have  come  to  this  union :  Sadie  S.  De  ^^'itt,  C. 
P.  and  Louis  C,  the  two  latter  being  in  the  service 
of  the  L'nited  States  (iovcrnment  at  Washington, 
D.  C. 

EVERETT  HORTOX,  a  well-known  manu- 
facturer of  Bristol,  is  a  native  of  the  town,  born 
Jan.  14,  1S36,  of  good  old  New  England  ancestry. 

Samuel  Horton.  father  of  our  subject,  born  in 
1810,  died  Jan.  12.  1842,  of  typhoid  fever.  He 
was  a  clockmaker,  and  for  several  vears  worked 
for  Chauncev  Jerome,  with  whom  he  learned  his 
trade.  He  was  a  stanch  Democrat  to  the  last.  He 
married  Patty  Gaylord.  born  Oct.  2,  1S05,  daugh- 
ter of  Lot  Gaylord,  and  their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: (i)  Algernon,  born  in  1834,  died  in  F"eb- 
ruary,  1898,  in  California,  whither  he  had  gone 
in  1852,  and  followed  mining  for  a  time,  later 
engaging  in  the  wool  and  hide  business,  and  still 
later  becoming  a  butclicr.  (2)  Everett  and  (3) 
Eveline  (twins),  born  Jan.  14,  1836,  are  both  liv- 
ing in  Bristol.  (4)  Harriet,  born  in  1838,  is  the 
wife  of  Alonzo  Rood,  of  Bristol.  The  mother  of 
this  family,  now  aged  ninety-four,  makes  her  home 
with  our  subject. 

Everett  Horton.  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
in  his  early  bovhood  attended  the  West  Street  dis- 
trict school  in  Bristol,  leaving  same  when  ten  years 
old  to  enter  Edward  L.  Dunbar's  factory,  where 
he  worked  till  the  age  of  fourteen,  during  sum- 
mers, attending  school  winters.  He  then  for  one 
season  studied  at  the  Winstcd  (Litchfield  county) 
high  school,  and,  returning  to  Bristol,  for  the  next 
ten  or  twelve  vears  was  engaged  in  making  clock 
trimmings,  pendulum  balls,  etc.,  in  Edward  L.  Dun- 


bar's factory,  and  when  they  commenced  in  the 
crinoline  business  he  built  the  looms  for  the  factory. 
His  next  position  was  wiili  Landers,  I'rary  &  Clark, 
of  Xew  Britain,  on  machine  work  for  some  twelve 
months.  In  the  meantime,  in  iS^'^,  he  went  by  way 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to  California,  where 
he  had  a  claim  given  him  by  his  brother.  Return- 
ing ic)  Connecticut,  he  went  to  work  in  X'ew  Brit- 
ain for  Landers,  Prary  tS:  Clark.  After  this  he 
was  foreman  of  the  machine  room  for  seven  years 
in  the  factory  of  S.  Emerson  Root.  In  1870  he 
built  a  factory  on  Oak  street,  where  he  made  all 
kinds  of  small  machinery,  esiiecially  clock  ma- 
cluii^iy,  as  well  as  dies,  punches,  etc.,  whicli  he 
shipped  to  various  parts  of  the  country.  In  1880 
he  sold  all  his  tools  and  commenced  work  for  the 
Xew  Haven  Clock  Co.,  Xew  Plaven,  as  foreman  of 
the  machine  department,  holding  that  position  some 
five  years,  during  which  he  took  out  as  many  as 
twenty  patents  for  them.  Once  more  taking  up  his 
residence  in  Bristol,  he  re-opened  his  small  machine 
shop,  and  has  since  verv  successfully  conducted 
same.  In  1SS7  he  invented  the  famous  "Bristol- 
fishing  rod,"  which  he  patented  in  the  Lniited 
States  and  Canada,  and  which  he  manufactured 
for  three  years,  in  1S88  selling  out  to  the  Horton 
]Mfg.  Co.,  of  Bristol,  to-day  one  of  the  leading 
industries  of  the  town.  This  rod  is  made  of  fine 
steel,  jointed,  and  in  many  sizes. 

Air.  Horton  was  united  in  marriage  with  Al- 
mira  C.  Atwater,  daughter  of  George  Atwater.  of 
Bristol.  Their  children  are  Frederick  and  Bertha. 
Frederick  is  employed  in  the  Xew  Departure  Bell 
Co.'s  works  in  Bristol ;  he  married  Anna  Cady,  of 
Brookfield,  }*Io.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Louise. 
Bertha  married  Frank  S.  Judd,  of  Bristol;  their 
children  are  Herbert,  Frederick  and  Plarold.  Mr. 
and  ]Mrs.  Everett  Horton  have  a  comfortable  resi- 
dence on  Oak  street,  near  his  factory. 

Our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  but  is  too  busy  a 
man  to  take  much  active  interest  in  politics,  yet 
he  always  does  his  part  toward  the  promotion  of 
enterprises  for  the  social,  educational  and  moral 
welfare  of  the  community. 

XORRIS  PECK  DUXPIAAI.  one  of  the  few  oc- 
togenarians of  Berlin,  and  an  honored  and  highly- 
esteemed  citizen  of  that  town,  is  now  retired  from 
the  labors  of  a  long  and  active  life,  and  is  spending 
liis  declining  ('avs  in  the  midst  of  ease  and  plenty 
in  the  house  where  he  was  born  June  25.  18 19,  it 
being  built  by  his  father  the  year  previous. 

Barnabus  Dunham,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Berlin,  and  died  when  our 
subject  was  about  six  years  old.  The  father,  Will- 
iam Dunham,  was  also  a  lifelong  resident  of  Berlin, 
born  near  the  Norton  homestead,  in  Kensington. 
He  was  a  very  hard-wi  irking  man.  and  accunuilated 
considerable  properly.  He  died  when  our  subject 
was  six  years  of  age.    He  married  Miss  Xancy 
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Tcck.  daui;htcr  of  Amos  IVck.  and  to  thcni  were 
liurii  >ix  cliililrcii,  Norris  1\  being  the  only  one  now- 
living.  ! 

Uur  snbjeet  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and 
obtained  lii>  edueation  in  the  common  schools  of  - 
Ikrlin  and   the   J'>erHn  Academy.    After  leaving 
schoe)l  he  tlevoted  his  time  and  attention  to  tlie  work 
of  tlio  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  took  entire 
charge  of  the  pUice,  as  liis  two  brothers  had  gone  ^ 
South,  where  they  owned  and  carried  on  a  general 
store  and  plantation.    He  still  owns  the  old  home- 
stead, and  has  about  Joo  acres  of  land,  under  a  high  I 
state  of  cultivation,  all  of  which  he  now  rents  to  j 
other  parties,  who  operate  it.    A  thorough  and  sys- 
tematic farmer,  he  met  witli  success  in  his  labors,  j 
and  is  to-dav  ime  nf  the  most  substantial  and  pros-  I 
perous  citizens  of  his  community,  as  well  as  one  of  ' 
its  most  highlv  respected  residents.  Like  his  father, 
he  has  ever  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic part}-,  but  has  never  cared  for  the  honors  or 
cmohmients  of  public  ottice.    The  good  condition 
of  the  roads  of  I'-erlin  is  due  practically  to  his  ener-  j 
gies,  and  as  a  public-spirited  citizen  he  gives  his  i 
support  lo  every  enterprise  for  the  public  good.  He  i 
attend.s  the  Congregational  Church,  and  contributes  i 
to  its  support.    Mr.  Dunham  is  unmarried.  j 

HORATIO   C.  AXD  A^^IERICUS  J.  CLAY-  j 

TOX,  constituting  the  well-known  firm  of  Clayton  i 
Uros.,  Bristol,  are  able  and  successful  business  men 

and  have  been  prominently  identified  with  the  hard-  , 

ware  trade  for  many  years.  ! 

Horatio  C.  was  born  Feb.  ii,  1851,  at  Cheap-  ; 
side,  near  Greenfield,  Alass.,  and  Americus  J.  was  | 
born  at  Conway,  Alass.,  Nov.  3,  1852.    They  were 
sons  of  the  late  William  Clayton  and  his  wife,  \ 
Mary  (Turner).    William  Clayton,  who  was  one  \ 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Bristol  in  his  day,  was 
born  April  19,  1820,  in  Sheffield,  England,  where 
in  boyhood  he  learned  the  details  of  cutlery  manu- 
facturing.   In  1850  he  came  to  America  and  settled  i 
in  Conway,  ^Nlass.,  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  ! 
cutlery  with  John  Russell  &  Co..  with  whom  he  { 
remained   seventeen  vears.    He  then  removed   to  | 
Bristol  and  established  a  cutlery  factory  which  did  j 
rot  prove  successful,  but  afterward,  in  company  j 
with  his  sons  \Mlliani,  Jr.,  Lloratio  C,  Americus 
J.  and  Francis  T.  he  founded  the  present  hard-  1 
ware  manufacturing  business  on  L'nion  Hill  under  ! 
the  firm  name  of  William  Clayton  &  Sons.    Since  j 
the  death  of  Mr.  Clayton,  in  1883,  the  business  has  I 
been  continue!  under  the  name  of  Clayton  Brothers,  i 
William  Clayton  and  his  wife  had  fourteen  chil-  | 
dren.  five  of  whom  died  in  infancy — two  in  Eng- 
land and  three  in  America,     (i)  William  died  in  | 
1884,  leaving  a  widow  and  one  daugjiter.  Hattie. 
wife  of  John  Ryan,  of  Bristol.     (2)  Sarah  mar- 
ried William  Reynolds  (an  apothecary  at  Forest- 
ville),  and  resides  at  Bristol;  they  have  one  child  1 
living.    (3)  Henry  married  Fanny  E.  Peck,  and  has  | 
had   seven   children,   one   being   deceased.      (4)  ' 
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Horatio  C.  married  Mrs.  Matilda  Iltbcs.  widow  of 
Lleorge  lbl)e^.  of  Xew  Jersey.  (5)  Americus  mar- 
ried (first)  Amy  Holt,  who  dietl  March  23.  18S7, 
without  issue.  V>\  his  second  wife,  \  iola  M.  (Han- 
num  ).  he  bail  six  children,  Walter  11..  \  iola  L. 
and  Puttney  A.,  all  three  deceased;  Mary  Thorpe; 
William  H. ;  and  Ruth  C).,  deceased.  (6)  Francis 
T.  married  Amelia  Reynolds,  and  has  one  son,. 
Frederick;  they  reside  in  Bridgei>ort.  (7)  ]\[ary 
Ann  married  Richard  L.  Prothero,  and  died  in  1882,. 
leaving  one  son,  Horatio.  (8)  Frank  married 
Clara  Turner,  and  died  in  1898.  (9)  Lillie  mar- 
ried fames  McKernan,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Alice.'  ■  •  . 

Horatio  C.  and  Americus  J.  Clayton  spent  their 
early  lives  in  Greenfield,  where  they  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  as  boys  they  became  familiar 
with  the  manufacture  of  hardware  in  their  father  s 
factory. 

CllXRULS  E.  Px\RKER,  of  the  firm  of  Kim- 
ball &  Parker,  general  and  local  fire  insurance 
agents.  Hartford,  is  a  native  of  that  citv,  born 
Feb.  18,  1865. 

James  E.  Parker,  father  of  our  subject,  died 
when  the  latter  was  a  child.  He  married  ^Irs. 
Mary  A.  Bulkely,  a  widow,  who  was  born  in  Glas- 
tonbury, Conn.,  and  is  now  living  in  Hartford. 
By  her  second  husband  she  had  one  other  child, 
Arthur  H.  Parker,  who  is  in  the  bicycle  business 
in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

Charles  E.  Parker  received  lus  education  in  the 
South  school,  in  his  native  city,  and  the  Hartford 
Public  High  School,  and  on  laying  aside  his  books, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  entered  the  employ  of  C.  C. 
Kimball  &  Co.,  as  an  oflice  boy,  at  $100  per  annum. 
He  applied  himself  diligently  to  business,  striving; 
to  do  everything  in  his  power  to  make  himself  use- 
ful to  his  employers,  was  promoted  to  bookkeeper^ 
and  bv  diligent  effort  was  in  time  further  promoted 
to  the  position  of  confidential  man  of  the  office. 
This  latter  incumbency  he  held  up  to  January, 
1899,  when  he  was  admitted  to  partnership,  the  firm 
name  becoming  Kimball  &  Parker.  It  was  for- 
merly Kimball  &  McCray,  Col.  ]^IcCray  on  his 
death  being  succeeded  in  the  partnership  by  our 
subject.  ^Ir.  Parker  has  now  been  twenty  years  in 
the  office,  probablv  has  a  longer  experience  in  the 
insurance  line  than  any  other  man  of  his  age.  and  is, 
undoubtedly,  for  so  young  a  man,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  in  the  State.  The  firm  of  Kimball  & 
Parker  represents  a  number  of  the  largest  com- 
panies in  the  world,  among  them  being  the  Queen., 
the  Imperial,  the  Xorthern.  and  many  other  lead- 
ing insurance  companies  of  the  country,  and  they 
are  the  managers  of  the  X'ew  England  depart- 
ment of  the  Insurance  Company  of  X'orth  Amer- 
ica. They  occupv  the  entire  second  floor  of  the 
First  Xational  liank  building,  facing  city  hall  and: 
post  office,  and  have  the  finest  offices  of  any  private- 
insurance  company  in  the  X'^cw  England  States. 


•  I.  '      ;  !)  ,:;; 
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'1  J»i-v  vv.ipi.A-  yiJii.  350  ai;i-iits,  and  the  reports  from 
I  i  iiu-»i'  i\>:iu"  liirectly  to  this  oftioc  ;  all  policies 
arc  v  rittvJi  hifr,  all  !''-ves  ailjusteil.  and  all  tinaiuia! 

tr.i,)*;u-tvu.  Tiiey  lia\-e  undoiihtedly  the 
Iar^\>i  ^uicia!  a.:;vi)oy  in  the  -New  h'ngland  Stales, 
.^^iiuf  Mr.  I'.irker'.s  cunnectit'U  with  this  concern  it 
]ia>  c.  ;.>tantl\  j4r..>>ui  10  its  present  onorniou^  pro- 
jx'rtii.iis. 

»  '11  .\<'V.  iS<)3.  Mr.  Parker  was  married  to 
-Mi.so  Ida  M.  Ahhe.  a  native  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  and 
<l;'.U'^d::t.T  of  L.  ( i.  Alihe.  of  Hartford,  and  three 
have  graced  their  union:  Charles  Ernest, 
I'!;mh-Iic  K.  aivi  ( Ir'  ^iville  M.  The  family  home  is 
ai  .\».'.  14  \»  i:nney  ^lree^.  iV.hticaily  our  suojcci 
is  a  l\<.pul)lican,' 1ml  he  always  reserves  to  himself 
tlx-  ri:.,ht  to  vole  independently,  especially  in  local 
nuitters.  At  the  executive  session  of  the  board  of 
idderman,  held  Menday  evening',  Nov.  27,  1899,  a 
conmumicaiion  was  read  from  Mayor  Preston,  nom- 
ir.atiuj.^  Mr.  I'arker  for  tire  c-onimissioner,  to  fill  out 
ahc  term  of  the  late  John  D.  r>onner,  to  April  i, 
1900.  The  nomir.aiion  was  confirmed  unanimously. 
It  came  to  him  entirely  unsolicited,  as  he  did  not 
<?ven  know  that  tlic  mayor  had  thought  of  his  name 
imtil  he  received  a  communication  from  his  honor 
asking  him  if  he  would  accept  the  position.  [Mayor 
Preston  realized  the  desirability  of  having  the  in- 
surance interests  of  the  city  represented  on  the 
Loard  of  fire  commissioners,  and  it  was  with  this 
object  in  view,  and  knowing  the  personal  fitness  of 
"Nlr.  Parker  for  the  jjosilion,  that  he  desired  to 
nominate  him.  Upon  th.e  advent  into  office  of 
]\Iavor  Harbison,  in  1000,  Mr.  Parker  was  re-ap- 
pointed to  this  same  board  for  three  years,  and 
of  all  the  appointees  of  the  former  mayor  he  was 
the  onlv  member  of  any  board  to  be  re-appointed, 
thus  showing  the  efficiency  with  which  he  had  filled 
this,  his  first  political  position.  He  is  a  young 
business  man  of  high  character  and  conspicuous 
ability.  Sociallv  he  is  a  member  of  Hartford 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  of  the  Colonial  Club ;  and  re- 
ligiouslv  of  the  First  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  latter 
lie  is  trustee  and  treasurer. 

Mr.  Parker's  present  standing  demonstrates 
what  pluck,  perseverance  and  close  application  to 
business  may  accomplish.  Starting  at  the  bottom 
round  of  the  ladder,  in  competition  with  other 
boys  and  young  men,  all  of  whom  were  seniors  in 
the  office  of  the  concern  of  which  he  is  now  partner, 
he  has  by  merit  alone  reached  the  position  he  so 
ably  fills.'  Truly  such  an  example  is  well  worthy 
of  emulation.  Of  an  agreeable  disposition,  frank, 
open  and  straightforward,  he  has  hosts  of  friends, 
and  no  man  of  his  age  is  more  favorably  known  than 
Charles  E.  Parker. 

EDMUND  B.  DILLINGHAM.  In  the  busi- 
ness and  religious  circles  of  Hartford  no  man  is 
better  known  than  E.  B.  Dillingliam,  the  courteous 
proprietor  of  Dillingham's  Newspaper  Advertis- 
ing Agency,  located  at  No.  709  Main  street. 


Mr.  Dillingham  was  born  in  West  Bridgcuatcr,. 
Mass.,  Sept.  30,  1836,  init  his  home  during  child- 
hood and  mature  }ears  was  Fall  River,  .Mass., 
v/here  lie  recei\-ei!  his  earl\-  e>!ucaiii)n  in  the  com- 
mon schools;  later  he  altoiuleil  tiie  academy  at 
iMyricksville,  Mass.  Accepting  a  position  as  clerk, 
he  followed  that  vncatiuu  untU  when  he  be- 

came connected  with  the  office  of  the  provost  mar- 
shal at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  of  the  First  Congres- 
sional District,  as  assistant  marshal  and  enrolling 
otiicer,  having  charge  of  the  enlisting  of  men  for 
arid  from  Fall  River  in  the  military  service,  under 
the  several  calls  from  the  President.  I'rom  iSAt 
to  iiu5  he  \.us  United  States  special  agent,  a^sisi- 
ant  provost  marshal,  with  headquarters  at  Fall 
River.  Removing  to  Rockville,  Conn.,  in  1867,  he 
there  accepted  the  superintendency  of  the  Rose  Silk 
Co.,  in  which  he  was  a  stockholder,  retaining  the 
position  until  1S6S.  In  1870  he  came  to  Hartford, 
and  there  became  the  pioneer  of  the  newspaper 
advertising  business  in  Connecticut  and  the  New 
I  England  States,  adding  the  real-estate  and  fire-in- 
surance business  thereto. 

Beginning  in  a  small  way,  Mr.  Dillingham  has 
by  persistent  energy  and  appUcation  made  this  the 
largest  business  of  its  kind  in  the  New  England 
States,  and  has  achieved  an  enviable  reputation  for 
upright  business  principles,  doing  business  through 
his  agency  with  all  the  leading  papers  v.-ithin  a 
radius  of  hundreds  of  miles,  including  2\ew  York, 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  many  other 
of  the  large  cities.  The  name  Dillingham  is  in- 
separably connected  with,  and  familiarly  known  to, 
all  the  great  newspapers  throughout  the  New  Eng- 
land and  jNIiddle  States.  The  large  life  and  fire  in- 
surance companies  of  Hartford  do  a  large  propor- 
tion of  their  advertising  through  ^Ir.  Dillingham's 
agency.  Not  only  has  he  brought  this  business  to 
its  present  enormous  proportions,  but  he  has  also 
been  actively  engaged  in  real  estate,  buying  and 
selling  for  himself  and  others  upon  an  extensive 
scale.  He  has  also  given  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
energy  to  religious  work,  and  has  acted  as  temporary 
sup>plv  for  the  pulpits  of  nearly  every  country 
church  W'ithin  twenty  miles  of  Hartford,  giving  his 
services,  in  all  instances,  gratuitously.  In  1877  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  State  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Connecticut,  and 
held  that  position  for  many  years,  in  this  capacity 
attending  every  international  convention  as  a  dele- 
gate from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  over  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  and  he  is  widelv  known  in  that  connec- 
tion. He  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees for  the  magnificent  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  which 
was  erected  at  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Ford  streets, 
and  is  one  of  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  the  State, 
admired  by  every  one.  He  had  the  privilege  of 
personally  soliciting  and  accepting  a  check,  for  S30,- 
000,  from  the  late  Gen.  Charles  T.  Hillyer,  which 
was  used  in  purchasing  the  lot  on  which  the  build- 
ing now  stands. 
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Mr.  Dillin-luim  is  a  nicnibor  of  tlic  Connecli-  \ 
via  U>!;.^rt.i;aiional  Chil-.  J  Ic  has  Ix'cn  oluiplain  ! 
.  1  -ilic  Hart  lord  cuunty  jail  for  owr  twcntv  vcars,  | 
.;!!.!  was  alsu  a  nicmlier  of  the  ci;y  mission  board,  i 
in  v\cry  rclii^i^'us  ir.ovcnicnt  wliich  has  taken  phiee  ' 
n;  e  city  »>i  J  lanford  for  tlie  ;iast  (luarter  of  a  I 
Ciiiniry  he  has  taken  a  deep  personal  interest,  and  i 
avj.i.sicd  by  every  means  in  his  power.  Dnring  D.  i 
1..  Moody's  evani^ehstic  work  in  the  winters  of  I 
JS78  and  1S79  acted  as  cliief  nsiicr,  and  per-  I 
.s. -nally  superintended  liie  seating  of  the  vast  cro'wds  i 
wlio  came  to  Iiear  that  noted  preacher.  He  had  i 
:  :Hia!  supervision  of  everything;-  pertaining  to  tne  I 
.success  of  tliose  meeiings.  | 

Mr.  Dilhngliam  aftihates  with  the  Republican  ! 
party,  and  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  city  he  } 
takes  a  profound  interest.    In  1SS7  lie  was  elected  ! 
by  a  large  majority  councilman  from  the  Seventli  j 
ward  in  Hartford,  and  was  re-elected  in  1S8S,  1S89 
;iik1  iNjo,  wimiing  the  satisfaction  and  commenda- 
tion of  his  townspeople  in  the  fulfillment  of  his 
tluiies  in  this  ofiice. 

Jn  1S60  Mr.  Dillingham  married  ]Miss  Josephine 
A.  Totter,  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  Potter,  of 
l-"all  River,  Mass.  To  Mt.  and  Mrs.'  Dillingham 
h.ave  been  born  two  children,  Charles  B.  and  Mabel 
n.,  the  fomier  of  whom  was  on  the  reportorial 
staff  of  the  Hartford  city  dailies,  was  later  chief 
•editor  of  a  paper  in  Spokane  Falls,  Wash.,  then 
I)rivate  secretary  to  Hon.  Watson  C.  Squire,  United 
States  Senator,  and  for  the  past  few  years  has  been 
associated  in  business  with  Charles  B.  Frohnian, 
with  whom  he  is  at  present  traveling  in  Europe. 
The  family  attend  the  Farmington  Avenue  Con- 
gregational Church. 

Mr.  Dillingham  is  a  close  student  of  men  and 
affairs,  and  has  proven  a  successful  business  man. 
Courteous  and  polite,  he  has  won  a  host  of  friends 
throughout  Hartford  and  Hartford  county,  and  can 
truly  be  said  to  be  a  representative  of  its  best  in- 
terests, socially,  religiouslv  and  commercially. 

SAMUEL  ANDREWS  WELDOX,  senior 
member  of  the  widely  and  favorably  known  firm 
of  S.  A.  Weldon  &  Son,  dealers  in  hardw^are.  Bris- 
tol, is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  ]^Iarch  22, 
183 1,  in  New  Britain,  Hartford  county. 

Luther  \\'eIdon,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1764  in  ^^"allingford,  Conn.,  and  most  of 
b.is  life  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
married  Jerusha  Hurlburt,  who  was  born  ]\Larch 
^1^1,  in  Wallingford,  and  by  this  union  there 
Were  seven  sons:  Oliver,  Samuel  H.,  Flart  fborn 
.I'Uie  7.  t8ii,  died  at  Torrington,  Conn.,  Aug.  16, 
1^0.0,  Aaron,  two  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Walter,  j 

Samuel  Hurlburt  Weldon.  father  of  Samuel  A., 
was  born  Feb.  3,  1799,  in  Argvle,  N.  Y.,  and 
ihroughout  life  followed  the  trade  of  wagonmaker, 
fur  several  years  conducting  a  wagon  shop  in  New 
l!-ritain,  and  later  working  for  various  firms.  On 
Oct.  15,  1823,  l-,c  married  Sally  Bartholomew  An- 


drews, daughter  of  Ursula  Amlrews.  She  died 
Sept.  17,  1837,  aged  thirty-tive  vears.  and  he  then  - 
wedded  Sarah  AL  Reach,  of  XVothersfield,  Conn., 
wdio  passed  from  earth  Aug.  3,  18.^7.  Subscquentlvj 
on  Feb.  3,  184S,  .Mr.  Weldon  wedded  .Mrs.  Mai^v 
Ciridley,  widow  of  Walter  Gridlcy,  and  daughter 
of  Roswell  Hunter;  she  was  born  Sept.  3.  1802.  ac 
Newington,  Conn.,  and  died  Feb.  9,  1870.  ilr. 
Weldon  died  of  apoplexy  Feb.  5,  1872,  at  his  resi- 
dence by  the  Black  Rock,  in  Southwest  Distriet. 
His  children  were  as  follows :  By  lirst  wife — Caro- 
hne,  born  Nov.  26,  1824,  married  Elias  Barnes,  of 
Bristol,  Conn.  Eli  Everest,  born  Aug.  8,  1826, 
married  ^Irs.  Delia  Fuller,  a  w  idow.  George,  born 
Aug.  19,  1S29,  is  a  house  painter  in  Torrington, 
Conn.;  he  married,  Nov.  25,  1S69,  Juliette  Bently, 
of  Goshen,  Conn.  Samuel  A.  is  our  subject.  Sarah 
E_.,  born  April  2,  1S33,  niarried  Thomas  F.  Hart, 
of  Bristol,  after  wdiose  decease  she  wedded  Flenrv 
Wright,  now  also  deceased.  :\Iunroe,  born  Oct. 
5,  1S34,  married  Catherine  E.  Buckley,  of  West 
Hartford.  2»*Iary  Ann,  born' June  30,.  1836,  married 
Francis  Goodal'e,  and  after  his  decease  wedded 
Elisha  Williams.  By  second  wife — ^^"ashington. 
born  Jan.  31,  1841,  died  March  7,  1841.  Oliver 
Hurlburt  was  born  April  18,  1842.  \\'alter  Au- 
gustus, born  June  8,  1844,  died  Feb.  21,  1853,  at 
Newbern,  N.  C,  w  bile  serving  in  Company  D,  46th 
Conn  L 

Samuel  A.  Weldon,  wdiose  name  introduces  these 
lines,  received  a  liberal  common-school  education 
during  the  winter  seasons,  in  summer  time,  till  he 
was  sixteen  years  old,  working  for  four  years  on 
the  farm  of  Francis  Hart,  in  New  Britain.  He 
then  went  to  work  in  his  father's  shop,  making 
harness,  and  so  continued  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  worked  for  about 
one  year  with  Russell  (S:  Erwin  and  Oliver  Judd. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  commenced  to  learn  the 
trades  of  painting  and  upholstering  with  Nathaniel 
Dickinson,  carriage  manufacturer.  New  Britain,  con- 
tmuing  until  1856;  then  worked  for  Horton  & 
Noble  one  year,  after  which  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Franklin  Graham,  under  the  lirm  name 
of  Graham  &  Weldon,  carriagemakers.  This  ar- 
rangement continued  until  1S69,  wdicn  our  subject 
sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Graham,  who  has  since  con- 
tinued the  business  alone.  ^Vlr.  Weldon  then  re- 
moved to  Bristol,  and  by  way  of  a  change,  his  health 
being  not  very  good,  engaged  during  one  summer 
in  the  raising  of  poultry,  after  wdiich  he  commenced 
in  the  carriagemaking  business  for  his  own  account, 
and  being  a  thoroughlv  practical  mechanic  did  an 
excellent  trade  until  1882,  wdien  he  closed  up  his 
shop.  His  next  experience  was  in  the  carriage 
factory  of  Watson  Giddings,  and  for  some  five 
years  was  there  engaged  on  his  own  account  in 
painting  and  finishing  carriages,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  retiring  from  the  business.  In  1878,  along- 
with  his  son,  he  bought  the  Clark  Davis  hardware 
store,  located  on  North  Main  street,  where  the  Cen- 
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tral  iiK-al  market  is  now  located.  In  1871  thov  ro- 
inovod  from  here  to  the  Gridley  block,  a  new  struc- 
ture, where  the  store  has  since  l)een  successfullv 
conducted,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  S.  A.  W'eldon 
<Sc  Son. 

On  Dec.  2j.  1855.  Samuel  A.  W  eldon  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Susan  Frances  Snnth,  who  was 
born  in  I'rospect,  Conn.,  ^larch  26,  1835,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  George  and  Marilla  (^Ilotchkiss)  Smith, 
of  W'aterbury.  Conn.  C)ne  son  has  blessed  this  union, 
r^Iortimer  ]--.mory.  born  April  17,  1858,  in  Xew 
Britain.  Conn.,  who  was  married,  Nov.  18,  1885, 
to  Nellie  J'.iil.lv.  ir,  Sweet,  of  r.rocklyn.  X.  Y.  Tlieir 
children  are  Arline  Chichester,  born  Feb.  17,  1S87; 
and  Chichester  Percival.  born  June  21,  1891. 

Mr.  and  2^Irs.  S.  A.  Weldon  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Cliurch  of  Bristol,  but  were 
lormerl}  identified  with  the  Center  Church.  Xew 
Britain,  and  Mrs.  Weldon  is  a  member  of  the 
Foreign  and  liome  ^lissionary  Societies,  and  has 
always  been  a  member  of  the  Sunday-scliool.  either 
as  a  teacher  or  pupil ;  she  is  at  present  a  member  of 
the  Bible  class.  In  politics  2\Ir.  Weldon  is  a  Re- 
publican, but  takes  no  special  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  partv.  He  owns  a  very  fine  cottage  at  }^Iadi- 
son,  Conn.,  on  Long  Island  Sound,  where  he  and 
his  wife  usually  spend  their  summers.  I\Ir.  V\'cl- 
don  is  always  trite  to  the  duties  of  both  public  and 
private  life,  and  is  a  gentleman  of  genuine  worth. 

EDWARD  CHAXXIXG  ALLEN,  the  leading 
merchant  of  Hazardville,  and  one  of  its  most  wide- 
awake and  progressive  citizens,  was  born  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Scitico.  town  of  Enfield,  Dec.  4,  1853.  ^  ^on 
of  George  E.  and  Nancy  A.  (French)  Allen,  natives 
of  Scitico  and  East  \Vindsor,  Conn.,  respectively. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  George 
Allen,  was  a  native  of  Enfield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn., 
and  by  occuption  was  a  shoemaker  and  grocer.  His 
wife  bore  the  maiden  n.ame  of  ^^lary  Coy.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather.  Daniel  French,  was  a  farmer  of 
East  ^\'indsor,  Hartford  county.  George  E.  Allen, 
father  of  our  subject,  who  was  ?.  clergyman  of  the 
Universalist  Church,  had  charge  of  a  congregation 
in  Poquonock  for  fourteen  years,  and  also  preached 
in  Somers  and  other  towns  in  the  vicinity.  Fie  also 
bought  and  sold  horses  and  cattle  quite  extensively, 
and  was  widely  and  favorably  known.  He  died  in 
Scitico  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  fortv-two  years.  Of 
his  four  children,  two  are  still  living:  ^lary  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Eli  G.  Stiles,  of  IMelrose,  Conn.;  and 
Edward  C  our  subject. 

Edward  C.  Allen  was  reared  in  Scitico.  and  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  began  his  business  career  as  clerk  in  a  tea 
store  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  over  a 
year,  and  then  became  a  dealer  in  organs  and  sewing 
machines,  following  tliat  business  for  several  years. 
In  1875  he  accepted  a  position  rs  clerk  and  book- 
keeper in  a  general  store  at  Hazardville,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  until  188 r,  when,  with  A.  W.  Gowdy, 


he  embarked  in  general  merchandising,  under  the 
i  firm  name  of  .\iien  iS;  Gowdy.  This  partnershi-;-) 
existed  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  .Mr.  .-\lleu 
purchased  Mr.  i  u.iw  (.■y'>  interest.  He  has  since  con- 
ducted a  successiul  business  alone,  and  now  has  the 
principal  store  in  Hazardville.  His  patronage  comes 
from  a  large  territory,  and  his  establishment  wou.d 
do  credit  to  a  nuich  larger  place  than  Hazardville. 
Mr.  .-Vllen  is  methodical  and  svstematic  in  business, 
and  the  plans  which  he  has  pursued  commend  them- 
selves to  the  judgment  and  respect  of  all. 

^Ir.  Allen  was  married.  Sept.  12.  1888,  to  Miss 
Ella  C.  Pitkin,  a  daughter  of  Evelyn  and  Esther 
(Stiles)  Pitkin,  of  South  Windsor,  and  they  have 
two  children  :  George  Edward  and  Flerbert  W'alden. 
Socially  }\Ir.  Allen  affiliates  with  the  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics,  and  politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Reiniblican  party.  That  his  fellow  citi- 
zens place  in  him  the  utmost  confidence  is  shown  bv 
the  fact  that  he  has  been  often  called  upon  to  settle 
estates.  He  is  popular,  progressive  and  enterpris- 
ing, and  has  been  elected  fire  commissioner,  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  relief,  and  a  member  of  the 
school  board. 

JEWELL.  The  Jewell  family  of  Hartford, 
whose  present  representatives  are  the  children  and 
grandchildren  of  the  late  Pliny  Jew^ell,  the  founder 
of  the  great  leather  industry  which  has  given  the 
name  and  city  of  Hartford  a  world-wide  repitta- 
tion,  and  one  member  of  which  family — the  late 
Hon.  [Marshall  Jewell — has  added  fame  to  the  family 
and  city,  is  an  old  New  England  one,  the  residence 
in  America  reaching  back  to  1639,  when  there  lived 
in  Boston,  !Mass..  one  Thomas  Jewell,  the  American 
ancestor  of  the  family.  He  came  from  England 
about  the  year  mentioned.  Joseph  Jewell,  son  of 
Thomas  Jewell,  lived  at  Charlestown,  INIass.,  and 
owned  the  ferry  between  that  place  and  Boston. 
The  family  gradually  scattered  through  the  New 
England  States,  after  the  shifting  New  England 
'Custom.  For  generations  the  ancestors  of  the  Hart- 
ford branch  of  the  family  lived  at  Winchester,  New 
Hampshire. 

Pliny  Jewell,  whose  death  occurred  in  his  resi- 
dence on  Washington  street,  Hartford,  Aug.  28, 
i86g,  was  through  a  long  period  of  years  identified 
with  the  business  of  his  adopted  city.  lie  was  born 
Sept.  27,  1797,  in  Winchester,  N.  H.  Flis  father 
and  grandfather  were  tanners,  and  the  son  was  bred 
to  that  business.  Fie  worked  in  the  tannery  in  the 
summer,  and  attended  and  taught  school  in  the  win- 
ter, having  had  the  advantage  of  study  at  a  country 
academy.  Fie  remained  in  Winchester,  working  at 
his  trade,  and  carrying  on  the  general  business  of 
tanning,  until  he  moved  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1845. 
He  continued  in  the  leather  business  in  Hartford, 
with  little  interruption,  from  1845  nntil  his  retire- 
ment from  the  prosperous  firm  of  P.  Jewell  &:  Sons, 
three  years  prior  to  his  death. 

Mr.  Jewell  was  a  man  of  great  strength  of  will. 
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force  of  character  ami  decided  convictions.  In  his 
religious  opinions,  which  were  always  warm  and 
active,  lie  was  a  ^lrict  Calvinist.  His  connection  in 
Hartford  was  with  the  South  Conijrcgational 
Chinch  until  not  long  before  his  death",  when  he 
united  with  the  Center  Church.  He  was  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Windsor  Tiieological  Seminary, 
and  was  very  active  in  procuring-  its  removal  to 
Hartford.  Mr.  Jewell  had  always  been  a  great  reader 
of  books,  ilelighting  especially  in  the  studv  of  Eng- 
lish and  French  history  and  biography.  W'e  doubt 
if  there  was  any  man  in  Xew  England,  not  profes- 
sionally educated,  vi  tiiorr)Ugldy  conversant  with 
English  history  as  he  was,  and  iie  knew  American 
history,  particularly  that  of  politics,  fully  and  ac- 
curately. He  never  forgot  what  he  once  read.  Xor 
was  his  study  contined  to  history:  it  extended  to 
Old  English  literature  as  well,  as  an  example  of 
which  we  recall  his  familiarity  witli  Shakespeare :  he 
had  studied  plays  with  reference  to  ascertaining 
what  characters  were  historical  and  what  fictitious, 
and  had  written  at  length  concerning  them.  He 
left  very  voluminous  notes  upon  English  history, 
•Jind  particularly  criticisms  upon  the  men  and  women 
who  figure  most  prominently  in  it.  He  had  this  re- 
course, too  rare  among  business  men,  in  his  ad- 
vanced years,  and  when  he  had  relinciuished  the  care 
of  active  business  in  a  great  part  to  his  sons.  He 
had  a  good,  strong,  analytical  mind,  and  liked  to 
sift  questions  of  historical  evidence,  and  unravel  in- 
tricacies of  character.  He  was  not  a  mere  reader 
of  history,  but  he  studied  the  philosophy  of  it.  the 
motives  and  animus  of  the  characters  who  figure  in 
it,  and  the  action  and  re-action  of  events  upon 
actors  in  the  great  drama.  He  talked  well  on  such 
subjects,  showing  always  a  memory  tenacious  of 
facts  and  a  clear  grasp  of  principles.  lie  had  a 
fondness  for  rare  books  upon  the  subject  in  which  he 
was  interested,  though  he  was  not  a  collector.  It 
thus  happened  that  he  l;ad  no  sense  of  nothing  to 
do  in  life  when  his  active  business  life  was  over ;  for 
he  had  a  world  in  the  past  which  was  always  fresh 
to  him.  We  mention  this  trait  in  his  character  be- 
cause it  is  uncommon  to  see  a  man  who  was  not 
liberally  educated,  and  was  for  a  good  part  of  his 
life  a  working  man,  with  a  taste  for  books  and  his- 
torical studies  so  developed  as  to  be  a  great  pleasure 
of  his  life,  always  and  especiallv  when  wealth  hail 
brought  the  leisure  for  enjoyment. 

Mr.  Jewell  took  an  active  part  in  politics  in  Xew 
Hampshire  as  a  Webster  and  Clay  Whig  (  to  which 
part^-  he  was  faithful  until  he  cast  his  vote  for  Fre- 
mon  'n  1856),  and  he  was  quite  prominent,  being 
a  mexuber  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  active  on 
committees.  Indeed,  he  was  the  leading  man  of  'Jie 
town,  in  business,  politics,  and  in  all  Church  matters, 
and  greatly  respected  for  his  probity  and  sagacity. 

On  Sept.  19,  1819,  Mr.  Jewell  was  marriefl  to 
Miss  Emily  Alexander,  of  Winchester,  X.  H.  She 
was  born  Feb.  12.  1801,  and  died  March  ig,  1889. 
Of  the  ten  children  born  to  this  marriage  two  died 


I  in  infancy;  and  Arthur  died  in  184S,  aged  fourteen 
I  years.  The  seven  children  living  to  mature  age 
'  were : 

I  (,1)  Charlotte  A.  Jewell,  born  Sept.  20,  1836. 
I  is  still  living  in  Hartford. 

I  (2)  I\laria  Jewell,  born  Oct.  14.  1821,  mar- 
ried J.  E.  Coleman,  and  died  in  Paris,  France, 
on  June  26,  1S78.  She  was  graduated  at  }>lount 
Holyuke  Seminary,  and  for  some  years  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Hartford  Female  Seminary.  She  was 
a  prominent  worker  in  the  local  charities  of  Hart- 
ford, and  was  at  the  time  of  her  death  president 
of  the  Woman's  Flome  on  Church  street.  For  a 
long  time  she  was  the  superintendent  of  the  infant 
class  in  the  Sabbath-school  at  the  Asylum  Hill  Con- 
gregational Church.  She  was  an  energetic  and  use- 
ful woman,  and  an  amateur  artist  of  marked  ability. 
Mr.  Coleman,  her  husband,  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  came  to  Hartford  some  years  prior  to  the  Civil 
war,  becoming  associated  in  business  with  the 
Jewells.  In  1870  he  went  to  Xew  York,  and  there 
died  on  Sept.  2,  1890. 

(3)  Hon.  ^larshall  Jewell  was  born  Oct.  20, 
1825,  in  Winchester,  X.  H.  After  receiving  a  com- 
mon-school education,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he 
went  into  the  service  of  John  Cumnungs  &  Son, 
of  Woburn,  [Mass.,  tanners,  and  mastered  that  trade. 
In  about  1847  turned  his  attention  to  telegraphy, 
working  at  same,  first  in  Rochester,  X.  Y.,  then 
at  Akron,  Ohio,  where  he  had  charge  of  an  office. 
Later  he  went  South,  where  he  vras  engaged  in. con- 
structing lines  between  Louisville  and  Xew  Orleans. 
He  had  charge  of  offices  in  various  parts  of  the 
South.  In  January,  1S50,  he  returned  to  the  leather 
business  and  went  into  partnership  vx'ith  his  father, 
as  P.  Jev»-ell  &  Son,  in  the  manufacture  of  leather 
belting.  By  improved  processes,  and  by  business 
skill  and  intelligent  management,  they  soon  found 
themselves  in  possession  of  a  business  of  very  large 
proportions.  P.  Jewell  &  Son,  which  afterward  be- 
came P.  Jewell  &  Sons,  has  for  many  years  been  one 
of  the  foremost  manufacturing  concerns  of  Hart- 
ford or  of  the  State,  and  its  business  relations  have 
spread  all  over  this  country  and  through  Europe, 
^larshall  Jewell  spent  much  of  his  time  between 
1852  and  1857  in  traveling  through  the  country, 
extending  the  business  of  the  firm  and  watching  its 
interests.  In  1859  and  18O0  he  was  in  Europe  en- 
gaged in  extending  his  bu^iness  tliere,  which  has 
since  become  one  of  great  magnitude  abroad  as  well 
as  at  home.  In  1865,  '6G  and  '67  he  was  in  Europe 
again,  made  the  Xile  journey,  and  also  traveled 
through  the  Holy  Land.  Fie  attended  the  Paris 
Exposition  in  1867.  Mr.  Jewell  remained  all  his  life 
an  active  member  of  the  firm  of  P.  Jewell  &  Sons, 
which  included  in  the  late  years  of  Marshall's  life 
all  the  surviving  Jewell  brothers — Pliny,  Lyman  B. 
and  Charles  A. — as  well  as  himself.  Marshall 
Jewell  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  PhaMiix 
Fire  Insurance  Co.  of  Hartford,  and  froiii  its  be- 
ginning was  one  of  the  active  directors  in  its  notable 
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successful  career.  He  was  also  from  iis  beginiiinq- 
a  ilirector  of  the  Travelers  Life  Insurance  Co..  and 
;froni_i855  until  his  death  he  was  a  director  in  the 
Hartford  Bank,  lie  was  connected  also  with  a  i 
number  of  other  corporations,  sonic  of  which  were 
out  of  the  city.  He  was  part  owner  of  tlic  Hartford 
Evening  Post,  was  president  of  the  Jewell  Pin  Co., 
of  Hartford,  and  president  of  the  L'nited  States 
T  e  1  e  g  r  a  ]  1  h  Association. 

Mr.  Jewell  tirst  took  an  active  part  in  politics 
in  iS6j,  being  in  that  year  the  Republican  candidate 
for  State  senator  from  the  First  District,  and  ran 
v/ell  ahead  of  his  licic.t,  althuUL;h  s!  ar:ug-  the  Ko- 
publican  defeat  of  that  year.  The  vigor" and  skill 
exhibited  by  him  in  this  campaign,  and  as  chairman 
of  the  local  Republican  committee,  so  favorably  im- 
pressed the  Republicans  of  Hartford  county  that 
they  presented  his  name  to  the  next  State  conven- 
tion, and  in  iS6S  he  was  nominated  for  governor, 
but  was  unsuccessful,  Gov.  English  being  re-elected. 
The  following  year  (1S69)  Mr.  Jewell  was  vic- 
torious oVer  Mr.  English,  and  also  in  1S71,  these 
gentlemen  being  pitted  against  each  other  for  four 
x;onsecutive  years.  In  1S72  Gov.  Jewell  was  elected 
for  a  third  term,  carrying  the  State  by  twenty-eight 
majority  over  the  Hon.  Richard  D.  Hubbard.  As 
governor  of  the  State  Mr.  Jewell  proved  a  faithful, 
.intelligent,  and  clear-headed  executive  oilicer.  His 
biiessages  showed  that  he  had  carefully  studied  the 
.various  interests  of  the  State,  and  his  recommenda- 
lions  were  practical  and  judicious.  He  had  the  sat- 
isfaction of  seeing  a  number  of  valuable  recom- 
mendations approved  by  the  General  Assembly  and 
the  people. 

Gov.  Jewell  retired  from  the  office  in  Ma.y,  1S73, 
and  the  following  month,  much  to  his  own  surprise, 
was  nominated  by  President  Grant  as  minister  to 
St.  Petersburg,  and  in  July  he  sailed  for  Europe 
with  his  family.  Mr.  Jewell,  although  entirely  new 
to  diplomatic  work,  proved  a  very  satisfactory  and 
useful  minister.  After  one  year's  residence  at  the 
Court  of  the  Czar  Mr.  Jewell  was  invited  home 
by  President  Grant  to  take  the  position  of  Post- 
master-general, made  vacant  by  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Cresswell.  In  his  management  of  the  post  office 
department  of  the  nation  ^Lr.  Jewell  exhibited  the 
same  traits  of  character  which  marked  his  business 
career  through  life,  energy,  systematic  attention 
xo  details,  and  strict  integrity.  He  did  much  toward 
rooting  out  the  pernicious  system  of  fraudulent 
contracts  and  straw  bids,  and  initiated  the  fast-mail 
service  between  New  York  and  Chicago.  He  was 
also  instrumental  in  securing  a  common  postal  sys-  | 
tern  between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  In 
July,  1876,  ^Ir.  Jewell  resigned  from  the  cabinet  and 
afterward  remained  in  private  life,  busily  engaged 
in  caring  for  the  many  interests  with  which  he  was 
so  actively  identified.  In  1879  and  again  in  i88l 
Mr.  Jewell  was  a  candidate  for  the  United  States 
Senate,  and  on  the  former  occasion  lacked  but  a 
few  votes  of  receiving  the  Republican  nomination. 


In  1880  he  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  Republican 
National  Committee,  and  worked  earnestly  in  that 
campaign.  He  remained  chairman  of  the  committee 
i  until  his  deatli.  l  or  twenty  years  Mr.  Jewell  had 
been  an  earnest  worker  for  Republican  success, 
and  during  the  lour  Presidential  campaigns  pre- 
ceding his  death  went  actively  into  campaign  work, 
addressing  political  meetings  in  dilt'erent  parts  of  the 
■country.  As  a  public  si)eaker  Gov.  Jewell  was  easy 
and  natural,  using  chieriy  the  conversational  style- 
He  probably  had  never  attempted  to  make  a  public 
speech  until  after  his  nominatiun  for  governor. 
Durir.g  the  caui-paigns  of  187O  and  1880  he  ad- 
dressed some  of  the  largest  meetings  held  in  the 
coimtry,  in  New  York,  New  England,  and  the  West. 
!  Gov.  Jewell's  personal  appearance  was  striking. 
He  was  a  stout  man,  sometlnng  below  the  average 
height  perhaps,  with  fine  silver-gray  hair,  a  singu- 
larly friendly  and  genial  expression,  a  pleasant 
voice,  and  a  thoroughly  cordial  manner,  so  easy 
withal  as  to  make  those  whom  he  met  feel  at  ease 
also.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

In  October,  1852,  Gov.  Jewell  was  married  to 
Esther  Dickerson,  of  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  and  to  the 
marriage  were  born  two  daughters,  the  widov\"  of 
Arthur  M.  Dodge,  of  New  York,  and  Airs.  Will- 
jam  H.  Strong,  of  Detroit.  The  mother  of  these 
■children,  born  June  6,  1S32,  died  Feb.  26,  1883. 
She  was  a  woman  of  many  social  graces  and  in- 
tellectual gifts,  was  a  student  and  a  reader,  and  a 
person  of  quick  and  clear  perceptions,  which  gave 
her  remarkable  conversational  powers.  As  the  trus- 
tee of  Gov.  Jewell's  hospitable  home  in  Hartford 
and  in  Washington,  and  during  his  residence  abroad, 
she  entertained  very  many  guests  and  made  many 
friends. 

(4)  Pliny  Jewell,  president  of  the  Jewell  Belt- 
ing Co.,  was  born  Sept.  1,  1823,  at  Winchester,  N. 
H.  He  was  reared  and  trained  in  the  business  of 
his  father,  and  with  him  and  his  brothers  shared 
in  the  developing  of  its  interests  at  Hartford.  The 
firm,  after  the  father's  death,  continued  under  the 
old  stlye  of  P.  Jewell  ik.  Sons  until  its  organization 
as  a  joint-stock  company  in  1883.  There  have  been 
developed  from  the  original  industry  the  Jewell 
Belt  Flook  Co.,  the  Jewell  Pad  Co.,  and  the  Jewell 
Pin  Co.,  Pliny  Jewell  being  a  stckliolder  in  and 
president  of  all  these  corporations.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Hartford  National  Bank  and  the 
Travelers'  Insurance  Co.,  and  a  trustee  in  the  Hart- 
ford Trust  Co.  His  whole  active  life  has  been 
I  spent  in  the  leather  business,  with  all  the  details 
of  which  he  is  intelligently  familiar,  and  in  which 
he  has  been  very  successful.  In  jxilitics  Mr.  Jewell 
a  Republican.  He  was  one  of  the  original  or- 
ganizers of  the  party  in  Connecticut,  and  has  since 
been  prominently  identified  with  it.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Pearl  Street  Congregational  Church  ;  is  a 
member  of  the  Hartford  Club ;  and  has  served  as 
vice-president  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
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On  Sept.  5.  1845.  ^fi".  Jewell  was  married  to 
Mi-<  L'aroliiie  Uradbury,  ;unl  to  the  marriaq-e  have 
O'Mic  two  eliiUiren:  Edward,  liorn  Jan.  20,  1847, 
n.iw  cf  r.o-ton,  M.-iSs.  ;  and  I'.muy  M.,  now  :\Irtf. 
Walter  San  ford,  of  Hartford. 

(5)  ]Jon.  Harvey  Jewell,  late  of  P.oston,  Mass.. 
whose  ileath  occurred  in  December,  iSSl,  was  a 
Kadinsj  man  in  the  affairs  of  ]\[assachnsctls.  He 
was  a  law  partner  of  ex-Governor  Gaston,  and  was 
on  the  Alabama  Claims  Court  in  Washington,  D. 
C.  For  several  successive  years  he  was  speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  ^dassachusetts. 

(^6)  Lyman  i;.  Jcwll.  vice-president  of  the 
Jewell  Belling-  Co.,  was  born  Aug.  29,  1S27,  in 
Winchester,  X.  H.  He  there  received  a  common- 
school  education  in  the  district  schools,  attending 
until  fifteen  years  of  age.  Some  years  after  attain- 
nng  his  majority  he  became  engaged  in  the  dry- 
goods  commission  business,  which  he  followed  in 
New  York  and  Boston  from  185G  to  1S72.  He 
moved  to  Hartford  in  1873,  and  joined  his  brothers 
in  the  firm  of  P.  Jewell  &  Sons,  which  is  now  the 
Jewell  Belting-  Co.,  of  which  he  is  vice-president  and 
a  director,  and  is  also  similarly  officially  connected 
with  tiie  other  three  corporations  developed  from 
the  Belting  Co.  Mr.  Jewell  is  treasurer  of  the  De- 
troit Leather  Co.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Phrenix 
Insurance  Co.,  the  American  National  Bank,  and 
the  Southern  New  England  Telephone  Co.,  and  a 
member  of  the  Hartford  Club.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  in  religion  an  Episcopalian. 

_  In  January,  1856,  Mr.  Jewell  was  married  to 
Miss  Charlotte  Williams,  of  Boston. 

(7)  Charles  A.  Jewell  was  born  IMarch  29, 
1841,  in  Winchester,  N.  H.  -Coming  to  Hartford 
with  the  family  in  1845,  when  only  four  years  of 
age,  he  was  here  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
high  school  of  the  city.  He  then  entered  the  leather 
business  of  P.  Jewell  &  Sons,  tirst  as  a  clerk  and  ap- 
prentice, and  subsequently  as  a  partner.  During 
the  first  year  of  the  Civil  war  he  entered  the  L'nion 
army  as  adjutant  of  the  Twenty-second  Conn.  Vol. 
Inf.,  and  served  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment.  Since  the  organization  of  the  Jewell 
Belting  Co.  as  a  joint-stock  company,  in  1883,  ^Ir. 
Jewell  has  been  its  treasurer.  He  is  also  treasurer 
ot  the  Jewell  Pin  Co. ;  and  is  officially  connected 
with  other  corporations  bearing  the  Jewell  name. 
He  is  a  director  in  the  City  Bank,  has  served  official- 
ly in  the  Hartford  Chemical  Co.,  and  is  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Hosmer  Llall  Choral  Union.  ^Ir. 
Jewell  is  active  in  all  religious  v.'ork,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Center  Congregational  Church,  and  for  }  ears 
he  was  the  superintendent  of  its  Sabbath-school.  For 
fourteen  or  more  years  he  has  been  president  of 
the  Y.  ^L  C.  A.  of  Hartford,  al  so  served  as  vice- 
president,  and  has  long  been  one  of  the  chief  pro- 
moters of  its  religious  activities,  as  well  as  one. of 
its  most  liberal  benefactors.  The  association  is 
largely  indebted  to  his  prudent  councils  and  wise 
direction,  as  well  as  his  personal  influence,  for  its 


high  standing  before  the  public,  and  the  compara- 
tively prosperous  condition  of  its  finances.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  membjr 
of  the  Loyal  Legion. 

In  1807  Mr.  Jewell  was  married  to  INIiss  Julia 
W.  Brown,  daughter  of  Roswell  Brown,  of  Hart- 
ford.    ,  ■  ,  :  ■ 

_  JUDGE  ALBERT  CARROLL  BILL,  Judge 
of  the  Police  Court  of  Hartford,  and  member  of  the 
firm  of  Bill  &  Tuttle,  whose  elegant  offices  are 
located  in  the  First  National  Bank  building.  Stale 
street,  opposite  the  post  offi.ce,  was  born  in  Hartford 
Sept.  29,  1803.  ■  His.  father,  Charles  C.  Bill,  was 
born  in  Chaplin,  \\"indham  Co.,  Conn..  July  9,  1829. 
His  grandfather,  Roswell  Bill,  was  also  born  in 
Chaplin,  Conn.  His  great-grandfather,  Capt.  Ros- 
well Bill,  served  as  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
army.  He  v»as  born  in  Groton.  and  spent  his  early 
life  as  a  farmer  in  Chaplin,  where  he  died  Oct.  30, 
1830,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  He  married  Re- 
becca Burgess,  cousin  of  Gen.  Putnam. 

Roswell  Bill,  grandfatlier  of  our  subject,  was 
a  school  teacher  in  Chaplin  and  surrounding  towns, 
was  a  man  of  prominence,  holding  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  taught  school  for  thirty-two 
winters  in  succession.    Lie  died  in  Cliaplin  Oct.. 17,, 
{  1S66,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.    He  married 
I  Olive  Ross,  born  in  1800,  died  June  13,  1S70,  and 
.they  had  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  but 
I  one  of  whom  grew  up  and  came  to  Hartford,  where 
I  jthey  became  well  known  and  prominent  people, 
j  The  mother  of  tliese  was  a  member  of  the  Congre- 

gational  Church. 
[  Charles  C.  Bill,  father  of  Judge  Albert  atter 
receiving  a  common-school  education,  canie  to  Hart- 
ford in  1847,  'ii^d  entered  the  employ  of  Roswell 
Blodgett.  At  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  was  taken 
into  partnership,  but  after  a  few  years  he  sold  out 
his  interest  and.  together  with  his  two  brothers, 
Francis  P.  and  Edwin  S.,  formed  the  present  firm 
of  Bill  Brothers,  in  wdiich  he  remained  until  i860, 
when  he  established  and  conducted  an  omnibus 
route  from  South  Green  to  the  North  cemetery. 
This  he  carried  on  for  a  few  years,  until  his  health 
became  impaired,  when  he  sold  out  and  purchased 
a  farm  at  Blue  Hills,  liartford,  which  he  con- 
ducted four  years ;  then  -going  to  New  Britain,  re- 
mained there  six  years,  after  which  he  removed  to 
Enfield,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  until  iS8r.  He 
then  returned  to  Hartford,  and  again  took  an  in- 
terest with  his  brothers  in  the  trucking  business, 
and  here  he  continued  until  his  death,  April  \h, 
1889.  Although  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
aflfairs  of  his  day,  he  refused  various  political  offices, 
though  for  a  time  he  served  as  assessor  for  th.e 
town  of  Enfield.  He  married  Julia  A.  Emerson,  born 
in  Enfield  in  1S35,  a  daughter  of  Simeon  Emerson, 
who  was  born  in  Thompson,  Conn.,  and  was  ;i 
farmer  there,  later  removing  to  Enfield,  where  he 
married  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Burbank.    Mr.  luner- 
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son  (.lied  at  the  a,q:c  of  seventy-seven,  his  wife  in 
iS()0.  Mrs.  r.ill  was  one  of  nine  children,  four  of 
whom  are  yet  hvinq-;  Mrs.  David  Roliinson,  of 
Windsijr  i,a  witiow):  James  11..  in  Enfield;  and 
Harriet  E.,  wife  of  Ethan  Sykes.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  C.  lliil  had  two  ehildren:  Albert  C.  and  len- 
nie  L.  The  parents  were  attendants  of  the  I'earl 
Street  Church. 

Judge  Albert  C.  r.ill  was  educated  in  the  En- 
field and  Hartford  high  schools,  and  studied  law 
at  Hartford  with  Hon.  Charles  H.  Briscoe.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Hartford  3.1ay  21,  1SS5; 
was  clerk  of  the  I'robatc  Conn  from  1SS7  to  )8Su: 
clerk  of  the  City  Police  Court  of  Hartford  from 
1S89  to  1893;  associate  jndge  of  the  City  Police 
Court  from  April,  1S93.  to  April,  1895,  and  jndge 
-of  the  Police  Court  since  April.  1S95.  Prom  1S90 
to  1892  he  was  councilman  from  the  old  Fourth 
ward  of  the  same  city.  [The  preceding  is  taken 
from  the  Civil  and  Judicial  History  of  Connecti- 
cut.] The  Judge  has  been  connected  with  the  Po- 
lice Court,  as  judge,  associate  judge,  and  clerk, 
longer  than  any  of  his  predecessors,  and  since  he 
first  came  on  the  Bench  the  number  of  cases  has 
increased  over  five  hundred  per  year.  In  the  vear 
1899  he  tried  two  thousand  cases.  The  firm  of  Bill 
■&  .Tuttle  was  organized  in  1893  for  the  transaction 
of  general  law  business.  Their  office  is  located  in 
one  of  the  finest  blocks  in  the  city,  and  they  occupy 
six  rooms. 

Judge  Bill  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  was 
-a  member  of  the  Republican  town  committee  in 
1892-93,  also  chairman  of  the  Republican  commit- 
tee of  the  old  Fourth  ward,  and  for  several  years 
took  an  active  part  in  politics,  but  since  going  on 
the  Bench,  in  1893,  he  has  kept  entirely  out  of  poli- 
tics. Fie  has  received  three  appointments  to  the 
Bench,  and  his  present  term  expires  in  1901. 

On  Oct.  29,  1S89,  Judge  Albert  C.  Bill  married 
Bessie  M.  Collins,  who  was  born  in  South  Windsor, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  William  A.  and  Xellie  (Phil- 
lips) Collins,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  farmer 
of  prominence.  They  had  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living:  ]\Irs.  Bill  and  Helena  ]M.  To 
Jndge  Bill  and  his  wife  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: Charles  Carroll,  Gladys  Collins.  Albert  Sey- 
mour and  Julia  Emerson.  The  family  attend  the 
iSouth  Congregational  Church. 

Judge  Bill  is  a  member  of  LaFavette  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M. ;  Pythagoras  Chapter.  R.  A.  M. ;  Wol- 
cott  Council.  R.  &  S.  ?^I. :  and  Washington  Com- 
Tnandery,  Knights  Templar ;  also  of  Charter  Oak 
"Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  (trustee  of  this  lodge  at  one 
time)  ;  Hartford  Lodge,  B.  P.  O.  E. ;  Wadsworth 
Lodge,  A.  O.  v.  W. ;  and  of  the  Hartford  County 
Bar  Association.  The  Judge  has  also  a  grand  mili- 
itary  record.  On  Dec.  i,  1884,  he  enlisted  in  the 
1st  Company,  Governor's  Foot  Guard,  was  shortly 
afterward  appointed  corporal,  from  which  he  was 
appointed  fourth  sergeant,  and  then  in  1891  electerl 
to  ensign  in  the  company.    On  July  31,  1891,  he 


was  appointed  adjtitant  upon  the  staff  of  ^Major  E. 
H.  Hyde;  elected  frcmi  the  rank  of  ensign  to  that 
of  third  lieutenant  of  the  company,  Xov.  27,  1891, 
also  holding  the  jxibition  of  adjutant.  On  May  iS, 
1S93,  1^^'  i)njmoted   from  third  lieutenant  to 

second  lieutenant ;  on  Xov.  23.  1896,  h.e  resigned 
■this  position,  and  Au.g.  13,  1897,  he  was.  by  request, 
placed  upon  the  retired  list,  where  he  still  remains 
as  a  retired  oflicer.  He  was  awarded  the  "Eleven 
Year  Service  JNIedal,"  and  also  the  prize  drill  bar 
of  this  organization.  On  Oct.  25,  1897,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  F,  ist  Regiment,  Connecticut  Xational 
Guard,  known  as  -the  "Hartford  City  Guard."  and 
on  April  16,  1898,  he  was  appointed  commissary 
sergeant  on  the  non-commissioned  staff  of  Col.  Bur- 
dette.  On  ]May  4,  189S,  he  was,  by  his  own  request, 
;transferred  back  to  the  city  guard,  and  on  ^lay  15. 
1899,  was  appointed  quartermaster-sergeant  by  Col. 
Burdette.  on  the  non-commissioned  staff'.  Here  he 
remained  until  June  23,  1899,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed paymaster,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant, 
on  the  staff  of  Col.  Edward  Schulze  (Col.  Burdette 
having  resigned),  commanding  ist  Regiment.  Con- 
necticut Xational  Guard.  On  July  22,  1899,  he 
was  promoted  from  paymaster  to  quartermaster,  on 
the  staff  of  Col.  Schulze,  with  the  same  rank,  which 
position  he  still  holds. 

HOX.  ELISHA  MORTOX  GRAXGER.  the 
present  representative  froin  the  town  of  East  Wind- 
sor in  the  State  Legislature,  is  a  man  whose  career 
shows  unusual  abilitv  and  sagacitv,  not  only  in  busi- 
ness lines  but  in  public  affairs,  and  in  addition  to 
being  a  successful  agriculturist  and  one  of  the  largest 
cattle  dealers  in  the  State  he  is  a  recognized  leader 
in  the  Republican  organization  in  his  locality. 

]Mr.  Granger  was  born  April  9,  1856,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  East  ^\'indsor,  where  his  family  have  been 
prominent  for  many  years.  Francis  H.  Granger, 
his  father,  was  a  native  of  East  W'indsor,  and  made 
his  home  there,  his  death  occurring  in  1868.  He 
married  3.1iss  Elizabeth  E.  ^lorton,  and  they  had 
nine  children,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy.  Of  the 
others,  Frank  E.  died  in  1874:  Elisha  ]\I.,  our  sub- 
ject, was  second  in  the  order  of  birth :  H.  D.  resides 
in  East  Hartford;  George  G.  died  in  1893:  V/illiam 
E.  conducts  a  meat  market  in  Broad  Brock:  Mary 
E.  married  Francis  Pierce,  of  South  \\'indsor :  and 
}vliss  INIabel  E.  resides  at  A\'apping,  Connecticut. 

As  our  subject  was  only  twelve  years  old  when 
his  father  died  he  began  to  realize  the  responsibili- 
ties of  life  earlier  than  most  boys.  He  remained 
v.  ith  his  widowed  motlier  at  the  old  Morton  home- 
stead until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when 
he  went  to  Junction  City,  Kans.,  and  engaged  in 
business  as  a  cattle  dealer,  making  purchases  in  dif- 
ferent i)arts  of  Texas,  Colorado  and  Kansas,  and 
shipping  herds  to  the  Eastern  markets.  After  seven 
\cars  he  returned  liome,  and  became  interested  in 
the  tv.v:.it  busin.ess  at  Broad  Brook  in  partnersh.ip 
with  his  brother,  William  E.,  the  firm  dealing  also 
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in  caitlc  to  M>inc  cxtonl.    In  iS<)4  he  soUl  liis  inter-  1 
est  to  liis  brutlier.  ;nul  ilcvoted  his  attenli(.)n  lo  deal-  ■ 
ins;  in  horse.s  and  eaule.  winch  he  still  eontiinies.  In  | 
l{>g(>  lie  Inuii^lu  the  jahez  Allen  farm,  ot  lOO  acres,  i 
located  ou.^lelrose  street,  iwai  miles  north  of  Broad  | 
Brook:  soon  afterward  he  added  the  Lunian  Allen  i 
farm,  of  l(->o  acres,  where  he  has  since  resided,  and  i 
later  the  Seth  Allen  place,  containing-  i_'5  acres,  i 
These  tracts  adjoin  his  honiesteail,  and  he  now  has  | 
•one  of  the  larg-est  and  most  vahnble  estates  in  the 
town.    His  farm  is  the  headqnarters  tor  his  cattle 
business,  from  150  to  200  head  leing  kept  there  all  ! 
th.e  time,  and  he  is  alsL">  engaged  in  general  farming 
'  and  tobacco  growing.    As  an  ardent  Repubhcan  he 
is  active  in  local  politics,  and  in  1892  he  was  elected 
first  selectman  of  Ea^t    Windsor,   his  colleagues 
being  Henry  ^\  .  Allen  and  George  A.  Ellis ;  he  has 
since  served  a  second  term  with  Frank  Thompson 
and  George  A.  Ellis,  and  a  third  term  with  ^Mr. 
Ellis  and  Henry  W.  Allen.    His  able  services  con- 
firmed the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  his 
fidelity  to  the  public  welfare,  and  in  189S  he  was 
chosen  to  the  Legislature. 

On  Xov.  5.  1890,  ~\[r.  Granger  married  ^liss 
Susan  A'ining,  daughter  of  ^lortimer  J.  Vining,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  East  Windsor,  and  thej-  have 
tv;o  children,  Dorothy  and  Elisha  'M.,  Jr. 

ROSWELL  BLODGETT,  of  Hartford,  is  de- 
scended from  (I)  Thoinas  Blodgett,  of  Cambridge, 
England,  w^ho  came  from  London  in  the  good  ship  ! 
"Increase,"  in  1635,  wath  his  wdfe  Susanna,  aged 
thirty-seven,  and  their  two  children:  Daniel,  aged 
four,  and  Samuel,  aged  one  and  one-half  years. 
Thomas  was  made  a  freeman  ^March  3,  1636,  in  or  : 
near  Boston.  ! 

(H)  Samuel  Blodgett  was  in  Woburn  in  1664.  ! 

(HI)  Thomas  Blodgett,  of  Woburn,  was  a  son  | 
of  Samuel. 

(IV)  Benoni  Blodgett.  son  of  Thomas,  came  to 
Windsor  from  Woburn.  He  was  born  in  1694,  and 
died  Feb.  4,  1773.    He  married  Abigail  Booth.  j 

(V)  Josiah  Blodgett,  son  of  Benoni,  was  born  j 
in  1724,  and  died  April  25,  1768.   On  Jan.  15,  1746,  | 
he  married  Abigail  Rood,  who  was  born  in  1720, 
and  died  June  16,  1776. 

(VI)  Rosw^ell  Blodgett,  son  of  the  above,  was 
"born  in  Windsor  Oct.  8,  1749,  and  died  May  28, 
1781.  He  married  April  25,  1770,  Hainiah  Bart- 
iett,  who  was  born  Xov.  18,  1746,  and  died  Jan.  19, 
1813. 

(VII)  Joseph  B.  Blodgett,  son  of  Roswell,  was  \ 
torn  in  Windsor  Dec.  3,  1780,  and  died  Dec.  27,  | 
1827.  He  married  Dec.  31,  1801,  Rhoda  Loomis,  I 
who  was  born  in  \\'indsor  Dec.  16,  1769,  and  died  j 
Oct.  29,  18-I4.  Joseph  B.  Blodgett  was  a  farmer  j 
in  Tolland  countv,  and  also  kept  a  hotel.  I 

(III)  Rosweil  Blodgett,  subject  of  this  l)iog-  | 
Taphy,  son  of  Joseph  B.,  was  born  in  East  Windsor  ; 
March  29,  1807,  one  of  a  family  of  six  children,  all  j 
■now  deceased.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Windsor, 


and  WL'rkcd  for  a  lime  at  stone  cutting  in  Bolton, 
after  which  he  learned  the  brick  making  trade  at 
Glastonbury.  From  there,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
vears,  he  removed  to  Hartford,  where  he  embarked 
in  the  trucking  business,  for  several  vears,  being  at 
the  head  of  the  transportation  line  between  Hartford 
and  Xew  Haven,  the  business  of  which  at  that  tiine 
was  all  done  by  teams.  In  this  he  continued  until  his 
retirement  from  active  life.  He  was  financially  in- 
interested  in  the  iron  business  of  Blodgett  &  Clapp, 
besides  in  other  enterprises :  was  a  director  of  the 
American  National  Bank,  of  the  Charter  Oak  Life 
Insurance  Co.,  and  of  the  Pratt  Whitnev  Co.  In 
politics  he  was  -  a  Republican,  and  he  served  in 
various  local  oftices  of  honor  and  trust,  such  as 
assessor  of  taxes,  in  the  common  council,  on  the 
central  school  connnittee,  and  as  a  member  of  Xo. 
5  Engine  Company.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
L'niversalist. 

On  Xov.  26,  1835,  Roswell  Blodgett  married 
Frances  Church,  who  was  born  in  Hartford,  a 
daughter  of  James  Church,  a  rope  maker,  who  was 
a  son  of  Caleb,  and  a  descendant  of  Richard  Church, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford ;  they  were 
farmers,  owning  land  in  or  near  the  old  Pavilion 
grounds.  ]Mr.  and  -\Irs.  Blodgett  had  seven  chil- 
dren, onlv  three  of  whom  are  living:  ]\Irs.  Francis; 
Jane  Frances,  wife  of  jNIilton  Santee,  of  Los  An- 
geles, Cal. ;  and  Roswell  F.,  who  is  secretary  of  the 
Pratt  &  Whitney  Co.  !Mrs.  Frances  (Church) 
Blodgett  was  tenth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a  family 
of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  are  still  livng  Abner 
(at  the  home  of  a  daughter)  and  ^Irs.  Stillman 
Xiles,  both  of  Hartford. 

JAMES  ULYSSES  TAIXTOR,  formerly  sec- 
retary of  the  Orient  Insurance  Co.  of  Hartford,  is 
in  the  eighth  generation  from  Capt.  Charles  Taintor, 
■the  founder  of  the  family  in  this  country,  the  line 
of  his  descent  being  through  ]\Iicael,  ]\Iicaiel!, 
r\Iicael,  Capt.  Charles,  Capt.  Xewdiall  and  Ralph 
S.  Taintor.  The  Taintor  family  is  of  Welsh  origin, 
and  the  Lord  family,  with  which  Mr.  Taintor  is 
connected  maternally,  is  of  Scottish  extraction. 
Both  families  are  of  Pilgrim,  rather  than  Puritan, 
tendencies. 

(I)  Charles  Taintor  was  in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  in 
1643;  also  son  ^licael,  and  daughter.  Flis  wife's 
name  is  unknown. 

(II)  }>Iicael  Taintor,  an  early'  settler  of  Bran- 
ford,  Conn.,  was  made  a  freeman  in  1668;  he  w-as 
a  leader  in  his  community,  and  w-as  frequently 
chosen  to  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  His  wife's 
name  was  Elizabeth,  but  her  family  name  is  un- 
known. 

(III)  Micaiell  Taintor,  son  of  ■Nlicael,  born 
in  October,  1652,  in  Branford,  married  (first)  A])ril 
3,  1679,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
Loomis,  of  Windsor,  Coim.  On  Aug.  26.  1097. 
he  married  (second)  Malxd  Olmstead,  widow  of 
Daniel  Butler.    Mr.  Taintor  was  a  member  of  th.e 


jfiii.'IV.'  jj 

'.">!'    '•  >  l:'. 

.Cur:.  ■    M.'  I,  :• 


'  '  (!■  ;• 

7,'!  ■ 


r::,'  i: 


87S 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


General  Assembly  from  Colehoster  tweiitv-six  ses- 
sions, ;uul  town  elcrk  from  its  settlement'  imtil  his 
tlcath.  in  1730.  lie  was  formerly  of  Branford,  then 
of  \\"in^Isor,  and  beeame  une  of  the  first  settlers  e.f 
Colchester. 

^1\  )  -Alieael  Taintor,  born  Sept.  6,  16S0,  at 
Windsor,  married  in  December,  171J,  lumice  Foote, 
of  \\"ethersfield.    Ho  died  in  1771. 

(\"  )  Capt.  Ch.arles  Taintor,  son  of  Micael,  born 
in  February,  1722-23,  married  in  August,  1766, 
Mary  Skinner,  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  Skinner, 
of  Westchester,  lie  died  in  1807  and  she  in  1822. 
lie  and  his  son,  Capt.  Xewhall,  were  strong,  in- 
fluential and  honored  citizens  in  the  communities  in 
which  they  lived,  were  leaders  in  public  life,  and 
frequently  chosen  to  positions  of  honor,  intluence 
and  trust. 

(M)  Capt.  Xewhall  Taintor.  son  of  Capt. 
Charles,  born  in  July,  1782,  at  Colchester,.  Conn., 
married  in  January,  1809,  Ruth  Smith,  of  Middle 
Haddam,  Conn.  She  was  a  descendant  of  Rev. 
Ralph  Smith,  who  in  Colonial  history  is  mentioned 
as  having  preached  before  Gov.  Winthrop  and  Gov. 
Bradford  on  the  occasion  of  an  important  confer- 
ence between  notable  representatives  of  the  Zviassa- 
chusetts  and  Plymouth  Colonies. 

Ralph  Smith  Taintor  was  born  Nov.  16, 
l8li,  in  Colchester,  Conn.  In  June,  1834,  he  was 
married  to  Phoebe  Higgins  Lord,  of  Lyme,  Conn., 
a  descendant  of  Thomas  Lord,  who  was  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Hartford,  and  from  whose 
family  the  section  of  the  city  familiarlv  known  as 
"Lord's  Flill"  received  its  name.  To  this  marriage 
were  born  children  as  follows :  Joseph  Lord,  born 
Sept.  21,  1835,  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  i860  ;  he 
married  in  1S62  Isalxd'a  Comstock,  of  Avon,  X. 
Y.  Ralph  Smith,  born  Sept.  25,  1S37,  married 
Sept.  3,  1862,  Isabella  Bryan,  of  Avon,  X.  Y. 
Phoebe  Lord,  born  in  June,  1S39.  married  !\Iarch 
5,  1862,  Edward  L.  Gates,  of  Colchester,  Conn. 
Charles  X'ewhall,  born  Xov.  28,  1840,  was  graduated 
from  Yale  in  1865 ;  he  married  April  23,  1S72, 
Georgiana  S.  Holden.  of  Xew  York  City.  James 
U.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Edward  Alichael, 
born  Aug.  17,  1846,  married  Aug.  26,  1868,  Anna 
Belle  McKinstrv,  of  X'ew  London,  Conn.  Judah 
Lord  was  born  !May  30,  1848.  Ruth  Smith,  born 
May  8,  1850,  married  Xov.  16,  1872,  E.  Wolcott 
Welles,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.  Mr.  Taintor  was 
a  member  of  the  State  Senate  in  1857.  He  died 
Oct.  22,  1892. 

James  Ulysses  Taintor,  son  of  Ralph  Smith 
Taintor,  Vv-as  born  Oct.  23,  1844,  in  the  town  of 
Pomfrct,  Conn.  In  his  fourth  year  his  father's 
family  moved  to  Colchester.  Conn.,  where  his  boy- 
hood was  passed.  He  attended  the  neighborhood 
district  school,  and  later  was  prepared  for  college  at 
Bacon  Academy,  Colchester.  Entering  Yale  College 
in  the  fall  of  1862,  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  'G6.  In  the  summer  of  1865,  the  year  jjrior  to 
his  graduation,  he  had  the  unique  honor  for  a  school 


boy  of  having  been  elected  and  serving  as  assistant 
clerk  of  the  Connecticut  Hcuse  of  Representatives. 
\oung  Taintor  \vas  clerk  of  the  H.Aise  the  fol'iou-- 
mg  year,  autl  in  1808  he  served  as  clerk  of  liie 
Senate.  For  a  period  in  1S69  he  was  interested  in  a 
fire  insurance  agency  in  2\ieriden,  Conn.,  and  ui 
July  of  the  same  year  he  became  adjuster  of  losses 
for  the  Pha-nix  Insurance  Co.  of  Hartford,  con- 
tinuing in  that  position  until  the  autumn  of  1881, 
at  which  time  he  was  called  to  the  home  oflicc  of 
that  company,  in  the  service  of  wliich  he  remained 
until  June,  1888.  At  that  date  he  was  made  .-ec- 
retary  of  the  Orient  Insuiance  Co.,  and  continued 
to  sustain  such  relations  with  the  company  until 
its  ownership  changed,  July  i,  1900. 

Mr.  Taintor  is  an  earnest  Republican  in  his 
political  affiliations,  and  at  times  he  has  taken  an  ac- 
tive part  in  the  altairs  of  tlie  party.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  City  Street  Commission  from  1888 
to  1894. 

On  Sept.  16,  1868,  ]\Ir.  Taintor  was  married  to 
Catherine  A.,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  V.  and  Au- 
gusta Ballard,  of  Colchester,  Conn.  She  di  d 
Sept.  5,  1875.  On  Oct.  23,  1878,  he  married  Isa- 
belle  Spencer,  of  Hartford.  Conn.  His  two  children 
are:  James  Spencer  and  Xelson  Case.  ^Ir.  Taintor 
has  been  a  member  of  the  2^Iasonic  Fraternity  since 
1866.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  and  of  the  Hartford  and  Republi- 
can Clubs.    Since  1869  he  has  resided  at  HacCford. 

HORACE  SPEXCER  (deceased),  ^^^s  one  of 
the  most  respected  citizens  of  West  Suffifcld,  and  by 
his  upright,  honorable  life  maintained  well  the  rep- 
utation of  a  family  which  has  long  been  held  in 
high  esteem  in  this  section. 

Mr.  Spencer's  ancestors  settled  in  X'ew  England 
at  an  earlv  day,  and  Thomas  Spencer,  cur  subject's 
grandfather,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Haddam, 
Conn.  Lancen  Spencer,  our  subject's  father,  was  a 
native  of  Haddam,  Conn.,  but  came  to  this  country 
in  early  manhood,  locating  in  the  town  of  Suffield. 
near  Risings  Corners,  where  he  acquired  a  large 
tract  of  land.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer,  and 
he  also  followed  the  wheelwright's  trade  for  many 
years.  Flis  honcstv  and  good  judgment  made  hi;;i 
respected  in  the  community,  and  he  was  chosen  t  ) 
represent  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  In  j><ji- 
itics  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat.  His  wife,  Cynthia 
Rising,  was  a  native  of  West  Sutifie.a,  and  a  dauglUer 
of  Joel  and  Ruth  Rising,  well-known  residents  of 
that  locality.  Thr^e  children  brightened  his  home: 
Tielson ;  Horace;  and  Caroline  who  married 

Thomas  Warner. 

Our  subject  was  mainly  self-educated,  having 
attended  district  school  only  in  his  ycuth.  and  his 
intelligence  was  seen  in  his  excellent  understanding 
of  the  general  current  events  of  the  day.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  work,  and  after  his  mother's  death 
lie  and  his  brother  Gelson  operated  the  homestead 
in  partnership  for  a  numlx-r  of  years.    Gelson  diec^ 
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uninarrioil,  aiul  our  subject  continued  the  manage- 
ment oi  Uk  estate  alone,  followinc;-  general  tannnig, 
anil  giving  es]Hoial  attention  to  dairying  and  tt^haeco 
culture.  I'roni  time  to  time  he  made  substantial 
impreivements,  so  that  it  is  now  :'.  valualilr  auij  at- 
tractive farm,  and  al  his  deaili  in  i8i)S.  he  left  it  to 
his  sister.  Mrs.  Warner.  In  reHgions  views  ho  was 
liberal,  and  his  temperate  haliiis  and  strictly  hon- 
orable business  methods  made  him  a  model  citizen. 
lie  was  married  in  Southwick,  Mass.,  to  .Miss  Tane 
Granger,  a  native  of  that  town,  and  a  woman  of  de- 
vout Christian  faith  and  life.  Siie  died  some  vears 
before  him,  a'ul  iluir  remains  ninv  re<i  in  a  ceme- 
tery in  West  Suffield. 

TiiOM.vs  W'.VKXER  (deceased)  was  for  manv 
years  a  Icadin.g  citizen  of  Rocky  Hill,  and  the 
following  brief  account  of  his  life  and  family  will  be 
of  general  !n..terest.  His  father.  John  W  arner,  was 
a  proniiner.t  agriculturist  of  the  town,  and  his  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  that  vicinity.  Born  and  reared 
on  a  farm,  Thomas  Warner  devotedi  his  attention 
to  agricultural  work,  and  his  fine  farm  in  Rocky 
Hill,  near  the  Wethersfield  line,  was  kept  in  an  ex- 
cellent state  of  cultivation  under  his  management. 
Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  he  did  not  seek 
office.  His  death  occurred  in  iSSo,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  Rocky  Hill  cemeterv.  In  1859  he 
married  ^liss  Caroline  ^l.  Spencer,  who  survives 
him,  and  still  resides  at  the  homestead  in  Rocky 
Hill.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the  IMcthodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  is  much  esteemed  for  her 
fine  mental  ability  and  womanly  qualities  of  char- 
acter. Of  their  five  children  (i)  Charles  G.,  who 
operates  the  Spencer  homestead  in  West  Suffield, 
married  a  ^liss  Harman,  of  Warnertown,  West  Suf- 
field; (2)  John  A.,  a  resident  of  Feeding  Hills, 
jMass.,  married  a  !Miss  Hedges;  (3)  Frank  C.  is  a 
farmer  in  Rocky  Hill;  (4)  William,  who  conducts 
the  homestead  in  Rocky  Hill,  married  ^liss  Julia 
Downs  (their  children  are  Albert  Francis  and 
Thomas)  ;  (5)  George  L.,  a  resident  of  Soutliwick, 
!Mass.,  married  a  ^diss  Dibble,  of  that  town. 

CHARLES  A.  REXXACKER,  one  of  the  en- 
terprising and  successful  merchants  of  Hartford, 
thotigh  yet  a  young  man  has  taken  high  rank  in  the 
clothing  and  furnishing  business  of  the  city.  In 
six  years'  time,  by  new  and  sound  business  prin- 
ciples, he  has  built  up  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
clothing  concerns  in  the  State,  and  his  store,  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  Asylum  and  Trumbull 
streets,  is  known  as  one  of  strictly  honorable  and 
reliable  dealing. 

Mr.  Rcnnacker  was  born  in  Chicago,  111.,  in 
1864,  and  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  was 
obliged  to  commence  work,  his  education  being 
mainly  obtained  in  the  hard  school  of  business  ex- 
perience. For  a  time  he  was  an  einploye  of  Will- 
oughby.  Hill  &  Co.,  the  clothiers  in  Chicago  who 
originated  the  "one-price  square  dealing"  motto,  by 
which  their  great  business  was  built  up,  and  here 


Mr.  Rcnnacker  got  an  insight  into  bu.^iness  pos>i- 
bilities  that  proved  an  inspiration.  Later  he  be- 
came a  buyer  for  tliC  Putnam  clothing  house,  alscv 
of  Chicago,  making  frequent  trips  to  Boston,  Xew 
York  and  other  Eastern  cities,  and  making  many 
acquaintances  there.  Liking  the  East,  and  sliip- 
ping  at  Hartford  on  one  of  his  trips,  he  became  in- 
terested in  "The  Hub  Clothing  Store,"  and  made  an 
offer  for  a  part  interest,  wdiich  was  accepted.  'ihi.> 
was  the  origin  of  the  firm  of  Rcnnacker  Co.,  of 
whch  Aliner,  Beal  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  were  silent 
;  partners.  Six  years  ago  our  subject  removed  from 
:  Chicago  to  Hartford,  and  has  been  a  resident  of 
j  that  nourishing  citv  e\er  since.  In  July,  iSy9,  Air. 
Rcnnacker  purchased  the  interest  of  his  partners, 
becoming  sole  proprietor,  and  he  has  sticceedcd  in 
gaining  and  maintaining  the  good-will  of  the  gen- 
eral iiublic.  In  fact,  r.e  has  neen  remarkably  suc- 
cessful, and  the  future  doubtless  contains  much 
:  greater  successes  for  him — as  square  dealing  brings 

its  own  reward. 
I  ]Mr.  Rcnnacker  is  a  man  of  genial  spirit  and 
I  friendly  ways,  possessed  of  a  generous  heart  and 
kind  impulses ;  his  clerks  are  his  friends,  and  ex- 
1  cursions,  holiday  and  athletic  tourneys  have  been. 
;  much  encouraged  by  him.  He  organized  and  main- 
tained a  base-ball  nine,  wdiose  games  will  long  be 
:  remembered,  in  which  connection  it  must  not  be  for- 
j  gotten  that  he  was  also  one  of  the  foremost  in  advo- 
'  eating  the  welcome  summer  half-holidavs.  In  a  word, 
1  ]Mr.  Rcnnacker  is  ever  ready  to  assist  m  any  enter- 
!  prise  that  will  benefit  the  people  of  his  adopted  city. 
I  The  push  of  the  Western  business  man's  methods,. 
I  seasoned  with  the  sound  conservatism  of  the  East — 
!  together  they  form  a  combination  against  wdiich  no 
!  incorporation,  however  strong,  can  hope  to  win. 
i  On  August  II,  1887,  !Mr.  Rcnnacker  was  mar- 
I  ried  to  3>Iinnie  B.,  daughter  of  James  H.  and  Fanny 
I  Joslyn,  of  Kenosha.  Wis.,  and  they  have  three  ch.il- 
I  dren:  ]\Iabel  J.,  born  July  8,  1888;  Clarence  A., 
[  born  Jan.  7,  1892;  and  H.  Everett,  born  July  2,. 
1897. 

Fraternally  IMr.  Rcnnacker  is  a  member  ot  St. 
John's  Lodge",  Xo.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Pythagoras 
Chapter,  Xo.  17,  R.  A.  M.\  Wplcott  Council,  Xo. 
I,  R.  &  S.  !M.;  Washington  Commandery,  Xo. 
I,  Knights  Templar;  and  Sphinx  Temple,  A.  A. 
O.  X.  ]M.  S. ;  he  is  also  a  charter  member  of  Sum- 
mit Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  member  of  B.  H.  Webb 
Council, "Xo.  702,  Royal  Arcanum;  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  having  been  a  charter  member  of  Cutler 
Lodge,  K.  P. ;  of  Chicago  Council,  Xational  Union  ;. 
and  of  the  Hartford  Yacht  Club. 

EDWIX  CHARLES  BISHOP.  That  man  suc- 
ceeds who  thoroughly  knows  his  business,  believes- 
in  it,  and  works  unceasingly  in  its  extension.  Mr. 
Bishop  is  a  well-known  m.anufacturer  of  ladders  at 
Hartford.  From  his  father  he  learned  all  the  details- 
relating  to  the  business,  and  is  enthusiastically  de- 
voted to  it.  Since  he  has  assumed  full  management 
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vi  tlio  \vorks  ho  is  ]>rohaMy  the  Iiosl-known  laclilcr 
inaiuiiactiucr  in  the  L'nitcd  States. 

Mr.  r.ishop  was  horn  in  I'.oston.  Mass.,  March 
28.  i8(>o,  son  of  Carlos  K.  Bisliop,  wlio  is  a  native 
ul  Stanstead.  Oui  Ikc.  (  )ur  subject  sixnt  liis  earlv 
years  with  Iiis  la;her.  residing;"  in  r.i>>t'in  and  I'rovi- 
ilence.  and  then  eoniini;-  with  his  parents  to  Hart- 
ford, wliere  he  was  educated  in  tl:e  yraniniar  seliool, 
later  entering  a  business  college  in  Stanstead, 
IVovinoe  of  Ouebee,  where  lie  took  a  commercial 
course.  Returning-  to  Hartfiird  he  acquired,  umler 
:thc  direction  of  his  father,  a  knowleilge  of  llie  prac- 
tical side  of  the  manufacture  of  ladders.  Then, 
taking"  a  wagun,  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  sales- 
man, driving  over  all  tiie  various  routes  covered  bv 
tb.e  eight  wagons  of  the  father,  taking  the  places 
of  tliC  ditlerent  men  and  becoming  acciuainted  with 
tb.e  many  customers  throughout  the  Xew  England 
States,  and  also  in  tb.e  State  of  Xew  York.  This 
commercial  work  he  followed  some  fifteen  vears, 
visiting  during  that  time  nearlv  every  tov.-n  of  anv 
importance  in  these  States.  In  1S88  he  purchased 
a  half  interest  in  the  business  and  became  manager, 
^in  which  position,  associated  with  his  father,  he 
continued  until  1S92,  since  which  time  he  has  con- 
ducted the  business  individually.  His  trade  has  in- 
creased greatly,  and  he  is  now  running  fifteen 
wagons,  keeping  two  additional  salesmen,  who  travel 
upon  the  road  and  take  orders  from  the  wholesale 
trade,  lie  has  a  trade  extending  all  over  the  United 
States,  has  made  a  number  of  mprovements  in  the 
ladders,  has  taken  out  several  patents,  and  ranks  as 
one  of  the  foremost  manufacturers  of  Hartford. 

Mr.  Bishop  married,  in  1885,  Marv  E.  Pelton, 
a  native  of  Somers,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Asa  Pelton. 
a  prominent  farmer  in  tb.at  locality.  In  politics  Mr. 
Bishop  is  a  stanch  Republican. 

HON.  SA^IUEL  OUIXCY  PORTER,  an  hon- 
ored and  highlv  esteemed  citizen  of  Unionvilie.  be- 
longs to  a  prominent  old  English  family  v.diose  coat 
of  arms  were:  Sable,  three  church  bells,  argent; 
canton,  ermines;  motto — rigilaiitia  ct  J'lrtiis. 

Mr.  Porter  traces  his  ancestrv  back  to  William 
de  la  Port,  also  called  William  de  la  Grande,  a 
Roman  Knight,  who  went  to  iuigland  at  tlie  time 
of  the  Conquest  in  the  train  of  Williaiii  th.e  Con-  . 
queror.  From  him  the  line  's  trac.-l  thr-in',Th  the 
following:  (H)  Ralph  de  la  Port;  (HI)  Robert  de 
la  Port;  (IV)  Hugh  de  la  Port,  who  married  a 
daughter  of  William  Russell:  (  \' )  John  Porter,  of 
Markham,  England,  who  niarricd  a  dangh;er  of 
Gardiner,  of  Bishop  Xorton ;  (  \T  )  John  Porter: 
(VH)  Augustine  Porter,  of  Belton,  who  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Smyihe :  (VHI)  John 
Porter:  flX)  William  Porter,  of  Wryhall, 
who  married  Jane  Bussey;  (X)  John  Porter, 
the  frunder  of  the  family  in  the  Xew  World,  who 
was  born  in  1500,  and  in  1O33,  with  his  wife  Rose, 
came  to  X'ew  England,  two  years  later  becoming 
one  of  the  founders  of  Windsor,  Conn. ;  (XI)  Sam- 


uel i'orter,  born  in  England  in  i6j6,  who  married 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Stanley,  of  Hartford, 
and  in  ib^i.)  removed  to  Ihidley,  ^lass..  where  he 
died  in  !o8o:  (  XII  I  Samuel  Porter,  born  in  1660, 
who  married  Joanna  Cooke,  of  Iladlev,  Feb.  22, 
10S3;  (^Xlll)  Elea;a^r  i'orter,  born  Feb.  28,  i6c>8, 
who  married  Sarah  Pitkin;  (XIV)  Eleazer  Porter, 
born  June  27,  1728,  who  married  Susannah,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Jonathan  PZdwards,  of  X'^orthampton, 
^lass. :  (X\  I  William  Porter,  born  Dec.  9,  1703,  a 
mercliant,  farmer  and  physician,  who  died  in  old 
Hadley,  ?^Iass.,  about  1S68.  The  latter  first  married 
Eois  Eastman,  by  whom  he  had  two  children:  John 
and  William  (the  father  of  our  subject).  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Charlotte  \Villiams. 

(XM)  William  Porter  was  born  in  Hadley, 
^lass.,  Xov.  14.  1792,  and  was  graduated  at  Will- 
iams College  in  18 13.  He  became  a  prominent  and 
successful  attorney  of  Lee,  Mass.,  antl  from  1844 
until  1852  v.-as  district  attornev  for  the  four  west- 
ern counties  of  that  State.  .  He  also  became  an  im- 
portant factor  in  public  affairs,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Lower  House  and  State  Senate  of  3.1assachusetts. 
In  politics  he  was  a  ^\'hig.  Fie  died  in  Lee.  Feb. 
II,  1853,  and  his  wife,  ^lary  Ann  Ouincy,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Ouincy,,  of  Lenox,  }\Iass.,  died  Dec.  2, 
1835.  They  had  four  children:  William,  born  Jan. 
10,  1820,  has  been  a  professor  in  Beloit  College, 
Beloit,  Wis.,  for  the  past  fifty  years;  Dr.  William 
Porter,  Jr.,  of  Hartford.  Conn.,  and  Prof.  Frank  C. 
Porter,  of  the  Divinity  School  at  X'ew  Haven.  Conn., 
are  his  sons.  Samuel  Quincy,  our  subject,  is  next 
in  the  family.  Charlotte,  born  in  1823,  died  in 
1838.  IMary  Weld,  born  }ilarch  2,  1S24,  married 
Frank  Chamberlain. 

(XATI  )  Sanuiel  O.  Porter,  orr  subject,  was  born 
in  Lee,  ]Mass.,  May  31,  182 1,  and  his  early  school 
davs  were  passed  at  that  place  and  at  old  Hadley, 
}tlass.  When  a  young  man  he  clerked  in  a  grocery 
store  in  Lee,  and  later  engaged  in  general  mercantile 
business  there  for  four  years.  In  1847  he  came  to 
Unionvilie,  Conn.,  and  later  with  \\'illiam  Platner 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fine  writing  paper, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Platner  &  Porter.  In  1853 
the  style  was  changed  to  the  Platner  &  Porter  IManu- 
facturing  Co.,  and  our  subject  remained  a  member  of 
the  firm  until  1877,  when  he  retired  from  the  busi- 
ness. The  niill  is  still  operated  under  the  old  name, 
but  by  different  owners. 

Besides  the  ancestors  alreadv  mentioned.  Mr. 
Porter  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  descent  from 
Thomas  Hooker,  William  Westwood,  Thomas 
Stanley,  Timothy  Stanley  and  Ozias  Goodwin. 

On  'Slay  31,  184S.  ~Mr.  Porter  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ^liss  Maria  Hulbcrt,  of  Lee,  Mass.,  bv 
whom  he  had  two  children:  (  i)  IMary  Weld  is  now 
the  wife  of  William  P.  P.eardsley,  of  .\uburn,  X\ 
v.,  and  they  have  two  children.  .Mice  Taylor  and 
Glover.  (2)  William  dicfl  in  infancv.  Mr.  Porter 
was  again  married,  in  Farmington,  Conn.,  in  i86r, 
his  seCDiid  union  being  with  Miss  Frances  A.  Snn'th, 
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and  to  tlicin  wore  born  six  children :  Saniucl  O.,  Jr., 
a  resident  ot  Iowa,  who  is  niarnctl  and  lias  one  ^on, 
James  Alwood;  Kate  iinlbert,  who  aied  in  infancy; 
ElizalK'lh  Uuincy ;  lieiiry  Jluli>eit,  a  resident  ot 
Kcw  York  Lil>  ;  1  "ranees  Morgan,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  and  Lucy  t  i. 

rublic-spirued  and  progressive,  'Sir.  t'orler  has 
taken  a  very  active  pan  in  liie  improvement  of  his 
town,  and  most  of  the  hne  shade  trees  of  the  village 
were  set  out  by  him  many  }  ears  ago.  He  has  also 
been  prominenily  identitied  with  public  affairs.  Jn 
i860  he  was  a  member  of  the  convention,  held  at 
Chicago,  that  nominated  Lincoln,  and  he  was  an  in- 
fluential member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  18O9, 
1870,  18S1,  1882  and  1899.  He  also  served  as 
savings  bank  commissioner  in  iSSi  and  18S2.  After 
a  useful  and  honorable  career  he  can  well  afford  to 
lay  aside  all  business  cares  and  spend  his  declining 
years  in  ease  and  retirement. 

REV.  GEORGE  ^L\RMX  STOXE,  D.  D.' 
pastor  of  the  Asylum  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  of 
Hartford,  has  filled  the  pulpit  of  that  church  for 
more  than  twenty-one  years,  and  his  strong  per- 
sonality has  deeply  impressed  itself  upon  the  relig- 
ious history  of  Connecticut.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  Dec.  10,  1834,  at  Strongville,  in  the  Western 
Reserve,  and  the  grandson  of  an  early  emigrant 
from  \'ermont. 

Ebenezer  and  Anah  (Ferry)  Stone,  the  paternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  migrated  with  their 
family  from  the  old  farm  in  \'ermont  to  Ohio  in 
1823,  and  became  pioneers  in  the  W  estern  Reserve. 
The  family  came  originally  from  Somersetshire, 
England,  and  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America 
settled  at  Cambridge,  INIass.,  soon  after  the  Pilgrims 
came  over.  In  religious  belie*'  Ebenezer  and  Anah 
Stone  had  been  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  but  after  their  settlement  in  Ohio  joined 
the  Episcopal  Church.  They  had  a  family  of  four 
sons.  Both  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  Ebenezer  to 
the  age  of  eighty,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  to  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

Marvin  E.  Stone,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Hinesburg,  Vt.,  and  in  1823  migrated  with 
his  parents  to  Ohio.  He  married  Hannah  West, 
and  to  them  were  born  nine  children,  of  whom 
George  Marvin,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest.  Mr. 
Stone  followed  farming  at  Strong\'ille,  Ohio,  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  resulted,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years,  from  an  accident  caused  by  a 
horse  running  away. 

The  early  settlers  in  Ohio  were  men  of  integrity 
and  moral  fiber.  They  came  very  largely  from  Con- 
necticut, and  the  old  familiar  names  of  Hartford 
were  reproducecl  in  and  about  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Dr. 
Stone's  earliest  recollections  are  comiected  with  the 
felling  of  great  forest  trees,  and  the  burning  of 
great  piles  of  wood  to  clear  the  ground  for  sowing 
wheat.  Hartford  was  often  mentioned  in  the  fam- 
ily, for  in  that  city  dwelt  the  man  who  held  the  mort- 


I  gage  on  the  home  farm.    This  mortgage  clouded 
!         Stone's  early  life,  and  ii  was  a  (.lav  of  jubilee 
I  when  the  last  payment  was  made, 
j        .\t  the  age  of  htteen,  i^r.  Stone  began  life  for 
I  liimseli  m  the  city  of  Clevclana.    I  lis  tirst  occupa- 
I  tion  was  that  of  selling  papers,  and  here  it  mav  be 
said  parenthetically,  that  Dr.  Stone  has  a  soft  spot 
in  his  heart  for  the  newsboys.    At  the  Post  dinner 
in  Hartford  to  these  young  merchants,  he  was  an 
interested  spectator,  one  ot  the  few  who  could  ap- 
preciate their  feelings.    When  sixteen  years  of  age. 
Dr.  Stone  was  at  work  in  the  office  of  The  True 
Dcaiocra'.    nuw    the    Clcz'cland   Leader,    and  at 
eighteen  he  had  become  one  of  its  local  editors.  The 
taste  for  a  journalistic  career,  acquired  thus  early, 
has  never  deserted  the  reverend  gentleman,  and  he 
has  done  a  great  deal  of  writing  for  the  religious 
and  secular  press  since  that  time. 

The  True  Demoerat  was  intensely  anti-slavery 
in  its  political  complexion,  and  the  young  editor 
found  himself  very  much  interested  in  the  stirring 
I  political  events  of  that  period,  being  connected  with 
such  men  as  Joseph  2\Iedill  and  Alfred  Cowles.  In 
the  campaign  of  1852,  he  made  a  number  of  ad- 
dresses for  Hale  and  Julian,  the  Free-Soil  nominees. 
While  engaged  in  newspaper  life,  he  joined  the  Sec- 
ond Baptist  Church  in  Cleveland,  and  soon  after  de- 
cided to  devote  his  life  to  the  ministry.  He  had  no 
funds  with  which  to  gain  the  required  education, 
and  decided  to  engage  m  school  teaching  for  a  time. 
Hearing  of  an  opening  in  Kentucky,  he  went  there 
and  applied  for  the  position.  This  section  was  in 
the  slavery  district,  and  the  young  man  soon  realized 
what  a  mistake  he  had  made.  The  school  committee, 
in  examining  him,  asked  him  what  his  record  was, 
and  when  he  replied  that  he  came  from  the  Xorth  the 
information  was  received  in  silence  and  with  dark- 
ened faces.  "How  are  you  on  the  main  issue?"  was 
the  next  question,  but  the  examination  luckily  went 
no  further  that  day.  At  night  in  his  bed  Dr.  Stone 
began  to  examine  his  own  record  in  the  light  of 
the  events  of  that  day,  and  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
prominently  identified  with  an  anti-slavery  paper, 
and  made  addresses  in  Ohio  for  the  Free-Soil  can- 
didates, came  to  him  with  all  its  significatice  and  pos- 
sible danger.  He  decided  that  the  "record"  need 
never  be  completed  before  that  examining  board  of 
school  committeemen.  In  the  morning  he  told  his 
landlady  that  he  would  go  up  to  Lexington  to  attend 
i  to  some  business  there,  and  started  at  once.  He 
visited  Henry  Clay's  grave,  which  was  then  a  fresh 
one.  From  Lexington  he  took  the  train  for  Paris, 
Ky.,  arriving  there  penniless,  but  determined  to 
reach  the  Ohio  border  as  soon  as  possible.  Fie  was 
j  given  food  and  shelter  by  a  kind-hearted  innkeeper, 
who  long  ago  received  every  penny  that  was  due 
her,  and  Dr.  Stone  arrived  safely  on  Ohio  soil.  In 
recalling  this  incident,  he  says  that  the  fact  that  he 
was  once  homeless  and  friendless,  without  a  pennv 
to  purchase  the  necessities  of  life,  has  ever  since 
given  him  sympathy  for  tramps.    Xo  one  who  has 
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iicwr  cxiXTicnccd  tiu>  sciisatiun,  can  I'ullv  apprc- 
4:iatc  wliai  ii  iiieaiis. 

Dr.  Mono  soon  foniul  an  opportunily  to  onttr 
Williston  Seminary  ai  iui?,;  llar.ipton,  .Uass.,  and 
later  cnicreJ  ^iadison  {v.ow  Cul-^inc )  L'lnvorsiiv,  at 
Hamilton,  X.  Y.,  where  lie  grailuated  in  1858,  with 
the  deyree  of  A.  U.  i  ic  .--tudied  tor  the  ministry  at 
the  Hamilton  Theological  Seminary,  and  was  soon 
alter  called  to  Danbnry,  Conn.,  wiiere  he  preached 
as  a  student.  He  was  ordained- tlK-re  hi  September, 
1800,  Dr.  rurnbuH,  of  Hartford,  preachmg  the 
sermon.  He  contmued  at  Danbnry  iuv  seven  years, 
liaving  a  most  sncci-s.>-ful  pastorate,  but  ill  health 
compelled  him  to  gi\c  it  up,  and  in  Septcirdjcr, 
1SO7,  he  removed  to  Minnesota,  becoming  pastor  of 
ihe  First  JJaptist  Church  of  Wmona,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years  and  a  half. 

In  1S70  Dr.  Stone  was  called  to  the  Jefterson 
Street  JJaptist  Church  in  .Milwaukee,  W  is.,  and  in 
iSy2  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinitv 
from  the  Chicago  University.    After  a  pastorate 
in  ^klilwaukee  of  three  years  and  a  half,  he  returned 
to  the  East,  and  settled  with  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Tarrytown-on-the-Hudson,   X.  Y.,  in  September, 
1S73.    In  June,  1879,  accepted  a  call  to  the  Asylum 
Avenue  Baptist  Church  in  Hartford,  where  he  has 
remained  ever  since,  a  record  which  is  exceeded  by 
only  one  Baptist  minister  in  the  State.    Since  he 
came  to  Hartford.  Dr.  Stone  has  been  called  to  three 
■other  churches,  once  to  Norwich,  once  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  and  once  to  .uinneapolis,  to  succeed  tlie 
Rev.  Dr.  H.  C.  INIabie,  now  the  secretary  of  the 
Baptist     Missionary     L'nion.      Before  deciding 
whether  to  accept  or  decline  this  call.  Dr.  Stone  went 
to  Minneapolis  to  look  over  the  field.    In  a  sermon 
preached  there  the  Doctor  referred  to  his  attach- 
ment at  Hartford,  saying  that  for  eleven  years  he 
Jiad  served  his  congregation  there,  that  his  dead 
were  there,  and  that  strong  associations  tended  to 
-bind  him  to  that  locality.    He  decided  later  to  re- 
main at  Hartford,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his 
congregation. 

Dr.  Stone's  long  pastorate  at  Hartford  has  been 
an  eminently  successful  one.  That  he  is  highly 
esteemed  and  beloved  bv  his  congregation  is  too 
well-known  to  need  mention.  Since  his  pastorate 
began,  the  church  has  been  enlarged  to  twice  its 
form.er  size,  and  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  in  the 
city.  The  present  membership  is  over  250,  and 
the  records  of  the  church  show  a  steadv  growth 
■since  Dr.  Stone's  installation.  In  term  of  service  he 
is  third  among  all  the  pastors  of  the  city. 

It  is  not  alone  as  a  pastor  and  clergyman  that 
Dr.  Stone  is  known.  His  marked  literary  tastes  and 
abilities  have  given  him  prominence  as  a  writer, 
"both  in  prose  and  in  poetry.  He  is  fond  of  travel, 
and  has  utilized  the  results  of  his  observations  in 
lectures  and  letters  to  the  Press,  which  have  attracted 
wide  attention.  He  has  contributed  quite  frequent- 
ly to  the  Press.  Dr.  Stone  has  made  a  number  of 
visits  to  Europe,  and  has  made  researches  in  Egypt 


:  and  the  Holy  Land.  In  iSw  he  went  to  Alaska, 
I  gathering  inlormation  about  tiiat  then  little  known 
■  country,  which  ha.-  proved  very  valuable.  His  lec- 
;  lures  on  Alaska  I'.ave  been  repeated  thirteen  times  in 
!  Hartford,  Boston  and  elsewhere. 

in  1884  Dr.  Stone  made  a  journey  tnrough  the 
;  \elIowstone  Xalional  I'ark,  and  what  he  saw  there 
J  has  been  told  in  an  interesting  manner  in  the  Ilart- 
j  ford  Post  and  in  magazines.  His  letters  from 
;  Europe  to  the  .W-re  i'or/v  E.vair.incr,  and  his  "\'aca- 
I  tion  Tour  in  Alaska,"  wiiich  appeared  in  tlie  same 
I  paper,  attracted  much  attention.  A  recent  series 
I  of  letters  in  the  Exaiumcr,  entitled  "From  Ocean 
I  Ocean,  '  giving- his  observations  on  a  tuur  across 
i  the  continent,  were  also  read  with  interest. 

Perhaps  Dr.  Stone  is  as  well  known  as  an  author 
in  connection  with  his  book  "Public  Uses  of  the 
Bible"  as  in  any  otlicr  way.  This  is  a  study  of 
Biblical  elocution,  and  was  published  as  the  result 
of  the  writer's  experiences  and  discoveries,  after 
many  years  of  public  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
i  he  book  has  been  very  favorably  commented  on, 
by  eminent  authorities,  and  is  now  used  as  a  text- 
book in  some  -nstitutions  of  learning.  Dr.  Stone 
has  delivered  many  very  able  sermons.  Two  of  the 
most  interesting,  "Reason  for  Our  Faith"  and  "The 
Historical  Facts  Expressed  in  Baptism,"  have  been 
cordially  received. 

Atronomy  is  one  of  the  sciences  in  which  the 
Doctor  is  deeply  interested,  and  an  illustrated  maga- 
zine article  entitled  "A  Night  at  the  Lick  Observa- 
tory," has  been  read  by  many.  "The  Legend  of 
Winona,"  from  his  pen,  attracted  very  favorable 
mention,  and  "The  White  City,"  reprinted  below,  is 
considered  a  gem  in  its  way,  being  perhaps  the  best 
thing  written  by  him. 

THE  WHITE  CITY. 

The  inland  sea  was  shinimerinc:  in  the  light 
Of  morn.    Soft-veiled  and  mystically  fair, 

Lake  wand  creations  to  enchanted  sight, 
Turret  and  cope  seemed  hung  in  air. 

The  murmur  and  joy  of  people  came 

At  noon.    Within  the  palaces  thev  see 

Fabric  and  wheel,  and  art's  wide  fame. 
The  parliament  of  man  made  free. 

What  genii  wrought  to  form  this  glow 

At  night  ?    The  constellations  of  the  sky 

Have  ramed  their  tiery  orbs  below. 

Relighting  lamps  that  shone  on  high. 

Dr.  Stone  has  delivered  many  lectures  and  public 
addresses.  One  of  the  best  of  these  was  his  Me- 
morial Day  address  before  the  Grand  Army  vet- 
erans, at  the  Foot  Guard  armory,  several  years  ago. 
In  1896,  when  the  Cleveland  (  Ohio)  delegation  was 
entertained  at  Hartford,  Dr.  Stone  delivered  an 
address  which  was  particularly  pleasing.  Dr.  Stone 
is  one  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Connecticut 
Literary  Institute,  at  Suffiedl :  he  was  president  of 
the  Pastors'  Conference  of  Connecticut  for  two 
years,  and  is  one  of  tne  trustees  of  the  State  Con- 
vention Board  of  Missions  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
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In  iSS_^  iS8-4  \w  was  cluiplain  of  the  C\iniiccti- 
ciit  vi  Koiircscmativcs. 

In  iS'W  Hi'.  Mouc  -.r.arricd  .'\'Li^s  Ahliie  li.  Scclcy, 
<>:  i '..a'' 'U  .\aiiiaii  >c;'k'y  ot  ilic  i^anhurv 
Cliurcli.  SIk-  Ix'loni;:^  to  the  same  family  of  which 
r:c^i'i(.nt  Si'clcy  of  Smith  College  is  a  member. 
Mrs.  .^toiie  is  uiic  of  three  children,  two  of  whom 
aif  livintr.  ii^^'r  I'rother.  K.  S.  Seeley,  is  a  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Taylor  Scclcy,  well-known  hat 
nianufacturer.s  of  New  York,  iler  parents  were 
ii;eml)ers  of  the  Uaptist  L'liurcli.  in  wliieh  tlie  fath.er 
was  a  deacon  for  ntany  years,  a  very  venerable 
niati.  wlio  has  always  taken  a  very  active  part  in 
cluncli  matter-.  ^Ir^.  .'~^i  jne".-  w  jrlc  oiitsi''e  of  t!ic 
churcli  has  been  very  extensive.  She  is  closely 
identified  with  numerons  charitable,  benevolent  and 
missionary  enterprises.  She  has  been  president  of 
the  McAll  mission  auxiliary  in  the  city,  and  was  for 
eighteen  years  secretary  of  the  Women's  Christian 
A^s-ociation  in  Hartford,  of  which  she  is  now  vice- 
president. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  have  one  son,  \\"ilbur  M. 
Stone,  who  studied  in  a  private  school  in  Tarrytown, 
X.  Y.  After  coming  to  Hartford  he  served  an  ap- 
])renticeship  in  the  machine  department  of  the  Pratt 
^:  Whitney  works,  and  then  studied  mechanical  en- 
i^ineering.  He  also  spent  one  year  at  Stevens  In- 
stitute, Hoboken,  X'.  J.  He  is  now  holding  a  re- 
sponsible position  with  F.  H.  Richards,  of  X'ew  York, 
as  a  mechanical  engineer.  He  married  (firsts  Miss 
Carrie  \Vatson,  who  died  shortly  after  marriage. 
For  his  second  wife  he  wedded  Lillian  Newton,  of 
Hartford,  by  whom  he  has  three  children :  ^Malcolm. 
Pauline  and  Kenneth. 

Dr.  Stone  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  X'ew  York  ^linisters'  Home,  repre- 
senting the  State  of  Connecticut  on  this  board.  He 
has  delivered  a  great  number  of  addresses  before  dif" 
ferent  associations  upon  a  large  varietv  of  subjects. 
For  manv  vears  he  has  been  closelv  identified  with 
Bible  reading  throughout  this  State. 

That  Dr.  Stone  fills  a  very  large  place  in  the  city 
is  evident.  Perhaps  no  better  estimate  of  his  char- 
acter and  usefulness  may  be  had,  than  that  pub- 
lished in  the  New  York  Herald  some  time  ago.  It 
said  in  part:  "His  counsel  is  generally  sought  in  all 
local  and  State  moral  and  educational  and  religious 
work,  and  he  is  ever  at  the  front  in  all  movements 
for  the  good  of  men,  holding  positions  in  all  the 
important  State  boards  of  the  denomination.  In 
the  pulpit  he  is  a  forceful  preacher,  and  his  utter- 
ances are  marked  by  the  sweetness  of  spirit,  the 
breadth  of  view,  of  one  who  loves  his  fellow  men." 

SILAS  CHAPMAN  (deceased),  who  for  many 
years  held  a  leading  place  among  the  merchants  of 
Hartford,  was  born  in  that  city  June  28,  1815,  son 
of  Silas  and  Betsey  Crosby  f^Iurphy  )  Chapman. 

Dnring  his  earlv  life  yir.  Chapman  made  his 
home  in  the  family  of  J.  W.  Dimock,  with  whom  he 
learned  the  details  of  the  merchant  tailor's  business. 


I  Un  Jan.  i,  1S37,  he  bought  a  half-interest  in  Mr. 
f  Dimoek's  Imsiness,  Inu   the  partnership  was  dis- 
'  solved  in  i^'-i^.  and  on  Jan.  1,  18.14.  1'^'  became  as- 
1  ^oeialed  with  11.  W.  Williams,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Lhapman  &  Williams.    They  dissolved  partner- 
;  ship  on  Jan.  i.  1848,  and  at  the  close  of  that  year 
i  the  following  paragraph  was  recorded  in  ^Ir.  Chap- 
:  man's  note  book :    The  year  1S4S  was  the  first  year 
i  I  did  business  alone  and  under  my  own  manage- 
!  ment,  and  the  profits  resulting  show-  pretty  conclu- 
si\  ely  that  the  ship  of  co-partnership  has  been  to  me 
j  for  eleven  years  past  a  profitless  bark  to  sail  in." 
I  Air.  Chapman's  taste  and  skill  in  his  business  rcn- 
i  dered  his  establishment  one  of  the  most  popular  of 
its  kind  in  the  city  among  fashionable  voung  men 
of  that  day.    In  1S54  a  pulmonary  attack  accom- 
panied by  hemorrljage  came  near  proving  fatal,  and 
compelled  him  to  abandon  his  business,  which  was 
bought  by  William  H.  Kelsey.    After  his  recovery 
he  became  secretary  of  the  board  of  water  commis- 
sioners, and  proved  an  active,  excellent  and  useful 
oftlcer.    His  urbanity  and  cheerfulness  made  his 
company  pleasant,  while  his  known  integrity  gave 
him  the  confidence  of  all  classes  of  citizens.  Mr. 
Chapman  was  for  nearly  forty  years  a  leading 
member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  his  death, 
Nov.  14,  1876,  was  a  great  loss  to  the  society. 

On  Jan.  3,  1838,  'Mr.  Chapman  married  Alaria 
F.,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Octavia  (Clark)  Pitkin. 
She  was  born  Dec.  14,  181 5,  and  died  July  7,  1893. 
leaving  one  son,  Silas  Chapman,  Jr. 

SiL.\s  CiiAPM.vx,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Hartford  Sept. 
2,  1845,  ^rid  is  the  third  in  direct  line  of  descent 
to  bear  the  name.  He  completed  a  course  in  the 
Hartford  High  School,  and  in  1863  began  liis  busi- 
ness career  as  an  office  boy  with  the  N'orth  American 
Fire  Insurance  Co.  In  1868  he  was  appointed  local 
agent  at  Hartford  for  the  Firemen's  Fund  Insurance 
Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  and  when  the  North  Ameri- 
can was  closed  out,  in  1871,  he  had  a  fair  agency 
business  established.  It  was  largely  through  his 
efforts  that  so  much  of  the  stock  of  the  Firemen's 
Fund  (some  $200,000)  was  placed  in  Hartford. 
In  the  fall  of  1892  ]Mr.  Chapman  purchased  the 
agency  business  of  B.  R.  Allen,  which  included  the 
agency  of  the  Hartford  and  the  Royal  Insurance 
Companies.  For  man}'  years  he  occupied  offices 
in  the  building  on  the  corner  of  Asylum  and  Trum- 
bull streets,  where  the  office  of  the  North  American 
was  located,  but  about  thirteen  years  ago  he  took 
the  north  basement  office  in  the  Hartford  Fire  In- 
surance Co.'s  building,  and  in  1892  he  removed  to 
the  south  basement,  which  was  formerly  occupied 
by  Mr.  Allen.  ^^Ir.  Chapman  is  a  gentleman  of 
culture  and  refined  taste,  and  has  traveled  exten- 
sively in  this  country  and  elsewhere.  He  is  promi- 
nent in  Masonic  circles,  having  attained  the  thirty- 
third  degree  in  Scottish  Rite  Masonry.  He  is  a 
member  of  Washington  Commandcry,  K.  T..  and 
master  of  Flartford  Council,  Princes  of  Jerusalem. 
He  is  also  active  in  religious  work,  has  been  clerk  of 
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tlic  I'irst  r.aptist  Society  in  Ilaniord  since  1873. 
and  was  librarian  lor  lucniy  years  in  the  Sundav- 
vcho.'l.      IJcing-  an  ardent  disciple  of  old  Izaak 
\\  a'ton,  he  has  been  a  regnlar  visitor  in  the  Ranglev 
Lake  region  lor  many  seasons,  and  wliere,  witli  a  ; 
company  of  chosen  friends  in  his  favorite  i)astinie, 
lie  is  one  of  the  most  companionable  of  men.  In 
bnsiness  he  is  reticent,  clear-headed  and  penetrating 
to  the  last  detail,  and  his  selection  by  President 
Chase  of  the    Hartford    for   the  most  intlnential. 
agency  in  the  company  is  an  expression  of  confidence 
01  the  highest  vahie.    Air.  Chapman  is  a  director  in  ' 
the  Charier  (  )a!:  Xaii.  n.il  Wi.wk  of  Hartford:  the  - 
Jjillings  &  Spencer  Lo.,  one  of  the  largeit  manu- 
facturing concerns   in   Hartford;   the  Aliddlesex 
County  Alutnal  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  several  other  : 
manufacturing  corporations.  ; 

The  Pitkin  family,  which  is  of  Puritan  stock,  [ 
has  been  represented  in  every  generation  in  this 
country  by  able  and  upright  men.     In  this  line 
Silas  Chapman.  Jr.,  traces  his  descent  as  follows  : 
Edwin  Pitkin,  his  maternal  grandfather,  was  for  j 
nearly  forty  years  superintendent  of  the  harness  j 
and  saddlery  business  of  Smith  &  Bourne,  Plartford.  ! 

Col.  John  i'itkin,  his  great-great-grandfather,  led  j 
his  command  against  Crown  Point  in  1755.  He  w  as  ' 
an  incorporator  of  the  town  of  East  Hartford  in  { 
1785,  and  deacon  of  the  Third  Church  of  Plartford  | 
from  1752  to  1790. 

\\'illiam  Pitkin  (  2)  was  a  member  of  the  coun- 
cil of  the  colony  for  twenty-six  years.    He  also  I 
served  as  judge  of  the  county,  probate  and  superior  i 
courts,  and  in  1713  became  chief  justice  of  the  su-  ■ 
preme  court.  ! 

William  Pitkin,  the  head  of  the  family,  was  an  ■ 
Englishman,  and  came  to  America  with  Rev.  '. 
Thomas  Hooker  in  1639.  On  Oct.  9,  1662,  he  was 
appointed  prosecutor  for  the  Connecticut  Colony,  : 
and  in  1664  he  received  an  appointment  from  the  \ 
King  as  attorney-general.  From  1675  to  1690  he  i 
was  a  representative  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  , 
in  1676  he  served  as  treasurer  of  the  colony.  | 

Silas  Chapman,  Jr.,  was  married  Dec.  10,  1868,  ! 
to  Julia  A.  Camp,  who  was  born  in  Windsor,  Conn., 
Aug.  13,  1848. 

JOHN  B.  POYER.  AI.  D.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  attested  the  strength  of  inherited  traits. 
Descended  from  men  of  unusual  force  of  character 
and  position  in  the  world,  circumstances  over  which 
he  had  no  control  threw  him.  while  preparing  for  ! 
his  professional  life,  upon  his  own  resources.  Un- 
shaken in  purpose  or  determination  bv  the  whirling 
eddies  that  crossed  his  pathwa}-  of  life,  he  returned 
as  soon  as  the  currents  could  l)e  mastered  to  his 
original  plan,  completed  his  education,  and  has  given 
to  the  people  of  Xew  Britain  one  of  its  most  success- 
ful medical  practitioners. 

Dr.  Poyer's  ancestors  were  millers.  His  great- 
J^randfather,  Joseph  Pover,  was  a  business  man  of 
extensive  means  in  Canada,  near  tlie  Xew  Hampshire 


and  \  ermont  State  lines,  engaging  in  mercantile 
pursuits,  and  ow  ning  a  number  of  mills.  He  mar- 
ried a  Miss  C.reg.iry.  ilis  si.n,  Joseph  Poycr,  Jr., 
the  grandfather  of  ..nir  .-.ubjcct.  was  a  man'  of  fike 
cliaracter.  He  was  progre--sive,  and  p:>ssessed  the 
courage  ot  his  convictions,  originating  nianv  of  the^ 
industries  and  new  methods  uf  business  which  chang- 
ing conditions  necessitated.  Josej^ili  Poyer,  Jr.,  mar- 
ried Alary  Adams,  and  they  had  three  children: 
Joseph,  a  laro;e  farmer  of  Ho'lyoke,  .Mass.:  Alatilda  ; 
and  John  1!.,  father  of  Dr.  Poyer. 

John  B.  I'oyer  was  born  in  X'ew  Hampdiire, 
near  tlic  \'ermont  line,  in  i8o'x  Like  his  father  and 
grandfather  he  became  a  miilcr,  and  followed  the 
bnsiness  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Xew  Hampshire  and  in  Can- 
ada, and  later  in  life  he  removed  to  West  Flartford, 
Conn.,  where  he  owned  a  farm  of  600  acres,  being  the 
largest  land  owner  in  the  town.  For  some  time  he 
was  the  overseer  of  Air.  Davenport's  farm,  wdiich 
he  subsequcntlv  worked  on  shares,  finallv  purchasing 
the  place.  He  prospered  in  rich  measure  until  1873,. 
wdien  he  lost  his  large  property  through  his  kindness 
in  assuming  large  tinaneial  liability  for  others.  He 
was  a  self-made  man,  having  by  his  own  efforts  ac- 
quired the  property  thus  sacrificed  by  his  generos- 
ity. In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  in  religious  - 
faith  a  Catholic.  He  married  a  Aliss  Charbonneau, 
of  X'ew  Hampshire,  daughter  of  Charles  Charbon- 
neau, a  French-Canadian,  and  to  them  were  born  ten. 
children  who  grew  to  adult  age,  as  follows:  Salina, 
wife  of  Cleophas  La  Point :  Henry, who  is  mentioned 
below;  Arkaugh,  who  married  (first)  a  Air.  Four- 
chette,  and  later  a  Air.  Cautermanche ;  Rosalie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years ;  Philomene, 
who  married  (first)  Baptiste  Solomon,  and  later 
George  Robinson  ;  William,  who  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness :  \'itoline,  who  died  at  tlie 
age  of  eighteen  years ;  Alatilda,  wife  of  Charles 
Brennison :  Sophia,  wdio  married  Cleophas  La 
Point;  and  John  B.,  subject  of  these  lines.  The  fa- 
ther died  in  1893,  the  mother  in  1888.  Henrv 
Poyer  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  1861,  becoming 
a  private  in  a  Connecticut  regiment,  and  served  until 
Lee's  surrender,  being  with  two  Connecticut  regi- 
ments, a  X'ew  York  regiment,  and  a  X'ew  Jersey 
regiment.  Though  wounded  three  times  he  re- 
mained continuously  in  the  service,  and  rose  to  the  • 
rank  of  major,  acting  for  one  year  as  drilling  ofiicer 
on  Blackwell's  Island,  X'ew  York.  His  name  is  on 
the  monument  in  Central  Park,  Xew  Britain. 

John  B.  Poyer  was  born  in  West  Hartford  July 
II,  1859.  Fle  spent  his  boyhood  at  West  Hartford 
and  X'ew  Britain,  and  was  a  student  in  the  grammar 
school  at  X'ew  Britain  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
when  the  change  came  in  his  father's  fortune.  For 
a  time  school  books  had  to  be  laid  aside  to  make  way 
for  hard  work  upon  the  farm  for  three  or  four  vears. 
Then,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  entered  the  private 
school  of  Prof.  Camp,  an  1  spent  some  time  prepar- 
atory to  entrance   examinatirjn  for   Yale  College, 
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nuanwliilo  roadini;-  nicdioiiie  at  the  ortkc  of  Dr. 
CuniminL;s.  ik-  niatriculaU'd  at  Vale  in  the  fall  of 
187^;,  ami  remained  two  years,  when  cireumstanecs 
ai;ain  reijuired  a  suspension  in  his  education. 
I-"roni  the  spring  of  li^i  until  Aui;ust.  1885.  he  con- 
ducted a  tea  store  at  Xew  Britain  in  partnership 
witli  Mr.  Stewart,  under  the  name  of  the  L'nion  Tea 
Co.  In  the  fall  of  1885  Mr.  Toyor  entered  the 
Senior  class  at  Dartmouth  College,  and  was  grad- 
uated with  tlie  class  of  1880.  lie  subsequently  went 
to  Chicago,  remaining  for  six  months  in  the  Cook 
County  ilospital,  after  whicl;  he  spent  a  year  at 
Leipsic,  (lermany,  aiteiKling  lectures  and  clinics, 
and  taking  a  post-graduate  course.  Dr.  Foyer  had 
thus  given  himself  a  splendid  and  thorough  prepara- 
tion for  the  practice  which  he  began  at  Xew  Britain 
in  1888.  At  the  e.\i)iration  of  seven  years  he  was 
obliged,  on  account  of  ill  health,  to  abandon  practice 
for  a  time,  but  he  has  since  resumed  the  exacting 
and  conscientious  duties  of  his  profession.  For 
four  years  he  has  been  city  physician,  and  he  has 
now  a  wide  and  lucrative  practice. 

In  politics  Dr.  Poyer  is  independent.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  member  of  Harmony  Lodge,  X'o.  20, 
F.  ^  A.  M.  He  married  3.1ary  Drury,  daughter  of 
John  Drury,  and  they  have  one  son,  John  B.,  Jr. 

GEORGE  A.  BINGHAM,  supervisor  of  bridges 
for  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road Co.,  has  an  office  at  Flartford,  and  takes  charge 
of  the  work  between  Hartford  and  New  Haven, 
Saybrook  and  Flartford,  and  Waterbury  and  ^Middle- 
town — 150  miles  in  all. 

Mr.  Bingham  was  born  July  9,  1840,  in  Andover, 
Conn.,  where  his  family  has  long  been  well  known. 
George  O.  Bingham,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Andover,  and  was  engaged 
in  farming  there  for  many  years,  dying  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty.  He  and  his  wdfe  were  prom- 
inent members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Andover. 
He  married  Jerusha  C.  Capen,  a  native  of  Boston, 
and  one  of  the  large  family  of  Joseph  Capen,  a 
butcher  of  that  city,  and  his  wife  Betsey  Wadsworth, 
who  was  born  in  Hartford.  Our  subject's  mother 
died  when  eighty  years  of  age,  leaving  one  child, 
George  A.  Bingham. 

Mr.  Bingham  remained  in  his  native  place  until 
he  attained  Iiis  majority,  his  time  during  youth  be- 
ing spent  in  farm  work  and  at  the  carpenter's  trade. 
In  1863  he  located  at  Hartford  and  took  a  position 
in  Colt's  Armory,  the  Civil  war  making  the  demand 
upon  tliem  great.  On  April  20,  1870,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  Co.,  as  a  carpenter,  later  became  foreman, 
and  in  1895  was  promoted  to  his  present  position. 
He  has  now  been  with  the  company  over  thirty  years, 
a  sufficient  evidence  of  his  ability  and  trustworthi- 
ness. In  all  he  has  250  bridges  to  oversee,  some  of 
them  2,000  feet  long,  and  a  number  of  men  con- 
stantly carrying  on  this  work  under  his  direction. 
He  builds  the  car  houses,  and  makes  the  canopy  tops 
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for  bridges.  The  road  is  supplied  with  Banjo 
switch  signals,  which  are  made  in  the  shop  under 
his  oversight,  and  afterward  placed  on  the  line  by 
him. 

In  1866  ■Nlr.  Bingham  married  Miss  Jennie  A. 
Loomis,  a  native  of  Andover,  Conn.,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Grace  J.  In  1SS4  he  married,  for 
j  his  second  wife,  Louisa  Sexton.  In  politics  he  is 
i  a  Republican,  but  he  does  not  aspire  to  ottice,  and  he 
;  and  his  wife  are  prominent  members  of  the  Metho- 
:  dist  Episcopal  Church. 

!       STERLING  BUNNELL,  manufacturer  of  ex- 
tracts, etc.,  in  Bristol,  is  a  native  of  that  town,  born 
;  Sept.  12,  1841.    [For  ancestry,  see  sketch  of  Charles 
j  R.  Bunnell,  elsewhere.] 

Allen  Bunnell,  his  father,  was  born  Feb.  7, 
t  1802,  in  Burlington,  Conn.,  received  his  education 
1  there,  and  learned  the  trade  of  carriage  maker. 
When  a  young  man  he  removed  to  Bristol,  and  car- 
ried on  a  carriage  shop  in  Divinity  street.    He  died 
iMay  20,  1873,  in  what  is  known  as  Edgewood,  Bris- 
tol.   On  Feb.  8,  1S26,  he  married  Rhoda  Atwater, 
I  wdio  was  born  Nov.  16,  1800,  daughter  of  Lucius 
;  Atw-ater,  and  died  July  20,  1879,  in  Bristol.  Their 
children:  (i)  Caroline,  born  Jan.  13,  1827,  married 
Franklin  Steele,  of  Bristol,  and  died  Dec.  9,  1898. 
(2)  Emily,  born  Jan.  30,  1828,  married  John  H. 
Sessions,  of  Bristol.  (3)  Charles  R.,  sketch  of  whom 
I  appears  elsewdiere.    (4)  Susannah,  born  Sept.  16^ 
i  1832,  married  Edward  Porter,  of  Bristol.  (5) 
:  Rhoda,  born  June  23,  1835,  died  May  3,  1836.  (6) 
i  Thomas,  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  (7) 
;  Sterling,  subject  of  this  sketch.    The  father  of  this 
i  family  was  one  of  the  first  Abolitionists,  and  was 
one  of  the  seven  men  of  Bristol  who  at  one  time 
held  the  controlling  power  in  the  town.    He  was  a 
\  very  strong  Union  man,  and  equally  aggressive  on 
!  the  temperance  subject. 

I  Sterling  Bunnell  was  four  years  old  when  his 
j  parents  removed  to  Burlington  (Whig-\'ille),  and 
I  here  he  received  his  education.    Leaving  school  at 

the  age  of  sixteen,  he  commenced  work  in  the  fac- 
[  tory  of  Warner  &;  Sessions,  wood  turners,  Polkville 
;  (now  Edgewood,  Bristol),  whence  at  the  end  of  a 
I  year  he  went  to  New  Britain  and  entered  the  employ 

of  the  Stanley  Rule  &  Level  Co.,  wood  turning  for 

some  two  years,  or  until  his  enlistment,  in  August, 
I  1861,  in  Company  G,  6th  Conn.  V.  I.,  in  which  he 
'  was  sworn  in  Sept.  3,  following.  The  first  engage- 
;  ment  of  consequence  in  which  he  participated  was 
'  the  capture  of  Hilton  Head  or  Port  Royal,  and  after 
,  several  months  skirmishing  he  was  present  at  the 
I  taking  of  Pulaski,  Ga.,  April  10,  1S62;  Pocataligo, 
I  S.  C,  Oct.  22,  1862;  capture  of  IMorris  Island;  and 
I  the  charge  on  Fort  W'agner,  May  6,  1864.  His 
1  regiment  entered  Virginia,  and  was  engaged  in  the 

battles  of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Chester  Station  and 
j  Drury  Bluffs.  On  May  20,  1864,  while  taking  part 
j  in  the  charge  on  a  battery  above  Bermuda  Hundred, 
'  our  subject  was  struck  on  the  head,  just  above  the 
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right  temple,  by  u  iiiinic  ball,  w  hich  rendered  him  j 
i!iieiin>eie'us,  and  lias  since  atlectcd  his  nervous  sys-  { 
tern.  Alter  coming  to  Iiimseli  he  thought  it  best  ! 
ti>  retreat  carefully,  or  he  might  be  seen  antl  shot  j 
at  again,  but  the  J\ebels  had  vacated  the  position. 
I'rom  the  field  lM,-pital  he  was  taken  to  a  larger  hos- 
pital, in  an  army  ambulance,  with  two  others,  each 
of  whom  had  lost  a  leg.  The  horses  were  balky,  and 
the  corduroy  roads  bad,  the  vehicle  was  overturned, 
and  one  of  the  men  died.  At  Hampton  Hospital 
our  subject  was  kept  uu  low  diet,  until  he  felt  he 
should  starve,  and  succeeded  in  getting  a  few  meals 
that  were  not  inleiiiled  for  him.  But  he  wanted 
to  come  Xorth,  and  as  a  boat  load  went  every  week 
he  put  on  quite  a  determined  air  to  be  allowed  to 
be  put  on  the  list.  His  father,  being  anxious  to 
get  him  home,  went  to  Hampton,  getting  there  just 
in  time  to  come  on  the  same  boat  with  him,  and  this 
circumstance  save  his  life,  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  sacrificed,  for  th.e  crowded  boat  ordinarily 
afforded  no  comfortable  quarters.  His  father  hired 
a  stateroom,  and  there  he  was  cared  for,  and  when 
the  artery  u.ncapped  he  could  be  attended  to  in  time ; 
again  in  Xew  York  it  uncapped,  and  very  much  re- 
"duced  his  strength.  In  Xew  Haven  gangrene  set 
in,  and  ate  of¥  the  artery,  and  he  made  up  his  mind 
it  was  not  much  use  .o  try  to  recover.  But  pure 
blood  and  good  care,  and  a  will,  carried  the  day. 
However,  he  is  minus  quite  a  large  piece  of  the 
bone  of  his  skull,  and  the  woimd  is  never  fully 
healed  before  it  breaks  out,  a  sore  spot  in  another 
place  showing  a  diseased  skull.  He  was  under 
treatment  at  Xew'  Haven  hospital  from  June  4  till 
Aug.  10,  1864,  on  which  day  he  was  released  on  a 
thirty-days'  furlough.  On  Sept.  3,  same  year,  he 
was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Xew  Haven, 
with  a  pension  for  his  services  and  wound.  He 
endured  an  operation  for  trepanning,  July  3,  1S64. 

Returning  to  the  paths  of  peace,  'Mr.  Bunnell  in 
December,  1864,  went  to  work  for  Warner  &  Ses- 
sions, in  Poikville,  and  there  remained  three  years, 
afterward  purcliasing  and  operating  a  small  farm 
in  Staftord  district.  In  April,  1868,  getting  the 
Western  fever,  he  sold  his  farm,  and  with  his  father- 
in-law,  'Mr.  ^Nlaltby,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Porter  went  to  ^Missouri  to  grow  up  with  the  coun- 
try, then  filling  up  with  Eastern  people.  They  took 
up  railroad  land,  built  houses,  and  in  June  their 
families  went  out  to  occupy  their  new  homes.  It 
proved,  however,  an  unsuccessful  venture.  Fever 
and  ague  were  prevalent,  and  ^Ir.  Bunnell  finding  i 
his  wound  would  not  stand  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
could  not  do  farm  work  successfully,  so  he  returned 
to  Connecticut  with  his  family  in  September,  1871, 
and  again  tried  shop  work,  entering  the  employ  of  ] 
G.  W."&  H.  S.  Bartholomew,  working  on  bit-stocks. 
In  the  fall  of  1874  he  went  to  Forestville,  as  night- 
watchman  for  the  Welch  &  Spring  clock  factory. 
Resigning  in  the  spring  he  returned  to  Poikville. 
In  the  spring  of  1876.  he  made  arrangements  to  op- 
crate  a  milk  route,  rented  a  farm  of  Asahel  Mix,  and 


I  was  very  successful,  securing  a  large  route  of 
I  good  customers.  On  account  of  ill  health  he  sold 
!  out  after  three  years  to  Elbert  Manchester,  who 
j  still  carries  on  the  business.  Mr.  Bunnell  theu 
moved  to  town,  anil  was  engaged  with  Dr.  Williams 
for  ilie  winter.  In  1880  he  went  to  work  at  turn- 
ing for  Lu'orge  Xeubauer.  In  1SS4  he  took  a  position 
as  night  watchman  at  X.  L.  Birge  &  Son's  knitting- 
factory,  but  not  liking  this  he  took  his  team  and 
commenced  peddling  hardware,  extracts,  etc.  After 
six  months  he  decided  to  manufacture  his  own 
goods,  studied  up  the  extract  business,  and  pre- 
pared a  compouml,  called  Extract  Composition, 
which  has  become  quite  popular,  and  is  a  necessary 
family  medicine.  He  carries  on  a  wholesale  and 
retail  trade,  with  agents  working  in  several  tow'ns. 
His  extracts  are  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  on  the 
market. 

On  June  28,  1S64,  while  in  the  hospital  at  X'ew 
Haven,  Mr.  Bunnell  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Emile  Cordelia  Alaltb}-,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and 
Cynthia  (INIix)  3ilaltby,  of  Bristol.  She  went  to 
the  hospital  to  care  for  him,  as  he  needed  a  constant 
attendant,  there  being  danger  of  the  artery  uncap- 
ping, as  it  had  done  twice  before  he  reached  X'ew 
Haven,  and  close  watching  was  the  only  safety.- 
To  the  credit  of  Knight  Hospital  let  it  be  said  he 
had  most  skillful  and  kind  treatment.  The  children 
that  have  blessed  this  union  are  as  follows :  ( i ) 
Charles  Allen,  born  June  6,  1865,  died  Jan.  23, 
1867.  (2)  Ida  Ma.y,  born  Jan.  8,  1867,  is  living  at 
home.  (3)  Carrie  Edith,  born  July  16,  1S70,  mar- 
ried Charles  Woodward,  of  East  Ijerlin,  and  their 
children  are  Edith  Rose  and  Sterling  Charles.  (4) 
Julia  Atwater,  born  Sept.  16,  1876,  is  teaching 
school  at  Wallingford,  Conn.  (5)  Bessie  AUena, 
born  Aug.  22,  1878,  married  Charles  Hendry,  of 
Bristol,  and  their  children  are  Emilie  Jean  and  Al- 
lena  ^l^y.  (6)  Alice  Pearl,  born  ^^larch  10,  1884, 
died  Aug.  17,  1884. 

^Irs.  Bunnell  is  a  member  of  the  Advent  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  a  most  estimable  lady.  ^Slr.  Bun- 
nell is  a  Republican,  but  takes  no  special  interest  in 
political  matters.  Socially  he  is  a  Freemason,  and 
at  one  time  was  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at 
Bristol.  He  is  a  wide-awake,  industrious  man,  and 
deservedly  enjoys  the  esteem  and  res^x^ct  of  the  com- 
munity at  large. 

ALFRED  T.  RICHARDS.  Among  those  who, 
i  while  not  to  the  manor  born,  have  made  themselves 
an  enviable  reputation  for  close  application  to  busi- 
ness, coupled  with  integrity  and  strict  honesty,  may 
be  inentioned  the  name  of  Alfred  T.  Richards,  gen- 
]  eral  agent  for  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.,  located  at  Xo.  783  Main  street,  Plartford. 

Mr.  Richards  was  born  in  Pembroke,  South 
Wales,  Aug.  28,  1843,  '^^''^s  educated  in  the  country 
schools  of  his  native  tow-n,  and,  at  an  early  age,  a 
strolling  gypsy,  who  had  wandered  into  that  section, 
predicted  that  he  would  "go  to  America  and  become 
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I  vcaliliy."  lie  received  from  his  parents  a  careful 
religions  trainiiv^,  liis  mother  impressing-  ui>on  his 
iiiiihl  the  in.i>ortance  ot  a  strict  adherence  to  tlie 
irir.ii.  and  Hving  a  GoJ-icaring  htc,  wliich  perhaps 
laiil  the  corner-stone  for  his  future  career.  Coming 
to  America,  he,  for  a  time,  was  a  resident  of  St. 
Croix,  New  JJrunswicl-c,  where  lie  iield  the  office  of 
jK)->imaster,  and  was  h.it^hly  esteemed  and  respected 
hy  the  people  of  that  place.  In  1S71  he  came  to 
liariford  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  being 
business  representative  of  the  lirm  of  Kenev  iS: 
Roberts.  With  keen  foresight  he  had  seen  what 
he  believed  would  be  a  future  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  after  some  years  spent  in  :r.erc^:u;le  liie 
he  took  a  position  as  general  agent  for  Connecticut 
for  tlie  Coimecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  with 
Jieadquarters  at  the  home  office,  and  for  twentv 
years  has  labored  most  earnestly  and  successfully 
to  build  up  a  large  and  solid  business  for  that  com- 
pany. His  eii'orts  have  been  amply  repaid,  and 
there  is  to-day  probably  no  better  known  man  in 
insurance  circles  than  Alfred  T.  Richards;  and.  it 
goes  without  saying,  that  he  is  regarded  very  highly 
by  the  company  he  represents.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Connecticut  Life  Underwriters  As- 
sociation, of  which  he  was  the  first  president. 

Mr.  Richards  is  a  Republican,  and,  while  he 
lias  held  no  office,  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  politi- 
cal matters.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  mem.ber  of 
the  Asylum  Avenue  Congregational  Church,  in  all 
the  affairs  of  which  he  takes  a  great  personal  inter- 
est, and  has  assisted  very  materially,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing his  second  term  as  Deacon. 

In  1871  Mr.  Richards  married  ^.liss  Laura  R. 
Johnson,  a  lady  of  rare  accomplishments,  and  a 
graduate  of  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary.  She  was  born 
in  Hadley,  ^Mass.,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Johnson, 
a  fanner  in  that  town.  On  her  mother's  side  ^Irs. 
Richards  is  a  descendant  of  the  Lyman  family, 
which  has  been  for  a  number  of  generations  one  of 
the  prominent  families  of  Hadley.  The  mother 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  and  the  father  when 
•eighty-four.  They  had  five  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living.  !Mrs.  Richards  is  a  member  of  the  !Mt. 
Holyoke  Alumna  Association  of  Hartford.  Five 
children  have  been  born  to  'Sir.  and  Mrs.  Richards, 
three  of  whom  are  living:  Edith  K.,  Alfred  Ernest 
and  Kathryn  R.  Both  daughters  are  graduates  of 
the  Hartford  Public  High  School  and  Xormal  School 
at  Xew  Britain.  Edith  taught  in  the  kindergarten 
(^lepartment  of  the  West  Middle  school  for  six  years. 
Kathryn  is  now  engaged  as  teacher  in  the  kinder- 
jrartcn  department  of  the  Lakeville  (Conn.)  school 
■The  son  is  a  Yale  man,  having  graduated  in  1S98, 
and  IS  now  professor  of  history  and  literature  at  the 
Gilbert  Academy,  East  Winsted.  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Richards  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Cent- 
iiry  Club  (having  entered  the  first  year  of  its  organ- 
ization) and  of  the  Hartford  Library  Association, 
lie  is  a  man  of  excellent  tastes  and  a  great  reader, 
"being  conversant  with  the  writings  of  the  best  au- 


thors of  tlie  day,  such  as  Carlyle,  R---.;-<~r..  Emerson, 
and  others,  and  he  has  made  a  n-.::r.':<r  0:  addresses 
upon  different  subjects,  of  a  most  :r.:crcs:;ng  char- 
acter. He  is  a  very  pleasant  ar.i  i'.Yao'.c  gentle- 
man, and  has  hosts  of  friends  in  i::e  sccia".  religious 
and  commercial  circles  of  Hanfor.:. 

Mr.  Richards  has  been  a  great  trcvve'.er,  having 
made  four  trips  abroad,  one  of  the  most  extensive 
of  which  was  in  1S99,  when,  accomjwuicd  by  his 
daughter  Edith,  he  visited  England.  Scotland,  and 
\\  ales,  and  several  other  foreign  counrrics. 

Henry  Richards,  father  of  Alfred  T..  was  born 
in  Wales,  where  he  was  a  farmer  all  liis  lif'-'.  resid- 
ing in  the  County  of  Pembroke,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two.  He  was  a  man  of  sound  judg- 
ment and  sterling  principles,  and  was  highly  re- 
spected. Jane  (Stevens)  Richards,  mother  of  Al- 
fred T.,  was  born  in  England,  and  conies  of  a  long 
line  of  ancestry  celebrated  for  their  indomitable 
pluck  and  perseverance,  and  from  his  mother  our 
subject  inherits  these  sterling  qualities.  Mr.  and 
:\Irs.  Richards  had  eleven  children,  five  ot  whom  are 
living,  Alfred  T.  being  the  only  one  in  America. 
The  mother  lived  to  be  over  ninety  years  of  age,  re- 
taining all  her  faculties  up  to  the  time  of  her  death. 

P.  C.  ROYCE  may  claim  to  be  a  thorough 
American.  Robert  Royce,  the  first  of  the  name  m 
this  country,  came  from  England,  in  lo  Boston, 

Mass.  In  1634  he  was  made  a  freeman  of  that 
Commonwealth.  He  was  included  with  the  number 
disarmed  in  Boston,  in  1637,  for  adlK-rence  to  the 
opinions  of  the  parties  of  Hutchinson  and  Wheel- 
wright. In  1644  he  settled  in  Stratford,  just  west 
of  Xew  Haven,  and  in  1657  went_  to  N^ew  Lon- 
don, of  which  place  he  was  one  of  the  founders. 
One  of  his  sons  was  one  of  the  founders  of  N'orwich. 
Later  in  life,  he,  with  several  of  his  sons,  went  to 
Wallingford. 

Our  subject's  father,  Miles  I^ovce,  was  born  in 
Bristol,  this  county,  in  1806.  His  falln  r  died  when 
he  was  quite  young,  and  he  went,  wiih  an  older 
brother  to  western  Xew  York,  then  on  ilu-  frontier- 
In  1834  he  went,  by  way  of  the  Cr<-:il  Lakes,  to 
Chicago,  then  a  frontier  trading  ])"sl,  located  in  a 
swamp  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chicago  river.  His 
business  was  that  of  manufacturing  ;i;M-i<  nllural  im- 
plements. Desiring  to  reach  high  land  and  timber 
he  located  at  Walker's  Grove,  now  I'lainlicld,  fortv 
miles  southwest  of  Chicago.  Mil'-S  K'-ye  married 
Sarah  Goodhue  Gihnan,  who  was  born  ni  ^^^le"]- 
Mass.,  in  1S08.  Her  father  moj.'d  lo  Meredith 
village,  on  Lake  Winnipiseogce,  where  she 

grew  to  womanhood.  In  1834  sli':  ;ir  r.',iiii)anied  an 
uncle  to  the  West,  going  there  a-.  :i  ],iou':-:r  "I'-^io"" 
arv  teacher.  Two  vears  later  she  niarried  -\lr. 
Rovce.  In  that  new  country  th':V  '-Jidnred  all  the 
deprivations  and  hardships  incid':i/».  lo  the  hie  of 
the  earlv  pioneers.  .  . 

Mr. 'Rovce  well  rememWr  lii-.  Tirst  visit  to 
Chicago — when  he  was  a  hoy  ulur  y  ars  of  age— 
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ami  the  looks  of  the  city  at  that  time.  There  was 
not  a  single  paved  street  in  the  city.  Two  streets 
had  j)lanks  laid  crosswise  to  k'eep  loaded  teams  from 
sinking'  ont  of  sight  in  the  soft  mud  of  what  was 
j)ractically  a  swamji.  .Mr.  Royce  saw  the  citv  grow 
to  great  proportions,  and  was  resident  therein  when 
the  great  fire  of  1871  blotted  out  the  business  sec- 
tion of  the  city  and  a  large  portion  of  its  residences. 
Mr.  Royce  obtained  his  education  in  the  village 
academy  and  Knox  College,  Galcsburg,  111.,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
i860,  and  for  some  \  ears  was  engaged  in  teaching, 
having  charge  of  the  city  schools  of  Joliet,  111.  T.e 
coming  dissatishcil  with  the  income  from  the  larg- 
est and  best  school  in  the  county,  he  decided  to  de- 
vote his  energies  to  other  pursuits,  tie  entered  the 
insurance  business  in  Joliet,  and  for  some  vears 
was  a  local  agent  in  that  place,  moving  in  the  spring 
of  .1S71  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  connected  witii 
the  Merchants  Insurance  Co.  of  Chicago,  bank- 
rupted in  the  great  fire.  In  1872  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Co.  in  its  west- 
ern department,  and  remained  there  until  1876, 
when  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  having  accepted 
the  position  of  secretary  of  the  Girard  Fire  &  jMarine 
Insurance  Co.,  of  that  city.  In  the  simimer  of 
1S81,  having  been  elected  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  he  removed  to  this 
city,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  In  1886  lie 
became  secretary  of  the  company,  which  incumbencv 
he  has  since  filled. 

With  no  taste  for  political  life,  'Mr.  Royce  be- 
lieves that  certain  duties  are  demanded  of  every  cit- 
izen. When,  therefore,  he  was  asked  by  his  neigh- 
bors and  friends  to  represent  his  ward  in  the  city 
council,  he  consented  to  serve.  For  four  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  council  board,  and  during  the 
last  year  its  president.  He  then  served  two  years 
oh  the  board  of  aldermen.  He  has  also  served  one 
term  upon  the  board  of  school  visitors. 

CHRISTOPHER  ^IINER  SPENCER,  a 
manufacturer,  inventor  and  veritable  mechanical 
genius,  of  Hartford,  whose  name  is  connected  with 
the  Spencer  firearms,  drop  forgings,  automatic 
screw,  and  turret  machines,  known  the  world  over, 
is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  w-here  his  ancestors  have 
figured  since  the  dawn  of  its  settlement. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  born  June  20,  1833,  in  the 
town  of  ^Manchester,  son  of  Ogden  and  Asenath 
(Hollister)  Spencer,  and  grandson  of  Silas  Spencer. 
The  grandfather  was  occupied  in  farming  in  South 
Manchester,  and  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age. 

On  his  mother's  side  Mr.  Spencer  is  a  descend- 
ant in  the  seventh  generation  from  Lieut.  John 
Hollister,  the  first  American  ancestor  of  the  family, 
the  line  of  his  descent  being  through  John  (2), 
Thomas,  Thomas  (2),  Josiah  and  Asenath  Hol- 
lister. 

(I)  John  Hollister,  the  emigrant,  is  said  to  have 
been  born  in  1612,  in  England,  and  to  have  im- 


migrated to  America  about  1642.  He  was  one  of 
the  inost  prominent  and  intluential  men  of  Weth- 
ersheUl,  Lonn.,  where  he  located,  his  name  being 
on  record  there  in  1O42,  and  ef  the  Colony  of  Con^ 
necticut.  IJe  married  Joanna,  daughter'  of  Hon. 
Ivichard  Treat. 

(11)  John  Hollister  (2),  son  of  Lieut.  John,  the 
emigrant,  born  about  1644,  m  \\'ethersfield,  married 
in  1667  Sarah  Goodrich.  He  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  in  Glastonbury. 

(Ill  Thomas  Hollister,  son  of  John  (2),  was 
born  in  1672  in  Wethersfield,  and  married  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  Josopii  Hills,  of  Glastonbury,  where 
Thomas  Hollister  lived  and  died'. 

(R')  Tliomas  Hollister  (2),  son  of  Thomas, 
born  m  1707  in  Glastonbury,  married  in  1734  Abi- 
gail, daughter  of  Sergt.  Nathaniel  Talcott,  of  that 
town. 

(V)  Josiah  Hollister,  son  of  Thomas  (2),  born 
in  1756,  in  Glastonbury,  married  (second)  Asenath, 
daughter  of  Israel  Sweetland,  of  South  ^lanchester. 
Conn.  Mr.  Hollister  settled  in  wdiat  is  now  South 
^lanchester.  He  was  a  patriot  of  the  Revolution, 
serving  under  Gen.  A\'ashington,  and  used  to  enter- 
tain his  descendants  with  stories  of  his  commander, 
and  especially  of  Lady  Washington,  for  wdiom  he 
once  made  a  wardrobe,  which  gave  her  great  satis- 
faction, but  him  still  more,  as  he  never  tired  of  tell- 
ing of  it.  IMr.  Hollister  was  tall,  straight,  active, 
strong  and  ambitious.  He  enjoyed  vigorous  health 
until  he  was  past  seventy,  and  retained  a  considera- 
ble degree  of  strength  and  his  sight,  hearing  and 
memory  until  his  death,  Sept.  8,  1849,  wdien  in  his 
ninety- fourth  year. 

(VI)  Asenath  (Hollister)  Spencer. 

Ogden  Spencer,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this- 
sketch,  was  born  ^larch  16,  1801,  in  South  Manches- 
ter, Conn.  He  became  by  occupation  a  woolen  man- 
ufacturer, and  carried  on  the  business  extensively. 
Later  in  life  he  was  in  business  with  his  son  Chris- 
topher IM.,  in  South  ^Manchester,  where  they  were 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  Spencer  rifle  models. 
Ogden  Spencer  in  his  political  views  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  ever  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  public 
afl^'airs,  but  though  active  never  aspired  to  or  held 
office.  He  was  independent  in  his  views.  Both 
himself  and  wife  were  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee.  On 
Mav  7,  1823,  he  was  married  to  .Vsenath  Hollister, 
born  June  21,  1801,  in  South  [Manchester,  daughtef 
of  Jos'iah  and  .\senath  (Sweetland)  Hollister.  Mr. 
Spencer  died  in  Hartford  in  1882,  and  his  wife 
passed  aw^ay  in  1883.  To  them  were  born  children 
as  follows : 'Harriet  H.,  born  Dec.  8,  1824,  died  Jan. 
28,  1825;  Harriet  A.,  born  July  i,  1826,  died  un- 
married ?>Iarch  18,  1844;  .-\aron  O.,  born  Dec.  26. 
1S28,  tnarried  Lavantia,  daughter  of  Dr.  Perry,  of 
South  Manchester;  Celia  C,  born  IMarch  15,  1S31. 
married  Clinton  D.  Perry;  Christopher  M.  is  re- 
ferred to  farther  on;  Wilber  F.,  born  April  26,  1S35, 
married  Alary  Bennett;  Mary  J.,  born  July  18,  iSS/r 
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married  Jiulson  Strong-:  and  Emma  P..  liorn  Tunc 
2v,  1S41,  married  Cieori;e  llcrrintt.  All  ;irc  now- 
deceased  excepiini;-  (. 'hrisioplior  M.,  Celia,  Marv  J. 
and  J-lmma,  who  reside  in  I  lartford. 

Christopher  Miner  Spencer,  son  of  the  late  Oi;- 
den  and  Asenath  (llollister)  Spencer,  and  tlie  sub- 
ject jirojier  of  this  sketcli,  at  the  a^e  of  twelve,  in 
1S45,  went  to  hvc  with  his  grandfather  llollister, 
then  ninety  years  of  age,  a  patriot  of  the  Revolution, 
and  there  the  youth  first  developed  a  fondness  for 
mechanical  work.  The  g-randlather  "  liad  on  the 
jjlace  an  old  foot-lathe,  upon  which  the  hov  passed 
most  cif  his  spare  time.  From  early  childhood  he 
had  a  passion  for  lirearms,  and  the  first:  gun  he 
owned  was  his  grandfather's  old  musket,  a  relic 
of  llie  Revolution,  which  the  boy  imiiroved  bv  saw- 
ing olY  the  barrel  with  an  old  case  knife,  converted 
into  a  saw  by  hacking  it  on  the  edge  of  an  axe,  lit- 
tle dreaming  while  remodeling  the  old  tiint-lock  tliat 
this  branch  of  mechanical  work  was  to  form  so  large 
a  part  of  his  life  work.  He  left  his  grandfather's 
farm  in  1S47  ^'itl  went  to  work  in  Cheney's  silk  mill. 
South  Manchester,  and  in  1S48  entered  upon  an 
eight-months  apprenticeship  in  the  machine  shop  of 
Samuel  Loomis,  at  3ilanchester  Centre.  During  the 
winter  following  he  went  to  school,  and  in  the  spring 
began  another  eight-months  apprenticeship  with  ^Ir. 
Loomis,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Cheney  Brothers,  as  journevman  ma- 
chinist, remaining  there  some  three  years.  During 
this  period  he  made  a  good  deal  of  experimental 
machinery  under  the  supervision  of  Frank  Cheney, 
whose  kindly  interest  in  the  young  man's  mechanical 
ingenuity  led  him  into  the  line  of  invention.  In 
1853,  desiring  to  become  better  acquainted  with 
the  methods  of  different  shops,  he  went  to  Roches- 
ter, X.  Y.,  working  six  months  in  making  machin- 
ists' tools,  and  six  months  in  locomotive  repairing. 
Returning  to  Hartford.  Conn.,  he  worked  one  year 
in  the  repair  shops  of  the  Colt  Fire  Arms  Co.,  where 
he  first  conceived  the  idea  of  impiovements  in  re- 
peating firearms.  Later  he  became  superintendent 
of  the  machine  shop  of  Cheney  Brothers,  and  while 
with  them  obtained  h.is  first  patent  on  an  automatic 
.silk-winding  machine,  which  they  regarded  as  a 
great  achievement,  and  manufactured  a  large  num- 
ber of  them,  paying  him  a  ro\altv.  }vlr.  Spencer 
exhibited  the  device  to  the  \\'illim.antic  Linen  Co., 
and  in  company  with  Hezekiah  Conant,  who  was 
then  in  that  company's  employ,  perfected  a  ma- 
chine that  was  adopted  bv  the  company  for  their 
entire  system  of  thread-winding. 

For  several  vcars  previous  to  that  time  ^Ir. 
Spencer  had  been  at  work  during  spare  hours  in  the 
line  of-  firearm.-,,  and  through  the  means  of  his  fa- 
-ther  he  w-as  enabled  to  perfect  a  model,  and  obtained, 
in  i860,  a  patent  on  the  "Spencer  seven-shooter," 
in  return  for  which  the  father  was  given  a  half- 
interest  in  all  profits  to  be  derived  from  the  patent. 
Charles  Cheney,  of  Cheney  Brothers,  became  inter- 
ested in  the  patent,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Re- 


bellion a  company  was  organized  to  manufacture 
the  gun  for  war  purposes.  In  company  with  Mr. 
Cheney  'Sir.  Spencer  went  to  Washington  with  a 
sample  of  the  gun,  which  resulted  in  an  order  from 
the  Xa\y  Department  for  i  .000  guns.  The  Cheney 
Brothers  then  purchased  the  patent,  pa_\ing  for  it 
a  sum  of  money  and  a  royaltv  on  everv  gun  man- 
ufactured. This  tirst  lot  of  guns  sold  to  tlie  Gov- 
ernment was  usetl  in  arming  some  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts. Connecticut  and  ^lichigan  volunteers,  who 
'soon  had  ample  occasion  to  put  the  new  arms  to 
practical  use,  the  effective  residt  of  which  is  now 
a  matter  of  history.  In  the  meantime  the  Cheney 
Brothers,  along  with  some  Boston  parties,  organized 
the  Spencer  Repeating  Rirle  Co..  and  prepared  to 
manufacture  the  Spencer  ritle  at  Boston,  on  a  large 
scale.  The  war  department  soon  gave  an  order  for 
10,000  of 'the  ritles,  and  fro:n  that  time  the  de- 
mand for  the  new  gun  was  so  great  that  the  com- 
pany was  taxed  to  its  utmost  limit,  making  about 
200.000  guns.  Sir.  Spencer  became  superintendent 
of  the  Boston  company.  In  August,  iS6j,  he  went 
to  Washington,  taking  with  him  a  ritle  for  pres- 
entation to  President  Lincoln,  who  was  greatly  in- 
terested in  it,  and  gave  !Mr.  Spencer  a  very  cordial 
reception.  A  practical  test  was  made  by  ^Ir.  Lin- 
coln on  the  grounds  below  the  White  House,  the 
target  being  a  rough  board  with  a  black  bull's  eye 
two  inches  in  diameter,  yiv.  Lincoln  tired  the  gun 
off-hand,  doing  good  w-ork,  and  the  target  was 
preserved  by  Mr.  Spencer,  w-ho  afterward  sent  it 
to  the  Historical  Rooms  at  Springfield,  111.,  where 
it  is  suppo'sed  to  be  at  this  time. 

]Mr.  Spencer  took  several  trips  in  the  interest 
of  the  company,  visiting  the  armies  in  the  field, 
and  instructing  the  soldiers  in  the  use  of  the  gun. 
In  1863  he  was  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  where  he  met  Gen.  Rosecrans 
and  Col.  Wilder,  of  the  17th  Ind.  V.  I.,  command- 
ing the  1st  Brigade  ]\Iounted  Infantry,  which  at 
the  Colonel's  request  was  furnished  with  the  gun. 
Prom  IMurfreesboro  2\Ir.  Spencer  w-ent  by  way  of 
Louisville  and  Nashville  to  Cairo,  tnence  down  the 
^lississippi  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  just  above 
\'icksburg,  where  our  gunboats  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Foote  were  co-operating  with  Gen. 
Grant  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  His  trip  down 
the  ^Mississippi  w-as  inade  on  a  government  dispatch 
boat,  he  having  been  provided  with  letters  from  the 
X'avy  Department  granting  him  every  facility  for 
access  to  the  gunboats,  which  w-ere  all  provided  with 
Spencer  rifles.  He  reached  \"icksburg  four  days 
before  the  fleet  ran  the  batteries,  remained  there 
one  day,  meeting  Gen.  Grant  on  board  Commodore 
Foote's  flagship,  and  gave  an  exhibition  of  tha 
rifle.  Returning  to  Boston,  he  gave  his  time  to 
the  further  improvement  of  the  gun  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  when  the  demand  for  the  gun  ceased. 

From  the  Boston  factory  Mr.  Spencer  w^ent  to 
Andierst,  Mass..  where,  in  company  with  Henry  F. 
Hills,  of  that  place,  he  formed  the  Roper  Repeat- 
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iiig  Anns  Co.,  aiul  cngagwl  in  making-  the  Roper 
sholgiui,  patented  hy  S.  li.  Roper,  of  Boston.  This 
veiitnre  was  not  a  snceess,  an  J  in  it  Mr.  Speneer 
lost  abont  all  the  money  he  had.  In  iSCx).  in  com- 
l^any  with  his  father,  lie  pnrchased  the  entire  plant 
and  moved  the  inaehinerv  to  Hartford,  where,  w  ith 
Charles  K.  lUllings,  nnder  the  nan'c  of  the  Billings 
&■  Speneer  Co.,  thev  liegan  tlie  mannfaetiwe  of  drop 
forg-ings,  sewing  n;aehine  sluittles,  ete.  This  com- 
pany is  still  in  existence,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  nourishing  enterprises  in  Plartford. 
IMr.  Spencer  is  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the 
Lillings  &  Spencer  Co.  at  this  time. 

At  the  end  of  the  last  gun  venture  Mr.  Spencer 
turned  his  attention  to  the  turret  machine  and 
made  it  automatic.  He  was  the  first  to  comprehend 
clearly  the  vast  savings  in  machine-part  production 
Avliich  are  rendered  possible  by  converting  the  semi- 
automatic turret  machine  into  a  full  automatic  tool, 
capable  of  producing  almost  any  shape  of  small 
metal  piece,  without  human  intervention  beyond  the 
placing  of  a  bar  of  metal  within  reach  of  the  feed- 
ing mechanism  of  the  machine.  The  practical  re- 
sult of  this  invention  was  to  largely  reduce  the 
cost  of  manufacture,  one  man  being  required  to 
attend  to  from  ten  to  fifteen  machines,  instead  of 
one  to  each  machine,  as  before.  Having  obtained 
his  patent,  and  severing  active  connection  with  the 
Billings  &  Spencer  Co.,  he  determined  to  com- 
mence the  manufacture  of  screws  automatically  as 
a  new  enterprise,  and  in  1874  set  the  first  ma- 
chine at  work.  Xew  machines  were  added  as  fast 
as  thev  could  be  made,  but  his  business  increased 
faster  than  his  ability  to  fill  orders.  George  A. 
Fairfield,  then  superintendent  of  the  Weed  Sewing 
IMachine  Co.,  became  interested  in  the  new  enter- 
prise, with  others,  and  in  1876  v.-as  formed  the 
Hartford  ^Machine  Screw  Co.,  with  a  capital  of 
840,000,  of  which  Mr.  Spencer  was  superintendent. 
Three  years  later  the  business  had  so  developed  as 
to  result  in  the  formation  of  one  of  the  largest 
business  enterprises  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  with 
a  plant  valued  at  $400,000.  The  field  of  this  busi- 
ness was  so  large  that  in  1882  a  company  was  or- 
,ganized  and  established  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  to  operate 
the  machine  in  the  \\"estern  States.  ^Mr.  Spencer 
was  now  on  the  high  road  to  wealth  when  he  was 
tmlucky  enough  to  conceive  the  idea  of  the  "trom- 
bone" shotgun,  the  most  rapid-fire  sporting  gun 
known.  He  sold  out  the  Hartford  Screw  Co.,  and 
in  1882,  in  connection  with  his  old  friend,  S.  H. 
Roper,  of  Boston,  obtained  joint  patents  as  a  re- 
sult of  their  mutual  study  and  experience  on  the 
Spencer  repeating  shotgun.  Their  svstem  was  also 
adapted  to  the  military  rifle,  and  their  model  was 
subjected  to  severe  practical  tests,  before  a  board 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  u.ider  an  ap- 
propriation of  Congress  for  the  inspection  of  re- 
peating arms.  The  result  was  most  satisfactory  in 
every  respect — a  complete  success  for  the  rifle,  a 
rapidity  of  firing  being  attained  cf  eighty-six  shots 


m  two  minutes,  or  more  tlian  double  that  of  the 
old  Spencer  seven-sliootL-r.  In  1SS3  a  compiam^ 
was  formed  for  their  manufacture,  of  which  Mr. 
Spencer  was  treasurer  and  general  manager.  It 
was  known  as  the  Spencer  Arms  Co.,  and  had  a 
capital  of  8400,000,  with  works  located  at  Wind- 
sor, Conn.  In  1SS3  Mr.  Spencer,  in  company  with 
tlie  i^resident,  L.  .\.  Birtlett,  and  another,  visited. 
Europe,  and  exhibited  the  rifle  to  the  military  au- 
thorities of  England,  .  France,  Germany,  Austria, 
Italy  and  Denmark  with  uniform  success.  This 
venture,  however,  failed  in  the  end  of  success,  and 
by  it  Mr.  Spencer  lost  heavily. 

This  enterprise  over  with,  we  again  find  Mr. 
Spencer  turning  his  attention  to  the  automatic  screw 
machine.  In  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  Xo- 
vember,  1S99,  number  of  the  "Engineering  ^Mag- 
azine,"  prepared  bv  Henry  Roland,  under  the  head 
of  "The  Revolution  in  Machine  Shop  Practice  and 
the  Development  of  the  Automatic  Screw  Ma- 
chine," Mr.  S])encer"s  identity  therewith  is  treated 
fully,  and  his  name  coupled  with  those  of  Maudslav 
and  Stone — the  former  bringing  out  the  slide  rest, 
which  is  the  foundation  of  the  toolmaker's  art,  and 
which  placed  the  English  toolmakers  for  about  half 
a  century  in  advance  of  all  others,  lending  the 
world  in  1S45 !  '^'i^-l  tlie  latter  being  the  first  to 
comprehend  the  advantages  of  applying  to  ]\Iauds- 
lay's  slide  rest  a  revolving  head  carrying  a  number 
of  metal-working  tools,  and  capable  of  being  either 
revolved  or  locked  to  the  slide  at  the  will  of  the 
operator.  Stone  thus  making  the  first  great  step 
in  advance  in  machine  shop  tools  after  IMaudslay's 
introduction  of  the  slide  rest :  he  took  out  patents 
on  the  turret  machine  in  about  1858.  "The  mag- 
nificent economical  result  of  the  full  automatic  tur- 
ret machines,  now  seen  busily  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction of  small  machine  parts  \\  ithout  a  single 
workman  in  sight,  is  due  to  the  work  of  !Maudslay. 
supplemented  by  that  of  Stone,  and  placed  beyond 
the  hindrance  of  human  intervention  by  Spencer. 
From  ^laudslav  to  Stone  covered  a  period  of  nearly 
fiftv  years,  and  from  Stone  to  the  final  completion 
of  Spencer's  work,  now  only  put  fairly  on  the  mar- 
ket, nearly  fifty  years  more  were  consumed,  so  that 
it  may  be  said,  with  tolerable  accuracy,  that  a 
whole  century  of  observation  and  effort,  on  the 
part  of  by  far  the  best  and  most  intelligent  me- 
chanics ever  known  in  the  historv  of  the  human 
race,  has  been  consumed  in  perfecting  the  slide 
rest  and  utilizing  the  full  scope  of  its  powers." 

To  show  Mr.  Spencer's  connection  with  the  au- 
tomatic turret  machine  and  its  use,  we  quote  the 
following  from  the  article  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going: "^Ir.  Spencer  produced  a  double-turret  ma- 
chine which  can  make  almost  any  small  machine 
part,  of  generally  circular  outline,  without  human 
intervention.  In  the  operation  of  the  semi-auto- 
matic turret  machine  tlie  workman  has  to  move 
the  turret-conveving  slide  toward  and  away  from 
the  work-carrying    spindle    varying  distances  at 
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